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This dictionary can be used in two ways^ 

1. To look up the pronunciations and 
meanings of words you read and hear 
around you but don’t understand, and 
2. For browsing, in order to pick out 
those words that interest you, write them 
on slips, and memorize them for use in 
conversation. 

However, caveat emptor, for words be¬ 
come a habit that is hard to break (espe¬ 
cially if they are hard words), and you 
may find yourself feeling frustrated and 
awkward trying to twist and steer a con¬ 
versation in order to fit in your favorite. 

CAVEAT EMPTOR* 

The buyer is warned that words can 
become a habit that is hard to break. 
First thing you know, you become inter¬ 
ested in their meanings, then their pro¬ 
nunciations. If you’re not careful, you 
start worrying about their structure and 
origins. 

Next, you take a course in linguistics, 
join the Linguistic Society of America to 
meet others interested in words and lan¬ 
guage, and then you’re really involved! 

Many people of sound mind started 
that way and look at them now: lexicog¬ 
raphers, phoneticians, philologists, ety¬ 
mologists, semanticists—some of them 
even structuralists! A few even go so far 
as to talk about “generative grammar”! 

Why let this happen to you? With this 
book, a needle and a hoop you could 
take up petit point—whatever that is! 

LOGOPHILIA 

... is not the sentiment a lumberjack 
has for his work. Rather, it is the name 
for an affliction that many of us suffer 
from—a love of words. 

‘translation: Buy this book at once! 
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Foreword_ 
In the (good) old days, dictionaries seldom bothered defining 
the common words of a language—words like the, a, and, but, 
for—because “everyone knew what they meant” and it seemed 
only useful to list and define those words whose meanings were 
somewhat obscure. Today, when the acknowledged function 
of dictionaries has changed, in kfeeping with modern linguistic 
and lexicographical theory, to become “a description of the 
lexicon of a language,” the shorter the dictionary, the greater 
the proportion of space devoted to the listing, pronouncing, 
and defining of the “words everyone knows.” 

The Everyday Reader's Dictionary of Misunderstood, Mis¬ 
used, Mispronounced Words contains what must be a selection 
based on personal choice: it doesn’t pretend to contain every 
word that people are likely to misunderstand, misuse, or mis¬ 
pronounce and it probably contains words that are quite 

familiar to some users. 
Some of the words have been chosen because they have 

appeared in popular newspapers and magazines and I thought 
they were uncommon enough to be included words like 
obsecrate, neoteric, nugatory, splenetic, hegemony, exiguous, and 
flagitious. Others, words like lestobiosis, lyncean, renifleur, 
fuliginous, ochlesis, oscitant, and nimiety, have been included 
because their meanings are readily applied in ordinary writing 
and speaking yet the words themselves are seldom seen or 
heard. It seemed rather fun to include these. 

By and large, technical and scientific words have been 
omitted with the two exceptions of anatomical terms and 
diseases because it was felt that so much conversation and 
writing centers on these subjects. 

The editor would welcome, for future editions of this work, 
receiving comments on entries and, particularly, on omissions, 
though the latter should be accompanied by documentary 

evidence of their use. _ ... 
Not a succedaneum for satisfying the nympholepsy ot nulli- 

fidians, it is hoped that the haecceity of this enchiridion ot 
arcane and recondite sesquipedalian items will appeal to the 
oniomania of an eximious Gemeinschaft whose legerity an 

sophrosyne, whose Sprachgefiihl and orexis will find more than 
fugacious fulfillment among its felicific pages. -Q 

L.U., March, 197/! 



Pronunciation Key 

Vowels 

a act, tan 
a made, stay 
a art, calm 
e pen,ever 
er air, various 
e see, neat 
er here, clear 
i pig, brick 
I might, hide 
o pot, bottom 
5 own, coal 
6 paw, bought 
oi foil, joy 
do hook, foot 
do pool, food 
ou out, powder 
u cup, touch 
ur third, urn 

a (unstressed syllables 
only) above, mother 

Stress (follows syllables) 
' main stress (abat') 

Consonants 

b baby, nab 
ch church, pitcher 
d door, weed 
f for, offer 
g gain, leg 
h high, behind 
j judge, hedge 
k keep, quick 
1 lily, nail 
m man, balm 
n night, banner 
p pepper, step 
r red, berry 
s see, sister 
sh shoe, fish 
t tea, meet 
th thin, thistle 
th then, heather 
v voice, have 
w win, owing 
y yellow, yet 
z zebra, hazel 
zh treasure, azure 

secondary stress (ban^tamwat') 

Foreign Sounds 

kh German ach, Scottish loch 
n (nasalization) French bon, vin 
y French tu, German fiber 



A 
aard-vark (ard'vark), n. an African 

anteater. 
Aaron’s rod (er'anz), (in the Bible) a 

staff, marked with the name Aaron, 
that blossomed. Numbers 17: 8. 

ab-a-cus (ab'akas, abak'as), n., pi. 
ab-a-cus'es, ab-a-ci (ab'asl, ab'akl, 
abak'T). 1. a frame having several 
rows of beads strung across it on stiff 
wires: used in the orient as a calculat¬ 
ing device and in some elementary 
schools for teaching arithmetic. 2. a 
square slab at the top of an architec¬ 
tural column. 

ab-a'lcne (abald'ne), n. a large, ed¬ 
ible snail, common in California, 
whose shell is a source of mother-of- 

pearl. 
a bas {aba1), French, down with, as 

A bas la tyrannee! (Down with tyran¬ 

ny!). 
a-bate (abat'), v. 1. to diminish or 

cause to moderate or lessen. 2. Law. 
(a) to stop an action, (b) to put an end 
to (a nuisance). —a-bate'ment, n. 

ab-a-tis, ab-at-tis (ab'ate, ab'atis), n., 
p/. ab-a-tis, ab-at-tis(ab'atez,abat'ez) 

or ab-a-tis-es, ab-at-tis-es. a barri¬ 

cade of felled trees with sharpened 
branches directed toward an advanc¬ 

ing enemy. 
a-bat-jour (aba'zHoor), n. an aperture, 

as a skylight, or a device, as a reflec¬ 
tor, for directing light into a room or 

building. 

ab-at-toir (abatwar'), n. a slaughter¬ 
house. 

ab-di-cate (ab'dakat), v. to give up 
or renounce, formally and volun¬ 
tarily, an office or responsibility. 
—ab-di-ca'tion, n. 

ab-duct (abdukt'), v. to kidnap. —ab- 
due't ion, n. 

ab-duc-tor (abduk'tar), n. 1. a kid¬ 
napper. 2. a muscle that controls 
movement away from the body. See 
also adductor. 

a-be-ce-da-ry (abese'dare), n. pi. a- 
be-ce-da Ties. a book arranged in 
alphabetical order. 

ab-er-rant (aberrant), adj. deviating; 
differing, in some characteristics, 
from others of the same class. —ab' 

er' ranee, n. 
ab-er-ra-tion (abara'sHan), n. 1. a 
wandering away, esp. from normal 
behavior, thought processes, etc. 2. 
(in astronomy) apparent displace¬ 
ment of a heavenly body caused by 
the observer’s motion, 

a-bet (abet'), v. to help or aid. —a-bet' 

tor, n. 
ab-hor (abhor'), v. to hate; detest. 
—ab-hor'rence, n. —ab'hor'rent, 

adj. 
ab indt-i-o (ab init'eo, ab iniSH'eo), 
Latin, from the beginning, 

ab intra (ab in'tra, ab in'tra), Latin. 

from within. 
ab-i-o-gen-e-sis (ab'eojen'isis), n. 

1 
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generation of living organisms from 
inanimate matter, as the laboratory 
creation of a virus from a complex 
protein molecule. 

ab-ir-ri-tant (abir'atont), n. a sooth¬ 
ing drug or medication, 

ab-ject (ab'jekt', abjekt'), adj. so low 
as to be hopeless; utterly humiliated, 

ab-jure (abjoor'), v. to withdraw from 
formally; renounce; retract. See also 
adjure. 

ab-la-tion (abla'sHon), n. a wearing 
away, as of a glacier by erosion or the 
nose cone of a rocket by the heat of 
high-speed reentry into the atmo¬ 
sphere. 

ab-le-gate (abMagat), n. a papal envoy 
to newly appointed cardinals or civil 
dignitaries. 

ab-lu-tion (obloo'sHon), n. a ritual or 
ceremonial washing or cleansing, 

ab-ne-gate (ab'nagat') v. to deny one¬ 
self (something); renounce. —ab-ne¬ 
gation, n. 

ab-o-ma-sum (aboma'som), n., pi. 
ab-o-ma-sa (aboma'so), the fourth of 
the four stomachs of a ruminant. See 
also rumen, reticulum, omasum, 

ab-o-rig-i-nal (aborij'inol), adj. 1. per¬ 
taining to aborigines; primitive. —n. 
2. an aborigine. 

ab-o-rig-i-ne (aborij'one), n. an origi¬ 
nal, primitive native of a region, 
[from Latin ab origine ‘from the be¬ 
ginning’] 

a-bor-ti-cide (obor'tisid), n. destruc¬ 
tion of a fetus in the uterus, 

a-bor-ti-fa-cient (obor'tofa'sHont), n. 
1. a drug that causes abortion. —adj. 
2. tending to cause abortion, 

a-bou-li-a (oboo'leo), n. See abulia, 
ab o-vo (ab o'wo, ab 5'vo), Latin. 
from the beginning; literally, from 
the egg. 

ab-re-act (ab'reakt'), v. to remove a 
psychological complex by abreaction, 

ab-re-ac-tion (ab'reak'sHan), n. re¬ 
moval of a pyschological complex by 
expressing, by word or act, a re¬ 
pressed experience, 

ab-ro-gate (ab'rogat), v. to repeal, 
abolish, or annul. —ab-ro-ga'tion, n. 

ab-scess (ab'ses), n. a collection of 

pus in the tissues of the body, usually 
caused by an infection, 

ab-scond (abskond'), v. to run away 
suddenly and secretly, in order to 
avoid legal action. 

ab-sinthe (ab'sint/z), n. a bitter, aro¬ 
matic liqueur prepared from worm¬ 
wood and tasting of licorice, 

absolute zero, the lowest tempera¬ 
ture that could occur in nature; the 
temperature (—273 °C) at which par¬ 
ticles whose motion constitutes heat 
would be at rest. 

ab-so-lu-tion (absoloo'sHon), n. re¬ 
lease from consequences, obligations, 
or penalties, esp. from the penal con¬ 
sequence of sin. 

ab-solve (abzolv'), v. to grant absolu¬ 
tion to. 

ab-sor-be-fa-cient (abzor 'bafa'- 
SHont), n. 1. a substance that causes 
absorption. —adj. 2. causing absorp¬ 
tion. 

ab-stain (abstan'), v. to refrain from 
indulging one’s passions or appetites, 
as to abstain from eating meat. 

ab-ste-mi-ous (abste'meos), adj. 
moderate in eating and drinking, 

ab-sten-tion (absten'sHon), n. the 
practice of being abstinent, 

ab-sterge (absturj'), v. to cleanse by 
wiping or washing. —ab-ster'gent, 
adj., n. 

ab-sti-nent (ab'stinont), adj. refrain¬ 
ing from indulging one’s desire for 
something, esp. for alcoholic drinks. 
—ab'sti-nence, n. 

abstract art, a form of 20th-century 
art that appeals to an emotional ap¬ 

preciation of color, shape, texture, 
material and their interrelations ra¬ 
ther than to realistic or concrete 
representations. 

ab-struse (abstroos'), adj. difficult to 
understand. 

a-bu-li-a (obyoo'leo), n. a mental dis¬ 
order characterized by loss of will 
power. Also spelled aboulia. 

a-bys-mal (obiz'mol), adj. like an 
abyss; unfathomable; profound; im¬ 
measurable. —a-bys'mal-ly, adv. 

a-byss (obis'), n. an immeasurably 
deep space. —a-byss'al, adj. 
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ac-a-dem-ic (akadem'ik), adj. 1. per¬ 
taining to an advanced institution of 
learning. 2. unrealistic; impractical; 
theoretical. 3. conventional; con¬ 
forming to set rules and traditions; 
not imaginative or innovative, 

a cap-pel-la (a kapel'la), (of singing) 
without musical accompaniment. Al¬ 
so alia cappella. 

aca-ri-a-sis (akarl'asis), n. infesta¬ 

tion by mites. 

a-car-i-cide (akar'isld), n. a substance 

that kills mites. 
ac-ci-den-tal (ak'siden'tal), n. a sign 

put before a musical note to show a 

change of pitch. 

ac-claim (aklam'), v. 1. to applaud. 

—n. 2. acclamation, 

accla-ma-tion (aklama'sHan), n. 1. 
a shout, applause, or other demon¬ 

stration of assent or approbation. 2. 

spontaneous approval or adoption of 

a measure by oral vote, applause, etc., 

in place of a formal ballot, 

ac-cli-mate (akll'mit, ak'tamat), v. 

to acclimatize. 

ac-cli-ma-tize (^klT,m^tIz, ), v. to 
accustom or adapt to a new climate 

or environment. 
accliv-i-ty (akliv'ite), n. an upward 
slope (from the observer’s point of 

view). See also declivity, 
ac-co-lade (akalad'), «■ praise; com¬ 
mendation for quality, 

accord-ant (akor'dnt), adj. in con¬ 

formity ; agreeing. 
accost (akost'), v. 1. to approach 

with a greeting. 2. to approach 

brazenly. 3. (of prostitutes) to solicit 

for sexual purposes, 

ac-cou-ter, ac-cou-tre (akoo'tar), v. 

to equip or furnish, 
ac-cou-ter-ments, ac cou tre- 

ments (akoo'tarmants), n. pi. (rarely 

used in sing.) nonessential features 

that superficially characterize and 

identify something, 
ac-cred-it (akred'it), v. to approve 

the credentials of (a school, individ¬ 

ual, etc.) —ac-cred-i-ta'tion, n. 

ac-cre-tion (akre'sHan), n. an increase 

by natural growth, esp. by addition 

of external parts. 

ac-cru-al (akroo'al), n. accretion; act 

or process of accruing, 

accrue (akroo,)) v. to happen or re¬ 

sult as a natural growth, 

ac-cul-tu-ra-tion (akul 'CHara'sHan), 

n. the adoption of the culture of 

another social group. —ac-cul'tu- 
rate, v. 

a-cer-bic (asur'bik), adj. sharp; harsh. 
Also, a-cerbfi —a-cer'bi-ty, n. 

ach-ro-mat-ic (akramat'ik), adj. (of 
a camera or telescope lens) corrected 
for chromatic aberration, 

a-cid-u-lous (asid'jalas), adj. having 
a sour, harsh, caustic disposition or 
expression. Also a-cid^u-lent. 

ac-o-lyte (ak'allt), n. an attendant or 

assistant. 
a-cou-asm (akoo'azm), n. an imag¬ 
ined ringing in the head, 

a-cous-tics (akob'stiks), n. the science 
of hearing or of sound. —a-cous'tic, 

adj. 

acrid (ak'rid), adj. bitter, sharp, or 
irritating to taste or smell, 

ac-ri-mo-ny (ak'ramone), n. bitter¬ 
ness or sharpness of disposition or 
nature. —ac-rimo'ni-ous, adj. 

ac-ro-ceph-a-ly (akrasef'ale), n. a 
malformation in which the head is 
somewhat pointed. Also hypsiceph- 
aly. —ac-ro-ce-phal'ic, adj. 

ac-ro-lith (ak'ralith), n. a sculptured 
figure having the head and extremi¬ 
ties carved in stone and the rest usu¬ 

ally of wood. 
ac-ro-meg-a-ly (akrameg'ale), n. ab¬ 

normal enlargement of the head and 
the extremities due to dysfunction of 
the pituitary gland. —ac-rome-gal' 

ic, adj. 
ac-ro-nym (ak'ranim), n. a pro¬ 
nounceable word made up from the 
initial letters or parts of words in a 
phrase, title, company name, or the 
like: Nabisco from Na(tional) Bis- 

(cuit) Co(mpany); radar from ra(dio) 

detecting) a(nd) r(anging). 

ac-ro-pho-bi-a (akrafo'bea), n. a dread 

of being in or looking down from high 

places. 
ACTH, adrenocorticotropic hormone; 

a hormone, secreted by the pituitary 
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gland, which stimulates the adrenal 
cortex to generate cortisone, 

ac-ti-nism (ak 'tinizm), n. the property 
of radiation to produce chemical 
changes. 

ac-tion-a-ble (ak'sHanabal), adj. fur¬ 
nishing sufficient ground for legal 
action. 

ac tiv ist (ak'tavist), n. one who takes 
an energetic, active part in political 
or social causes. 

ac-tu-ar-y (ak'cHooe're), n. an expert 
on life expectancy and the statistics 
of insurance. —actu-ar'i-al, adj. 

ac-u-men (ak'yaman), n. keen per¬ 
ception ; penetrating insight, 

a-cu-mi-nate (akyob'manit), adj. ta¬ 
pering to a point. 

ac-u-punc-ture (ak'yapuNGk'CHar), 
n. a practice, developed in China, in 
which delicate needles are inserted 
into the tissues to cure illness, 

ad-age (ad'ij), n. a saying, proverb, 
or maxim. 

ad-a-mant (ad'amant), adj. obsti¬ 
nately firm despite appeal; unyield¬ 
ing. 

ad-den-dum (aden'dam), «., pi. ad- 
den-da (aden'da). something to be 
added; appendix. 

ad-duce (adoos', adyoos'), »■ to pre¬ 
sent as evidence. 

ad-duc-tor (aduk'tar), n. a muscle 
that controls movement of parts to¬ 
ward one another or to a common 
center. See also abductor, 

a-de-no-vi-rus (ade'novl'ras), n. a 
cold-like virus which irritates the 
upper respiratory tract and the lymph 
nodes. 

a-deph-a-gous (adef'agas), adj. glut¬ 
tonous; having a voracious appetite, 

a-dept (adept'), adj. 1. skilled; pro- 
ficient. —n. 2. one who is skilled or 
proficient. 

a-di-aph-o-re-sis (a'deafare'sis), n. 
lack of perspiration, 

a-di-aph-o-ret-ic (a'deafaret'ik), n. 1. 
a drug that prevents perspiration; 
antiperspirant. —adj. 2. preventing 
perspiration. 

ad in-fi -ni-tum (ad' infinl' tam), Latin. 
to infinity; limitlessly. 

ad in-ter-im (ad' in'tarim), Latin. 
for the time being. 

ad-i-po-pex-i-a (ad'apopek'sea), n. 
lipopexia. Also ad-i-po-pex-is (adr- 
apopek'sis). 

ad-i-pose (ad'ipos), adj. fatty; con¬ 
sisting of or resembling fat. —ad-i- 
pos'i-ty, n. 

ad-join (ajoin'), v. to be next to or in 
contact with. 

ad-joum (ajurn'), v. to put off or post¬ 
pone. —ad-joum'ment, n. 

ad-ju-di-cate (ajoo'dakat), v. to pro¬ 
nounce judgment upon. —ad-ju-di- 
ca'tion, n. 

ad-junct (ad'juNGt), n. something 
added to another but not necessarily 
a part of it. 

ad-jure (ajoor'), v. to command, en¬ 
treat, or order, usually with appeal to 
God, or the invocation of a curse; be¬ 
seech. See also abjure. —ad-ju-ra' 
tion, n. 

ad-ju-vant (aj'avant), adj. 1. contri¬ 
butory; auxiliary, as an adjuvant 
drug. —n. 2. something that helps or 
assists. 

ad lib (ad' lib'), to the extent of one’s 
wishes; freely. 

ad-re-nal (adre'nl), adj. located near 
the kidneys. 

ad-sci-ti-tious (ad'sitisH'as), adj. 
supplemental; additional; unessen¬ 
tial. 

ad-um-brate (adum'brat), v. to fore¬ 
shadow; give a faint shadow of; out¬ 
line. —ad-um-bra'tion, n. 

ad va-lo-rem (ad'valor'am, valor'- 
am), Latin, according to the value 
(applied to import duties based on 
the declared value of merchandise), 

ad-ven-ti-tious (advantisH'as), adj. 
accidentally or casually acquired; 
added from another source, 

ad-verse (advurs', ad'vurs), adj. an¬ 
tagonistic; hostile; unfavorable; un¬ 
fortunate. See also averse, 

ad-ver-si-ty (advur'site), n. an un¬ 

fortunate, calamitous, or distressful 
state or occurrence, 

ad-vo-cate (ad'vakit), n. one who de¬ 
fends a cause; one who defends 
another in a court; an intercessor. 
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ae-gis (e'jis), n. protection; sponsor¬ 
ship. 

ae on (e'on), n. See eon. 
aer-o-bic (ero'bik), adj. living in air 

(applied to an organism), 

aeivo-stat (ertstat'), n. a lighter- 
than-air craft; balloon or dirigible, 

aes-the’sia (esthe'znz), n. See esthe- 
sia. 

aes'the'sis (esthe'sis), n. See esthe- 
sis. 

aes-thete, es-thete (esthet'), n. a 
lover of beautiful things, esp. to the 
scornful exclusion of practicalities, 

aes-thet-ic, es-thet-ic (esthet1 ik), adj. 
concerning or having sensitivity to¬ 
ward beauty or toward what is beau¬ 

tiful. 
aes-ti‘val (es'taval), adj. See estival, 
aes-ti-vate (es'tavat), v. See estivate, 
aet., Abbrev. for anno aetatis suae, 
ae-the-re-al (it/zer'eal), adj. See eth¬ 

ereal. 
ae-ti'obogy (eteol'aje), n. See etio¬ 

logy. 
af-fa-ble (af'abal), adj. having a kind, 
benevolent manner; hence, easy and 
pleasant to talk to or deal with. —af- 
fa-biErty, n. —af'fa-bly, adv. 

af-fec-tadion (afakta'sHan), n. a striv¬ 

ing to produce an effect, esp. with an 
artificiality of manner or behavior. 
—af-fect'ed, adj. 

af-fer-ent (af'arant), adj. (in physio¬ 
logy) carrying to or toward or inward, 
as a nerve carrying an impulse to a 

center. See also efferent. 
af-fiH-ate (afil'eit), n. a company or 
corporation owned partly or wholly 

by another. 
af-fin-i-ty (afin'ite), n. an attraction 

for a person or thing; sense of rela¬ 

tionship. 
af-fhrent (af'looant), adj. 1. wealthy. 

—n. 2. a tributary stream. —af'flu- 

ence, n. 
af-for-est (afor'ist), v. to convert bare 

or cultivated land into a forest. af* 

for’es’ta'tion, n. 
Af-ri kaans (afrikans'), n. a language, 
resembling Dutch, spoken in South 

Africa. 
Af-ri-kan-der (afrikan'aar), n. a na- 

agitprop 

tive of South Africa born of white 
European parents. 

Af-ro (af'rS), n., pi. Af-ros. a large 
bushy hairdo, sometimes worn by 
blacks and other people with kinky 
hair. 

af-ter-bum-er (af'tarburnar), n. a de¬ 
vice in the exhaust system of a jet or 
internal combustion engine to in¬ 
crease its power. 

af-ter-care (aftarker), n. the treat¬ 
ment of a patient during convales¬ 
cence. 

af-ter-ef-fect (af'tarafekt), n. an effect 
produced or felt after the removal of 
a stimulus. 

af-ter-im-age (af'tarim'ij), n. an im¬ 
age seen after the removal of a stimu¬ 
lus ; for example, staring at a red light 
produces a green afterimage. 

a-ga^ve (aga've), n. a genus of Ameri¬ 
can plants grown for economic or 
ornamental purposes. 

a-gen-da (ajen'da), n. pi., sing, a-gen- 
dum (ajen'dam). things to be done, 
usually listed in a formal manner for 

a meeting. 
a-gent pro-voc-a-teur (azHaN' pro- 
vokatur'), pi. a-gents pro-voc-a- 
teurs. a police or political spy who 
provokes suspicious people to per¬ 
form an illegal action that will get 

them arrested. 
ag-glom-er-ate (aglom'arit), n. 1. (in 

geology) rock composed of angular 
volcanic fragments. 2. any collection 
or accumulation of miscellaneous 
materials. — ag-glam-e-ra'tion, n. 

ag-glu-ti-nate (agloo'tnat), v. (in lin¬ 
guistics) to form and express gram¬ 
matical relationshipsby the continued 
addition of strings of meaningful ele¬ 
ments, as in Turkish. —ag-glu-trna' 
tion, n. — ag gluti na tive, adj. 

ag gran dize (agran'dlz), v. to en¬ 
large, broaden, or increase in wealth, 
power, rank, or honor. —ag-gran' 

dizement, n. 
ag-i-o (aj'eo), n., pi. ag-i-os. a fee 

charged by money brokers for ex¬ 
changing coin for paper currency or 

one currency for another. 
ag-it-prop (aj'itpropO. n■ agitation 
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and propaganda, [from Russian Agit- 
propbyuro, agit(atsiya) propaganda) 
byuro] 

ag-nate (ag'nat), adj. a kinsman whose 
relationship is traceable only through 
males; any male relation on the fa¬ 
ther’s side. See also cognate. —ag- 
na'tion, n. 

ag-nos-tic (agnos'tik), n. one who de¬ 
nies knowledge of God. —ag-nos'ti- 
cism, n. 

ag-o-ra-pho-bi-a (ag'arafo'bea), n. a 
dread of being in open spaces, 

a-grar-i-an (agrer'ean), adj. concern¬ 
ing land, esp. public or agricultural 
land. 

ag-ri-ol-ogy (agreol'aje), n. the com¬ 
parative study of the customs of un¬ 
civilized man. 

ag-ro-bi-ol-ogy (ag'rbblol'aje), n. the 
study of the biology of crops in rela¬ 
tion to soil. —ag-ro-bi-o-logri-cal, 
adj. 

a-grol-o-gy (agrol'aje), n. soil science. 
—ag-ro-log'i-cal, adj. 

a -gron -o -my (agron' ame) ,n. the study 
of soil science in relation to crop 
management. —ag-ro-nam'ic, adj. 

a-gryp-ni-a (agrip'nea), n. sleepless¬ 
ness ; insomnia. 

ai-lu-ro-phile (Tloor'afTl), n. one who 
is fond of cats; a cat fancier, 

ai- lu -ro-phil-i-a (floor'afil'ea), n. love 
of cats. 

ai-lu-ro-phobe (Tldbr'afdb'), n. one 
who fears cats. 

ai-lu-ro-pho-bi-a (Ildor'afo'bea), n. 
dread of cats. 

air-brush (er'bruSH), n. an atomizer 

used to spray paint, 

air-foil (er'foil), n. any surface on an 

aircraft for controlling or aiding its 

motion. 

air-speed (er^sped), n. the speed of 
an aircraft with respect to the air 
through which it is flying. See also 
groundspeed. 

ait (at), n. a small island in a river or 
lake. 

a jour (a zHdbr,)> (of decorative ob¬ 

jects) pierced to let through light, as 

a screen. 

a-kim-bo (akim'bd), adj., adv. (of the 

arms) bent outward at the elbow 
when the hands are on the hips, as she 
stood, arms akimbo, and demanded to 
know why I’d come. 

a-la (aHa), n., pi. a-lae (a'le), (in zool¬ 
ogy and botany) a wing or wing-like 
part. 

a-lac-ri-ty (alak'rite), n. liveliness; 
readiness; cheerful willingness, 

al-a-nine (al'anen), n- an amino acid 
discovered to be present in a 1970 
meteorite. 

a-lar-ums (alar'amz) and excur¬ 
sions, a stage direction used in early 
modern English theater (15 th and 
16th century) to call for the sound 
effects of a battle, with trumpets, 
clash of arms, etc. 

a-late (a'lat), adj. (in botany and zool¬ 

ogy) having alae. 

alat-ti-ci-nio (a lat'teCHe'nyo), Latin. 
(of ornamental glass) having the 

transparent body decorated with em¬ 

bedded lines or bands of opaque, 

milky-white glass. 

Al-bi-on (al'bean), n. an old, poetic 
name for Britain. 

al-cal-de (alkalMe), n. (in Spain and 
S.W. U.S.) a mayor with authority 
as a justice of the peace, 

al-che-my (al'kame), n. medieval 
chemistry concerned chiefly with 
transmuting baser metals into gold. 
—al-chem'i-cal, adj. 

a-le-a-to-ry (a'leatore), adj. depend¬ 
ing on a contingent event; uncertain; 
dependent on luck, 

a-lex-i-a (alek^sea), n. inability to read 
because of aphasia, 

al-fres-co (alfres'ko), adv., adj. out of 
doors; in the open air. 

al-go-rithm (al'gariTHm), n. amethod 
for computing or for solving a parti¬ 
cular problem. 

al-ien-ate (al'yanat), v. to estrange; 
ward off; keep at a distance, esp. 
someone who was formerly a friend 
or close associate. 

al-ien-a-tion (alyana'sHan), n. de¬ 

rangement; insanity, esp. legal in¬ 
sanity. 

al-ien-ist (al'yanist), n. an expert in 
the study of mental disease. 
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abbment (al'omont), n. nourishment; 
food. —abimen'ta'ry, adj. 

alimentary canal, the system of 
organs in the body through which 
food passes. 

al-i-quant (al'skwant), adj. (of a num¬ 
ber) not dividing evenly into a larger 
number as 6 is an aliquant part of 16. 
See also aliquot. 

al-i-quot (al'akwat), adj. (of a num¬ 
ber) dividing evenly into a larger 
number as 6 is an aliquot part of 18. 
See also aliquant. 

al'ka*hest (al'kahest), n. the universal 
solvent sought by alchemists, 

al-ka-li (al'kall), n. a chemical that 
neutralizes acids. —al'ka-line, adj. 

al-ka-lize (al'kallz), v. to change (an 

acid) into an alkali, 
abla cap-pebla (al'la kapel'la). See 

a cappella. 
al-lege (alej'), v. to assert, declare, or 

affirm. —able^ga'tion, n. 
al-leged (alejd'), adj. 1. stated to be 

as maintained (used in journalism to 
avoid possible libel action for declar¬ 
ing a person a criminal, as the alleged 
killer. 2. supposed; questionable, as 

an alleged cure for cancer. 
al-le-go-ry (al'agore), n. a story, dra¬ 

ma, or other treatment in which the 
subject is not mentioned but is repre¬ 
sented symbolically. —able-gor'b 
cal, adj. —allegor'icably, adv. 

aMele (alel'), n. a form of gene caus¬ 
ing hereditary variation. Also al-leb 
o'morph (ale'lamorf, alel'amorf). 

abler*gen (al'arjan), n. something 
that produces an allergic reaction. 
—al ier gen'ic, adj. 

abler’gy (al'arje), n. an abnormal re¬ 
action resulting from sensitivity to¬ 
ward a germ or substance. —abler' 

gic, adj. 
ablba'ceous (al'el'sHas), adj. smell¬ 

ing or tasting of garlic, onions, or the 

like. 
alliteration (alitbra'sHan), n. the 

repetition of the same sound at the 
beginning of two or more words in a 
phrase, verse of poetry, etc., as Tippe¬ 

canoe and Tyler, too. —ablit'er’a- 

tive, adj. 

abloch'tho*nous (alok't/ianas), adj. 
not native to the region where found. 
See also autochthonous, 

al-lop-a-thy (alop'at/ze), n. the prin¬ 
ciple of treating disease by using 
agents that produce effects different 
from the symptoms of the disease 
treated. See also homeopathy. —al- 
lop'a-thist, al'lo-path, n. 

al-lo-trope (al'atrop), n. one of the 
two or more forms in which an ele¬ 

ment exists, as Diamond is an allotrope 
of carbon. —ablo-trop'ic, adj. 

al-lot-ro-py (alot'rape), n. a property 
of certain chemical elements to exist 
in more than one form, as Carbon 
exhibits allotropy. 

ablude (alood'), v. to refer casually 
or indirectly. —ablu'sion, n. 

abhrvi-um (aloo'veam), «., pi. ablu* 
vhums, ablu-vba (aloo'vea). sedi¬ 
mentary deposit of a river or flood. 

Al-ni-co (alne'kS), n. a trademark for 
an alloy used in making permanent 
magnets. 

abo-pe^cia (alape'sHa), n. baldness. 
Al-pha Cen-tau-ri (al'fa sento're), 

the first-magnitude star nearest the 
sun (4.3 light-years), 

alpha particle (al'fa), a positively 
charged particle; the nucleus of the 

helium atom. 
abtru-ism (al'trooizm), n. benevolent 

and unselfish regard for others. —al' 
tru-ist, n. —abtruds'tic, adj. 

a mal gam (amal'gam), n. a mixture, 
esp. a silver-mercury mixture used 

as a dental filling. 
a-mairu’en-sis (aman'yooen'sis), n., 
pi. a-man-u-en-ses (aman'yooen' 
sez). a secretary who can write rapid¬ 
ly enough to record dictation; one 
employed to copy what another has 

written. 
am-a-ranth (am'aranth), n. an im¬ 
aginary flower that never fades or 
withers. —am-a-ran'thine, adj. 

am-ba-gious (amba'jss), adj. not 
straightforward; devious; circumlo¬ 

cutory; roundabout, 
am-bi-ance, am-bi-ence (ambyans', 
am'beans), n. atmosphere; environ¬ 
ment, as an ambience of mystery. 
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am-bi-ent (am'beant), adj. surround¬ 
ing; encompassing, as the ambient air 
was redolent with perfume. 

a-meHo-rate (amel'yarat), v. to im¬ 
prove or make better. —arnel-io-ra' 
tion, n. —amel'ioTa'tive, adj. 

a-mend (amend'), v. to change for 
the better; improve. See also emend. 

American plan, a system of paying 
for both hotel rooms and meals at one 
fixed rate. 

amerce (amurs'), v. to punish by an 
arbitrary fine not provided for by 
statute; mulct. — a-merce'ment, n. 

a^mi-cus cu-ri-ae (ame'kaskydor'ie) 
(in law) a disinterested person who 
volunteers or is invited to advise the 
court in a proceeding. [Latin, a friend 
of the court’] 

a-mi-no acid (ame'no, am'and), a 
class of organic chemical compounds 
from some of which proteins are 
constructed. 

am-nes'ty (am'niste), n. 1. a general 
or conditional pardon for a crime or 
for a class of offenses. —v. 2. to grant 
amnesty to; pardon, 

am-ni-ot-ic fluid (amneot ik), the 
fluid in which an unborn fetus floats, 

a-moe-ba, a-me-ba (ame'ba), n., pi. 
amoe-bae (ame'be), amoe-bas. a 
one-celled, microscopic animal. —a- 
moe'bic, ame'bic, adj. 

a'mok (amuk'), adv. used chiefly in 
the expression run amok: to run about 
wildly, attacking everyone indiscrim¬ 
inately. 

a-mor-al (amor'al, amor'al), adj. hav¬ 
ing no moral sense; unable to dis¬ 
tinguish between moral and immoral 
quality or behavior, 

a-morphous (amor'fas), adj. having 
no distinct shape or structure, 

amour-propre (amdor'propr'), n. 
self-respect. 

am-pere (am'per), n. a measure of 
amount of electric current: one volt 
acting through a resistance of one 
ohm. See also ohm, volt. —am-per- 
age (am'parij), n. 

am-per-sand (am'parsand), n. the 
name for the symbol “&’. 

am-phet-a-mine (amfet'amen), n. a 

drug which stimulates the central 
nervous system, used in treatment of 
depressive states. 

am-phbbol-O'gy (amfabol'aje), n. the 
use of ambiguous or quibbling phra¬ 
ses or statements. Also, am-phib'o-ly. 

am-phig-e-an (amfij'ean), adj. ex¬ 
tending around the earth in approxi¬ 
mately the same latitudes, as certain 
botanical species. 

am-phi-gofy (am'fagore), n. a mean¬ 
ingless hodge-podge; a nonsensical 
parody. —am-phi-gor'ic, adj. 

am-pho-ra (am'fara), n., pi. ana¬ 
phoras, am-pho-rae (am'fare), a tall, 
two-handled vessel, usually made of 
clay and having a pointed base for 
insertion into a stand or the ground, 
used by the Greeks and Romans for 
storage of grain, honey, wine, etc. 

am-yl-ase (am'alas), n. an enzyme 
capable of splitting up starches, 

a-nab-a-sis (anab'asis), n., pi. a-nab* 
a-sis. a military expedition. See also 
katabasis. 

an-a-bat-ic (anabat'ik), adj. (of a 
wind) rising upward because of local 
heating. See also katabatic. 

an-a-bi-O'sis (an'ablb'sis), n. reani¬ 
mation; recovery to consciousness 
after seeming death. —an-a-bi-ot'ic, 
adj. 

a-nab-o-lism (anab'alizm), n. con¬ 
structive metabolism, a process in 
which a substance is transformed into 
another which is more complex or 
more highly organized and energetic. 
See also catabolism. —an-a'bol'ic, 
adj. 

a-nachro-nism (anak'ranizm), n. a 
person or event misplaced in time, 
as if a Shakespearian character were 
to quote Lincoln. See also parachro¬ 
nism, prochronism. —a-nach-ro- 
nis'tic, adj. 

A-nac-re-on-tic (anak'reon'tik), adj. 
pertaining to the praise of love and 
wine. 

a-nad-ro-mous (anad'ramas), adj. 
denoting fish, like the salmon, that 
swim from the sea up a fresh-water 
river to spawn. See also catadro- 
mous. 
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an-aer-obe (aner'ob), n. an organism 
able to live without air or oxygen or 
unable to live in their presence. —an- 
aer-ob-ic (an'erob'ik), adj. 

an-a-glyph (an'aglif), n. 1. a picture 
printed in two, slightly overlapping 
colors so that, when viewed through 
lenses with corresponding colors, it 
appears to be three-dimensional. 2. 
any form of carving in low relief, 

an-a-gram (an'agram), n. the re¬ 
arrangement of the letters of a word 
or sentence to form a new word, as 
ward from draw or stare down from 
don’t swear. 

an-a-lects (an'alekts), n., pi. (rarely 
used in sing.) selected passages or 
extracts from the writings of one or 
more authors. 

an-a-lep-tic (analep'tik), adj. restora¬ 
tive; invigorating; giving strength 
during convalescence, 

an-al-ge-sic (anglje'zik), n. 1. any 
drug that relieves pain. —adj. 2. serv¬ 
ing to remove pain. —an-al-ge-si-a 
(analje'zea), n. 

an-a-log, an-a-logue (analog), n. 
something bearing a resemblance or 
proportion to another thing or things: 
an electric wire as an analog of a 
nerve. —a-nal-o-gy (anal'aje), n. —a- 
nal-o-gous (anal'ggas), adj. 

analog computer, a computer that 
uses properties of known physical 
processes (like the voltage, amperage, 
resistance of electric current) to solve 
mathematical problems. See also di¬ 
gital computer, hybrid computer, 

a-nal-o-gy (anal'aje), n. a likeness be¬ 
tween two things in certain respects ; 
something partially similar to an¬ 

other. 
an-am-ne-sis (anamne'sis), n.,pl. an- 
am-ne-ses (anamne'sez). reminis¬ 
cence of the past; esp. of a previous 
existence of the soul. —an-am-nes- 
tic (anamnes'tik), adj. 

an-a-mor-phic (anamor'fik), adj. 
having or making unequal magnifica¬ 
tions along two perpendicular axes, 

an-a-mor-phism (anamor'fizm), n. a 

change under the earth’s surface 
which changes simple minerals into 

angina pectoris 

complex ones. See also katamor- 
phism. 

an-a-mor-pho-sis (anamorTasis), n. 
an image distorted so as to appear 
natural when reflected in a curved 
mirror or viewed from a certain 
angle. 

an-ar-chy (an'arke), n. absence of 
government or law in a society; 
political and social disorder. —an-ar' 
chic, adj. 

an-ash-er (an'aSHar), n. a blend of 

fine marijuana from India, 

an-as-tig-mat (anas'tigmat, an'as- 

tig'mat), n. a lens that corrects astig¬ 

matism. —an-as-tig-mat'ic, adj. 
a-nath-e-ma (anath1 ama), n. a person 

or thing hated, loathed, or detested, 

an-chor-ite (aNG'karit), n. a hermit; 

recluse. 

an-cil-lar-y (an'salere), adj. auxiliary; 

subordinate; extra, 
an-dro-cen-tric (an'drbsen'trik), 
adj. dominated by males, as an andro¬ 
centric culture. 

an-droc-ra-cy (androk'rase), n. rule 
by males. —an-dro-crat-ic (an'dro- 

krat'ik), adj. 
an-drog-y-nous (androj'gnas), adj. 

exhibiting both male and female 

sexual characteristics, 

an-dro-sphinx (an'drasfiNGks), n. a 

sphinx with the head of a man. 

an-e-cho-ic (an'eko'ik), adj. (of a re¬ 

cording studio, etc.) having echoes 

reduced to a minimum, 

an-e-mom-e-ter (anamonTatar), n. 

an instrument for measuring the 

speed of wind. 

an-er-oid (an'aroid), adj. noting a 
kind of barometer consisting of a box 
containing a partial vacuum and hav¬ 
ing a flexible diaphragm on one side 
to which a pointer is attached. The 
pointer, when calibrated, indicates 
the atmospheric pressure, 

an-eu-rysm (an'yarizm), n. dilata¬ 
tion of an artery caused by a weaken¬ 
ing of its wall through disease, 

an-frac-tu-ous (anfrak'cHooas), ad], 
having turnings and windings. —an- 

frac-tu-os'i-ty, n. 
an-gi-na pec-to-ris (anjT'na pek' 
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taris), a condition characterized by 
intense pain below the sternum 
caused by lack of blood supply to 
the heart. 

angst (aNGst), n. dread; anxiety; an¬ 
guish. 

ang-strom unit (aNG'stram), a unit 
of length used to express electromag¬ 
netic wave lengths, equal to one tenth 
of a millimicron. 

an*i*mad*ver*sion (anbmadvur'- 
ZHan), n. criticism; censure; adverse 
comment. 

an*i*mal*cule (anamaEkyool), n. a 
microscopic animal, 

an-i-mism (an'amizm), n. the belief 
that inanimate objects, like natural 
phenomena, possess souls or con¬ 
sciousness. 

an*i*mos*i*ty (anamos'ate), n. active 
ill-will or enmity. 

ani'mus (an'amas), n. 1. animosity; 
hostility; antagonism. 2. an animat¬ 
ing spirit. 

ankh (aNGk), n. a cross with a loop on 
top: an ancient Egyptian symbol of 
life. 

an*ky*lo*sis (aNGkalo'sis), n. the con¬ 
solidation of articulating joints, form¬ 
ing a stiff joint. 

an-nals (an'alz), n. (used as pi.) 1. a 
yearly record of events. 2. historical 
records. 

an-neal (aneE), v. to toughen (as 
glass or metal) by heating and gradu¬ 
ally cooling. 

an no ae-ta-tis su-ae (an'no Ita'tis 
socEl), Latin, in the year of his age; 
aged. Abbrev.: aet. 

an-nul (anuE), v. to abolish; invali¬ 
date; cancel. —an*nuEment, n. 

an-nu-lar (an'yalar), adj. having a 
ring-like form. 

an-ode (an'od), n. 1. a positive elec¬ 
trode, emitting positive ions in a cell, 
etc. 2. the positive pole of a battery. 

3. a positive plate in an electron tube. 
an*o*dize (an'adlz), v. to coat a metal 

with a protective film. 

a*nom*a*ly (anoirEale), n. 1. variation 
from the common form. 2. an irregu¬ 
larity or incongruity. 3. (in astrono¬ 
my) the angular distance of a planet 

from its perihelion. —a-nom'a-lous, 
adj. 

an*o*mie (anbme), n. the condition 
of an uprooted race, of individuals, 
or of their society, characterized by 
a breakdown of accepted values. 

an*o*rex*i*a (anarek'sea), n. an ab¬ 
normal, often psychological inability 
to eat. 

an-ox'emfa (an'okse'mea), n. lack 
of oxygen in the blood. 

an*ox*i*a (anok'sea), n. lack of suffi¬ 
cient oxygen in the blood. 

An-schluss (an'sHlobs), n. annexa¬ 
tion, as the forced union of Austria 
and Germany in 1938. 

Ant-a-buse (an'tabyoos), n. a trade 
name for the drug disulfiram, used 
in the treatment of alcoholism by 
creating unpleasant reactions when 
combined with liquor. 

An-tar-es (anter'ez), n. a red super¬ 
giant star of the first magnitude in 
the constellation of Scorpius. 

an*te*bel*lum (an 'tebeEam), adj. be¬ 
fore the war, especially the American 
War between the States. 

an*te*di*lu*vi*an (an'tediloo'vean), 
adj. before the (Biblical) flood; hence, 
ancient, antiquated. 

an-te par-tum, pertaining to the peri¬ 
od before childbirth. See also post 
partum. 

an*te*pe*nult (an'tepcEnult), n. 1. the 
third from the last syllable of a word, 
as te in antepenult. 2. the third from 
the last in any series. —an-te-pe- 
nuEti-mate, adj. 

an-te-ri-or (ante'rear), adj. situated 
in or near the front. See also pos¬ 
terior. 

an*thro*po*cen*tric (an/^/^r^posen, 
trik), adj. assuming man to be the 
focal point of the universe. —an* 
thro^po-cen'trism, n. 

an*thro*po*mor*phic (an'£/zrap5- 
mor'fik), adj. ascribing human form 
and attitudes as to a god. —an*thro* 
pomor'phism, «. 

an*thro*poph*a*gi (an£/irapof'ajT), n. 
pi. cannibals. 

an*thro*pos*co*py (anEzrapos'kape), 
«. See physiognomy. 
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an-thro-pos-o -phy (an ^/zrapos'afe), 

n. a philosophy emphasizing study of 
the nature of man, based on the teach¬ 
ings of Rudolf Steiner. —an-thro-po- 
soph/i-cal, an • th ro -po • soph' ic, adj. 

an-ti-bi-ot-ic (an'teblot'ik), n. a sub¬ 
stance, as penicillin, produced by 
mold or fungi, that inhibits the 
growth of bacteria or other micro¬ 
organisms. 

an-ti-bo-dy (an'tibode), n. a protein 
in blood plasma, that reacts to over¬ 
come bacterial toxins and viruses, 

an-ti-cryp-tic (an'tekrip'tik), adj. 
concealing an animal from its prey. 
See also procryptic. 

an-ti-cy-clone (an'tesRklbn), rt. the 
circulation of winds round an area of 
high barometric pressure; clockwise 
in the Northern Hemisphere; coun¬ 
terclockwise in the Southern Hemi¬ 
sphere. See also cyclone. —an-ti-cy- 
clon'ic, adj. 

an-ti-fer-ro-mag-net-ic (an 'tefer'o- 

magnet'ik), adj. pertaining to a sub¬ 
stance the magnetic moments of 
whose adjacent atoms point in oppo¬ 
site directions at low temperatures. 
See also diamagnetic, ferromag¬ 

netic, paramagnetic, 
an-ti-he-ro (an'tehero), n. in litera¬ 
ture, etc., a created central figure 
who lacks all heroic attributes and 

noble qualities. 
an-ti-his-ta-mine (an'tehis'tamen), 

n. any of certain medicines used in 
the treatment of allergies. See also 

histamine. 
an'ti-knock (an'tenok), adj. pertain¬ 

ing to substances added to internal 
combustion engine fuel to minimize 

knock. 
an ti mat ter (an'tematsr), n. mat¬ 

ter composed of antiparticles, 
an-ti-par-ti-cle (an'tepartikal), n. an 

elementary particle that annihilates 
a corresponding particle of the same 

mass upon collision, 
an-tip-a-thy (antip'at/ze), n. a settled 

aversion; a basic repugnance. an¬ 

ti-pa'thet'ic, adj. 
an-tip-o-des (antip'adez), n. pi. places 
diametrically opposite on the globe. 

aphrodisiac 

— an-tip-o-de-an (antipodean), 
adj., n. 

an-tith-e-sis (antit/jOsis), n., pi. an- 
tith-e-ses (antit&Osez). complete 
contrast or opposite. —an-ti-thet-ic 
(antat/iet'ik), an-ti-thet'i-cal, adj. 

an-ti-trust (an'tetrustO, adj. oppos¬ 
ing the formation of commercial 
trusts that would tend to create 
monopolies. 

an-ti-ven-in (an'teven'in), n. an anti¬ 
toxin formed in blood following re¬ 
peated injections of venom; hence, 
an antitoxic serum obtained from 
this blood. 

an-to-no-ma-sia (an'tanama'zHa), n. 
the use of a title or epithet, instead 
of a name, to identify a person. —an- 
to-no-mas-tic (an 'tanamas'tik), adj. 

a-part-heid (apart'hlt), n. the policy 
of racial segregation in the Republic 
of South Africa. 

ap-a-tet-ic (ap'stet'ik), adj. (of ani¬ 
mals) assuming colors that afford 
camouflage. 

ap-a-thet-ic (apaf/zet'ik), adj. having 
or showing mental or emotional in¬ 
difference. 

ap-a-thy (apr3the), n. an absence or 
lack of emotion, interest, or concern. 

a-per-i-ent (aper'eant), adj. 1. laxa¬ 
tive. —n. 2. a laxative food or medi¬ 

cine. 
a-pha-sia (afa'zHa), n. impairment or 

loss of speech or the power to under¬ 
stand written or spoken language. 

a-pha-si-ac (afa'zeak), n. 1. Also, a- 
pha-sic (afa'zik). a person suffering 
from aphasia. —adj. 2. losing the 
power of speech, or the ability to 
understand written or spoken lan¬ 

guage. 
a-phe-li-on (afel'yan, afel'yan), w., 
pi. a-phe-li-a (afel'ya, afel'ya). the 
point of a planet’s or comet’s orbit 
farthest from the sun. See also peri¬ 

helion. 
aph-o-rism (af'arizm), n. a short, 
pithy maxim embodying a general 
truth. —aph-o-ris'tic, adj. 

aph-ro-dis-i-ac (af'rodiz'eak), n. an 
agent, as a drug, arousing sexual ex¬ 

citement. 
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a-pi-ar-y (a'peere), n. a place for keep¬ 
ing bees. —a'pi-a-rist, n. 

ap-i-cal (ap'akal), adj. pertaining to 
the tip or apex. 

ap-i-cul-ture (ap'akulcHar), n. bee¬ 
keeping. 

a-poc-a-lyp-tic (apok'alip'tik), adj. 
prophesying total destruction or 
great disasters. 

apo-o-ca-tas-ta-sis (ap 'Skatas'tasis), 
n. restitution or reestablishment. 
—ap-o-cat-a-stat-ic (ap 'okatastaff 
ik), adj. 

a-poc-o-pe (apok'ape), n. omission of 
the last letter or syllable of a word, 

apocryphal (apok'rafal), adj. of 
doubtful authenticity; false, 

ap-o-dic-tic (apadikffik), adj. incon¬ 
trovertible ; incontestable, 

a-pod-o-sis (apod'asis), n., pi. a-pod- 
o-ses (apod'asez). the consequence 
clause in a conditional sentence, be¬ 
ginning with 'then’. See also pro¬ 
tasis. 

ap-o-gee (ap'aje), n. 1. the point where 
the moon or an earth satellite is fur¬ 
thest from the earth. See also perigee. 
2. the climax, as of a career, 

ap-o-logue (ap'alog), n. a moral fable, 
ap-o-mix-is (apamik'sis), n. any of 

several kinds of asexual reproduc¬ 
tion. —ap-omic-tic (ap'amik'tik), 
adj. 

ap-o-pemp-tic (apapemp'tik), adj. 
pertaining to dismissal or departing, 

a-poph-y-ge (apof'aje), n. (in archi¬ 
tecture) a curve joining the base to 
the shaft of a column. Also, hypo- 
phyge. 

a-pos-ta-sy (apos'tase), n. a rejection 
of one’s religion, allegiance, party, 
principles, etc. 

a-pos-tate (apos'tat), n. 1. one who 
rejects his faith, allegiance, party, 
principles, etc. —adj. 2. character¬ 
ized by apostasy. 

a pos-te-ri-o-ri (a' poste'reor'e), 1. 
proceeding from effect to cause. 2. 
based upon observation. See also a 
priori. 

apostolic delegate (ap'astoFik), a 
papal representative in a country 
where no diplomatic relations with 

the Vatican exist. See also nuncio, 
ap-o-thegm (ap'at/zam), n. a pithy 
saying; maxim. — ap-o-theg-mat-ic 
(ap 'at/zegmaffik), adj. 

a-poth-e-o-sis (apot/z'eo'sis, ap'3the' 
asis), n. the raising of a person to be 
a god or an ideal. 

ap-o-tro-pa-ic (ap 'atrapa'ik), adj. 
having power to ward off evil, 

ap-pel-lant (apeFant), n. (in law) one 
who appeals, esp. to a higher court, 

ap-pel-late (apeFit), adj. (in law) per¬ 
taining to or reviewing appeals, as a 
court. 

ap-per-ceive (aparsev'), v. (in psy¬ 
chology) to be conscious of perceiv¬ 
ing. — ap-per-cep-tion (ap'arsep' 
SHan), n. 

ap-pe-tence (ap'atans), n. intense na¬ 
tural desire; craving, 

ap-pos-ite (apoz'it), adj. pertinent; 
appropriate; suitable, 

ap-pur-te-nance (apur'tanans), n. 
something subordinate to another 
thing; accessory; appendage, 

a pri-o-ri (a' preoffe), 1. proceeding 
from cause to effect. 2. not based on 
observation; nonanalytic. See also a 
posteriori. 

ap-te-ri-um (apter'eam), n., pi. ap- 
te-ri-a (apter'ea), the part of a bird’s 
body having no feathers. See also 
pteryla. 

aq-ui-cul-ture (ak'wakulcHar), n. the 
cultivation of plants in a solution, 
not soil; hydroponics, 

a-rach-noid (arak'noid), adj. 1. like 
a spider’s web. 2. like a spider or 
other member of the same class. 3. 
the membrane forming the middle 
of three coverings of the spinal cord 
and brain. See also dura mater, pia 
mater. 

ar-bi-trage (ar'batrazH), n. the buy¬ 
ing and selling simultaneously of se¬ 
curities in different places to profit 
by the different prices. —ar-bi-tra- 
geur (ar'batrazHur'), n. 

ar-bit-ra-ment (arbit'ramant), n. ar¬ 
bitration; the deciding of a dispute 
by an agreed authority, 

ar-bo-re-al (arbor'eal), adj. 1. per¬ 
taining to trees. 2. living in trees. 
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ar-cane (arkan,)> adj. obscure; secret; 
esoteric. 

ar*che-type (ar'kotip), n. a prototype 
from which copies are made; original 
pattern or model. —ar-che’ty'pal, 
ar-che-typ'i-cal, adj. 

ar*chi*tec*ton*ic (ar'katekton'ik), 
adj. pertaining to architecture esp. 
the principles of architecture, 

ar-ci-fin-i-ous (ar'safin'eas), adj. hav¬ 
ing a border that forms a natural 
barrier, as from invasion, 

ar-col-o-gy (arkol'aje), n. a combina¬ 
tion of the fields of architecture and 
ecology. —ar-col'o-gist, n. 

ar-cu-ate (ar'kyooit), adj. curved or 
bent like a bow. 

are (er, ar), n. a unit of area measure¬ 
ment equaling 100 square meters, 

ar-e-ca nut (ar'oka, are'ka), the nut 
of a palm growing in tropical Asia, 
esp. the betel palm, 

ar-e-na-ceous (arona^SHos), adj. san¬ 
dy. Also ar'e-nose. 

aTete (arat'), n. a sharp ridge of a 
mountain. 

ar'got (ar'go, ar'gat), n. a slang be¬ 
longing to a group or class, esp. the 
private language of thieves, 

ar-id (ar'id), adj. 1. dry or parched. 2. 

unimaginative; sterile; dull, 
ardth-man-cy (ar'itAmanse), n. pro¬ 
phecy by numbers, esp. the number 
of letters in names, 

arithmetic progression, a series of 
numbers obtained by adding a con¬ 
stant number to the preceding num¬ 
ber. See also geometric progres¬ 
sion, harmonic progression. 

Ar ma ged-don (ar'maged'n), n. 

scene of the final battle between good 
and evil, esp. the battle on the Day 

of Judgment. 
ar-mip'O-tent (armip'otant), adj. 

strong in arms; possessing powerful 

weapons. 
armo-man-cy (ar'mamanse),«. pro¬ 

phecy by the shoulders of animals, 
ar-mor-ist (ar'marist), n. an expert 

in heraldry. 
avrack (ar'ak), n. any of various 
spirituous liquors distilled from mo¬ 

lasses, rice, etc. 

ar-raign (aran7), v. to accuse as before 
a court or tribunal. —ar*raign' 

ment, n. 
ar-rant (arrant), adj. absolute; com¬ 

plete, as an arrant idiot. 
ar-rhyth-mi-a (ariTH'mea), n. a dis¬ 
turbance in the rhythm of the heart¬ 
beat. —ar-rhyth'mic, adj. 

ar-riere-pen-see (aryer'paNsa'), 
French, a hidden motive, 

ar-ri-viste (ar'evest'), n. one who has 
acquired success or money by du¬ 
bious methods. 

ar-ro-gate (ar'agat), v. to seize with¬ 
out right. 

ar-roy-o (aroi'o), n. a small water¬ 
course, dry except after rain, 

ars gra-ti-a ar-tis (arz gra'tea ar'tis), 
Latin, art for art’s sake, 

ars lon-ga, vi-ta brevis (arz loNG'gs 
ve'ta brev'is), Latin, art is long, life 
is short. 

Art Dec-o (dek'o). See modeme. 
Also, Art Deco-ra*tif (dek,3ratef,)) 

Art Dec-or (dehor')- 
ar-tel (artel'), n. (in the U.S.S.R.) a 
workers’ cooperative, 

ar-te-ri-o-sclcro-sis (arter'eoskle- 
rb'sis), n. a disease characterized by 
thickening of the artery walls. See 
also atherosclerosis. —ar'te'ri-o- 
scle-rot'ic, adj. 

ar-ti-fact, ar-tcfact (ar'tafakt), n. 
anything made by man. 

ar-ti-fice (ar'tafis), n. a trick or wile. 
Art Nou-veau (noovo'), a style of the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
characterized by highly stylized pat¬ 
terns of vines and entwined flowers, 

as-bes-to-sis (as'besto'sis), n. a con¬ 
dition of the lung caused by inhaling 

asbestos dust. 
as-cend-er (osen'dar), n. (in lower¬ 

case letters) the part extending up¬ 
ward above the top of an “x” of the 
same size and typeface. See also 
descender. 

as’cet-ic (oset'ik), n. 1. one who prac¬ 
tices severe self-denial, as for reli¬ 
gious reasons. —adj. 2. austere; self- 
denying. —as’cet'i-cism, n. 

a'sep'sis (osep'sis), n. absence of sep¬ 
sis as in wounds. —a-sep'tic, adj. 



Ashcan School 14 

Ashcan School, a group of artists of 
the early 20th century in America 
who painted scenes of city life in a 
sardonic style. 

Ash ke na zim (asHkana'zim), n. pi. 
Jews of central and eastern Europe 
or their descendants, 

ash-lar (aSH'br), n. a square-cut 
building stone; such stones collec¬ 
tively. 

as-i-nine (asbnln), adj. stupid; silly; 
idiotic. 

a-skance (askans'), adv. 1. with dis¬ 
approval or mistrust. 2. obliquely; 
sidewise. 

a'so-ma-tous (aso'matas), adj. bodi¬ 
less; incorporeal. 

as-par-tic acid (aspar'tik), an amino 
acid, recently identified in a mete¬ 
orite, used in the preparation of cul¬ 
ture media. 

as-perd'ty (asperate), n. 1. sharpness 
of manner. 2. unevenness of surface, 

as perse (aspurs'), v. 1. to slander or 
attack with damaging charges. 2. to 
spatter. —as-per'sion, n. 

as-sever-ate (asevbrat), v. to affirm 
earnestly; aver. —asseveration, 
n. 

as si du i ty (asadoobte), n. constant 
perseverance; industry, 

as-sid'u'ous (asid^yooas), adj. perse¬ 
vering; constant; unremitting, 

as-sig-na-tion (asagna'sHan), n. an 
arrangement to meet; esp. a secret 
lovers’ meeting. 

as-sim-Ma-ble (asimbbbal), adj. 
that may be assimilated, 

as-sim-i-late (asimblat), v. 1. to take 
in; absorb; understand fully. 2. to di¬ 
gest and convert (food) for absorp¬ 
tion into the system. 3. to adapt or 
adjust; become like. See also dis- 
similate.—as-sim*rla'tion,«. —as- 
sim'Ha-tive, adj. 

as-suage (aswaj'), v. to relieve; ease; 
soothe. 

asteroid (as'taroid), n. any of the 
thousands of minor planets revolv¬ 
ing round the sun between the orbits 
of Mars and Jupiter, 

as-then-ic (asf/jen'ik), adj. relating 
to or denoting a physical type charac¬ 

terized by a tall, narrow, lean build. 
See also athletic, pyknic. 

as'tig*ma'tism (astig'matizm), n. a 

defect of vision resulting from irregu¬ 
lar curvature of the cornea, 

as-tra-pho-bi-a (astrofo'bea), n. an 
abnormally intense fear of thunder 
and lightning. 

as-tro-gate (as'tragat), v. to navigate 
a spacecraft in space. —as-tro^ga' 
tion, n. 

as-tro-man-cy (as'tramanse), n. pro¬ 
phecy by means of the stars, 

as-tro-naut (as'tranot), n. one who 
has traveled beyond the earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere. Also cosmonaut, 

as-tro-nau-tics (astrono'tiks), n. the 
science of space travel, 

as-tro-phys-ics (astrofiz'iks), n. the 
branch of astronomy dealing with 
the physical properties of celestial 
bodies. —as-tro-phys'rcist, n. 

at-a-rax-i-a (atorak'seo), n. a calm 
and tranquil state free from anxiety. 
—at-a-rac'tic, at-a-rax'ic, adj. 

afia-vism (atbvism), n. a reappear¬ 
ance of a characteristic belonging to 
a remote ancestor. —at-a-vis'tic, 
adj. 

at-e-lier (atalyaO. n. a craftsman’s 
workshop or an artist’s studio, 

ath-er-o-scle-ro-sis (ath broskbro' 
sis), n. a form of arteriosclerosis 
characterized by fatty substances in 
the intima. See also arteriosclero¬ 
sis. —ath-evo-scleTot'ic, adj. 

ath-let-ic (ai/det'ik), adj. relating to 
or denoting a physical type charac¬ 
terized by a sturdy, well-propor¬ 
tioned build. See also asthenic, 
pyknic. 

at*las (at'bs), n.,pl. at lan-tes (atlan^ 
tez). a male figure serving as a sup¬ 

porting column. See also caryatid. 
at-ra-biH-ous (atrabil'eas), adj. mo¬ 
rose; gloomy; sad. 

a-tri-um (a'tream), n. either of the 
two heart chambers that receive 
blood from the veins, 

at-ro-phy (at'rafe), n. 1. a withering 
away of an organ in the body. —v. 2. 
to waste away, as from lack of use. 
—a-troph-ic (atrof'ik), adj. 
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at-ta-che (ataSHa'), n. a diplomatic 
official employed in a technical capa¬ 
city on the staff of an embassy, as a 
military attache. 

at-ten-irate (aten'yooat), v. 1. to 
make slender or thin. 2. to reduce in 
force or value. —ad). 3. slender; ta¬ 
pering. —at-ten-u-a1 tion, n. 

at-ti-tu-di-nize (atatoo'danlz), v. to 
pose; strike an attitude, 

at-tra-hent (at'rahant), adj. drawing 
to; attracting. 

at-trite (atrlff), v. to wear away as by 
harassment or by friction. —at-tri' 

tion, n. 
a-typ-i-cal (atip'ikal), adj. deviating 

from type; not typical; irregular, 
au con-traire (5 kantrer') French, on 

the contrary. 

au cou-rant (5 kooraN'), French, up- 
to-date; aware of the latest trends, 

news, etc. 
au-di-ent (o'deant), adj. hearing; 

listening. 
au-di-o-phile (o'deafTl), n. an en¬ 

thusiast in listening to high-fidelity 
sound reproduction of recorded or 
broadcast music. 

au-dio-vis-u-al (o'deovizH'ooal), 
adj. simultaneously involving hear¬ 

ing and sight. 
au fait (6 fe'), French, versed, expert, 
or knowledgable in something, 

au-gur (o'gar), n. 1. a soothsayer or 
prophet. —v. 2. to foretell the future. 

—au-gu-ry (o'gyare), n. 
au-gust (ogust,)> adj. majestic; noble; 

very eminent. 
au na-tu-rel (5 natarel'), French. 1. 

naked. 2. cooked simply. 3. uncooked, 
au-re-ole (or'eol), n. 1. a halo. 2. the 

sun’s corona during a total eclipse, 
aus-cul-tate (os'kaltat), v. to examine 

internal organs by listening to them 
through a stethoscope. —aus-cul-ta' 

tion, n. 
aus-pi-cious (ospistffas), adj. favor¬ 
able; propitious; predicting success, 

au-toch-tho-nous (otok'f/zanas), ap¬ 

pertaining to the original inhabitants 
or plants of a region. See also alloch¬ 

thonous. 
au-to-clave (o'toklav), n. an appa¬ 

ratus for sterilization by steam at 
high pressure. 

au-toc-ra-cy (otok'rase),«. 1. govern¬ 
ment by one absolute ruler. 2. a state 
so governed. —au-to-crat-ic (o'ta- 
krat'ik), adj. 

au-to-da-fe (o,todafa,)> n.,pl. au-tos- 
da-fe. the public burning of heretics 
condemned by the Spanish Inquisi¬ 
tion. [literally, act of faith] 

au-to-e-rot-ic (o'tbarot'ik), adj. pro¬ 
ducing sexual excitement without 
another person. —au-to-er-o-tism 
(o'toer'atizm), «. 

au-to-mate (o'tamat), v. to introduce 
the use of automatic devices to pro¬ 
cesses formerly either performed or 
controlled by people. —au-to-ma' 
tion, n. 

au-tom-a-ton (otom'aton), n., pi. au- 
tam-a-ta. 1. a mechanical figure or 
device which moves itself. 2. a person 
who acts mechanically, 

au-to-nom-ic nervous system (ota- 
nom'ik), the nervous system that 
controls the involuntary functions of 
the heart, blood vessels, etc. 

au-ton-o-my (oton'ame), n. 1. self- 
government; independence. 2. a 
self-governing community. —au¬ 
tonomous, adj. 

au-to-nym (offanim), n. one’s real 
name; an author’s own name, 

au-to-troph (o'tatrof), n. a micro¬ 
organism using carbon dioxide as its 
source of carbon. See also hetero- 
troph. —au'to-troph-ic, adj. 

au-tres temps, au-tres moeurs 
(otra taN; otra murs'), French, other 
times, other customs, 

aux-e-sis (ogze'sis, okse'sis), n. in¬ 
duction of cell division, esp. by the 
influence of a chemical agent. See 

also merisis. 
aux-o-car-di-a (ok 'sokar'dea), n. en¬ 
largement of the heart, 

a-vant-garde (a'vaNgard'), adj. 1. 
characterized by unorthodox and 
experimental treatment of visual, 
literary, or musical material. —n. 2. 

the radical group in these fields, 
av-a-tar (avatar^), n. 1. an incarnation, 

in Hindu mythology, of a god. 2. the 
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manifestation or display of an atti¬ 
tude or principle. 

a-ver (avur'), v. 1. to declare with 
confidence; to affirm strongly. 2. (in 
law) to assert as a fact. —a-ver'ral, n. 

adverse (avurs'), adj. having a feeling 
of repugnance; opposed; disinclined. 
See also adverse. —a-ver-sion 
(avur'zHan), n. 

a-vi-an (a'vean), adj. pertaining to 
birds. 

a-vi-ar-y (a'veere), n. a large cage, or 
building, containing cages for hous¬ 
ing birds. 

a-vi-cul-ture (a'vakulcHsr), n. the 
breeding or keeping of birds. 

av-i-ga-tion (avaga'sHan), n. aerial 
navigation. 

a-vi-on-ics (a'veon'iks), n. the science 
and application of electronics in avia¬ 

tion. 
a-vun-cu-lar (avuNG'kyalar), adj. 1. 
pertaining to or characteristic of an 
uncle. 2. kind; cheerful, 

ax-i-om (ak'seam), n. a generally ac¬ 
cepted principle or proposition; a 
self-evident truth. —ax-i-o-mat'ic, 
adj. 

ax-on (ak'son), n. a nerve fiber of the 
neuron which transmits impulses 
away from the cell. Also neurite. See 
also neuron. 

a-zon-ic (azon'ik), adj. not local; not 
restricted to a particular zone, 

az-y-gous (az'agas), adj. not forming 
one of a pair, as a leaf or a bodily organ. 
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Bab bitt (bab'it), n. a complacent per¬ 

son who conforms unthinkingly to 
middle-class standards. 

Ba-beHze (ba'ballz, bab'allz), v. to 
make confused or unintelligible. 

Ba-bin-ski’s reflex (babin'skez), a 
reflex upward movement of the great 
toe, caused by stroking the sole of 

the foot. 
bab'ka (bab'ka), n. a sweet-flavored 
yeast cake, spongy in texture and 

made with raisins. 
ba‘boon-er-y (baboo'nare), n. un¬ 
couth or stupid behavior, 

ba'bush'ka (baboosH'ka), n. a wo¬ 
man’s scarf, worn as a head covering 
with the ends tied under the chin, 

bac'ca-lau-re-ate (bakalo'eit), n. 1. 
a bachelor’s degree. 2. a religious 
service at a university or other educa¬ 

tional institution. 
bac-cha-nal (bakanaB), »• 1. a drunk¬ 
en reveler. 2. a drunken orgy or feast, 
bacchant (bak'ant), n. a devotee of 
Bacchus the ancient Greek god of 

wine; a drunken reveler. 
Bacchic (bak'ik), adj. pertaining to 

Bacchus the ancient Greek god of 

wine; riotously drunk, 
baccif-er-ous (baksif'aras), adj. 

bearing or yielding berries, 
bac-ci-form (bak'safarm), adj. 

shaped like a berry; coccoid. 
baccivor-ous (baksiv'aras), adj. 

feeding on berries. 

bac-il-lar-y (basGlere), adj. 1. shaped 
like a rod or bacillus. 2. pertaining to 
or produced by bacilli, 

ba-cil-lus (basiBas), n. any of various 
rod-shaped bacteria producing 
spores in the presence of free oxygen, 

back bench, any of the seats reserved 
for backbenchers. See also front 
bench. 

backbencher (bak'ben'cHar), n. 

any member of the British House of 
Commons who does not sit on the 
front benches reserved for those 
holding ministerial posts and for op¬ 
position party spokesmen, 

back-lash (bak'laSH), n. any sudden 
or violent reaction, esp. one against 
a movement of reform, etc. 

back-sheesh (bak'sHesH), n. See 

baksheesh. 
back-ward-a-tion (bakwardafsHan), 

n. a fee paid by a seller of stock on the 
London Stock Exchange to the buyer 
in compensation for its deferred de¬ 

livery. 
bac-te-ri-a (bakter'ea), n. pi, sing. 
bac-te-ri-um (bakter'eam), any of 
numerous microscopic organisms 
found in organic matter and causing 
putrefaction, fermentation, disease, 

etc. 
bac-tcri-cide (bakter'isTd), n. some¬ 
thing capable of destroying bacteria, 

bac-te-ri-ol-o-gy (bakter'eol'aje), n. 
the science or study of bacteria. 

17 
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bac-te-ri-ohy-sis (bakter'eol'isis), n. 
the destruction or dissolution of bac¬ 
teria. 

bac-te-ri-o-phage (bakter'eafaj), n. a 
virus that attacks certain bacteria, 

bac -te Ti -os 'CO 'py (bak ter' eos 'k ape), 
n. the examination of bacteria under 
a microscope. 

bac-te-ri-o-sta-sis (bakter 'easta'sis), 
n. the inhibition of the growth of bac¬ 
teria without destroying them. 

bac-te-ri’O'Stat (bakter'eastat), n. 
anything that inhibits the growth of 
bacteria. 

bac-ter'oid (bak'taroid), n. 1. any of 
the rod-like or branched organisms 
found in the root nodules of nitrogen¬ 
fixing plants. —adj. 2. resembling 
bacteria. Also bac-te'ri-oid. 

bacde-roi-des (baktaroi'dez), n., pi. 
bac-te-roi-des. any of a number of 
rod-like bacteria found in man and 
animals. 

ba-cu-li-form (bakydo'laform'), adj. 
shaped like a rod. 

bac-u-line (bak'yalin), adj. pertain¬ 
ing to the cane or rod or its use as a 
means of punishment, 

ba-di-geon (bodijbn), n. a substance 
used to repair superficial defects in 
woodwork or masonry, 

bad-i'nage (badanazH'), n. light, 
playful repartee or banter; teasing; 
raillery. 

ba-gasse (bagas'), n. the residue left 
after making sugar from sugar cane 
or beets. 

bag-a'telle (bag3tel,)) n. 1. an unim¬ 
portant trifle; something of little 
value. 2. a short, light piece of music. 
3. a game, similar to billiards, played 
on an oblong board with a cue and 
balls. 

ba-gel (ba'gal), n. a hard roll shaped 
like a doughnut, made of leavened 
dough that has been boiled before 
baking. 

bagn-io (ban'yS), n. 1. a brothel. 2. an 
Oriental prison for slaves. 3. a public 
bath or bathing house, 

ba-guette (baget/), n. 1. a gem cut in 
a rectangular shape; this shape. 2. (in 
architecture) a small molding. 

ba'hu-vri'hi (bahoovre'he), n. a com¬ 
pound noun or adjective comprising 
two parts, the first, which is adjec¬ 
tival, describing the second, which 
is substantival, as fairminded, redeye. 

bail-ifT (baHif), n. 1. a minor officer 
employed by some U.S. courts. 2. 
(in Britain) an officer employed by a 
sheriff to serve writs, make arrests, 
etc. 3. (in Britain) the overseer or 
manager of an estate or farm, 

baihi-wick (baMawik), n. 1. the area 
in which a bailiff has jurisdiction. 2. 
one’s sphere of interest, skill, author¬ 
ity, or responsibility, 

bain-ma-rie (ban'roare'), n., pi. 
bains-marie (ban'iinare'). a vessel 
containing hot water inside which 
another vessel, usually containing 
food, is placed for heating, 

ba-kla-va (baklava'), n. a pastry, ori¬ 
ginating in Near Eastern countries, 
made of thin dough filled with nuts 
and honey. 

bak-sheesh, back-sheesh (bakr- 
SHeSH), n. (in Eastern countries) a 
gratuity, tip; alms. 

baha-cla'va (balakla'va), n. a close- 
fitting woolen covering for the head 
and ears. 

bal'a-lai-ka (babll'ka), n. a Russian 
musical instrument, similar to a gui¬ 
tar, having a triangular shaped body, 

balance of payments, the difference 
between a country’s total payments 
to foreign nations and its total income 
from them. 

balance of power, the distribution of 
forces among two or more countries 
to prevent any one of them from be¬ 
coming the dominant power, 

balance of trade, the difference in 
monetary value between a country’s 
imports and exports, 

bal-a-noid (balbnoid), adj. having 
the shape of an acorn, 

bal-a-ta (balbta), n. a gum obtained 
from the latex of the bully tree, used 
in making golf balls, machinery belts, 
etc. 

ba-laus-tine (balos'tin), n. the dried 
flowers of the pomegranate used in 
the preparation of medicines. 
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bal-brig-gen (balbrig'an), n. a cotton 
fabric used in underwear and hosiery, 

bal-co-net (balkanet'), n. a railing 
outside a window giving the effect of 
a balcony. 

bal-da-chin (bal'dakin), n. 1. a silk 
fabric embroidered with gold or sil- 

- ver threads. 2. a canopy carried over 
an important person or sacred object 
in religious processions. 3. a canopy 
over an altar, etc. 

bal-der-dash (bol'dardasit), n. a 
meaningless or nonsensical verbal 

hodgepodge. 
bal-dric (bol'drik), n. a belt, often 
ornamented, worn over one shoulder 
to support a sword, etc. 

ba-leen (balen'), n. whalebone, 
balefful (bal'fal), adj. having a deadly 

or malicious influence; harmful; 

pernicious. 
Balkan frame, a frame over a bed for 

supporting a broken limb in a splint 

in traction. 
Bal-kan'ize (bol'kanlz), v. to split up 

a large region or country into small, 
relatively impotent and often mutu¬ 
ally conflicting states. —Bal-kan-i- 

za'tion, n. 
bal'let-o mane (balet'aman), n. a 

lover of the ballet. 
bal-lis-tic (balis'tik), adj. pertaining 

to the study of the motion of pro¬ 

jectiles. 
bal-lis-to-car-di-o-graph (balis'- 

tbkar'deagraf), n. a device used in 
medicine to ascertain cardiac output. 
—bal-lis-to-car'di-o-gram, n. 

bal-lot-tine (bal'aten), n. a dish of 
meat, poultry, or fish, prepared as a 
kind of galantine, usually served hot. 

bal-ly-hoo (bal'ehoo), n. exaggerated 
or blatant publicity on behalf of a 

cause; clamor; outcry, 
bal-ma-caan (balmakan'), n. a short 

overcoat for men, usually of rough 
wool, and with raglan shoulders, 

balneal (bal'neal), adj. pertaining 

to baths or bathing, 
bal-ne-ol-o-gy (balneol'aje), n. the 
science or study of the therapeutic 

use of baths and bathing, 
bal-op-ti-con (balop'tikon), n. an ap¬ 

paratus used for projecting images of 
objects by reflected light, 

bal-us-ter (bal'astar), n. one of a 
series of upright supports for a 
banister. 

bal-us-trade (bal'astrad), n. a banis¬ 
ter with its supporting row of balus¬ 
ters. 

ba-nal (ba'nal, banal'), adj. lacking 
originality; trite; commonplace; 
stereotyped. 

ba-naus'ic (bano'sik), adj. of practi¬ 
cal use only; utilitarian; functional, 

ban'deau (bando'), «• a band or rib¬ 
bon worn around the forehead for 
ornamentation or for binding the 

hair. 
ban-de'riMa (bandare'a), n. a barbed, 

decorated dart used by banderillos 
in bullfighting. 

ban-de-riMe-ro (bandareer'o), n., pi. 
ban-de’riHe-ros (bandareer'os). (in 
bullfighting) an assistant to the 
matador, who sticks banderillas in 
the back of the bull’s neck, 

ban’dog (ban'dog7), n. any dog kept 
chained, esp. a mastiff or blood¬ 

hound. 
ban'dodeer (bandaler'), n. a belt 
worn over the shoulder having small 
pockets or loops for holding car¬ 
tridges. Also ban'do-lier'. 

ban-dy (ban'de), v. to exchange; pass 
from one to another; convey to and 

fro. 
bane (ban), n. a cause of death or 

disaster; a curse. 
Ban’gadore torpedo (baNGalor'), a 

metal pipe containing an explosive 
mixture and used for making gaps in 
barbed wire, detonating mines, etc. 

banns (banz), n. a proclamation, esp. 
one given in church, of an intended 

marriage. 
ban-tam-weight (ban'tamwat'), n. a 
boxer whose maximum weight for 
his class does not exceed 118 pounds, 

ban-ter (ban'tar), 1. n. light, playful 
teasing. —v. 2. to speak in a teasing 

or playful manner; make fun of. 
ban-zai (banzl'), inter]., n. a Japanese 

patriotic cry or cheer of triumph, 
[literally, (may you live) 10,000 years] 
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bar-ag-no-sis (baragno'sis), n. lack 
or loss of ability to judge the weight 
of an object. See also barognosis. 

bar-bi-tal (bar'bital), n. a hypnotic 
drug. 

bar-bi-tu-rate (barbictVarat), n. any 
of a group of organic compounds 
used as sedatives or hypnotics, 

bar-bi-tur-ism (barbicH'arizm), n. 
poisoning resulting from excessive 
use of barbiturates, 

bar-ca-role^ar-ca-rollefbar'karol), 
n. a Venetian boat song or a piece of 
music in imitation of this, 

bar-chan (barkan,)> n. a sand dune 
formed in the shape of a crescent, 
with the ends pointing away from 
the direction of the wind, 

bar-es-the-sia (barist/ze'zHa), n. the 
ability to perceive pressure, 

bar-ghest (bar'gest), n. an evil spirit 
appearing as an omen of death or 
misfortune. 

Bar-me-cid-al (barmisl'dal), adj. 
providing an illusion of plenty or 
abundance; illusory, 

bar mitz-vah (barmits'va), 1. a cere¬ 
mony marking the formal admittance 
of a boy as an adult member of the 

Jewish community. 2. theboy himself, 
bam (barn), n. a unit used for measur¬ 

ing cross-sectional areas of atomic 
nuclei. ICh24 sq. cm. 

bar-og-no-sis (barogno'sis), n. the 
ability to judge variations in W'eight 
of an object. See also baragnosis. 

bar-o-gram (bar'agram), n. a graph 
traced by a barograph, 

bar-o-graph (bar'agraf), n. a barom¬ 
eter which records automatically, 

ba-rom-e-ter (barom'itar), n. an in¬ 
strument which indicates relative 
changes in atmospheric pressure, 

bar-on-et (bar'anit), n. (in England) 
a member of a hereditary order below 
a baron and above a knight, 

ba-roque (barok'), n. an extravagant 
style in European art and architec¬ 
ture, often characterized by elaborate 
and even grotesque ornamentation, 
prevalent in the seventeenth and 
early eighteenth centuries, 

bar-o-ther-mograph (barat/mr'- 

magraf), n. an instrument that auto¬ 
matically records atmospheric pres¬ 
sure and temperature. 

bar-o-ther-mo-hy-gro-graph (bar'- 
at/mr'mahEgragraf), n. an instru¬ 
ment that automatically records at¬ 
mospheric pressure, temperature, 
and humidity. 

bar-o-trau-ma (baratro'ma), n. pi. 

bar-o-trau-ma-ta (bar 'atro'mata), 
bar-o-trau-mas. injury to the ear¬ 
drum caused by a change in atmo¬ 
spheric pressure. 

bar-ra-tor (bar'atar), n. one who com¬ 

mits barratry. 
bar-ra-try (bar'atre), n. 1. a fraudu¬ 
lent or negligent action by the captain 
or crew of a ship at the expense of 
the owners. 2. frequent instigation of 
quarrels and lawsuits, considered as 
an illegal action. 3. traffic in ecclesi¬ 
astical promotions or offices of state. 

bar-reHiou.se (bar'alhous), n. a vig¬ 
orous, rough and crude style of jazz. 

bar-rio (bar'ryo), n. (in Spain and 
Spanish-American countries) one of 
the sections into which a town or city 
is divided. 

ba-sal (ba'sal), adj. relating to or con¬ 

stituting the base; basic; essential; 
minimal. 

ba-salt (basolt'), n. a dark-colored, 
dense, igneous rock of volcanic ori¬ 
gin, often found in the form of 
hexagonal columns, 

bash-i-ba-zouk (basH'ebazook'), n. a 
member of an irregular force of 
mounted troops in the Ottoman 
Empire. 

bas-i-lar (bas'alar), adj. relating to, 
growing from, or situated at, the base. 
Also bas'i-lar-y. 

ba-sil-ic (basiEik), adj. pertaining to 
a king; regal; royal. 

ba-sil-i-ca (basiEiko), n. an early 
Christian or medieval church. 

bas-i-lisk (basilisk), n. 1. a mythical 
reptile said to have a fatal breath and 
glance. 2. a small lizard of tropical 
America. 

bas-re-lief (baralef'), n. a kind of 
sculpture in which the projecting 
parts stand out only slightly from the 
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surrounding surface. Also bas-so- 
ri-lie-vo (bas'brale'vS). 

bastard title. See half title, 
bas-ti-na-do (bastana'do), n., pi. bas- 
ti-na-does. a blow or a beating with a 
stick, esp. as applied to the soles of 
the feet as a method of punishment, 

bas-tion (bas'cHan), n. a fortress or 
strongpoint. 

bath mitz-vah, bas mitz-vah (has 
mitsGa), 1. a ceremony marking the 
formal admittance of a girl as an 
adult member of the Jewish com¬ 
munity. 2. the girl herself. See also 
bar mitzvah. 

ba-thos (ba't/zos), n. 1. a descent from 
the sublime to the ludicrous or from 
the exalted to the commonplace. 2. 
sentimentality; pathos lacking sin¬ 

cerity. 
bath-y-al (bat/z'eal), adj. pertaining 

to the ocean depths, 
bath-y-met-ric (batfomet'rik), adj. 

pertaining to the measurement of 
depths of water in oceans, seas and 
lakes. —ba-thym'e-trist, n. —ba- 

thym'e-try, n. 
bath-y-pe-lag-ic (bat/z'apolaj'ik), adj. 

pertaining to the deeper parts of an 

ocean. 
bath-y-scaphe (bat&fiskaf), n. a sub¬ 
mersible sphere used for exploring 
the depths of the ocean. Also bath¬ 
yscaph (bat&Gskaf), bath-y-scape 

(bat&Gskap). 
bath-y-sphere (bat/zfisfer), n. a spher¬ 

ical diving chamber for deep-sea ob¬ 

servation. 
ba-tik, bat-tik (batek', bat'ik), n. a 
method of preparing fabrics for hand¬ 
dyeing by coating with wax the parts 

which are not to be dyed, 
ba-tiste (batest,)> n. a fine, usually 

sheer fabric of plain weave, 
bat-man (batsman), n. the soldier ser¬ 

vant of a British army officer, 
ba-tra-chi-an (batra'kean), adj. per¬ 

taining to the vertebrate amphibians, 

as frogs, toads, etc. 
bat-tol-o-gize (batol'ajlz), v. to repeat 

words or phrases excessively in 

speech or writing. 
bat-tol-o-gy (batol'aje), n. the con- 

beguile 

stant, tiresome repetition of words in 
speech or writing. 

baud (bod), n. a measure, equivalent 
to one unit per second, used in teleg¬ 
raphy to ascertain the speed of signal¬ 
ing. 

Bau-haus (bou'hous), adj. pertaining 
to a school of design established in 
Germany in 1918 which emphasized 
chiefly the functional aspect of de¬ 
sign. 

bau-xite (bok'slt), n. a rock, the chief 
ore of aluminum. 

ba-var-dage (bavardazH/), n. foolish 
or nonsensical talk, 

bawd (bod), n. a prostitute; a woman 
who keeps a brothel, 

bawd-y (bo'de), adj. indecent; ob¬ 
scene; salacious. 

bayou (bl'oo), n. a creek, tributary, 
or outlet of a river, etc. 

ba-zoo-ka (bazoo'ka), n. a portable 
rocket launcher, for destroying tanks 
and other armored vehicles, 

bea-dle (be'dal), n. 1. an official who 
supervises ceremonial processions at 
British universities. 2. a minor parish 

official. 
bear-ish (berfisH), adj. marking or 
tending toward a decline in stock ex¬ 
change prices; economically unfa¬ 
vorable, occasioning investors’ cau¬ 
tious retreat. See also bullish, 

beat generation, those who matured 
after World War II, and who, 
through disillusionment, rejected 

traditional moral standards and 
sought refuge in mysticism and the 
relaxation of social tensions, 

beat-nik (bet'nik), n. one who rejects 
traditional standards and adopts un¬ 
conventional behavior, dress, etc. 

beau geste (bozHest'), pi. beaux 
gestes (bozHest'), a graceful or con¬ 
ciliatory gesture, esp. one intended 

only for effect. 
beau monde (bo moNd^i the world 
of fashionable society, 

be-di-zen (bidl'zsn), v. to ornament 

or dress gaudily or vulgarly, 
be-guile (bigll'). v. to deceive or in¬ 

fluence by trickery; charm; capti¬ 

vate. 



begum 22 

be-gum (be'gom), n. a Muslim wo¬ 
man or widow of high rank, 

be-havior-ism (biha'vygrizm), n. a 
theory in psychology that empha¬ 
sizes the importance of the objective 
study of facts of behavior and actual 
responses. 

be-he-moth (bihe'mot/z), n. a huge 
and powerful animal or man. 

be-laud (bilod'), v. to bestow lavish 
praises upon, esp. with the aim of 
causing ridicule. 

bel'dam (bel'dam), n. an old woman; 
a hag. 

be-lea-guer (bile'gar), v. to beset with 
troubles; annoy; afflict, 

bel-es-prit (belespre'), n., pi. beaux- 
es-prits (bbzespre'). a witty or intel¬ 
lectually gifted person, 

be-lie (bill'), v. to give a false impres¬ 
sion of; prove false; contradict, 

bel-li •cose (bel'akbs), adj. aggressive; 
quarrelsome; warlike, 

bel-lig-er-ent (balij'arant), adj. 1. 
aggressive; hostile; waging war. —n. 
2. a nation in a state of war. —bel-lig' 
er-ence, n. 

bell-weth-er (bel'weTHar), n. one 
who takes the lead or initiative, as a 
male sheep which leads the flock, 
usually carrying a bell round its neck. 

bel'O'man'cy (bel'amanse), n. fore¬ 
telling the future by the use of arrows, 

bel-o-noid (bel'anoid), adj. shaped 
like a needle or stylus, 

be-lu-ga (baloo'ga), n. the white stur¬ 
geon. 

be-muse (bimyooz'), v. to bewilder; 
confuse; stupefy. 

be-mused (bimyoozd'), adj. bewil¬ 
dered, confused; preoccupied; lost 
in thought. 

bench warrant, a warrant issued by 
a judge or court for the apprehension 
of an accused or guilty person, 

bends (bendz), n. pi. See decompres¬ 
sion sickness. 

bend sinister, a diagonal band run¬ 
ning across an escutcheon from top 
left to bottom right, supposedly a 
sign of bastardy. 

ben-e-dic-tion (ben'idik'sHan), n. 1. 
the conferring of a blessing in a formal 

manner. 2. a special service in the 
Roman Catholic Church, 

ben-e-fac-tor (ben'ofak'tor), n. one 
who gives help to others; one who 
provides financial assistance for a 
cause, institution, etc. 

be-nef-ic (bonif'ik), adj. doing or 
causing good. 

ben-e-fice (ben'ofis), n. an ecclesias¬ 
tical office or living held by an Angli¬ 
can clergyman; the revenue derived 
from this. 

be-nef-i-cent (banef'isant), adj. do¬ 
ing or producing good; kindly; gen¬ 
erous. —be-nef'i-cence, n. 

be-nevo'lent (banev'alant), adj. 
characterized by a desire to do good; 
showing good will; well-wishing. 
—be-nev'o-lence, n. 

be-night-ed (binl'tid), adj. 1. ignor¬ 

ant, backward. 2. overtaken by dark¬ 
ness or night. 

be-nign (binln'), adj. 1. kindly; well 
disposed; gentle. 2. (of a tumor, etc.) 
not malignant; mild, 

be-nig-nant (binig'nant), adj. kind, 
gracious; beneficial, 

be-nig-ni-ty (binig'nite), n. kindness; 
goodness. 

ben-ny (ben'e), n. Slang, any amphet¬ 
amine tablet, esp. Benzedrine, 

ben-thos (ben't/zos), n. the animals 
and plants that live at the bottom of 
the sea. 

be-queath (bikweth'), v. to give, 
leave, or dispose of by will; transmit; 
pass on to. 

be-quest (bikwest'), n. something be¬ 
queathed ; a legacy, 

be-rate (birat'), v. to scold; chide 
angrily; rebuke. 

ber-dache (bardasH'), n. an Ameri¬ 
can Indian tribesman who adopts the 
clothing and duties of a woman, 

be-reave (birev'), v. to deprive, esp. 
by death; leave destitute; make dis¬ 
consolate; rob. 

be-reft (bireft'), adj. deprived; desti¬ 
tute. 

be-rhyme (birim'), v. to commemo¬ 
rate in verse. 

berm (burm), n. a path or edge along¬ 
side a road, canal, etc. 
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ber-serk (bursurk'), adj. in a mur¬ 
derous rage; frenziedly destructive, 

be seech (bisectT), v. to plead ur¬ 
gently; implore; appeal humbly, 

be-seem (bisem,)> v. to be worthy, 
suitable, or fitting. 

be-smirch (bismurCH'), v. to detract 
from the good name of; sully or tar¬ 
nish. 

be-sot (bisot,)) v. to make intoxicated; 
stupefy with drink, 

be-speak (bispek'), v. to suggest; sig¬ 
nify; indicate. 

be-spoke (bispok,)> adj. (in Britain) 
(of clothing) custom-made, 

bes-tial (bes'CHal), adj. cruel; in¬ 
human; barbarous, 

bes-ti-al-i-ty (bes'CHeal'ite), n. 1. bes¬ 
tial behavior or character. 2. gratifica¬ 
tion of brutish or animal instincts, 
appetites, etc. 3. sexual relations be¬ 
tween a human being and an animal, 

bes-ti-ar-y (bes'cHeere), n. a collec¬ 
tion of moralizing stories using ani¬ 
mals as the characters, 

be-ta-tron (ba'tatron), n. a device 
that accelerates electrons to high 
energy by varying a magnetic field, 

be-tel nut (be'tal), the areca nut, 
chewed by people of Southeastern 

Asia. 
bete noire (bat nwar'), pi■ betes 
noires (bat nwarz')- a person or thing 
regarded with particular loathing or 

fear. 
be-think (bitMNGk'), v. to consider, 
think or reflect; recall; resolve or 

determine. 
be-tide (bitid'), v. to happen; come 

to pass. 
be-times (bitimz'), adj. early; soon, 
be-tise (betez'), n. a stupid or foolish 

remark or act. 
be-to-ken (bith'kan), v. to signify, 
portend; be an indication or evidence 

of; show. 
bev-a-tron (bev'atron), n. (in physics) 

a device for accelerating protons to 

very high energies, 
bey (ba), n. 1. a provincial governor 
under the Ottoman Empire. 2. a title 
of respect given to high-ranking Tur¬ 

kish dignitaries. 

bez-el (bez^al), n. a groove in a setting 
for holding a gem. 

bhang, bang (baNG), n. the leaves and 
stalks of Indian hemp used as a nar¬ 
cotic or an intoxicant, 

bhees-ty, bhees-tie (be'ste), n. (in 
India) a water-carrier, 

bi-a-ly (beaHe), n. a roll made of white 
flour and flavored with onion, 

bi-an-nu-al (blan'yooal), adj. 1. oc¬ 
curring twice a year. 2. (sometimes) 
occurring every two years. See also 
biennial. 

bi-be-lot (bib'16), n. a small decora¬ 
tive object having esthetic value or 
prized for its rarity, 

bib-li-o-clast (bibMeaklast), n. one 
who destroys books, 

bib-li-og-o-ny (bib'leog'ane), n. the 
production and publication of books, 

bib-li-o-klept (bib'leaklept), n. one 

who steals books. 
bib-li-ol-a-try (bibfleoBatre), n. an 

exaggerated respect for the Bible, 
bib-li-o-man-cy (bibMeamanse), «. 
prophecy or divination from verses 
chosen from the Bible at random, 

bib-li-o-ma-ni-a (bib'leama'nea), n. 
excessive zeal for acquiring books, 

bib-li-op-e-gy (bib'leop'aje), n. the 
art of book-binding, 

bib-li-o-phage (bibMeafaj), n. a per¬ 
son with a passion for reading, 

bib-li-o-phile (bib'leaffl), n. a book- 
lover; one who is fond of collecting 
books. Also bib-li-oph'i-list. 

bib-li-o-phobe (bibHeafob), n. one 
who distrusts or dreads books, 

bib-li-o-pole (bibfleapol), n. a dealer 
in books, esp. rare books. Also bib- 

li-op'o-list. 
bib-li-o-taph, bib-li-o-taphe (bib'- 

leataf), n. one who hoards books, 
bib-li-o-the-ca (bibfleat&e'ka), n. a 

library. 
bib-li-o-ther-a-py (bib'leather'ape), 

n. the use of reading as a means of 
psychiatric therapy, 

bib-u-lous (bib'yalas), adj. given to 

alcoholic drinking. 
bi-cam-er-al (bikam'aral), adj. hav¬ 

ing or consisting of two branches or 

charibas, as a legislative body. 
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bi-cen-ten-ni-al (bl'senten'eol), adj. 

1. lasting 200 years. 2. occurring 
every 200 years. —n. 3. a 200th anni¬ 
versary. Also, chiefly Brit., bi-cen- 
te-nar-y (blsen'tanere). 

bi-cip-i-tal (blsip'ital), adj. posses¬ 
sing two heads. 

bi -cor-po-ral (bTkor'paral), adj. pos¬ 
sessing two bodies, divisions, etc. 

bi-di-rec-tion-al (bl'direk'sHanal), 
adj. operating or functioning in two 
different directions. 

Bie-der-mei-er (be'darml'ar), adj. 

denoting or relating to a style of in¬ 
terior decoration, furnishing, etc., 
found in German-speaking countries 
in the 19th century and characterized 
by ebony inlays and veneers of fruit- 
wood used in a simplified style re¬ 
sembling French Empire, 

bi-en-ni-al (blen'eal), adj. occurring 
every two years; lasting two years. 
See also biannual. 

bi-fa-cial (blfa'sHal), adj. having two 
faces; having opposite surfaces alike, 

bi-fid (bi'fid), adj. separated by a cleft 
into two parts. 

bi-flex (bl'fleks), adj. having a bend 
at two different places, 

bi-fo-cal (blfo'kal), adj. (of spectacle 
lenses) having two parts one above 
the other, the lower for near and the 
upper for distant vision, 

bi-form (bFform), adj. having or 
combining the forms of two different 
kinds of individual; hybrid, 

bi-fur-cate (bl'farkat), v. 1. to divide 
into two parts or branches. —adj. 2. 
divided into two parts; split; forked, 

big-a-mist (bigGmist), n. one who 
commits the crime of marrying a 
second time while still legally mar¬ 
ried. —big'a-my, n. 

big bang theory, a theory that the 
universe began with an enormous 
explosion and is still expanding. See 
also steady state theory, 

big-gin (big'in), n. a silver coffee pot 
with a separate container for holding 
the coffee while it is being heated, 

big-ot (bigGt), n. a person prejudiced 
against any belief or opinion different 
from his own. 

bi-jou-te-rie (beZHoo'tare), n. a col¬ 
lection of jewelry. 

bi-lat-er-al (bilatGral), adj. of or re¬ 

lating to two sides or parties; sym¬ 
metrical; two-sided, 

bil-bo (bil'bo), n. pi. bil-boes. an iron 
bar with sliding cuffs used for fasten¬ 
ing the ankles of prisoners, 

bil-let-doux (biledoo'), n. pi. bil-lets- 
doux (biledooz,)> a love letter, 

bil-lings-gate (bilhNGzgat), n. coarse 
or abusive language, 

bi-lo-ca-tion (bl'loka'sHan), n. being 
in two places simultaneously, 

bim-a-nous (bimGnas), adj. two- 
handed. 

bi-men-sal (blmen'sal), adj. happen¬ 
ing once every two months, 

bi-mes-tri-al (blmes'treal), adj. 1. 
happening every two months. 2. last¬ 
ing two months. 

bi-na-ry (bl'nsre), adj. pertaining to 
a system of numbers having 2 as its 
base. 

binary star, (in astronomy) a double 
star system in which two stars orbit 
a common center of gravity, 

bin-au-ral (blnorGl), adj. pertaining 
to, using, or adapted for two ears, 

binaural broadcasting, a system of 
radio broadcasting designed to 
achieve a stereophonic effect, 

bi-o -as-say (bl,53sa,)( n. 1. a means 
of calculating the relative strength of 
a substance by testing its effect on an 
organism. —v. 2. to test in such a way. 

bi-o-as-tro-nau-tics (bi'oastrano'- 
tiks), n. the study of the effects of 
space travel upon animal and plant 
life. 

bi-o-de-gra-da-ble(bT'6digra,dab3l), 
adj. noting a substance, esp. a house¬ 
hold cleaner, that is easily disposed 
of by bacterial decomposition, thus 
reducing pollution, 

bi-o-dy-nam-ics (bl'odlnam'iks), n. 

the study of living organisms in rela¬ 
tion to their activity, 

bi-o-e-col-o-gy (bl'SekolGje), n. the 
study of the interrelationship be¬ 
tween living organisms and their en¬ 
vironment. 

bi-o-gen-e-sis (bl'ojen'isis), n. the 
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evolution of living forms from other 
living forms. 

biological sociology, 1. the study of 
the development of social behavior 
in correlation with the study of living 
organisms. 2. the study of social be¬ 
havior treated as a phenomenon de¬ 
riving from physiological structure. 
Also biosociology. 

bi-o-lu-mi-nes-cence (bl'oloo'- 
manes'ans), n. the generation of light 
by living organisms. —bi-o-lu-mi- 
ne s'cent, adj. 

bi-ol- ysis (blol'isis), n. the destruc¬ 
tion or dissolution of a living orga¬ 

nism. 
bio ■mass (bi'omasO, n. the amount 
of living matter in a given plane or 
cubic unit of habitat. 

bi-o-med-i-cine (bl'omed'isin), n. 
medicine concerned with the rela¬ 
tionship of body chemistry and 
function. —bi-o-med'i-cal, adj. 

bi-om-e-try (blom'itre), n. the study 
of the probable length of human life. 
—bi-o-met'ric, adj. —bi•o•me•tri, 

cian, n. 
bi-o-mor-phic (bl'Smor'fik), adj. (in 

fine arts) producing or evoking im¬ 
ages of living organisms. 

bi-on-ics (blon'iks), n. the study of 
certain functions of man and animals 
and the application of the findings 
derived therefrom to the designing 

of computers. 
bi-o-nom-ics (blanom'iks), n. See 

ecology. 
bi-on-omy (blon'ame), 1. See physi¬ 

ology. 2. See ecology. 
bi-o-phys-ics (bl'ofiz'iks), n. the 
study of the application of the me¬ 
thods of physics to biological prob¬ 

lems. 
bi-op-sy (bl'opse), n. the removal of 
tissue, cells, etc., from a living body 

for examination. 
bi-o-psy-chic (bT'osl'kik), adj. relat¬ 

ing to or denoting the interaction of 
biological and psychological pheno¬ 

mena. 
bi-o-so-cial (bPoso'sHal), adj. relat¬ 

ing to or denoting the interaction of 
biological and social phenomena. 

bi-o-so-ci-ol-o-gy (bl'Ssd'seol'aje), n. 
See biological sociology, 

bi-o-sphere (bl'asfer), n. that part of 
the world in which living organisms 
can exist. 

bi-o-stat-ics (bl'ostat'iks), n. the 
study of living organisms in relation 
to their function and structure, 

bi-o-syn-the-sis (bi'osin'tMsis), n. 
the formation of chemical com¬ 
pounds by a living organism, 

bi-o-tech-nol-o-gy (bl'oteknol'aje), 
n. the study of the relationship be¬ 
tween human beings and machines, 

bi-ot-ic (blot'ik), adj. relating or per¬ 
taining to life. 

biotic potential, the capacity of an 
organism or species to reproduce and 
survive in an optimum environment, 

bi-o-type (bi'atlp), n. a group of or¬ 
ganisms sharing genetic characteris¬ 

tics. 
bip-ar-ous (bip'aras), adj. giving 

birth to offspring in pairs, 
bi-par-ti-san (blpar'tizn), adj. repre¬ 

senting, agreed upon, or supported 
by two parties, esp. political parties, 

bi-par-tite (bTpar'tlt), adj. 1. having 
two parts or divided into two. 2. 

shared by two. 
bi-ped (bl'ped), n. 1. an animal with 

two feet. — adj. 2. having two feet. 
Also bi-ped-al (bl'pedal). 

bi-pod (bl'pod), n. a two-legged stand 

or support. 
bi-pro-pel-lant (bl'prapel'ant), n. a 

rocket propellant consisting of fuel 
and oxidizer which are kept separate 
until they are ignited in the combus¬ 

tion chamber. 
bi-ra-mous (blra'mas), adj. having 

or divided into two branches. Also 
bi-ra-mose (bTra'mds). 

bird-ie (bur'de), n. (in golf) one stroke 
under par on a hole. See also bogey, 

eagle. 
bi-sect (blsekt'), v. to divide or cut 

into two, usually equal, parts; split 

into two; fork. 
bi-sex-u-al (blsek'sHoosl), adj. 1. 

having both male and female repro¬ 
ductive organs. 2. (of people) sexually 
attracted to both sexes. —n. 3. one 
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having the reproductive organs of 
both sexes. 4. one who is sexually 
attracted to both sexes. 

bis-sex-tile (blseks'til), adj. having 
or denoting February 29, the extra 
day of a leap year. 

bis-sex-tus (blseks'tas), n. February 
29th considered as the extra day 
added every four years to the Julian 
calendar. 

bi-sym-met-ri-cal (blsimet'rikal), 
adj. denoting or having two planes of 
symmetry at right angles to each 
other. 

biv-ou-ac (biv'ooak), n. 1. a tempo¬ 
rary encampment, esp. a military one, 
providing very little protection. —v. 
biv-ou-acked, biv-ou-ack-ing. 2. to 
sleep or rest in such an encampment. 

black powder, an explosive com¬ 
posed of saltpeter, sulfur, and pow¬ 
dered charcoal, used in fireworks, etc. 

Black Shirt, a member of a fascist 
organization wearing a black shirt as 
a distinctive part of its uniform. 

blanch (blancH), v. (in cookery) to 
scald or parboil in order to whiten or 
skin. 

blanc-mange (bbrnanj'), n. a jelly- 
like pudding made with milk, corn¬ 
starch, and gelatin, and flavored with 
rum, vanilla, etc. 

blan-dish (blan'disH), v. to seek to 
influence with flattering words; coax; 
cajole; flatter. —blan'dish-ment, n. 

blan-quette (blaNket'), n. a stew of 
veal, lamb, or chicken prepared in a 
white sauce, served with cooked 
onions, mushrooms, etc. 

blas-pheme (blasfeirF), v. to speak 
about God or sacred things without 
respect or reverence; curse; revile; 
swear. 

blas-phe-mous (blas'famas), adj. ut¬ 
tering or containing profane lan¬ 
guage; irreverent. 

blas-phe-my (blas^fame), n. an im¬ 

pious or profane utterance about 
God or sacred things; irreverent at¬ 
titude towards anything considered 
sacred; abusive speech. 

bla-tant (bla'tnt), adj. flagrantly ob¬ 

vious; disagreeably noisy; conspic¬ 

uous in a vulgar or offensive manner, 
blath-er-skite (blaTH'arsklt), n. one 

given to blustering or empty talk. 
Blau-e Rei-ter (blou'ri'tor), a group 
of artists employing free form and 
unconventional colors, active in Mu¬ 
nich in the early 20th century, 

blench (blenCH), v. to flinch; shy 
away through lack of courage; quail, 

blight (blit), «. 1. a disease that causes 
plants to wither. 2. a pernicious or 
malignant influence. —v. 3. to cause 
to wither. 4. destroy; shatter, 

blithe (bllTH), adj. 1. joyful; cheerful; 
glad. 2. carefree ; heedless of respon¬ 
sibility. 

blood count, the number of blood 
cells in a given volume of blood, 

blous-on (bloozonO) w. a woman’s 
blouse-like outer garment drawn in 
at the waist. 

blowout (blS'outO, n. See flameout. 
blowz-y (blou'ze), adj. 1. having a 

coarse reddish-colored complexion. 
2. untidy in appearance; unkempt; 
sluttish. 

blue laws, a number of rigorous, puri¬ 
tanical laws designed to regulate 
morals, forbidding such activities as 
dancing, drinking, etc. 

blue-nose (bloo'nbz'), n. a prudish, 
censorious or puritanical person, 

blue-ribbon jury, a jury consisting 
of better educated or more intelligent 
people selected to try especially diffi¬ 
cult or complex cases, 

blue-sky law, any law providing for 
the regulation of the sale of securities, 

blue-stock-mg (bloo'stokiNG), n. a 
woman who devotes herself to schol¬ 
arly or literary pursuits. 

B’nai B’rith (b^na, brit/i,)> a Jewish 
organization which promotes the 
educational and cultural improve¬ 
ment of Jews. 

boat-el (boteF), n. a hotel at or near 
the waterside with docking space, 
providing accommodation for people 
traveling by boat. 

bo-cage (bokazH'), n. (in the arts) a 
decorative pattern consisting of foli¬ 
age, trees, branches, etc. 

boc-cie (bocH'e), n. a kind of lawn 
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bowling played by Italians in a nar¬ 
row court. 

bock beer, a variety of strong, dark 
beer. 

bo-de-ga (boTHe'ga), n. (in Spanish 
America) a grocery store, 

bod'kin (bod'kin), n. a sharp, slender 
instrument for making holes in 
leather, cloth, etc. 

boff (bof), n. (in the theater) a hu¬ 
morous remark or saying which 
causes the audience to laugh, 

bo-gey (bo'ge), n. (in golf) one stroke 
over par on a hole. See also birdie, 
eagle. 

bog'gle (bog'al), v. to be dismayed or 
alarmed; shrink from; hesitate; wa¬ 
ver. 

bo-gie (bo'ge), n. the rear wheel as¬ 
sembly unit of a truck, 

bo-gus (bh'gas), adj. 1. sham; not 
genuine; false. —n. 2. (in printing) 
matter set by a compositor which 
duplicates material already supplied. 

Bo-he-mi-an (bShe'meon), n. a per¬ 
son, esp. one with artistic preten¬ 
sions, who scorns conventional social 
behavior. 

boil-er-mak'er (boil'tarmakar), n. 
whiskey drunk with beer as a chaser, 

boite (bwat), n. a night-club, 
bo-la (bo'la), n. (in South America) a 
missile consisting of a length of cord 
with two or more heavy balls at each 
end, thrown so as to entangle the legs 

of cattle, etc. 
bodide (bo'lld), n. a large meteor; a 

fireball. 
bo-lo (bo'lo), n. a heavy, machete-like 
knife with a single cutting edge used 

in the Philippines. 
Bol-she-vik (bol'sHavik), n. 1. a mem¬ 

ber of the extreme wing of the Russian 
Social-Democratic party which 
seized power in 1917. 2. a member of 
a Communist party in any other 
country. —Bol'she-vism, n. 

bodus (bo'los), n. (in medicine) a 
large pill, usually in the form of a 

sphere. 
Bo-marc (bo'mark), n. a type of U.S. 
surface-to-air missile, 

bom-bast (bom'bast), n. pompous or 

pretentious language. —bom-bas' 
tic, adj. 

Bombay duck, a small fish used when 
dried as a relish with curries, etc. 
Also bummalo. 

bombe (bom, bomb), n. a frozen des¬ 
sert made in a round mold and con¬ 
sisting of ice cream, mousse, etc. 

bom-be (bomba'), adj. (of furniture) 
curving or bulging outward, 

bo-na fi-de (bo'nsfTd), in good faith; 
without intention to deceive, 

bon-ho-mie (bon'sme), n. kindliness; 
good nature; joviality, 

bon mot (bon' mo'), pi. bons mots 
(bon'moz'). an apt or clever remark; 
a witty saying. 

bon-ny-clab-ber (bon'eklab'ar), n. 
thick, sour milk. 

bon-sai (bon'sl), n. pi. bon-sai. 1. a 
potted plant, usually a tree, which 
has been dwarfed by special methods 
of cultivation, pruning, etc. 2. the art 
of growing such plants, developed 
in Japan. 

bon vi-vant (boN vevaN'), one who 
takes pleasure in good food and 
drink; an epicure. 

boon-docks (boon'doks), n. an un¬ 
inhabited area, esp. one overgrown 
with vegetation; any remote area, 
esp. in the countryside, 

boon-dog-gle (boon'dogal), n. 1. 
trivial or useless work, carried out 
to give the appearance of being busy. 
—v. 2. to perform such work, 

boot-less (boot'lis), adj. of no avail; 
fruitless; useless. 

bo-rax (bo'aks), n. cheap or shoddy 
merchandise, esp. furniture, 

bor-del-lo (bordel'o), n. a brothel, 
bor-de-reau (bordaro'), n. pi. bor-de- 
reaux (bor'darhz'). a detailed note, 
esp. one listing documents, 

bo-re-al (bor'ea), adj. pertaining to 
the north or the north wind, 

borscht (borsHt), n. a Russian soup 
of beef stock flavored with cooked 
beets. 

borscht circuit, (in theatrical use) 
the nightclubs and other entertain¬ 
ments in the Catskill Mountains, 
considered as a Jewish resort area. 
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bor-stal (bor'stal), n. (in England) a 
reformatory for young delinquents, 

bos-cage (bos'kij), n. a thicket; a 
growth of trees or shrubs, 

bos-ket (bos'kit), n. a thicket or grove. 
—bosk-y (bos'ke), adj. 

bot-an-o-man-cy (bot'anamanse), n. 

prophecy based on examination of 
plants. 

bot-te-ga (bota'ga), n. pi. bot-te-gas, 
bot-te-ghe (bota'ge). the studio of an 
artist of repute where students and 
apprentices learn. 

bot-u-lin (boCH'alin), n. the toxin 
produced by botulinus, the cause of 
botulism. 

bot-u-li-nus (boCHall'nas), n. pi. bot- 
u-li-nus-es. the bacterium, Clostri¬ 

dium botulinum, which secretes botu- 
lin. 

bot-u-lism (boCH'alizm), n. acute 
food poisoning caused by the pres¬ 
ence of botulin in food, 

bou-chee (booSHa'), n. a small, cup¬ 
shaped piece of puff pastry used as a 
receptacle for an hors d’oeuvre, etc. 

bouf-fant (boo fan t'), adj. full, puffed 
out, as a skirt, sleeves, etc. 

bouil-la-baisse (boolyabas'), n. a 
kind of soup or stew made of various 
kinds of fish. 

bou-le-var-dier (bbol'avarder'), n. a 
man-about-town who frequents fa¬ 
shionable places. 

bou-le-ver-se-ment (boolversmaN'), 
n. a turning upside down; upset, 

bound-en (boun'dan), adj. under an 
obligation; morally obliged, 

bou-quet (booka'), n. the distinctive 
aroma of a wine. 

bou-quet gar-ni (boka' game'), a 
selection of herbs, tied in a cloth bag, 
used for flavoring soups, sauces, 
stews, etc. 

bour-geois (boorzHwa'), n. pi. bour¬ 
geois. 1. a member of the middle 
class, esp. a merchant or business¬ 
man. 2. one whose outlook is sup¬ 
posedly determined chiefly by pri¬ 
vate property interests. —adj. 3. 
consisting of or belonging to the 
middle class. 4. conventional or limi¬ 
ted in outlook; lacking in taste. 

bour-geoi-sie (boor'ZHwaze'), n. the 
middle class, esp. as contrasted with 
the proletariat or wage earners, 

bouse, bowse (bous, bouz), n. a spree; 

a drinking bout. 
bou-stro-phe-don (boostrofe'don), n. 

writing in which alternate lines read 
in opposite direction, 

bou-tique (bootek'). «• a small shop 
that sells fashionable clothes or 
luxury items. 

bo-va-rism (bo'vorizm), n. a distort- 
edly magnified opinion of one’s own 
abilities; conceit. 

bo-vine (bS'vTn), adj. resembling an 
ox; sluggish, stolid, or dull. 

Bow bells (bo), the bells of the church 
of St. Mary-le-Bow, in the East End 
of London: the only true Cockneys 
are traditionally those bom within 
sound of them. 

bowd-ler-ize (bod'brlz), v. to expur¬ 
gate (a book, play, etc.) prudishly, by 
omitting passages considered inde¬ 
cent or immodest. 

bo-yar (boyar'), n. a member of the 
old Russian nobility, abolished by 
Peter the Great. Also bo-yard', 

bra-ce-ro (braser'o), n. pi bra-ce-ros. 
a Mexican laborer who does seasonal 
farmwork in the U.S. 

bra-chyl-o-gy (brakil'aje), n. brevity 
of speech; a concise means of expres¬ 
sion. 

brack-ish (brak'isH), adj. having a 
slightly salty flavor, 

brad-y-aux-e-sis (brad'eogze'sis), n. 

(in an organism) the growth of a part 
at a slower rate than the whole. See 
also isauxesis, tachyauxesis. 
—brad-y-aux-et'ic, adj. 

brad-y-car-di-a (brad'ikar'dea), n. 

an abnormally slow pulse rate, 
brad-y-ki-net-ic (brad'ikinet'ik), adj. 

moving very slowly; having a slow 
rate of motion. 

brad-y-tel-ic (brad'itel'ik), adj. hav¬ 
ing a slower rate of evolution than 
normal for a specific group, species, 
etc. See also horotelic, tachytelic. 

brag-ga-do-ci-o (bragado'sHeb), n. 1. 
one who boasts; a braggart. 2. empty 
boasting. 
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brag-gart (brag'art), n. a boastful or 
bragging person. 

Braille (bral), n. a system that enables 
the blind to read, using combinations 
of raised dots as symbols, 

brain-storming (bran'storm'iNG), 
n. a technique in which a group of 
people hold a spontaneous discus¬ 
sion in order to stimulate creative 
thinking, develop new ideas, etc. 

brain-wash-ing (bran'woSH'iNG), n. 
a forcible, systematic method of in¬ 
doctrination used to undermine a 
person’s political or religious beliefs 
and to compel him to accept contrary 
ones. 

braise (braz), v. to cook slowly in a 
little liquid in a closed pan. 

bran-dish (bran'disH), v. to shake or 
wave in a menacing or ostentatious 
manner. 

bran-dreth (bran'drith), n. 1. a wood¬ 
en railing or fence around a wall. 2. a 
three-legged stand of iron placed 
over a fire. 

bran-ni-gan (bran'agan), n. a squab¬ 
ble or brawl; a spree, 

brash (braSH), adj. reckless, impetu¬ 
ous, rash; impudent; tactless, 

brass-age (bras'ij), n. a charge levied 
by a mint to cover the cost of coining 
money. 

bras-sard (bras'ard), n. an armlet or 
badge worn on the upper arm; a piece 
of armor worn to protect the arm. 

bras-se-rie (bras/are,)) n. a restau¬ 
rant, saloon, etc., providing food or 
alcoholic drinks. 

brat-tle (brat'l), n. 1. a clattering or 
rattling noise. —v. 2. to make such 

a noise. 
brat-wurst (brat'warst), n. a sausage 

made of pork, spices, etc. 
bra-va-do (brova'do), n. an ostenta¬ 

tious display of courage; a swagger¬ 
ing pretense of bravery, 

bra-vu-ra (bravydor'a), n. pi. bra-vu- 
ras. a display of brilliance or daring 
in the performance of something, 

bray (bra), v. to crush or pound into 
fine pieces or powder, 

bra-zen (bra'zon), adj. 1. made of 
brass. 2. resembling brass in color, 

sound, etc. 3. shameless; insolent; 
impudent. 

bread (bred), n. (Slang) money, 
break bone fever. See dengue, 
brec-ci-a (brecH^ea), n. a rock con¬ 
sisting of sharp fragments of older 
rock embedded together in a matrix, 

breech delivery, a birth in which the 
baby’s posterior or feet are presented 
first. 

breeches buoy, a life buoy fitted with 
canvas breeches and moving on a 
rope, enabling a person to be hauled 
from a ship to shore or to another 
ship. 

bre-telle (briteF), n. an ornamental 
shoulder strap. 

bre-vet (bravet'), n. a commission 
granting a military officer higher rank 
without extra pay. 

Brie (bre), n. a variety of soft, white, 
self-ripening cheese originated in 
France. 

bri-gand (brig'and), n. a bandit who 
lives by robbing travelers, esp. in 
forests and mountains, 

brig-and-age (brig'andij), n. the 
work of brigands; robbery; plunder, 

brink-man-ship (briNGk'mansHip), 
n. the art of following a dangerous 
course of action to the limits of safety 
in order to achieve one’s ends, 

bri-oche (bre'dSH), n. a roll or sweet 
bun made from eggs and yeast, 

bri-quette, bri-quet (briket'), n. a 
block of compressed coal dust used 
for fuel. 

bri-sance (brizans'), «• the power of 
high explosive to shatter, 

bris-ket (bris'kit), n. the breast of an 
animal, esp. that part lying nearest 
the ribs and considered as a cut of 
meat. 

broach (brbCH), v. 1. to introduce or 
mention for the first time. 2. to break 
the surface of water from below, 

broad-spec-trum (brodspek'tram), 
adj. denoting an antibiotic that is 
effective against a number of orga¬ 

nisms. 
bro-cade (brokad'), n. a heavy fabric 
having an elaborate raised pattern in 

silver or gold. 
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broc-a-tel, broc-a-telle (brok'atelO, 
n. a kind of brocade having a pattern 
woven in high relief, 

bro-chette (br5sHet/), n. a small spit 
or skewer used in cooking, 

bro-gan (bro'gan), n. a coarse, strong¬ 
ly made shoe, esp. one reaching to 
the ankle. 

brogue (br5g), n. 1. a strongly made, 
comfortable shoe, often with decora¬ 
tive perforations. 2. English spoken 
with a pronounced Irish accent, 

bro-mide (bro'mld), n. 1. a trite or 
platitudinous remark. 2. a tiresome 
or boring person. 

Bronze Age, a period in human cul¬ 
ture, occurring between the Stone 
Age and the Iron Age, characterized 
by the use of bronze tools and wea¬ 
pons. 

brook (brook), v. to put up with, bear, 
tolerate. 

Brook Farm, a farm in West Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, the scene of an ex¬ 
periment in communistic living dur¬ 
ing 1841—7. 

broth-el (broTHGl), n. a house for 
prostitution. 

brou-ha-ha (brooha'ha), n. uproar, 
hubbub, turmoil. 

bruit (broot), v. to spread a rumor, 
bru-le (broola'), n. a forest region 

destroyed by fire. 
bru-mal (broo'mal), adj. occurring in 
winter; wintry, 

brume (broom), n. mist; fog. 
brummagem (brumGjom), adj. 
gaudy, cheap, and inferior, 

brunch (brunCH), n. a meal taken late 
in the morning combining both 
breakfast and lunch, 

brusque (brusk), adj. having a curt or 
abrupt manner; rough; blunt, 

brus-que-rie (brus'kare), n. a display 
of brusque manners, 

brut (broot), adj. (of champagne) very 
dry. 

brux-ism (bruk'sizm), n. the grind¬ 
ing of teeth, esp. during sleep, 

bubble chamber, an apparatus con¬ 
taining heated liquid designed to 
make visible the paths of ionizing 
particles as a row of bubbles. 

bu-bon-ic plague (byoobon'ik), a 
virulent form of plague characterized 
by the growth of inflammatory swell¬ 

ings called buboes, 
buc-cal (buk'al), adj. relating to the 

cheek, the sides of the mouth or the 

mouth itself. 
buc-ca-ro (bookar'o), n. a kind of 
unglazed pottery. 

buc-co-lin-gual (buk 'aliNG'gwol), 
adj. relating to the cheek and tongue, 

bu -cen-taur (byoosen'tor), n. the 
state barge formerly used by the doge 
of Venice for the ritual of wedding 
the state to the Adriatic Sea. 

Buch-man-ism (bobk'manizm), n. 
the principles and beliefs of the 
Moral Re-Armament Movement, 
formerly the Oxford Group, which 
advocated strict observance of high 
moral standards both publicly and 
privately. 

buck-a-roo (buk/orob,)) n. a cowboy, 
bucket shop, a broker’s establish¬ 
ment which speculates fraudulently 
against its customers’ interests, 

buck-eye (buk'T'), n. a work of art, 
esp. a painting, produced as a sale¬ 
able commodity and generally lack¬ 
ing intrinsic worth, 

buck-ram (buk'ram), n. a durable, 
plainwoven cotton cloth used for 
binding books, making interlinings, 
etc. 

bu-col-ic (byookol'ik), adj. relating 
to shepherds or the countryside; 
pastoral; rural. 

Bud-dhism (bood'izm), n. a religion 
of southern and eastern Asia, teach¬ 
ing that suffering is an essential 
characteristic of life and that libera¬ 
tion can be achieved only through 
enlightenment and self-purification, 

budg-er-i-gar (bujGregar), n. a small 
parakeet of Australia, 

buff-er (buf'ar), n. a unit designed to 
store computer data until these can 
be fed into their appropriate unit for 
processing. 

buffer state, a small state lying be¬ 
tween two powerful states, esp. one 
which by its position lessens the risk 
of conflict between them. 
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buf-fet1 (buffit), v. to strike with the 
hand; push against or strike re¬ 
peatedly. 

buf-fet2 (bof!'), n. 1. a china cup¬ 
board or sideboard; a counter or bar 
for refreshments. 2. a meal set out 
on a table, etc., usually offering a 
choice of dishes to be eaten inform¬ 
ally. 

bu-lim-i-a (byoolim'eo), n. a morbid 
and constant hunger; an unnatural 
craving for food. 

bull (bool), n. a document issued by a 
pope. 

bul-la (boolG), n.,pl. bul-lae (booFe). 
a seal attached to a papal bull. 

bul-lion (booFyan), n. gold and silver 
considered as bulk, and not as manu¬ 
factured articles. 

bull-ish (booFisH), adj. (in a stock 
market, etc.) marked by, conducive 
to or tending toward a rise in prices, 
occasioning investors’ optimism. See 
also bearish. 

bully tree, any of various tropical 
American trees which yield balata. 

bum-boat (bum'bot), n. a small boat 
used to ferry provisions to ships lying 
in harbor. 

bum-ma-lo (bumGlS), n. See Bom¬ 
bay duck. 

bump-tious (bump'sHas), adj. exces¬ 
sively and unpleasantly self-asser¬ 

tive. 
Bund (boond), n. a pro-Nazi organiza¬ 

tion in the U.S. before World War 

II. 
Bun-des-rat (boon'dasrat), n. 1. the 

upper chamber of the parliament of 
the German Federal Republic. 2. the 
federal council of Switzerland. 

Bun-des-tag (boon'dastag), n. the 
lower chamber of the parliament of 
the German Federal Republic. 

bung (buNG), n. a plug or stopper for 
the hole in a wooden barrel. 

bung-start-er (buNG'startar), n. a 
hammer for removing a bung, 

bun-ko (buNG'kd), n. pi. bun-kos. a 
confidence trick or swindle in a 
gambling game, etc. 

bunko steerer, a swindler, esp. one 
who entices a victim into a gambling 
game in which he will be cheated, 

bun kum (buNG'kam), n. deceitful 
speechmaking by a politician calcu¬ 
lated to impress his constituents, 

bur-geon (bur'jan), v. to expand 
quickly; flourish. 

bu-rin (bydor'in), n. a steel cutting 
tool used for engraving metal, mar¬ 
ble, etc. 

burke (burk), v. to murder, as by 
smothering, so as to leave no traces 
of violence. 

bur-nish (bur'nisH), v. 1. to polish by 
friction so as to make smooth and 
shiny. 2. (in engraving) to rub (the 
dots of a halftone) so as to flatten and 
enlarge them. 

bur-noose, bur-nous (bamoos'), n. a 
hooded cloak worn by Arabs, 

burn-out (burn'out'), n. the stage in 
the flight of a rocket engine when the 
propellant fuel ceases to provide 
power. 

bur-sar (bur'sar), n. an official at a 
university, etc., having charge of 
financialmatters. —bur-sar-i-al(bar- 

ser'eal), adj. 
burse (burs), n. a small receptacle as a 

pouch, purse, etc. 
bus-by (buz'be), n. a tall fur cap with 

a bag hanging down from the top, 
worn by certain British Army regi¬ 

ments. 
bus-kin (bus'kin), n. 1. a high shoe 
with thick soles worn by actors in 
ancient Greek drama. 2. tragedy; the 
tragic style of acting, 

byte (bit), n. a unit of machine-read¬ 
able information equal to eight bits. 
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ca-bal (kabafl), n. a small group of 
persons engaged in secret plotting, 
as against a government, etc. 

cab-a-la (kabGla, kaba'la), n. an eso¬ 
teric theosophical system based on a 
mystical interpretation of the Scrip¬ 
tures. 

cab-a-lism (kabGlizm), n. the doc¬ 
trines or the interpretation of the 
cabala. —cab'adist, n. 

cabinet wine, a German wine of 
good quality. 

cab-o-chon (kabGsHon), n. a roun¬ 
ded, polished but not faceted pre¬ 
cious stone. 

ca-bo-clo (kabo'kloo, kabo'klo), n. a 
Brazilian Indian. 

ca-boo-dle (kaboo'dl), n. the whole 
collection; the lot. 

cab-o-tage (kabGtij), n. 1. navigation 
or trade restricted to coastal waters. 
2. the restriction of air transport 
within a country’s borders to that 
country’s aircraft. 

ca’canny (kakan'e), n. (in Britain) a 
work slowdown by employees in a 
factory, etc., in order to reduce pro¬ 
duction. 

cac-cia-to-re (kacmtor'e), adj. (of an 
Italian dish) containing or prepared 
with tomatoes, mushrooms, herbs, 
etc. Also cac-cia-to'ra. 

cach-a-lot (kaSH'alot), n. See sperm 
whale. 

cache (kaSH), n. 1. a hiding place for 

treasure, stores, etc. 2. something so 
hidden. 

cachcpot (kaSH'pot), n. a decorative 
container for concealing a flower pot. 

ca-chet (kaSHa'), n. a mark or sign of 
approval or distinction, esp. as con¬ 
ferred by a person in authority, 

ca-chex-i-a (kakek'sea), rt. general 
poor health accompanied by emacia¬ 
tion as the result of chronic disease, 

cach-in-nate (kak'anat), v. to laugh 
noisily or excessively, 

ca'chou (kaSHoo,)> n. a pill eaten to 
sweeten the breath, 

ca-cique (kasek'), n. the head man of 
an Indian tribe in Mexico or the 
West Indies. 

caco'de-mon (kak'ade'man), n. a 
demon or evil spirit, 

cac-o-e-thes (kak'de't/jez), n. an in¬ 
satiable desire; mania, 

cac-o-gen-ic (kak'ajen'ik), n. See 
dysgenics. 

ca-cog-ra-phy (kakog'rofe), n. 1. in¬ 
artistic or illegible handwriting. See 
also calligraphy. 2. bad spelling. See 
also orthography. 

ca-col-o-gy (kakolGje), n. defective 
speech. 

ca-coph-o-ny (kakofGne), n. harsh¬ 
ness or discordance in sound. See 
also euphony. —ca-coph'o-nous, adj. 

ca-cu-mi-nal (kakyoo'monl), adj. ar¬ 
ticulated with the tip of the tongue 
turned up to touch the roof of the 

32 



33 calculus 

mouth under the hard palate. Also 
cerebral, retroflex, 

ca'das-tral (kodas'trol), adj. of or 
pertaining to property boundaries, 
land divisions, etc. 

ca das tre, ca-das ter (kadas'tar), n. 
an official register of property, giving 

details of ownership, etc. 

ca*dence (ka'dns), n. 1. the beat or 

measure of any rhythmical motion. 

2. (in music) a sequence of chords 

showing the end of a section or 

phrase. 

ca-dent (kii'dnt), adj. having rhythm 

or cadence. 

ca-den-tial (kaden'sHal), adj. denot¬ 

ing or relating to a cadence in music, 

ca-den-za (kaden'za), n. an elaborate, 

ostentatious passage for a solo instru¬ 

ment or voice in a concerto, aria, etc. 

ca-dre (ka'dro), n. a nucleus of skilled 

people who train others in an expand¬ 

ing organization, military unit, etc. 

ca-du-ce-us (kadoo'seos), n. the sym¬ 

bolic staff carried by Mercury as 

herald of the gods, now used as a 

symbol for medicine, 

ca-du'ci-ty (kadoo'site), n. 1. senility. 

2. the quality of being transitory; 

impermanence. 

cae-cum (se'kam), n., pi. cae-ca 
(se'ka). See cecum, 

cae-no-gen-e-sis (se'najen'isis), n. 

See cenogenesis. 
ca fard (kafar'), «■ a mood of melan¬ 

choly or deep depression, 

ca-fe au lait (kaf'a 6 la'), coffee with 

hot milk in equal proportions. 

ca*fe bru-lot (kaf'a broolo'), black 

coffee flavored with sugar, lemon, 

spices, and brandy, ignited briefly 

before being drunk, 

caf'tan, kaf tan (kaf'tan, kaftan'), n. 
a coat-like garment with long sleeves 

and tied at the waist, 

ca-hier (kaya'), n. a report of the pro¬ 

ceedings, transactions, /etc., of an 

official body. 

Cai’no-zo-ic (kl'nazo'ik), n. See 

Cenozoic. 
cairn (kern), n. a heap of stones serv¬ 
ing as a landmark, memorial, etc. 

Also cam. 

cais-son disease (ka'san). See de¬ 
compression sickness. 

cai-tiff (ka'tif), n. 1. a contemptible 

or cowardly person. —adj. 2. base; 

despicable. 

ca-jole (kajol'), v. to coax or persuade 

with flattery; deceive with false pro¬ 

mises. —ca-jol'er*y, n. 
cakes and ale, the pleasures of life; 

enjoyment of material things. 

cakTa-var-tin, chakTa-var-tin 
(CHuk'ravar'tin), n. (in Indian philo¬ 

sophy) one who rules the world per¬ 

fectly, bringing justice and peace to 

all. 

cal-a-boose (kal'aboos), n. a prison; 

jail. 

cal-a’inan-co (kal'amaNG'ko), n. a 

woolen, glossy fabric brocaded in the 

warp so as to produce a pattern on 

one side only, common in the 18th 
century. 

cal-a-thi-form (kal'at/zaform), adj. 

shaped like a cup. 

calced (kalst), adj. having shoes on 

the feet; shod. 

cal-car-e-ous (kalker'eas), adj. con¬ 

sisting of or containing calcium car¬ 

bonate; chalky. 

cal-ci'fi'ca-tion (kal'safika'sHan), n. 
the action of changing into lime, esp. 

by the deposition of lime salts in 

tissue. 

cal-ci-fy (kal'safi), v. to make hard, 

as by the deposition of calcium salts; 

make or become intransigent or un¬ 

yielding. 

cal-ci-mine (kal'samln), n. a white 

or tinted wash for distempering walls, 

ceilings, etc. 

cal-cine (kal'sln), v. to change into 

calx through the action of heat. 

calc-tu-fa (kalk'too'fa), n. See tufa. 
Also cal-tuff (kal'tuf). 

cal-cudous (kal'kyalas), adj. pertain¬ 

ing to or caused by a calculus or small 

stone. 

cabcu-lus (kal'kyalas), n., pi. cal-cu* 
li (kal'kyali). 1. (in mathematics) a 

systematic method of calculation us¬ 

ing a special symbolic notation. 2. a 

stony mass sometimes found in the 

kidneys, gall bladder, etc., and usu- 
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ally made up of layers of mineral 
salts. 

cal-de-ra (kalder'a), n. a large crater 
formed by the collapse of the center 
of the cone of a volcano. 

cal-e-fa'cient (kal'afa'sHant), n. a 

medicinal substance producing a 

feeling of warmth. 

cabe-fac-tion (kal'afak'sHan), n. the 

act of heating; the state of being 

heated. 

cal-e-fac-to-ry (kal 'afak'tsre), adj. 
producing heat. 

cal-en-dar (kaFandar), n. a list of 
motions for consideration; agenda. 

ca-les-cent (kales'ant), adj. increas¬ 
ing in heat. 

Cal-bban (kaFaban), n. a man show¬ 
ing brutal and bestial characteristics. 

cabbber (kaFabar), n. 1. the internal 
diameter of a hollow cylinder, esp. of 
the barrel of a gun. 2. degree of merit 
or importance. 

cabbbrate (kaFabrat), v. to ascertain 
or check the graduations of (an in¬ 
strument, etc.). 

cabbcle (kaFikal), n. a cup-like shape, 
esp. as found in corals. 

cal-bduct (kaFidukt), n. a pipe used 
for conveying a means of heating, as 
hot air or water. 

cabbpash (kaFapastt), n. an edible 
greenish-colored gelatinous sub¬ 
stance lying beneath the upper shell 
of a turtle. 

cal-i-pee (kaFape), n. an edible, yel¬ 
lowish-colored gelatinous substance 
attached to the lower shell of a turtle. 

ca-liph, ca-lif, ka-lif, ka-liph (ka'lif, 
kaFif), n. a religious or civil ruler in 
Muslim countries. 

cal-iph-ate (kaFafat), n. the rank, 
office, or area of jurisdiction of a 
caliph. 

cal-is-then-ics (kal'isthen'iks), n. 
physical exercises designed to devel¬ 
op bodily strength and grace of 
movement. 

calk (kok), n. an attachment to a shoe 
designed to prevent slipping on ice, 
snow, etc. Also cal-kin (ko'kin, kaF- 
kin). 

cablet (kal'it, kaMit), n. (in British 

dialect) 1. a prostitute; a woman of 
loose morals. 2. a shrewish, sharp- 
tongued woman. 

cal-lig-ra-phy (kalig'rafe), n. the art 
of fine handwriting; penmanship. 
See also cacography. 

cal-li-pyg'ban (kal'apij'ean), adj. 
having well-formed buttocks. 

cal-los-i-ty (kalos'ite), n. the condi¬ 

tion of being callous. 
cal-lous (kaFas), adj. unfeeling; in¬ 
sensitive; hardened; brutal. 

cablow (kaFo), adj. lacking maturity; 
inexperienced. 

cal-lus (kaFas), n. 1. a piece of skin 
which has become thick or hard. 2. a 
substance issuing from the ends of 
broken bone, which helps to join 
them. 

cal-ma-tive (kaFmativ, ka'mativ), 
adj. 1. tending to calm or soothe. —n. 
2. that which calms or soothes; a 
sedative. 

caboTe-cep’tor (kaFSrisep'tar), n. a 
receptor which is stimulated by heat. 

cabo-res'cence (kal 'ares'ans), n. in¬ 
candescence resulting from the ab¬ 
sorption by a body of radiation with 
a frequency less than that of visible 
light. _ 

ca-lor-ic (kalor'ik), adj. relating to 
calories or to heat. 

ca-lor-bfa-cient (kalor fifa'sHant), 

adj. pertaining to heat-producing 

foods. 

cabo-rif-ic (kal 'arifhk), adj. produc¬ 
ing heat. 

cabo-rim-e-ter (kal'ariirFitar), n. an 
instrument which measures quanti¬ 
ties of heat. 

cabo-rim-e-try (kal'arim'itre), n. the 
measurement of heat. 

ca-lotte (kaloF), n. 1. a skullcap, esp. 
as worn by Roman Catholic clerics. 
2. a small dome. 

caique (kalk), n. the borrowing by 
one language from another of a con¬ 
struction in which the structure re¬ 
mains the same but the meaningful 
elements are replaced by those of the 
native language. 

cal-trop (kaFtrap), n. a spiked iron 
ball used to obstruct the passage of 
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cavalry. Also cal-throp (kal't/zrop), 
cal-trap (kal'trap). 

cal-u-met (kaFyamet), n. an orna¬ 
mented ceremonial pipe used by 
North American Indians. Also 
peacepipe. 

ca-lum-ni-ate (kalum'neat), v. to 
malign; accuse falsely; spread mali¬ 
cious reports about. —ca-lum-m-a' 
tion, n. 

cal-um-ny (kal'amne), n. a false 
statement; a malicious report in¬ 
tended to injure another’s reputa¬ 
tion. —ca-lum'ni-ous, adj. 

calve (kav), v. 1. (of a mass of ice) to 
become detached; break up. 2. to 
split off a division or other corporate 
unit from a conglomerate, 

cal-vi-ti-es (kalvisH'eez), n. the state 
of being bald. 

cal-vous (kal'vas), adj. bald, 
calx (kalks), n., pi. calx-es, cal-ces 

(kaHsez). lime. 
cam (kam), n. an irregularly shaped 

disk or cylinder used for changing 
rotary into reciprocating motion, etc. 

ca-ma-rade-rie (kam'ara'dare), n. 
loyalty and goodwill among com¬ 
rades or friends. 

cam-ber (karrdbar), v. 1. to curve up¬ 
ward in the middle. —n. 2. a slight 
curving or arching upward, 

cam-bi-on (kam'bean), n. the off¬ 
spring of an incubus and a succuba. 

cam-bist (kam'bist), n. one who deals 
in bills of exchange; one versed in 
foreign exchange. 

Cam-bri-an (kam'brean), adj. relat¬ 
ing to the oldest geologic period, 
characterized by the preservation of 

many fossils in rocks, 
ca-mel-o-pard (kamel'apard), n. a 

giraffe. 
Cam-em-bert (kam'amber), n. a 
strong-smelling, soft-ripening, rich 

cheese. 
cam-e-o (kam'eo), n. 1. a method of 
engraving in relief upon a gem, stone, 
etc. 2. the gem or stone engraved in 
this way. 3. a short piece of detailed 
polished writing, dramatic scene, 
etc., which gives a vivid presentation 

of its subject. 

cam-er-al (kam'aral), adj. of or relat¬ 
ing to a judicial or legislative cham¬ 
ber. 

ca-mi-no re-al (kame'no real'), pi- 
ca-mi-nos re-a-les (kame'nos read¬ 
ies), (in Spanish) a highway or main 
road. 

cam-i-on (kam'ean), n. a wagon or 
truck used for carrying heavy loads, 

ca-mise (kamez'), «• a loose-fitting 
shirt or gown. 

cam-i-sole (kam'isol), n. a woman’s 
underbodice. 

cam-let (kam'lit), n. a kind of hard- 
wearing, waterproof cloth, 

ca-mou-flet (kam'afla'), n. a bomb, 
mine, etc., exploded underground, 
which makes a cavity but does not 
break the surface. 

cam-ou-fleur (kam'aflur), n. one 
who disguises objects by the use of 
camouflage. 

camp (kamp), n. 1. exaggeration or 
extravagance in gesture or style, 
speech or writing, etc., esp. when in¬ 
appropriate to the surroundings, con¬ 
text, etc. 2. one who possesses these 
qualities. —adj. 3. of or relating to 
these qualities or to one who possesses 
them. —v. 4. to make an ostentation 
or flamboyant display, often in self¬ 

parody. 
cam-pa-ni-Ie (kam'paneHe), n. a bell 
tower, esp. one separated from sur¬ 
rounding buildings, 

cam-pa-nol-ogy (kam'panol'aje), n. 
the technique or art of bell ringing or 
of making bells. 

cam-pan-u-late (kampan'yalit), n. 

shaped like a bell. 
camp-er (kam'par), n. a portable ac¬ 
commodation unit, carried on a pick¬ 
up truck and used for camping, etc. 

cam-pes-tral (kampes'tral), adj. per¬ 

taining to the countryside, 
cam-pim-e-ter (kampim'itar), n. an 
apparatus for testing the field of 
vision of the human eye. 

camp-y (kam'pe), adj. extravagant 
or exaggerated in speech, gesture, 
etc., esp. as implying homosexual 

tendencies. 
can-a-pe (kan'ape, kan'apa), n. a 
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piece of bread or toast topped with 
anchovies, caviar, or some other 
spread. 

ca-nard (k3nard,)> n. a false report or 
rumor; a hoax. 

can-dent (kan'dant), adj. heated to a 
white-hot state. 

can-des-cent (kandes'ant), adj. glow¬ 
ing, esp. as a result of intense heat; 
incandescent. 

can-did (kan'did), adj. outspoken; 
sincere; frank; unreserved; straight¬ 
forward. 

can-dor (kan'dar), n. frankness ; 
forthrightness; sincerity in speech or 
action. 

can-na-bis (kan'abis), n. a prepara¬ 
tion of Indian hemp smoked as a 
drug; hashish. 

can-nel-lo-ni (ka'nalo'ne), n. pi. 
cylindrical pieces of pasta filled with 
meat or cheese. Also can-ne-lons 
(kan'alonz). 

can-ni-bal-ize (kan'aballz), v. to dis¬ 
mantle (a machine, motor vehicle, 
etc.) in order to provide spare parts 
for use elsewhere. 

can-non-ade (kan'anad'), n. conti¬ 
nuous, heavy artillery fire, 

can-ny (kan'e), adj. cautious; pru¬ 
dent; knowing; shrewd, 

can-on (kan'an), n. an established set 
of rules, principles, etc., regarded as 
inviolate. 

ca-non-i-cal (kanon'ikal), adj. ortho¬ 
dox; recognized; standard, 

can-on-ize (kan'onTz), v. 1. to include 
within a canon, esp. of sacred writ¬ 
ings. 2. to treat as holy or sacrosanct. 

Ca-no-pic jar (kano'pik), a vase used 
by the ancient Egyptians to hold the 
entrails of a deceased person, 

ca-no-rous (kanor'as), adj. pleasant 
sounding; melodious, 

can-tan-ker-ous (kantaNG'karas), 
adj. ill-natured; quarrelsome, 

can-thar-i-des (kant/zar'idez), n. See 
Spanish fly. 

can-thus (kan't/zas), n. either of the 
angles formed by the junction of the 
upper and lower eyelids, 

can-ti-cle (kan'tikal), n. a hymn or 
song of praise. 

can-ti-le-na (kan'tle'na), n. a simple 

melody. 
can-ti-lev-er (kan'talev'ar), n. a beam 

or member projecting from a vertical 
support and secured firmly only at 

one end. 
can-til-late (kan'talat), v. to intone or 
chant. —can-til-la'tion, n. 

canting arms, a coat of arms with a 
rebus-like heraldic device that makes 
a punning allusion to the name of the 
owner. 

can-tie (kan'tl), n. 1. a slice or portion. 
2. the rear part of a saddle, usually 
projecting upward. 

can-to (kan'td), n., pi. can-tos. one of 
the main divisions of a long poem. 

can-tor (kan'tar), n. an official in a 
synagogue who leads the singing or 
sings the solo parts. 

caou-tchouc (kou'cHook), n. the na¬ 
tural milky juice of rubber trees, a 
highly elastic solid substance; rub¬ 
ber. 

ca-pa (ka'pa), n. the red cloak carried 
by a bullfighter. 

cap-a-pie (kapape'), adj. from head 
to foot. Also, cap-a-pie. 

ca-par-i-son (kapar'isan), n. 1. an 
ornamental covering for a horse. —v. 
2. to dress or deck out in a sumptuous 
or ornate fashion. 

ca-pe-a-dor (ka/peador,)) «. one who 
assists a matador by waving his red 
cloak at the bull in order to distract 
it. 

cap-il-lar-i-ty (kap'ilar'ite), n. the 
action by which the surface of a liquid 
in contact with a solid is raised or 
lowered, depending on surface ten¬ 
sion and the forces of cohesion and 
adhesion. 

cap-il-lar-y (kap'alere), adj. 1. relat¬ 
ing to or occurring in a tube having a 
very small bore. —n. 2. one of the 
tiny blood vessels connecting ar¬ 
teries with veins. 

cap-i-tal-ism (kap'italizm), n. an eco¬ 
nomic system based on the owner¬ 
ship by private individuals of the 
means of production, distribution, 
and exchange. 

cap-i-tal-ist (kap'italist), n. one who 
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makes use of his wealth for business 

ventures. 

cap-i-tal-is-tic (kapfitalis'tic), adj. re¬ 
lating to or practicing capitalism. 

cap-i-ta-tion (kapfita'sHan), n. a me¬ 

thod of assessment or enumeration 

by the head. 

ca-pi-teux (kapetd6,)) adj. French, (of 
wine) heady. 

ca-pit-u-lar (kapicH'alar), adj. relat¬ 

ing to an ecclesiastical chapter. 

ca-pit-u-late (kapicH'alat), v. to 

surrender on agreed terms; surren¬ 

der unconditionally. —ca-pit-u-la' 
tion, n. 

cap-o-ral (kap'aral), n. a variety of 
coarse tobacco. 

ca-pote (kapot'), n. a long hooded 
cloak. 

cap-puc-ci-no (kap'ooCHe'no), n. ex- 

presso coffee served with milk and 

sometimes cream. 

ca-pric-ci-o (kapre'cHeo), n., pi. ca- 
pric-ci-os, ca-pric-ci (kapre'cHe). a 

frolic, caper, or prank. 

ca-price (kapres'), n. a sudden whim 
or fancy; an abrupt and unpredict¬ 
able change. —ca-pri-cious (ka- 
pristtbs), adj. 

cap-ri-ole (kap'reol), n. a spring, 
leap, or caper. 

cap-si-cum (kap'sakam), n. common 

garden pepper. 
cap-stall (kap'stan), n. a winch for 
moving heavy weights by winding a 
cable around a vertical drum which is 
rotated by hand or mechanically. 

cap-tious (kap'sHas), adj. charac¬ 

terized by a tendency to find faults; 

hard to please; critical. 

cap-ti-vate (kap'tavat), v. to enchant; 
to enthrall by some special charm; to 

appeal irresistibly. 
car-a-van-sa-ry (kar'avan'sare), n. 

(in the East) an inn with a courtyard 
providing accommodation for cara¬ 
vans. Also car-a-van-se-rai (kar'- 

a van'sari). 
car-a-vel (karbvel), n. a small, two- 
or three-masted vessel, used by the 
Spanish and Portuguese during the 

15th and 16th centuries. 
car-bine (kar'bln), n. a short rifle, 

carking 

esp. as formerly used by mounted 
troops. 

Car-bon-if-er-ous (kar'banif'aras), 
adj. of a period occurring from 270 
million to 350 million years ago, 
noted for its vegetation, from which 
modern coal is mined, 

car-boy (kar'boi), n. a large container, 
usually of glass and protected by 
basketwork, for holding corrosive 
acids, etc. See also demijohn, 

car-bun-cle (kar'buNGkal), n. 1. a 
local inflammation of the skin result¬ 
ing in the discharge of pus and 
sloughing of dead tissue. 2. a round¬ 
ed, unfaceted garnet, 

car-ca-net (kar'kanet), n. an orna¬ 
mental jeweled circlet or neckband, 

car-cin-o-gen (karsinbjin), n. a sub¬ 
stance which produces cancer. —car- 
cin-o-gen'ic, adj. 

car-ci-no-ma (kar'sano'ma), n., pi. 

car-ci-no-mas, car-ci-no-ma-ta 
(kar'sand'mata). a malignant tumor; 
a cancer. 

car-da-mom (kar'damam), n. the 
aromatic seed of various Asian plants 
used as a spice or condiment and in 
medicine. Also carMa-mum. 

car-di-ac (kar'deak), adj. 1. relating 
to the heart. 2. relating to the anterior 
portion of the stomach, 

car-di-al-gi-a (kar'deaPjea), n. 1. 
heartburn. 2. See cardiodynia. 

car-di-ec-to-my (kar'deek'tame), n. 

1. excision of the heart. 2. excision of 
the cardiac portion of the stomach, 

car-di-o-dyn-i-a (kar,de5din,ea), n. 

pain in or near the heart, 
car-di-oid (kar'deoid), n. a mathe¬ 
matical curve in the shape of a heart, 

car-di-ol-o-gy (kar'deoFaje), n. the 
study of the heart and its functions, 

car-di-o-meg-a-ly (kar'deomegble), 
n. pathological enlargement of the 

heart. 
car-di-o-vas-cu-lar (kar'deovas' 

kyalar), adj. relating to or affecting 
the heart and blood vessels, 

card punch. See key punch, 
cark-ing (kar'kiNG), adj. 1. disturbed; 
worried; anxious. 2. penny-pinch¬ 

ing ; stingy; miserly. 
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car-min-a-tive (karmin'ativ, kar'- 
monativ), n. a drug which relieves 

flatulence. 
car-mine (kar'min, kar'mln), n. a 
rich crimson color, 

cam (karn), n. See cairn, 
car-nage (kar'nij), n. the killing of 
large numbers of people; massacre, 

car-nal (kar'nl), adj. 1. worldly; un¬ 
spiritual. 2. pertaining to the desires 
of the flesh; sensual, 

car-ne-ous (kar'ness), adj. resem¬ 
bling or having the color of flesh, 

car-net (karna'), «•, pi car-nets 
(karnaz')- a customs license permit¬ 
ting a motor vehicle to be taken from 
one country to another, 

car-ni-fi-ca-tion (kar'nafoka'sHan), 
n. the conversion into flesh of other 
tissue. 

car-nose (kar'nos), adj. relating to 
flesh; fleshlike. 

ca-rot-id (karot'id), n. either of the 
two main arteries in the neck, 

carp (karp), v. to find fault unreason¬ 
ably; complain in a querulous man¬ 
ner. 

car-pal (kar'pal), adj. of or relating to 
the wrist. 

car-pe di-em (kar'pe de'em), Latin. 
enjoy the present; get the most out 
of life while ignoring the future, 

car-phol-o-gy (karfol'aje), n. See 
floccillation. 

car-poph-a-gous (karpof'agas), adj. 
fruit-eating. 

car-re-four (kar'afoor), n. a junction 
or crossroads; public square, 

car-rel, car-rell (kar'al), n. a small 
alcove in library reserved for indi¬ 
vidual study. 

car-ri-on (kar'ean), n. dead and rot¬ 
ting flesh. 

carte blanche (kart blansH'), pi- 
cartes blanches (karts blansH')- full 
and unconditional power of action, 

car-tel (kartefl), n. an organization of 
business interests designed to regu¬ 
late output and prices, 

car-tel-ist (kar'telist), n. a member 
of a cartel. 

car-tel-ize (kar'tallz), v. to form into 
a cartel. 

car-ti-lag-i-nous (kar'tlaj'anas), adj. 
relating to or resembling cartilage, 

car-to-gram (kar'tagram), n. the pre¬ 
sentation of statistics on a map base, 

car-to-man-cy (kar'tamanse), n. for¬ 
tune-telling or divination by the use 
of playing cards. 

car-touche, car-touch (kartoosH'), 
n. an oblong or oval design enclosing 
characters representing a sovereign’s 
name, as on ancient Egyptian monu¬ 
ments. 

car-vel-built (kar'valbilt'), adj. (of a 
ship) built with the planks meeting 
flush at the seams and not overlap¬ 
ping. See also clinker-built, 

car-y-at-id (kar'eat'id), n., pi. car-y- 
at-ids, car-y-at-i-des (kar'eat'idez). 
(in architecture) a draped female 
figure serving as a supporting col¬ 
umn. See also atlas, 

cas-ca-bel (kas'kabel), n. a projection 
behind the breech of a muzzleloading 
cannon. 

ca-se-ate (ka^seat), v. to be converted 
into a cheeselike substance. —ca-se- 
a'tion, n. 

ca-se-fy (ka'safi), v. to turn into or 
become like cheese, 

ca-sem (k3surn,)> «• an army bar¬ 
racks. 

cash-ier (kaSHer,)1 v. to dismiss with 
ignomy from a position of responsi¬ 
bility, esp. in military service, 

casque (kask), n. a head covering re¬ 
sembling a helmet in shape, 

cas-sa-tion (kasa'sHan), n. cancella¬ 
tion; abrogation; annulment, 

cas-sol-ette (kas'alet'), n. a recep¬ 
tacle in which individual portions of 
food are cooked and then served; a 
casserole. 

cas-sou-let (kas/ala,)) n. a stew, origi¬ 
nally French, made of white beans, 
pork, garlic sausage, etc. 

cas-tel-lan (kas^tlan), n. the warden 
or governor of a fort or castle, 

cas-tel-la-ny (kas'tla'ne), n. 1. the 
office or dominion of a castellan. 2. 
the land belonging to a castle, 

cas-tel-lat-ed (kas'tla'tid), adj. hav¬ 
ing turrets and battlements like a 
castle. 
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cas-ti-gate (kas'tagat), v. to chastise, 

punish, or reprove severely, 

cas-tra-me-ta-tion (kas 'tromata' 

SHan), n. the art of planning or the 

act of setting up a military camp, 

cas-tra-to (kastra'to), n. (formerly) a 

male singer castrated in boyhood to 

preserve his soprano or contralto 

voice. 

cas-u-al-ism (kazH'obalizm), n. a 

philosophical doctrine holding that 

all events occur by chance, 

cas-u-ist (kaZH'ooist), n. one skilled 

in the application of general moral 

rules to specific cases, esp. one who 

reasons speciously or dishonestly, 

cas-u-is-tic (kazH'oois'tik), adj. re¬ 

lating to casuists or casuistry; spe¬ 

cious or intellectually dishonest, 

cas-u-ist-ry (kaZH'ooistre), n. the ap¬ 

plication of general moral rules to 

specific cases, esp. dishonestly or 

speciously. 

ca*sus bel-li (ka'soos bel'le), pi. ca¬ 
sus bel-li. Latin, an event which 
leads to or justifies a declaration of 

war. 
ca-tab-o-lism, ka-tab-o-lism (ka- 
tabGlizm), n. destructive metabo¬ 
lism; a process in which a complex 
substance is transformed into a sim¬ 
pler one. See also anabolism. —cat- 

a-bol'ic, adj. 
cat-a-chre-sis (kat'okre'sis), n. the 
misuse or wrong use of words, 

cat-a-clysm (katGklizm), n. a violent 
change or upheaval, esp. one involv¬ 
ing sweeping political or social 

changes. 
cat-a-elys-mic (kat'akliz'mik), adj. 

relating to, resulting from, or having 
the effect of a cataclysm, 

ca-tad-ro-mous (katad'romas), adj. 

denoting fish, like the eel, that swim 
from a fresh-water river down to the 
sea to spawn. See also anadromous, 

diadromous. 
cat-a-falque (katGfalk), n. a raised 
platform on which the coffin of a 

dead person is laid, 
cat-a-lep-sy (kat'lepse), n. a physical 

condition associated with a mental or 
nervous disorder and characterized 

by complete muscular rigidity, loss 
of sensation, etc. Also cataleptic 
seizure. 

ca-ta-logue rai-son-ne (kat'alog 
rezana'),pl. ca-ta-logues rai-son-nes 
(katGlogz rezana'), a catalog with an¬ 
notations on or detailed descriptions 
of the items listed. 

ca-tal-y-sis (katal'isis), n., pi. ca-tal- 
y-ses (katalfisez). an increase in the 
rate of a chemical reaction by the 
introduction of a substance which 
does not itself undergo permanent 
change. 

cat-a-lyst (katGlist), n. a substance 
which brings about catalysis. 

cat-a-lyze (kat'allz), v. to subject to or 

act upon by catalysis. 
cat-a-mite (kat'omlt), n. a boy kept 
for taking part in homosexual activi¬ 

ties. 
cat-am-rie-sis (kat'amne'sis), n., pi. 
cat-am-ne-ses (kat'amne'sez). the 
medical history of a sick person. 

cat-a-pha-sia (kat'afa'zHa), n. a dis¬ 

order of speech marked by constant 

repetition of a word or phrase. 

cat-a-pho-re-sis (kat'afare'sis), n. the 
action of passing medicinal substan¬ 
ces through living tissue in the direc¬ 
tion of a positive electric current; 

electrophoresis. 
cat-a-phract (kat'afrakt), n. 1. an 
armed warship of ancient Greece. 2. 

a Roman soldier in mail. 
cat-a-pla-sia, kat-a-pla-sia (kat'- 

apla'zHa), n. degeneration of cells or 

tissues or reversion to a more primi¬ 

tive form. 
cat-a-plasm (katGplazm), n. a poul¬ 

tice. 
ca-tas-ta-sis (katas'tasis), n., pi. ca- 
tas-ta-ses (katas'tasez). that part of 
a play immediately preceding the 
climax. See also catastrophe, epita- 

sis, protasis. 
ca-tas-tro-phe (katas'trafe), n. the 
decisive point in a play, esp. a tragedy. 
See also catastasis, epitasis, pro¬ 

tasis. 
ca-tas-tro-phism (katas'trafizm), n. 

the theory that important geological 
alterations in the structure of the 
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earth were caused by catastrophes 
rather than by gradual development, 

cat-a-to-ni-a, kat-a-to-ni-a (kat'oto7- 
nea), n. a mental disorder marked by 
catalepsy. 

catch-ment (kaCH7mant), n. some¬ 
thing which collects water, as a reser¬ 
voir; the water thus collected, 

cat-e-che-sis (kat'ake'sis), n. oral in¬ 
struction in the doctrines of Christi¬ 
anity. —cat-e-chet-i-cal (kat'aket7- 
ikal), adj. 

cat-e-chism (kat7akizm), n. a manual 
of instruction in the doctrines of 
Christianity, esp. in question and 
answer form. —cat'e-chist, n. 

cat-e-chize (kat'akTz), v. to teach 
doctrines, esp. those of Christianity, 
by means of question and answer, 

cat-e-chu-men (kat'akyoo'man), n. 
one who is receiving instruction in 
the basic elements of Christianity, 

cat-e-gor-i-cal (kat'ogorhkal), adj. 

without qualification; unconditional; 
absolute. 

ca-te-na (kate7na), «., pi. ca-te-nae 
(kate7ne). a connected series of re¬ 
lated things, esp. extracts from the 
writings of the fathers of the church, 

cat-e-nar-y (katCnere), n. a curve 

formed by a cord hanging freely from 
two fixed points. 

cat-e-nate (kat7anat), v. to connect in 
a series; link together, 

ca-thar-sis, ka-thar-sis (kat/far'sis), 
n. 1. (in medicine) purging; evacua¬ 
tion. 2. the relieving of emotions 
through the effects of tragic drama, 

ca-thar-tic (kat/zar'tik), adj. 1. relat¬ 
ing to catharsis. —n. 2. a purgative 
medicine. 

cath-e-ter (kat/t'itar), n. a tube de¬ 
signed to drain fluids from the body, 
esp. urine from the bladder, 

cathode ray tube (kat/z'od), a vacu¬ 
um tube in which cathode rays in the 
form of spots or lines can be observed 
on a fluorescent screen, 

cath-o-lic (kat/t'alik), adj. 1. relating 
to the Christian church as a whole. 
2. of general or universal interest. 
3. broad-minded or liberal in tastes, 
views, etc. 
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cat’s-paw (kats'po'), «• one used by 
another as a tool; a dupe, 

cau-cus (ko7kas), n., pi. cau-cus-es 
(ko'kasiz), n. 1. a meeting of persons 
belonging to a political party to no¬ 
minate or elect candidates, decide on 
policy, etc. —v. 2. to come together 
in a caucus. 

cau-dal (ko7dl), adj. relating to, or 
situated at or near the tail, 

cau-dle (ko'dl), n. a warm drink for 
invalids made from wine, brandy, 
etc., mixed with bread, gruel, eggs, 
sugar, and spices. 

cau-sa-tion (koza'sHan), n. the act of 
causing; cause; the relationship be¬ 
tween cause and effect, 

cause ce le bre (koz saleb'ra), pi. 
causes ce-le'bres (koz saleb'raz). 
any event that creates widespread in¬ 
terest, esp. a famous trial, 

cau-se-rie (kozare7), n. a chat; an in¬ 
formal discussion. 

caus-tic (kos7tik), adj. having a corro¬ 
sive effect; biting or sarcastic, 

cau-ter-ize (ko'tarlz), v. to bum with 
a hot iron, esp. in order to sear or 
destroy tissue. —cau7ter-y, n. 

ca-vate (ka7vat), adj. hollowed out so 
as to form a cave, etc. 

ca-ve-at (ka7veat), n. a legal notice to 
a court to suspend proceedings tem¬ 
porarily. 

ca-ve-at emp-tor (ka'veat emp'tor). 
the principle that the buyer of goods 
buys at his own risk unless the goods 
are covered by a warranty, 

cave ca-nem (ka7we ka7nem), Latin. 
beware of the dog. 

cav-il (kav'al), v. 1. to raise trivial 
objections; quibble; find fault un¬ 
necessarily. —n. 2. an irritating and 
pointless objection, 

cav-i-ta-tion (kav'ita7SHan), n. the 
formation of partial vacuums in a 
flowing liquid in areas of very low 
pressure. 

ca-vo-re-lie-vo (ka'vorile7vo), «., pi. 
ca-vo-re-lie-vos. a kind of sculpture 
in relief in which the highest points 
are beneath the level of the original 
surface. See also intaglio, 

ce-cum, cae-cum (se'kom), n., pi. 
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ce-ca, cae-ca (se'ka). (in anatomy) 
a cavity open at one end, esp. the 
beginning of the large intestine, 

cede (sed), v. to give up, surrender, 
or yield. 

ce-dil-la (sidiEa), n. a mark placed 
under a letter, usually indicating a 
sibilant pronunciation, 

ceil (sel), v. to overlay with wood or 
plaster, as the ceiling of a room, etc. 

cel-a-don (seEadon), n. a porcelain 
having a light green glaze, 

cel-a-ture (seEaCHoor), n. the pro¬ 

cess of embossing metal, 
cel-e-brant (seEabrant), n. the priest 
who officiates at the Eucharist, 

ce-ler-i-ty (saler'ite), n. rapidity; 
speed. 

celestial mechanics, the applica¬ 
tion of Newton’s law of gravitation 
and the laws of dynamics to the 
movements of celestial bodies, 

celestial navigation, navigation by 
observation of the position of celestial 

bodies. 
ce-li-ac disease, coe-li-ac disease 
(se'leak), a nutritional disorder in 

young children marked by poor di¬ 
gestion, diarrhea, etc. 

cel-i-ba-cy (seE abase), n. the state of 
being unmarried, esp. as the result of 

a religious vow. 
cel-i-bate (seEabat), n. 1. one who 

does not marry, esp. as the result of a 
religious vow. —adj. 2. unmarried, 

cel-lar-et, cel-lar-ette (seEareE), n. 
a cabinet or cupboard in which bottles 

of wine are stored. 
ce-lo-scope (seMaskop), n. a device 

used in medicine for examining body 
cavities. Also ce-li-o-scope (se'lea- 

sk5p). 
ce-lot-o-my (saloEame), n. See her¬ 

niotomy. 
Cel-si-us (seEseas), n. See centigrade, 
cel-ure (sel'yar), n. a decorated can¬ 

opy for a bed, throne, etc. 
ce-men-ti-tious (se'mentistEas), adj. 
having the properties of cement, 

cen-a-cle (sen'akal), n. the room in 
which the Last Supper was held, 

ce-nes-the-sia (se'nist/ie'zHa), n. See 

coenesthesia. 

centimeter-gram-second 

ce-no-bite (se'nabTt), n. a member of 
a religious group living a communal 
life. 

ce-no-gen-e-sis, cae-no-gen-e-sis 
(se'najen'isis), n. (in biology) the in¬ 
troduction, in the development of an 
individual, of characteristics which 
differentiate it from the earlier phylo- 
geny of its race or stock. See also 
palingenesis. 

cen-o-taph (sen'ataf), n. a tomb or 
monument erected as a memorial to 
a deceased person who is buried 
elsewhere. 

Ce-no-zo-ic (se'nazo'ik), adj. relat¬ 
ing to the present or tertiary geo¬ 
logical era, marked by the evolution 
of mammals. Also Cainozoic. 

cense (sens), v. to perfume with a 
censer; burn incense near, 

cen-ser (sen'sar), n. a receptacle for 
holding burning incense, 

cen-sure (sen'sttar), n. 1. strong con¬ 
demnation or disapproval. —v. 2. to 
blame or condemn; criticize severely, 

cen-te-nar-y (sen'tanere), adj. 1. re¬ 
lating to a period of 100 years. —n. 
2. a centennial. 

cen-ten-ni-al (senten'eal), adj. 1. re¬ 
lating to or marking the completion 
of 100 years. —n. 2. a 100th anni¬ 

versary. 
center of gravity, that point of a body 
at which it will balance if supported, 

cen-tes-i-mal (senteshamal), adj. re¬ 
lating to or characterized by a divi¬ 
sion into hundredths, 

cen-ti-grade (sen'tagrad), adj. relat¬ 
ing to a thermometer in which a scale 
of 100 equal degrees is fixed between 
the freezing point and boiling point 

of water. 
cen-ti-gram (sen'tagram), n. 1 /100th 

of a gram. 
cen-ti-li-ter (sen'tale'tar), n. 1/100th 

of a liter. 
cen-ti-me-ter (sen'tame'tar), n. 

1/100th of a meter, 
cen-ti-me-ter-gram-sec-ond (sen 
tame'targram'sek'and), adj. relating 

to the system of measurement in 
which the centimeter, gram, and 
second are the basic units of length, 
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mass, and time, respectively. Abbrev. : 
cgs. 

cen-trif-u-gal (sentrif'yagal), adj. 
proceeding or acting in a direction 
away from the center. 

cen-tri-fuge (sen'trafvdoj), n. an ap¬ 
paratus which uses centrifugal force 
to separate substances having dif¬ 
ferent densities. 

cen-trip-e-tal (sentrip'itl), adj. pro¬ 
ceeding toward or acting upon the 
center. 

cen-tu-ple (sen'tapal), adj. a hun¬ 
dredfold; one hundred times as 
great. 

ce-phal-ic (safahik), adj. relating to 
the head. 

ceph-a-lo-pod (sef'alapod), n. a class 
of mollusks including the squid, octo¬ 
pus, etc., having tentacles on the 
head. 

ce-ra-ceous (sara7SHas), adj. resem¬ 
bling wax in appearance or feel. 

ce-ram-ic (saram'ik), adj. relating to 
the manufacture of products from 
clay, etc. 

ce-rat-ed (ser7atid), adj. covered with 
wax. 

cer-a-tin (ser'atin), n. See keratin. 
cer-a-toid (ser'atoid), adj. horny; re¬ 
sembling horn. 

cer-e-bel-lum (ser'abeham), n., pi. 
cer-e-bel-lums, cer-e-bel-la (ser7- 
abeha). part of the hindbrain which 
coordinates movement and helps 
balance. 

cer-e-bral (ser'abral), adj. 1. relating 
to the cerebrum. 2. See cacuminal. 

cerebral palsy, a kind of paralysis 
caused by injury to the brain. 

cer-e-brate (ser7abrat), v. to think; 
use one’s mind. 

cerebrospinal meningitis (ser7- 
abr5spl7nl), inflammation of the 
meninges of the brain and the spinal 
cord. 

cer-e-brum (ser^abram), n. the larger, 
anterior part of the brain concerned 
with conscious and voluntary mental 
processes. 

cere-cloth (ser'kloth'), n. a wax- 
coated, waterproof cloth, used as a 
winding sheet. 
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cere-ment (ser'mant), n. usually pi. 
a cerecloth used as a shroud for the 

dead. 
ce-rif-er-ous (sarif'aras), adj. pro¬ 

ducing wax. 
ce-ro-graph (ser'agraf), n. an en¬ 
graving on a wax surface. —ce-rog7 
ra-phy, n. 

ce-ro-plas-tic (ser'splas'tik), adj. re¬ 
lating to modeling in wax. 

cer-ti-o-ra-ri (sur'SHearer7e), n. a 
writ issued by a higher court calling 
up for review of the records of the 
proceedings of a lower court, 

ce-ru-le-an (sarob'lean), adj. deep 
blue; resembling the blue of the sky. 

ce-ru-men (siroo'man), n. a waxy se¬ 
cretion from the glands of the external 
ear. 

cer-ve-lat (sur7valat), n. a smoked 
sausage made of pork and beef. Also 
cer've-las. 

cer-vi-cal (sur7vikal), adj. relating to 
the cervix or the neck, 

cer-vine (sur'vln), adj. relating to 
deer; deerlike. 

cer-vix (sur7viks), n., pi. cer-vix-es, 
cer-vi-ces (sur7visez). the neck or 
any part resembling a neck, esp. the 
narrow outer end of the uterus, 

ces-sion (seSH7an), n. the act of yield¬ 
ing something to another; surrender, 

ce-ta-cean (sita'sHan), adj. 1. belong¬ 
ing to a marine mammal family in¬ 
cluding whales, dolphins, etc. —n. 
2. a cetacean mammal, 

ce-te-ris pa-ri-bus (set'aris par'ibas), 
Latin, other things being equal, 

ce-tol-o-gy (setol7aje), n. the branch 
of zoology that deals with whales, 

cha-bouk, cha-buk (CHa'bbok), n. a 
whip used in eastern countries to in¬ 
flict corporal punishment, 

cha-cun a son gout (sHakbonasoN- 
gob7), everyone to his own taste, 

chad (cHad), n. the paper removed 
when holes are perforated in a card 
or tape. 

chae-toph-o-rous (kitof'aros), adj. 
bristly; having bristles, 

chaff (cHaf), n. strips of metal drop¬ 
ped by aircraft to confuse enemy 
radar systems. Also window. 
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cha-grin (sHogrin'), n. 1. disappoint¬ 
ment, vexation. —v. 2. to cause dis¬ 
appointment or vexation to. 

chak-ra-var-tin (cHukrovar'tin), n. 

See cakravartin. 
chal-ced-o-ny (CHalsedbne), n. a 
translucent variety of quartz, often 
pale blue or gray in color, 

chal-cog-ra-phy (kalkog'rafe), n. the 
technique of engraving on copper or 
brass. 

chal-co-lith-ic (kal'kalit/Fik), ad). re¬ 
lating to or characteristic of the 
Copper Age. 

chal-lah (KHiFla), n., pi. chal-lahs, 

chal-loth (KHalot')- a kind of Jewish 
bread containing eggs, 

chal-lis (sHaFe), n. a soft woolen or 
cotton fabric. 

chal-one (kaFon), n. a secretion of 
the endocrine glands that tends to 
depress activity. 

cha-lyb-e-ate (kalib'eit), adj. (of a 
mineral spring, etc.) impregnated 

with salts of iron. 
cha-made (sHomad'), «• (formerly) 

a signal sounded on a drum calling 
an enemy to a truce or parley, 

cham-ber-lain (cHanFborlin), n. an 
attendant upon a king or noble in his 
bedchamber; an official in charge of 
a royal household; a treasurer, 

cham-fer (cHam'for), n. an oblique 
surface cut into the corner of a board, 
usually at an angle of 45°; a groove, 

cham-paign (sHampan,)> n. an ex¬ 

panse of open country, 
cham-per-ty (cHam'parte), n. a de¬ 

vice whereby a party who promotes 
litigation illegally shares in the pro¬ 

ceeds. 
cham-pi-gnon (sHampin'yan), «., pi. 

cham-pi-gnons. a mushroom, 

champ-le-ve (sHaNbva'), «• a tech¬ 
nique for making jewelry and other 
small objects in which enamel is 
fused onto designs on a metal base, 

chan-cel (cHan'sal), n. the area 
around the altar of a church, reserved 

for the clergy, choir, etc. 
chan-cebler-y (cHan'sabre), n. the 
building or room in which the office 
of a chancellor is situated. 

chan-cel-lor (cHan'sabr), n. (in some 
countries) a title of various high- 
ranking officials, as judges, finance 
ministers, etc. 

chan-cre (sHaNG'kar), n. a sore or 
ulcer caused by syphilis, 

chan-croid (cHaNG'kroid), n. a soft 
venereal sore. 

chan-dler (CHand'br), n. 1. one who 
deals in naval stores or provisions. 
2. one who makes or sells candles, 

chan-dler-y (cHandMare), n. the 
warehouse, storeroom, or business 
of a chandler. 

change-ling (CHanj'liNG), n. a child 
substituted for another in infancy; a 
strange or ugly child, esp. one sup¬ 
posedly left by fairies, 

cha-no-yu (cHa'noyocF), n. a Japa¬ 
nese tea ceremony, 

chan-son (sHan'san), n., pi. chan¬ 
sons. a song, esp. as sung in French 
cabaret or music-hall, 

chan-son de geste (sh&nson da 
ZHesF), pi. chan-sons de geste 

(sHaNsoN da ZHest')- a medieval 
French epic poem. 

chan-son-nier (sHansanya'), pi- 

chan-son-niers (sHansanyaz')- a 
nightclub entertainer who combines 
singing with telling stories, jokes, etc. 

chan-teuse (sHaNtdoz'), n., pi. chan- 

teu-ses (sHaNtd6z,)• a woman who 
sings in night clubs, etc. 

chant-ey (SHan'te), n. a song sung by 

sailors at work. 
chan-ti-cleer (cHan'takler), n. a roos¬ 

ter or cock. 
Chan-til-ly (sHantiFe), n. See mous¬ 

seline. 
chap-ar-ral (cHaparaF), «• a dense 
thicket, esp. a growth of dwarf, ever¬ 

green oaks. 
cha-pa-ti (cHapat'e), n., pi. cha-pa-ti 

(cHapat'e), cha-pa-tis (cHapat'ez), 
cha-pa-ties (CHapat'ez). a kind of 
Indian flat bread made of a dough of 

flour and water. 
chap-book (cHapffidok), n. a small 
book containing popular tales, bal¬ 

lads, etc. 
cha-peau (sHapcF), n< pi- cha-peaux 

(sHapbz')- a hat. 
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chap-el (cHapbl), n. a printing house 
or the association of employees be¬ 
longing to it. 

chap-fall-en (cHap'fobn), adj. crest¬ 
fallen; downcast; dejected, 

chap-let (cHap'lit), n. 1. a garland in¬ 
tended to be worn on the head. 2. a 
string of beads. 

chap-tal-i-za-tion (sHap 'taliza'- 
SHan), n. the addition of sugar to wine 
before or during fermentation in 
order to increase the alcoholic con¬ 
tent. —chap'tal-ize, v. 

char-a-banc (sHarbbaNG), n., pi. 
char-a-banc, char-a-bancs, a motor 
coach, esp. an open one, formerly 
used for sightseeing tours, 

char-ac-ter-y (kar'iktare), n. the use 
of symbols or characters to convey 
meaning; such symbols collectively, 

char-cu-te-rie (sHarkootare,)) n., pi. 
char-cu-te-ries (sHarkootarez'). (in 
France) a butcher’s shop specializing 
in pork. 

char-cu-tier (sHarkootea'), n., pi. 
char-cu-tiers (SHarkddteaz,). a but¬ 
cher who specializes in pork, 

char-ged’af-faires (sHarzHa' dofer'), 
pi. char-ges d’af-faires (SHarzHaz' 
daferO- an official in charge of an 
embassy during the ambassador’s 
absence. 

char-i-ly (cHerble), adv. cautiously; 
carefully. 

cha-ris-ma (kariz'ma), «., pi. cha- 
ris-ma-ta (kariz'mata). an outstand¬ 
ing quality in a person that gives him 
influence and authority over others, 

cha-riv-a-ri (sHarivbre'), n. See shi- 
varee. 

char-la-tan (sHar'btn), n. one who 
fraudulently claims to have excep¬ 
tional powers of some kind, 

char-la-tan-ism (sHar'btnizm), n. 
the practices of a charlatan. Also 
char'la-tan-ry. 

char-nel (cHar'nl), n. a place where 
dead bodies are kept, 

char-nu (sHarnY'), adj. (of a wine) 
full-bodied. 

char-rette, char-ette (snaret'), n. an 
attempt to meet the deadline set for 
some task by an all-out effort. 

char-ta (kar'ta), n., pi. char-tae (karr- 
te). 1. a piece of paper impregnated 
with medicine for external use. 2. 
Also char-tu-la (kar'cHab). a piece 
of paper folded to hold powdered 
medicine. 

char-ta-ceous (karta'sHas), adj. re¬ 
sembling paper. 

char-tist (CHar'tist), n. a stock market 
official who makes forecasts by means 
of charts and graphs, 

char-treuse (sHartrooz'), «• a liqueur, 
usually pale green or yellow in color, 
made by Carthusian monks, 

char-tu-lar-y (kar'CHalere), n. a col¬ 
lection or register of title deeds, etc. 

char-vet (sHar'va), n. a soft fabric in 
silk or rayon. 

char-y (cHer'e), adj. cautious; care¬ 
ful; wary; timid; frugal or sparing. 
—char'i-ness, n. 

Cha-sid (ha'sid), n., pi. Cha-sid-im 
(hasid'im). See Hasid. 

chas-ten (cHa'san), v. 1. to inflict 
punishment upon; chastise; discip¬ 
line. 2. calm; subdue; restrain, 

chas-tise (CHastlz'), v. to punish or 
discipline by beating, 

chas-u-ble (CHaz'yabal), n. a sleeve¬ 
less outer vestment worn by a cele¬ 
brant of mass. 

chat-e-laine (sHat'lan), n. 1. the mis¬ 
tress of a castle or large country 
house. 2. a girdle or clasp for holding 
a large bunch of keys, 

cha-ton (sHatoN,)! n. an imitation 
gem made from paste, 

cha-toy-ant (sHatoibnt), adj. 1. hav¬ 
ing a changing luster or color. 2. (of 
a jewel, etc.) reflecting a single beam 
of light when cut in a convex form, 

chat-tel (cHatM), n. a movable posses¬ 
sion or item of property, 

chauf-fer (CHo'far), n. a small, port¬ 
able stove. 

chau-vin-ism (SHb'vanizm), n. ex¬ 
cessive or blind patriotism; jingoism. 
—chau'vin-ist, n. 

cheap-jack (CHep'jak), n. a peddler, 
hawker, etc., who sells cheap goods, 

che-chia (sHasH'ya), n. a close-fitting 
hat with a tassel, worn in the Middle 
East. 
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Ched-dar (cHed'ar),??. a hard, smooth 
cheese, yellow or white in color, 

chee-cha-ko (cHeCHa'ko), n. a new¬ 
comer; a naive or inexperienced per¬ 
son ; a greenhorn. 

cheese-par-ing (cHez'periNG), adj. 
miserly; mean; parsimonious, 

chef-d’oeu-vre (sHedoo'vra), n., pi. 
chefs-d’oeu'vres (sHedoo'vra). a 
masterpiece in literature or art. 

chei-li-tis (kllfftis), n. an inflamma¬ 
tion that affects the lips, 

che-la (ke'lo), n., pi. chedae (kefle). 

a nipper- or pincer-like organ of 
certain crustaceans, 

chedoid (ke'loid), n. See keloid, 
chedo-ni-an (kilo'nean), adj. relat¬ 

ing to or belonging to turtles, 
chemdc (kem'ik), adj. relating to 
alchemy. 

chemical warfare, warfare using 
poisonous or corrosive gases, 

chemd-cul-ture (kem'okul'CHor), n. 
hydroponics. 

che-mig-ra-phy (kamig'rafe), n. the 
making of engravings with the use of 
chemicals. 

chem idum i nes cence (kem'a- 
loo 'manes'ans), n. light produced by 
chemical reaction at low tempera¬ 
tures. —chemddu-mi-nes'cent, adj. 

che-min de fer (sHoman'dafer'), a 
card game similar to baccarat, 

che-mise (sHamez'), n. a woman’s 
one-piece, loose-fitting undergar¬ 
ment ; a loose, straight-hanging dress, 

chem-i-sette (sHemizet'), n. a wo¬ 
man’s garment worn over a low-cut 

bodice. 
chem-o-ki-ne-sis (kem'okine'sis), n. 
an increase in activity in an organism 
as a result of a chemical substance, 

chem-o-pause (kem'apoz), n. the 
stratum or boundary lying between 
the chemosphere and the ionosphere, 

chem o pro phy lax is (kem'oprd'- 

falak'sis), n. prophylaxis by the 
means of some chemical agent. 
—chem-o-pro-phydac'tic, adj. 

chem-o-re-cepdion (kem'brisep'- 
SHon), n. physiological response to a 

chemical stimulus. 
chem -o-re-cep-tor (kem 'orisep' tar), 

n. any sense organ stimulated by 
chemical means. 

chem-o-re-flex (kemare'fleks), n. a 
reflex brought about by a chemical 
stimulus. 

chem-O'sphere (kenffasfer), n. a stra¬ 
tum of the atmosphere in which the 
most intense chemical activity takes 
place. 

chem -o -sur-ger -y (kem' osur' j are),«. 
the use of a chemical agent to effect a 
result usually obtained by surgery, as 
the removal of tissue, etc. 

chem-o-syndhe'sis (kemasin't/zisis), 
n. the synthesis of organic com¬ 
pounds by means of energy resulting 
from chemical reactions. —chem-o- 
syn-thet'ic, adj. 

chem o tax is (kematak'sis), n. the 
attraction or repulsion to chemical 
agents shown by a cell or organism. 
—chem-o-tac'tic, adj. 

chem-o • ther-a-py (kemat/zer'ape), n. 
the use of chemical agents in the 
treatment of a disease. Also chem-o' 
ther’a'peu-tics (kem'at/zer'apyoo'- 
tiks). —chem-o-ther-a-peu'tic, adj. 

che-mot-ro-pism (kimo'trapizm), n. 
growth or movement in plants and 
other organisms in response to the 
presence of chemical stimuli, 

cheirrur’gy (kem'arje), n. a branch 
of applied chemistry which is con¬ 
cerned with the industrial utilization 
of organic substances derived from 
farm products. 

chemier (sHin'yar), n. a clump of oak 
trees growing on a hillock in marshy 
or swampy regions, 

che-nille (sHanefl), n. a fabric having 
a raised pile, used in the manufacture 
of bedspreads, etc. 

cher-chez la femme (snersna' la 
fam'), French, look for the woman (as 
the cause of trouble, etc.), 

cheroot (sHaroot'), «• a cigar cut 
square at each end. 

cherry picker, any of various kinds 
of crane with a jointed boom for lift¬ 

ing loads vertically, 
cher-so-nese (kur'sanez), n. a penin¬ 

sula. 
chert (cHurt), n. a rock resembling 
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flint and composed of microcrystal¬ 
line quartz. 

cher-vil (CHur'vil), n. a herb with 
aromatic leaves, belonging to the 
parsley family and used to flavor 
salads, soups, etc. 

che-val glass (sHsval'), a full-length 
mirror suspended on a frame so that 

it can be tilted. 
cheval screen, a fire screen sup¬ 
ported at the ends and mounted on 
legs. 

che-vee (sHava'), n. 1. a carving on a 
gem stone, having a figure in relief 
on a hollowed out background. 2. a 
smooth gem, the surface of which 
forms a slight depression. 

chevret (sHavra'), n. a variety of 
French cheese made from goat’s 
milk. 

chevrette (sHavret'), n. a thin variety 

of kidskin. 
chevy (cHev'e), v. to chase; run after; 

annoy; worry; nag; harass. 
chez (sHa), prep. French, at or to the 
home of; with; in. 

chi-a-ro-scu-ro (kear'askyoor'S), n. 
(in painting) the treatment or ar¬ 
rangement of light and shade in a 
picture in order to create a general 
effect. Also chi-a-ro-o-scu-ro (kear'- 
Sbskydor'o). 

chi-bouk, chi-bouque (cHibook'), n. 
a Turkish tobacco pipe having a long 
stem. 

chi-cane (sHikan'), n. deceit; chica¬ 
nery. 

chi-can-er-y (sttika'nare), n. trickery 
by the use of subterfuge or sophistry; 
sharp practice. 

chi-chi (sHe'sHe'), adj. elegant or fa¬ 
shionable in an ornate or pretentious 
manner. 

chick-pea (cHik'pe'), n. a plant bear¬ 
ing edible seeds, looking like peas, 
eaten in S. Europe and Latin Ameri¬ 
ca. Also garbanzo. 

chic-le (cHik'al), n. a gum obtained 
from the latex of the sapodilla and 
used in making chewing gum. 

chide (cHld), v. to reprove, scold, or 
rebuke; voice disapproval; worry; 
harass. 

chig-oe (cHig'o), n. a flea of the 
Caribbean region and Africa, the fe¬ 
male of which burrows under the 
skin of man and animals. Also chig- 
ger (cHig'ar), jigger, 

child-bed (cHlld'bed'), «• the condi¬ 
tion of a woman in labor, 

chil-i-arch (kil'eark), n. (in ancient 
Greece and Rome) an officer in 
charge of a thousand men. 

chil-i-asm (kil'eazm), n. the doctrine 
that Christ will return to reign on 
earth for a thousand years, 

chil-i con car-ne (cHil'e kon kar'ne), 
a Mexican dish made from meat, 
chilies, peppers and beans, 

chi-me-ra (kimer'a), n. 1. a mytho¬ 
logical monster commonly shown as 
having a lion’s head, a goat’s body 
and a serpent’s tail. 2. any imagined 
horror or morbid fancy. 3. (in biology) 
an organism having tissues of geneti¬ 
cally different kinds, 

chinch-y (CHin'CHe), adj. miserly, 
stingy, or cheap. 

chine (CHln), n. the backbone of an 
animal. 

chi-noi-se-rie (sHenwoz,are,)> n. a 
style of decoration or ornamentation 
characterized by imitations of sup¬ 
posedly Chinese motifs, 

chintz-y (cHint'se), adj. tawdry; 
cheap; gaudy. 

chirk (CHurk), v. to make a strident 
or shrill sound. 

chi-rog-ra-phy (klrog'rafe), n. hand¬ 
writing or penmanship. —chi-ro- 
graph'ic, adj. 

chi-ro-man-cy (klr'amanse), n. divi¬ 
nation by examining the palm of the 
hand. 

chi-rop-o-dy (kTrop'ade), n. the treat¬ 
ment of corns, bunions, and other 
foot ailments. —chi-rop'o-dist, n. 

chi-ro-prac-tic (klraprak'tik), n. a 
system of treatment involving the 
manipulation of the spinal column, 
based on the theory that disease is 
caused by the malfunction of nerves. 
—chi'ro-prac-tor, n. 

chirr (cHur), v. to make the trilling 
sound characteristic of a grasshopper 
or cricket. 
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chi-square (kl'skwer), n. (in statis¬ 
tics) the sum of the quotients, the 
result of dividing the square of the 
difference between the observed and 
expected values of a quantity by the 
expected value. 

chi-tin (kl'tin), n. a horny, organic 
substance forming part of the outer 
integument of some insects and crus¬ 
taceans. 

chit-ter (cmt'ar), v. to chirp or twitter, 
chlo-ro-phyll (klor'ofil), n. the green 

coloring substance of plants and 
leaves associated with the produc¬ 
tion of carbohydrates by photosyn¬ 
thesis. —chlo-ro'phyl'lous, adj. 

chlo-ro-sis (kloro'sis), n. a diseased 
condition in plant tissues marked by 
a tendency to turn yellow, 

chlor -prom -a -zine (klorp rom1 az en), 
n. a drug used to depress the central 
nervous system and prevent nausea 
and vomiting. 

chok-er (CHd'kar), n. a short necklace 
that fits tightly round the throat, 

cho-le-cys-ti-tis (ko'lisistl'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of the gall bladder, 

chol-e-iith (kol'alit/t), n. a gallstone, 
cho-les-ter-ol (kales'tarol), n. a sterol 
found in egg yolk, meat, and dairy 
fats, the main ingredient of the 
plaques which clog arteries, leading 

to atherosclerosis. 
cho-les-ter-ol-e-mi-a (kales 'tardle'- 
mea), n. a condition in which an ab¬ 
normal amount of cholesterol is pre¬ 

sent in the blood. 
cho-li, cho-lee (cHo'le), n. a short 

blouse worn by women in India, 

chon-dral (kon'dral), adj. relating to 

cartilage. 

chon-drule (kon'drool), n. a rounded 
mass often found in meteoric stones, 

choo-ra (cHoor'a), n. a kind of single- 

edged Indian dagger, 
chop-log-ic (CHop'loj'ik), n. an ex¬ 

cessively complicated or specious 

way of reasoning. 
cho-ra-gus (kara'gas), n., pi. cho-ra- 
gi (kara'jl), cho-ra-gus-es. one who 

officiates at an entertainment, festi¬ 

val, etc. Also cho-re-gus (kare'gas). 

cho-re-a (kare'a), n. a nervous dis¬ 

order characterized by involuntary, 

spasmodic movements, 

cho-re-o-graph (kor'eagraf), v. to 

compose choreography for; work as 

a choreographer. 

cho-re-og-ra-pher (kor'eog'rafar), n. 
one who creates dance movements 

for stage dances, esp. ballet, 

cho-re-og-ra-phy (kor'eog'rafe), n. 
the art of composing and arranging 

techniques, movements, etc., for 

dances, esp. ballet, 

cho-rog-ra-phy (karog'rafe), n. the 

technique of systematically mapping 

a region or district, 

choroid coat (kor'oid), a vascular 

membrane lining the eyeball, 

chor-tle (CHor'tl), v. to laugh or 

chuckle triumphantly or gleefully, 

chouse (chous), v. 1. to cheat or 

swindle. —n. 2. a fraud; swindle, 

chow-chow (chou'chou), n. mixed 

pickles in mustard sauce, 

chres-tom-a-thy (krestom'sZ/ze), n. a 

selection of excerpts from literary 

works, esp. in a foreign language. 

—chres'to-math'ic, adj. 
chrism (krizm), n. consecrated oil 

used in certain sacraments. 

Christian Science, a religion based 

on a particular interpretation of the 

Scriptures and including the practice 

of spiritual healing. 

Chris-to-cen-tric (kristasen'trik), 

adj. based exclusively on the doc¬ 

trines of Jesus Christ. 

Chris-to-gram (kris'togram), n. a 

symbolic representation of Christ. 

Chris-tol-o-gy (kristoflaje), n. that 

branch of theology concerned with 

the nature, person and work of Jesus 

Christ. 

Chris-toph-a-ny (kristof'ane), n. an 

appearance of Christ on earth after 

the time of his Resurrection, 

chro mat ic (kromat'ik), adj. 1. re¬ 

lating to color. 2. (in music) modify¬ 

ing the normal scale by the use of 

accidentals. 
chro mat i cism (kromat'isizm), n. 

(in music) the use of chromatic tones, 

chro-ma-tic-i-ty (kromatis'ite), n. the 

quality of a color as characterized by 
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its dominant wavelength and its puri¬ 
ty considered together. 

chrtvmaHcs (kromat'iks), n. the 
science of colors. Also chro-ma-toh 
o-gy (kromatoRaje). 

chro-ma-tog-ra-phy (kromotog'- 
rafe), n. a method of separating mix¬ 
tures into their constituent parts 
through preferential adsorption by 
a solid such as clay, 

chromhi-dro-sis (kro'midrb'sis), n. 
the secretion of colored sweat, 

chro-mo-gen (kro'majan), n. a sub¬ 
stance, as a microorganism, which 
produces pigmented compounds 
when oxidized. 

chro-mo-gerric (krSmajen'ik), adj. 
producing pigment, 

chro-mo-some (kro'masom), n. any 
of several thread-shaped bodies 
found in the nucleus of living cells 
and carrying the genetic code. 

chro-mo-sphere (kro'masfer), n. 1. a 
gaseous envelope surrounding the 
photosphere of the sun. 2. a similar 
envelope surrounding a star. —chro- 
mo-spher'ic, adj. 

chron-o-gram (kron'agram), n. an 
inscription, sentence, etc., in which 
certain letters express a date or period 
through their value as Roman nu¬ 
merals. 

chron-o-graph (kron'agraf), n. an 
instrument for recording and mea¬ 
suring the exact moment of an event 
or very short time intervals, 

chro-nom-e-ter (kranom'itar), n. an 
instrument for measuring time with 
great accuracy. 

chron-o-pher (kron'afar), n. an elec¬ 
trical apparatus used to broadcast 
time signals. 

chron-o-scope (kron'askop), n. an 
instrument for making precise mea¬ 
surements of very short intervals of 
time. 

chrys-a-lis (kris'alis), n. the pupa of 
a butterfly. 

chrys-el-e-phantine (kris'elafan'- 
tin), adj. containing or composed of 
gold and ivory. 

chrys-ograph (kris'agraf), n. a ma¬ 
nuscript written in ink containing 

gold or silver in powdered form, 
chrys-o-prase (kris'apraz), n. a 

green-colored chalcedony used in 
jewelry. 

chtho-ni-an (tho'nean), adj. (in my¬ 
thology) relating to the gods and 
spirits of the underworld. Also 
chtho'nic. 

chuck-a-luck (cHuk'aluk), n. a bet¬ 
ting game played with three dice, 

chuff-y (CHuf'e), adj. boorish; ill- 
mannered. 

chum (cHum), n. 1. bait cut small and 
thrown into the water to attract fish. 
—v. 2. to fish by throwing such bait 
into the water. 

church invisible, the whole of Chris¬ 
tianity both in heaven and on earth, 

church militant, those Christians 
constantly active in the fight against 
evil. 

church suffering (in Roman Catho¬ 
lic doctrine) the souls of people in 
purgatory. 

church triumphant, those Chris¬ 

tians in heaven who have been vic¬ 

torious in the fight against evil, 

church visible, the whole body of 

Christian believers on earth, 

church-ward-en (cHurCH'wordn), 

n. a tobacco pipe with a long stem, 

chu-rin-ga (cHooriNG'ga), «., pi. chu- 
rin-ga, chu-rin-gas. a carved wooden 

object regarded as sacred by Aus¬ 

tralian aborigines. 

churl (cHurl), n. an ill-mannered or 

surly person. —churl'ish, adj. 
chur-ri-gue-resque (CHoor'ega- 

resk'), adj. relating to a style of 

Baroque architecture that flourished 

in Spain and Spanish America. Also 

chu-ri-gue-res-co (CHoor'egeres'ko). 

chut-ney (CHut'ne), n. a pickle or 

relish of Indian origin made from 

fruits, herbs and spices, 

chutz-pa (KHoot'spo), n. insolence; 

audacity; impudence, 

chyle (kll), n. lymph containing emul¬ 

sified fats formed from chyme in the 

small intestine. 

chyme (klm), n. the semiliquid mass 

of partially digested food formed by 

gastric secretion. 
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ci-bo-ri-um (sibor'eam), pi. ci-bo- 
ri-a (sibor'ea). 1. a vaulted canopy 
placed over a high altar. 2. a vessel 
or chalice for holding Eucharistic 
bread or wafers. 

cic-a-trix (sik'atriks), n., pi. cicatri¬ 
ces (sikatrEsez). 1. the scar that 
forms on a wound which has healed. 
2. a mark left on a stem by a fallen 
leaf. 

cic-a-trize (sik'atriz), v. to heal by 
the formation of a cicatrix, 

cic-e-ro-ne (sisaro'ne), n., pi. cic-e- 
ro-nes, cic-e-ro-ni (sisaro'ne), a 
guide who escorts tourists or sight¬ 
seers. 

ci-cis-be-ism (cHe'CHizba'izm), n. 
the practice of keeping a cicisbeo. 

ci-cis-be-o (CHe'CHezbe'o), n., pi. ci- 
cis-be-i (cHe'CHezbe'e). (formerly in 
Italy) the escort or lover of a married 
woman. 

ci-de-vant (sedvarE), adj. French, for¬ 
mer; one-time. 

cil-i-a (siEea), n., sing, cil-i-um (siE- 
esm). anyminute, hair-likeprocesses, 

esp. eyelashes. 
cil-i-ar-y (siEeer'e), adj. relating to a 
ring of tissue in the eye or to cilia, 

cil-ice (siEis), n. a hairshirt. 
cin-cho-na (sinko'na), n. any of 

several trees whose barks yield qui¬ 
nine and other alkaloids, 

cin-chon-ism (sin'kanizm), n. an ill¬ 
ness due to excessive use of one of 
the cinchona alkaloids. . 

cin-cho-nize (sfiEkanlz), v. to ad¬ 
minister quinine to. 

cinc-ture (siNGk'CHar), n. something 
which encircles; a girdle or belt, 

ciri-e, cin-e (sin'e), n. a motion pic¬ 

ture. 
cin-e-aste (sin^east'), n- an enthusiast 
for motion pictures, esp. in their artis¬ 

tic and technical aspects, 
cin-e-mat-ics (sinamat'iks), n. the 
art or technique of motion-picture 

making. 
cin-e-ra-di-og-ra-phy (sin'ara'de- 

og'rafe), n. the technique of filming 
motion pictures through a fluoro- 

scope. 
cin-e-rar-i-um (sinarer'eam), n., pi. 

cin-e-rar-i-a (sinarer'ea). a place 
where the ashes of the cremated dead 
are deposited. 

cin-e-rar-y (suEarere), adj. pertain¬ 
ing to or intended for ashes, esp. those 
of cremated bodies. 

cin-er-a-tor (snEaratar), n. an incin¬ 
erator. 

ci-ne-re-ous (sineEeas), adj. ash- 
colored ; resembling or consisting of 
ashes. 

cin-quain (siNGkan'), n. a group of 
five, esp. a five-line poem. 

cinque (siNGk), n. the number five in 
cards or dice. 

cin-que-cen-tist (cHiNG'kwicHen'- 
tist), n. a writer or artist of the cinque- 
cento period. 

cin-que-cen-to (cHiNG 'kwicHen'tS), 
n. the 16th century, esp. with refer¬ 
ence to Italian art or literature. 

cinque-foil (sinNGk'foil), n. (in archi¬ 
tecture) a decorative design consist¬ 
ing of a rounded form divided into 
five lobes radiating from a common 
center. 

cir-ca(sur'ka),prep., adv. about (used 
for approximate dates). Abbr. : ca, c. 

cir-ca-di-an (surkade'an), adj. relat¬ 
ing to a cycle occurring at about 24- 
hour intervals. 

cir-ci-nate (suEsanat), adj. rounded 
or ring-shaped. 

cir-clet (sur'klit), n. a small circle or 

ring. 
cir-cu-lus (suEkyalas), n. a concentric 

circle on the scale of a fish showing 

the growth of the scale. 
cir-cum-am-bi-ent (surkamam'- 

beant), adj. encircling; encompas¬ 

sing. 
cir-cum-am-bu-late (surkamam'- 

byalat), v. to go around; approach 

indirectly. 
cir-cum-ba-sal (surkamba'sal), adj. 
surrounding or encircling the base. 

cir-cum-bend-i-bus (surkamben'- 
dabas), n.,pl. cir-cum-bend-i-bus-es. 
an indirect or roundabout way; cir¬ 

cumlocution. 
cir-cum-flex (sur'kamfleks), adj. 
characterized or shown by the mark 
", as used in French and other lan- 
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guages to indicate changes in vowel 
sound. 

cir-cum-flu-ent (sarkum'flooant), 
adj. flowing around, 

cir-cum-flu-ous (sarkum'flooas), 
adj. 1. circumfluent. 2. entirely sur¬ 
rounded by water. 

cir-cum-fuse (surkamfyooz'), v. to 
surround or cover, as with a liquid, 

cir-cum-gy-ra-tion (sur'komjlra'- 
SHon), n. a circular movement, 

cir-cum-ja-cent (surkamja'sont), 
adj. surrounding or encircling; lying 
all around. 

cir-cum-lo-cu-tionCsur'komlhkyoo'- 
SHon), n. excessive use of words to 
express an idea; an evasive or round¬ 
about way of speaking, 

cir cum lu-nar (surkamlob'nor), adj. 
around the moon. 

cir-cum-nu-tate (surkamnoo'tat), v. 
(of a plant) to grow in an irregular 
circular movement, 

cir-cum-scribe (surkomskrTb'), v. 1. 
to draw a line around. 2. to delimit or 
mark off; constrain with limits; con¬ 
fine. 

cir-cum-so-lar (surkamso'lor), adj. 
around the sun. 

cir-cum-val-late^urkamvaflat), adj. 
1. encircled by or as if by a rampart. 
—v. 2. to encircle or surround with 
or as with a rampart, 

cir-cum-vent (surkamvent'), v. 1. to 
outwit, evade, get the better of. 2. to 

avoid or by-pass. —cir-cum-ven' 
tion, n. 

cir-cum-vo-lu-tion (sur'kamvaloo'- 
SHan), n. 1. an act or instance of turn¬ 
ing or revolving around. 2. a winding 
or bending around; sinuosity, 

cir-cum-volve (surkamvolv'), v. to 
wind about or around; rotate, 

cire per-due (ser' perdoo'). See lost- 
wax process. 

cirque (surk), n. a basin in a mountain 
forming a circular space like an am¬ 
phitheater. 

cir-rho-sis (siro'sis), n. a disease of 
the liver caused by an excess of con¬ 
nective tissue. 

cir-ro-cu-mu-lus (sir'okyoo'mya- 
las), n. a cloud form consisting of 

small rounded patches at high alti¬ 

tudes. 

cir-ro-stra-tus (sir'Sstra'tas), n. a 

cloud form having the appearance of 

a thin, whitish veil and found at high 

altitudes. 

cir-rus (sir'as), n. a cloud form con¬ 

sisting of wispy white strips and 

found at high altitudes, 

cis-al-pine (sisal'pln), adj. on this (the 

Italian) side of the Alps, 

cis-at-lan-tic (sisatlan'tik), adj. on 

this side of the Atlantic, 

ci-se-le (sezala'), adj. (of velvet) hav¬ 

ing a pattern in relief, 

cis-lu-nar (sisloo'nar), adj. lying be¬ 

tween the earth and the moon, 

cis-mon-tane (sismon'tan), adj. on 

this side of the mountains, 

cit-ri-cul-ture (si'trakul'CHar), n. the 

cultivation of citrus fruits, 

cit-y-scape (sit'eskap), n. a panoramic 

or broad view of a large city, as a 
cityscape of London. 

civil death, the legal status of a person 

who has been deprived of civil rights, 

civil disobedience, a refusal on mo¬ 

ral grounds to obey certain laws or an 

attempt to influence government 

policy, characterized by the use of 

non-violent techniques, 

civil rights, a citizen’s right to per¬ 

sonal liberty as established by the 

U.S. constitution. 

clad-ding (klad'iNG), n. the tech¬ 
nique of bonding one metal to an¬ 
other, usually to prevent corrosion, 

clair-voy-ance (klervoi'ans), n. the 
power of seeing things beyond the 
natural limits of the senses. —clair- 
voy'ant, adj., n. 

cla-mant (kla'mant), adj. noisy; ur¬ 

gent; pressing. 

clam-jam-fry (klamjam'fre), n. (in 

British dialect) ordinary people col¬ 

lectively; mob; rabble, 

clan-des-tine (klandes'tin), adj. held 

or conducted in secrecy; surrepti¬ 

tious. 

clang-or (klaNG'ar), n. a resounding 
clanging sound or series of such 
sounds. 

claque (klak), n. a group of persons 
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hired to applaud a theatrical perfor¬ 
mance, etc. —cla-queur (klakur'), n. 

clas-tic (klas'tik), adj. disintegrating 
into fragments; consisting of detach¬ 
able pieces; fragmental, 

clau-di-cant (klo'dakant), adj. lame; 
having a limp. 

clau-di-ca-tion (klodaka'sHan), n. a 
limp. 

claus-tral (klo'stral), adj. cloister¬ 
like; cloistral. 

claus-trophil-i-a (klostrafil'es), n. 
a morbid desire to be confined in a 
small place. 

claus-tro-pho-bi-a (klostrafo'bea), n. 
an abnormal dread of closed or nar¬ 
row spaces. —claus'tro-phobe, n. 

cla-vate (kla'vat), adj. having the 
shape of a club. 

clav-i-form (klav'aform), adj. having 
the shape of a club; clavate. 

cla-vus (kla'vas), n.,pl. cla-vi (kla'vl). 
a headache causing intense pain, 
found in some forms of hysteria, 

clear text. See plain text, 
clem-ent (klem'ant), adj. mild; gen¬ 

tle; merciful. 
clep-sy-dra (klep'sidra), n., pi. clep¬ 
sydras, clep-sy-drae (klep'sidre). 
an apparatus for measuring the pas¬ 
sage of time by the regulated flow of 

water. 
clep-to-bi-o-sis (klep'toblo'sis), «., 
pi. clep-to-bi-o-ses (klep 'tobTo'sez). 
a mode of existence in which one 
species steals food from another. 

—clep-to-bi-ot'ic, adj. 
clep-to-ma-ni-a (kleptama'nes), n. 

See kleptomania. 
clere-sto-ry (kler'storte), n. a part of 

the interior of a building which rises 
above adjacent rooftops or the ground 
and is perforated with a series of 

windows. 
cler-i-hew (kler'ihyoo), n. a four-line 
piece of verse having a usually hu¬ 

morous character. 
cler-i-sy (kleUise), n. learned or edu¬ 

cated people collectively; intelligent¬ 

sia. 
cle-ro-man-cy (kler'aman'se), n. di¬ 

vination by casting lots, 
clevis (klev'is), n. a U-shaped metal 

fastening, to which a bolt or hook 
(clevis pin) can be attached. 

cli-che (kleSHaO, n. a hackneyed, 
trite, or stereotyped phrase or ex¬ 
pression. 

cliff-hang-er (klif'haNGar), n. a story, 
esp. a serial, which depends for its 
effect on crude melodramatic sus¬ 
pense. 

cli-mac-ter-ic (klimak'tarik), n. a 
period in life leading to decreased 
sexual activity in men and to meno¬ 
pause in women. 

cli-mac-tic (kllmak'tik), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or forming a climax. 

cli-mat-ic (kllmat'ik), adj. relating 
to climate. 

cli-ma-tol-o-gy (kllmatol'aje), n. the 
study of climates and climatic condi¬ 
tions. 

clink-er-built (kliNG'karbilt), adj. (of 
ships) having boards or planks which 
overlap. See also carvel-built. 

cli-nom-e-ter (kllnom'itar), n. an in¬ 
strument for measuring the amount 
of slope on an inclined plane. 

clin-quant (kliNG'kant), adj. glitter¬ 
ing with tinsel. 

clique (klek), n. a small exclusive 
circle of people, esp. with identical 
interests; coterie. —cliquish, adj. 

clith-ral (kllf/i'ral), adj. (of a classical 
temple) covered by a roof. See also 
hypethral. 

clo-a-ca (kloa'ka), n., pi. clo-a-cae 
(kloa'ke). 1. a sewer. 2. the terminal 
part into which intestinal, urinary, 
and generative canals open in birds, 
amphibians, fishes, and mammals. 
—clo-a'cal, adj. 

cloche (kloSH), n. 1. a glass cover, 
usually bell-shaped, placed over 
plants to protect them from frost. 
2. a woman’s close-fitting, brimless 

hat. 
cloi-son (kloi'zan), n. a thin strip of 
metal dividing off the colored areas 

in cloisonne enamels. 
cloi-son-ne (kloizana,)1 n. a colored 
decoration made of enamels in which 
the colored areas are divided off by 
thin metal strips secured to a metal 

groundwork. 
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clo-que (klSka'), «• a fabric with a 
quilted pattern or a raised design in 
relief. See also matelasse. 

closed shop, a factory, etc., in which 
union membership is an essential 
condition of employment or in which 
the employer must ask a particular 
labor union to provide employees. 

See also open shop, 
clo-ture (klb'cHor), n. (in a legisla¬ 

ture) the ending of a debate by calling 
for a vote or gaining a two thirds ma¬ 
jority vote. Also closure (klozHar). 

cloud chamber, an apparatus for 
determining the paths of ionizing 
particles. 

clowd-er (klou'dar), n. a group of 

cats. 
cloy (kloi), v. to satiate or become dis¬ 
tasteful through excess; surfeit, 

clyp-e-ate (klip'eat), adj. having the 
shape of a rounded shield, 

clysis (kll'sis), n. 1. the giving of an 
enema. 2. the administration of intra¬ 
venous solutions in order to provide 
nourishment, remove pain, etc. 

clys-ter (klis'tar), n. an enema, 
co-ac-tive (kbak'tiv), adj. obligatory; 
compulsory. 

co-ad-ju-tant (koaj'atant), adj. 1. pro¬ 
viding mutual assistance. —n. 2. an 
assistant. 

co-ad-ju-tor (koaj'atar), n. an assis¬ 
tant, esp. to a bishop or other church 
dignitary. 

co-ad-ju-tress (koaj'atris), n. a female 
assistant. Also co-ad-ju-trix (koaj'- 
otriks). 

co-ag-u-late (koag'yolat), v. to thick¬ 
en; congeal; curdle. —co-ag-u-la' 
tion, n. 

co-a-li-tion (koalisH'an), n. a joining 
together, esp. a temporary alliance 
between political parties, 

co-ap-ta-tion (kbapta'sHan), n. a fit¬ 
ting together of separate parts, 

co-ax-i-al (koak'seal), adj. having the 
same axis. Also co-ax-al (kbak'sal). 

co-cain-ism (koka'nizm), n. a morbid 
condition caused by excessive con¬ 
sumption of cocaine, 

coc-coid (kok'oid), adj. berry¬ 
shaped. See also bacciform. 

coc-cyx (kok'siks), «., pi. coc-cy-ges 
(koksl'jez). a small bone forming the 

base of the spine. 
coch-le-a (kok'lea), n. a spiral-shaped 
cavity of the inner ear. 

coch-le-ate (kok'leit), adj. having 
the shape of a snail shell, 

cock-a-lo-rum (kokalor'am), n. a 
conceited or pretentious little man. 

cock-a-trice (kok'atris), n. a mythical 
serpent w-ith a deadly glance, hatched 
by a serpent from a cock’s egg. 

cock-boat (kok'bbt), n. a small boat, 
esp. one used as a tender to a larger 
vessel. 

cock-loft (kok'loft), n. a small attic 
or garret. 

cock-ney (kok'ne), n., pi. cock-neys. 
1. a native of the East End district of 
London. 2. the dialect spoken there. 

co-cotte1 (kokot'), n. a prostitute. 
co-cotte2 (kokot'), «• a kind of small, 
round casserole. 

co-dex (ko'deks), n., pi. co-di-ces 
(ko'disez). a manuscript book of the 
Scriptures or ancient classics, 

cod-i-cil (kod'isal), n. a supplement 
or appendix, esp. a modificatory 
addition to a will. 

cod-i-fy (kod'afl), v. to put (laws, etc.) 
in the form of a code; arrange sys¬ 
tematically. 

coe-la-canth (se'lakant/z), n. a primi¬ 
tive form of fish found off the coast 
of Southern Africa, 

coe-lan-a-glyph-ic (silan'aglif'ik), 
adj. (of a sculpture or carving) carried 
out in cavo-relievo. 

coe-li-ac disease (se'leak). See 
celiac disease. 

coe-lo-stat (se'lastat), n. a telescope 
fitted with an adjustable mirror used 
to reflect the light of a star, etc., into 
the telescope. See also siderostat. 

coe-nes-the-sia, ce-nes-the-sia (se'- 
nist/ze'zHa), n. the general sense of 
body consciousness derived from the 
aggregate of organic sensations, 

co-erce (hours'), v. to force; compel 
by force; constrain. —co-er'cive, 
adj. 

co-e-ta-ne-ous (kbiti'neas), adj. of 
the same age; coeval. 
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co-e-val (koe'val), adj. of the same 
period, age or duration; contem¬ 
porary. 

cof-fle (kofbl), n. a train of men, as 
convicts, slaves, etc., or animals, fas¬ 
tened together. 

coff-ret (ko'frit), n. a small chest or 
coffer. 

co-gent (kb'jant), adj. compelling be¬ 
lief ; appealing forcibly to reason; 
convincing. —co'gen-cy, n. 

cog-i-tate (koj'itat), v. to meditate in¬ 
tently; reflect; ponder. —cog-i-ta' 
tion, n. —cog'i-ta-tive, adj. 

co-gi-to, er-go sum (kS'gito er'go 
soonF), Latin. I think therefore I am 
(a fundamental principle of Carte¬ 
sian philosophy). 

cog-nate (kog'nat), n. 1. a kinsman 
whose relationship is traceable 
through both males and females. 
—adj. 2. related through a common 
source, as the words shirt and skirt. 
See also agnate. —cog-na'tion, n. 

cog-ni-tion (kognisHbn), n. the fa¬ 
culty of perception or knowing; the 
product of such a faculty, 

cog-no-men (kognb'man), n., pi. 
cog-no-mens, cog-nom-i-na (kog- 
nom'ana). 1. a family name or sur¬ 
name. 2. a distinguishing name, as a 
nickname. 

co-gno-scen-ti (konyoSHen'te), n. pi., 
sing, co-gno-scen-te (konyaSHen'te). 
those who are well informed or have 
superior knowledge in a particular 
subject, esp. fine arts or literature, 

cog-nos-ci-ble (kognosbbal), adj. ca¬ 
pable of being known, 

cog-nos-ci-tive (kognos'itiv), adj. 
having1 the capacity or ability to 

know. 
coherent radiation, radiation with 
definite phase relationships at dif¬ 
ferent positions in a cross section of 

the energy beam. 
cois-trel (koi'stral), n. a rascal or 

scoundrel. 
col-a-co-bi-o-sis (kol'akobIS'sis), n., 
pi. col-a-co-bi-o-ses (kolbkoblo'sez). 

a mode of communal living among 
insects in which one species exists 

parasitically upon another. 

coliform bacillus (koFaform), any 
of several varieties of bacillus found 
in the large intestine of man and 
animals. 

co-li-tis (kalFtis), n. inflammation of 
the colon. 

col-lage (k3lazH/), n. an artistic com¬ 
position produced by pasting various 
materials as newspaper cuttings, old 
photographs, pieces of advertise¬ 
ments, etc., onto a surface, 

col-la-gen (koFajan), n. a protein 
found in connective tissue and bones 
which produces gelatin and glue 
after prolonged boiling in water, 

col-la-tion (kola'sHan), n. a snack; 
light meal. 

col-lec-ta-ne-a (kolekta'nea), n. pi. 
collected writings; a miscellany or 
anthology. 

col-lec-tiv-ism (kalek'tavizm), n. the 
theory of collective control over a 
country’s means of production and 
distribution. 

col-let (koFit), n. a metal band or 
collar; a flange in which a gem is set. 

col-li-gate (koFagat), v. to bind or 
fasten together. 

col-li-mate (koFamat), v. to bring 
into alignment; make parallel, 

col-lo-cate (koFakat), v. to arrange 
in proper order; set side by side, 

col-lo-ca-tion (kolaka'sHan), n. pro¬ 
per arrangement, esp. of words in a 
sentence. 

col-lo-qui-al (kalo'kweal), adj. cha¬ 
racteristic of everyday speech or 
familiar conversation, 

col-lo-qui-um (kalo'kweam), n., pi. 
col-lo-qui-ums, co-lo-qui-a (kalb'- 
kwea), a conference, esp. an informal 

one. 
col-lo-quy (koFakwe), n. a dialogue 
or conversation. 

col-lo-type (koFatlp), n. a photo¬ 
mechanical process of making prints 
from a gelatin-coated plate, 

col-lude (kalood'), v. to cooperate 
together as a result of a secret agree¬ 
ment, esp. for a dishonest purpose. 
—col-lu-sion (kalocFzHan), n. —col- 

lu-sive (kaloo'siv), adj. 
col-lu-to-ry (koFatore), n. a mouth- 
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wash. Also col-lu-to-ri-um (kol3t6r,“ 
eam). 

col-lyr-i'um (kaler'eam), n. an eye 
lotion or eyewash. 

co-Ion (koMan), n. the lower part of 
the large intestine, extending from 
the cecum to the rectum, 

col-o-nette (kolanet,)) n. a small 
column. 

co-lon-ic (kolon'ik), adj. relating to 
the colon. 

col-o-phon (kol'afon), n. 1. an inscrip¬ 
tion, usually inserted at the end of a 
book, giving details about the prin¬ 
ter, author, publisher and place of 
publication. 2. the identifying em¬ 
blem of a publishing house, 

col-or-im-e-ter (kularim'itar), n. an 
instrument for analyzing colors and 
comparing their intensities. —col- 
or-imde-try, n. 

col-por-tage (kol'por'tij), n. the busi¬ 
ness of a colporteur, 

col-por-teur (kol 'portar), n. 1. one 
who peddles books. 2. one who dis¬ 
tributes cheap religious books, 

col-u-brine (kol'abrin), adj. relating 
to or resembling a snake, 

col um bar i um (kolamber'eam), 
«., pi. col-um-bar-i-a (kolamber'ea). 
a vault with recesses in the walls for 
holding funerary urns. 

col-um-bar-y(kol'ambere),«. a dove¬ 
cote. 

col-um-bine (koEambin), adj. resem¬ 
bling a dove. 

co-lum-ni-a-tion (kalum'nea'sHan), 
n. 1. the use of columns in a structure. 
2. the system of columns thus used. 

co-ma1 (ko'ma), n. a condition of 
deep unconsciousness due to injury, 
disease, etc. 

co-ma2 (ko'ma), «., pi. co-mae (ko;- 
me). the nebulous envelope that sur¬ 
rounds the nucleus of a comet, 

co-mate (kd'mat), adj. covered with 
hair; shaggy; tufted, 

com-a-tose (kondatos), adj. relating 
to or affected by a coma; lethargic; 
drowsy. 

com e do (kom'ido), «., pi. com-e- 

dos, com-e-do-nes (komidd'nez). a 
blackhead or pimple on the skin. 
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co-mes-ti-ble (kames'tabal), adj. 1. 
edible. —n. 2. (usually pi.) food, 

com-i-ty (kom'ite), n. civility; a cour¬ 
teous manner of behavior, 

comme ci, comme qa (komse' 

komsa'), French, indifferent; neither 
good nor bad; so-so. 

comme il faut (k6melfo,)( French. 
in conformity with accepted stan¬ 
dards; proper; suitable, 

com-men-sal (kamen'sal), adj. 1. 
taking meals together. 2. (of orga¬ 
nisms, plants, etc.) living with or on 
another without damage to the other. 
3. (of an individual or group) occupy¬ 
ing the same area as another indivi¬ 
dual or group having different stan¬ 
dards, etc., but not competing with 
them. 

com-men-su-ra-ble (kamen'sara- 
bal), adj. measurable by the same 
standard; proportionate; having a 
common measure. 

com-men-su-rate (kamen'sarit), adj. 
of equal extent; in accordance with; 
in proportion to. 

com-mi-nate (kom'anat), v. to threa¬ 
ten with divine vengeance. —cam- 
mi-na'tion, M. 

com-mi-nute (kom'anoot), v. to 
crush to a powder; pulverize, 

com-mis-sure (kom'isHoor), n. a 
juncture; seams; joint, 

com-mon-al-ty (kom'onalte), n. the 

common people as distinguished 
from those in authority, the nobility, 
etc. Also com-mon-al-i-ty (koman- 
alMte). 

common carrier, an individual or 
company which undertakes to trans¬ 
port people or goods in return for 
payment. 

Common Market, an economic as¬ 
sociation of Western European coun¬ 
tries created to abolish internal tariffs 
among its members and to set up a 
common external tariff, 

corn-move (kamoov'), v. to agitate 
or move violently. 

com-mime (kamyoon'), n. a tightly 
organized community of people shar¬ 
ing common interests, 

com mun ion (kamyoon'yan), n. 1. 
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the act of sharing in common. 2. the 
celebration or receiving of the Eu¬ 
charist. 

com-mu-ni-que (k3myoo/n3ka,)1 n. 
an official report or bulletin, 

com-mun-ism (kom'yanizm), n. a 
system of society in which all pro¬ 
perty is held in common, ownership 
being vested in the community as a 
whole or the state. —com'mun- 

ist, n. 
com-mu-ta-tion (komyata'sHan), n. 
the act of replacing one thing by 
another; substitution, 

com mu ta tive (kamyoo'tativ), adj. 
relating to or permitting exchange or 
substitution. 

co-mose (ko'mos), adj. covered in 

hairs; comate. 
com-pa-ra-tor (komr para 'tar), n. an 
instrument for making comparisons 
of similar things, as lengths, shades 

of color, etc. 
com-pa-ter-ni-ty (kom'patur'nite), 

n. the relationship between the god¬ 
parents of a child or between the god¬ 
parents and the parents, 

com-pa-thy (kom'pat/ze), n. the shar¬ 

ing of feelings with others, 
corn-peer (kamper'), n. one having 
the same rank; an equal in position, 

ability, etc. 
com-pei-la-tion (kompala'sHan), n. 

the action or manner of addressing 
somebody; designation, 

com-pen-di-ous (kampen'deas), adj. 

expressing in brief form the sub¬ 
stance of a subject; concise, 

com pen di um (kampen'deam), «., 
pi. com-pen-di-ums, com-pen-di-a 
(kampen'dea). a comprehensive 
summary of a subject; an abridgment. 
—com-pen'di-ous, adj. 

com-pen-sa-to-ry damages (kam- 
pen'satore), damages awarded to a 
plaintiff to provide compensation for 
injury suffered. See also exemplary 

damages. 
com-pla-cent (kampla'sant), adj. 

self-satisfied; showing undue regard 
for one’s own merits or advantages. 

—com-pla'cen-cy, n. 
com-plai-sant (kampla'sant), adj. 

obliging, agreeable; eager to please. 
—com-plai 'sance, n. 

com-pla-nate (kom'planat), adj. put 
into a level position, 

com-plect-ed (kamplek'tid), adj. 
complexioned. 

com-pli-ca-cy (kom'plakase), n. 
complicated state; complicatedness, 

corn-plot (kom'plot), n. 1. a conspir¬ 
acy. —v. 2. to conspire together, 

com-port (kamport'), v. to behave; 
conduct oneself. 

com-pos-si-ble (kompos'abal), adj. 
consistent with; compatible, 

com-po-ta-tion (kompata'SHan), n. 
drinking together; convivial drink¬ 

ing. 
com-pote (kom'pot), n. 1. fruit 

stewed in syrup. 2. a dish or bowl of 
glass, china, metal, etc., having a base 
and stem, and used for serving fruit, 
nuts, etc. 

compte ren-du (koNt raNdy'), pi. 
comptes rendus (koNt raNdy'), 
French, a record or account of a trans¬ 
action, proceedings, etc. 

com-pur-ga-tion (komparga'sHan), 
n. (formerly) a legal procedure where¬ 
by an accused man is cleared of a 
charge by the sworn oaths of a num¬ 

ber of people. 
com-pur-ga-tor (kom'pargatar), n. 
one who under oath vouches for the 

innocence of another, 
com-put-er (kampyoo'tar), n. an 

automatic electronic apparatus for 
performing complex mathematical 
calculations at high speeds. See also 
analog computer, digital computer, 

co-na-tion (kona'sHan), n. mental ac¬ 
tivity concerned with striving, as 
desire and conscious volition. —con' 

a-tive, adj. 
co-na-tus (kdna'tas), n.,pl. co-na-tus. 

an impulse or a striving, 
con-cat-e-nate (konkat'anat), v. to 

link or join together; unite in a series. 
—con-cat-e-na'tion, n. 

con-cel-e-brate (konsel'abrat), v. to 
take part in a concelebration. 

con-cel-e-bra-tion (konsel'abra'- 

SHan), n. the performance of mass by 

more than one priest. 
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con-cen-ter (konsen'tar), v. to draw 
toward or converge upon a common 
center. 

con-cen-trie (kansen'trik), adj. hav¬ 
ing a common center or axis, 

con-ces-sion (kansestt'an), n. the act 
of yielding or conceding; the admit¬ 
ting of a point in a dispute, etc. 

con-ces-sive (kanses'iv), adj. denot¬ 
ing a concession; tending to concede, 

con-chol-o-gy (konNGkol'aje), n. the 
branch of study dealing with mol- 
lusks. 

con-cil-i-ar (kansil'ear), adj. relating 
to a council, esp. an ecclesiastical one. 

con-cil-i-ate (kansil'eat), v. to pla¬ 
cate; overcome the hostility of; re¬ 
concile. —con-cil-i-a'tion, n. —con- 
cil'i-a-to-ry, adj. 

con-cin-nate (kon'sanat), v. to fit 
together in a precise, appropriate, or 
harmonious fashion, 

con-cin-nous (kansin'as), adj. ele¬ 
gant in style; harmonious; fitting, 

con-ci-sion (kansiztt'an), n. concise¬ 
ness ; brevity. 

con-clave (kon'klav), n. a private 
discussion; secret assembly, 

con-com-i-tant (konkom'itnt), adj. 
accompanying; existing with some¬ 
thing else; attendant, 

con-cord-ant (konkor'dnt), adj. har¬ 
monious; consistent; agreeing, 

con-cor-dat (konkor'dat), n. an offi¬ 
cial agreement; a compact or cove¬ 
nant. 

con-cres-cence (konkres'ans), n. a 
growing together as of plants or cells, 

con-cu-bi-nage (konkyoo'banij), n. 
the cohabiting of a man and woman 
who are not legally married. —con- 
cu-bi-nar-y (konkyoo'baner'e), adj. 

con-cu-bine (koNG'kyabln), n. a wo¬ 
man who cohabits with a man to 
whom she is not married, 

con-cu-pis-cence (konkyoo'pisans), 
n. sexual desire; lust. —con-cu-pis' 
cent, adj. 

con-dign (kandln'), adj. fitting; ap¬ 
propriate; well deserved, 

con-dis-ci-ple (kon'disT'pal), n. a fel¬ 
low student. 

con-do-lent (kandS'lant), adj. show¬ 

ing sympathy or sorrow. —con-do' 
lence, n. 

con-do-min-i-urn (kondamin'eam), 
n. an apartment building whose 
apartments or dwelling units are 
under individual ownership. See also 
cooperative. 

con-duce (kandoos'), v. to lead or 
tend toward; tend to produce a parti¬ 
cular result. —con-du'cive, adj. 

con-fab-u-late (kanfab'yalat), v. 1. to 
engage in informal discussion; con¬ 
verse. 2. to take part in confabulation, 

con-fab-u-la-tion (kanfab 'yala'- 
SHan), n. 1. an informal conversation. 
2. (in psychiatry) filling a blank in 
memory with a false memory which 
is accepted as being correct, 

con-fect (kanfekt'), v. to prepare 
from ingredients; make up; put to¬ 
gether. 

con-fer-va (konfur' va), n., pi. con-fer- 
vae (konfur've), con-fer-vas. any of 
various filamentous green alga, 

con-fig-u-ra-tion (kanfig'yara'sHan), 
n. the relative arrangement of the 
elements or parts of something, 

con-fi-ture (kon'ficHoor'), «• pre¬ 
served fruit. 

con-fla-grant (kanfla'grant), adj. on 
fire; burning; ablaze, 

con-fla-tion (kanfla'sttan), n. the 
combining of two texts into one; the 
resulting new text. 

con-flu-ence (kon'flooans), n. the 
flowing together of two or more 
rivers, etc. 

con-flu-ent (kon'flooant), adj. com¬ 
ing or flowing together; uniting into 
one. 

con-ge (kon'zHa), n. 1. a formal leave- 
taking. 2. permission to take one’s 
leave. Also con-gee (kon'je). 

con-ge-la-tion (konjala'sHan), n. 1. 
the process of freezing or congealing. 
2. the result of this, 

con-ge-ner (kon'janar), n. a member 
of the same group, family, or class, 

con-ge-ries (konjer'ez), n. a collec¬ 
tion, assembly, heap, or pile, 

con-glo-bate (konglo'bat), adj. 
formed into a round mass or ball, 

con-glu-ti-nate (kangloot'anat), v. to 
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stick together as with glue; become 
glued together. 

con-gru-ent (koNG^grooant), adj. in 
agreement; congruous. —congru¬ 
ence, n. 

con-gru-i-ty (kangroo'ite), n. the 
state or quality of being congruous; 
accord or harmony, 

con-gru ous (koNG'grooas), adj. 
showing harmony in character, etc., 
suitable; appropriate; fitting, 

co-ni-ol-o-gy (ko'neoFaje), n. See 
koniology. 

con-joint (kanjoint'), adj. united; as¬ 
sociated; combined, 

con-ju-gal (kon'jagal), adj. relating 
to marriage or the married state, 

con-junct (kanjuNGkt'), adj. joined 
closely together; united; joint, 

con-junc-ti-va (kon'juNGktl'va), «., 
pi. con-junc-ti-vas, con-junc-ti-vae 
(kon'juNGtl've). the mucous mem¬ 
brane lining the inner surface of the 

eyelids. 
con-junc-tive (kanjuNGk'tiv), adj. 

uniting; connective, 
con-junc-ture (kanjuNGk'cHar), n. a 
combination of events or circum¬ 

stances. 
con-nate (kon'at), adj. inborn or in¬ 

nate; associated in origin, 
con-nat-u-ral (kanaCH'aral), adj. in¬ 
born ; connected by nature, 

con-no-ta-tion (konata'sHan), n. an 
implied or associated meaning of a 
word apart from its explicit sense, 

con-note (kanot'), v. to imply or sug- 

gest. 
co-noid (ko'noid), adj. having the 

shape of a cone. 
con-san-guin-e-ous (kon'saNG- 

twin'eas), adj. descended from the 
same ancestor; related by blood, 

con-san-guin-i-ty (kon'saNGgwin'- 
ite), n. relationship by blood; kinship, 

con-script (v. kanskript'; adj. kon'- 
skript), v. 1. to enroll compulsorily 
for military service. —adj. 2. enrolled 

by conscription. 
con-se-cu-tion (konsakyoo'sHan), 

n. sequence; succession, 
con-sen-su-al (kansenrSHooal), adj. 

1. made by or resulting from mutual 

consent, without formal agreement. 
2. denoting an involuntary movement 
accompanying a voluntary move¬ 
ment. 

con-sen-ta-ne-ous (kon 'senta'neas), 
adj. agreeing; in accord. —con-sen- 
ta-ne'i-ty, n. 

con-sen-tient (kansen'sHant), adj. 
characterized by unanimous or har¬ 
monious agreement; accordant, 

con-sis-to-ry (kansis'tare), n. a church 
tribunal or council, 

con-so-ci-ate (kansb'sHeit), v. to 
bring into association; associate, 

con-so-nance (kon'sanans), n. agree¬ 
ment; harmony; accord, 

con-sor-ti-um (kansor'SHeam), n.,pl. 
con-sor-ti-a (kansor'sHea). a combi¬ 
nation of banking or business com¬ 
panies for the purpose of performing 
some operation involving large finan¬ 
cial resources. 

con-spe-cif-ic (kon 'spisif'ik), adj. of 

the same species. 
con-spec-tus (kanspek'tas), n. a syn¬ 

opsis or summary; survey; review, 
con-stel-late (kon'stalat), v. to unite 

or cluster together, as stars to form a 

constellation. 
con-ster-nate (kon'starnat), v. to dis¬ 
may; terrify. —con-ster-na'tion, n. 

con-sti-tu-tive (kon'stitocdtiv), adj. 
1. essential; constituent. 2. having 
the power to establish, enact, create, 

etc. 
con-stringe (kanstrinjO, v. to com¬ 
press; cause to shrink or contract. 
—con-strin'gent, adj. 

con-sub-stan-tial (konsabstan'SHal), 
adj. having the same essence or sub¬ 

stance. 
con-sub-stan-ti-a-tion (konsabstan '- 

SHea'sHan), n. the doctrine that the 
body and blood of Christ are simul¬ 
taneously present within the bread 

and wine of the Eucharist, 
con-sue-tude (kon'switood), n. a cus¬ 

tom, esp. one having the force of law; 
social usage. —con-sue-tu-di-nar-y 

(konswitood'anere), adj. 
consumer price index, an index 
based on official statistics showing 
the change in the cost of goods and 
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services over a specified period. Also 

price index. 
con-tang-o (kontaNG'go), n., pi. con¬ 
tangos, con-tan-goes, (on the Lon¬ 

don Stock Exchange) an arrangement 

whereby a buyer of securities pays a 

fee to the seller in return for defer¬ 

ment of payment until the next settle¬ 

ment day. See also backwardation, 
con-temn (kantem'), v. to disdain, 

despise; treat with scorn, 

con-ten-tious (kanten'SHas), adj. 
causing strife; quarrelsome; contro¬ 

versial. 

con-ter-mi-nous (kantur'manas), 

adj. having a common boundary; 

adjacent; bordering, 

con-tex-ture (kanteks'CHar), n. the 

arrangement of the parts of a whole; 

framework; structure, 

con-tig-u-ous (kantig'yooas), adj. in 

contact; adjoining; touching, 

con-ti-nen-tal-i-ty (kontanantal'ite), 

n. the degree to which the climate of a 

place is influenced by its land mass. 

See also oceanity. 
con-tin-u-nm (kantin'yooam), n., pi. 
con-tin-u-a (kantin'yooa). a conti¬ 

nuous or uninterrupted sequence, 

series or extent. 

con-trac-tile (kantrak'tl), adj. having 

the power to contract; causing con¬ 

traction. 

con-tra-dic-tious (kontradik'sHas), 

adj. marked by contradiction; dispu¬ 

tatious ; inclined to contradict, 

con-tra-dic-tive (kontradik'tiv), adj. 
tending to contradict, 

con-tra-dis-tin-guish (kon 'tradis- 

stiNG'gwisH), v. to make distinction 

by contrast of qualities. —con-tra- 
dis-tinc'tion, n. 

con-trail (kon'tral), n. a trail of con¬ 

densed water vapor caused by air¬ 

craft, rockets, etc. 

con-tra-pose (kon'trapSz), v. to place 

in contraposition. 

con-tra-po-si-tion (kontrapazisH'an), 

n. a setting in opposition; contrast; 

antithesis. 

con-tra-ri-e-ty (kontrarl'ite), n. the 

state or quality of being contrary, 

con-tra-vene (kontraven'), v. to op- 

58 

pose; act contrary to; be in conflict 

with. —con-tra-ven'tion, n. 
con-tre-temps (kon'trataN), «., pi. 

con-tre-temps. an embarrassing si¬ 

tuation; unfortunate occurrence, 

con-trite (kantrlt'), adj. full of re¬ 

morse; truly repentant; penitent. 

—con-tri-tion (kantristi'an), n. 
con-tro-vert (kon'travurt), v. to dis¬ 

pute; contest; contradict, 

con-tu-ma-cious (kon 'tooma'sHas), 

adj. strongly disobedient; rebellious; 

stubborn. —con-tu-ma-cy (kon'too- 

mase), n. 
con-tu-me-ly (kon'toomale), n. in¬ 

sulting behavior in words or deeds; 

contemptuous treatment. —con-tu- 
me'li-ous, adj. 

con-tuse (kantoozf), v. to injure (tis¬ 

sue, etc.) without laceration of the 

skin; bruise. 

con-ve-nance (kon'vanans), n. pro¬ 

priety; suitability. 

con-ven-tu-al (kanven'CHooal), adj. 
relating to or appropriate to a convent 

or monastic life. 

con-vert-i-plane (kanvur'taplan), n. 
an airplane designed for vertical 

movement like a helicopter and also 

level forward flight, 

con-vive (kon'vTv), n., pi. con-vives 
(kon'vlvz). a dining companion; a 

fellow guest at a meal, 

con-viv-ial (kanviv'eal), adj. relating 

to, indulging in, or suitable for feast¬ 

ing, eating and drinking, etc. 

con-vo-ca-tor (kon'vakatar), n. one 

who calls, arranges, or takes part in a 

meeting, etc. 

con-vo-lut-ed (kon'valootid), adj. 
tangled, twisted; intricate, compli¬ 

cated. 

con-vo-lu-tion (konvaloo'sHan), n. 
one of the ridges or folds on the brain’s 

surface. 

con-volve (kanvolv'), v. to roll to¬ 

gether; twist round, 

co-op-er-a-tive (kSop'arativ), n. an 

apartment house whose tenants each 

own shares of stock proportionate to 

the value his apartment bears to the 

total value of the building. See also 

condominium. 
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co-pa-cet-ic (kopaset'ik), adj. en¬ 
tirely satisfactory; fine; excellent, 

cop-ro-lag-ni-a (kopralag'nea), n. 
sexual excitement induced by fecal 
matter. 

cop-ro-la-li-a (koprala'lea), n. exces¬ 

sive swearing or use of obscene lan¬ 
guage. 

cop-rol-o-gy (koproflaje), n. scatolo- 

gy- 
cop-roph-a-gous (koprof'agas), adj. 
feeding on dung. 

cop-ro-phil-i-a (koprafil'ea), n. a 
morbid interest in feces, 

cop-ro-pho-bi-a (koprafo'bea), n. an 
obsessive fear of feces, 

coq au vin (kok 6 vaNf), chicken 
cooked with red wine, onions, garlic, 
diced pork, etc. 

co-quet (koket'), v. (of a woman) to 
try7 to attract the amorous attentions 
of men; flirt. 

co-quette (koket^), n. a woman who 
tries to gain the attention of men by 
amorous flirtation. 

co-quille (kdkil'), n. 1. a dish, usually 
of meat or fish, cooked with a sauce, 
and served on a shell-shaped platter. 
2. the casserole or other utensil used 
for cooking such dishes, 

cor-al-lif-er-ous (koralif'aras), adj. 
bearing or producing coral, 

cor-al-loid (kor'aloid), adj. shaped 

like coral. 
co-ram no-bis (kor'am no'bis), a writ 

designed to rectify an injury caused 
by a mistake of a court of law. 

cor-date (kor'dat), adj. shaped like a 

heart. 
cor-delle (kordel'), n. a rope used for 
towing barges, etc. 

cor-di-form (kor'daform), adj. hav¬ 

ing the shape of a heart, 
cor-dil-le-ra (kor'dilyar'a), n. a sys¬ 
tem of mountain ranges; a mountain 

chain. 
cor-don sa-ni-taire (kor'doN 

saneter;), pi. cor-dons sa-ni-taire 
(ko'doN saneter'). a line marking off 

an area under quarantine, 
co-re-spond-ent (kfi'rispon'dant), n. 
one charged with adultery together 
with the defendant in a divorce case. 

corroborant 

co-ri-a-ceous (korea'sHas), adj. re¬ 
sembling leather. 

cor-ne-ous (kor'neas), adj. of a horny 
substance or texture, 

cor-nic-u-late (kornik'yalat), adj. 
having horn-shaped parts; resem¬ 
bling a small horn, 

cor-nu (kor'nyoo), n. a horn or horn¬ 
shaped structure. 

cor-nut-ed (kornoo'tid), adj. having 
horns, like a cuckold; horn-shaped, 

co-ro-na (karo^na), n., pi. co-ro-nas, 
co-ro-nae (karo'ne). a luminous cir¬ 
cle of light surrounding the sun or 
moon. 

corona discharge, a discharge oc¬ 
curring at the surface of a conductor, 
etc., and resulting in ionization of the 
surrounding atmosphere. Also cor- 
po-sant (kor'pazant). 

co-ro-na-graph (karo'nagraf), n. an 
apparatus for observing the sun’s 
corona. 

cor-o-nar-y occlusion (kor'aner'e). 
obstruction of a coronary artery, 

coronary thrombosis, the occlusion 
of a coronary artery caused by a blood 
clot. 

cor-o-nate (kor'anat), adj. having a 
crown or coronet. 

cor-o-plast (kor'aplast), n. one who 
sculpts figurines, esp. in terracotta, 

cor-pu-lence (kor'pyalans), n. stout¬ 

ness of body; obesity; fatness. —cor' 
pu-lent, adj. 

cor-pus-cle (kor'pasal), n. a proto¬ 
plasmic cell, esp. a blood cell, 

cor-pus de-lic-ti (kor'pas dilik'te), 
the fundamental facts about a crime, 

cor-pus ju-ris (kor'pas joorhs), the 
body of laws of a country, state, etc. 

cor-rade (karad'), v. 1. to wear away 
by abrasion or erosion. 2. to disin¬ 
tegrate as a result of abrasion or ero¬ 
sion. —cor-ra-sion (kara'zHan), n. 

cor-ri-gen-dum (kor'ijen'dam), r., 
pi. cor-ri-gen-da (kor'ijen'da), a note 
of an error to be corrected in a book, 

cor-ri-gi-ble (kor'ijabal), adj. capable 
of being corrected; submitting to 

correction. 
cor-rob-o-rant (karob'arant), adj. 

confiiming; corroborating. 
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cor-tege (korteZH'), n. a ceremonial 
procession, esp. at a funeral, 

cor-tex (kor'teks), n., pi. cor-ti-ces 
(kor'tisez). 1. the bark of a tree. 2. the 
protective matter that surrounds the 

brain. 
cor-ti-co-ster-oid (kor'tikoster'oid), 

n, any of a class of steroids produced 
by the adrenal cortex, 

co-rus-cant (karus'kant), adj. flash¬ 
ing; gleaming; sparkling, 

cor-us-cate (kor'askat), v. to sparkle 

or gleam; glitter. 
cor-us-ca-tion (koraska'sHan), n. a 
sparkling or gleaming; a sudden flash 
of wit. 

cor-vine (kor'vTn), adj. relating to or 
resembling a crow or crow family. 

cor-y-ban-tic(koraban'tik),ad/. wild; 

unrestrained; frenzied, 
cosh-er (koSH'ar), v. to spoil or pam¬ 
per. 

cos-me-tology (koz'mitol'aje), n. 
the art or technique of using cos¬ 
metics. 

cos-mog-o-ny (kozmog'ane), n. a 
theory of the origin of the universe, 

cos-mog-ra-phy (kozmog'rafe), n. 
the science dealing with the constitu¬ 
tion and description of the universe. 
—cos-mog'ra-pher, n. 

cos-mo-line (koz'malen), n. a kind of 
grease used for protecting weapons 
against rust, etc., during storage or 
shipment. 

cos-mo-naut (koz'manot), n. an as¬ 
tronaut. —cos-mo-nau'tic, adj. 

cos-mop-o-lis (kozmop'alis), n. a city- 
composed of cosmopolitan elements, 

cos-mop-o-lite (kozmop'allt), n. one 
having a cosmopolitan outlook, 

cos-mol-o-gy (kozmol'aje), n. meta¬ 
physics dealing with the origin and 
structure of the universe and the laws 
of space and time. 

cos-mo-ra-ma (kozmaram'a), n. a 
display of pictures from various parts 
of the world. 

cos-mos (koz'mas), n. the universe 
viewed as an ordered system. —cos' 
mic, adj. 

Cos-sack (kos'ak), n. a member of one 
of several Slav tribes living in south¬ 

ern Russia and known for their 
horsemanship. 

cos-set (kos'it), v. to spoil, pamper, or 

coddle. 
cos-ta (kos'ta), n., pi. cos-tae (kos'te). 

a rib or something resembling a rib. 

—cos'tal, adj. 
cos-tate (kos'tat), adj. having ribs, 
cos-ter-mon-ger (kos'tarmuNG'ger), 

n. one who hawks fruit and vegetables, 
cos-tive (kos'tiv), adj. constipated, 
cos-trel (kos'tral), n. a container 
made of leather or earthenware and 
having ears by which it may be sus¬ 

pended. 
co-te-rie (ko'tare), n. a small, usually 
exclusive, group of people with 
shared tastes, a common viewpoint, 

etc. 
co-thur-nus (kot/zur'nas), n. a grave, 
dignified style of drama or acting, 

couch-ant (kou'cHant), adj. lying 

down. 
cou-lisse (kooles'), «• a piece of tim¬ 
ber with a groove to allow a panel to 
slide along it. 

cou-loir (koolwar'), n. a gorge on a 
mountainside. 

cou-lomb (koo'lom), n. a unit of elec¬ 
tricity equal to the quantity trans¬ 
ferred by one ampere in one second, 

coun-ter-in-sur-gen-cy (koun'- 
tarinsur'janse), n. the taking of mea¬ 
sures against internal subversion or 
guerrilla warfare. —coun-ter-in-sur' 
gent, n. 

coun-ter-prod-uc-tive (koun'tar- 
praduk'tiv), adj. having a result op¬ 
posite to that intended, 

coun-ter-vail (kountarveR), v. 1. to 
act against with equivalent power; 
exert equal force against. 2. to com¬ 
pensate; provide an equivalent for. 

coup de grace (koodagras'), pi. 
coups de grace (koozdagras'). 
French, a death blow, esp. one in¬ 
tended to end the agony of a mortally 
wounded person. 

coup d’e-tat (koo'data'), pi. coups 
d’e-tat (kooz' data'), a sudden 
change of government or regime, esp. 
by force. 

coup de the-a-tre (koo da taa'tra), pi. 
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coups de the a tre (koo da taa'tra). 

French, a sudden change or startling 

development in a play, 

coup d’oeil (koo docdya), pi coups 
d’oeil (koo doo'ya). French, a brief 

survey or glance. 

cour-te-san (kor'tizan), n. a prosti¬ 

tute, esp. one with wealthy or high¬ 

born clientele. 

cour-ti-er (kor'tear), n. an attendant 

upon a king at court, 

cous-cous (koos'koos), n. a North 

African dish of semolina, meat, and 

vegetables. 

cou-vade (koovad/), n. a custom 

among primitive peoples in which, 

at the time of a baby’s birth, the father 

normally simulates pregnancy and 

performs other acts associated with 

the female role in society, 

cove-nant (kuv'anant), n. 1. a formal 

agreement between two or more par¬ 

ties to perform some specified action. 

—v. 2. to enter into a covenant; pro¬ 

mise; pledge. 

covert (kuv'art), adj. 1. sheltered; 

protected. 2. secret; disguised, 

cover-ture (kuv'arCHar), n. a shelter, 

cover, or covering; disguise or con¬ 

cealment. 

covet (kuv'it), v. to desire avidly, 

esp. that which belongs to another. 

—cov'et-ous, adj. 
covey (kuv'e), n. a flock of partridges 

or similar birds. 

cox-al-gi-a (koksahjea), n. a pain in 

the hip. 

cox-comb (koks'kom), n. a conceited 

fop or dandy. —cox-comb ry (koks'- 

k5mre), n. 
coze (khz), v. to engage in friendly 

conversation. 

coz-en (kuz'on), v. to defraud, cheat 

or beguile. 

coz-en-age (kuz'anij), n. the practice 

of deceiving or cozening, 

craal (krai), n. See kraal, 
crack-nel (krak'nl), n. a biscuit or 

cake havinga hard and brittle texture, 

cram-pon (krarrdpan), n. 1. a spiked 

iron plate worn on shoes to prevent 

slipping on ice, etc. 2. a grappling 

iron used in raising weights. 

credulity 

cra-ni-al (kra'neal), adj. relating to 

the skull or cranium, 

cra-ni-ate (kra'neit), adj. having a 

cranium. 

cra-ni-ol-o-gy (kra'neobaje), n. the 

study of variations in the size and 

shape of human skulls, 

cra-ni-om-e-try (kra'neom'itre), n. 
the science of cranial measurement, 

cra-ni-o-phore (kra'neafor'), n. an 

apparatus for holding a skull in posi¬ 

tion while it is being measured, 

cra-ni-os-co-py (kra'neos'kape), n. 
examination of the human skull, 

cra-ni-ot-o-my (kra'neot'ame), n. the 

cutting open of the skull, usually for 

brain operations. 

cra-ni-um (kra'neam), n. the skull, 

esp. that part which encloses the 

brain. 

cran-kle (kraNG'kal), v. to turn, wind 

or bend. 

crap-au-dine door (krapaden'), a 

door rotating on pivots, 

crap-u-lent (krap'yoolant), adj. sick 

as a result of gross over-indulgence 

in food or drink. 

crap-u-lous (krap'yoolas), adj. 1. in¬ 

dulging in excessive eating and drink¬ 

ing. 2. suffering from the effects of 

excessive eating and drinking, 

cra-que-lure (krakldor'), n. hairline 

cracks in the surfaces of very old 

paintings. 

cra-sis (kra'sis), n. constitution; 

makeup. 

crass (kras), adj. lacking delicacy or 

refinement; insensitive; boorish; 

stupid. 

cras-si-tude (kras'itood), n. 1. stupi¬ 

dity or ignorance. 2. coarseness; 

grossness. 

craunch (kronCH), v. to crunch, 

cra-ven (kra'van), adj. 1. cowardly. 

—n. 2. a cowardly person, 

cre-den-dum (kriden'dom), «., pi. 
cre-den-da (kriden'da). that which 

must be believed; an article of faith, 

cre-dent (kred'nt), adj. trusting; be¬ 

lieving. 

cre-du-li-ty (kradoo'lite),«. excessive 

willingness to believe, esp. with only 

slight evidence. 
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cred-u-lous (krej'alas), adj. ready to 
believe on insufficient evidence; gul¬ 
lible; naive. 

creese (kres), n. a Malay dagger with 
a wavy blade. Also kris. 

creme de la creme (krem/ da la 
krem/), French, the very best part of 
something. 

cre-mome bolt (krimorn'), one of a 
pair of rods attached to full-length 
windows which slide into sockets at 
the top and bottom of the window to 
provide a secure fastening, 

cre-nate (kre'nat), adj. having the 
edge cut into scallop shapes, as certain 
leaves. 

cre-na-tion (krina'sHan), n. a crenate 
formation on the edge of a leaf. Also 
cren'a-ture. 

cren-el, cre-nelle (kren'l), n. any of 
the recesses alternating with the mer¬ 
lons on a battlement, 

cren-el-ate (kren'alat), v. to provide 
with crenels. —cren'el-action, n. 

cren-u-late (kren'valat), adj. having 
tiny crenations. 

cren-u-la-tion (krenyala'sHan), n. a 
minute crenation. 

cre-o-lized (kre'alTzd), adj. (of a lan¬ 
guage) having ceased to be pidgin 
and become a native language, 

crep-i-tant (krep'itnt), adj. rustling; 
crackling. 

crep-i-tate (krep'itat), v. to make a 
rustling or crackling sound, 

cre-pus-cule (kripus'kyool), n. twi¬ 
light. —cre-pus-cu-lar (kripus'kya- 
br), adj. 

cre-scen-do (krisHen'dS), n., pi. ere- 
scen-dos, cre-scen-di (krisHen'de). 
a gradual increase in loudness, force, 
etc. 

cres-cive (kres'iv), adj. growing; in¬ 
creasing. 

cres-set (kres'it), n. an iron basket 
containing oil, pitch, etc., and sus¬ 
pended on high for use as a beacon 
or torch. 

crest rail, the carved rail at the top of 
a settee or chair. 

Cre-ta-ceous (krita'snas), adj. relat¬ 
ing to the last period of the Mesozoic 
era, characterized by the advent of 
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insects and the extinction of the giant 

dinosaurs. 
cre-tin (kret'n), n. one suffering from 

cretinism. 
cre-tin-ism (kret'anizm), n. a disease 

caused by extreme thyroid deficiency 

and marked by deformity and by the 
stunting of both mental and physical 
growth. 

crewel-work (kroo'alwurk), n. em¬ 
broidery done with worsted yarn, 

crib-ble (krib'al), v. to make a crible 
surface. 

cri-ble (krebla'), adj. (of an engraving 
plate) having a pattern of dots de¬ 
signed to tone down the contrast be¬ 
tween solid black areas and areas of 
type.. 

crib-ri-form (krib'riform), adj. hav¬ 

ing holes like a sieve, 
criminal conversation, adultery, 
crim-i-nal-is-tics (krimanlis'tiks), n. 
the science of crime detection, 

criminal syndicalism, the advocacy 
of terrorism as a means of achieving 
political and economic reforms, 

crim-i-nate (krim'anat), v. 1. to ac¬ 
cuse of a crime. 2. to incriminate. 3. 
to condemn. —crim'i-na-tive, adj. 

crim-i-nol-o-gy (krimanol'aje), n. the 
scientific study of crime and crimi¬ 
nals. 

crine (krln), n. hair, 
cri-no-gen-ic (krlnajen'ik), adj. tend¬ 
ing to produce secretions, 

cri-nose (kff'nos), adj. hairy, 
cri-o-sphinx (krl'asfiNGks), n., pi. 
cri-o-sphinx-es, cri-o-sphin-ges 
(kff'asfin'jez). a sphinx having a 
ram’s head. 

cris-pate (kris'pat), adj. curled; wrin¬ 
kled. 

cris-pa-tion (krispa'sHan), n. the act 
or process of curling or of being 
curled. 

cris-sum (kris'am), n. the area around 
the cloacal vent, underneath the tail 
of a bird. —cris'sal, adj. 

cris-tate (kris'tat), adj. crested, 
crit-ic-as-ter (krit'ikastar), n. a critic 

lacking in ability. 

cri-tique (kritek), n. a critical estimate 
of some problem, etc. 
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croft (kroft), n. a small plot of land for 
tillage or pasture. —croft'er, n. 

crois-sant (krwasaN'), n., pi. crois¬ 

sants (krwasaN,)> a crescent-shaped 
roll made of leavened dough or puff 
paste. 

crom-lech (krom'lek), n. a circle of 
upright stones or of flat stones resting 
on upright ones. See also dolmen, 

cro-quette (kroket,)> n. a rissole of 
minced meat or fish, coated with egg, 
breadcrumbs, etc., and fried, 

cro-sier (krd^ZHar), n. the pastoral 
staff of a bishop. 

cross-let (kros'lit), n. a small cross, 
esp. one appearing in a heraldic bear¬ 
ing. 

crotch-et (kroCH^it), n. 1. a hook or a 

device resembling a hook. 2. a fanciful 
notion. —crotch'et-y, adj. 

croute (kroot), n. a crust, 
crou-ton (kroo'ton), n. a small cube 

of fried or toasted bread used in 
soups. 

croze (kroz), n. a groove at the ends 
of the staves of a barrel into which 
the top and bottom parts fit. 

cru-ci-ate (kroo'sHeit), adj. shaped 
like a cross. 

cru-ci-fer (kroo^safar), n. one who 
bears a cross in a religious procession, 
etc. 

cru-cif-er-ous (kroosif'aras), adj. 

having or bearing a cross, 
cru-ci-form (kroosaform), adj. 

shaped like a cross, 
cru-et (kroo'it), n. a container for 

vinegar, oil, etc. 
cruis-er-weight (kroo'zarwat), n. See 

light heavyweight, 
cru-ral (kroor'al), adj. relating to the 

thigh or leg. 
cruse (krooz), n. a small jar or pot for 

holding liquids. 
crus-ta-cean (krusta'SHan), n. any of 

a class of mainly aquatic arthropods 
including lobsters, shrimps, crabs, 

etc. 
cry-o-gen (krl'ajan), n. an agent or 
substance for producing low tem¬ 

peratures ; refrigerant, 
cry-ol-o-gy (krlol'aje), n. the scientific 

study of snow and ice. 

cry-om-e-ter (kriom'itar), n. a ther¬ 
mometer for use at low temperatures, 

cry-os-co-py (krios'kape), n. the de¬ 
termination of the freezing points of 
liquids or of the lowering of freezing 
points produced in liquids by dis¬ 
solved substances. 

cry-o-stat (krl'astat), n. an apparatus 
for maintaining low temperatures, 

cry-o-ther-a-py (krl'o^er'ape), n. 
medical treatment by the inducing 
of low bodily temperatures. Also cry- 
mo-ther'a-py. 

crypt-a-nal-y-sis (kriptan'allz), n. the 
science of interpreting or translating 
codes, secret writings, cryptograms, 
etc. Also cryp-to-a-nal'y-sis. 

cryp-to-clas-tic (kriptaklas'tik), adj. 
composed of minute fragments, 

cryp-to-gram (krip'tagram), n. a 
message in code. 

cryp-to-graph (krip'tagraf), n. 1. a 
cryptogram. 2. a method or system 
of secret writing. 

cryp-tog-ra-phy (kriptog'rafe), n. the 
study of secret codes. See also plain 
text. 

cryp-tol-o-gy (kriptofiaje), n. the 
science of cryptanalysis and cryptog¬ 
raphy. 

cryp-tom-e-ter (kriptom'itar), n. a 
device for examining the surface 
underneath a coat of paint, 

cryp-to-nym (krip'tanim), n. a secret 

name. 
cryp-ton-y-mous (kripton'omas), 

adj. anonymous. 
cryp-to-phyte (krip'tafit), n. a plant 
whose reproductive organs are form¬ 
ed underground. 

cryp-to-por-ti-cus (kriptapor'takas), 
n. an enclosed passage with lights on 

one side. 
crys-tal-log-ra-phy (kristalog'rafe), 

n. the science dealing with the struc¬ 
ture and forms of crystals. —crys¬ 
tal -lo-graph'ic, adj. 

cte-noid(te'noid), adj. havingarough 

edge; pectinate. 
cua-dril-la (kwadre'ya), n. a group of 

five assistants to a bullfighter, 
cub-age (kyoo'bij), n. cubic content, 
cu-ba-ture (kyoo'baCHar), n. deter- 
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mination of the cubic contents of a 

solid. 
cu-bic-u-lum (kyobbik'yalam), n.,pl. 

cu-bic-u-la (kyobbik'yala). a tomb or 
burial chamber. 

cu-bi-form (kyoo'baform), adj. hav¬ 

ing the shape of a cube. 
Cub-ism (kyoo'bizm), n. an abstract 

style of painting characterized by at¬ 
tempts to reduce natural forms to 
their basic geometric shapes, 

cu-bit (kyoo'bit), n. an ancient mea¬ 
sure of length based on the length of 
the forearm. 

cu-boid (kyoo'boid), adj. having a 
shape resembling a cube, 

cuck-old (kuk'ald), n. 1. a man whose 
wife is unfaithful. —v. 2. to make (a 
man) a cuckold. 

cu-cul-ate (kyoo'kalat), adj. shaped 
like a hood; hooded, 

cu-cu-mi-form (kyookyoo'maform), 
adj. having the shape of a cucumber; 
cylindrical. 

cud-dy (kud'e)> n. a small cabin on a 
ship. 

cuir-bouil-li (kwerbooye'), n. French. 

leather which is hardened by soaking 
in hot water. 

culch (kulCH), n. the mass of material, 
as stones, shells, etc., forming an 
oyster bed. 

cul-de-sac (kul'dasak'), n., pi. culs- 
de-sac (kulz'dasak'), 1. a body cavity 
or tube, resembling a sac and open 
only at one end. 2. a road or passage 
shut at one end; blind alley; dead-end 
street. 

cu-li-nar-y (kyoo'lanere), adj. relat¬ 
ing to cookery or the kitchen, 

cul-let (kul'it), n. broken glass which 
can be remelted and used again, 

culm (kulm), n. 1. refuse coal; coal 
dust. 2. a cheap variety of anthracite, 

cul-pa (kul'pa), n., pi. cul-pae (kul'- 
pe), neglect; sin; guilt, 

cul-pa-ble (kul'pabal), adj. meriting 
condemnation or censure; blame¬ 
worthy. 

cul-ti-gen (kul'tijan), n. a cultivated 
species of plant whose wild origin is 
not known. 

cul-ti-var (kul'tavar), n. a plant 
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which has been originated by cultiva¬ 

tion. 

cul-trate (kul'trat), adj. having a 

sharp edge and point, as a leaf, 

cultural anthropology, the study of 

the origins and evolution of human 

culture. 

cultural lag, the relatively slow de¬ 

velopment of one section of a culture 

compared with another, 

cum-brance (kum'brans), n. a source 

of trouble; a burden or liability; en¬ 

cumbrance. 

cum-brous (kum'bras), adj. burden¬ 

some; cumbersome, 

cum dividend, including a previ¬ 

ously declared dividend. See also ex 
dividend. 

cum gra-no sa-lis (koom gra'no sa'- 

lis), Latin, with a grain of salt, 

cum lau-de (koom lo'da), with 

honor; with (academic) distinction. 

See also magna cum laude, summa 
cum laude. 

cu-mu-li-form (kyob'mvalaform), 

adj. resembling cumulus clouds, 

cu-mu-lo-cir-rus (kyoo'myalosir'- 

as), n., pi. cu-mu-lo-cir-rus. See 

cirrocumulus. 
cu-mu-lo-nim-bus (kyoo'myalo- 

nim'bas), n.,pl. cu-mu-lo-nim-bus. a 

cumulus cloud of great depth with a 

tower—or mountain-shaped sum¬ 

mit. 

cu-mu-lo-stra-tus (kyoo 'myalostra'- 

tas), n., pi. cu-mu-lo-stra-tus. See 

stratocumulus. 
cu-mu-lous (kyoo'myalas), adj. re¬ 
sembling a cumulus cloud, 

cimc-ta-tion (kuNGkta'sHan), n. de¬ 
lay. 

cunc-ta-tor (kuNGkta'tar), n. one 
who delays or procrastinates, 

cu-ne-al (kyoo'neal), adj. wedge- 
shaped. 

cu-ne-ate (kyoo'neit), adj. wedge- 
shaped. 

cu-ne-at-ic (kyoo 'neat' ik), adj. cunei¬ 

form. 

cu-nic-u-lus (kyoonik'yalas), «., pi. 

cu-nic-u-li (kyoonik'yall). a small 
underground passage, 

cu-pel (kyoo'pal), n. a shallow porous 
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cup used for separating precious 
metals from lead. 

cu-pid-i-ty (kyoopid'ite), n. a strong 
or inordinate desire; avarice, 

cu-pric (kyoo'prik), adj. containing 
copper. 

cu-prif-er-ous (kyodpriParss), adj. 
yielding or bearing copper, 

cu-pu-late (kyoo'pyalat), adj. having 
the shape of a cupule. 

cu-pule (kyoo'pvbbl), n. a cup-shaped 
process, as in the acorn, 

cu-ra-trix (kyoora'triks), n.,pl. cu-ra- 
tri-ces (kyboratrl'sez). a woman 
curator. 

cu-ret-tage (kydoretfij), n. the opera¬ 
tion of curetting. 

cu-rette (kydoret/), n. 1. a small spoon 
or scooplike instrument for scraping 
or cleaning body cavities. —v. 2. to 
scrape with a curette, 

curf (kurf), n. See kerf, 
cu-rie (kyoor'e), n. the unit of mea¬ 
surement of activity of a radioactive 
substance. 

cu-ri-o-sa (kybor'eo'sa), n. books 
dealing with pornographic subjects; 
erotic literature. 

cur-ric-u-lum vidae (karik'yalam 
vT'te), pi. cur-ric-u-la vi-tae (karik'- 
yala vl'te), a brief account of one’s 
professional or business career, 

cur-rish (kur'isH), adj. resembling a 
cur; quarrelsome or contemptible, 

curtain shutter. See focal-plane 

shutter. 
curdate (kur'tat), adj. shortened; 

curtailed. 
cu-rule (kyoor'dol), adj. of the highest 

rank or position. 
cur-Vet (karvet,)> v. to prance, frisk 

or caper. 
cus-pi-dal (kus'pidl), adj. resembling 
or having a cusp; cuspidate, 

cus-pi-date (kus'pidat), adj. having 

cusps. 
cus tom ar y (kus'tamer 'e), n. a book 
or code of legal customs. Also cus- 
tu-mal (kus'cHoomal), n. 

cusdom-made (kus'tam mad'), adj. 

made specially to order, 
cuda ne ous (kyoota'neos), ad], re¬ 

lating to or affecting the skin. 

cudin (kut'in), n. a waxy substance 
forming a layer on the outer epider¬ 
mal surface of plants, 

cudindze (kyoot'onlz), v. to make 
into cutin. 

cudis (kvoo'tis), n. the dermis or true 
skin. 

cutdage (kut'ij), n. the propagation 
of plants from vegetative parts, 

cu-vee (kbova'), n. wine obtained by 
blending different vintages, 

cy-an-e-ous (slan'eas), adj. of a deep 
blue color. 

cy-andc (slan'ik), adj. of a bluish 
color. 

cy-a-nom-e-ter (sTonom'itar), n. an 
instrument for measuring the inten¬ 
sity of blue in a sky, etc. 

cya-no-sis (sTano'sis), n. a bluish dis¬ 
coloration of the skin caused by in¬ 
sufficient oxygenation of the blood, 

cy-ber-net-ics (sl'barnet'iks), n. the 
comparative study of communica¬ 
tion and control systems in machines, 
esp. computers, and similar func¬ 
tions in the human nervous system 
and brain. 

cycle (sl'kal), n. a series of regularly 
recurrent changes in an electric 

current. 
cy-clo-gen-e-sis (slklajen'isis), n. the 
appearance and development of a 
cyclone. 

cycloid (sl'kloid), adj. like a circle; 
circular. 

cy-clol-y-sis (slklolfisis), n. the dimi¬ 
nution and disappearance of a cy¬ 

clone. 
cy-clom-e-ter (slklomfitar), n. 1. an 
instrument for measuring circular 
arcs. 2. an instrument for recording 
the revolutions of a wheel; often used 
for registering the distance traveled 

by a wheeled vehicle, 
cyclone (sl'klSn), n. a region of low 
atmospheric pressure surrounded by 
circular wind motion. See also anti¬ 

cyclone. 
cyclone furnace, a furnace which 
burns liquid fuel in a revolving col¬ 

umn of air. 
Cy-clo-pe-an (slklape'an), adj. relat¬ 

ing to a method of building using 
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large, irregular, or undressed stones, 
cyclo-ram-a (slklaram'o), n. 1. a pa¬ 
noramic pictorial representation of a 
landscape, etc., that encircles the 
spectator as he sits in the center of a 
hall, etc. 2. a curved backcloth, etc., 
in a theater designed to give an im¬ 
pression of great distance, 

cy-clo-sis (slklo'sis), n.,pl. cy-clo-ses 
(slklo'sez). the movement of proto¬ 
plasm inside a cell, 

cy-clo-stom-a-tous (slklastom'atas), 
adj. having a circular mouth, 

cy-clo-thy-mi-a (slktat/u'mea), n. a 
psychosis marked by alternating 
moods of depression and elation. 
—cy-clo-thyfini-ac, n. 

cy-clo-tron (sRklatron), n. a device 
for causing electrified particles to 
move at very high speeds in spiral 
paths in a strong magnetic field, 

cy-e-sis (sle'sis), n.,pl. cye-ses (sle'- 
sez). pregnancy. 

cyg-net (sig'nit), n. a young swan, 
cyl-in-droid (siRindroid), n. 1. a solid 
shaped like a cylinder. —adj. 2. re¬ 
sembling a cylinder, 

cy-maise (semez,)) n. a pewter con¬ 
tainer for wine with a spout and 
handle. 

cym-bi-form (sim'boform), adj. 
shaped like a boat. 

cy-mo-graph (sRmagraf), n. See ky¬ 
mograph. 

cy-mot-ri-chous (slmo'trakas), adj. 
having curly or wavy hair. 

Cym-ric (kim'rik), n. the Welsh 
language. 

cy-no-sure (sRnoSHoor), n. a center 
of attention; something which 
strongly attracts; something which 
guides or directs. 

Cy-ril-lic (siriRik), adj. relating to the 
alphabet used for writing Old Church 
Slavonic and now for Russian and 
various other languages, 

cyr-to-sis (sarto'sis), n. curvature of 
the spine. 

cyst (sist), n. 1. a sac in animal tissues. 
2. a sporelike cell in plants enclosing 
reproductive bodies, 

cystic fibrosis (sis'tik fibrS'sis), a 
hereditary disease affecting the pan¬ 

creas and lungs, and characterized by 
an inability to digest and difficulty in 

breathing. 
cyst-oid (sis'toid), adj. resembling a 

cyst. 
cys-to-scope (sis'taskop), n. an in¬ 
strument for examining the bladder, 

cys-tos-co-py (sistos'kape), n. exami¬ 
nation of the bladder by using a 
cystoscope. 

cy-to-ar-chi-tec-ture (sl'toar'kitek'- 
CHar), n. the structure of cells in a 
tissue. 

cy-to-chem-is-try (sltakem'istre), n. 
the chemistry of living cells. —cy-to- 
chenRi-cal, adj. 

cy-toc-la-sis (sltok'lasis), n. the de¬ 
struction of cells, cy-to-clas-tic (sita- 
klas'tik), adj. 

cy-to-gen-e-sis (sltajenfisis), n. the 
genesis and development of cells, 

cy-to-ge-net-ics (sl'tojanet'iks), n. 
the branch of biology dealing with 
the study of heredity using the me¬ 
thods of both cytology and genetics, 

cy-toid (sRtoid), adj. resembling a 
cell. 

cy-to-ki-ne-sis (sl'tSkincRsis), n. cyto¬ 
plasmic changes during mitosis, mei- 
osis, and fertilization, 

cy-tol-o-gist (sltoRojist), n. one who 
specializes in cytology, 

cy-tol-o-gy (sitoRoje), n. the study of 
living cells. 

cy-tol-y-sis (sltoRisis), n. the destruc¬ 
tion or dissolution of living cells, 

cy-ton (sTRn), n. the body of a nerve 
cell. 

cy-to-path-o-gen-ic (sI/t6pa^/R^jen,- 
ik), adj. destructive to cells, 

cy-to-pa-thol-o-gy (sl'topat/zol'aje), 
n. the study of the diseases of cells, 

cy-toph-a-gy (sltof'aje), n. the engulf¬ 
ing of cells by other cells, 

cy-to-plast (sl'taplast), n. the cyto¬ 
plasmic contents of a cell, 

cy-to-plasm (sl'taplazm), n. the pro¬ 
toplasm of a cell surrounding the 
nucleus. 

cy to some (sT'tasom), n. the cyto¬ 
plasm of a cell. 

cy-to-tax-is (sltatak'sis), n. the mutual 
attraction and repulsion of cells. 
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cyto-tox-in (sltatok'sin), n. a sub¬ 
stance in the blood which is harmful 
to certain cells. 

cyto-trop-ic (sltatrop'ik), adj. attrac¬ 
ted toward or moving away from 
cells. —cy-tot-ro-pism (slto'tra- 
pizm), n. 

cyto-zo-on (sitazo'an), pi. cy-to- 

zo-a (sltazb'a). a parasite living inside 
a cell. 

czare-vitch, tsar-e vitch (zar'- 
avicH), n. the son of a czar, 

cza-revna, tsarevna (zarev'na), n. 
the daughter of a czar, 

cza-ri-na, tsa-rina (zare'na), n. the 
wife of a czar. 
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da-cha, datcha (da'cHa), n. (in Rus¬ 

sia) a country house, 
da-coit, da-koit (dakoit'), n. (in India 
and Burma) one of a group of robbers 
that plunder in bands, 

da-coit-y, da-koit-y (dakoi'te), n. or¬ 
ganized robbery by bands, 

dac-ry-a-gogue (dak'reagog), adj. 
causing the secretion of tears, 

dac-tyl (dak'tl), n. a digit, as a finger 
or toe. —dac-tyl'ic, adj. 

dac-tyl-o-gram (daktil'agram), n. a 
fingerprint. 

dac-ty-log-ra-phy (daktalog'rafe), n. 
study of fingerprints for identifica¬ 
tion. 

dac-ty-lol-o-gy (daktalol'aje), n. me¬ 
thod of communicating by hand and 
finger signs. 

dac-ty-lo-meg-a-ly (dak'talomeg'a- 
le), n. enlargement of a finger or fin¬ 
gers. 

Da-da (da'da), n. (sometimes l.c.) a 
movement in art and literature of the 
early 20th century to discredit all 
previous art by making use of in¬ 
appropriate materials and unrelated 
techniques. 

dae-dal (de'dl), adj. 1. skillful; clev¬ 
erly inventive. 2. intricate; diversi¬ 
fied ; maze-like. 

dae mon, dai-mon (de'man), n. 1. a 
lesser god, as the protector of a place 
or a man’s attendant spirit. 2. an evil 
spirit. 

dakh-ma (dak'ma), n. a stone plat¬ 
form, about 30 feet high, on which 
the Parsees leave their dead, 

da-koit (dakoit'), n. See dacoit. 
da-koit-y (dakoi'te), n. See dacoity. 
dalles (dalz), n. pi. the rapids of a river 
running down a canyon or gorge. 
Also dells. 

dal-li-ance (dal'eans), n. amorous 
behavior; flirtatious trifling, 

dam-a-scene (dam'asen), v. 1. to 
ornament steel with wavy lines. —n. 
2. steel so ornamented. 

D and C, dilation (or dilatation) and 
curettage; the surgical removal by 
scraping of tissue from the lining of 
the uterus. 

danse ma-ca-bre (daNs maka'bra). 
1. a symbolic dance leading the dead 
to the grave. 2. an artist’s representa¬ 
tion of this. Also dance of death, 

dap (dap), v. to dip into water, 

dar-by (dar'be), n. a plasterer’s float 
with two handles. 

dark lan-tem (dark lan'tern), a lan¬ 
tern whose light can be concealed by 
a shutter. 

dar-kle (dar'kal), v. to be or become 
dark, gloomy, or indistinct, 

dark-some (dark'sam), adj. dark, 
dar-tle (dar'tl), v. to dart back and 
forth rapidly. 

da-sein (da'zln), n. awareness of the 

circumstances of one’s own existence, 
dash-pot (daSH'pot), n. a pneumatic 
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or hydraulic piston-like device for 
absorbing shocks or reversing the 
direction of a machine part, 

das'tard (das'tard), n. a contemptible 
coward. —das-tard-ly, adj. 

da-sym-e-ter (dasim'itar), n. an in¬ 
strument for measuring gas density, 

das-y-phyl-lous (dasafiFas), adj. hav¬ 
ing hairy leaves. 

dat'cha (da'CHa), n. See dacha. 
daube (dob), n. a meat and vegetable 

stew. 
dau-er-schlaf (dou'arsHlaf), «. psy¬ 
chiatric treatment by drug-induced 

sleep. 
daughter of Eve, a girl or woman, 
dau-phin (do'fin), n. pi. dauphines 

(do'finz), the title of the eldest son 
of a King of France, 

dau-phin-ess (do'finis), n. the wife of 
a dauphin. Also dauphine. 

davit (dav'it), n. any device on a ship 
or large boat for raising or lowering 
a small boat. 

DDT, a white powder effective as an 
insecticide. 

dead-fall (ded'fol), n. a large trap for 
game in which the prey is struck or 
crushed by a heavy weight, 

dead-ly sins, the sins of pride, cov¬ 
etousness, lust, anger, gluttony, envy, 
and sloth. Also seven deadly sins, 

dead man’s control, a device that 
must be held down by the driver of a 
train or other vehicle to control and 
maintain its motion, 

dead man’s hand, (in poker) a hand 
containing two aces and two eights, 

dead reckoning, a method for calcu¬ 
lating position using distance and 
directions run from last known posi¬ 

tion. 
de-an-thro-po-mor-phism (dean'- 

t/zrapamor'fizm), n. the removal of 
anthromorphic beliefs from philoso¬ 

phy and religion, 
dear text. See plain text, 
dearth (durt/z), n. scarcity or scanty 

supply; lack. 
death instinct, inclination to suicide, 
death rate, the number of deaths per 
thousand of population, 

death rattle, a sound often produced 

in the throat immediately before 
death, caused by the air forced 
through mucus. 

de-ba-cle (daba'kal), n. 1. a sudden, 
often ignominious collapse. 2. the 
disintegration of ice in a river. See 
also embacle. 

de-bauch (diboctF), v. to corrupt by 
excessive sexual pleasures; seduce. 
—de-bauch'er-y, n. 

deb-au-chee (deboCHe,)J n. one who 
indulges in excessive sensuality, 

de-bil-i-tate (dibiFitat), v. to weaken, 
de-bil-i-ty (dibiFite), n. state of being 
physically weak. 

deb-o-nair, deb-o-naire, deb-on- 
naire (debaner,)I adj. having pleas¬ 
ant manners; gracious, gay. 

de-bouch (diboosH), v. (of a river) to 
emerge from a narrow valley into a 
larger one. 

de-bouch-ment (dibooSH'mant), n. a 
mouth or outlet, as of a river or pass. 
Also de-bou-chure (dabocFsHoor). 

de-bride-ment (dibred'mant), n. re¬ 
moval of dead tissue from a wound 
by surgery. 

de-brief (debreF), v. to question 
closely on return from a mission to 
assess its conduct and results, 

de-bug (debug')) v. to detect and eli¬ 
minate errors, esp. from a computer 
program. 

dec-a-gon (dek'agon), n. a 10-sided 
plane figure. 

dec-a-gram, dek-a-gram (dek'- 
agram), n. a metric unit of 10 grams, 
equivalent to 0.3527 ounce avoir¬ 

dupois. 
dec-a-he-dron (dekahe'dran), n. a 

solid with 10 faces, 
de-cal-ci-fy (dekaFsafT), v. to remove 
calcareous matter, as from a bone, 

de-cal-co-ma-ni-a (dikal 'kama'nea), 
n. a paper bearing a picture, lettering, 
or design that may be transferred, 
usually by wetting it, onto another 
surface. Also de-cal (de'kal). 

de-ca-les-cence (dekales'ans), n. the 
more rapid absorption of heat in a 
piece of iron as it passes a certain tem¬ 
perature. —de-ca-les'cent, adj. 

dec-a-li-ter,dek-a-li-ter(dek'3leter), 



decalogue 70 

n. a metric unit of 10 liters, equiva¬ 
lent to 9.08 quarts U.S. dry measure 
or 2.64 gallons U.S. liquid measure. 

dec-a-logue, dec-a-log (dek'alog), 
n. the Ten Commandments. Ex. 20: 
2-17. 

de-cam-er-ous (dikam'aras), adj. 
having 10 parts. 

dec-a-me-ter, dek-a-me-ter (dek'- 
ametor), n. a linear measure of 10 
meters. 

de-camp (dikamp'), v. to depart 
hastily; run away. 

dec-an (dek'an), n. one division of 
10° in a sign of the zodiac. 

dec-a-nal (dek'anl), adj. pertaining 
to a dean. 

dec-a-pod (dek'apod), n. 1. a 10-leg¬ 
ged crustacean, as a crab or lobster. 
2. a 10-armed cephalopod, as a cuttle¬ 
fish. 

de-cas-u-al-ize (dekazH'ooallz), v. to 
cease or curtail the hiring of tem¬ 
porary personnel. 

dec-a-syl-lable (dek'asil'abal), n. a 
word or verse containing 10 syllables. 
—dec-a-syl-lab-ic (dek bsilab'ik), 
adj. 

de-cath-lon (dikat/i'lon), n. an ath¬ 
letic contest involving 10 different 
events with the same participants 
competing in all. 

dec-at-ing (dek'atiNG), n. an anti¬ 
shrinking process for textiles that 
provides a lustrous finish. Also dec' 
a-tiz-ing. 

de-cay (dika'), v. the disintegration 
of a radioactive substance in which a 
nucleus undergoes transformation 
into one or more different nuclei and 
simultaneously emits radiation, loses 
electrons, or undergoes fission. Also 
called radioactive decay. 

de-ce-dent (dised'nt), n. (in law) a 
deceased person. 

de-cel-er-ate (desel'arat), v. to re¬ 
duce in speed. 

de-cel-er-on (desel'aron), n. (in aero¬ 
nautics) an aileron acting as a brake. 

de-cen-nial (disen'eal), adj. 1. of or 

for 10 years; occurring every 10 years. 
2. an anniversary celebrating this. 

de-cen-ni-um (disen'eam), n. a peri¬ 

od of 10 years. Also de-cen-na-ry. 
(disen'are). 

dec-i-bel (des'abel), n. a unit in 
which the intensity of a sound wave 
is measured. 

de-cid-u-ous (disij'ooas), adj. (of 
trees, teeth, etc.) dropping off or out 
after a period of growth. 

dec-i-gram (des'agram), n. a metric 
unit of weight of 1/10th gram, equi¬ 
valent to 1.543 grains. 

dec-ile (des'il), n. a value of a variable 
that divides its distribution into 10 
equal sets. 

dec-i-li-ter (des'aletar), n. a metric 
unit of capacity of 1/10th liter, equi¬ 
valent to 6.102 cu. in. or 3.381 U.S. 
fl. oz. 

de-cil-lion (disil'yan), n. a number 
represented by a digit followed by 33 
zeros. 

dec-i-mate (des'amat), v. 1. to de¬ 
stroy a large percentage of. 2. to re¬ 
duce by l/10th. 

dec-i-meter (des'ametar), n. a metric 
unit of length equal to 1 /10th of a 
meter. 

deck-le edge (dek'al ej), the irregular 
edge of handmade paper. Also 
deckle. 

de-claim (diklam'), v. to make a 
speech, esp. in a dramatic manner. 
—dec-la-ma-tion (deklama'sHan), n. 
—de-clama-tory (diklam'atore), adj. 

de-clar-ant (dikler'ant), n. one who 
makes a declaration. 

de-clar-a-to-ry judgment (diklar'- 
ator'e), a legal decision limited to 
declaring the rights of the parties. 

de-clas-se (dakbsa'), adj. (Jem. de- 
classee) of a lowered social class or 
status. 

dec-li-nate (dek'lanat), adj. curving 
downward. —de-clin-a-to-ry (dikll'- 
nator'e), adj. 

de-clin-a-ture (dikll'nacHor), n. act 
of refusal. 

dec-li-nom-e-ter (dekbnom'itar), n. 
an instrument that measures the 
downward variation of a magnetic 
needle from true north or the angular 
distance of a star or planet from the 
celestial equator. 
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de-cliv-ity (dikliv'ite), n. a down¬ 
ward slope (from the observer’s point 
of view). See also acclivity. —decli¬ 
vous (diklT'vas), adj. —de-cliv-i-tous 
(dikliv'itas), adj. 

de-coct (dikoktO, v. to concentrate 
by boiling down. —de-coc-tion (di- 
kok'sHon), n. 

de-col-late (dikoKat), v. to behead, 

de-colle-tage (da'koltaZH'), n. the 
neck of a low-cut dress, 

de colle te (da'kohl'), adj. (of a 
dress) cut low at the neck, 

de-com-mis-sion (dekamisH'on), v. 
to remove (equipment) from active 
service. 

de-com-pen-sa-tion (de'kompansa'- 
SHon), n. the inability of a defective 
heart to make up for its defect, 

de-com-pres-sion sickness (dekam- 
presH^an), a condition caused by the 
formation of nitrogen bubbles in the 
blood developed in coming from an 
atmosphere of high pressure to air of 

ordinary pressure. Also bends, cais¬ 
son disease, nitrogen narcosis, 

de-con-gest (dekanjest'), v. to reduce 
the congestion of. 

de-con-ges-tant (dekanjes'tant), n. a 
medicine that relieves congestion, 

de-con-ges-tive (dekanjes'tiv), adj. 
relieving congestion, 

de-con-se-crate (dekon'sakrat), v. to 

secularize. 
de-cor-ti-cate (dekor'takat), v. to 
peel; remove the husk or bark from. 
—de-cor-ti-ca'tion, n. 

de-co-rum (dikor'am), n. dignified 
and appropriate demeanor, appear¬ 

ance, etc. 
de-cou-page (da'kobpazH'), n. de¬ 
coration with paper cutouts, 

de-cree ni-si (dikre' nT'sT), a legal 

decree, usually of a divorce, render¬ 

ing it effective at a future date, 
dec-re-ment (dek'ramant), n. a gra¬ 

dual diminution or the amount so 

lost. 
de-crep-i-tate (dikrep'itat), v. to 

crackle. 
de-crep-i-tude (dikrep'itood), n. a 

state of weakness; decrepit condi¬ 

tion, esp. from old age. 

de-cre-scen-do (dekrisHen'do), n. a 
gradual decrease in volume, 

de-cres-cent (dikres'ant), adj. de¬ 
creasing; lessening, 

de-cre-tal (dikret'l), adj. pertaining 
to or embodying a decree, 

de-cre-tive (dikre'tiv), adj. of or with 
the force of a decree, 

dec-re-to-ry (dek'ritore), adj. of or 
in keeping with a decree, 

de-crypt (dekript*), v. to decode, 
de-cub-i-tus (dikyoo'bitas), n. pi. de- 

cub-i-ti (dikyoo'bite). (in medicine) 
the position a patient assumes in bed. 

dec-u-man (dek'yooman), adj. of 
great magnitude, as a wave, 

de cum bent (dikum'bant), adj. 
prone; recumbent, 

dec-u-ple (dek'yoopal), adj. tenfold, 
de-curved (dekurvd'), adj. curving 
downward. 

de-cus-sate (dikus'at), adj. crossed; 
intersected. 

deem-ster (dem'star), n. (on the Isle 
of Man) a judge. 

deer-stalk-er (der'stokar), n. a cloth 
cap with peaks front and back and 
flaps that can cover the ears, 

de-es-ca-late (dees'kalat), v. to lower 
and decrease the intensity of, as a war. 
—de-es-ca-la'tion, n. 

de-e-sis (dee'sis), n.pi. de-e-ses (dee,~ 
sez). (in Byzantine art) a representa¬ 
tion of Christ on a throne attended 
by St. John and the Virgin Mary, 

de fac-to (de fak'to), Latin. 1. actually 
existing, though not by legal right. 
2. in reality. See also de jure, 

de-fal-cate (difal'kat), v. to mis¬ 
appropriate money, 

de-fal-ca-tion (de'falka'sHan), n. the 
misappropriation of money by a 

trusted official. 
de-fea-sance (dife'zans), n. (in law) 

the process of rendering something 

null and void. 
de-fea-si-ble (dife'zabal), adj. able to 
be ended or annulled, 

de-fend-ant (difen'dnt), n. a person 
against whom a legal suit or charge is 
being brought in a court of law. See 

also plaintiff. 
de-fen-es-tra-tion (defen 'istra'- 
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SHan), n. the throwing of somebody 
or something out of a window, 

de-fer-vesce (defarves'), v. to have 
a fever reduced. 

de-fer-ves-cence (defarves'ans), n. 
the lessening of fever, 

de-fi-bril-late (defT'bralat), v. to stop 
the formation of thread-like fibres in 
the heart muscles. 

de-fi-bril-la-tor (defi'bralatar), n. a 
device for defibribillating. 

def-i-cit financing (def'isit), a sys¬ 
tem of governmental finance that al¬ 
lows expenditures to exceed reve¬ 
nues, usually through borrowing, 

def-i-cit spend-ing (def'isit spend'- 

diNG), a system of governmental fi¬ 
nance that allows expenditures in ex¬ 
cess of income. 

def-i-lade (defalad'), n. protection 
afforded by any obstacle, as a hill, 
from enemy fire. 

de-fin-i-en-dum (difin'een'dam), n. 
pi. de-fin-i-en-da (difin 'een'da). 
something to be defined, as a diction¬ 
ary headword. 

de-fin-i-ens (difin'eanz), n. pi. de-fin- 
i-en-tia (difin'een'sHa). something 
that defines, as a dictionary defini¬ 
tion. 

de-fin-i-tude (difin'itood), n. preci¬ 
sion ; exactness. 

def-la-grate (defMagrat), v. to burn, 
esp. with near-explosive force. —def- 
la-gra'tion, n. 

de-floc-cu-lant (deflok'yalant), n. a 
chemical for diluting ceramic slip, 

de-floc-cu-late (deflol^yalat), v. to 
disperse compound masses of par¬ 
ticles. 

def-lo-ra-tion (deflara'sHan), n. act 
of depriving a woman of virginity, 

de-flow-er (diflou'ar), v. to ravish a 
woman. 

de-flux-ion (difluk'sHan), n. a fluid 
discharge, as catarrh, 

de-fo-li-ant (defo'leant), n. a chemical 
that strips the leaves of plants, 

de-fo-li-ate (defo'leat), v. to strip the 
leaves from (a plant or tree). —de-fo- 
li-a'tion, n. 

de-funct (difuNGkt'), adj. 1. no longer 
functioning; dead. 
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de-func-tive (difuNGk'tiv), adj. per¬ 

taining to dead people, 
de-fu-sion (defyoo'zHan), n. (in psy¬ 
choanalysis) the distinguishing be¬ 
tween the instinct to live and the 
death instinct. 

de-ga-ge (dagazHa7). adj. ( fern, de- 
ga-gee), French, free and easy in 
manner; not emotionally involved, 

de-gauss (degous'), v. to demagnetize 
(equipment). 

de-gla-ci-a-tion (degla'sea'sHan), n. 
the melting of a glacier, 

de-glu-ti-tion (de'glootisH'an), n. act 
of swallowing. 

de-gres-sion (digreSH'an), n. 1. a de¬ 
scent. 2. a decrease in the rate of 
taxation on incomes below a certain 
amount. —de-gres'sive, adj. 

de-gust (digust'), v. to taste. Also de- 
gus'tate. 

de gus-ti-bus non est dis-pu-tan- 
dum (degbos'tibdos nonest dis'- 
pbotan'ddom), Latin, there is no dis¬ 
puting tastes. 

de-hisce (dihis'), v. to burst open, as 
a seed pod. 

de-his-cence (dihis'ans), n. the 
bursting open of seed pods and dis¬ 
charging of their seeds. —de-his' 
cent, adj. 

de-i-cide (de'isld), n. 1. the killing of 
a god. 2. one who kills a god. —de-i- 
cid'al, adj. 

deic-tic (dlk'tik), adj. 1. (in logic) 
serving to prove directly. 2. (in gram¬ 
mar) demonstrating, 

de-if-ic (deiPik), adj. deifying, 
de-i-form (de'aform), adj. like a god. 
de-i-fy (de'afT), v. to exalt; make a god 

of ; adore and respect as a god. —de-if- 
i-cartion, «. 

deign (dan), v. to condescend, 
deip-nos-o-phist (dlpnos'afist), n. a 

good conversationalist, 
de-ja vu (dazHavY'), one’s impres- 
tion that he has already experienced 
something when actually it is being 
encountered for the first time, 

de-jec-ta (dijek'ta), n. pi. human ex¬ 
crement. 

de ju-re (de joor'e), according to the 
law; rightfully. See also de facto. 
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dek-a-gram (dek'agram), n. See 
decagram. 

dek-a-li-ter (dek'aletar), n. See deca¬ 
liter. 

dek-a-me-ter (dek'ametar), n. See 
decameter. 

de-lam-i-nate (delam'anat), v. to di¬ 
vide into thin leaves or layers. —de- 
lam-i-na'tion, n. 

de-le (de'le), v. (in printing) to delete, 
del-e-te-ri-ous (del'iter'eas), adj. 
harmful; noxious. 

delft (delft), n. a white and blue 
earthenware. 

del-i (del'e), n. pi. deHs (del'ez), a 
delicatessen. 

de-lict (dilikt'), n. (in law) an offense, 
de-lim-it (dilim'it), v. to fix the 
boundaries of. Also de-lim-i-tate 
(dilim'itat). 

de-lin-e-ate (dilin'eat), v. to describe 

precisely; portray in words. —de-lin' 
e-a-tor, n. 

del-i-quesce (delakwes'), v. to 
melt; become liquid. —del-i-ques' 

cence, n. 
de-lir-i-umtre-mens(diler'eamtre'- 
manz), delirium caused by chronic 

alcoholism. Abbrev.: d.t. 
del-i-tes-cent (delites'ant), adj. con¬ 

cealed ; hidden away, 
dells (delz), n. dalles, 
del-phic (del'fik), adj. obscure; am¬ 

biguous. 
de-lus-ter-ant (delus'tarant), n. a 

chemical that reduces the luster on 

yarn. 
dem-a-gogue (dem'agog), n. a politi¬ 

cian who gains and holds power by 
playing on the passions and preju¬ 

dices of the people. —dem-a-gog-ic 
(demagoj'ik), adj. 

dem-a-gog-u-er-y (dem'ago 'gare), n. 
the techniques practised by a dema¬ 
gogue. Also dem'a-gog-u-ism. 

dem-a-go-gy (dem'ago'je), n. a group 

of demagogues. 
de-mar-cate (dimar'kat), v. to mark 
out; limit; clearly separate. —de- 

mar-ca'tion, n. 
de-mean (dimen'), v. 1. to degrade 

or debase. 2. to behave (oneself). 

—de-mean'ing-ly, adv. 

demonology 

de-mean-or (dime'nar), n. bearing; 
conduct; behavior, 

de-men-ti-a (dimen'sHa), n. mad¬ 
ness; severe loss of intellectual capa¬ 
city combined with disintegration of 
personality. 

dem-en-ti-a prae-cox (dimen'sHa 
pre'koks). a mental disease charac¬ 
terized by bizarre behavior and emo¬ 
tional deterioration; schizophrenia, 

de-mesne (dimin'), n. the land round 
an estate, occupied and kept for the 
owner’s sole use. 

dem-i-john (dem'ijon), n. a large, 
narrow-necked bottle with wicker¬ 
work woven round it. See also car¬ 
boy. 

de-mil-i-ta-rize (demil'itarlz), v. to 
put under civil control, 

dem-i-lune (dem'iloon), n. a crescent 
shape. 

dem-i-mon-daine (dem'emondan'), 
n. a woman who has lost her reputa¬ 
tion by indiscreet behavior, 

demimonde (dem'emond), n. a 
class of woman of dubious social 
standing. 

dem-i-rep (dem'erep), n. a woman 
with a reputation that has been com¬ 
promised. 

de-mis-sion (dimisH'an), n. resigna¬ 

tion; abdication. 
dem-i-urge (dem'eurj), n. 1. the 
Platonic name for the maker of the 
world. 2. a superhuman being in 
subordination to the supreme being, 

de-moc-ra-cy (dimok'rase), n. 
government by the people; govern¬ 
ment by the majority, 

de-mod-ed (demb'did), adj. old- 

fashioned; out of date, 
de-mog-ra-phy (dimog'rafe), n. the 
study of population statistics. —de- 

mog'ra-pher, n. 
dem-oi-selle (demwazel'), n. an un¬ 

married girl. 
de-mon-og-ra-phy (demanog'rafe), 

n. a study or work about demons, 
de-mon-ol-a-ter (demanol'atar), n. a 

worshiper of demons, 
de-mon-ol-a-try (demanol'atre), n. 

the worship of demons, 
de-mon-ol-ogy (demanol'aje), n. the 
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study of the beliefs held about 

demons. 
de'tnos (de'mos), n. the population 
viewed as a political unit, 

de-mot-ic (dimot'ik), adj. 1. of the 
people; common. 2. pertaining to the 
simplified form of ancient Egyptian 
writing. —n. 3. Demotic, the com¬ 
mon dialect of Modern Greek. See 
also Katharevusa. 

de-mul-cent (dimuEsont), adj. (of a 
medical substance) soothing, 

de-mul-si-fy (demuEsafT), v. to sep¬ 
arate (an emulsion) into components 
that cannot recombine to form the 
same emulsion. 

demur (dimur'), v. to make diffi¬ 
culties; object; take exception, 

de-mur-rage (dimur'ij), n. undue 
delaying of a ship, as in loading or 
unloading. 

demurrer (dimurGr), n. an objec¬ 
tion. 

den-a-ry (den'are), adj. containing 
ten; having ten as the basic of reckon¬ 
ing; decimal. 

de-na-tion-al-ize (denaSH'anallz), v. 

to remove (an industry) from the 
control of the government and place 
it in private hands. 

de-nat-ure (dena'cHar), v. 1. to de¬ 
stroy the natural character of. 2. to 
add substance to (alcohol) to make it 
unfit for consumption, 

den-drite (den'drlt), n. a tree-like 
pattern on a stone or mineral, 

den-drit-ic (dendrit'ik), adj. marked 
like a dendrite; arborescent. Also 
den-drit'i-cal. 

den-dro-chro-nol-o-gy (den 'drokra- 
noEaje), n. the study of the annular 
rings of trees and their dating, 

den-droid (den'droid), adj. branch¬ 
ing, as a tree. Also den-droEdal. 

den-drol-o-gy (dendrol'aje), n. the 
study of trees. 

den-droph-a-gous (dendrof'agas), 
adj. feeding on trees, 

den-droph-i-lous (dendrof'alas), 
adj. living in trees. 

den-e-ga-tion (denaga'sHan), n. a 
denial. 

den-gue (deNG'ga), n. an infectious 
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tropical disease characterized by se¬ 
vere pains in the joints and muscles. 
Also breakbone fever, 

de-ni-er (doner'), n. a unit of weight 
indicating the fineness of silk and 
synthetic yams. 

den-i-grate (den'agrat), v. to speak 
of in a derogatory manner; sneer; 
criticize. 

de-nom-i-nate (dinom'anat), v. to 
name; designate. —de-nom-i-na' 
tion, n. —de-nom'i-na-tive, adj. 

de-no-ta-tion (de'ndta'sHan), n. the 
association of ideas that a word con¬ 
jures up for most people. —de'no-ta- 
tive, adj. 

de-note (dinot'), v. to indicate; repre¬ 
sent by a symbol. 

de-noue-ment (da'noomaN'), n. the 

climax and unraveling of a dramatic 
or literary plot. 

de no-vo (deno'wo), Latin, again; 
afresh. 

den-sim-e-ter (densim'itar), n. an 
instrument that measures density, 

den-tate (den'tat), adj. notched; with 
tooth-like projections, 

den-ta-tion (denta'sHan), n. a toothed 
form. 

den-telle (denteE), n. a tooled pattern 
used to decorate book covers, 

den-ti-cle (den'tikal), n. a small 
tooth; part shaped like a tooth, 

den-tic-u-late (dentik'yolit), adj. 
having many fine teeth, as the edge of 
a leaf. 

den-tic-u-la-tion (dentik 'yola'sHon), 
n. a group of denticles, 

den-ti-form (den'toform), adj. in the 
shape of a tooth. 

den-til (den'tl), n. one of a continous 
pattern of small, square, tooth-like 
projections used in architecture on 
cornices and mouldings, 

den-ti-tion (dentisHGn), n. 1. the 
number, arrangement, and kind of 
teeth. 2. teething. 

den-toid (den'toid), adj. like a tooth, 
de-nu-mer-a-ble (dinoo'marobal), 

adj. countable. 

de-on-tol-o-gy (deonto'aje), n. the 

study of duty and ethics. —de-on- 
toEo-gist, n. 
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De-o vo-len-te (da'5 volen'ta), Latin. 
God willing. 

de-oxy-ri-bo-nu-cle-ase (deok'siri'- 

bonod'kleas'), n. an enzyme found in 
the pancreas. Also desoxyribonuc¬ 
lease. 

de-ox-y-ri-bo-nu-cle-ic ac-id (de- 
ok'siri'bonooklehk). See DNA. 

de-paup-er-ate (dipo'porit), adj. 
poorly developed. 

dep-e-ter (dep'itar), n. a finish for ex¬ 
terior walls, consisting of mortar into 
which pebbles are pressed. Also 
pebble dash. 

dep-i-late (depGlat), v. to remove 
hair from. —de-pil'a-to-ry, adj., n. 

de-pone (dipon'), v. to declare under 
oath. 

dep-re-date (dep'ridat), v. to plun¬ 
der; pillage; ravage. —dep-re-da' 

tion, n. 
depressed area, a region character¬ 

ized by much unemployment and 
low standards of living, 

de-pres-sion (diprestiGn), n. (in 
meteorology) an area of low atmo¬ 
spheric pressure. 

de pro-fun-dis (da profdbn'dis), 

Latin, out of the depths, 
dep-u-rate (dep'yarat), v. to purify; 

cleanse. —dep'u-ra-tive, adj. 

de-pute (dapyobt'), v. to appoint as a 
representative or agent, 

de-rac-in-ate (dirasGnat), v. to up¬ 

root; eradicate. 
de-re-ism (dere'izm), n. (in psychol¬ 

ogy) the tendency to regard life 
through daydreams and fantasies, 
with little regard to reality, 

de-ride (dirld,)> v. to scoff; mock; 

ridicule. 
de-ris-i-ble (dirizGbal), adj. worthy 

of being mocked. 
de-ri-sion (dirizHGn), n. act of derid¬ 

ing; state of being derided, 
de-ri-sive (dirl'siv), adj. expressing 

ridicule; mocking. 
der-ma (dur'mo), n. skin lying below 

the epidermis. 
der-ma-bra-sion (durmsbra'zHsn), 

n. the surgical removal of scars, etc., 

by abrasion. 
der-ma-therm (dur'mot/mrm), n. an 

instrument for measuring the tem¬ 
perature of the skin, 

der-ma-ti-tis (durmatl'tis), n. any 
mild inflammation of the skin, 

der-mat-o-glyph-ics (darmat'aglfl7- 
iks), n. pi. the patterns and ridges on 
the skin of the hands and feet. 

der-mat-o-graph-i-a(darmat/3graf'- 
ea), n. a skin condition in which 
scratching causes red welts, 

der-ma-toid (dur'matoid), adj. skin¬ 
like. Also dermoid, 

der-ma-tol-o-gy (durmatol'aje), n. 
the study of the skin and its diseases. 
—der-ma-tol'o-gist, n. 

der-ma-to-sis (durmato'sis), n. pi. 
der-ma-to-ses (durmato'sez). a skin 
disease. 

der-o-gate (derGgat), v. to detract or 
lessen as from estimation. —der-o- 
ga'tion, n. 

de-rog-a-tive (dirogGtiv), adj. be¬ 

littling; lessening. 
de-scend-er (disen'dar), n. (in lower¬ 

case letters) the part below the body 
or line. See also ascender, 

de-scen-sion (disen'sHan), n. the part 
of the zodiac where a planet’s influ¬ 

ence is weakest. 
de-seam (desem'), v. to remove de¬ 

fects, as from ingots, 
des-er-tic-o-lous (dezartik'alas), adj. 
growing or living in the desert, 

des-ha-bille (dezabefl), «. See dis¬ 

habille. 
des-ic-cant (des'akant), adj. having 

an absorbing or drying effect, 
des-ic-cate (desGkat), v. to dry; de¬ 
hydrate. —des'ic-ca-tor, n. 

de-sid-er-ate (disid'arat), v. to wish 

for; want. 
de-sid-er-a-tive (disid'ara'tiv), adj. 

wanting; desiring. 
de-sid-er-a-tum (disid'ara'tam), n. 
pi. de-sid-er-a-ta (disid'ara'ta). 
something lacking and required, 

des-i-nence (des'anans), n. termina¬ 

tion, as the last syllable of a word, 
des-mi-tis (desml'tis), n. inflamma¬ 

tion of a ligament. 
des-moid (des'moid), adj. like a liga¬ 

ment. 
des-ox-y-ri-bo-nu-cle-ase (desok'- 



desoxyribonucleic acid 

sirl'bonbo'kleasO, n. See deoxyribo¬ 
nuclease. 

des-ox-y-ri-bo-nu-cle-ic ac-id 
(desok'slrl'bonbbkle'ik a'sid). See 

DNA. 
des-pit-e-ous (dispit'eas), adj. spite¬ 

ful, malicious, or contemptuous, 
de-spoil (disport'), v. to plunder; rob; 

strip of possessions, 
de-spo-li-a-tion (dispb'lea'sHan), n. 

act of plunder or despoiling, 
de-spond (dispond'), v. to lose heart; 

become dejected. 
des-qua-mate (des'kwamat), v. (of 

skin) to peel off as scales, as in certain 
diseases. 

de-ster-i-lize (dester'allz), v. to use 
money or a commodity previously 
unused. 

de-struct (distrukt'), adj. constructed 
so as to destroy itself, 

des-ue-tude (des'witood), n. state of 
disuse. —des-ue-tu'di-nous, adj. 

des-ul-to-ry (des'altore), adj. discon¬ 
nected; casual; unmethodical, 

de-su-per-heat-er (desoo'parhe'tar), 
n. an apparatus, as in a boiler, for con¬ 
trolling and lowering the tempera¬ 
ture of superheated steam, 

de-tec-ta-phone (ditek'tafon), n. a 
hidden device for listening in on tele¬ 
phone conversations, 

de-tent (ditent'), n. a device for keep¬ 
ing one part of a machine in a certain 
position. 

de-terge (diturj'), v. to clean, as a 
wound. 

de-ter-gen-cy (ditur'janse), n. cleans¬ 
ing power. 

de-ter-gent (ditur'jant), n. a syn¬ 
thetic cleansing agent with strong 
emulsifying and cleansing powers, 

de-ter-sive (ditur'siv), adj. 1. cleans¬ 
ing. —n. 2. a cleansing agent or medi¬ 
cine. 

de-tox-i-cate (detok'sakat), v. to rid 
of poison. — de-tox-i-ca'tion, n. 

de-tox-i-fy (detok'safi), v. to free from 
poison. —de-tox-i-fi-ca'tion, n. 

de-tri-tal (ditrit'l), adj. consisting of 
debris or detritus. 

de-tri-tion (ditrisH'an), n. a wearing 
away by abrasion. 
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det-ri-tiv-or-ous (de'tritiv'aras), adj. 
feeding on organic debris, as some 

insects. 
de-tri-tus (ditri'tas), n. any debris or 
disintegrated material, 

de trop (datro'), French, too many; 
unwanted. 

de-trude (ditrood'), n. to force or 
thrust down or away. —de-tru-sion 
(ditroo'zHan), n. 

de-trun-cate (ditruNG'kat), v. to cut 
down. 

de-tu-mes-cence (detoomes'ans), n. 

reduction of a swelling, 
de-us ex ma-chi-na (de'ooseks ma'- 
kina), Latin, (orig. in classical Greek 
drama) a god who intervenes and 
sorts out the entanglements. 

De-us vo-bis-cum (da'oos vobis'- 
kum), Latin. God be with you. 

deu-ter-a-nom-a-ly (doo'taranom'- 

ale), n. a vision defect in which there 
is a diminished response to green, 

deu-ter-an-ope (doo'taranop), n. one 
with deuteranopia. 

deu-ter-a-no-pi-a (doo 'taranb'pea), 
n. a vision defect in which there is a 
lack of response to green, 

deu-ter-og-a-my (dobtorog'ome), n. 
second marriage; digamy. See also 
monogamy. 

dev-il-kin (dev'olkin), n. an imp. 
dev-il’s tat-too (dev'olz tatoo'), a ner¬ 
vous tapping with the hands or feet, 

de-voir (davwar'), n. 1. a formal act 
of respect. 2. a duty or obligation, 

dev-o-lu-tion (devoloo'sHon), n. 1. the 
act of passing on from one stage to 
the next; bequeathal. 2. biological 
degeneration. 

de-volve (divolv'), v. to delegate or 
transfer (duties, etc.) 

de-vote-ment (divbt'mant), n. dedi¬ 
cation. 

dew-lap (doo'lap), n. a loose fold of 
skin under the throat of cattle, 

dew-point (doo'point), n. the tem¬ 
perature at which dew forms, varying 
in relation to atmospheric pressure 
and humidity. 

dew-point spread, the number of 
degrees between the dew point and 
the temperature of the air. 
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dex-ter (dek'stsr), adj. on the right- 
hand side. 

dex-tral (dek'stral), adj. 1. on the 
right side. 2. right-handed, 

dex-tro-car-di-a (dekstrokar'dea), n. 
a condition in which the heart is on 
the right side of the chest, 

dex-troc-u-lar (dekstrok'yalar), adj. 
favoring the right eye rather than the 
left. See also sinistrocular. 

dex-tro-ro-ta’tOTy (dekstroro'- 
tatore), adj. rotating to the right as 
the plane of polarization of light by 
certain crystals. —dex-tro-ro-ta' 
tion, n. 

dex-trorse (dek'strors), adj. (of 
plants) twisting to the right. See also 
sinistrorse. 

dex'tro-sin-is'tral (dek s t rosin'- 
istral), adj. 1. extending from right 
to left. 2. left-handed, but able to 
write right-handed, 

dhar-ma (dar'ma), n. (in Buddhism) 
natural law or essential quality of the 
world or of one’s own nature, 

dhar-na (dar'na), n. (in India) fasting 
at the doorstep of an offender to exact 

justice. 
di-a-ble-rie (dea'blare), n. 1. sorcery; 
witchcraft. 2. those things or actions 
controlled by devils. 3. demonology; 
devil-lore. 4. reckless mischief or 

daring. 
draco-rial (dlak'anl), adj. pertaining 

to a deacon. 
di-ac-o-nate (dlak'anit), n. office of 

deacon. 
di-a-crit-ic (dlakrit'ik), n. a mark or 

sign used to distinguish sounds or 
values of the same letter, as a cedilla, 

etc. Also diacritical mark, 
di-a-crit-i-cal (dlakrit'ikal), adj. dis¬ 
tinguishing; distinctive. —di-a-crit' 

i-cal-ly, adj. 
di-ad-o-cho-ki-ne-sia (dlad 'akoki- 

ne'zHa), n. (in medicine) the ability to 
perform normally alternating move¬ 

ments of muscles. 
di-ad-ro-mous (dlad'ramas), adj. (of 

certain fish) traveling between salt 
and fresh water. See also anadro- 

mous, catadromous. 
di-a-graph (dl'agraf), n. an instru- 

diaphanometer 

ment for reproducing scale drawings 
mechanically. 

di-a-lectal (dTalek'tl), adj. of or char¬ 
acteristic of a dialect. Also di-a-lec'ti- 
cal. 

di-a-lec-tic (dlalek'tik), adj. 1. per¬ 
taining to logical argumentation. —n. 
2. the bases of dialectical materialism, 
as the superiority of mind over mat¬ 
ter. Also di-a-lec'tics. 

dialectical materialism, materi¬ 
alism as developed by Karl Marx, 

di-a-lec-tol-o-gy (dlalektol'aje), n. 
the study of dialects, 

di-a-log-ic (dlaloj'ik), adj. pertaining 
to or characteristic of dialogue, 

di-al-o-gism (dlal'ajizm), n. (in an 
imaginary dialogue) the discussion 
of a subject. —di-al'o-gist, n. 

di-a-mag-net-ic (dlamagnet'ik), adj. 
pertaining to a substance, as copper, 
whose conducting power in a mag¬ 
netic circuit is less than that of a 
vacuum and whose induced magne¬ 
tism is opposite to that of iron. See 
also ferromagnetic, paramagnetic, 

di-a-man-tif-er-ous (dl'amantif'- 
aras), adj. diamond-bearing; dia¬ 
mond-producing. 

di-a-mor-phine (dlamor'fen), n. See 
heroin. 

di-a-net-ics (dlanet'iks), n. the theory 
that personality behavior can be ex¬ 
plained in terms of an individual’s 
experiences before birth, 

di-a-no-et-ic (dl'anoet'ik), adj. per¬ 
taining to discursive reasonings, 

di-a-noi-a (dlanoi'a), n. the faculty 
used in discursive reasoning, 

di-a-pa-son (dlapa'zan), n. a tune or 

melody. 
di-a-pause (dl'apoz), n. a period of 
non-growth during the growth of 

insects. 
di-a-pe-de-sis (dl'apide'sis), n. the 
normal passage of blood cells into the 
tissues through capillary walls, 

di-a-phane (dl'afan), n. a rigid ma¬ 
terial used to fix tissue for microscopic 
examination. 

di-a-pha-ne-i-ty (diaf'ane'ite), n. the 
property of being transparent, 

di-aph-a-nom-e-ter (dlaf'anom'- 
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itar), n. an instrument for measuring 
transparency. 

di-a-phone (dl'afon), n. a foghorn 
with a low-pitched, penetrating tone. 

di-a-pho-re-sis (dl'afare'sis), n. 
sweat. 

di-a-pho-ret-ic (dl'afaret'ik), adj. 
producing sweat. 

di-aph-y-sis (dlaffisis), n. pi. di-aph- 
y-ses (dTaffisez), the shaft of a bone. 

di-ap-la-sis (dlap'lasis), n. pi. di-ap- 
la-ses (dlap'lasez), the setting of 
bone which has been fractured or 
dislocated. 

di -ar-chy (ddarke), n. government by 
two rulers. Also dinarchy, duarchy. 
dyarchy. 

di-ar-thro-sis (dlart/zro'sis), n. pi. 
di-ar-thro-ses (diart/zro'sez), articu¬ 
lation of the joints of the body that 
allow the greatest movement. 

di -as-chi-sis (dlas'kisis), n. dysfunc¬ 
tion of one part of the brain owing to 
injury in another part. 

di -as-po-ra (dias'para), n. (in the Old 
Testament) the dispersion of the 
Jews after the Babylonian captivity. 

di -as-ta-sis (dlasffasis), n. 1. the part¬ 
ing of bones normally jointed, as in a 
dislocation. 2. the period after the 
dilation of the heart and before the 
contraction. —di-a-stat-ic (dlastaff- 
ik), adj. 

di-as-to-le (dlas'tale), n. the dilation 
phase of the heart action. See also 
systole. —di-as-tol-ic (dTastol'ik), 
adj. 

di-as-tro-phism (dlas'trafizm), n. the 
actions that change the earth’s crust 
to produce mountains, etc. 

di-ath-e-sis (dlafff'isis), n. pi. di-ath- 
e-sis (dlat/ffisis). susceptibility to a 
certain disease. 

di-ceph-a-lous (dlsef'alas), adj. hav¬ 
ing two heads. 

di-chot-o-mize (dikot'amlz), v. to 
divide or become divided into two 
parts. 

di-chot-o-my (dlkoffame), n. a split 
into two parts. —di-chot'o-mous, 
adj. 

dick-er (dik'ar), n. a group of ten, 
especially ten hides. 

dick-ey (dik'e), n., pi. dick-eys (dik;- 
ez). a woman’s vest-like garment, 
without sides or sleeves but having a 
front and collar, for wear under a 
dress or suit. 

Dick test, (in medicine) a test to deter¬ 
mine a person’s susceptibility or im¬ 
munity to scarlet fever, 

dic-ta-tor-ship (dikta'tarSHip), n. a 
country governed by a dictator; 
government by a dictator, 

dic-tum (dik'tam), n.,pl. dic-ta (dik'- 
ta), dic-tums. an expressed opinion 
of a judge that has no legal force; a 
maxim. 

di-dac-tic (dldak'tik), adj. 1. intended 
to instruct. 2. inclined to give un¬ 
wanted instruction. 3. teaching a 
moral lesson. Also di-dac'ti-cal. 
—di-dac'ti-cal-ly, adv. 

did-di-kai (didGkl), n. a person who 
is part gipsy. 

did-dle (didM), v. to cheat or swindle, 
di-do (dffdo), n., pi. di-dos, di-does, 

a trick or prank. 
did-y-mous (did'amas), adj. paired; 

twin. 

di-e-lec-tric (dlilek'trik), n. an elec¬ 
trical insulator; a non-conductor, 

di-en-ceph-a-lon (diensef'alon), «., 
pi. di-en-ceph-a-lons, di-en-ceph-a- 
la (dlenseffala). the rear part of the 
forebrain. 

di-er-e-sis (dler'isis), n., pi. di-er-e- 
ses (dler'isez). a symbol consisting 
of two dots (") which, when placed 
over the second of two vowels, indi¬ 
cates they are to be pronounced 
separately, as in cooperate. 

Dieu et mon droit (dyd?/ a moN 
dnya^), French. God and my right, 

dif-fer-en-ti-a (difaren'sHea), n., pi. 
dif-fer-en-ti-ae (difaren'sHee). the 
elementary attributes that distin¬ 
guish one thing from another, as one 
species from another of the same 
genus. 

dif-fer-en-tial (difaren'sHal), n. an 
arrangement of gear wheels permit¬ 
ting two or more shafts to rotate at 
different speeds. Also differential 
gear. 

differential calculus, the branch of 
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mathematics dealing with the calcu¬ 
lation of the value of the rate of 
change of a function with respect to 
constants and variables, 

dif-fi-cile (diffiseF), adj. difficult; 
hard to please. 

dif-fi-dence (dif'idans), n. a lack of 
self-confidence; self-effacement; ti¬ 
midity. —dif'fi-dent, adj. 

dif-flu •ence (dif'looans), n. a flowing 
away. —dif'flu-ent, adj. 

dif-fract (difrakt'), v. 1. to bend 
waves, esp. sound waves, around 
obstacles. 2. to break up light waves 
by passing them through an aperture 
to form patterns of light and dark 
bands near the edges of the beam. 
—dif-frac'tion, n. —dif-frac'tive, 

adj. 
diffraction grating, a device used for 
diffracting light to produce its spec¬ 
trum. 

dig-a-my (dig'ame), n. a second mar¬ 
riage; deuterogamy. See also monog¬ 
amy. 

di-ges-tif (deZHestef'), n. French, a 
drink taken after a meal to aid diges¬ 

tion, as brandy. 
dig-i-tal-is(dijitaFis),«.aheart stimu¬ 

lant made from the dried leaves of the 
common foxglove. 

digital computer, a computer that 
uses numerical representations to 
solve mathematical problems. See 
also analog computer, hybrid com¬ 

puter. 
dig-i-tate (dij'itat), adj. (of an animal) 

having fingers or finger-like parts. 
—dig-i-ta'tion, n. 

dig-i-ti-form (dij'itaform), adj. fin¬ 

ger-like. 
dig-i-ti-grade (dij'itagrad), adj. walk¬ 

ing on toes, as most four-footed ani¬ 
mals. See also plantigrade. 

dig-i-tize (dij'itlz), v. to convert ma¬ 
terial into a form suitable for process¬ 
ing by a digital computer. 

di-glot (di'glot), adj. fluent in two 

languages; bilingual. 
di-graph (dl'graf), n. two letters, 
grouped together, and representing a 
single sound as ie in sieve, sh in shoot, 

etc. 

di-he-dral (dlhe'dral), adj. (in mathe¬ 
matics) forming or having two plane 
faces. 

di-lac-er-ate (dilas'arat), v. to tear 
into two parts or into pieces. —di- 
lac-er-a'tion, n. 

dil-a-ta-tion (dilata'sHan), n. the act 
of expanding; condition of being 
widened, swollen or expanded. Also 
di-la-tion (dlla'sHan). 

dil-a-to-ry (diFator'e), adj. tending 
to slowness; causing delay; slow, 

dil-et-tan-te (dilitan'te), n.,pl. dil-et- 
tan-tes, dil-et-tan-ti (dilitan'te). one 
who has a superficial and casual in¬ 
terest in a subject; amateur dabbler, 

dil-i-gence (diFijans), n. persever- 
ence; earnest persistence in complet¬ 
ing what is undertaken. —diFi-gent, 
adj. 

dil-u-ent (diFyooant), n. a substance 
used to dilute or thin, 

di-lu-vi-al (dilocFveal), adj. pertain¬ 
ing to a flood, esp. the Flood in the 
Bible. Also di-lu'vi-an. 

dim-er-ous (dim'aras), adj. in two 
parts. 

di-mid-i-ate (dimid'eat), adj. divided 

into halves. 
dim-i-nu-tion (dimanocFsHan), n. the 

act of diminishing; condition of be¬ 
ing diminished; a lessening. —di- 
min'u-tive, adj. 

dim-is-so-ry (dinFisore), adj. giving 
leave to depart; dismissing, 

dim-i-ty (dinrFite), n. a light cotton 
fabric with a heavier stripe or check 

woven in it. 
di-mor-phism (dlmor'fizm), n. the 
occurrence of two different distinct 
forms in animals of the same species. 
—dimor'phous, adj. 

din-ar-chy (din'arke), n. See diarchy, 
ding-bat (diNG'bat), n. a piece of de¬ 

corative type, as for printing orna¬ 
mental borders. 

din-gle(diNG/gal),«.anarrowwooded 

valley; a deep dell, 
di-no-saur (dFnasor), n. a reptile, 

now extinct, in the Mesozoic era. 
di-o-cese (dFases), n. an ecclesiastical 

area under a bishop’s jurisdiction. 
—di-oc-e-san (dlosfisan), adj. 
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di-ode (dFod), n. a thermionic valve 
with an anode and cathode designed 
with unequal characteristics, 

di -oe-cious (diefsHas), adj. having 
male and female parts on separate 
plants. 

di -oes-trum (dles'tram), n. the inter¬ 
vals between the times when female 
animals are in heat. 

Di-on-y-sian (dlanistFan), adj. per¬ 
taining to the Greek wine god, Dio¬ 
nysus, or to his worship; unre¬ 
strained; orgiastic. —Di-o-nys-i-ac 
(dianis'eak), adj. 

di-op-ter (dlop'tar), n. a unit of mea¬ 
sure of the refractive power of a lens, 

di-op-tom-e-ter (dl'optom/iter), n. 
an instrument for measuring the re¬ 
fraction of the eye. 

di-op-trics (dTop'triks), n. the branch 
of optics which deals with the refrac¬ 
tion of light. —di-op'tric, adj. 

di-o-ram-a (dlaram'a), n. a scene 
painted on a back cloth, given a 
three-dimensional effect by placing 
figures, etc., in front, 

di -os-mose (dios'mos), v. to make a 
fluid pass through a semipermeable 
membrane and thus equalize the con¬ 
centration on both sides, 

di-o-tic (dlo'tik), adj. involving both 
ears. 

diph-the-ri-a (dift/zer'ea), n. an infec¬ 
tious disease characterized by a false 
membrane forming in the throat. 
—diph-the-rit'ic, adj. —diph'the- 
roid, adj. 

diph-thong (dif' thoNG), n. a speech 
sound combining two vowels in one 
syllable. 

diph-thong-ize (dif't/fONGlz), v. to 
pronounce as a diphthong; to become 
a diphthong. 

dip-la-cu-sis (diplakyoo'sis), n., pi. 
dip-la-cu-ses (diplakyocFsez). a con¬ 
dition in which the ears hear with 
different acuity. 

di-ple-gia (dlple'ja), n. paralysis of the 
same parts on both sides of the body, 

dip-loid (dip'loid), adj. double, 
dip-lo-pho-ni-a (diplafo'nea), n. a 
condition in which two sounds of 
different pitch are produced simul¬ 

taneously by the voice. Also dip-ho- 
ni-a (difS'nea). 

di-plo-pi-a (diplo'pea), n. a vision dis¬ 
order in which a single object appears 
as two. See also haplopia. 

dip-so-ma-ni-a (dipsama'nea), n. an 

insatiable craving for drink. —dip- 
soma'ni-ac, n. 

dip-tych (dip'tik), n. 1. a tablet with 
two hinged leaves used for writing in 
ancient times. 2. a wood or metal 
tablet, similar to this, containing the 
names of those for whom prayers and 
Masses are said, with the living on 
one leaf and the dead on the other, 

dire (dir), adj. terrible; dreadful; 
calamitous. 

Di -rec-toire (derektwar'), n. a style 
of French furnishings of the late 18th 
century, characterized by Greco- 
Roman shapes and Egyptian motifs, 

dirge (durj), n. a funeral tune or 
lament for the dead, 

di-rhin-ous (dlrl'nas), adj. with 
paired nostrils. 

dirn-dl (durn'dl), n. a woman’s dress 
with a full skirt and close-fitted top. 

dis-a-buse (disabyooz'), v. to unde¬ 
ceive; reveal the truth to. 

dis-ad-van-taged (disadvan'tijd), 
adj. lacking the normal advantages, 
as of a good home and family, 

dis-af-fect (disafekF), v. to raise dis¬ 
content in; alienate the affection of. 
—dis-af-fec'tion, n. 

dis-af-fil-i-ate (disafil'eat), v. to sever 
connections with; dissociate. —dis- 
af-fil-i-a'tion, n. 

dis-af-for-est (disafor'ist), v. to clear 
forests; strip. 

dis-ap-pro-ba-tion (dis'apraba'- 
SHan), n. disapproval, 

dis-ar-tic-u-late (disartik'yalat), v. 
to dislocate, as bones, 

dis-a-vow (disavou/), v. to refuse to 
acknowledge; disclaim; repudiate. 
—dis-a-vow'al, n. 

dis-burse (disburs,)) v. to pay out 
(money); expend; scatter. —dis¬ 
bursement, n. 

dis-calced (diskalst'), adj. barefoot, 
dis-car-nate (diskar'nit), adj. with 

no physical body or manifestation. 
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dis-cept (disept'), v. to debate; dis¬ 
pute. 

dis-cerp (disurp'), v. to tear apart; 
divide. —dis-cerp-ti-ble (disurp'ta- 
bal), adj. 

dis-cla-ma-tion (diskbma'sHan), n. 
the act of disclaiming; repudiation; 
renunciation. 

dis-cog-ra-phy (diskog'rafe), n. a 
complete list of the musical record¬ 
ings of a composer, performer, or 
group of performers, 

dis-coid (dis'koid), adj. in the shape 
of a discus or disk. 

dis-com-bob-u-late (diskambob'- 
yalat), v. to disrupt; upset; confuse, 

dis-com-fit (diskum'fit), v. 1. to throw 
into disorder and confusion. 2. to 
defeat completely; rout. 3. to thwart; 
foil. —dis-com'fi-ture, n. 

dis-com-mend (diskamend'), v. to 

disapprove of; deprecate, 
dis-com-mode (diskamod'), v. to in¬ 

convenience; trouble; disturb, 
dis-co-phile (dis'kafTl), n. a collector 

of phonograph records, especially of 
rare records. 

dis-co-theque (dis'kbtek), n. a club 
where patrons dance to music played 

on records. 
dis-cre-ate (diskreat'), v. to destroy; 

turn to nothing. 
dis-jec-ta mem-bra (disjek'ta 
mem'bra), Latin, disjointed mem¬ 

bers or parts. 
dis-junct (disjuNGkt'), adj. separated; 

disjoined. —dis-junc'tion, n. —dis¬ 

junctture, n. 
dis-na-ture (disna'cHar), v. to make 
unnatural; deprive (something) of 

its true nature. 
disorderly house, a brothel, 
dis-par-age (dispar'ij), v. to speak 

slightingly of; depreciate, 
dis-pa-rate (dis'parit), adj. unlike; 
dissimilar; essentially different, 

dis-par-i-ty (disparate), n. inequality; 

unlikeness; difference, 
dis-part (dispart), v. to separate; 

divide. 
dis-pas-sion-ate (dispasH'anit), adj. 

without bias; calm; free from pas¬ 

sion. 

dis-peo-ple (dispe'pal), v. to depopu¬ 
late; deprive of people, 

dis-perse (dispurs'), v. to scatter; 
spread widely; distribute. —dis-per- 
sion (dispur'zHan), n. —dis-per' 
sive, adj. 

dis-plume (disploom'), v. to strip of 
honors. 

dis-port (disport'), v. to play; divert 
or amuse oneself. 

dis-praise (dispraz'), v. to disparage; 
blame; censure. 

dis-pu-ta-tious (dispyoota'sHas), adj. 
quarrelsome; argumentative; con¬ 
tentious. 

dis-qui-et (diskwT'it), n. 1. uneasi¬ 
ness; anxiety; restlessness. —v. 2. to 
disturb; make uneasy or anxious, 

dis-qui-e-tude (diskwl'itood), n. 
anxiety; uneasiness, 

dis-qui-si-tion (diskwizistt'an), n. a 
treatise examining and discussing a 
subject. 

dis-sem-blance1 (disem'blans), n. 

unlikeness. 
dis-sem-blance2 (disem'bbns), n. a 
pretense; a feigning, 

dis-sem-ble (disem'bal), v. to conceal 
under a false appearance; speak or 
act hypocritically. 

dis-sem-i-nate (disem'anat), v. to 
scatter; disperse; spread abroad, 

dis-sen-sion (disen'sHan), n. dis¬ 
agreement; lack of unity; discord, 

dis-sent (disent'), v. to disagree; 
withhold consent. 

dis-sen-tient (disen'sHant), adj. dis¬ 
agreeing with the opinion of the 

majority. 
dis-sen-tious (disen'sHas), adj. quar¬ 
relsome; argumentative, 

dis-sep-i-ment (disep'amant), n. a 
dividing wall or membrane in a plant 

or animal. 
dis-ser-tate (dis'artat), v. to discuss 

learnedly. 
dis-ser-ta-tion (disarta'sHan), n. a 
treatise on a particular subject, esp. 
one written as a requirement for a 

degree. 
dis-si-dence (dis'idns), n. disagree¬ 
ment; difference of opinion. —dis' 

si-dent, adj. 
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dis-sil-i-ent (disil'eant), adj. break¬ 
ing or bursting open, 

dis-sim-i-la-tion (disim'ala'sHsn), n. 
the making or becoming unlike. See 
also assimilate. 

dis-si-mil-i-tude (dissimil'itood), n. 
unlikeness; difference, 

dis-sim-u-late (disim'yalat), v. to 
disguise or conceal the true nature of; 
dissemble. —dis-sim-u-la'tion, n. 

dis-si-pate (dis'apat), v. 1. to scatter 
wastefully. 2. to engage in loose and 
intemperate pleasures. —dis-si-pa' 
tion, n. 

dis-so-cra-ble (diso'sea'sHan), adj. 
1. separable. 2. not sociable. 3. irre¬ 
concilable. 

dis-so-cial (diso'sHal), adj. not socia¬ 
ble. 

dis-so-ci-ate (diso'sHeat), v. to cut 
association with; separate. —dis-so- 
cba'tion, n. 

dis-so-lute (dis'aloot), adj. given to 
dissipation; debauched; profligate, 

dis-so-lu-tion (disaloo'sHan), n. the 
dissolving or breaking up of a union, 
organization, or assembly, 

dis-so-nance (dis'anans), n. a dis¬ 
cord or harsh sound. —dis'so-nant, 
adj. 

dis-suade (diswad'), v. to persuade 
against. —dis-sua-sion (diswa'- 
ZHan), n. dis'sua'sive, adj. 

dis-syl-la-bic (disilab'ik), adj. disyl¬ 
labic. 

dissybla-ble (disil'abal), n. disyl¬ 
lable. 

di-stad (dis'tad), adv. toward or at 
the opposite end from the point of 
attachment. 

dis-tal (dis'tl), adj. away from the 
point of attachment as of a limb or 
appendage. 

dis-tel-fink (dis'tlfiNGk), n. a bird mo¬ 
tif found in Pennsylvania-Dutch art. 

dis-temper (distem'par), n. a tech¬ 
nique in art using glue to bind and 
achieve a mat surface, 

dis'tend (distend,)> v. to inflate; 
swell; expand. —dis-ten'si-ble, 
adj. —dis ten'sile, adj. —dis-ten' 
tion, n. 

dis-tin-gue (distaNGga'), adj. dis- 
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tinguished in appearance and man¬ 

ner. 
dis-trait (distra'), adj. absent-minded 
because of worries, etc. 

dis-traught (distroff), adj. agitated 
and distracted. 

distressed area, an area devastated 
by a natural disaster, like a flood, and 
needing outside help in the form of 
food, medicine, clothing, shelter, and 
money. 

distress flag, any flag or signal flown 
by a ship showing it to be in distress, 

distress frequency, a radio fre¬ 
quency reserved for distress calls, as 
from ships and aircraft, 

distress merchandise, goods sold 
at a lower than usual price in order 
to raise money rapidly, 

dis-un-ion (disyoon'yan), n. sever¬ 
ance of union; lack of unity. —dis- 
un'ion-ist, n. 

di-syhlab-ic (dlsilab'ik), adj. having 
two syllables. Also dissyllabic, 

di-syl-la-ble (dffsilabal), n. a two- 
syllable word. Also dissyllable, 

di-the-ism (dfft/ieizm), n. 1. belief in 
two gods. 2. belief in two conflicting 
principles, one good, one evil, 

ditlver (dith'sr), n. 1. a quivering or 
trembling. —v. 2. to hesitate ner¬ 
vously; vacillate. 

dit'tog-ra-phy (ditog'rsfe), n. repeti¬ 
tion in writing or printing, usually in 
error, of the same word or letter. See 
also haplography. 

di-u-re-sis (dlyoore'sis), n. excessive 
discharge of urine. 

di-u-ret-ic (dlvobreffik), adj. 1. pro¬ 
moting the increase of discharge of 
urine as by medicine. —n. 2. a medi¬ 
cine so acting. 

di-ur-nal (dlur'nl), adj. 1. daily; hap¬ 
pening daily. 2. belonging to the day. 

di-va (de'va), rt., pi di-vas, di-ve 
(de've). a leading female singer; 
prima donna. 

di •va-gate (dffvagat), v. to stray or 
wander, esp. in speech. —di-va-ga' 
tion, n. 

di-var-i-cate (dlvar'akat), v. 1. to 
branch apart. —adj. 2. divergent; 
spread wide apart. 



83 dominical 

di-vers (dVvarz), adj. various; sever¬ 
al; sundry. 

di •verse (divurs'), adj. 1. dissimilar; 
unlike; different. 2. varied; multi¬ 
form. 

di •ver-si-form (divur'saform), adj. 

of various shapes; differing in form, 
di-ver-tisse-ment (divur'tismant), n. 

an entertainment. 
di •ver*tive (divur'tiv), adj. entertain¬ 
ing; amusing. 

di •vest (divest^), v. to strip, dispos¬ 
sess, or rid of something, 

di •vest-i-ture (dives'ticHor), n. the 
act of divesting; state of being di¬ 
vested. 

di-vi-sive (divVsiv), adj. causing or 
showing division; creating discord. 
—di-vi'sive-ness, n. 

di-vul-gate (divul'gat), v. to publish; 

make common property, 
di-vulse (dlvuls'), v. (in surgery) to 

tear apart, as oppose to cutting. —di- 
vul-sion (dlvul^SHan), n. 

dix-it (dik'sit), n. an utterance, esp. an 
official promulgation. [Latin : he has 

said] 
di-zy-got-ic (dlzlgot'ik), adj. formed 
from two ova, as fraternal twins. 

djin, djinn Gin), «., pi. djins. See 

jinn. 
D layer, the lowest region of the iono¬ 

sphere; from 40—50 to 60—75 miles 

in altitude. 
DMSO, a colorless liquid, dimethyl 

sulfoxide, used as an antifreeze and 
for treating headaches, burns, and 

bruises. 
DNA, any of a class of nucleic acids 
that transfers genetic characteristics. 

D.O.A., dead on arrival, 
do-cent (do'sant), n. a university lec¬ 

turer. 
doc tri naire (doktraner'), adj. dog¬ 
matic or fanatical about another’s ac¬ 
ceptance of one’s theories or teaching, 

do dec a gon (dodekbgon), n. a 

plane figure with 12 sides, 
do-dec-a-he-dron (dodek bhe'dran), 

n. a solid figure with 12 faces, 
doge (doj), n. the former chief magis¬ 
trate of Venice or Genoa, 

dog-ger-el (do'garal), adj. 1. (of verse) 

irregular in meter and comic in con¬ 
tent. —n. 2. a comic verse; bad verse, 

dog-go (do'go), adv. in hiding; out of 
sight. 

dog-leg (dog'leg), n. a sharp bend in 
a route or road. 

dog-ma (dog'ma), n. a doctrine laid 
down by an authority, as the church. 
— dog-mat-ic (dogmat'ik), adj. 
—dog'mat-ism, n. —dog'ma-tist, n. 

dog-watch (dog'woCH), n. 1. one of 
two two-hour watches on board ship, 
either from 4 pm to 6 pm or from 6 
pm to 8 pm. 2. the time staff stay 
after a newspaper has gone to press 
to await any further news develop¬ 
ments. 

dol-ce far nien-te (dol'cHa far 
nyen'te), Italian, pleasantly doing 
nothing; pleasing inactivity, 

dol-ce vi-ta (dol'cHe ve'ta), Italian. 
the good life ; life devoted to the pur¬ 
suit of pleasure. 

dol-drums (dol'dramz), n. pi. a state 
of listlessness; inactivity; stagnation, 

dole (dol), n. money, food, etc., given 
by or as by a charity, 

dollar gap, the difference in dollars 
between what a country earns from 

the U.S. and what it pays to the U.S. 
dol-lop (dolbp), n. a lump or small 
unmeasured quantity of something, 

doll-y (dol'e), adj. (of a girl) pretty; 

trendy; modern. 
dol-man sleeve (dol'man), a sleeve 
tapering from a wide armhole to a 

narrow cuff. 
dol-men (dol'men), n. a prehistoric 

stone construction consisting of up¬ 
right stones supporting a horizontal 
one. See also cromlech, 

do-lor (dobr), n. sorrow; grief. —dol' 

or-ous, adj. 
do-lo-rim-e-try (dSbrim'itre), n. (in 
medicine) a technique for measuring 
sensitivity to pain. —do•lo•rim, 

e-ter, n. 
do-lo-ro-so (dobro'so), adj. (used in 
musical direction) melancholy; 

plaintive. 
do-min-i-cal (damin'ikal), adj. 1. 
pertaining to Jesus Christ. 2. pertain¬ 

ing to Sunday. 
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do-min-i-ca-le (domin'oka'le), n. 
(formerly) a woman’s veil worn at 

church. 
don-a dive (don'otiv), n. something 

given; a gift or donation. 
don-jon (dun'jan), n. the stronghold 
of a castle. 

don-nish (don'isH), adj. pompously 
academic. 

dope sheet, n. a list giving the names 
and other information on entries in 
various horse races. 

Dop-pel-gang-er (dop'olgaNGor), n. 
a ghostly double of a person not yet 
dead. 

Dopp-ler effect (dop'br), the change 
in the frequency of a wave because of 
the change in the distance between 
the source and the receiver. 

dor-mant (dor'mant), adj. asleep, or 
as if asleep; completely inactive; tor¬ 
pid. —dor'man-cy, n. 

dor-mer (dor'mar), n. a vertical win¬ 
dow built out from a sloping roof, 
usually having a roof of its own. Also 
dormer window. 

dor-mi-ent (dor'meant), adj. sleep¬ 
ing. 

dor-sad (dor'sad), adv. toward the 
back, as of a body, or toward the 
outer surface, as of an organ. 

dor-sal (dor'sal), adj. pertaining to, 
near, or on the back, as of an organ or 
part. 

dorse (dors), n. the back of a docu¬ 
ment or a book. 

do-sim-e-ter (dosim'itar), n. an in¬ 
strument that measures the dosage 
of x-rays or other radiation. —do- 
sim'e-try, n. 

dos-sal (dos'al), n. a drape hanging 
behind an altar or around the chancel. 
Also dor'sal. 

dos-ser (dos'ar), n. 1. a pannier or 
basket carried on the back. 2. a cover¬ 
ing for the back of a throne. 

dos-si-er (dosea'), n. a set of docu¬ 

ments concerned with some person 
or matter. 

dot-age (do'tij), n. weakness of mind 
due to old age. 

do-tard (do'tard), n. a feeble-minded 
old person. 
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dot-tie, dot-tel (dot'l), n. the plug of 
partly burnt tobacco remaining in a 
pipe after smoking, 

do-ta-tion (dSta'sHan), n. an endow¬ 
ment or act of endowing, 

double di-ode (dl'od). Seeduodiode. 
double en-ten-dre (antan'dro), pi. 
double en-ten-dres (antan'draz). a 
word or expression with two ambig¬ 
uous meanings, one of which is usu¬ 
ally slightly risque, 

double in-dem-ni-ty (indem'nate), a 
life insurance policy paying double 
the face value in the event of acciden¬ 
tal death. 

double jeop-ar-dy (jep'arde), the 
trying of a person twice for the same 
offense. 

double standard, a code of principles 
which bear more heavily on one 
group of people than on another, 

double-think (dub'alt/uNGk), v. to 
believe in two conflicting versions, 
ideas, etc., at the same time, 

dou-ceur (doosur'), n. a tip or gra¬ 
tuity. 

dough-ty (dou'te), adj. bravely for¬ 
midable; steadfast; courageous, 

dou-ter (dou'tar), n. a candle-snuffer, 
dow-a-ger (doubjar), n. 1. a title a 
widow of a titled man assumes to 
distinguish her from the wife of the 
heir to his title. 2. a stately, wealthy, 
elderly widow. 

dowdy (dou'de), adj. shabby; un¬ 
fashionable. 

Dow-Jones average, any of several 
indexes reflecting the price levels of 
various groups of stocks and bonds, 

down-stage (doun'staj'), adv. 1. to¬ 
ward the front of a theatrical stage. 
—adj. 2. of or pertaining to the front 
of a stage. See also upstage, 

down-wind (doun'wind'), adv. in 
the same direction as the wind is 
blowing; with the wind, 

dox-ol-ogy (doksol'aje), n. a hymn of 
praise to God especially the one 
starting “Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.” 

dox-y (dok'se), n. opinion or view, 
doyen (doien'), n. the senior mem¬ 
ber of a group, society, profession, 
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etc. —doyenne (doien/), n.fem. 
drab-ble (drabGl), v. to make wet or 
dirty. 

dra-con-ic (drakon'ik), adj. dragon¬ 
like. 

dra-co-ni-an (drakb^nean), adj. 
harsh; severe; inhuman, 

dra-gee (drazHaO, «. 1. a chocolate 
coated candy with a liquid center. 
2. a small, spherical, silver-colored, 
edible cake decoration, 

drag-o-man (dragGman), n.,pl. drag- 
o-mans. drag-o-men (drag'aman). a 
guide-interpreter in the East, 

dra-goon (dragoon'), v. to force by 
harsh measures; coerce, 

drag race, an automobile race from 
a standing start, the winner being the 
one that accelerates the fastest, 

drag-ster (drag'star), n. an automo¬ 
bile prepared for drag races, 

drag-strip (drag'strip), an area, as a 
straight section of road or aircraft 
runway, on which drag races are held, 

drake (drak), n. a male duck, 
dram-a-turge (dram'aturj), n. a play¬ 
wright. Also dram'a-tur-gist. 

dram-a-tur-gy (dram'aturje), n. the 
art of writing plays, 

drawing account, a bank account 
used for cash withdrawals, 

drawn butter, seasoned melted but¬ 
ter, served on vegetables, 

draw runner. See loper. 
draw slip. See loper. 
drei-kan-ter (dri'kantar), n.,pl. drei- 
kan-ters, drei-kan-ter, a three-sided 
stone or boulder whose faces are 
formed by wind-blown sand, 

dres-sage (drasaZH'), n. the training 
of a horse in obedience, movement, 

and bearing. 
drift bolt (drift/bolt), a bolt or spike 

for securing heavy timbers together. 

Also drift pin. 
drill (dril), n. a strong twilled linen or 

cotton material. 
drilling mud, a mud-like substance 
pumped into an oil well to cool the 
drilling bit and to flush out the loose 

cuttings. 
drogue (dr5g), n. a sea anchor con¬ 
sisting of a canvas bag or bucket. 

droit (droit), n. moral and legal right, 
droll (drol), adj. quaintly amusing; 
whimsical; comic. —droll-er-y 
(dro'lare), n. 

drom-os (drom'as), n. 1. the passage 
to an ancient subterranean tomb. 2. 
(in ancient Greece) a race track, 

drone (dron), n. the male honeybee, 
drop-out (drop'out), n. a student who 
never completes his course of studies, 

drop shipment, a shipment of goods 
which, though billed through the 
wholesaler, goes directly from the 
manufacturer to the retailer, 

drop-sy (drop'se), n. an excessive ac¬ 
cumulation of fluid in the cavities or 
tissues of the body. —drop^si-cal, 
adj. 

drosh-ky (drosH'ke), n. a light, open, 
four-wheeled carriage used in Rus¬ 
sia. 

dross (dros), n. waste matter or refuse, 
as from the melting of metals. 
—dross'y, adj. 

drub (drub), v. to beat violently; 
abuse; flog. 

drug-get (drug'it), n. a coarse rug 
made from hair woven with cotton or 
jute. 

drum-beat-er (drum'betar), n. one 
who proclaims the virtues of a movie, 
product, etc.; publicist, 

drum-fire (drum'fir), n. heavy gun¬ 
fire that sounds like the beating of 

drums. 
drupe (droop), n. a fruit, as a cherry 

or plum, consisting of fleshy pulp 
surrounding a hard shell which en¬ 
closes a kernel. —dru-pa-ceous 

(droopa'sHas), adj. 
dry cell, a type of electric battery or 

cell with no free fluid, 
dry farming, a method of farming 
without irrigation in areas of low 
rainfall, by reducing evaporation and 
making the ground more retentive of 

moisture. 
dry-gulch (drl'gulcH), v. to ambush 

or betray by a change of attitude, 
dry-point (drl'point), n. a copper en¬ 

graving made with a needle stylus that 
produces a print with soft, velvety- 

black lines. 
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dry rot (dr! rot), timber decay caused 
by fungi, resulting in dry, crumbling 
wood. 

dry sail (drl7 sal), v. to cruise in or 
possess only a motor-driven boat. 
—dry sailor. 

dry well, a large concrete cylinder 
sunk into the earth and surrounded 
by loose stones, used for the drainage 
and leaching of biological wastes, 

du-ad (doo'ad), n. a pair, 
du-al-ism (dooGlizm), n. (in philo¬ 

sophy) the theory that there are two 
principal substances, mind and body. 
—du-al-is'tic, adj. 

du-al-i-ty (dooal'ite), n. the state of 
being dual. 

dual personality, a mental disorder 
in which a person’s behavior exhibits 
the presence of two different person¬ 
alities. 

du-ar-chy (doo'arke), n. See diarchy, 
du-bi-e-ty (doobl'ite), n. doubt; hesi¬ 
tation; doubtfulness, 

du-bi-ta-tion (doobita'sHan), n. 
doubt. 

du-bi-ta-tive (doo'bitativ), adj. 
doubting. 

duc-tile (duk'tl), adj. capable of being 
worked into wire or thin sheets, as 
certain metals; malleable, 

dudg-eon (duj'an), n. a feeling of 
being offended; angry resentment. 

Due •cen-to (dooaCHen'to), n. the 
13th century, esp. Italian art and 
literature of that period. Also du-gen- 
to (dobjen'tb). 

duff (duf), n. rotting vegetable matter 
on a forest floor. 

du jour (dazHobr'), French, of the day; 

that being served on this particular 
day. 

dul-cet (dul'sit), adj. pleasant; melo¬ 
dious ; agreeable; soothing to the ear 
or eye. 

dul -ci-fy (dul'siff), v. to appease; 
mollify; make agreeable, 

du-li-a (doollG), n. (in Roman Catho¬ 
licism) the veneration given to saints 
in their role as God’s servants. See 
also hyperdulia, latria. 

du-loc-ra-cy (doolok' rase), n. govern¬ 
ment by former slaves. 

dudo-sis (doblo'sis), n. the enslaving 
of members of any one colony by 
ants of a different species, 

dum-dum (dum'dum), n. a soft- 
nosed bullet that expands on impact, 

dump-ish (dum'pisH), adj. dejected; 
low-spirited; depressed. 

dim1 (dun), v. to demand payment of 
a debt repeatedly. 

dun2 (dun), adj. dull grayish-brown, 
dun-nage (dun'ij), n. 1. personal bag¬ 

gage. 2. poor material stowed round 
a ship’s or railroad’s cargo to protect 
it from injury. 

du-o-de-cil-lion (dob odisiRyan), n. 
a number represented by a digit fol¬ 
lowed by 39 zeros. 

du-o-dec-i-mal (dooadesGmal), adj. 
of the number 12 or of twelfths, 

du-o de num (dobade'nam), n., pi. 
du-o-de-na (dooade'na), du-o-de- 
nas. the first portion of the small in¬ 
testine nearest the stomach. —du-o- 
de'nal, adj. 

du-o-di-ode (dobadRbd), n. a radio 
tube containing two diodes. Also 
double diode. 

du-o-logue (dooGlog), n. a conversa¬ 
tion between two people; a dramatic 
dialogue. See also monologue, 

du-op-o-ly (dooopGle), n. a condition 
in the market in which there are two 
sellers only. See also monopoly, oli¬ 
gopoly. 

du-op-so-ny (dobop'sone), n. a condi¬ 
tion in the market in which there are 
two buyers only. See also monop¬ 
sony, oligopsony. 

du-o-tone (dboGton), n. 1. a picture 
in two colors. 2. a printing method 
enabling a monochrome illustration 
to be produced in two shades of the 
same color from duotypes. 

du-o-type (dooGtlp), n. two plates 
made from the same original, but 
etched at different angles to produce 
two intensities when superimposed 
in printing. 

dupe (doop), n. 1. a person easily 
fooled. —v. 2. to deceive, fool, or 
trick. 

dup-er-y (dbb'psre), n. an act or in¬ 
stance of trickery or fooling. 
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du-pla-tion (doopla'sHon), n. a dou¬ 
bling. 

du-ple (docdpal), adj. double; two¬ 
fold. 

du-pli'ca-ture (doo'ploka'tar), n. a 
doubling over of something, as a 
membrane. 

dvrplicffity (dooplisffte), n. deceit; 
hypocrisy; double-dealing, 

dur-ance (doormans), n. a long im¬ 
prisonment. 

dur-bar (durffiar), n. a state recep¬ 
tion of an Indian prince or British 
governor or viceroy. 

Dutch (duCH), adj. referring to a style 
of painting in 17th-century Holland, 
characterized by muted tones and 
naturalistic colors and depicting 
landscapes or subjects drawn from 
contemporary life. 

Dutch courage, courage inspired by 
alcohol. 

Dutch oven, a heavy-bottomed uten¬ 
sil used for stews, etc. 

du-um-vi-rate (dooum'varit), n. an 
alliance of two men holding together 
the same office. 

du-ve-tine, du-ve-tyne, du-ve-tyn 
(docffviten), n. a fabric with a nap, 
made in a twilled or plain weave of 
cotton, silk, or wool, 

dyad (dffad), n. a couple; pair. 
—dyad'ic, adj. 

dyar-chy (dffarke), n. See diarchy, 
dyna^mism (dffnamizm), n. a philo¬ 

sophical theory which explains all 
phenomena by the action of force. 
See also mechanism, vitalism, 

dynast (dffnast), n. a hereditary ruler. 
dys;a-cou-sia, dys-a-cu-sia (dys'- 

okoo'zHo), n. (in medicine) a condi¬ 
tion in which the ear hurts when ex¬ 
posed to noise. Also dys-a*cous-ma 

(disokooz'ma). 
dys'ad-ap-ta-tion (disad 'opta'sHan), 

«. an inability of the iris and retina 
of an eye to adapt correctly to light. 

Also dys-ap'ta'tion. 
dys-an-ag-no-sia (disan 'ogno'zHa), 

n. the inability to understand some 
words; word-blindness, 

dys-ar-thri-a (disar't/irea), n. speech 
defects as stammering caused by 

dysmetria 

faults in the nerve. —dys-ar'thric, 
adj. 

dys’bardsm (disffiarizm), n. a condi¬ 
tion caused by two different pres¬ 
sures, the atmospheric pressure out¬ 
side the body and the pressure of 
gases within the body, 

dys-cra-sia (diskra'zHa), n. a mal¬ 
function or unspecified disease of the 
blood. —dys'cra'sic, dys'crat-ic 
(diskraffik), adj. 

dys-cri-nism (diskrffnizm), n. a con¬ 
dition caused by defective glandular 
secretion. 

dys-en-ter-y (disinter 'e), n. an infec¬ 
tious disease which leads to an inflam¬ 
mation of the lower part of the bowels, 
resulting in diarrhea, 

dys-er-gia (disur'ja), n. faulty mus¬ 
cular control due to bad conduction 
of the nerve. 

dys’es-the-sia (disist&e'zHa), n. 1. a 
faulty sense of touch. 2. a condition 
in which any contact with the skin is 

painful. 
dys-func’tion (disfuNGk'sHan), n. ab¬ 
normal or impaired functioning, as 

of a bodily organ. 
dys-gendc (disjenffk), adj. causing 

degeneration in offspring. Also caco- 
genic. See also eugenic, 

dys'gno’sia (disno'zHa), n. (in psy¬ 
chiatry) an impairment in intellect, 

dys-graph-ia (disgraffea), n. the in¬ 
ability to write caused by damage to 

the brain. 
dys-ki-ne-sia (diskine'zHa), n. im¬ 
pairment of the ability to perform 
muscular movements, 

dys-la-li-a (dislaMeo), n. an inability to 
speak caused by a fault in the speech 

organs. 
dys-lex-ha (dislek'sea), n. inability to 

read due to brain damage, 
dys-lo’gia (dislo'ja), n. the inability 
to express ideas due to a mental dis¬ 

order. 
dys logis tic (disbjis'tik), adj. not 

eulogistic or complimentary, 
dys^men’orrhe-a, dys'men'or 
rhoe-a (dis'menore^o), n. painful 

menstruation. 
dys-met-rra (disme'trea), n. the in- 
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ability to get muscles to produce the 
desired effect because of a defect in 
the judgment of distances, 

dys-mne-sia (disne'zHa), n. a defec¬ 
tive or faulty memory, 

dys-pa-reu-ni-a (disparoo'nea), n. 
coitus causing pain. See also vaginis¬ 
mus. 

dys-pep-sia (dispep'sHa), n. chronic 
indigestion. —dys-pep'tic, dys'pep' 
ti-cal, adj. 

dys-pha-gia (disfa'ja), n. trouble in 
swallowing. 

dys'pha’sia (disfa'zHa), n. inability 
to speak because of brain damage, 

dys-phe-mi-a (disfe'mea), n. a speech 
disorder caused by neurosis, 

dys-pho-nra (disfo'nea), n. a speech 
disturbance. —dys-phon-ic (disfon'- 
ik), adj. 

dys-phoTi-a (disfor'ea), n. a state of 
unease, anxiety, or dissatisfaction. 
—dys-phor'ic, adj. 

dys-pla-sia (displa'zHa), n. an abnor- 
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mal growth in tissue. —dys-plas-tic 
(displas'tik), adj. 

dysp-ne-a, dysp-noe-a (dispne'a), n. 
labored breathing. 

dys-prax-ia (disprak'sea), n. the in¬ 
ability to coordinate movement. 

dysThyth-mra (disriTH'mea), n. a 
disorder in rhythm, '■s of speech, of 
brain wave recordings, etc. 

dys-tel-e-ol-o-gy (dis'teleol'aje), n. a 
philosophical doctrine that denies a 
final cause of existence, 

dys-thymi-a (dist/n'mea), n. dejec¬ 
tion ; despondency, 

dys-to-ni-a (disto'nea), n. an abnor¬ 
mal state of tension or firmness of an 
organ or tissue in the body, 

dys-tro-phy (dis'trafe), n. any of sev¬ 
eral conditions characterized by mus¬ 
cular weakening and degeneration. 
Also dys'tro-phi-a (distro'fea). 
—dys-troph-ic (distrof'ik), adj. 

dys-u-ri-a (disyoor'ea), n. urination 
that causes pain. 



E 
ea-gle (e'gal), n. (in golf) two strokes 
under par on a hole. See also birdie, 

bogey. 
ea-gre, ea-ger (e'gar, a'gor), n. tidal 

flood. 
Early Christian, a style of early reli¬ 

gious architecture, characterized by 
buildings with plain exteriors and 

lavishly decorated interiors. 
Early Renaissance, a style of art in 
the 15th century using perspective 
and geometrically based composi¬ 

tions. 
ear-minded (er'mln 'did), adj. being 
more aware of or responsive to sound 
than sight, smell, etc. —ear'mind- 

ed-ness, n. 
earth science, any science dealing 

with the earth. 
earth-shine (ur/APsuTn'), n. reflected 
light from the earth illuminating the 

moon. 
earth-y (urth'e), adj. 1. made of earth 

or soil. 2. unsophisticated; direct. 
ease-ment (ez'mont), n. (in Law) the 
right held by someone to use the 
territory of another for a specific 

purpose, as right of way. 
east-er-ling (e'storliNG), n. someone 
living in a land to the east of another 

land. 
Eastern Church, Byzantine Church. 

See also Orthodox Church. 
Eastern Hemisphere, the eastern 

half of the world, including Asia east 

of the Ural Mountains, Australia and 
Oceania. 

eau de vie (od-ive'), French, coarse 
unpurified brandy, 

e-bauche (abosH'), w. a basic watch 
movement made without jewels, case, 

etc. 
e-be-niste (abanest'), pi- e-be- 
nistes (abanest'), French. 1. one who 
works with veneers, inlay, etc. 2. one 
who works with ebony, 

e-be-nis-te-rie (abanestare'), n., 
French, work done by an ebeniste. 

e-bul-lient (ibuPyant), adj. full of en¬ 
thusiasm. —e-buBlience, n. —eb-ul- 
li-tion (eb'alistUan), n. 

e-bur-na-tion (e'barna'sHan), n. an 
abnormal bone condition causing 
bones to become hard and dense, 

e-cau-date (ekoMat), adj. without a 

tail; excaudate. 
ec-ce ho mo (eCH'a ho'mo), Latin. 
behold the man; words of Pilate 
when presenting Christ to his accu¬ 

sers. 
ec-cen-tric (iksen'trik), adj. 1. with 
the axis not at the center, as a wheel. 
2. an instrument for changing circular 
motion into reciprocating motion, 

ec-chy-mo-sis (ek'amo'sis), «., pi. 
ec-chy-mo-ses (ek 'amo'sez). dis¬ 
coloration caused by blood, as in a 
bruise; black-and-blue mark, 

ec-cle-si-as-tic (ikle'zeas'tik), n. 1. a 
priest; vicar. —adj. 2. ecclesiastical. 

89 
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ec-cle-si-as-ti-cal (ikle 'zeas'tikal), 
adj. of the church. 

ec-cle-si-ol-a-try (iklezeol'atre), n. 
excessive regard for tradition in reli¬ 
gion. 

ec-cri-nol-ogy (ek'ranol'aje), n. a 
branch of science concerned with the 
secretory glands. 

ec-dem-ic (ekdemhk), adj. (of a dis¬ 
ease) originating elsewhere than 
where it is found, but neither epi¬ 
demic nor endemic. 

ec-dys-i-ast (ekdiz'east), n. an ani¬ 
mal, insect, etc., that sheds its skin 
or covering, as a snake, caterpillar, 
etc. 

ec-dy-sis (ek'disis), n., pi. ec-dy-ses 
(ek'disez). the shedding of a skin, 
etc., as a snake. 

e-ce-sis (ise'sis), n. the establishment 
of a plant in a new region. 

ech-i-nate (ek'anat), adj. having bris¬ 
tles; prickly. 

e-chi-noid (ikl'noid), adj. like a sea 
urchin. 

ech-o-graph (ek'Sgraf), n. an instru¬ 
ment that measures the depth of the 
ocean by means of sound. —ech-o- 
gram (ek'ogram), n. 

ech-o-la-li-a (ek'olaMea), n. the in¬ 
voluntary repetition of someone else’s 
words immediately after they have 
been spoken. 

ech-o-lo-ca-tion (ek'oloka'sHan), n. 
the location of objects by radar or 
sonar by bats, etc. 

ech-o-prax-i-a (ek'oprak'sea), n. the 
abnormal copyingof another person’s 
actions. 

echt (eKHt), adj. German, genuine, 
real, true. 

e-clair-cisse-ment (aklersesmaN'), 
n.,pl. e-clair-cisse-ments (aklerses- 
maN,j. French, clarification, explana¬ 
tion. 

e-clat (akla'X n. a brilliant reputation, 
etc. 

ec-lec-tic (iklek'tik), adj. choosing 
from many possibilities. —ec-lec'ti- 
cism, n. 

e-clip-tic (iklip'tik), n. the apparent 
course of the sun through the sky 
once a year. 

eclogue (ek'log), n. an idyllic poem, 
often in dialogue. 

e-clo-sion (ikld'zHan), n. the hatch¬ 
ing of a larva from its egg or the 
emerging of an insect from its pupa, 

e-col-o-gy (ikol'aje), n. the study of 
the relations between organisms and 
their surroundings. Also bionomics, 
bionomy. 

e-con-o-met-rics (ikon 'amet'riks), n. 
the application of statistical mathe¬ 
matics to actual problems as well as 
to the proof of theories, 

economic determinism, the doc¬ 
trine that all social phenomena are 
caused by economic factors, 

economic geography, the study of 
the relationship between economic 
conditions, etc., and the utilization 
of raw materials. 

economic geology, the study of the 
industrial uses of raw materials from 
the earth. 

ec-o-spe-cies (e'kospe'SHez), n. a 
taxon containing one or several inter¬ 
breeding ecotypes. 

ec-o-sphere (e'kdsfer'), n. a layer of 
the atmosphere where it is possible 
to breathe normally, 

ec-o-sys-tem (ek'osis'tam), n. orga¬ 
nisms and their surroundings con¬ 
sidered together as a system, 

ec-o-tone (ek'aton), n. a region of 
transition from one type of plant 
community to another, as from 
savanna to woodland, 

ec-o-type (ek'atlp), n. a race particu¬ 
larly adapted to a certain environ¬ 
ment. 

e-cra-se (akraza'), adj. (of leather) 
crushed so as to appear grained, 

ec-ru (ek'roo, a'kroo), adj. beige in 
color. 

ec-tad (ek'tad), adv. outward; out 
from the inside. 

ec-tal (ek'tal), adj. outside; exterior, 

ec-tog-e-nous (ektoj'anas), adj. grow¬ 
ing externally, as a parasite, etc. Also 
ec-to-gen'ic. 

ec-to-mor-phic (ektamor'fik), adj. 
having a thin body. See also endo¬ 
morphic, mesomorphic. —ec'to- 
morph, n. 
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ec-to-par-a-site (ek 'tSpar'asit), n. 
an external parasite. See also endo- 
parasite. 

ec-to-phyte (ek'tafTt), n. an externally 
parasitic plant. See also endophyte, 

ec-to-pi-a (ekto'pea), n. a congenital 
displacement of an organ. See also 
entopic. —ec-top-ic (ektop'ik), adj. 

ec-to-plasm (ek'taplazm), n. 1. the 
outer layer of the cytoplasm of a cell. 
2. (in spiritualism) a substance that 
allegedly emanates from a medium, 

ec-tro-dac-tyl-ism (ek'trodak'- 
talizm), n. the congenital absence of 
part or all of one or more fingers or 
toes from birth. 

ec-type (ek'tTp), n. a copy, as opposed 
to an original. See also prototype, 

ecu men ixal (ek'yoomen'ikal), 
adj. 1. world-wide; universal. 2. fa¬ 
voring Christian unity. Also ecu¬ 
menic, oecumenic, oecumenical. 
—ec-u-men'i-cal-ism, ecu-menfi' 
cism, n. —ec-u-men'i-cist, n. 

ecu menism (ek'ydomanizm), n. 
ecumenical doctrines, 

ec-ze-ma (ek'sama), n. a skin disease 
causing inflammation and itching. 
—ec-zem a tous (igzem'atas), adj. 

ec-ze-ma,toid(igze,matoid), adj. like 
eczema. 

e-da-cious (ida'sHas), adj. devouring; 
consuming. 

e-dac-i-ty(idas'ite), n. voraciousness; 
appetite. 

e-daph-ic (idafbk), adj. caused by soil 
conditions produced by drainage, 

etc., and not by climate, 
ed-a-phon (ed'afon), n. all organisms 

living in the soil. 
ed-dy (ed'e), n. a small whirlpool, or 
similar condition of air, fog, etc. 

e de ma, oe de ma (ide'ma), pi. 
e-de-ma-ta (ide'mata). the presence 
of serous fluid in body cavities or 

tissue spaces. 
e-den-tate (eden'tat), adj. without 

teeth; toothless. 
e-dict (e'dikt), n. a governmental or 

authoritative decree, 
ed-i-fy (ed'afT), v. to instruct; uplift 
morally. —ed-i-fi-ca'tion, n. —e-dif- 

i-ca'to-ry, adj. 

ed-u-ca-ble (ej'ookabal), adj. able to 
be educated; capable of learning, 

ed-u-ca-tion-ist (ej'ooka'sHanist), n. 
a specialist in education, 

e-duce (idoos/), v. to bring out, 
develop. 

e-duct (e'dukt), n. the act of bringing 
out, as something potential; some¬ 
thing educed. —e-duc'tion, n. —e- 
duc'tive, adj. —e-due'tor, n. 

e-dul-co-rate (idul'karat), v. to puri¬ 
fy; remove impurities from, 

ef-fa-ble (ef'abal), adj. able to be ex¬ 
pressed. 

ef-face (ifas'), v. to rub out; destroy, 
ef-fec-tor (ifek'tar), n. an organ or 

cell activated by a nerve impulse, 
ef-fec-tu-al (ifek'cHooal), adj. pro¬ 

ducing a desired effect, 
ef-fec-tu-ate (ifek'cHooat), v. to bring 
about; make happen; cause, 

ef-fer-ent (eFarant), adj. (in physi¬ 
ology) carrying from or away from, 
as a nerve carrying an impulse. See 
also afferent. 

ef-fete (ifet'), adj. 1. exhausted, de¬ 
pleted. 2. decadent, lax. 3. sterile, 
barren. 

ef-fi-ca-cious (ef 'aka'sHas), adj. 
having the desired effect. —ePfi- 
ca-cy, n. 

ef-fig-i-ate (ifij'eat), v. to make a 
statue of. 

ef-fleu-rage (eflaraztP), «. a gentle 
stroking used in massage, 

ef-flo-resce (efl3res,)1 v. to blossom 
forth. —ef-flo-res'cence, n. —ef- 
flo-res;cent, adj. —ef-flo-res'cent- 

ly, adv. 
ef-flu-ence (ePlooans), n. a flowing 
out. —ePflu-ent, adj. 

ef-flu-vi-um (ifloo'veam), n., pi. ef- 
flu-vi-a (ifloo'vea). a small exhalation 
of an unpleasant gas. 

ef-flux (ef'luks), n. an outward flow, 
ef-frac-tion (ifrak'sHan), n. a break¬ 

ing into by forcible means. —ef-frac’ 

tor, n. 
ef-fron-ter-y (ifrun'tare), n. shame¬ 

less audacity. 
ef-fulge (ifuljO, v. to shine brightly. 
—ef-ful'gent, adj. —ef-ful'gence, n. 

ef-fuse (ifyoozO. v. to pour out, flow 
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forth. —ef-fu-sion (ifyoo'zHan), n. 
—ef-fu'sive, adj. 

e-gal-i-tar-i-an (egaPiter'ean), adj. 
characterized by a belief in human 

equality. 
e-gest (ejesP), v. to empty; discharge, 

as from the body. —e-ges'tion, n. 
e-ges-ta (ejes'ta), n. pi. excrement, 
egg roll, (in Chinese cooking) a casing 

of egg dough filled with roast pork, 
onions, etc., and fried, 

eggs Benedict, a dish consisting of 
toast covered with cooked ham, 
poached eggs, and hollandaise sauce, 

e-glo-mi-se (a/glamiza,)> adj. per¬ 
taining to the method of painting the 
back of glass so that the decorative 
pattern is visible from the front. Also 
e-glo-mi-se'. 

e-go (e'go), n., pi. e-gos. the self; in¬ 
dividual essence of a being, 

e-go-cen-tric (e'gosen'trik), adj. see¬ 
ing the self as the center of the uni¬ 
verse. 

e-go-ism (e'goizm), n. utter selfish¬ 
ness. —e'go-ist, n. —e-go-is'tic, adj. 

e-go-ma-ni-a (e'gbma'nea), n. ab¬ 
normal egoism. 

e-go-tism (e'gatizm), n. unpleasant 
self-conceit; boastfulness. —e'go- 
tist, n. —e-go-tis'tic, adj. 

e-gre-gious (igre'jas), adj. outstand¬ 
ingly bad. 

e-gress (e'gres), n. 1. an act of leaving 
a place. 2. the exit. —e-gres-sion 
(igreSH'an), n. 

Egyptian cotton, cotton with long, 
silk-like fibers. 

ei-det-ic (Idet'ik), adj. of or pertain¬ 
ing to complete visual memory, 

ei-do-lon (Ido'lan), n., pi. ei-do-la, 
ei-do-lons. an apparition; a phantom, 

ei-dos (I'dos, a'dos), n.,pl. ei-de (I'de, 
a'de). the essence of a culture, 

ein-kan-tor (Tn'kantar), n. a stone 
shaped by wind and sand, 

eis-e-ge-sis (Psije'sis), n.,pl. eis-e-ge- 
ses (Psije'sez). a biased interpreta¬ 
tion, especially of Scripture, 

eis-tedd-fod (asteTH'vod), n., pi. eis- 
tedd-fods, eis-tedd-fod-au (asteTH'- 
vodl). a gathering of Welsh poets and 
minstrels. 
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e-jac-u-late (ijak'yalat), v. 1. to eject 
semen. 2. speak swiftly and briefly. 
—e-jac-u-la'tion, n. —e-jac'u-la-tor, 
n. —e-jac'u-la-to-ry, adj. 

e-jec-ta (ijek'ta), n. pi. matter thrown 
out, as from a volcano, 

e-lan (alan'), n. panache, dash, 
e-lan vi-tal (alaN vetal'), (in Henri 

Bergson’s philosophy) a force capable 
of producing growth or change in an 
organism. 

e-las-to-mer (ilas'tamar), n. an elastic 
substance occurring naturally as 
rubber. 

e-late (ilat'), v. to make happy. 
E layer, a layer of maximum electron 

density at a height of between 100 
and 120 kilometers from the surface 
of the earth. 

el-dritch, el-drich (el'dricH), adj. 
weird, uncanny. Also elritch. 

electoral college, the chosen elec¬ 
tors in each state who elect the Presi¬ 
dent and Vice-President of the 
United States. 

e-lec-tro-a-cous-tics (ilek'troakoo'- 
stiks), n. the conversion of acoustical 
energy into electricity and vice versa. 
—e-lec-tro-a-cous'tic, adj. 

e-lec-tro-bal-lis-tics (ilek 'trobalis'- 
tiks), n. the measurement of the speed 
of projectiles with electronic equip¬ 
ment. 

e-lec-tro-bi-ol-o-gy (ilek'trobloP- 
aje), n. the study of electric pheno¬ 
mena in plants and animals, 

e-lec-tro-car-di-o-gram (ilek 'tro- 
kar'deagram), n. a graph made by an 
electrocardiograph, 

e-lec-tro-car-di-o-graph (ilek 'tro- 
kar'deagraf), n. a device for record¬ 
ing heart action. 

e-lec-tro-chem-is-try (ilek'trbkem'- 
istre), n. the study of chemical chan¬ 
ges caused by electricity and vice 
versa. 

e-lec-tro-co-ag-u-la-tion (ilek'tro- 
koag'yala'sHan), n. the hardening of 
diseased tissue by diathermy, 

e-lec-trode (ilek'trod), n. a conductor 
for leading electricity to or from a 

nonmetallic conductor, as a vacuum 
tube. 
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e lec-tro dynam-ics (ilek'tro- 
dlnam'iks), n. the study of inter¬ 
actions between magnetic, electric, 
and mechanical phenomena. —e-lec- 
tro-dy-nam'ic, adj. 

e-lec-tro-en-ceph-a-lo-gram (ilek 
troensef'alagram), n. a graph made 
by an electroencephalograph, 

e-lec-tro-en-ceph-a-lo-graph (ilek'- 
troensef'alagraf), n. an instrument 
for recording electric activity in the 
brain. 

e-lec-tro-form (ilek'traform), v. to 
make something by electrically de¬ 
positing metal on a mold, 

e-lec-tro-ki-net-ics (ilek'trokinet'- 
iks), n. the study of electricity in mo¬ 
tion. —e-lec-tro-ki-net'ic, adj. 

e-lec-tro-lier (ilek/traler,)) n. a chan¬ 
delier lit by electricity, 

e-lec-tro-lu-mi-nes-cence (ilek'- 
troloo'manesbns), n. luminescence 
due to the activation of a dielectric 
phosphor. 

e-lec-trol-y-sis (ilektrol'isis), n. 1. the 
process of passing an electric current 
through an electrolyte to cause a 
change in its physical constitution. 
2. the burning out of hair follicles, 
tumors, etc., by an electric current, 

e-lec-tro-lyte (ilek'trallt), n. an elec¬ 
tric conductor in which an electric 
current induces a movement of mat¬ 
ter in the form of ions. Also electro¬ 
lytic conductor. —e-lec-tro-lyt-ic 
(ilek'tralit'ik), adj. 

e-lec-tro-mo-tive (ilek 'tramb'tiv), 
adj. tending to cause an electrical 
flow. 

electromotive force, the difference 
in potential between the terminals of 
an electrical source, as of a battery. 
Abbrev. ,-emf. 

e-lec-tro-my-o-gram (ilek'traml7- 
agram), n. a graph showing electric 
currents due to muscular action, 

e-lec-tro-my-og-ra-phy (ilek 'tro- 

mlog'rafe), n. the making of electro¬ 
myograms. —e-lec-tro-my-og'ra- 

pher, n. 
e-lec-tron (ilek'tron), n. an elemen¬ 
tary particle found in all matter. Also 

negatron. 

e-lec-tro-nar-co-sis (ilek'tronarko'- 
sis), n. electroshock therapy, 

electronic music, sounds produced 
electronically and then combined by 
the composer. See also musique 
concrete. 

e-lec-tron-ics (ilektron'iks), n. the 
science concerned with devices in¬ 
volving the flow of electrons in a 
vacuum, etc. 

electron microscope, an extremely 
powerful microscope, using beams 
of electrons to produce a highly en¬ 
larged image. 

e-lec-tro-phone (ilek'trafbn'), n. any 
musical instrument using oscillating 
electric current to produce sounds, 

e-lec-tro-pho-re-sis (ilek'trbfare'- 
sis), n. the motion of colloidal par¬ 
ticles in a fluid caused when electri¬ 
city is passed through. Also cata- 
phoresis. 

e-lec-tro-shock (ilek'trasHok'), n. 
therapy involving the use of electric 
shocks. 

e-lec-tro-stat-ics (ilek'trastat'iks), n. 
the study of electric phenomena not 
connected with electricity in motion. 
—e-lec-tro-stat'ic, adj. 

e-lec-tro-sur-ger-y (ilek'trosur'- 
jare), n. surgery in which an electric 
tool is used. 

e-lec-tro-tech-nics (ilek'trotek'- 
niks), n. the study of practical applica¬ 
tions of electricity. 

e-lec-tro-ther-a-peu-tics (ilek'trb- 
t/zerbpyoo'tiks), n. therapy using 
electricity. Also e-lec-tro-ther-a-py 
(ilek 'trother' spe). 

e-lec-tro-ther-a-pist (ilek'trotter'- 
apist), n. a specialist in electrothera¬ 
peutics. 

e-lec-tro-ther-mal (ilek 'trat/zur'- 
mal), adj. pertaining to electrically 
produced heat. 

e-lec-tro-ther-mics (ilek'trat/zur'- 
miks), n. the science concerned with 
the interchange of heat and electric 
energy. 

e-lec-trot-o-nus (ilektrotbnas), n. the 
change in a nerve while electricity is 
passed through it. 

e-lec-tro-type (ilek'tratip), n. a copy 
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of a block of type or engraving used 
in printing, made by electrolytic ac¬ 

tion in a mold. 
el-ee mos -y-nar -y (el' amos' an ere), 

adj. 1. charitable. 2. provided by 
charity. 3. supported by charity, 

el-e-gi-ac (ebajl'ak), adj. suitable for 
use as a lamentation, 

el-e-gy (el'ije), n. mournful poetry or 
music, often for the dead, 

elementary particle, any entity less 
complex than an atom. Also funda¬ 
mental particle. 

e-len-chus (ileNG'kas), pi. e-len- 
chi (ileNG'kl). a logical refutation. 2. 
a false refutation. 

el-e-phan-ti-a-sis (el'afantl'asis), n. a 
chronic lymphatic disease charac¬ 
terized by gross enlargement of the 
affected parts, usually the legs, 

el-e-phan-tine (el'afan'tin), adj. 
clumsy. 

e-lic-it (ilis'it), v. to draw forth, 
e-lide (did'), v. 1. to miss out (a sound 

or group of sounds) in pronuncia¬ 
tion. 2. to suppress; ignore, 

e-li-sion (iliztRan), n. the missing out 
of a sound, etc., in speech, 

e-lite (ilet,)> n. a select, aristocratic, 
or choice group of people, 

e-lit-ism (ile'tizm), n. the belief that 
only the elite of society should rule. 
e-liRist, n., adj. 

el-lip-sis (ilip'sis), n., pi. el-lip-ses 
(ilip'sez). the omission of a word or 
a phrase from a sentence that makes 
the construction incomplete. 

elliptic geometry. See iemannian 
geometry. 

el-lip-ti-cal (ilip'tikal), adj. (of speech 
or writing) obscure because of its use 
of ellipsis. 

el-o-cu-tion (el'akyoo'sHan), n. 1. the 
manner in which one speaks, esp. in 
public. 2. the study of voice control, 

e-loign, e-loin (iloin,)) v. to move 
away; to keep at a distance, 

el-o-quence (el'akwans), n. the art of 
speaking well and aptly. —elo¬ 
quent, adj. 

el-ritch (el'ricH), adj. See eldritch, 
el-u-ant (eflyooant), n. a liquid used 

for dissolving. 
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el-u-ate (eflyooit), n. a liquid solution 
resulting from dissolving matter, 

e-lute (eloot,)> v. to remove by dis¬ 
solving. 

e-lu-tri-ate (iloo'treat), v. to separate 
or purify by washing, straining, or 
suspending in a current of water or 
air. 

e-lu-vi-ate (iloo'veat), v. (of materials) 
to move through the soil by the action 
of water. —e-lu-vi-a'tion, n. 

e-lu-vi-um (iloo'veom), «., pi. e-lu- 
vi-a. the deposit of soil, etc., resulting 
from the decomposition of rock; resi¬ 
dual soil. —e-lu'vi-al, adj. 

el-ver (el'vor), n. a young eel. 
el-y-troid (ebitroid), adj. like an ely¬ 
tron. 

el-y-tron (ebitron), w., pi. el-y-tra 
(ebitra). one of a pair of hardened 
forewings in insects used to protect 
the flight wings. 

em (em), n. a square of any size of 
type, used as a unit of measurement 
for anything printed with that size of 
type. 

em-a-nate (em'onat), v. to flow out, 
emit. —em-a-na'tion, n. —em'a-na- 
tive, adj. 

e-man-ci-pate (iman'sapat), v. 1. to 
free from restraint. 2. (in Roman and 
Civil Law) to end paternal control 
over someone. —e-man-ci-pa'tion, 
n. —e-man'ci-pa-tor, n. 

e-mar-gi-nate (imar'jinat), adj. with 
notches along the edges, 

e-mas-cu-late (imas'kyalat), v. to 
make weak or effeminate, 

em-ba-cle (emba'kal), n. an agglom¬ 
eration of broken ice on a river. See 
also debacle. 

em-bar-go (embargo), n.,pl. em-bar- 
goes. a government order restricting 
the movement of merchant ships into 
or out of its harbors, 

em-bay (emba'), v. to surround; 
make into a bay. 

em-bo-lism (em'bolizm), n. the 
blocking of a blood vessel by an 
embolus. 

em-bo-lus (em'bolos), n. em-bo-li 
(em'ball). undissolved matter lodged 
in a blood vessel. 
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em-bon-point (aNboNpwaN'), n., 
French, obesity. 

em-bosk (embosk,)> v. to conceal with 
foliage. 

em-bou-chure (am/bobsH66r,)> n., 
pi. em-bou-chures. French. 1. a river 
mouth. 2. the place where a valley 
opens into a plain. 

em-bow-er (embou'ar), v. to cover 
with or hide in foliage. Also im- 
bower. 

em-brac-er-y (embra'sare), n. (in 
Law) an attempt to sway a judge or 
jury by bribes or threats. Also 
imbracery. —em-brace-or (embra'- 
sar), n. 

em-branch'ment (embranCH'- 
mant), n. a branching out or ramifica¬ 
tion. 

em-bran-gle (embraNG'gal), v. to 

perplex, confuse. Also imbrangle. 
em-bro-cate (em'brokat), v. to rub 
with an ointment or lotion. —em- 
bro-ca'tion, n. 

em-brue (embroo'). v. See imbue, 
em-brute (embrobt,), v. See im- 

brute. 
em-bry-ol-o-gy (em'breol'aje), n. the 
science concerned with embryos and 
the study of their growth and devel¬ 
opment. — em-bry-ol'o-gist, n. 
—em-bry-o-log'i-cal, adj. 

em-bry-on-ic (em'breon'ik), adj. like 
an embryo; undeveloped, 

e-mend (intend'), v. to edit; remove 
mistakes. Also amend, 

e-men-date (e'mandat), v. to correct, 
put right. —e-men-da'tion, n. 

e-mer-i-tus (imer'itas), adj. no longer 
actively employed, but honorably 
discharged and kept on the rolls (used 

esp. of academicians), 
em-er-ize (em'arlz), v. to give luster 

to a fabric by rubbing it with emery, 
e-mer-sion (imur'zHan), n. the re¬ 
appearance of one heavenly body 

after its eclipse by another, 
e-met-ic (amet'ik), adj. 1. producing 

vomiting. —n. 2. an emetic agent, 
e-mic-tion (imik'sHan), n. the pass¬ 

ing of urine. 
e-mi-gre (em'agra), «., pi. emi-gres 

(em'agraz). French, an emigrant, esp. 

empyreal 

one who flees his native land because 
of political reasons, 

e-min-ce (amaNsa'), n., French, a dish 
consisting of slices of left-over meat 
warmed in a sauce, 

eminent domain, the power of a 
state to buy property by compulsory 
purchase. 

em-me-tro-pi-a (em'itrd'pea), n. the 
normal condition of the eye, when 
rays of light are correctly focused on 
the retina. 

e-mol-lient (imol'yant), adj. 1. able 
to soften tissue; soothing to the skin. 
—n. 2. an emollient medication, 

e-mol-u-ment (imol'yamant), n. pay¬ 
ment for a service, as salary, 

em-pai-stic (empa'stik), adj. decor¬ 
ated with an inlaid, embossed, or 
stamped design. Also empestic. 

em-pa-thize (em'pat/nz), v. to com¬ 
municate; make contact with, 

em-pa-thy (em'pathe), n. identifica¬ 
tion with the feelings, etc., of some¬ 
one else. 

em-pen-nage (aNpanazH'), n., pi. 
em-pen-nag-es (aNpanazH'). the tail 

assembly of an airplane, 
em-per-y (em'pare), n. 1. an empire. 

2. the land belonging to an emperor, 
em-pes-tic (empes'tik), adj. See em- 

paistic. 
em-phy-se-ma (em'fise'ma), n. the 
abnormal enlargement of an organ 
due to air or gas. 

em-pir-i-cal (empir'ikal), adj. 1. dis¬ 
covered by experiment. 2. depending 
on observation without the applica¬ 
tion of theory. —em-pir'ic, n. 

em-pir-i-cism (empir'isizm), n. 1. 
the empirical method. 2. (in philos¬ 
ophy) the theory that all knowledge 
comes from experience. 3. an over¬ 
reliance on personal experience to 
the exclusion of learning, 

em-poi-son (empoi'zan), v. 1. to 
corrupt. 2. to make bitter, 

em-py-e-ma (em'pee'ma), n. pus in 
a body cavity, esp. in the thorax. Also 

pyothorax. 
em-pyr-e-al (empir'eal), adj. belong¬ 

ing to the highest heaven in ancient 

cosmology. 
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em-pyre-an (empir'ean), n. the most 
exalted of heavenly states, 

em-u-lous (em'yalas), adj. wishing to 
equal. 

e-mul-si-fy (imuflsafi), v. to make 
into an emulsion. 

e-mul-sion (imul'sHan), n. the sus¬ 
pension of one liquid in another in 
which it is not soluble, 

emunc-tory (imuNG'tare), n. 1. an 
organ of the body that disposes of 
waste products. —adj. 2. excretory, 

en (en), n. (in printing) half an em in 
width. 

en-ar-thro-sis (en'art/zro'sis), n., pi. 

en-ar,thro'ses(en/art/iro,sez). aball- 
and-socket joint in the bodv. 

e-nate (e'nat), n. a maternal relative. 
See also agnate. 

en-cae-nia (ensen'y9)> «• a festival 
commemorating the founding of a 
city, etc. 

en-car-pus (enkar'pas), n., pi. en-car 
pi (enkar'pl). ornamentation in which 
draperies, weapons, etc., are ar¬ 
ranged as a festoon, 

encaus-tic (enko'stik), adj. painted 
by burning in the colors, 

en-ceph-a-lal-gi-a (ensefblal'jea), n. 
headache. 

en-ceph-a-las-the-ni-a (ensef'- 
alast/ze'nea), n. mental tiredness ow¬ 
ing to emotional stress, 

en-ceph-a-li-tis (ensefbll'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of the brain, esp. result¬ 
ing from a viral disease, 

en-ceph-a-lo-gram (enseFalagram), 
n. an X-ray of the brain. Also enceph- 
alograph. 

en-ceph-a-lo-graph (ensef'abgraf), 
n. 1. an electroencephalograph. 2. an 
encephalogram. 

en-ceph-a log-ra-phy (ensefblog'- 
rafe), n. the making of encephalo¬ 
grams. 

en-ceph-a-lo-ma (ensefblo'ma), n., 

pi. en-ceph-a-lo-ma-ta (ensefblo'- 
mata). a tumor of the brain, 

en-ceph-a-lo-mye-li-tis (ensef'- 
aloml'all'tis), n. a disease character¬ 
ized by inflammation of the spinal 
cord and the brain. —en'ceph-a-lo- 
my-e-lit'ic, adj. 

enceph-a-lon (ensef'alon), n., pi. 

en-ceph-a-la. the brain, 
en-ceph-a-lop-a-thy (ensef'alop'- 

3the), n. a mental disease of the brain, 
errceph-a-lo-sis (ensefblo'sis), n. 

an organic disease affecting the brain, 

en-chase (enCHas'), t-’-1- to put jewels 
in a setting. 2. to decorate with gems 
or designs in inlay or embossing. 

en-chi-la-dajen'CHala'da),?!. a Mexi¬ 
can dish consisting of a tortilla filled 
with highly seasoned meat mixture 
and covered with a chili sauce, 

en-chi-rid-i-on (en'krlrid'ean), n.,pl. 

en-chi-rid-i-ons, en-chi-rid’i-a. a 
handbook. 

en-cinc-ture (ensiNGk'cHar), v. to 
encompass with a belt, 

en-clave (en'klav), n. outlying dis¬ 
trict of one country almost totally 
surrounded by the territory of an¬ 
other nation. See also exclave, 

en-co-mi-ast (enko'meast), n. a eulo¬ 
gist ; a giver of formal praise. —en-co- 
mias'tic, adj. 

en-co-mi-um (enko'meam), n., pi. 

en-co-mi-ums, en-co-mha. a eulogy; 
ceremonious praise, 

en-ccvpre-sis (en'kopre'sis), n. un¬ 
intentional defecation, 

en-crypt (enkript'), v. to put in code, 
en-cubtu-rate (enkul'cHarat), v. to 

adapt to a culture. —en-cul-tu-ra' 
tion, n. 

encyclical (ensik'likal), n. a letter 
from the pope to all his bishops, 

endem-ic (endem'ik), adj. native; 
indigenous. See also enzootic, epi¬ 
demic. 

endergonic (en'dargon'ik), adj. 

noting a biochemical process that 
needs energy to react. See also exer- 
gonic. 

en-dermic (endur'mik), adj. taking 
effect by absorption through the skin, 

endocardial (en'dbkar'deal), adj. 
in the heart. 

endocarditis (en'dokardl'tis), n. 

inflammation of the endocardium, 

endocardium (en'dokar'deam), 
”■> Pi- en-do-car-di-a. the membrane 
lining the heart. 

endocentric (en'dosen'trik), adj. 
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with the same syntactic function as 
one of its constituents, such as “cold 
water,” which functions as would 
“water.” See also exocentric. 

endocrine (en'dakrin), adj. 1. se¬ 
creting internally, as an endocrine 
gland. —n. 2. an internal secretion. 
See also exocrine. 

endocrine gland, any gland secret¬ 
ing substances into the blood, 

endocrinology (en'dokranol'- 
oje), n. the science of endocrine 
glands. 

en-do-cri-nop-a-thy (en'dokranop'- 
3the), n. a disease caused by the im¬ 
proper function of an endocrine 
gland. 

en-do-crin-o-ther-a-py (en'dokrin'- 
St/ter'ape), n. the treating of disease 
with hormones from endocrine 
glands. 

en-do-don-tics (en'dodon'tiks), «. a 
branch of dentistry concerned with 
diseases of the dental pulp. —en-do- 
don'tist, n. 

en-do-er-gic (en'dour'jik), adj. per¬ 
taining to a chemical reaction involv¬ 
ing the absorption of energy. See also 
exoergic. 

en-dog-a-my (endog'ame), n. mar¬ 
riage within a social group. See also 
exogamy. 

en-do-lith-ic (en'dolit/z'ik), adj. liv¬ 
ing embedded in rock surfaces, 

en-do-lymph (en'dalimf), n. a fluid 
in the labyrinth of the ear. 

en-do-morph-ic (en 'dsmor'fik), adj. 

having a relatively heavily built body. 
See also ectomorphic, mesomor¬ 
phic.'—en'do-morph, n. 

en-do-par-a-site (en 'dopar'oslt), n. 

an internal parasite. See also ecto¬ 
parasite. 

en-do-pha-sia (en'dofa'zHa), n. in¬ 
ternalized, inaudible speech. See also 
exophasia. 

en-do-phyte (en'dafit), n. an inter¬ 
nally parasitic plant. See also ecto- 

phyte. 
end organ, one of several specialized 

structures found at the ends of nerve 

fibers, etc. 
en-do-scope (en'daskop), n. a small. 

enigma 

cylindrical instrument used for ex¬ 
amining the interior of a bodily 
organ. 

en-do-skel-e-ton (en'doskel'itn), n. 

the internal skeleton. See also exo¬ 
skeleton. 

en-dos-mo-sis (en'dosmo'sis), n. the 
movement of a substance from an 
area of lesser concentration to an area 
of greater concentration. See also 
exosmosis. 

en-do-ther-mic (en >d5t/mr'mik), 
adj. pertaining to a chemical change 
involving the absorption of heat. See 
also exothermic. 

en-e-ma (enbms), n. the injection of 
fluid into the rectum, 

en-er-gu-men (enargyoo'man), n. 1. 
someone possessed by an evil spirit. 
2. a fanatic. 

en-er-vate (en'orvat), v. to make 
weak. 

en fa-mille (aN fame*), French, in the 
family. 

en-fant per-du (aNfaN perdY'), pi. 

en-fants per-du (aNfaN perdy'), 
French, a suicide squad, 

en-fant ter-ri-ble (aNfaN tere'bl), pi. 

en-fants ter-ri-bles (aNfaN tere'bl). 
French. a child who causes embarrass¬ 
ment because of his behavior, 

en-fleu-rage (aNfloorazH'), n. a me¬ 
thod of making perfume by exposing 
oil to the scent of flowers, 

en-ga-ge (aNgazHa'), adj. French. 

committed; involved. See also de¬ 
gage. 

en-gen-der (enjen'dar), v. to cause; 
bring about. 

en-glut (englut'), v. to gulp down; 
swallow. 

en-gorge (engorj'), v. 1. to swallow 
at great speed. 2. to fill or distend 
with blood. 

en-grail (engraK), v. to decorate the 
edge with curved indentations, 

en-gross (engrbs'), v. 1. to take all the 
attention of. 2. to copy clearly and in 
a formal manner, as a public record, 

e-nig-ma (anig'ma), n.,pl. e-nig-mas, 
e-nig-ma-ta (anig'mata). something 
that cannot be explained. —en-ig- 
mat-ic (enigmathk), adj. 
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en-join (enjoin'), v. 1. to give an 
order; command. 2. to proscribe, 

en masse (an mas'), French, all to¬ 
gether. 

en-ne-ad (en'ead), n. a group of nine, 
en-ne-a-gon (en'eagon), n. nonagon. 
en-ne-a-he-dron (en'eahe'dron), n., 
pi. en-ne-a-he-dra (en 'eahe'dra). a 
solid shape with nine surfaces, 

en-nui (anwe'), n. weariness; indif¬ 
ference, boredom. 

e-nol-o-gy (enol'aje), n. Seeoenology. 
e-nor-mi-ty (inor'mite), n. awful¬ 
ness; horribleness. 

e-no-sis (e'noses), n. Greek, political 
union, esp. that of Greece and 
Cyprus. 

e-nounce (inouns'), v. 1. to declare. 
2. to enunciate. 

en rap-port (aN rapor'), French, in 
close relation with; in agreement 
with. 

en-san-guine (ensaNG'gwin), v. to 
stain with blood. 

en-sconce (enskons'), v. to make 
snug and safe. 

en-si-form (en'saform), adj. sword¬ 
shaped. 

en-si-lage (en'salij), n. fodder stored 
in a silo. 

en-sor-cell (ensor'sal), v. to put a 
spell on. 

en suite (aN swet'), French, in a series, 
en-tab-la-ture (entab'laCHar), n. the 
part of a classical temple between the 
columns and the eaves, or an imita¬ 
tion of it. 

en-ta-ble-ment (enta'balmant), n. a 
platform over the dado of a pedestal, 

en-ta-sis (en'tasis), n. a convex out¬ 
line given to a column, etc., to make 
it appear straight. 

en-tel-e-chy (entel'ake), n. an actu¬ 
alization or manifestation as contras¬ 
ted with a possibility or potentiality. 
—en-te-lech'i-al, adj. 

en-tente (antant'), n., pi. en-tentes 
(antant'). an agreement between 
nations on a common international 
policy. 

en-tente cor-diale (antant' kor- 
dyal'), French, amicable understand¬ 
ing, as between two nations. 

en-ter-al-gia (en'taral'ja), n. intes¬ 
tinal pain. 

en-ter-ic (enter'ik), adj. of or pertain¬ 
ing to the digestive tract; intestinal. 
Also en'ter-al. 

enteric fever, typhoid, 
en-ter-i-tis (entari'tis), n. intestinal 

inflammation. 
en-ter-ol-o-gy (entarol'aje), n. a 
branch of medicine concerned with 
the intestines. 

en-ter-on (en'taron), n., pi. en-ter-a 
(en'tara). the alimentary canal, 

en-ter-or-rhex-is (en'tararek'sis), n. 
an intestinal rupture, 

en-thet-ic (ent/zet'ik), adj. brought 
in from outside, as a disease intro¬ 
duced by inoculation, 

en-to-mog-e-nous (en'tamoj'anas), 
adj. (of a fungus) living parasitically 
in or on insects. 

en-to-mol-o-gy (en'tamol'aje), n. the 
study of insects. 

en-to-moph-a-gous (en 'tamof'agas), 
adj. insect-eating; insectivorous, 

en-to-moph-i-lous (en 'tamof'alas), 
adj. pollinated by insects, as a plant, 

en-top-ic (entop'ik), adj. (of a bodily 
organ) in the normal place. See also 
ectopic. 

en-tour-age (an'tboraZH), n. servants, 
attendants. 

en-to-zo-a (entazo'a), n. pi., sing, en- 
to-zo-on (entazo'on). animals living 
parasitically inside another animal. 
—en-to-zo'ic, adj. 

en-tre-cote (aNtrakot'), n., pi. en-tre- 
cotes (aNtrakot'). a cut of steak from 
between the ribs. 

en-tree (antra'), n. 1. the act of enter¬ 
ing. 2. means of entrance or access. 
3. any food, esp. any food except a 
roast served as the main course of a 
meal. 

en-tre-mets (an'trama), n.,pl. en-tre- 
mets. 1. a side dish between principal 
courses. 2. a dessert course, 

en-tre nous (antra noo'), French 
secretly; just between the two of us. 

entrepreneur (antrapranur'), n. an 
organizer of an enterprise, esp. one 
that has some financial risk attached. 
—en-tre-pre-neur'ship, n. 
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en-tre-sol (en'tarsol), n. the mezza¬ 
nine floor. 

en-tro-py (en'trape), n. 1. the proba¬ 
bility of the frequency of occurrence 
of an event. 2. similarity; lack of 
differentiation. 

e-nu-cle-ate (inoo'kleat), v. 1. to take 
away the nucleus of. 2. to remove the 
outer covering of (a kernel, tumor, 
etc.). —adj. 3. without a nucleus, 

e-nun-ciate (inun'seat), v. to say 
clearly; proclaim. —e-nun-ci-a' 
tion, n. 

en-u-re-sis (enyare'sis), n. uninten¬ 
tional urination; incontinence, 

en-zo-ot-ic (en'zoot'ik), adj. (of dis¬ 
eases) peculiar to animals in a parti¬ 
cular area or region. See also en¬ 
demic, epidemic. 

en-zyme (en'zTm), n. any organic 
substance capable of changing other 
organic substances by acting as a 
catalyst. —en-zy-maEic, adj. 

en-zymol-O'gy (en'zImoEaje), n. the 
science of enzymes. 

E-o-cene (e'asen), adj. noting an 
epoch occurring from 40,000,000 to 
60,000,000 years ago, characterized 
by early forms of all modem animals, 

including man. 
e-o-hip-pus (e'ohip'as), n. a horse of 

the Eocene period. 
e-o-lith (e'alit/O, n. a flint shaped by 
natural forces and probably used as 
a tool by early man. —e-o-lith'ic, adj. 

e-on, ae-on (e'on), n. a period of time 
comprising at least two geologic eras, 

e-on-ism (eEanizm), n. the wearing of 
female clothes and adoption of femi¬ 

nine attitudes by a man. 
e-pact (e'pakt), n. the difference in 

length between a lunar year and a 

solar year. 
e-pan-o-dos (ipan'ados), n. the repe¬ 
tition of words or ideas in reverse 

order. 
e-pei-ric (ipErik), adj. reaching in¬ 

land, as part of the sea. 
ep-ei-rog-e-ny (ep'Iroj'ane), n. the 

vertical tilting of the earth’s crust, 

e-pergne (ipurn'). n- an often elab¬ 
orate centerpiece for a dinner table, 

e-phem-er-a (ifenEara), n., pi e- 

phem-er-as, e-phem-er-ae (ifenE- 
are). something lasting only a short 
time. —e-phem'er-al, adj. —e- 
phem-er-aEi-ty, n. 

e-phem-er-is (ifenEaris), n., pi. e- 
phe-mer-i-des (ef'amer'idez). atable 
showing the position of a heavenly 
body on regular, recurring dates. 

e-phem-er-on (iferrEaron), n., pi. 
e-phem-er-a (ifenEara), e-phem-er- 
ons. something that lives only a short 
time. 

ep-i-cene (ep'isen), adj. 1. reflecting 
both male and female characteristics. 
2. weak, feeble. 3. effeminate. —ep- 
i-cen'ism, n. 

ep-i-cen-ter (ep'isen 'tar), n. the point 
directly above the center of an earth¬ 
quake. 

ep-i-con• ti-nen• tal (epi' ikon'tanen' - 
tl), adj. in or on a continent. 

e-pic-ri-sis1 (ipik'risis), n. a critical 
study. 

ep-i-cri-sis2 (ep'ikrl'sis), n. a minor 
crisis following a major crisis. 

ep-i-crit-ic (epakriEik), adj. pertain¬ 
ing to the ability to respond to small 
variations in temperature or pain. 
See also protopathic. 

ep-i-cure (ep'akyoor), n. a person of 
fastidious tastes, esp. in eating and 

drinking. 
e-pi-cu-re-an (ep'akvbbrtEan), adj. 

1. of luxurious habits, esp. in connec¬ 
tion with food and drink. 2. befitting 

an epicure. 
Ep-i-cu-re-an-ism (ep'akyoore'- 
anizm), n. the hedonistic philosophy 
expounded by Epicurus, in which 
pleasure is the highest goal attain¬ 

able. 
ep-i-dem-ic (ep 'iderrEik), adj. affect¬ 

ing many people at the same time, as 
a disease carried from person to per¬ 
son in an area where it is not usually 
found. See also endemic, enzootic. 

ep-i-de-mi-ol-o-gy (ep'ide'meoE- 
aje), n. the study of epidemic diseases. 
—ep-i-demi-oEo-gist, n. 

ep-i-der-mis (ep'idur'mis), n. the 
outer layer of skin. —ep-i-der'moid, 

adj. 
ep-i-di-a-scope (ep'idEaskop), n. an 
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instrument for projecting the en¬ 
larged image of an opaque object. 

ep-i-gam-ic (epagam'ik), adj. attrac¬ 
tive to the opposite sex during the 
mating season, as plumage of certain 
birds. 

ep-i-gas-tric (epogas'trik), adj. per¬ 
taining to the epigastrium. 

ep-i-gas-tri-um (epagas'tream), n., 
pi. ep-i-gas-tri-a (epagas'trea). that 
part of the abdomen situated above 
the stomach. 

ep-i-ge-al (ep'ije'al), adj. (of insects) 
living near the ground, as on low 
plants. 

ep-i-gene (ep'ajen), adj. (in geology) 
originating on the surface of the earth. 
See also hypogene. 

ep-i-gen-e-sis (epajen'isis), n. the the¬ 
ory that embryonic development de¬ 
pends on an undifferentiated struc¬ 
ture becoming successively more 
differentiated. See also preforma¬ 
tion. 

e-pig-e-nous (ipij'inas), adj. (of fun¬ 
gi) growing on the surface, as of 
leaves. 

ep-i-ge-ous (epaje'as), adj. (of plants) 
growing near the ground. 

ep-i-gone (ep'agon), n. a disciple of a 
famous writer, etc., not famous in his 
own right. Also ep-i-gon (ep'agon). 

ep-i-gram (epigram), n. a cryptic, 
witty, or pointed remark. —ep-i- 

gram-mat'ic, adj. —ep-i-gram'ma- 
tist, n. 

ep-i-graph (ep'agraf), n. 1. an inscrip¬ 
tion on a monument, etc. 2. a quota¬ 
tion at the beginning of a work. 
—ep-i-graph'ic, adj. 

e-pig -ra-phy (ipig' rafe), n. 1. the study 
of inscriptions. 2. inscriptions in gen¬ 
eral; graffiti. — e-pig'ra-phist, e-pig' 
ra-pher, n. 

ep-i-late (ep'alat), v. to remove hair 
from. 

ep-i-lep-sy (ep'alepse), n. a nervous 
illness characterized by convulsions 
and ending in loss of consciousness. 
See also grand mal, petit mal. —ep- 
i-lep'tic, n., adj. 

ep-i-lim-ni-on (epalim'neon), n., pi 
ep-i-lim-ni-a (epalim'nea). a layer of 

water above the thermocline in some 
lakes. See also hypolimnion. 

ep-i-lith-ic (epalit/t'ik), adj. (ofplants) 
growing on stones. 

ep-i-logue, ep-i-log (ep'alog), n. a 
conclusion added to a novel, play, 

etc. 
ep-i-mor-pho-sis (epamor'fasis), n. 

(in segmented animals) the develop¬ 
ment of segmentation before hatch¬ 

ing. 
ep-i-nas-ty (ep'anaste), n. excessive 

grow-th on the top surface of a plant 
causing it to bend downward. 

ep-i-neph-rine (epanef'rin), n. an ad¬ 
renal hormone that causes a rise in 
blood pressure. 

ep-i-neu-ri-um (epanbor'eam),n., pi. 
ep-i-neu-ri-a (epandbrea). the sheath 
of tissue protecting the trunk of a 
nerve. 

ep-i-o-nych-i-um (ep'eonik'eam), n. 
See eponychium. 

ep-i-pas-tic (epapas'tik), adj. suitable 
as a dusting powder. 

E-piph-a-ny (ipif'ane), n. 1. a Chris¬ 
tian feast, on January 6, to commem¬ 
orate the appearance of Christ to the 
Magi. 2. (e-) (in literature) the sudden 
realization of the essential meaning 
of something. 3. (e-) (in literature) the 
symbolic representation of such a 
realization. 

ep-i-phe-nom-e-nal-ism (ep'- 
efanom'inalizm), n. the belief that 
consciousness is a secondary pheno¬ 
menon and cannot affect physiologi¬ 
cal processes. 

ep-i-phe-nom-e-non (ep'efanom'- 
anon), n. a secondary complication 
during the course of an illness. 

ep-i-phloe-dal (epafle'dl), adj. grow¬ 
ing on the bark of a tree. Also ep-i- 
phloe'dic. 

ep-i-pho-ne-ma (epafone'ma), n., pi. 

ep-i-pho-ne-mas, ep-i-phon-ne-mae 
(epafbne'me). a summary of what has 
been said before. 

e-piph-o-ra (ipif'ara), n. an overflow 
of tears due to a blockage or to exces¬ 
sive secretion. 

ep-i-phragm (ep'afram), n. a secre¬ 
tion which a snail in dry weather uses 
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to seal its shell and thus prevent dry¬ 
ing out. 

ep-i-phylax-is (epaftlak'sis), n. the 
boosting of bodily defenses against 
disease. 

ep-i'phyte (ep'afTt), n. a plant growing 
on another but not feeding parasiti- 
cally on it. 

epd'phytot'ic (epafTtot'ik), adj. (of 
a disease) destroying many plants in 
a given area at one time, 

e-pis-co-pa-cy (ipis'kapase), n. 1. the 
government of the church by bishops. 
2. the office of a bishop, 

e-pis-co-pal (ipis'kapal), adj. 1. of a 
bishop or bishops. 2. indicating all or 
part of the Anglican Church, 

e-pis-co-pal-ism (ipis'kapalizm), n. 
the vesting of ecclesiastical authority 
in the episcopal order as a whole and 
not in any individual, 

e-pis-co-pize (ipis'kaplz), v. to create 
a bishop of. 

e-pis-co-tist-er, e-pis-ko-tist-er 
(ipis'katistar), n. a solid disk with a 
segment missing, thus allowing the 
passage of flashes of light when ro¬ 
tated in front of a light source, 

ep-i-spas-tic (epaspas'tik), adj. caus¬ 

ing a blister. 
e-pis-ta'sis (ipis'tasis), n.,pl. e-pis-ta* 

ses (ipis'tasez). 1. (in genetics) the 
interaction between nonallelic genes. 
2. (in medicine) blockage of a dis¬ 

charge. 
epd'Stax-is (ep'istak'sis), n. a nose¬ 

bleed. 
epd-steTnic (ep'iste'mik), adj. per¬ 
taining to knowledge, 

e-pis-te-mol-o-gy (ipis'tamol'aje), n. 

a branch of philosophy concerned 
with human knowledge and its limita¬ 

tions. 
e-pis-to-lar-y (ipis'taler'e), adj. car¬ 

ried on in letters, as epistolary orders. 
e-pis-tO'lize (ipis'tallz), v. to write a 

letter to (someone), 
e-pis-to-log-ra-phy (ipis'talog'rafe), 

n. the art of letter writing, 
e-pit-a-sis (ipit^asis), n. (in ancient 

drama) the portion in which the main 
action develops. See also catastasis, 

catastrophe, protasis. 

epd-thada-mi-on (epa/Aala'mean), 
n., pi. ep-i-tha-la-mi-a (epat/zala'- 
mes). a poem or song to celebrate a 
marriage. Also ep-i-tha-la'mi-um. 

ep-i-the-li-cma (epat/je'leo'ma), «., 
pi. ep-i-thedro-ma-ta (epzthe'Xeb1 - 
mata), epd-thedro-mas. a cancer of 
the cells that line blood vessels, etc. 

epd-thedi-um (epat^e'leam), n., pi. 
ep-i’the'li'ums, epd-thedi-a. any 
protective tissue, as the epidermis. 
—epd-the'lral, adj. —epd-the'li- 
oid, adj. 

ep-i-thedi-za-tion (ep3the 'laza'- 
SHan), n. the forming of epithelium, 

epd-thet (ep'at/zet), n. a word or 
phrase ascribing an attribute to some¬ 
one or something, as Ivan the Terrible. 

e-pit-o-me (ipit'ame), n. a summary, 
e-pit-o-mize (ipit'amlz), v. to be typi¬ 

cal of; typify. 
epd-zcvon (ep'izd'an), n., pi. epd* 

zo-a (epdzo'a). an external parasite. 
—epd-zodc, adj. 

epd-zo-otdc (ep'izoot'ik), adj. (of a 
disease) prevalent amongst animals 
for a short time. 

ep-hzo-o-ty (epdzo'ate), n. an epi¬ 
zootic disease. 

e plu-ri-bus unum {V ploor'abas 
yooffiam), Latin, one out of the many: 
the motto of the U.S. 

ep-och (ep'ak), n. any of several divi¬ 
sions of a geological period. 

ep-o-nychd*um (epanik'eam), n. a 
layer of skin that covers the nails of a 
fetus and that becomes the cuticle 
after birth. Also epionychium. 

ep-o-nym (ep'anim), n. a real or fic¬ 
titious person whose name is adopted 
by a tribe or nation. —ep’on-ymous 
(epon'amas), adj. 

ep onyray (epon'ame), n. the mak¬ 

ing of names from eponyms. 
ep'OX'y (epok^se), n. any substance, 

esp. a powerful cement, made by 
polymerization from certain chemi¬ 

cals. Also epoxy resin. 
ep-UTa-tion(epy3ra,SH3n),w.apurge, 

as of officials suspected of treachery, 
eq’ua-ble (e^wabal), adj. uniform; 

unvarying. 
e-quald-tard-an (ikwol 'ater'ean), 
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adj. pertaining to the doctrine that all 

men are equal. 
e-qua-nim-i-ty (ekwanim'ite), n. 

calmness; composure; serenity. —e- 
quan-i-mous (ikwanffimss), adj. 

eq-uer-ry (ek^ware), n. an officer in 
charge of the horses of a royal house¬ 

hold. 
e-qui-dis-tant (ekwadis'tint), adj. at 

equal distances from, 
e-qui-form (e'kwsform), adj. with 
the same shape or serving the same 
purpose. Also e-qui-form'al. 

e-qui-lat-er-al (e'kwalat'aral), adj. 
with all sides of equal length, 

e-quil-i-brant (ikwil'abrant), n. a 
force or forces that counterbalance, 

e-qui-li-brate (ikwil'abrat), v. to bal¬ 
ance; to cause to balance equally, 

e-quil-i-brist (ikwilffibrist), n. some¬ 
one skilled at balancing, as a tight¬ 
rope performer. 

e-qui-noc-tial (ekwanok'sHal), adj. 
pertaining to the equal length of day 
and night. 

e-qui-nox (e'kwanoks), n. the time 
when night and day are of equal 
length everywhere, occurring about 
March 21 and September 22. 

eq-ui-page (ek'wapij), n. 1. a horse- 
drawn carriage. 2. all of the equip¬ 
ment or furnishings, as of a home or 
military unit, considered together, 

e-qui-poise (e'kwapoiz), n. an equal¬ 
ity of force or weight; balance, 

e-qui-pol-lent (ekwapol'ant), adj. 
equally effective in force or meaning; 
equivalent. 

e-qui-pon-der-ance (ekwapon'dar- 
ans), n. equality of weight, 

e-qui-pon-der-ate (ekwapon'darat), 
v. to counterbalance; equal in im¬ 
portance. 

e-qui-po-tent (ekwapo'tnt), adj. 
equally powerful. 

e-qui-prob-a-ble (ekwaprob'abal), 
adj. equally probable, 

e-qui-ro-tal (ekwaro'tl), adj. with 
wheels of equal size, 

eq-ui-ta-ble (ek'witabal), adj. fair, 
just. 

eq-ui-ta-tion (ek'wita'sHan), n. the 
art or act of horseback riding. 
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e-quiv-o-cal (ikwiv'akal), adj. ambi¬ 
guous; with various meanings, as an 

equivocal reply. 
e-quiv-o-cate (ikwivffikat), v. to speak 

in a deliberately vague manner. —e- 
quiv-o-ca'tion, n. 

eq-ui-voque, eq-ui-voke (ek'wavok), 
n. an ambiguous phrase or amusing 

play on words. 
e-ra-di-ate (ira'deat), v. to radiate. 

—e-ra-di-a'tion, n. 
er-e-mite (er'amlt), n. a hermit, 
er-e-moph-i-lous (eramof'alas), adj. 
inhabiting a desert, 

er-e-mo-phyte (erffimhfTt), n. a desert 

plant. 
er-e-thism (er'at/zizm), n. an exces¬ 

sive stimulation of any organ or tissue, 
erg (urg), n. a unit for measuring 
energy or work. 

erg (erg), n. any large expanse of 
sand, as a desert, 

er-gate (ur'gat), n. a worker ant. 
er-go-graph (ur'gagraf), n. a device 

for recording the amount of work 
done when a muscle contracts, 

er-go-nom-ics (urganom'iks), n. the 
science of making the job fit the work¬ 
er; study of men at work; biotech¬ 
nology. 

er-gos-ter-ol (urgos'tarol), n. a sub¬ 
stance, found in yeast, that is con¬ 
verted into vitamin D when subjected 
to ultraviolet light. 

er-i-ce-tic-o-lous (erasatik'alas), adj. 
living in or on a heath, 

er-is-tic (eris'tik), adj. controversial. 
Also er-is'ti-cal. 

erl-king (urlffiiNG), n. a mischievous 
spirit. 

erne, em (urn), n. a sea eagle. 
e-rod-ent(ir5,dnt), adj. erosive; caus¬ 

ing erosion. 

e-rog-e-nous (iroj'anas), adj. sensi¬ 
tive to sexual stimulation, 

e-rose (iros'), adj. uneven, as from 
the effects of erosion, 

e-ro-to-gen-e-sis (irb'tajen'isis), n. 
the stimulation of erotic impulses. 
—e-ro-to-gen'ic, adj. 

e-ro-to-ma-ni-a (ir5 'tama'nea), n. an 
abnormally powerful sexual desire, 

er-rat-ic (irat'ik), adj. 1. eccentric, un- 
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usual. 2. without aim; with no fixed 

course. 

er-rhine (er'In), adj. 1. made to be 

sniffed into the nose. 2. causing dis¬ 

charges from the nose, 

er-satz (er'zats), adj. artificial; used 

as a substitute for a superior, usually 

natural, product. 

er-u-bes-cent (er'dobes'ant), adj. be¬ 

coming red. 

e-ru-ci-form (iroo'saform), adj. like 

a caterpillar. 

eTUCt (irukt'), v. to belch. Also e-ruc- 
tate (iruk'tat). 

e-rum-pent (irum'pant), adj. burst¬ 

ing out or from. 

er-y-sip-e-las (er'isipblas), n. an in¬ 

fectious disease causing inflamma¬ 

tion of the skin. 

er-y-the-ma (erat/ie'ma), n. a condi¬ 

tion in which the skin is abnormally 

red. 

e-ryth-rism (irith'rizm), n. an un¬ 

usual redness, as of hair, 

e-ryth-ro-cyte (irit/z'rasit), n. a red 

blood cell, carrying oxygen to tissue 

and taking carbon dioxide away, 

e-ryth-ro-cy-tom-e-ter (irith'rosl- 

tom'itar), n. an instrument for count¬ 

ing red blood cells, 

e-ryth-ro-my-cin (irit/z'rSml'sin), n. 

an antibiotic. 

e-ryth-ro-pho-bi-a (irit/i'rafS'bea), n. 

an abnormal fear of anything red, or 

of blushing. 
e-ryth-ro-poi-e-sis (irith 'ropoie'sis), 

n. the production of erythrocytes, 

e-ryth-ro-poi-e-tin (irith 'ropoie'tin), 

n. a substance that stimulates produc¬ 

tion of red blood cells in bone marrow, 

es-ca-lade (esk3lad,)> n- the climbing 

up by means of ladders, 

es-ca-late (es'kolat), v. 1. to intensify, 

as a war. 2. to rise or descend, as on 

an escalator. — es-ca-la'tion, n. 

es-carp (eskarpt), n- the inner slope 

of a ditch; any steep slope, 

es-carp-ment (eskarp'mant), n. a 

ridge of high land like a cliff, 

es-char (estkar), n. a scab, esp. one 

formed from a burn, 

es-cha-rot-ic (eskarot'ik), adj. caus¬ 

ing an eschar; caustic. 

es-cha-tol-o-gy (eskatolbje), n. any 

doctrine dealing with future or final 

matters, such as death. —es-cha-tol' 
o-gist, n. 

es-cheat (escHeE), n. the reversion of 
property to the state or crown when 
no legal heir or inheritor exists, 

es-chew (esCHob'), v. to avoid; shun, 
es-cri-toire (es/kritwar,)) n. a writing 

desk. 
es-crow (es'kro), n. a written agree¬ 

ment lodged with a third person and 

handed over when certain conditions 

have been fulfilled, 

es-cu-lent (es'kyalant), adj. edible, 

es-cutch-eon (eskuCH'an), n. a shield 

that bears a coat of arms, 

es-ne (ez'ne), n. (in Anglo-Saxon 

England) a laborer, 

e-soph-a-ge-al, oe-soph-a-ge-al 
(isof'ajebl), adj. of or pertaining to 

the esophagus. 

esophageal speech, a method of pro¬ 

ducing sounds without using the 

larynx. 

e-soph-a-gi-tis (isofbjEtis), n. in¬ 

flammation of the esophagus, 

e-soph-a-gus, oe-soph-a-gus (isof'- 

agas), n., pi. e-soph-a-gi, oe-soph-a-gi 
(isof'ajl). the tubular connection be¬ 

tween the mouth and the stomach, 

es-o-ter-ic (esater'ik), adj. intended 

for or intelligible to only the initiated 

few. 

es-o-ter-i-ca (esater'ika), n. pi. things 

meant only for the initiated few. 

es-pal-ier (espaEyar), n. 1. a flat trellis 

on which plants, esp. fruit trees, are 

grown. —v. 2. to train on an espalier, 

es-per-ance (es'parans), n. hope, 

es-pi-al (espl'al), n. the act of spying; 

an observing. 

es-pla-nade (esplanad'), n. any pub¬ 

lic spaces, esp. one for the public to 

walk or drive on. 

es-pous-al (espou'zal), n. the taking 

up of a cause. 

es-pres-so (espres'b), n. coffee made 

by forcing boiling water through 

ground coffee beans under pressure, 

es-prit (espre,)I n. sharp intelligence 

or spirit. 

es-prit de corps (espre' da kor'), a 
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feeling of common interest uniting a 

group of people. 
e-squa-mate (eskwa'mat), adj. with¬ 

out scales. 
Es-tab-lish-ment (estab'lisHmant), n. 

the existing authority in an institu¬ 
tion or state. 

es-ta-fette (estafet'), n. a courier on 
horseback. 

es-ta-mi-net (estamene'), n.,pl. es-ta- 
mi-nets (estamene'), French, a small 
cafe. 

es-the-sia, aes-the-sia (est/ze'zHo), 
n. sensitivity; ability to feel, 

es-the-si-om-e-ter (esf/ze'zeom'itar), 
n. a device to measure the degree of 
tactile sensitivity. 

es • the -si om -e -try (es the 'zeom' itre), 

n. the process of using an esthesiom- 

eter. 

es-the-sis, aes-the-sis (esthe'sis), n. 

feeling; sensation, 

es-thete (es'thet), n. See aesthete, 
es-thet-ic (est/zet'ik), adj. See aes¬ 
thetic. 

es-ti-ma-ble (es'tamabal), adj. wor¬ 
thy of respect. 

es-ti-val, aes-ti-val (es'taval), adj. of 
the summer. 

es-ti-vate, aes-ti-vate (es'tavat), v. to 
pass the summer, as in a certain place. 
—es-ti-va'tion, aes-ti-va'tion, n. 

es-to-ca-da (estaka'da), n. a sword 
thrust intended to kill the bull in bull¬ 
fighting. 

es-trade (estrad'), n. a low platform, 
es-tray (estra'), n. something which 

has gone astray. 

es-treat (estret'), n. a copy of all or of 
part of a written record, 

es-tro-gen, oes-trogen (es'trajan), 
n. any female hormone causing an 
estrus in immature animals. —es-tro- 
gen'ic, adj. 

es-trus, oes-trus (es'tras), n. a period 

of female sexual heat. —es-trous, 
oes-trous (es'tras), adj. 

es-tu-a-rine (es'CHooarln), adj. 

formed in, found in, or pertaining to 

estuaries. 

es-tu-ar-y (es'CHooere), n. an area at 

a rivermouth where the current of the 

river meets the tide of the sea. 
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e-su-ri-ent (isoor'eant), adj. greedy; 

voracious. 

e-ta-gere (atazHer'), n., pi. e-ta-geres 
(atazHer'). French, open shelves used 

for storing bric-a-brac, 

et-a-mine (et'amen), n. light, loosely 

woven cloth of cotton or similar 

fabric. 

et-a-oin shrd-lu (et'eoin SHurd'loo), 

letters produced from the first two 

vertical rows of keys on the left of a 

Linotype machine and used as a 

temporary marker, 

e-the-re-al, ae-the-re-al (fi/zer'eal), 

adj. 1. delicate; tenuous. 2. celestial; 

spiritual. 

eth-ic (et/z'ik), n. moral values charac¬ 

terizing a culture or tribe, 

eth-i-cal (et/z'ikal), adj. (of drugs) 

sold only when prescribed, 

eth-narch (et/z'nark), n. a ruler, as of 

a tribe or nation. 

eth-nar-chy (e</z'narke), n. the gov¬ 

ernment or rule of an ethnarch. 

eth-nic (et/z'nik), adj. characteristic 

of a group, esp. a racial group, 

eth-no-cen-trism (eth 'nbsen'trizm), 

n. a feeling that one’s own group is 

superior to any other, 

eth-noc-ra-cy (et/znok'rase), n. rule 

by a certain ethnic group, 

eth-nog-e-ny (et/znoj'ane), n. the 

study of the origin of distinctive 

groups or tribes. 

eth-nog-ra-phy (et/znog'rafe), n. a 

study of characteristics of races of 

men and their cultures, 

eth-no-lin-guis-tics (eth 'noliNG- 

gwis'tiks), n. the study of language 

within a culture, and the effect on the 

culture. 

eth-nol-o-gy (et/mol'aje), n. the study 

of the origins, development, etc., of 

the races of mankind, 

eth-no-mu-si-col-o-gy (eth'no- 
myoo'zikol'aje), n. the study of pri¬ 

mitive music and its cultural back¬ 

ground. 

e-thol-o-gy (et/mol'aje), n. the study 

of animal behavior in relation to 

habitat. 

e-thos (e't/zos), n. the basic charac¬ 

teristics of a culture. 



105 eury thermal 

e-ti-o-late (e'tealat), v. to make 
(plants) white by denying light, 

e-ti-ol-o-gy, ae-ti-ol-ogy (e'teol'aje), 
n. any study of causes, esp. of causes 
of disease. 

et-y-mol-o-gize (etamol'ajlz), v. to 
trace (a word) historically, 

et-y-mol-o-gy (etamoEaje), n. the 
study of the derivation and history of 
a word. 

et-y-mon(et'amon), n.,pl. et-y-mons, 
etyma (et'ama). a linguistic form 
giving rise to another form histori¬ 
cally, as Latin luna, “moon” is the 
etymon of English lunar. 

Eu-clid-e-an geometry (yobklid'- 
ean), geometry based on Euclid’s 
theory, esp. the postulate that only 
one line may be drawn through a 
given point parallel to a given line. 
See also hyperbolic geometry, Rie- 
mannian geometry, 

eu de-mon, eu-dae-mon (yoode'- 

man), n. a beneficial demon, 
eu-de-mo-ni'a, eu-dacmcni-a 

(ydd'demd'nea), n. happiness. —eu- 
de-mon-ic, eu-dae-mon-ic (yoo'di- 

mon'ik), adj. 

eu-de-mon-ics, eu-dae-mon-ics 
(yoo'dimon'iks), n. the art of being 

happy. 
eu-de-mon-ism, eu-dae-mon-ism 

(yoode'manizm), n. the theory that 
correct actions produce happiness. 
—eu-de'mon-isbeu-dae'mon-istjW. 

eu-gen-ic (yoojen'ik), adj. connected 
with improving the type of offspring 
produced. See also dysgenic. 

eu-gen-ics (yoojen'iks), n. the science 
of improving the human race by care¬ 
ful choice of parents. —eu-gen'ic, 
adj. —eu-gen'i-cist, n. 

eu-gon-ic (yoogon'ik), adj. (of bac¬ 
teria) living on artificial foodstuffs, 

eu-he-mer-ism (yoohe'marizm), n. 

the theory that the mythologies of 
various gods came from the stories 

of dead heroes. 
eu-lo-gize (yoo'lajTz), v. to praise 

highly; extol. 
eu-lo-gy (yooMaje), n., pi. eu-lo-gies. 
a speech or writing showing high 
praise for someone or something. 

Also eu-lo-gi-um (yoolo'jeam). —eu- 
lo-gisfiic, adj. —eu'lo-gist, n. 

eu-no-my (yod'name), n. good order 
due to just government and just laws, 

eu-pep-sia (yoopep'sHa), n. normal, 
good, digestion. Also eu'pep-sy. See 
also dyspepsia. 

eu-phe-mismfydd'famizm),«. amild 

expression to replace an ugly or hurt¬ 
ful one, as gone to rest for to die. —eu- 
phe-mist'ic, adj. 

eu-pho-nize (ydd'fanlz), v. to render 
pleasing to the ear. 

eu-pho-ny (yoo'fane), n. pleasant to 
hear; smooth pleasant enunciation 
of sounds. See also cacophony. —eu- 
phon'ic, adj. —eu-pho-ni-ous (yoo- 
fo'neas), adj. 

eu-pho-ri-a (ydofor'ea), n. an abnor¬ 
mal, unreal state of happiness, 

eu-phu-ism (yoo'fyooizm), n. an or¬ 
nate style of language or writing, 

eu-plas-tic (yodplas'tik), adj. able to 
be made into organized tissue, 

eup-ne-a, eup-noe-a (yddpnc'a), n. 

normal breathing. See also dyspnea, 
eu-po-tam-ic (yodpatam'ik), adj. in¬ 
habiting fresh water, 

eu-rhyth-mics, eu-ryth-mics (yoo- 
riTH'miks), n. an interpretation of 
musical rhythms by body move¬ 
ments. —eu-rhyth'mic, eu-ryth' 

mic, adj. 

eu-rhyth-my, 0^^111-1^^000™'- 

me), n. a rhythmical motion, 
eu-ri-pus (yoori'pas), n., pi. eu-ri-pi 

(yodrl'pT). a strait, esp. with a strong 

current. 
eu-ri-ther-mo-phil-ic (yoor'at/iur'- 

mafil'ik), adj. (of bacteria) multiply¬ 
ing up to temperatures of 60°C. 

Eu-ro-dol-lars (ydor'adol'arz), n. pi. 

U.S. dollars used as international 

money in European banks. 
European plan, a hotel plan in which 

the fixed daily charge covers only 
lodging and service. See also Ameri¬ 

can plan. 
eu-ry-ha-line (ydoraha'lTn), adj. cap¬ 

able of existing in an environment 
where the salinity varies greatly. See 

also stenohaline. 
eu-ry-ther-mal (yborat/mr'mal), adj. 



eurytopic 

capable of withstanding great tem¬ 
perature variations. See also steno¬ 

thermal. 
eu-ry-top-ic (ydoratop'ik), adj. cap¬ 
able of withstanding wide variations 
in climate, humidity, etc. See also 
steno topic. 

eu-sta-cy (yoo'stase), n. a change of 
sea level throughout the world, 

eu-tha-na-sia (yoot/iana'zHo), n. the 
killing of an incurably ill person. Also 
mercy killing. 

eu-then-ics (yoot/zen'iks), n. a science 
concerned with improving human 
conditions by improving their sur¬ 
roundings. 

eu-ther-mic (yoot/mr'mik), adj. pro¬ 
ducing heat. 

eu-to-ci-a (yooto'sHea), n. normal 
childbirth. 

eu-troph-ic (ycibtrof'ik), adj. 1. being 
in a condition of healthy develop¬ 
ment. 2. (of lakes) supporting many 
nutrients inducing dense plant 
growth. —eu'tro-phy, n. 

e-vag-i-nate (ivaj'anat), v. (of a tubu¬ 
lar organ) to turn inside out. 

ev-a-nesce (evanes'), v. to fade slow¬ 
ly. —eva-nes'cent, adj. 

e-van-gel-i-cal (e'vanjel'ikal), adj. 
being ardently enthusiastic about a 
cause. Also e-van-gel'ic. —e-van- 
gel'i-cal-ly, adv. 

e-van-ge-lism (ivan'jalizm), n. the 
dissemination of the gospel; activity 
of a missionary. —e-van'ge-list, n. 

e-va-se (avaza'), adj. wider at the top, 
as a vase. 

e-vec-tion (ivek'sHan), n. a recurring 
irregularity in the motion of the 
moon owing to the attraction of the 
sun. 

ever-normal granary, surplus farm 
produce bought by the state, both to 
stabilize prices and to guard against 
shortages. 

e-ver-si-ble (ivur'sabal), adj. able to 
be everted, or turned inside out. 

e-vert (ivurt^), v. to turn to the out¬ 
side, or inside out. —e-ver'sion, n. 

e-ver-tor (ivur'tar), n. a muscle by 
which a part or parts are turned to¬ 
ward the outside. 
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ev-i-ta-ble (ev'itabal), adj. that can be 

avoided or missed. 
ev-o-ca-ble (ev'akabal), adj. that can 
be evoked or drawn forth, 

ev-o-ca-tion (evaka'SHan), n. the pro¬ 
cess of summoning forth; calling 
forth; bringing to mind. —e-voc-a- 
tive (ivok'ativ), adj. 

e-volve (ivolv^), v. 1. to develop slowly 
as by evolution; come slowly into 
being. 2. to give off, as a vapor, 

e-vul-sion (ivul'sHan), n. the act of 
pulling out; extracting; ripping out 

by force. 
ev-zone (ev'zon), n. an infantryman 

of a crack corps in the Greek army, 
ex-ac-er-bate (igzas'arbat), v. to in¬ 
tensify the irritation or virulence of. 

ex-ac-tion (igzak'sHan), n. extortion. 
ex-an-i-mate(igzan,3mit),a£f7‘. 1. life¬ 

less; dead. 2. disheartened, 
ex-a-rate (ek'sarat), adj. (of a pupa) 
with free wings, antennae, and legs. 
See also obtect. 

ex-cau-date (eksko'dat), adj. with¬ 
out a tail; ecaudate, 

ex-cerp-ta (iksurp'ta), n. pi. extracts 
from or summaries of a longer w-ork. 

excess-profits tax, a tax on profits 
made beyond the average return on 
capital. 

ex-cide (iksld'), v. to cut out. 
ex-cip-i-ent (iksip'eant), n. an inac¬ 
tive, adhesive substance used to bind 
together the constituents of pills, etc. 

ex-cise (iksTz')! v. to cut out. 
ex-ci-to-mo-tor (iksl'tamo'tar), adj. 
causing increased motor activity. 
Also ex-ci-tomo-tor-y (iksI,t^m6,- 
tare). 

ex-ci-tor (iksl'tar), n. a nerve that, 
when stimulated, causes greater ac¬ 
tion. 

ex-clave (eks'klav), n. a part of a 
country totally surrounded by the 
territory of another nation. See also 
enclave. 

ex-clo-sure (iksklo'zHar), n. an area 
defended by fences, etc., against all 
intruders. 

ex-cog-i-tate (ekskoj'itat), v. to think 
out; study carefully to understand 
completely. 
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ex-com-mu-ni-cate (ekskomyoo'- 
nokat), v. to deny (someone) the sa¬ 
craments of the church. —ex-corn- 
mu-ni-ca'tion, n. 

ex-co-ri-ate (ikskor'eat), v. to take the 
skin from; peel. —ex-co-ri-a'tion, n. 

ex-cor-ti-cate (ekskor'takat), v. to 
husk; peel the bark from. 

ex-cul-pate (ek'skulpat), v. to free 
from blame. 

ex-cur-sive (ikskur'siv), adj. digres¬ 
sive in speech. 

ex-cur-sus (ekskur'sas), n.,pl. ex-cur- 
sus-es, ex-cur-sus. 1. a detailed dis¬ 
cussion of something in a book. 2. a 
written digression. 

ex-curved (eks'kurvd), adj. curving 
outward; convex. Also ex'cur-vate. 

ex dividend, not includingthe recent¬ 
ly declared dividend. See also cum 

dividend. 
ex-e-cra-ble (ek'sokrabal), adj. hor¬ 

rible; detestable; accursed. 
ex-e-crate (ek'sakrat), v. 1. to hate; 
detest; loathe. 2. to damn; curse. 
—ex-e-cra'tion, n. 

ex-e-ge-sis (ek'sije'sis), n., pi. ex-e- 
ge-ses (ek'sije'sez). a critical expla¬ 
nation, esp. of the Scriptures. —ex-e- 
get'ic, adj. 

exemplary damages, damages 
awarded in excess of fair compensa¬ 
tion to punish a plaintiff for reckless 
behavior. See also compensatory 

damages. 
ex-em-plum (igzem'plam), n.,pl. ex- 
em-pla (igzem'pla). a story illustrat¬ 

ing a moral point. 
ex-en-ter-ate (eksen'torat), v. to dis¬ 

embowel. 
ex-e-qua-tur (eksokwa'tar), n. writ¬ 
ten permission given to a consul by 
the state where he is resident autho¬ 
rizing him to carry on his functions. 

ex-e-quy (ek'sokwe), n. obsequy; fu¬ 

neral ceremony. 
ex-er-gon-ic (eksorgon'ik), adj. not¬ 

ing a biochemical process that frees 
energy during reaction. See also en- 

dergonic. 
ex fa-ci-e (eks fl^SHee) (of a document 

in law) presumably; apparently; on 

the face of it. 

exogamy 

exfac-to(eksfak,to), Latin, according 
to fact. 

ex-hort (^ort'), v. to urge; admo¬ 
nish. —ex-hor-ta'tion, n. —ex-hor' 
ta-tive, adj. 

ex-hume (^zoom'), v. to dig up, esp. 
a body, from the earth. 

ex-i-gent, ex-i-geant (ek'sijant), adj. 
urgent; pressing. 

ex-i-gen-cy (ek'sijanse), n. 1. a state 
of emergency; urgency or strong ne¬ 
cessity. 2. (usually pi.) the needs or 
demands arising as a-result of a parti¬ 
cular circumstance, as exigencies of 
travel. 

ex-i-gi-ble (ek'sijabal), adj. demand- 
able; capable of being exacted. 

ex-i-gu-ous (igzig'yooas), adj. small; 

scanty; slender. 
ex-im-i-ous (egzim'eas), adj. out¬ 
standing; eminent. 

ex-is-ten-tial-ism (eg'zisten'sHa- 
lizm), n. the theory that man forms 
his essence from his deeds. —ex-is- 
ten'tial-ist, n., adj. 

existential psychology, a psycho¬ 
logy based only on existent data. 

ex-o-cen-tric (ek'sosen'trik), adj. 
with a different syntactic function 
than any of its constituents, as “in the 
house” which has a different func¬ 
tion from the noun “house.” See also 
endocentric. 

ex-o-crine (ek'sakrin), adj. secreting 
externally. See also endocrine. 

exocrine gland, any gland secreting 

externally. 
ex-o-don-tics (eksadon'tiks), n. a 
branch of dentistry concerned with 
the extraction of teeth. —ex-o-don' 

tist, n. 
ex-o-dus (ek'sadas), n. 1. a leaving; 
migration. 2. The Exodus, the migra¬ 
tion of the Israelites from Egypt, led 

by Moses. 
ex-o-er-gic (ek'sour'jik), adj. (in che¬ 
mistry) denoting a reaction in which 
energy is liberated. See also endo- 

ergic. 
ex of-fi-ci-o (eks afisH'eo). in the 
capacity of one holding an official 

position. 
ex-og-a-my (eksog'ame), n. marriage 



exogenous 108 

outside a specified group. See also 

endogamy. 
ex-og-e-nous (eksoj'anas), adj. with 

an external origin. 
ex-o-path-ic (eksapat/?'ik), adj. (of a 

disease) externally caused, 
ex-o-pha-sia(ek'sofa'zHa),«. normal, 
voiced speech. See also endophasia. 

ex-o-ra-ble (ek'sarabal), adj. able to 

be persuaded. 
ex-or-cise (ek'sorslz), v. to attempt to 

expel an evil presence by religious 
ceremonies. —ex'or-cism, n. —ex' 
or-cist, n. 

ex-or-di-um (igzor'deam), n., pi. ex- 
or-di-ums, ex-or-di-a (igzor'dea). a 
beginning. 

ex-o-skel-e-ton (ek'soskel'itn), n. a 
hard, external covering, as that of an 
insect, turtle, etc. See also endo- 
skeleton. 

ex-os-mo-sis (ek'sosmo'sis), n. 1. os¬ 
mosis from the inside to the outside. 
2. (in osmosis) movement from an 
area of high density to one of low 
density. Also ex-os-mosef See also 
endosmosis. 

ex-o-sphere (ek'sosfer7), n. the top¬ 
most layer of the atmosphere, 

ex-o-ter-ic (eksater'ik), adj. appropri¬ 
ate for general dissemination, 

ex-o-ter-i-ca (eksater'aka), n. exoteric 
ideas, etc. 

ex-o-ther-mic (ek'sot/nr'mik), adj. 
pertaining to a chemical change in¬ 
volving the giving off of heat. See also 
endothermic. 

ex par-te (eks par'te), from" one side 
only, as in a dispute, 

ex-pa-ti-ate (ekspa'treat), v. to en¬ 
large upon. 

ex-pec-to-rant (ikspek'tarant), adj. 
inducing fluid, as saliva or mucus, to 
flow from the respiratory tract, 

ex-pec-to-rate (ikspek'tarat), v. to 
spit; to cough up from the lungs. 
—ex-pec • to-ra'tion, n. 

ex-pe-di-ent (ikspe'deant), adj. 1. 
suitable; advantageous. —n. 2. the 
means to an end; a necessary action. 
—ex -pe -di -en • tial (ik spe' deen 'sHal) , 
adj. —ex-pe'di-en-cy, n. 

ex-ped-i-tate (eksped'itat), v. to re¬ 

move the claws or pads of (a hound) 
to discourage its deer chasing. —ex- 
ped-i-ta'tion, n. 

ex-pe-di-tious (ekspadisH'as), adj. 

quick; fast; speedy, 
ex-pe-ri-en-tial (iksper'een'sHal), 

adj. acquired through experience, 

ex-per-tise (eksportez'), n. skill; ex¬ 
pert knowledge. 

ex-pi-ate (ek'speat), v. to make 
amends for. —ex-pi-a'tion, n. 

ex-pla-nate (eks'planat), adj. flat¬ 
tened out; spread. 

ex-plant (eksplant'), v. to put living 
tissue into a culture medium, 

ex-ple-tive (eks'plativ), adj. 1. (of 
words) without real meaning but for 
emphasis; serving to fill up a sen¬ 
tence. —n. 2. a profane word or oath, 

ex-pli-can-dum (eksplakan'dam), «., 
pi. ex-pli-can-da (eksplakan'da). 
something to be explained, as a philo¬ 
sophical term. 

ex-pli-cans (eks'plakanz), «., pi. ex- 
pli-can-ti-a (eks'plakan'CHea). the 
meaning of a term, as in philosophy, 

ex-pli-cate (eks'plakat), v. to make 
clear. —ex-pli-ca'tion, n. 

ex-pli-ca-tion de texte (ekspleka- 
syoN da tekst'), pi- ex-pli-ca-tions de 
texte (eksplekasyoN da tekst'), 
French, literary criticism involving 
analysis with emphasis on language, 
style, and content to explain the 
meaning and symbolism of the inte¬ 
grated whole. 

ex-plic-it (iksplis'it), adj. completely 
expressed; plainly stated. See also 
implicit. 

ex-pos-i-tor (ikspoz'itar), n. someone 
who provides an explanation, 

ex post fac-to (eks' post fak'to), from 
or by subsequent action; subse¬ 
quently. 

ex-pos-tu-late (ikspos'cHalat), v. to 
protest, remonstrate. —ex-pos-tu-la' 
tion, n. 

ex-pro-pri-ate (eksprb'preat), v. to 
take over esp. by the state for 
the public benefit. —ex-pro-pri-a' 
tion, n. 

ex-pugn-a-ble (ekspyoo'nabal), adj. 
defeatable, conquerable. 
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ex-punc-tion (ikspuNGk'sHan), n. an 
erasion; an act of expunging, 

ex-pur-gate (eks'pargat), v. to remove 
offensive parts from (a book), 

ex-san-gui-nate (ekssaNG'gwanat), v. 
to take the blood from, 

ex-san-guine (ekssaNG'gwin), adj. 
anemic. 

ex-san-guin-ous (ekssaNG'gwanas), 
adj. bloodless; anemic, 

ex-scind (eksindO, v. to cut out; 
destroy. 

ex-sect (eksekt'), v. to cut out. 
ex-sert (eksurt'), v. to thrust out; 

project. 
ex-sic-cate (ek'sakat), v. to dry; de¬ 
hydrate. 

ex-tant (ek'stant), adj. remaining; still 
in existence. 

ex-ten-sile (iksten'sal), adj. able to 
be extended. 

ex-ten-sion (iksten'sHan), n. (in logic) 

a class of things that can be covered 
by one term, as Hamlet and Death of 
a Salesman can be classed as “trag¬ 
edy.” Also extent. See also inten¬ 

sion. 
ex-ten-som-e-ter (eks'tensom'itar), 

n. a device for measuring extremely 
small amounts of expansion, 

ex-ten-sor (iksten'sar), n. a muscle 
which stretches or straightens part of 

the body. 
ex-ten-u-ate (iksten'yooat), v. to 

show an offense, etc., to be less seri¬ 
ous. —ex-ten-u-a'tion, n. 

ex-tern (eks'turn), n. someone con¬ 
nected with an institution but not 

living in it. See also intern, 
ex-ter-o-cep-tor (ekstarasep'tar), n. 

a reteptor responsive to outside sti¬ 
muli. —ex-ter-o-cep'tive, adj. 

ex-tir-pate (ek'starpat), v. to uproot; 
destroy totally. —ex-tir-pa'tion, n. 

ex-tor-tion (ikstor'sHan), n. to exact 
from someone illegally, as by threat, 
violence, illegal use of authority of an 

office, etc. 
ex-tor-tion-ate (ikstor'snamt), adj. 

excessive; exorbitant; amounting to 

extortion. 
ex-trac-tive (ekstrak'tiv), adj. serv¬ 

ing to extract; able to be extracted. 

ex-tra-dite (eks'tradlt), v. to hand 
over (a criminal, etc.) to another na¬ 
tion. —ex'tra-dit-a-ble, adj. —ex¬ 
tra -di-tion (ekstradisH^an), n. 

ex-tra-ga-lac-tic (ek'stragalak'tik), 
adj. beyond the Milky Way. 

ex-tra-mar-i-tal (ek'stramar'itl), adj. 
pertaining to sexual relations with a 
person other than one’s wife or hus¬ 
band. 

ex-tra-mun-dane (ek'stramun'dan), 
adj. outside the world or the known 
universe. 

ex-tra-mu-ral (ek'stramydor'al), adj. 
involving members of several schools. 
See also intramural, 

ex-tra-phys-i-cal (ek'strafiz'ikal), 
adj. not subject to physical laws, 

ex-trap-o-late (ikstrap'alat), v. to de¬ 
duce (something unknown) from 
something known. 

ex-tra-pu-ni-tive (ek 'strapybb'nitiv), 
adj. (in ridding oneself of frustra¬ 
tions) behaving hostilely toward 
other people or objects. See also im- 
punitive. 

ex-tra-sen-so-ry (ek'strasen'sare), 
adj. beyond normal perception, 

ex-tra-sys-to-le (ek 'strasisbale), n. a 
premature contraction of the heart 
interrupting the normal heartbeat. 
See also systole. 

ex-tra-ter-res-tri-al (ek'stratares'- 
treal), adj. from a place other than the 

earth. 
ex-trav-a-sate (ikstrav'asat), v. to 

force out or pour out, as blood or 
lava. —ex-trav-a-sa'tion, n. 

ex-tra-vert (ek'stravart), n. a person 
concerned with his environment. 
Also ex-tro-vert (ek'stravart). See 

also introvert. 
ex-trin-sic (ikstrin'sik), adj. external; 
coming from outside, 

ex-tro-spec-tion (ek'straspek'sHan), 
n. the observation of externals, 

ex-tru-sile (ikstroo'sil), adj. able to be 

extruded. 
ex-u-date (eks'ybodat), n. something 

exuded. 
ex-ude (igzhod^), v. to seep out slowly 

in small quantities, as sweat. —ex-u- 

da'tion, n. 
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ex-urb (ek'sarb), n. a relatively small 
community outside a city’s suburbs, 

ex-ur-bra (eksur'bea), n. all com¬ 
munities constituting the totality of 
all exurbs. 

ex-U’vi-ae (igzoo'vee), n.pl. any shells 

or coverings of animals that have been 
shed. 

ex-u-vi-ate (igzbo'veat), v. to shed, as 
exuviae. 

eyre (er), n. a journey in a circuit, as 
that traveled by circuit justices. 
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Fa-ber-ge (fabarja', fabarzHa'), n. fine 

gold and enamel ware made in Russia 
before the Russian revolution. 

Fabian Society, a society dedicated 
to the peaceful spread of socialism, 

fab-ri-cant (fab'rakant), n. a manu¬ 

facturer. 
fab-u-list (fab'yalist), n. a liar, 

facade (fasad', fasad'), n- the front 
of an impressive building, 

fa-ce-ti-ae (fase'sHee), n. pi humor¬ 
ous or clever sayings, 

fa-ce-tious (fase'sHas), adj. witty; 
amusing; frivolous, as a facetious re¬ 

mark. 
fa-ci-es (fa'sHeez), n., pi. fa-ci-es. 1. 

appearance, aspect, or nature of any¬ 
thing. 2. (in medicine) a facial expres¬ 
sion symptomatic of a certain disease 

or condition. 
fac-ile (fas'il), adj. dexterous; fluent, 

mo,ving or acting with ease, 
fa-cil-i-tate (fasil'iteit), v. to make 

easy or easier; to further. —fa-cil-i- 

ta'tion, n. 
fa-cin-o-rous (fasin'aras), adj. exces¬ 

sively wicked. 
faction (fak'sHan), n. a united body 
of persons, esp. a group within a 
larger group. —fac'tion-al, adj. fac¬ 

tious (fak'sHas), adj. 
fac-ti-tious (faktisH'as), adj. artificial; 

conventional, affected, 
factor (fak'tar), n. (in commerce) a 

commercial organization engaged in 

financing wholesale or retail sales, 
through the purchase of accounts 
receivable. 

fac-ture (fak'cHar), n. the act of mak¬ 
ing or constructing something. 

fac-ul-ta-tive (fak'alta;tiv), adj. 
granting a privilege, permission, or 
faculty. 

faille (ffl, fal), n. a soft, ribbed fabric 
of rayon or silk. 

fail-safe (faFsaff), adj. involving or 
designating a built-in mechanism or 
device designed to prevent malfunc¬ 
tion or unintentional operation, as in 
a nuclear-armed aircraft or warning 

system. 
fai-naigue (fanag'), v. to deceive; to 

finagle or cheat someone. 
fai-ne-ant (fa'neant), adj. idle; lazy; 

indolent. 
fair-trade agreement, an agree¬ 
ment under which a retailer under¬ 
takes to sell a product at no less than 
a minimum price set by the manu¬ 

facturer. 
fait ac-com-pli (fetakoNpltF), pi- 

faits ac-com-pli (fezakoNple')- a 
thing already done; an accomplished 
fact, so that argument or discussion 

are useless. 
Fa-lange (fa'lanj), n. a fascist organi¬ 
zation that became the official politi¬ 
cal party of Spain after the Spanish 
civil war of 1936—39. —Fa'lan- 

gist, n. 

Ill 
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fa-cate (fal'kat), adj. curved; sickle¬ 
shaped; hooked. 

fal-ci-form (fal'saform), adj. shaped 
like a sickle; falcate, 

fal-la-cy (fal'ase), n. a deceptive or 
false notion, quality or belief. —fal¬ 
lacious, adj. 

fal-lal, fal-lal (fallal'), n. a frivolous 
piece of finery; a useless article of 
dress. 

fal-li-ble (fal'abal), adj. 1. (of persons) 
likely to be mistaken or to err. 2. likely 
to be false or inaccurate, 

fa-ma-cide (fa'masld), n. (in law) a 
person who defames the reputation 
of another; a slanderer, 

fam-u-lus (fam'yalas), n.,pl. fam-u-li 
(fam'yall). an assistant, esp. of a 
medieval sorcerer or scholar, 

fan-fa-ron (fan'faron), n. a boaster or 
braggart. 

fan-fa-ron-ade (fan'faranad'), n. 
boasting talk; bravado; bluster. 

Fanny May, nickname for the Federal 
National Mortgage Association, 
[from the initials FNMA.] 

fan-tasm (fan'tazm), n. phantasm, 
fan-tast, phan-tast (fanhast), n. a 

fanciful dreamer; visionary, 
far-ad (far'ad), n. an electrical unit of 

capacitance equivalent to one cou¬ 
lomb per volt. 

far-ceur (farsoor'), n. French. 1. a 

writer of farces. 2. an actor in farces. 

3. a practical joker, 

far-ci (farse'), adj. (in cookery) stuffed, 

far-i-na-ceous (far'ana'sHas), adj. 
containing or made from flour or 

meal. 

far-i-nose (far'anbs), adj. resembling 
farina; mealy. 

far-rag-i-nous (faraj'anas), adj. 
mixed; heterogenous, 

far-ra-go (fara'go, fara'go), n.,pl. far- 
ra-goes. a jumbled mixture; hodge¬ 

podge; confusion. 

far-ri-er (far'ear), n. a man who 

shoes horses; a blacksmith. —far' 
ri-er-y, n. 

far-thin-gale (far'THiNGgal'), n. a 

hoop or openwork frame worn under 

a woman’s skirt in the 16th and 17th 

centuries to make it bell out. 

fas-ces (fas'ez), n. a bundle of rods 

bound around an ax with projecting 

blade, carried before Roman magis¬ 

trates as a symbol of authority, 

fas-ci-a (faSH'ea), n., pi. fas-ci-ae 
(fasH'ee). any long, flat, vertical sur¬ 

face. 

fas-ci-ate (fasH'eat), adj. bound with 
a band, strip or bandage. Also fas'ci- 
at-ed. —fas-ci-a'tion, n. 

fas-ci-cle (fas'ikal), n. 1. a close clus¬ 
ter or tight bundle. 2. one part of a 
book being published in installments. 
— fas-cic'u-lar, adj. —fas-cic'u- 
late, adj. —fas-cic-u-la'tion, n. 

fas-ci-cule (fas'akyool), n. a fascicle, 
esp. of a book. Also fas-cic-u-lus 
(fasik'yalas). 

fas-cism (faSH'izm), n. (sometimes 

F-) an authoritarian and aggressively 

nationalistic dictatorship that forc¬ 

ibly suppresses opposition, com¬ 

pletely controls industry and com¬ 

merce, etc. —fas'cist, n. 
fas-tid-i-ous (fastid'eas), adj. particu¬ 

lar; hard to please; excessively criti¬ 

cal. 

fas-tig-i-ate (fastij'eit, fastij'eat), adj. 
tapering to a point. Also fas-tig'i- 
at-ed. 

fas-tu-ous (fas'cHooas), adj. 1. haugh¬ 

ty; overbearing. 2. ostentatious; pre¬ 

tentious. 

fat cat, U.S. Slang, an important, 
wealthy or influential person, 

fath-o-gram (fat/z'agram), n. a visual 
representation of sound waves re¬ 
corded by a sonic depth finder, 

fa-tid-ic (fatid'ik), adj. pertaining to 
divination or prophecy; prophetic. 
Also fa-tid'i-cal. 

fa-tu-i-tous (fatoo'itas), adj. foolish; 
imbecile. 

fa-tu-i-ty (fatoo'ite), n. 1. stupidity; 
foolishness. 2. something silly or 
inane. 

fat-u-ous (faCH'ooas), adj. compla¬ 

cently foolish or stupid; silly, as a 
fatuous remark. 

fau-cal (fo'kal), adj. 1. concerning or 
involving the fauces or opening of the 
throat. 2. guttural. 

faute de mieux (fot da myoo'). 
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French, for want of anything better, 

faux pas (f5pa;), pi• faux pas. a blun¬ 
der, esp. in manners or etiquette; an 
indiscretion. 

fa-ve-olate (fave'alat), adj. honey¬ 
combed; containing cells. 

Fa-vrile Glass (favreK), Trademark. 
a blown glass introduced by Tiffany 
c. 1890 and used for vases, etc. Also 
Tiffany glass. 

fa-vus (fa'vas), «., pi. fa-vi (fa'vT). a 
hexagonal tile or stone for paving, 

faze (faz), v. to cause to feel disturbed, 
embarrassed, or disconcerted, 

fe-al-ty (fe'alte), n. loyalty; fidelity, 
feather tract. See pteryla. 
featherweight, n. a boxer between 
bantamweight and lightweight, 
weighing 126 lb. or less, 

feat-ly (fet'le), adv. 1. suitably; aptly. 
2. nimbly, adroitly. 3. neatly, grace¬ 

fully. 
fe-bric-i-ty (fibris'ite), n. the state of 

being feverish. 
fe-bric-u-la (fibrik'yala), n. a slight 
and brief fever. 

feb-ri-fa-dent (feb'raka'sHant), adj. 

producing fever. 
fe-brif-er-ous (fibrif'aras), adj. pro¬ 

ducing fever. 
fe-brif-ic (fibriffik), adj. having or 

producing fever. 
feb-ri-fuge (feb'rafyooj), adj. 1. re¬ 
ducing fever, as a medicine. —n. 2. a 
fever-reducing agent. 3. a cooling 
drink. —fe brifu gal, adj. 

fe-brile (fe'bral, feb'ral), adj. of or 
characterized by a fever; feverish, 

fe-cit (fa'kit), v. Latin, he (or she) 
made (it); at one time used on works 
of art after the name of the artist. 

Abbrev.: fe., fee. 
feck-less (fek'lis), adj. reckless; in¬ 
efficient; incompetent; without 
worth or spirit; indifferent, 

fec-u-la (fek'yala), n., pi. fec-u-lae 
(fek'yale). fecal matter esp. of in¬ 
sects ; dregs; filth; foul matter, fec^ 

u-lent, adj. 
fe-cund (fe'kand, fek'and), adj. fer¬ 

tile; prolific; fruitful. — fe-cun'di- 

ty, n. 
fe-cun-date (fe'kandat, fek'andat), v. 

1. to make fruitful. 2. to fertilize; 

impregnate; pollinate, 

feign (fan), v. to pretend; to make a 

false show of, as to feign sleep. 
feist-y (fT'ste), adj. quarrelsome; bel¬ 

ligerent. 

fe-li-cif-ic (fe'lisif'ik), adj. producing 

or tending to produce happiness, 

fe-lic-i-tous (filis'itas), adj. suitable 

to the occasion; apt; appropriate, 

fe-lic-i-ty (filis'ite), n. bliss; happi- 

ness. 

fel lah (fel'a), n., pi. fel-lahs, fel-la- 
heen (felbhen')- Egyptian peasant 
or laborer. 

fell-mon-ger (fel'muNG'gar, fel'- 

moNG'gar), n. a dealer in sheepskins 

or other animal skins, 

fel-loe (fel'o), n. the rim, or portion 

of the rim, of a spoked wheel. Also 

felMy. 
fe-lo-de-se (fe'15dise,)J n., pi. fe-lo- 
nes-de-se (fe,16nez,dise,). one who 

commits suicide. 

feme (fern), n. (in law) a woman or 

wife. 

feme co-vert (kuv'art), (in law) a 

married woman. 

feme sole (sol), (in law) an unmarried 

woman; spinster, widow, or divor¬ 

cee; a married woman financially in¬ 

dependent of her husband, 

fem-i-cide (femfisld), n. the act of 

killing a woman. 

fem-i-nie (fem'ane), n. women col¬ 

lectively; womankind, 

femme fa-tale (famfatal'). pi. 
femmesfa-tales (famfatalz'). French. 
an alluring woman, esp. one who 

leads men to their downfall, 

fem-o-ral (fem'aral), adj. relating to 

the thigh or thigh-bone, 

fe-mur (fe'mar), n. the thigh-bone, 

fe-nes-tra (fines'tra), n., pi. fe-nes- 
trae (fines'tre). a small opening, as 

in a bone or membrane, 

fen-es-tra-tion (fen'istra'sHan), n. 
the arrangement of windows and 

doors in a building, 

fe-ra-cious (fara'snas), adj. fruitful; 

producing abundantly, 

fe-ral (fer'al, fer'al), adj. wild; un¬ 

domesticated ; uncivilized. 
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fe-ral (fer'al), adj. fatal; funereal; 
gloomy. 

fe-ri-al (fer'eal), adj. pertaining to a 
holiday. 

fe-rine (fer'In, fer'in), adj. wild; un¬ 
tamed; feral. 

fer-i-ty (fer'ite), n. the state of being 
wild or savage; ferocity, 

fer-re-ous (fer'eas), adj. like, of, or 
containing iron. 

fer-ro-mag-net-ic (fer'omagnet'ik), 
adj. pertaining to a material, such as 
iron, that below a certain temperature 
can possess magnetization in the ab¬ 
sence of any external magnetic field. 
See also antiferromagnetic, dia¬ 
magnetic, paramagnetic, 

fer-ru-gi-nous (faroo'janas), adj. con¬ 
taining iron or iron rust; rust-colored, 

fer-u-la-ceous (fer'bola'sHas), adj. 

like or pertaining to canes or reeds, 
fer-vent (fur'vant), adj. having or 

showing great warmth of feeling; 
passionate; ardent, 

fer-vid (fur'vid), adj. passionate; in¬ 
tense; fervent. 

fer-vor (fur'var), n. intense feeling, 
zeal; ardor. 

fes-tal (fes'tl), adj. of or suitable to a 
joyous occasion or festival, 

fes-ti-na len-te (feste'na len'te), La¬ 

tin. make haste slowly. 

Fest-schrift (fest'sHrift'), n.,pl. Fest- 
schrift-en (fest'sHrift'an), Fest¬ 
schrifts. a collection of articles con¬ 
tributed by the colleagues of a writer 
or scholar and published in his honor, 

fe-tial (fesHal), adj. relating to declara¬ 
tions of war and peace treaties, 

fetid, foet-id (fet'id, fe'tid), adj. 

stinking; putrid. 

fe-tip-a-rous, foe-tip-a-rous (fetip'- 
aras), adj. bearing young that are not 
fully developed, as marsupials, 

fe-tor, foe-tor (fe'tar), n. a strong, 
disagreeable smell; stench, 

fet tle (fet'l), «. condition, state; 
health. 

feuil-le-ton (foi'litn), n. a part of a 
newspaper containing serialized fic¬ 
tion, light or popular pieces of writ¬ 
ing, etc. 

fi-a-cre (fea'kar, feak'), w., pi. fi-a- 

cres. a four-wheeled carriage for hire, 
fi-as-co (feas'kS), n.,pl. fi-as-cos, fi-as- 

coes. an utter failure, 
fi-at (fT'at, fi'at), n. order; decree; 

sanction. 

fi-ber-glass (fT'barglas'), n. molten 
glass processed into fine filaments, 
often used in wooly masses as insulat¬ 
ing material or pressed and molded 
into construction material, 

fiber optics, the study of the longitu¬ 
dinal transmission of images through 
a flexible bundle of optical glass fibers, 

fi-bri-form (fi'braform, fib'raform), 
adj. like a fiber. 

fi-bril (fi'bral, fib'ral), n. a small, 
thread-like fiber or filament. —fi- 
bril-lar (fT'bralar, fib'ralar), fi-bril' 
li-form, adj. 

fi-bril-la-tion (fi'brala'sHan, fib'ra- 
la'sHan), n. uncontrolled contrac¬ 
tions of muscular fibrils, as in a tic. 

fi-bril-lose (fT'bralos, fib'ralds), adj. 

composed of or containing fibrils, 
fi-brin (fT'brin), n. an elastic, fibrous, 

insoluble protein found in coagulated 
blood. —fi'brin-ous, adj. 

fi-broid (fi'broid), adj. like, or con¬ 
sisting of fibers or fibrous tissue, 

fi-bro-ma (fTbro'ma), n., pi. fi-bro- 
ma-ta (fTbrS'mata), fi-bro-mas. a tu¬ 
mor composed largely of fibrous 
tissue. 

fi-bro-pla-sia (fi'brapla'zHa), n. the 
formation of fibrous tissue. —fi-bro- 
plas'tic, adj. 

fi-bro-sis (fibro'sis), n. abnormal 
growth of excess fibroid tissue in an 
organ. —fi-brot-ic (fibrot'ik), adj. 

fic-tile (fik'tl), adj. that can be molded; 
plastic. 

fic-tive (fik'tiv), adj. invented; ficti¬ 
tious. 

FIFO., Abbrev. for first in, first out. 

Fifth Amendment, an amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution guarantee¬ 
ing chiefly that no person be required 
to testify against himself or be tried 
twice for the same offense, 

fifth column, persons within a coun¬ 
try who are in secret sympathy with 
and prepared to help an enemy. 
—fifth-col'umn, adj. 
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fig-ment (fig'mant), n. something 
made up or imagined; a fantasy, 

fi-lar (fT'lar), adj. of, relating to, or 
having threads. 

fi-lasse (Alas'), n. any of several veget¬ 
able fibers, excluding cotton, pro¬ 
cessed for yam manufacture, 

fi-late (fT'lat), adj. threadlike, 
fil-a-ture (fil'aCHar), n. a device for 

the reeling of silk from cocoons, 
fil'i'cide (fil'isld), n. the killing of a 

son or daughter. 
fil-i-form (fil'aform, ff'laform), adj. 

having the form of a thread; thread¬ 

like. 
fi-lose (fT'los), adj. threadlike, 
fimbriate (fim'breit, fim'breat), adj. 

having a border of hairs; fringed. 
Also fim'bri-at-ed. —fim-bri-a' 
tion, n. 

fim-bril-late (fimbril'it), adj. having 
a small fringe or fringelike border, 

fi-na-gle (fina'gal), v. to obtain or 
maneuver by trickery; to cheat, 

fi-nal-ism (fi'nalizm), n. the belief 
that events are determined by final 

causes. 
fin de sie-cle (faN da sye'kl), French. 
the end of the century, 

fi-nesse (fines'), n. 1. subtlety and 
skill in performance. —v. 2. to 

manage by finesse. 
fi-nes-tra (fines'tra), n. an opening, 

esp. for ventilation in the wall of a 

tomb. 
fin-ger-ling (fiNG'garliNG), n. a small 

or young fish less than a year old. 
fin-i-al (fin'eal, fl'neal), n. an orna¬ 
mental feature terminating the top 
of a piece of furniture, as a lamp, 

finical (fin'ikal), adj. fussy; finicky, 
fin-nan had-die (fin'an had'e), 

smoked haddock. Also fin'nan had' 

dock. 
fire-damp (fir'damp')> n- a combus¬ 

tible gas, largely methane, formed in 
coal mines, that is highly explosive 
when mixed with a certain proportion 

of air. 
fir-kin (fur'kin), n. a small wooden 

tub for butter, lard, etc. 
firmament (fur'mamant), n. the 

sky. 

firn (firn), n. See neve, 
fim-i-fi-ca-tion (fir'nafaka'sHan), n. 

the process by which snow changes 
into neve. 

First Amendment, an amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution guarantee¬ 
ing freedom from laws respecting 
establishment of a religion and free¬ 
dom of worship, of speech, of the 
press, of assembly, and of the right 
to petition the government for a re¬ 
dress of grievances.. 

first-in, first-out, a bookkeeping de¬ 
vice that assumes items purchased 
first will be sold first. Abbrev.: FIFO. 
See also last-in, first-out. 

fisc (fisk), n. a royal or state treasury, 
fishskin disease. See ichyosis. 
fis sile (fis'al), adj. able to be split; 

fissionable. 
fis-sion (fizH'an), n. 1. a splitting 
apart; a breaking up into parts. 2. 
Also nuclear fission, the splitting of 
heavy atoms into lighter atoms pro¬ 
ducing atomic energy: the principle 
of the atom bomb. See also fusion, 

fis-sip-a-rous (fisip'aras), adj. repro¬ 
ducing young by fission, 

fis-tu-la (fis'cHoola), n. a narrow tube 
or duct. —fis'tu-lous, adj. 

fitch-er (ficH'ar), v. (in drilling) to 
clog from accumulation of the sub¬ 
stance being drilled, 

fix-ate (fik'sat), v. to make or become 
fixed. —fix-a'tion, n. 

fix-a-tive (fik'sativ), n. a liquid 
sprayed on something to preserve it 
by preventing contact with the air. 

fla-bel-late (flabel'it), adj. fan¬ 
shaped. Also fla-bel'li-form. 

fla-bel-lum (ftabel'am), n., pi. fla-bel- 
la (ftabel'a), a large fan used in reli¬ 

gious ceremonies. 
flac-cid (flak'sid), adj. flabby; limp, 
fiac-on (flak'an), n. a small flask with 

a stopper. See also flagon, 
flag (flag), n. See masthead, 
flag-el-lant (flaj'abnt, flajel'ant), n. 

one who whips himself for religious 
discipline or sexual stimulation, 

flag-el-late (flaj'alit), adj. producing 

runners, as the strawberry, 
fla-gel-li-form (flajel'aform'), adj. 
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long, slender, and tapering; whip¬ 
like. 

fla-gi-tious (fbjisHbs), adj. shame¬ 
fully wicked; vile; heinous, 

fla-gon (flagman), n. a large vessel for 
liquids; a large wine bottle. See also 
flacon. 

flagrant (fla'grant), adj. glaringly 
bad; notorious; outrageous. —fla; 
grant-ly, adv. 

fla-gran-te de-lic-to (flagran'te 
dilik'to), (in law) in the act of com¬ 
mitting the crime. 

flail (flal), n. 1. a wooden instrument 
for threshing grain by hand. —v. 2. 

to strike or beat as with a flail, 
flail-ing (fta'liNG), adj. (of arms) 
threshing wildly; waving; swinging, 

flam-be (flamba'), adj. served in a 
sauce containing liquor set afire to 
flame. Also flam-beed. 

flam-beau (flambo'), n. a lighted 
torch. 

flame-out, flame-out (flam'out'), n. 

the stopping of combustion in a jet 
engine. Also blowout, 

flan (flan, flan), n. 1. an open tart, filled 
with fruit, custard, cheese, etc. 2. a 
sweetened egg custard made in 
Spain. 

fla-ne-rie (flame'), n. French, idle 
strolling; dawdling, 

fla-neur (flanoor'), n. French, idler; 
loafer; lounger. 

flan-nel (flan'l), n. a soft, loosely wo¬ 
ven woolen material with a slightly 
napped surface. 

flan-net-board (flan'lbord 0, n. a flan¬ 
nel-covered surface to which flannel 
cut-outs, such as letters and numbers, 
adhere, used in schools as a teaching 
aid. 

flan-nel-et, flan nel ette (flanblet'), 
n. a soft cotton cloth resembling 
flannel. 

flat sour, fermentation that occurs in 
canned food after sealing, 

flat-u-lent (flaCHbbnt), adj. produc¬ 
ing gas in the stomach or intestines, 

fla-tus (fla'tas), n., pi. fla-tus-es. an 
accumulation of gas in the stomach 
or intestines. 

flaunt (flont), v. to display oneself 

conspicuously; to show off ostenta¬ 
tiously. 

F layer, the highest layer of the iono¬ 
sphere where high-frequency radio 
waves are reflected back to earth, 

flense (flens), v. to cut blubber or skin 
from a whale, seal, etc. 

flesh-ly (fleSH'le), adj. of the body; 
carnal; sensual. 

flesh-pot (flesH'pot'), ri. a place pro¬ 
viding luxurious bodily comforts and 
pleasures. 

fletch-er (fleCHbr), n. a person who 
makes arrows. 

fleu-rette (fluret'), n. an ornament 
formed like a small flower, 

fleu-ron (flur'on), n. a floral motif 
used in decoration, 

flews (flooz), n. pi. the loose, hanging 
parts of the upper lip of certain dogs, 
as bloodhounds. 

flex-ile (flek'sil), adj. flexible, pliant, 
flex-or (flek'sar), n. a muscle that 

bends a limb or other part of the body, 
flex-u-ous (flek'sHooas), adj. wind¬ 

ing; full of bends. Also flex'u-ose. 
—flex-u-os'i-ty, n. 

flex-ure (flek'sHar), n. act of bending; 
state of being flexed or bent, 

flim-flam (flim-flam), n. nonsense; 
rubbish; humbug. 

flin-ders (flin'dars), n. pi. splinters or 
fragments. 

flip-pant (flipbnt), adj. disrespectful; 
frivolous; lacking in seriousness. 
—flip'pan-cy, n. 

flitch (flicH), n. a side of bacon, salted 
and cured. 

floe, flock (flok), n. a fine, fluffy mass 
of particles, as in a precipitate, 

floc-cil-la-tion (flok'sala'sHan), n. 

delirious picking of the bedclothes by 
a patient. Also carphology. 

floc-cu-late (flok'yalat), v. to form 
flocculent masses, as clouds, precipi¬ 
tates, etc. 

floc-cule (flok'yool), n. something re¬ 
sembling a tuft of wool, 

floc-cu-lent (flok'yabnt), adj. like or 
consisting of small tufts of wool; 
flaky; fluffy. 

floc-cus (flokbs), «., pi. floc-ci (flok'- 
sl). a wooly or hairy tuft. 
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flo -res-cence (flores'ans), n. period 
of flowering; blossoming. —flo-res' 
cent, adj. 

flo-ret (floruit), n. a small flower, 
flo-ri-at-ed (flo'reatid), adj. decorated 
with floral ornament, 

flo-ri-cul-ture (flo'rakul'CHar), n. 
cultivation of flowering plants, esp. 
under glass. 

flor-id (flor'id), adj. 1. ruddy; rosy. 
2. flowery; elaborately ornamented, 

flo-rif-er-ous (florif'aras), adj. bear¬ 
ing flowers; flowering abundantly, 

flo-ris-tic (floris'tik), adj. of or hav¬ 
ing to do with flowers, 

flout (flout), v. to mock; scorn; to 
show disdain or contempt for. 

flow chart, a diagram showing the 
progress of work in a manufacturing 
process, a sequence of operations in 
a computer program, etc. 

flow diagram, (in computer tech¬ 
nology) a chart showing the general 
flow of information for solving a prob¬ 
lem by a computer. 

flow-er-et(flou,arit),«. asmallflower; 

floret. 
fluc-tu-ant (fluk'cHooant), adj. vary¬ 

ing; unstable. 
flume (floom), n. a narrow ravine 
with a stream running through it. 

flum-mery (flum'are), n. 1. any of 
several dessert dishes made of flour, 
milk, sugar, and eggs. 2. meaningless 

flattery; nonsense. 
flu-o-resce (floo/ares,)> v. to produce 
or show fluorescence. —flu-o-res' 

cent, adj. 
flu-o-res-cence (floo'ares'ans), n. the 

emission of light by a substance while 
it is being acted upon by radiant en¬ 
ergy, as light or x-rays. See also phos¬ 

phorescence. 
fluor-i-date (floor'idat), v. to add flu¬ 

orides to (a water supply), esp. to 
strengthen teeth. — fluor-i-da' tion, n. 

fluor-o-scope (floor'askSp), n. an in¬ 
strument for examining internal 
structures by shadows cast by x-rays 
on a fluorescent screen. —fluor-o- 

scop'ic, adj. 
fluvial (floo'veal), adj. of or having 

to do with a river. 

flu -vi-a-tile (floo'veatil), adj. of or pe¬ 
culiar to rivers; found in rivers, 

flu-vi-o-ma-rine (floo,ve3m3ren,)> 
adj. formed by the combined action 
of river and sea. 

flux (fluks), n. 1. a state of insecurity; 
continuous change; lack of direc¬ 
tion. 2. a substance used in metal 
refining that combines with impuri¬ 
ties causing them to float off or coagu¬ 
late. 3. abnormal discharge of fluid 
from the bowels. 

flux-ion (fluk'sHan), n. 1. the act of 
flowing. 2. a flux. 

flyweight (fll'wat'), «. a boxer of the 
lightest class, weighing 112 lb. or less, 

focal length, the distance from the 
optical center of a lens to the point 
where the light rays converge. Also 
focal distance. 

focal-plane shutter, (in photogra¬ 
phy) a camera shutter placed directly 
in front of the film. See also curtain 

shutter. 
fo-com-e-ter (fokomhtar), n. an in¬ 

strument for measuring the focal 

length of a lens. 
foet-id. See fetid, 
foe-tip-a-rous. See fetiparous. 
foe-tor. See fetor. 
fog-bow (fog,bo/), n. a phenomenon 

like a white rainbow, sometimes seen 
in a fog. Alsomistbow, seadog, white 
rainbow. 

fog-dog (fog'dogO, n. a bright spot 
sometimes seen in a fog. 

fo-gram (fd'gram), n. an old- 
fashioned or stuffy person. Also fo- 

grum. 
foi-ble (foi'bal), n. a slight weakness 

or frailty in character, 
foie gras (fwa gra'). the liver of spe¬ 

cially fattened geese considered a 
table delicacy, esp. in paste form 

(pate de foie gras), 
foi-son (foi'zan), n. abundance; 

plenty. 
foist (foist), v. to palm off; pass fraudu¬ 

lently. 
fo-li-a-ture (fo'leaCHar), n. mass of 

leaves; foliage. 
fo-li-ic-o-lous (fo fleik'abs), adj. para¬ 

sitic on the leaves of plants. 
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fo-li-if-er-ous (fofleif'aras), adj. leaf- 
bearing. 

fo-li-o-late (fo'lealat), adj. having or 
relating to leaflets. 

fo-li-ose (foMeos), adj. covered with 
leaves; leafy. 

fo-li-um (fo'leam), «., pi. fo-li-a (fo'- 
lea). a thin layer or stratum, 

folk etymology, popular but incor¬ 
rect notion of the origin of a word, as 
Welsh rarebit from Welsh rabbit. 

follicle (fol'ikal), n. a small sac or 
gland. —fol-lic'u-lar, adj. 

fo-ment (f5ment,)> v. to instigate; in¬ 
cite; stir up (trouble). —fo-men-ta' 
tion, n. 

fo-mes (fo'mez), n.,pl. fom-i-tes (f5/- 
mitez). any agent, as clothing or bed¬ 
ding, capable of absorbing and trans¬ 
mitting germs. 

fon-dant (fon'dant), n. a soft, creamy 
sugar paste. 

fon-du (fondoo,)) n. (in ballet) a gra¬ 
dual bending of the supporting leg. 

fon-due (fondoo', fon'doo), n. a Swiss 
dish of melted cheese, seasoning, and 
wine, flavored with Kirsch, served as 
a dip for cubes of bread, 

font (font), n. (in printing) a complete 
set of type of one particular face and 
size. 

font-al (fon'tl), adj. of or coming from 
a fountain or spring, 

foot-le (footM), v. to talk or act in a 
foolish or trivial way. 

foo-zle (foo'zal), v. to spoil by clumsi¬ 
ness; bungle. 

fop (fop), n. a dandy; a man who is 
foolishly vain about his clothes, man¬ 
ners, etc. — fop'per-y, n. — fop'pish, 
adj. 

for-age (for'ij), n. 1. horse or cattle 
food; fodder. —v. 2. to search for 
provisions; hunt; rummage, 

fo-ra-men (fora'man), n., pi. fa-ram¬ 
i'113 (foramina), a small perforation, 
esp. in a bone or plant ovule, 

fo-ram-i-nate (foram'anit), adj. hav¬ 
ing many holes or foramina. Also 
fo-ram'i-nous. 

force ma-jeure (fors mazHobr'), pi. 
forces ma-jeures (fors maZHoor'). 
(in law) an unavoidable event, as an 

act of God, that may serve as an ex¬ 
cuse to abrogate a contract, 

for-ci-pate (for'sapat), adj. like or 
having the shape of a forceps, 

for-el, for-rel (formal), n. a slipcase for 
a book. 

fo-ren-sic (faren'sik), adj. pertaining 
to law courts; suited to argumenta¬ 
tion, rhetorical. 

forensic chemistry, the use of che¬ 
mical facts in answering questions of 
law. 

forensic medicine, the use of medi¬ 
cal facts in answering questions of 
law; medical jurisprudence, 

for-est-ry (for'istre), n. the science of 
planting and taking care of forests, 

for-fend (forfend1), v. to defend or 
protect. 

for-fi-cate (for'fakit), adj. deeply 
notched or forked, as the tails of some 
birds. 

for-mic (for'mik), adj. pertaining to 
ants. 

for-mi-car-y (for'maker 'e), n. an ant¬ 
hill or ants’ nest. Also for-mi-car1 
i'um. 

for-nic-i-form (fornis'aform), adj. in 
the form of an arched or vaulted 
structure. 

forte (fort), n. something at which one 
is exceptionally good, 

for-ti-tu-di-nous (for 'titoo'danas), 
adj. having patient courage; marked 
by strength of mind, 

for-tu-i-tous (fortoo'itas), adj. hap¬ 
pening by chance; accidental, 

for-tu-i-ty (fortoo'ite), n. the condi¬ 
tion of being fortuitous; an accident 
or chance. 

fos-sa (fos'a), «., pi. fos-sae (fos'e), 
cavity or pit, as in a bone, 

fos-sette (foset'), n. a small hollow; 
a dimple. 

fos-sil-if-er-ous (fos'alif'aras), adj. 
containing fossils. 

fos-so-ri-al (fosor'eal), adj. burrow¬ 
ing or digging. 

fou-droy-ant (foodroi'ant), adj. daz¬ 
zling or stunning. 

fou-lard (foolard1), n. a thin material 
of silk or rayon with printed design. 

Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, 
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riders on white, red, black, and pale 
horses symbolizing pestilence, war, 
famine, and death. 

four-ra-gere (foor'azHer), n. an orna¬ 
mental cord worn on the shoulder of 
a military uniform, 

fourth dimension, time, considered 
as an added dimension to three spatial 
dimensions. 

fourth estate, journalism or journal¬ 
ists ; the press. 

fo-ve-a (fo'vea), n., pi. fo-ve-ae (fo'- 
vee). a small pit or depression in a 
bone or other structure. —fo've-ate, 

adj. 
fo ve o la (fove'ala), n.,pl. fo-ve-o-lae 

(fove'ale). a small fovea or pit. —fo' 
ve-o-late, adj. 

foxed (fokst), adj. 1. tricked or de¬ 
ceived. 2. (of book pages) stained 
reddish-brown or yellowish, 

frac-tious (frak'sHas), adj. irritable, 
cross; rebellious; unruly, 

fram-be-sia, fram-boe-sia (frambe'- 

ZHa), n. yaws. 
fran-gi-ble (fran'jabal), adj. break¬ 

able; fragile. 
frat-ri-cide (frat'risid), w. the killing 

of one’s own brother, 
fraught (frot), adj. filled or involved 

(with). 
free association, (in psychoanalysis) 

the uninhibited expression of what¬ 
ever ideas, memories, etc., come to 
mind, used to uncover and clarify the 

unconscious processes, 
frem-i-tus (frem'itas), n., pi. frem-i- 
tus. a vibration felt in palpation of the 

chest. 
fre-nate (fre'nat), adj. having a fre- 

num or frenulum. 
frenetic (franet'ik), adj. frenzied; 

frantic. 
fren-u-lum (fren'yalam), n., pi. fren- 

u-la (fren'yab). a small frenum. 
fre-num (fre'nam), n.,pl. fre-na (fre'- 

na). the fold of skin or membrane that 
checks the movement of an organ or 
part, as the fold under the tongue, 

fresco (fres'ko), n., pi. frescoes, 
fres-cos. the technique of painting 
with water colors on wet plaster. See 

also fresco secco. 

fre-sco sec-co (sek'o), the technique 
of painting with water colors on a dry 
plaster surface. See also fresco. 

Fres-nel lens (franel/), a large lens 
composed of many small lenses pro¬ 
ducing a short focal length, used in 
spotlights, etc. 

fress (fres), v. to eat often and in 
large amounts; gourmandize. 
—fress'er, n. 

fret-work (fret'wurk'), adj. decora¬ 
tive carving of interlacing parts; 
openwork. 

friars’ lantern. See ignis fatuus. 
frib-ble (frib'al), v. to act frivolously; 
trifle; waste time. 

frieze (frez), n. an ornamental band 
on a building facade, often decorated 
with sculpture. 

frig-i-do-re-cep-tor (frij 'idoresep'- 
tar), n. an end organ of a sensory neu¬ 
ron stimulated by cold, 

frig-o-rif-ic (frij'sriPik), adj. making 
or producing cold. 

frip-per-y (frip'are), n. gaudy or 
tawdry finery; ostentatious display, 

fri-se (friza,)> n. a piled fabric with 
cut or uncut loops, 

fri-sette, fri-zette (frizet'), n. a fringe 
of tightly curled hair, often artificial, 

fris-ket (fris'kit), n. a thin paper mask 
used when retouching artwork with 

an airbrush. 
fron-des-cence (frondes'ons), n. the 

process or period of coming into leaf. 
—fron-des'cent, adj. 

front bench, one of two benches near 
the Speaker where the leaders of the 
major parties sit in the British House 
of Commons. See also back bench, 

front money, money advanced to a 
financier in return for a promise to 
procure funds for a company, 

frot-tage (frotazH'), «• a technique of 
producing images by rubbing chalk, 
colored wax, etc., over paper laid on 
a surface with a raised design. See 

also rubbing. 
frot-teur (^6156^), n. one who does 

frottage. 
fruc-tif-er-ous (fruktif'aras), adj. 

yielding fruit. 
fruc-ti-fi-ca-tion (fruk 'tafaka'sHan), 
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n. the act of bearing fruit; the fruit of 
a plant. 

fruc-ti-fi-ca-tive (fruk'tafaka'tiv), 
adj. able to yield fruit, 

fruc-ti-fy (fruk'tafi), v. to become or 
make fruitful. —fruc'ti-fi-er, n. 

fruc-tose (fruk'tos), n. a fruit sugar 
found in sweet, ripe fruits, nectar, 
and honey. 

fruc-tu-ous (fruk'cHooas), adj. fruit¬ 
ful; productive; profitable, 

fru’givo-rous (froojiv'aras), adj. 
fruit-eating. 

fru-i-tion (frooisHbn), n. full realiza¬ 
tion; fulfillment. 

fru-men-ta-ceous (froo 'manta'- 
SHas), adj. like or having the nature 
of wheat or other grain, 

fru •tes-cent (frootesbnt), adj. shrub¬ 
by or becoming like a shrub, 

fru-ti-cose (froo'takos), adj. of or like 
a shrub. 

fu-ga-cious (fyooga'sHas), adj. fleet¬ 
ing; passing quickly away; ephem¬ 
eral. 

fvrgu (fob'goo), n. a puffer fish, eaten 
as a delicacy in Japan after the removal 
of the skin and certain deadly poi¬ 
sonous organs. 

ful-crum (fobl'kram), n., pi ful- 
crums, ful-cra (fool'kra). the sta¬ 
tionary support or pivot on which a 
lever turns in raising or moving some¬ 
thing. 

ful-gent (fufljant), adj. very' bright; 
dazzling; radiant. 

ful-gid (ful'jid), adj. shining; glitter¬ 
ing; flashing. 

ful gu rant (ful'gyarant), adj. flash¬ 
ing like lightning. 

ful gu rate (ful'gyarat), v. to dart like 
lightning. 

ful-gu-rous (ful'gvaras), adj. like or 
full of lightning. 

ful-ham, fullam, fullom (fool'am), 
n. one of a pair of loaded dice, 

fuliginous (fyoolij'anas), adj. full 
of smoke or soot. 

full-fashioned (fobl'fasn'and), adj. 
knitted to conform to the contours of 
the body, as sweaters and hosiery, 

fulminant (ful'manont), adj. ex¬ 
ploding or occurring suddenly. 

ful-mi-nate (ful'manat), v. to explode 
or cause to explode. —ful-mi-na' 
tion, n. 

ful-min-ic (fulmin'ik), adj. highly un¬ 
stable or explosive, 

ful’mi-nous (ful'manas), adj. of or 
like thunder and lightning, 

ful-vous (ful'vas), adj. tawny; yel¬ 
lowish-brown. 

fu-ma-role (fyob'marol), n. a hole 
emitting smoke and gases in a vol¬ 
canic area. 

fu-mu-lus (fyoo'myalas), «., pi. fu- 
mu'lus. a thin layer of clouds or haze, 

fu-nam-bu-list (fybbnam'byalist), n. 
a tightrope walker. 

func-tion-ar-y (fuNGk'sH.inere), n. 
one who performs a certain function; 
an official. 

func-tor (fuNG'tsr), n. something that 
performs a particular function, 

fun-da-ment (fun'damant), n. 1. the 
characteristics of a region, as climate, 
land forms, soils, etc. 2. the buttocks, 

fundamental particle. See elemen¬ 
tary particle. 

fundus (fun'das), n.,pl. fundi (fun'- 
di). the base of an organ, or the part 
farthest from its opening, 

fu-nest (fyoonest'), adj. portending 
evil; fatal; sinister, 

fun-gi-cide (fun'jisld), n. a substance 
for killing fungi. 

fungiform (fun'jiform), adj. like a 
fungus in form. 

fun-gi-stat (fun'jistat), n. a fungistatic 
preparation. 

fungistatic (fun'jistat'ik), adj. of a 
preparation that stops the growth of 
a fungus. 

fungi-tox-ic (fun 'jitok 'sik), adj. 
poisonous to fungi, 

fun-givor-ous (funjiv'aras), adj. 
fungus-eating. 

fungoid (fuNG'goid), adj. like or 
characteristic of a fungus, 

fun-gos-i-ty (fuNGgos'ite), n. the con¬ 
dition of being fungous, 

fungous (fuNG'gas), adj. of or caused 
by fungi; resembling a fungus, 

funicular (fyoonik'yalar), adj. of, 
worked by or hanging from a rope or 
cable. 
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fu-nic-u-lus (fyoonik'yolas), n.,pl. fu- 
nic-u-li (fyoonik'yall). a conducting 
cord, as an umbilical cord, 

fur-be-low (fur'bolo), n. a flounce; 
showy trimmings or finery, 
fur-bish (fur'bisH), v. to brighten up; 

restore; smarten. 
fur-cate (fur'kat), adj. forked; 

branched. 
fur-cu-la (fur'kyala), n.,pl. fur-cu-lae 
(fur'kyole). the wishbone, 

fur-fur (fur'for), n., pi. fur-fur-es 
(fur'fyorez). dandruff; scurf, 

fur-fu-ra-ceous (fur 'fyara'sHas), 
adj. of or like bran; covered with dan¬ 

druff or scurf. 
fu-ri-bund (fyoor'abund), adj. furi¬ 

ous ; frenzied. 
fu-run-cle (fyobr'uNGkol), n. a boil, 
fu-run-cu-lo-sis (fyooruNG 'kyalS'- 

sis), n. a disorder of which furuncles 
are symptomatic. 

fu-sa-role (fyoo'zardl), n. a molding 
resembling a string of beads, 

fus-cous (fus'kas), adj. dusky; 

brownish-gray. 
fu-see (fyooze,)) n. a friction match 

with a large head. 

futurity race 

fu -si-form (fyoo'zaform), adj. spin¬ 
dle-shaped. 

fu-sil (fyoo'zal), n. made by casting; 
founded. 

fu-sion (fyoo'zHan), n. a thermonu¬ 
clear reaction in which lightweight 
atomic nuclei join to form nuclei of 
heavier atoms, with a resultant release 
of energy: the principle of the hydro¬ 
gen bomb. Also nuclear fusion. See 
also fission. 

fus-tian (fus'cHan), n. 1. a thick cot¬ 
ton cloth with a short nap. 2. bom¬ 
bastic language. 

fus-ti-gate (fus'tagat), v. to beat with 

a stick; cudgel. 
fus-ty (fus'te), adj. moldy; musty; 
stale-smelling. 

fu-su-ma (fyoo'sama), n. a sliding 
door or partition in a Japanese house. 

future shock, the inability to adapt 
psychologically to rapid and novel 
advances and changes, esp. cultural, 
technological, moral, and social in¬ 

novations. 
fu-tu-ri-ty race (fyootoor'ite), a horse 

race in which the contestants are 
selected long beforehand. 
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ga-belle (gabel'), n. a tax; an excise, 
ga-bi-on (ga'bean), n. a wicker cylin¬ 
der filled with earth or stones used in 
military fortifications; a similar cyl¬ 
inder used in building dams, 

ga-bi-on-ade (ga'beanad'), n. a con¬ 
struction made of or with gabions, 

ga-droon (gadroon'), n. a series of 
flutings used esp. as an ornamental 
border on silver dishes, 

gaffe (gaf), n. a blunder; a tactless re¬ 
mark or action. 

gait-er (ga'tar), n. a cloth or leather 
covering for the ankle, instep, and the 
lower leg; a spat or spatterdash. 

gal (gal), n. a unit of acceleration equal 
to one centimeter per second per 
second, [after Galileo] 

ga-lacta-gogue (galak'togog), adj. 
increasing the yield of milk, 

ga lac tic (galak'tik), adj. 1. pertain¬ 
ing to a galaxy. 2. pertaining to milk, 

ga-lac-toid (galak'toid), adj. milk- 
like. 

ga-lac-to-phore (galak'tafor), n. a 
milk-bearing duct. 

galactophorous (gabktofbras), 
adj. secreting milk, 

galac-to-poi-et-ic (galak 'tapoiet'ik), 
adj. increasing milk secretion, 

gal-an-tine (galbnten), n. a cold dish 
of boned fish or meat served in savory 
jelly. Also gal'a-tine. 

gal ax-y (galbkse), n. a vast number 
of stars held together in one system. 

ga-le-a (ga'leo), «., pi. ga-le-ae (ga'- 
lee). a part, as of a flower, shaped like 
a helmet. 

ga-le-ate (ga'leat), adj. having a galea, 
ga-le-i-form (galebform), adj. hel¬ 
met-shaped. 

ga-len-i-cal (galen'ikal), n. 1. a drug 
made from herbs or vegetable matter 
rather than from minerals or chemi¬ 
cals. 2. an unrefined, crude drug, 

gal-i-ma-ti-as (gabma'sHeas), n. un¬ 
intelligible talk; nonsense, 

gal-li-gas-kins (gabgas'kins), n. pi. 
leather breeches or leggings, 

gal-li-mau-fry (gabmo'fre), n. a jum¬ 
ble or confused medley, 

gal-li-na-ceous (gabna'sHas), adj. 
like or of the family of birds which 
includes the domestic fowl, 

galli-pot (galbpot), n. a small ceramic 
pot for ointments, medicines, etc. 

gal-li-vant (gal'avant), v. to gad gaily 
about. 

gall-stone (gol'ston'), n. a stone-like 
concretion in the gall bladder, 

gal-lus (galbs), «., pi. gal-lus-es. sus¬ 
penders for a pair of trousers, 

gal-van-ic (galvan'ik), adj. 1. pertain¬ 
ing to, caused by, or produced by an 
electric current. 2. startling; convul¬ 
sive; shocking. 

gal-van-ize (gal'vanlz), v. 1. to stir 
into sudden activity; rouse. 2. to 
cover with a zinc coating, esp. to pre¬ 
vent rust. 

122 



123 garnishment 

gal-va-nom-e-ter (galvanom'itar), n. 
an instrument for detecting, compar¬ 

ing, and measuring small electric 

currents. 

gal-va-no-tax-is (gal'vanotak'sis), n. 
movement of an organism in response 

to an electric current, 

gal-va-not-ro-pism (galvanot'ra- 

pizm), n. tendency of an organism to 

grow toward or away from an electric 

current. 

gam (gam), n. a school of whales, 

gam-ba-do (gamba'dS), n., pi. gam- 
ba-dos, gam-ba-does. one of a pair of 

boots or gaiters attached to the saddle 

instead of stirrups, 

gam-bit (gam'bit), n. any initial move, 

esp. in chess, seeking an advantage; 

a cunning strategy, 

gam-boge (gamboj'), n. a yellow or 

yellow-orange pigment, 

gam-brel roof (gam'brol), a gable 

roof made up of two surfaces at each 

side that slope to the ridge at different 

angles. 

gam-e-lan (gam'alan), n. an orchestra 

consisting of bowed, stringed, and 

percussion instruments, and flutes, 

characteristic of southeast Asia, 

games-man-ship (gamz'manSHip), 

n. the art of winning games by dis¬ 

concerting one’s opponent, 

game-some (gam'sam), adj. gay or 

playful. 

gam-ete (gam'et), n. a reproductive 

cell which, uniting with another, 

produces a new organism, 

ga-me-to-cyte (gome'taslt), n. a cell 

producing gametes. 
gam-e-to-gen-e-sisCgam'itojen'isis), 

n. development of gametes, 

ga-me-to-phore (gome'tafor), n. a 

gamete-producing part, 

ga-me-to-phyte (game'tafit), n. a 

plant that reproduces sexually. See 

also sporophyte. 
gam-ma-di-on (gama'deon), «., pi. 
gam-ma-di-a (gama'deo). a figure 

used in ornamentation formed from 

the Greek capital letter gamma, as a 

swastika. 

gam-ma glob-u-lin (gam'a glob'ya- 

lin), a protein in blood plasma con¬ 

taining antibodies effective against 

measles and poliomyelitis, 

gamma ray, rays produced by radio¬ 

active material. 

gam-mon (gambn), n. a ham that 

has been smoked or cured, 

gam-o-gen-e-sis (gamajen'isis), n. 
reproduction by the union of two 

gametes. 

ga-nef (ga'nef), n. (slang) a thief, 

gan-gli-a (gaNG'glea), n. pi. of gan¬ 
glion. 

gan-gli-ate (gaNG'gleat), adj. possess¬ 

ing ganglia. Also gan'gli-on-ate. 
gan-gli-form (gaNG'glaform), adj. 
with the form of a ganglion, 

gan-gli-oid (gaNG'gleoid), adj. like a 

ganglion. 

gan-gli-on (gaNG'glean), n., pi. gan- 
gli-a (gaNG'glea), gan-gli-ons. 1. a 

small mass of nerve tissue outside the 

brain and spinal cord. 2. a tumor in 

the sheath of a tendon, as at the wrist. 

3. a center of activities. —gan-gli- 

on'ic, adj. 
gangue (gaNG), n. valueless minerals 

occurring in a vein or deposit of ore. 

gan-is-ter (gan'istar), n. a hard, sili¬ 

ceous rock used to line furnaces, 

gan-o-in (gan'oin), n. a hard, shiny 

surface on the outer layer of the scales 

of some fishes. 

gan-try (gan'tre), n. a framework of 

scaffolding for erecting vertically 

launched missiles. 

gar-ban-zo (garban'zo), n. a legumi¬ 

nous plant with edible pea-like seeds ; 

' chickpea. 

garde-robe (gard'r5b')> n. a ward¬ 

robe, or the clothes kept in one; 

clothespress. 

gar-goyl-ism (gar'goilizam), n. a con¬ 

genital abnormality characterized by 

grotesque deformities to parts of the 

body. 
gar-ner (gar'nar), v. to gather, hoaH, 

and store up. 

gar-net (gar'nit), n. a dark red color, 

gar-nish-ee (gar'nisHeO. v. to place 

(property or money) under garnish¬ 

ment. 
gar-nish-ment (gar'nisHmant), n. a 

notice to withhold a defendant’s 
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money or property subject to a court’s 

direction. 
gar-ni-ture (gar'nicHar), n. that 
which decorates; ornamentation, 

gar-rote (garot, garotO, n. 1. an iron 
collar, wire, or cord used to execute 
by throttling. 2. this method of capi¬ 
tal punishment. —v. 3. to throttle or 
strangle. Also ga-rote', ga-rotte', 
gar-rotteh 

gar-ru-li-ty (garooMite), n. the quality 
of being talkative. 

gar-ru-lous (gar'alas), adj. excessively 
loquacious; talkative about trivial 
matters; wordy. 

garth (garth), n. an enclosed yard or 
courtyard. 

gas-ser (gas'ar), n. (slang) anything 
that is extremely funny or pleasing, 
as That hat is a gasser. 

gas-tral-gi-a (gastral'jea), n. a violent 
stomach pain. 

gas-tric (gas'trik), adj. of or in the 
stomach. 

gas-tri-tis (gastri'tis), n. inflamma¬ 
tion of the stomach, 

gas-tro-en-ter-i-tis (gas 'troen 'tarl- 
tis), n. inflammation of the intestines 
and stomach. 

gas-tro-en-ter-ol-ogy (gas'troen'- 
taroFaje), n. study of the digestive 
organs. 

gas-tro-he-pat-ic (gas'trohipat'ik), 
adj. affecting the liver and stomach, 

gas-tro-in-tes-ti-nal (gas 'trointes'- 
tinl), adj. affecting the stomach and 
intestines. 

gas-tro-lith (gas'tralit/j), n. a stone or 
concretion in the stomach, 

gas-trol-o-gy (gastrol'aje), n. study of 
the stomach. 

gas-tro-nome (gas'tranom), n. a lover 
and judge of good food. Also gas- 
tron'o-mist. 

gas-tron-o-my (gastron'ame), n. art 
and science of good eating, 

gas-tro-scope (gas'traskbp), n. an 
instrument for inspecting the interior 
of the stomach. —gas-tros^copy, n. 

gat (gat), n. a channel extending inland 
through shoals, etc. 

ga-teau (gat5'), n., pi. ga-teaux (ga- 
toz,)• a decorated cake. 

gate-fold (gat'fold7), n. a page larger 
than the book or periodical it is bound 
in and folded so as not to extend be¬ 
yond the edges. 

gate-leg (gateleg7), n. a table having 

an extra leg which can be swung 

round to support a drop leaf. 

Gat-ling gun (gat'liNG), an early type 

of machine gun. 

gauche (goSH), adj. clumsy; lacking 

in social graces; tactless, 

gau-che-rie (goSH3re,)) n. a lack of 

social grace; an act that is awkward 

or tactless. 

gaud (god), n. a cheap ornament or 

bit of finery; showy display. —gau' 
der-y, adj. 

ga-ze-bo (goze'bo), n. a building such 
as an ornamental summerhouse, 

gaz -o -gene (gaz' ajen), n. an apparatus 
used to impregnate a liquid with a 
gas, as in making soda water, 

gaz-pa-cho (gazpa'cHo), n. a Spanish 
vegetable soup served cold. 

Ge-brauchs-mu-sik (gabrouKHs'- 
moozek'), n. music written in a simple 
manner for performance by ama¬ 
teurs. 

ge-fiill-te fish (gafihta), boned fish 
shaped into balls and served cold. 
Also ge-fil'te fish. 

ge-gen-schein (ga'ganSHln), n. a pale 

patch of light in the night sky, which 

is a reflection of sunlight on particles 

in space. 

Gei-ger counter (gl'gar), an instru¬ 
ment used chiefly to measure radio¬ 
activity. 

ge-la-tion (jela'sHan), n. the act or 
process of freezing; making solidly 
cold. 

gel-id (jel'id), adj. icy cold; frozen, 

ge-mein-schaft (gamin'sHaft), 
pi ge-mein-schaf-ten (gamln'sHaf- 
tan). 1. a fellowship of people having 
similar tastes. 2. a group with a strong 
sense of common identity, 

gem-el bottle (jem'al), a pair of cruets 
coupled together, with the necks 
curving in opposite directions, used 
as for oil and vinegar, 

gem-eled (jem'ald), adj. coupled, as 
two architectural members. 
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gem-i-nate (jem'anat), v. to mate or 
become paired or doubled. —gem-i' 
na'tion, n. 

gem-i-ni-flo-rous (jem'aneflo'ras), 

adj. with flowers arranged in pairs, 

gem-ma-ceous (jema'sHas), adj. of, 

or resembling buds, 

gem-mate (jem'at), adj. reproducing 

by budding. 

gem-ma-tion (jema'sHan), n. repro¬ 

duction by buds. Also gem-mu-la' 
tion. 

gem mif er ous (jemif'aras), adj. 
having buds. 

gem-mi-form (jem'aform), adj. hav¬ 
ing a bud-like shape, 

gem-mip-a-rous (jemip'aras), adj. 
producing or reproducing by buds, 

gem-ol-o-gy, gem-mol-o-gy (jem- 
ol'aje), n. the science or study of 
gemstones. 

ge-mut-lich (gamYt'liKH), adj. agree¬ 

able. Also ge-muet'lich. 
Ge -miit-lich-keit (gamYt' li KHklt'), 

n. agreeableness. Also Ge-muet'lich- 

keit. 
ge-nappe (janap'), v. to singe (yarn) 

to remove loose threads, 
gen-e-arch (jen'eark), n. the head of a 

family or tribe. 
general semantics, a discipline in¬ 

volving the interrelationships be¬ 
tween symbols and human behavior. 
See also semantics, 

ge-ner-ic (janer'ik), adj. referring to 
all members of a genus or class, 

ge-neth-li-ac (jinet/z'leak), adj. refer¬ 
ring to the position of the stars at one’s 

birth. 
ge-peth-li-al-o-gy (janet/z deol'aje), n. 

science of calculating the position of 

the stars, as on a birthday, 
ge-net-ics (janet'iks), n. science of 

heredity. 
ge-nic-u-late (janik'yalit), adj. 1. hav¬ 

ing joints. 2. bent as the knee at the 
knee joint. —ge-nic-u-la'tion, n. 

gen-i-to-u-ri-nar-y (jen 'itoyoor'- 

anere), adj. of or pertaining to the 

urinary and genital organs, 
gen-o-cide (jen'asld), n. the systema¬ 
tic mass murder of a race or of a 

religious group. 

gen-o-type (jen'atlp), n. 1. the genetic 
constitution of an organism. 2. a 
group sharing a common genetic 
constitution. 

gens (jenz), n., pi. gen-tes (jen'tez). a 
group with a common male ancestor, 

ge-nu (je'noo), n., pi. ge-nu-a Gen,_ 
ooa). the knee; a knee-like part, 

gen-u-flect (jen'ydoflekt), v. to bend 
the knee as an expression of rever¬ 
ence. —gen-u-flee'tion, n. 

gen-u-pec-tor-al GPn/yooPek'taral), 
adj. pertaining to the knee and chest, 

ge-o-cen-tric (jen'asen'trik), adj. 
reckoned from the center of the earth ; 
having the earth as center, 

ge-o-chem-is-try (je'okem'istre), n. 
the science of the chemistry of the 
earth. 

ge-o-chro-nol-o-gy (j<j 'okranol'aje), 
n. the dating of the earth on the basis 
of geological information, 

ge-o-des-ic (jeades'ik, jeade'sik), adj. 
pertaining to the geometry of curved 
surfaces. Also ge-o-des'i-cal. 

geodesic dome, a dome-like struc¬ 
ture created by R. Buckminster 
Fuller. 

ge-od-e-sy (jeod'ise), n. the science 
of calculating the measurement of 
large tracts of land, and the dimen¬ 
sions of the earth. Also ge'o-det'ics. 
—ge'o-det'ic, adj. 

ge-o-dy-nam-ics (je'odlnam'iks), n. 
the science of the dynamics within 
the earth. 

ge-og-no-sy (jeog'nase), n. geology 
dealing with theearth’s water, air, and 

crust. 
ge-oid (je'oid), n. an imaginary ellip¬ 

soid, flattened at the poles, that coin¬ 
cides with sea level, 

ge-o-mag-net-ic (je'omagnet'ik), 
adj. of or pertaining to the earth’s 
magnetism. 

ge-o-man-cy (je'amanse), n. divina¬ 
tion by means of a handful of earth 
thrown at random or by means of 
figures or lines. —ge'o-man-cer, n. 

ge-o-med-i-cine (je'Smed'isan), n. 
medicine dealing with the effect of 
geography on disease, 

ge-o-met-ric progression (jeamet'- 
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rik). a mathematical sequence in 
which each term is obtained by multi¬ 
plying the preceding by a constant 
factor. See also arithmetic progres¬ 
sion, harmonic progression, 

ge-o-mor-phic (jesmor'fik), adj. of or 
pertaining to the form of the surface 
of the earth. 

ge’O mor-phol•o-gy(je/amorfol'aje), 

n. the study of the origins and deve¬ 

lopment of land forms, 

ge-o-navi-ga-tion (je'onavaga'- 

SHan), n. navigation by terrestrial ob¬ 

jects. 

ge-oph-a-gy (jeof'aje), n. the eating of 
earth or of earthy matter, as clay, 

ge-oph-i-lous (jeof'alas), adj. earth- 
bound, as certain snails, 

ge-o-phys-ics (je'ofiz'iks), n. the sci¬ 
ence of the physics of the earth, 

ge-o-phyte (je'afTt), n. a plant that 
buds underground, 

ge-o-pon-ics (jeapon'iks), n. (con¬ 

strued as sing.) the science of agricul¬ 
ture. —ge-o-pon'ic, adj. 

Georgian (jor'jan), adj. of a style of 
architecture, art, and design predom¬ 
inant in England for a hundred 
years from about 1714, during the 
reigns of George I through George 
III, typified in buildings and dwell¬ 
ings by a basic construction of brick, 
with white wooden window and door 
frames, and neo-classical porticos, 

geor-gic (jor'jik), adj. agricultural, 
ge-ostat-ic (jeastat'ik), adj. of or per¬ 
taining to the pressure of earth, as in 
a mine. 

ge-o-strophic (jesstro'fik), adj. of or 
pertaining to the pressure in the atmo¬ 
sphere in relation to the Coriolis force, 

geosyncline (je 'Ssin'klln), n. a part 
of the earth’s crust subject to down¬ 
ward movement. 

ge-o-tax-is (je'otak'sis), n. movement 
of an organism in response to gravita¬ 
tional force. 

geo-tectonic (je 'Stekton'ik), adj. of 
or pertaining to the structure of the 
earth’s crust. 

geothermal (je'ot/zur'mal), adj. of 
or pertaining to the internal heat of 
the earth. Also ge-o-ther'mic. 
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ge-o-trop-ic (je'otrop'ik), adj. of or 

pertaining to movement with respect 

to the force of gravity. —ge-o'tro- 
pism, n. 

ger-a-tol-o-gy (jerotolGje), n. the 

study of old age. 

ge-rent (jerGnt), n. a manager, 

ger-i-at-rics (jer'eat'riks), «. (con¬ 

strued as sing.) 1. the science dealing 

with the diseases and care of old 

people. 2. the study of aging, 

ger-mane (jarman'), adj. relevant; 

pertinent; appropriate, 

ger-mi-cide (jur'misid), n. a germ¬ 

killing substance. 

ger-mi-nal (jur'manl), adj. 1. of or 

like a germ or germ cell. 2. being in an 

early stage of development; embry¬ 

onic. 

ger-mi-nant (jur'manant), adj. ger¬ 

minating; growing, 

ger-mi-nate (jur'manat), v. to begin 

to develop; start to grow. —ger'mi- 
na-tive, adj. 

ger-o-don-tics (jeradon'tiks), n. (con¬ 

strued as sing.) dentistry dealing w ith 

aging people. Also ger-o-don-tia 
(jeradon'sHa). 

ger-on-toc-ra-cy (jerantok'rase), n. 

government by elders, 

ge-ron-to-ge-ous (jaron'taje'as), n. 

belonging to Europe, Asia, or Africa, 
ger-on-tol-o-gy (jerantol'aje), n. the 

scientific study of aging and of old 
age. 

ger ryman der (jer'eman'dar), v. 
1. to manipulate with a gerrymander. 

—n. 2. reorganization of the election 

districts of a state, etc., to give one 

political party an advantage, 

ge-sell-schaft (gazel'sHaft), n.,pl. ge- 
sell-schaf-ten (gazel'sHaftan). 1. an 

association of people with a common 

intellectual, cultural, or business 

goal. 2. a formal organization usually 

non-traditional and not sentimental. 

See also gemeinschaft. 

ges-so (jes'o), n. any preparation like 

plaster used to prepare a surface be¬ 

fore painting. 

gest (jest), n. 1. bearing; conduct. 2. 
gesture. 

ge-stalt (gasmalt'), «., pi. ge-stalts, 
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ge-stal-ten (gasHtal'ton). (in psych¬ 

ology) a unified whole that cannot be 

derived from the sum of its parts. 

Gestalt psychology, the theory in 

psychology that phenomena do not 

happen through reflexes or sensa¬ 

tions. 

ges-tate (jes'tat), v. to be pregnant. 
—ges-ta'tion, n. 

ges-tic-u-late (jestik'yolat), v. to use 
gestures to emphasize or communi¬ 
cate; to express with gestures. —ges* 
tic'u-lar, adj. —ges-tic-u-la'tion, n. 

gew-gaw (gyoo'go), n. a gaudy or use¬ 
less trinket or trifle, 

gib-berel-lic acid (jibarel'ik), an 
acid that stimulates plant growth, 

gib'bet (jib'it), n. a gallows, 
gib’bos’i-ty (gibos'ite), n. the condi¬ 

tion of being gibbous, 
gib’bous (gib'as), adj. 1. hump¬ 

backed. 2. (of the moon) between half 
and full; convex at both edges. Also 
gib-bose (gib'os). 

gi-ga'cy-cle (jl'gaslkol), n. a billion 

cycles. 

gi-ga-hertz (jl'gahurts), n. a billion 

hertz. 
gi-gan-tism (jlgan'tizm), n. an abnor¬ 

mal growth in size of the whole body 
or of parts of the body. Also gi-'ant1 

ism. 
gi-ga-sec-ond (jl'gasekont), n. a bil¬ 

lion seconds. 
gig-ot (jig'at), n. 1. a leg of mutton. 2. 

a sleeve puffed out only above the el¬ 
bows ; leg-of-mutton sleeve, 

gim-bals (jim'balz), n. (construed as 

sing.) a device for mounting nautical 
instruments or equipment on a vessel 
so as to allow them to remain in a hori¬ 
zontal position regardless of the angle 
of the vessel. Also gim'bal ring, 

girrvlet (gim'lit), n. 1. a tool with a 
sharp screw end for boring holes. 2. 
a cocktail of gin and lime juice, 

gin'ger-bread (jin'jorbred'), n- elab¬ 
orate ornamentation, 

gin-gi-val (jinjl'val), adj. of the gums, 
gir’a’sol (jir'asol), n. 1. an opal with a 

luminous glow. —adj. 2. (of a stone) 
bluish-white with red reflections. 

Also gir'a-sole. 

gla-brate (gla'brat), adj. glabrous or 
becoming glabrous. 

gla-bres-cent (glabres'ant), adj. be¬ 
coming glabrous. 

gla-brous (gla'bras), adj. bald; hair¬ 
less; smooth. 

gla-ce (glasS'), adj. frozen; frosted, as 
a cake; candied. 

gla-cial-ist (gla'sHalist), n. a specialist 

in the geological phenomena caused 

by glacial activity. 

gla-ci-ate (gla'sHeat), v. to make or 

become frozen or covered with ice. 

gla-ci’oho-gy (gla 'SHeol'aje), n. study 

of glaciers. 

gla-cis (gla'sis), n. a gentle slope, 
glad-i-ate (glad'eit), adj. sword¬ 

shaped; ensiform; xiphoid, 
glair (gler), n. 1. raw white of egg. 2. a 

glaze made of egg white. 3. any similar 
viscous substance. —glair'y, adj. 

glau-co-ma (glokS'ma), n. a disease 
of the eye leading to loss of vision. 
—glau-co'ma-tous, adj. 

glau-cous (glo'kas), adj. greenish- 

blue. 
gle-noid (gle'noid), adj. shallow or 

slightly cupped, as a bone cavity, 
glis-sade (glisad'), n. a skillful des¬ 

cending glide over snow, as on skis, 
glo-bate (glo'bat), adj. globe-shaped, 
glo-big^er-i-na ooze (globij'arl'na), 
a deposit on the ocean floor consisting 
mainly of shells. 

glo-boid (glS'boid), adj. globular, 
glo-bose (glo'bos), adj. globe-like, 
glob-u-lar (glob'yalor), adj. spherical. 

Also glob'udous. 
glob-ule (glob'yool), n. a small round 

body. 
glob-u-lif-er-ous (globyalif'aras), 

adj. yielding or having globules. 

glo-chicH-ate (glSkid'eat), adj. bar¬ 

bed at the apex. 

glo-chid-i-um (glbkid'eam), «., pi. 

glo-chid-i-a (glokid'ea). a hair with a 

barbed tip. 
glo-chis (glS'kis), «., pi. glo-chi-nes 

(glokl'nez). a barbed hair, 

glom-er-ate (glom'arit), adj. gath¬ 

ered into a compact mass, 

glom-er-a-tion (glomara'sHan), n. a 

glomerate mass; conglomeration. 
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gloss (glos), n. 1. an explication ol a 
term or expression in a text, usually 
in the form of a note. —v. 2. to inter¬ 
pret by means of a gloss, 

glos-sa (glos'a), n. the tongue. —glos' 
sal, adj. 

glos-se-mat-ics (glosamat'iks), n. 

{used as singular) the linguistic study 
of glossemes. 

glos-seme (glos'em), n. the smallest 
meaningful signal in language, made 
up of a morpheme and a tagmeme. 
—glos-se'mic, adj. 

glos-si-tis (glosl'tis), n. inflammation 
of the tongue. 

glot-tal (glotO), adj. of or produced in 
the glottis. 

glot-tic (glot'ik), adj. glottal, 
glot-tis (glot'is), n. the opening be¬ 

tween the vocal cords, 
gloze (gloz), v. to extenuate; explain 

away. 
glu-cose (gloo'kos), n. a sugar occur¬ 

ring in many fruits, about one half as 
sweet as ordinary sugar, 

glu-tam-ic acid (glootam'ik). an 
amino acid found in meteorites. Also 
glu-ta-mirdic acid, 

glu-ten (gloo'tn), n. substance re¬ 
maining when wheat flour is washed 
to remove the starch. —glu'te-nous, 
adj. 

glu-ti-nous (glob'tanas), ad/, like glue; 
sticky. 

glycine (gfflsen), n. a simple, com¬ 
mon amino acid, traces of which have 
been found in meteorites, 

glyph (glif), n. a relief carving; hiero¬ 
glyph. 

glyp-tic (glip'tik), adj. pertaining to 
engraving on gems, ivory, etc. 

glyp-tics (glip'tiks), n. art of engrav¬ 
ing on gems, etc. 

glyp-to-graph (glip'tagraf), n. an en¬ 
graved design as on a gem. 

glyptography (gliptog'rafe), n. 

study of engraved gems, 
gnath'ic (nat/dik), adj. pertaining to 
the jaw. Also gnath'al. 

gna-thon-ic (nat/zon'ik), adj. obse¬ 
quious; toadying. 

gnome (nom), n. an aphorism; max¬ 
im; pithy saying. —gno'mic, adj. 
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gno-mist (no'mist), n. a writer of 

maxims. 
gno-mol-o-gy (nomol'aje), n. a collec¬ 

tion of aphorisms; gnomic writing, 
gno-mon (no'mon), n. the part of a 

sundial that casts the shadow indicat¬ 

ing the time. 
gnos-tic (nos'tik), adj. possessing 
mystical knowledge; pertaining to 
knowledge. Also gnos'ti-cal. 

gno-to-bi-o-sis (nb'tobIS'sis), n. a 
condition in which germfree animals 
have been inoculated with micro¬ 
organisms of a given type. —gno-to- 
bi-ot-ic (no'toblot'ik), adj. 

gno-to-bi-ote (no'tobl'ot), n. a gnoto- 
biotic animal. 

GNP, gross national product, 
gob-bet (gob'it), n. a morsel; lump or 
mass. 

go-det (godet'), n. a triangular piece 
of fabric added to a garment to give 
fullness. 

goi-ter (godtar), n. an enlargement of 
the thyroid gland in the neck. —goi¬ 
trous (godtras), adj. 

go-nad (go'nad), n. the organ produc¬ 
ing gametes; reproductive gland, 

go-nad-o-trope (gonad'atrop), n. a 
gonadotropic substance, 

go-nad-o-trop-ic (gonad'atrop'ik), 
adj. pertaining to certain substances 
that affect the ovary or testis, 

gon-fa-lon (gon'falan), n. a banner, 
with streamers, hanging from a cross¬ 
bar. 

go-ni-om-e-ter (gb'neonditar), n. an 
instrument for measuring angles, 

gon-o-coc-cus (gonakok'as), «., pi. 

gon-o-coc-ci (gonakok'sT). bacteria 
causing gonorrhea, 

gon-o-cyte (gon'aslt), n. a germ cell 
when it is maturing, 

gon-or-rhe-a (gonare'a), n. a conta¬ 
gious inflammation of the urethra or 
the vagina. 

goof-ball (goof'bol'), n- Slang, a bar¬ 
biturate pill. 

goo-gol (goo'gol), n. the number 1 
followed by 100 zeros, 

gore (gor), n. a triangular piece of ma¬ 
terial added to a garment or sail for 
extra width. 
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gor-gon-ize (gor'ganlz), v. to hypno¬ 
tize ; turn as to stone. 

Gor-gon-zo-la (goganzhna), n. a very 
strongly flavored blue-veined Italian 
cheese. 

gos-port (gos'port), n. a speaking tube 
allowing communication between 
parts of an aircraft. 

Goth-ic (got/z'ik), adj. 1. pertaining to 
a medieval style of art, music, and 
architecture, characterized in the last 
by the use of pointed arches, ribbed 
vaults, delicate tracery in stonework, 
and flying buttresses, gargoyles, and 
grotesquery. 2. pertaining to a later 
style of writing characterized by vio¬ 
lent events and a decaying atmo¬ 
sphere. 

gouache (gwaSH), n. a method of 
painting in water colors mixed with 
gum. 

gour-mand-ize (gbor'mandlz), v. to 
eat well; eat excessively or glutton¬ 

ously. 
gout (gout), n. a disease characterized 

by swellings in the joints, esp. in the 
great toe, and caused by excess uric 

acid in the blood. 
gout (goo), n. French, style or prefer¬ 

ence; taste. 
govern ance (guvbrnans), n. con¬ 

trol ; act of governing. 
gra-ben (gra'ban), n. a part of the 
earth that has been pushed down¬ 
ward. See also horst. 

gra-di-ent (gra'deont), n. the angle of 
ascent or descent of a highway, rail¬ 

road, etc. 
grad-u-al-ism (graj'ooalizm), n. the 
method of achieving a goal by gradual 

steps rather than drastic action. 
grad-u-al-ist (graj 'ooolist), n. one who 

advocates a gradual enforcement of 

desegregation laws (esp. in the South¬ 

ern states). 
graf-fi-ti (grafe'te), n. pi. writings or 

drawings, often of an obscene nature, 
found on the walls of public build¬ 

ings such as restrooms. 
graft-age (graf'tij), n. the inserting of 

a part of one plant into another to 
produce a new combined variety. 

gral-la-to-ri-al(grabt6r'eal), adj. per- 

graphomotor 

taining to birds that wade, as the 
herons, cranes, etc. 

gram (gram), n. a metric unit of mass 
which equals 15.432 grains, 

gram-a-ry (grambre), n. the lore of 
sorcery. 

gram-i-niv-o-rous (gramanivbras), 
adj. feeding on seeds, 

gram-ma-logue (gramblog), n. a 

word shown as a sign or letter, as “ &, ” 
which signifies “and.” 

Gram-neg-a-tive (gram'negbtiv), 
adj. (of bacteria) not remaining violet 
when dyed by Gram’s method. 

Gram-pos-i-tive (gram'pozbtiv), 
adj. (of bacteria) remaining violet 
when dyed by Gram’s method. 

Gram’s method, a method of stain¬ 
ing bacteria treated with a solution of 
iodine, potassium iodide, and water. 

Grand Gui-gnol (graN genyol'), dra¬ 
ma with strong overtones of horror, 

gran -dil -o -quence (grandil' ak wans), 
n. a pompous and lofty style of speech. 
—gran-dil'o-quent, adj. 

gran-di-ose (gran'deos), adj. grand; 
imposing; impressive, 

grand mal (gran' mal')- epilepsy 
characterized by loss of conscious¬ 
ness, frothing at the mouth, etc. See 
also epilepsy, petit mal. 

gran-drelle (grandrefl), n. yarn made 
by twisting two strands of contrasting 

colors. 
grang-er-ize (gran'jarlz), v. 1. to add 

illustrations to a book by inserting 
additional prints, drawings, etc. 2. to 
mutilate (books) to get illustrations, 

gra-nif-er-ous (granif'aras), adj. 

bearing grain. 
gra-niv-o-rous (granivbras), adj. 

feeding on grain. 
gran-u-lo-ma (granyalb'ma), n., pi. 

gran-u-lo-mas, gran-u-lo-ma-ta 
(granyalo'mata). a tumor composed 

of proud flesh. 
gran-u-lo-ma-to-sis (gran'yolbma- 

td'sis), n. a condition characterized 
by many granulomas, 

graph-ol-o-gy (grafolGje), n. the anal¬ 
ysis of handwriting to determine the 

writer’s personality, 
graph-o-mo-tor (grafamo'tor), adj. 
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pertaining to muscular control in 

writing. 
gra-phon-o-my (grafon'ame), n. the 

study of different systems of writing, 
grap-pa (grap'pa), n. brandy that has 

not been aged. 
grat-i-cule (grat'akyool), n. a grid of 

lines on a map or chart, 
grat-i-nate (grat'anat), v. to cook food 
with a topping of browned crumbs 
and butter or grated cheese, 

gra-ti-ne (gratena'), adj. gratinated. 
grat-u-lant (graCH Giant), adj. ex¬ 

pressing joy and congratulations. 
Grau-stark-i-an (groustark'ean), 

adj. typically romantic and melo¬ 
dramatic, as the adventures of mili¬ 
tary and court figures in certain lit¬ 
erature. 

gra-va-men (grava'man), «., pi. gra- 
vam-i-na (gravam'ana). the most im¬ 
portant part of a legal accusation, 

gra-vim-e-ter (gravim'itar), n. 1. an 
instrument for measuring specific 
gravity. 2. an instrument to measure 
differences in the earth’s gravita¬ 
tional field. Also gravity meter, 

gra-vim-e-try (gravim'itre), n. the 
measurement of weight. —grav-i- 
met'ric, adj. 

gra-vure (gravyoor'), n. a method of 
printing from engraved plates, 

gray eminence, a person who holds 
power but wields it through another; 
power behind the throne, [from 
French eminence grise] 

great circle, 1. a circle obtained by 
cutting a sphere by a plane passing 
through its center. See also small 
circle. 2. line of shortest distance 
between two points on the earth’s 
surface. 

greater omentum, an omentum 
joined to the stomach and extending 
over the small intestine. See also 
lesser omentum. 

greenhouse effect, the effect of 
screening the earth’s surface by rais¬ 
ing its temperature by short-wave 
radiant heat without allowing the es¬ 
cape of long-wave radiant heat, pro¬ 
duced by gases in the atmosphere, as 
carbon dioxide. 

gre-gar-i-ous (griger'eas), adj. living 
in groups, or flocks; loving company. 

Gre-go-ri-an calendar (grigor'ean), 
the calendar (still in use) introduced 
by Pope Gregory XIII in the 16th 
century, calculating a year as having 
365 days, and a leap year, which con¬ 
sists of 366 days, as occurring every 
fourth vear excepting those divisible 
by 400.' 

gren-a-dine (grenaden'),«■ a type of 
light, loosely woven cloth. 

gren-a-dine2 (grenaden'), n. a sweet 
syrup made from pomegranates. 

gres-so-ri-al (gresor'eal), adj. adap¬ 
ted for walking. 

gride (grid), v. 1. to grate or scrape. 
2. to cut. 

gri-gri (gre'gre), n. a charm or amulet 
of African origin. 

gril-lade (grilad'), n. a dish of broiled 
or grilled meat. 

gri-mal-kin (grimaPkin), n. a cat, esp. 
an old female cat. 

gri-saille (grizl'), n. a painting en¬ 
tirely executed in shades of gray. 

gross national product, the mone¬ 
tary value of all goods and services of 
one country in one year. Abbrev.: 
GNP. 

gris-e-ous (gris'eas), adj. gray. 
groin (groin), n. 1. the meeting point 
of the belly and thigh. 2. the curved 
line formed by the intersection of two 
vaults. 

ground layer. See surface boundary 
layer. 

ground-speed (ground'sped'), n. the 
speed of an aircraft in relation to the 
ground, which is considered as sta¬ 
tionary. See also airspeed. 

group therapy, psychiatric treatment 
in which a group of patients discuss 
their problems together with a thera¬ 
pist. 

grout (grout), n. mortar used to fill 
joints in masonry. 

grum (grum), adj. appearing grim, 
glum, or surly. 

grume (groom), n. clotting blood. 

Gru-yere (groover'), n. a firm, lightly 
flavored, Swiss cheese having small 
holes. 



131 gynecopathy 

gu-ber-na-to-ri-al (goo 'barnator'- 
eal), adj. of or pertaining to a gov¬ 
ernor. 

gudg-eon (guj'an), n. 1. someone 
easily duped. 2. a bait, 

guer-don (gur'dn), n. 1. a reward. 
—v. 2. to recompense, 

gue-rite (garet;), n. a wicker chair with 
a hood over the seat, 

guile (gll), n. underhand cunning; 
deceitfulness; duplicity. —guile'ful, 
adj. —guile'less, adj. 

guimpe (gimp), n. 1. a yoke as of lace 
or embroidered linen worn to fill the 
neck of a low-cut dress. 2. stiffly 
starched cloth that covers the neck 
and shoulders of habits of certain 

nuns. 
gui pure (gipyoor'), n. any of various 

heavy, large-patterned laces, 
gu-la (gyoo'la), n. the upper part of 

the throat. 
gulch (gulcH), n. a ravine, usually deep 
and narrow, marking the course of a 

stream. 
gul-gul (gul'gul), n. a concoction of 

powdered seashells in oil, used as a 
protective coat for wooden ships, 

gull (gul), v. 1. to dupe; fool; trick. 
—rt. 2. one who is easily tricked or 

deceived. 
gu-los-i-ty (gyoolos'ite), n. greed; 

gluttony. 
gunk-hole (guNGk'hol'), v. to sail 

gently along the coast stopping in 

quiet anchorages, 
gurge (gurj), n. a whirlpool, 
gur-gi-ta-tion (gur'jita'sHan), n. a 

surging and eddying as of water, 
gu-ru (goo'roo), n. a Hindu teacher of 

religion, giving personal religious in¬ 

struction. 
gus-set (gus'it), n. a triangular piece 

of material inserted for strengthen¬ 

ing or enlarging the original, 
gus-ta-tion (gusta'SHan), n. act or fa¬ 

culty of tasting. 
gus-ta-to-ry (gustator'e), adj. per¬ 
taining to the sense of taste or tasting, 

gut-buck-et (gut'bukit), n. jazz played 
in early traditional barrelhouse style, 

gut-ta (gut'a), n., pi. gut-tae (gut'e). 
a drop or something like one. 

gut-ta-per-cha (gut'apurCH'a), n. a 
substance obtained from the sap of 
certain Malayan trees and used for 
insulating electric wires and dental 
fillings. 

gut-tate (gut'at), adj. resembling or 
in the form of a drop, 

gut-ti-form (gut'aform), adj. shaped 
like a drop. 

gut-tie (gut'l), v. to guzzle; eat greed- 

ily- 
guy-ot (geo), n. a flat undersea moun¬ 

tain in the Pacific Ocean, 
gym-kha-na (jimka'na), n. a meeting 
held for horsemen to display equita¬ 
tion. 

gym-nog-e-nous (jimnoj'anas), adj. 
featherless at birth, as certain birds, 

gym-no-rhi-nal (jimnarl'nl), adj. (of 
a bird) having the nostrils not covered 
with feathers. 

gym-no-sperm (jim'naspurm), n. a 
plant with its seeds not enclosed in 
an ovary. —gym-no-sper'mous, adj. 

gym -no -spore (jim'n3spor),w.aspore 
with no protective envelope, 

gy-nan-dro-morph (jinan'dramorf), 
n. an organism of mixed sex; her¬ 
maphrodite; a monoecious indi¬ 

vidual. 
gy-nan-dry (jinan'dre), n. the condi¬ 
tion of having both male and female 
organs in one individual; hermaph¬ 
roditism. Also gy-nan'drism. 

gy-nar-chy (jin'arke), n. government 
by a woman or women. Also gyn-e- 
coc-ra-cy, gyn-ae-coc-ra-cy (jina- 

kok'rase). 
gy-ne-cic, gy-nae-cic (jine'sik), adj. 

of or pertaining to women, 
gyn-e-coid, gyn-ae-coid (jin'akoid), 

adj. of or like a woman, 
gy-ne-col-o-gy, gy-nae-col-ogy (gl- 

nakol'aje), n. the study of the func¬ 
tions and diseases of the reproductive 
organs of women. —gy-ne-col'o- 
gist, gy-nae-col'o-gist, n. 

gyn-e-co-mor-phous, gyn-ae-co- 
mor-phous (jin'akomor'fas), adj. 
having the appearance of a female, 

gyn-e-cop-a-thy, gyn-ae-cop-a-thy 
(jinakop'at/je), n. a disease peculiar 

to women. 
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gyn-e-pho-bi-a, gyn-ae-pho-bi-a 
(jinafo'bea), n. a fear of women, 

gyn-i-at-rics (jin'eat'riks), n. treat¬ 
ment of diseases peculiar to females. 
Also gyn-i-a'try. 

gy-ro-com-pass (jl'rokumpas), n. a 
nonmagnetic navigational compass 
making use of a gyroscope to indicate 
true north. 

gy-noe-ci-um, gy-ne-ci-um Gine'- 
seam), n. the innermost part of a 

flower, lying within the ring of 
stamens and comprising one or more 
carpels. Also pistil. 

gyrose G',rbs)> adj. having wavy 
striations. 

gyro-vague (jl'rovag), n. an itinerant 
monk who traveled between monas¬ 
teries. 

gyve (jlv), n. 1. (usually pi.) a shackle 
for the leg; fetter. —v. 2. to shackle 
or fetter by the leg. 



H 
ha-bilTments (habil'amants), n. pi. 

furniture; decorations; equipment, 
hab-i-tude (hab'itood), n. usual con¬ 

dition or state of mind; usual way of 

acting. 
ha-chure (11381100^), n. one of the 

fine parallel lines of shading drawn 
on a map to indicate the steepness of 

a slope. 
hack-a-more (hak'amor), n. a horse¬ 

hair or rawhide bridle with a nose- 
piece, used mainly for breaking colts, 

hadj (haj), n., pi. hadj-es. See hajj. 
had'ji (haj'e), n.,pl. hadj-is. See hajji. 
haec-ce-i’ty (heksehte), n. the quality 

that gives something its individuality. 

See also quiddity. 
haema- For words beginning with 

this prefix, see hema-. 
hag'gis (haghs), n. a Scottish dish 
made of sheep’s or calf’s heart, lungs, 
ancl liver, chopped with suet and oat¬ 
meal, and boiled in the animal s 

stomach. 
hag-i-oc-ra-cy (hag'eok'rase), n. go¬ 
vernment by saints, priests, or others 

deemed holy. 
hag-i-og-ra-pher (hag'eog'rafar), n. 

a writer of the lives of saints. Also 
hag-i-og'ra-phist. 

hag -i-og -ra -phy (hag 'eog' rafe), n. the 
writing and study of the lives of saints, 

hagiolatry (hag'eol'atre), n. the 

worship or veneration of saints, 
hag-i-ol-o-gy (hag'eol'aje), n. a single 

work or branch of literature describ¬ 
ing the lives and legends of saints, 

hag-rid-den (hag'ridn), adj. worried 
or tormented, as by a hag or witch. 

Hague Tribunal, a court of arbitra¬ 
tion set up at The Hague, Holland, in 
1899 for the peaceful settlement of 
international disputes, 

ha-ha (ha'ha), n. a boundary to a gar¬ 
den or park, usually a fence sunk in a 

ditch. 
haik, haick (hlk, hak), n. an outer gar¬ 
ment worn by Arabs, made from a 
rectangular piece of cloth, 

hai-kai (hl'kl), n. a form of Japanese 
verse, originated in 17th-century 

Japan. 
hai-ku (hl'koo), n. a Japanese poem 

consisting of 17 syllables, 
hajj (haj), n., pi. hajj-es. a pilgrimage 
to Mecca made at least once by pious 
Muslims. Also hadj. 

haj'ji (haj'e), «.,/>/. haj'jis. 1. a Muslim 
who has made the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 2. an Eastern Christian who 
has visited the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem. Also hadji, haji. 

ha-ladion (hala'sHan), n. a bright, 
halo-like patch or blur on a developed 
photograph, caused by light reflected 
through the surface emulsion from 

the surface of the backing, 
hadawah (halava'), n- See halvah, 
hal-cy-on (haFsean), n. 1. a mythical 
bird said to breed at the winter sol- 
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stice in a nest floating on the sea and 
to calm the waves; identified with the 
kingfisher. —adj. 2. calm; peaceful; 
happy; prosperous, 

half-life (haf'lTf), n.,pl. half-lives, (in 
physics) the time in which one half 
the atoms in a quantity of radioactive 
substance disintegrate. Also half-life 
period. 

half title, a page in a book bearing the 
title only, usually placed before the 
title page. Also bastard title, 

half-tone (haf'ton'), «• 1. a process 
of photoengraving in which tone 
gradations are reproduced in the form 
of minute dots by means of a screen 
placed before the film. 2. the metal 
plate thus prepared for letterpress re¬ 
production. 3. the print obtained 
from the plate. 

half-track (haf'trak '), n. a motor ve¬ 
hicle, particularly for military use, 
equipped with caterpillar treads on 
the rear driving wheels, 

hal-i-dom (hal'idam), n. a holy place 
or sanctuary, as a chapel or church. 
Also hal'i-dome. 

hal-i-to-sis (halito'sis), n. foul, offen¬ 
sive breath. 

hal-lu-cin-o-gen (haloo'sanajen), n. 

a substance, as a drug, that causes 
hallucinations or fantasies, 

hal-lu-ci-no-sis (haloosano'sis), n. 

mental illness, accompanied by and 
caused by hallucinations, 

hal-lux (hal'aks), n., pi. hal-lu-ces 
(hal'yasez). the great toe or the inner¬ 
most digit of the hind foot of a mam¬ 
mal. 

hal-o-phile (hal'afil), n. a plant or ani¬ 
mal favoring an alkaline or salty en¬ 
vironment. 

hal-o-phyte (hal'afit), n. a plant favor¬ 
ing alkaline or salty soil, 

hal-vah (halva'), n. a sweet, sticky, 
gelatinous form of candy made of 
ground sesame seed, honey, and fla¬ 
voring. Also ha lava, halva, 

ha-mate (ha'mat), adj. 1. equipped 
with hooks; hook-like. —n. 2. Also 

unciform, the anatomical name for a 
bone of the carpus with a hook-like 
process. 

ham mer-toe (ham'arto), n. a toe 
permanently deformed by being bent 
downward. 

ham-u-lus (ham'yabs), n., pi. ham- 
u-li (ham'yalT). a small hook-like pro¬ 
jection as on a bone, bristle, or feather. 

han-a-per (han'apar), n. a wicker case 

or basket formerly used to carry 
documents. 

hand-sel (han'sal), n. 1. a gift or 
present, bringing good luck, as at the 
beginning of a new year or a new 
enterprise. —v. 2. to give a handsel 
to. Also han'sel. 

hanging valley, a valley, the lower 
end of which opens high above a beach 
or stretch of coast, usually as a result 
of erosion. 

Han-sard (han'sard), n. the pub¬ 
lished reports of the debates and pro¬ 
ceedings of the two Houses of the 
British Parliament at Westminster. 

Han-sen’s disease (han'sanz), lep¬ 
rosy, so named after the Norwegian 
physician who discovered the causa¬ 
tive bacterium. 

ha-pax le-go-me-non (hap'aks li- 
gom'anon), pi. hap-ax le-go-me-na 
(hap'aks ligom'ana), Greek, a word 
or group of words of which there is 
only one recorded use. 

hap-less (hap'lis), adj. unfortunate; 
unlucky. 

hap-log-ra-phy (haplog'rafe), n. a 
copying or printing error by which a 
letter or group of letters which should 
be repeated are omitted, as dention for 
dentition. 

hap-loid (hap'loid), adj. (in biology) 
single. 

hap-lol-o-gy (haplol'aje), n. the con¬ 
traction of a word by elimination of a 
syllable, as symbology for symbolology. 

hap-lo-pi-a (haplo'pea), n. normal 
vision. See also diplopia. 

hap-tics (hap'tiks), n. a branch of 
psychology dealing with the sense of 
touch. 

hap-tom-e-ter (haptom'itar), n. a ma¬ 
chine that measures the sense of 
touch. 

ha-ra-ki-ri (harbker'e), n. a form of 

suicide, by slittingopen theabdomen, 
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practised in Japan, usually after sig¬ 
nal disgrace; seppuku. Also har'i- 
kar'i. 

hard-fished (hard'fis'tid), adj. stingy; 
miserly; ruthless. 

hard goods, non-perishable mer¬ 
chandise, as furniture, automobiles, 
and household appliances. See also 
soft goods. 

hard-hat (hard'hat'), n. a worker in 
a hazardous location who wears a pro¬ 
tective helmet. 

hard •pan (hard'pan), n. hard subsoil, 
as of clay, gravel, or sand; any firm 
unbroken ground. 

hard sauce, a creamlike blend of but¬ 
ter and sugar, often flavored, esp. 
with brandy, whiskey, etc., used for 
pies and puddings, 

hard sell, a direct, high-pressure me¬ 
thod of advertising or selling. See also 

soft sell. 
hard-tack (hard' tak), n. ahard biscuit, 

once a part of navy or army rations. 

Also ship biscuit. 
harl (harl), n. a fiber of flax or hemp, 
har-le-quin (har'takwin), n. the lead¬ 

ing male actor in old Italian comedy, 
traditionally masked and wearing 
parti-colored tights, carrying a magic 
wand, and given to playing comic 

tricks. 
har-le-quin-ade (har'takwinad'), n. 

a play or pantomime in which harle¬ 
quin plays the lead; horseplay, 

har• le -quin -esque (har' takwinesk'), 
adj. in the guise or manner of a harle¬ 

quin. 
har-mon-ic pro-gres-sion, a series 

of numbers whose reciprocals are in 
arithmetic progression as 1, \j|. 
See also arithmetic progression, 
geometric progression, 

har mo ni um (harmo'neam), n. a 
small keyboard instrument, similar 

to an organ, the sounds of which are 
produced by metal reeds set into 
vibration by air from a foot-operated 

bellows. 
harTi’dan (har'idn), n. a bad-tem¬ 
pered, disreputable old woman; a 

hag. 
har-ri-er (har'ear), n. one of a breed 

of hound, smaller than a foxhound, 
used for hunting, esp. hares, 

ha-sen-pfef-fer, has-sen-pfef-fer 
(ha'sanfefar), n. a stew of pickled rab¬ 
bit meat, usually served with sour 
cream. 

hash-ish (haSH'eSH), n. a narcotic or 
intoxicant, prepared from cannabis, 
and drunk, smoked, or chewed. Also 
hash'eesh. 

Ha-sid (ha'sid), n.,pl. Ha-skHm (ha- 
sid'im), a member of an orthodox 
Jewish sect, originating in 18th-cen¬ 
tury Poland, characterized by its 
blend of mysticism and prayer with 
joyful singing and dancing. Also 
Chasid. —Has'i-dism, n. 

has-let (has'lit), n. the edible entrails, 
heart, liver, etc., of an animal, esp. the 
pig, formerly roasted on a spit, 

has-lock (has'lok), n. a coarse type of 

wool. 
has-tate (has'tat), adj. shaped like a 

spearhead. 
hate-mon-ger (hat'muNGgar), n. 

someone who stirs up hatred or pre¬ 

judice. 
haus-teblate (hostel'it), adj. adapted 

for sucking, as the mouth parts of 
certain crustaceans and insects, 

haus-tel-lum (hostel'am), n., pi. 
haus-tel-la (hostel's), the sucking 
organ or proboscis of some crusta¬ 
ceans and insects. 

haute cou-ture (ot kootYr'), French. 
high fashion, applied particularly to 
fashionable dressmaking and to the 
establishments engaged in it. 

haute cui-sine (5t kwezen'), French. 
the art of fine cooking and food 

preparation. 
hau • teur (hotur'),w.aloftyor haughty 

manner and bearing, 
haut monde (o moNd'), French, high 

society. See also beau monde. 
havedock (hav'lok), n. a cloth cover¬ 

ing for a cap, with a flap to protect the 
back of the neck from the sun. 

heart-bum (hart'burn), n. an uncom¬ 
fortable burning sensation in the 
stomach caused by excess acidity. 

Also cardialgia. 
heart murmur. See murmur. 
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heat exchanger, an engineering de¬ 
vice for cooling and heating fluids 
simultaneously, or for transferring 
the heat of one substance to another, 
as in reclaiming exhaust gases. 

heavy water, water in which deu¬ 
terium has replaced hydrogen atoms, 
chiefly used to control nuclear reac¬ 
tion in the furnaces of atomic power 
plants. 

heavyweight (hev'ewat'), n. a box¬ 
er of any weight fighting in the 
heaviest class. 

heb-do-mad (heb'damad), n. 1. the 
number seven, or group of seven. 2. a 
week. 

heb-dom-a-dal (hebdom'adl), adj. 
occurring, meeting, or being pub¬ 
lished every week. 

he-be-phre-nia (hebafre'nea), n. a 
form of split-personality disorder, 
allied to puberty, marked by halluci¬ 
nations and severe emotional distur¬ 
bance. —he-be-phren-ic (11(^36-6^- 
ik), adj. 

heb-e-tate (heb'itat), v. 1. to make or 
become dull or inert. —adj. 2. (of a 
plant part) having a blunt or soft 
point. 

he-be-tic (hibet'ik), adj. characteri¬ 
stic of or pertaining to puberty. 

heb-e-tude (heb'itood), n. state of 
being dull, inert, and listless. 

hec-a-tomb (hek'atom), n. a mass 
slaughter or sacrifice. 

hec-to<li-ter,hek<to-li-ter(hek,t3le'- 
tor), n. a metric measure of capacity, 
equivalent to 100 liters or 26.418 U.S. 
gallons. 

hec-to-me-ter, hek-to-me-ter (hek'- 
tame'tar), n. a metric measurement 
of length, equaling 100 meters or 
328.089 feet. 

hec-to-stere, hek-to-stere (hek'ta- 
ster), n. a metric measurement of 
capacity, equal to 100 steres. 

he-don-ics (hedon'iks), n. (in psy¬ 
chology) the study of pleasurable and 
nonpleasurable states of mind. —he- 
don'ic, adj. 

he-don-ism (he'danizam), n. 1. ethi¬ 
cal theory or doctrine that the pursuit 
of pleasure is the highest good. 2. de¬ 

votion to pleasure or happiness as a 
way of life. —he'don-ist, n. 

he-gem-o-ny (hijeirdone, heg'amo- 
ne), n. political or economic leader¬ 
ship or dominance by one state over 
others in a confederacy. 

he-gi-ra, he-ji-ra (hijl'ra), n. a flight 
or escape from one situation or place 
to a better one, esp. (H-) the flight of 
Mohammed from Mecca to Medina 
in A.D. 622, regarded as the begin¬ 
ning of the Mohammedan era. Also 
hijra. 

Hei-li-gen-schein (hl'ligonsHln), n., 
pi. Hei-li-gen-scheine (hl'liganSHl- 
na), German, a halo; specifically, the 
circle of light around the shadow cast 
on wet grass in sunlight by someone’s 
head. 

hei-nous (ha'nas), adj. wicked; atro¬ 
cious; abominable. 

heir apparent, pi. heirs apparent, 
one who is in line to succeed to a 
property or title and whose rights are 
unassailable. 

heir presumptive, pi. heirs pre¬ 
sumptive. one who is in line to 
succeed to a property or title, unless 
a closer direct heir is subsequently 
born. 

hek-to-li-ter (hek'tale'tar), n. See 
hectoliter. 

hek-to-me-ter (hek'tame'tar), n. See 
hectometer. 

hek-to-stere (hek'taster), n. See hec- 
tostere. 

he-li-a-cal (hill'akal), adj. near or per¬ 
taining to the sun, esp. applied to the 
appearance of a visible star before 
sunrise or its disappearance after sun¬ 
set. Also he'li-ac. 

hel-i-cal (hel'ikal), adj. of or in the 
form of a helix. 

he-liced (he'list), adj. adorned or 
decorated with spirals. 

hel-i-cline (hel'aklln), n. a curving 
ramp. 

hel-i-co-graph (hel'akograf), n. an 
instrument for drawing spirals. 

hel-i-coid (hel'akoid), adj. coiled or 
shaped like a spiral. 

he-li-o-cen-tric (heflebsen'trik), adj. 
1. having or depicting the sun as cen- 
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tral. 2. seen or measured as from the 
center of the sun. 

he-li-o-gram (he'leagram), n. a mes¬ 
sage signaled by a heliograph, 

he-li-o-graph (he'leagraf), n. 1. an 
instrument for signaling messages by 
reflecting sunlight intermittently 
through a mirror by means of a shut¬ 
ter. 2. an apparatus for photograph¬ 
ing the sun. 3. an instrument for 
measuring the intensity of the sun’s 
rays. —v. 4. to signal by heliograph. 
—he-li-og'ra-phy, n. 

he-li-ol-a-try (he'leol'atre), n. sun 
worship. 

he-li-o-scope (he'leaskop), n. a tele¬ 
scope for observing the sun, with a 
device to protect the eyes, 

he-li-o-stat (he'leastat), n. an appara¬ 
tus comprising a mirror turned by 
clockwork, for reflecting the light of 
the sun in a certain direction, 

he-li-o-tax-is (he fleotak'sis), n. move¬ 
ment of an organism in relation to the 

light of the sun. 
he-li-o-ther-a-py (he'leot/zer'ape), n. 
treatment of sickness by sunlight, 

he-li-o-trope (he'leatrop), n. 1. any 
plant whose flowers turn to face the 
sun. 2. pale reddish lavender. 3. a sur¬ 
veyor’s construction consisting of 
mirrors that focus sunlight from a 
distance to a single point for observa¬ 

tion and measurement, 
he-li-o-trop-ic (he'leatrop'ik), adj. 

(of a plant) growing toward the sun 
or light. —he-li-ot'ro-pism, n. 

hedix (he'liks), «., pi. hel-i-ces (hefl- 

isez), he-lix-es. a spiral, 
hel-minth (hel'minth), n. a worm, 

esp. a parasitic one. 
hel-min-thi-a-sis (hel'mint/zl'asis), 

n. a disease caused by the presence of 

worms in the body, 
helminthic (helmin'^ik), adj. per¬ 

taining, to, or caused by, parasitic in¬ 

testinal worms. 
hel-min-thoid (helmin'thoid), adj. 

resembling a helminth; wormlike, 
helminthology (hel'mint/zol'aje), 

n. the medical or scientific study of 

worms, esp. helminths, 
hel-ot (hel'at), n. a serf or slave. 

hel-ot-ism (hel'atizam), n. condition 
or system of being a helot or serf, 

hel-ot-ry (hel'atre), n. state of serfdom 
or slavery. 

helve (helv), n. the handle of an ax, 
chisel, hammer, or similar tool. 

he-ma-chrome, hae-ma-chrome 
(he'm3krom),n.theblood’s red color¬ 
ing matter. 

he-mag-glu-ti-nate, hae-mag-glu- 
ti-nate (hemagloo'tanat), v. (in im¬ 
munology) to gather in clumps. —he- 

mag-glu-ti-na'tion, hae-mag-glu-ti- 
na'tion, n. 

he-ma-gogue (he'magog), adj. en¬ 
couraging a flow of blood. Also he- 
ma-gog-ic (hemagoj'ik). 

he-mal, hae-mal (he'mal), adj. be¬ 
longing or pertaining to the blood or 
blood system. Also hem'a-tal. 

he-ma-nal-y-sis (hemanal'isis), n. 
analysis of the blood, particularly its 
chemical constituents, 

hem-a-ther-mal (hemat/mr'mal), 

adj. warm-blooded, 
he-mat-ic, hae-mat-ic (hamat'ik), 
adj. of or containing blood, 

hem-a-to-blast, haem-a-to-blast 

(hem'atoblast'), n. an immature cell, 
smaller than the eorpuscles, found in 

the blood. 
hem-a-to-cele, haem-a-to-cele 
(hem'atoseb), n. a tumor or hemor¬ 
rhage containing blood, 

hem-a-to-crit (hem'atokrit), n. a ma¬ 
chine separating blood cells from 
plasma by centrifugal force, 

hem-a-toc-ry-al, haem-a-toc-ry-al 
(hematok'real), adj. cold-blooded. 
See also hemathermal, homoio- 

thermal. 
hem-a-to-cyst, haem-a-to-cyst 

(hem'atosist'), «• a cyst containing 
blood. 

hem-a-to-cyte, haem-a-to-cyte 
(hem'atdsTtO, n. See hemocyte. 

hem-a-to-gen-e-sis, haem-a-to- 
gen-e-sis (hem'atojen'isis), n. the 

formation of blood, 
hem-a-tog-e-nous, haem-a-tog-e- 

nous (hematoj'anas), adj. producing 
blood, originating in the blood, or 

borne by the blood. 
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hem-a-tol-ogy, haem-a-tol-o-gy 
(hematol'aje), n. the branch of biol¬ 
ogy or medicine dealing with the 
blood and its organs. 

hem-a-to-ma, haem-a-to-ma (he- 
matd'ma), n. a tumor or swelling 
filled with blood. 

hem-a-to-phyte, haem-a-to-phyte 
(hem'otofit'), n. a plant parasite that 
lives in the blood. See also hemato- 
coon. 

hem-a-to-poi-e-sis, haem-a-to-poi- 
e-sis (hem'atopoie'sis), n. the pro¬ 
duction of blood. 

hem-a-to-sis, haem-a-to-sis (hema- 
td'sis), rt. 1. the production of blood. 
2. the oxygenation of blood in the 
lungs. 

hem-a-to-thermal, haem-a-to- 
ther-mal (hem 'atot/zur'mol), adj. 
warm-blooded. Also hemathermal. 

hem-a-to-zo-on, haem-a-to-zo-on 
(hematazo'an), n., pi. hem-a-to-zo-a 
(hematazo'a). an animal parasite liv¬ 
ing in the blood. See also hemato- 
phyte. 

he-ma-tu-ri-a, hae-ma-tu ri-a 
(hematoor'ea), n. the presence of 
blood in the urine. 

hem-er-a-lo-pi-a (hemarald'pea), n. 
an eye condition in which sight is poor 
or absent in daylight, but adequate or 
normal at night or by artificial light; 
day blindness. See also nyctalopia. 

hem-i-al-gi-a (hem'eal'jea), n. severe 
pain confined to only one side of the 
head or body. 

hem-i-a-nop-si-a(hem,e3nop,se3),K. 
a condition of half or partial blind¬ 
ness, affecting one or both eyes. 

hem-i-cra-ni-a(hemikra,nea),w.pain 
confined to one side of the head; mi¬ 
graine. 

hem-i-dem-i-sem-i-qua-ver (hem'- 
edem'esem'ekwa'var), n. a musical 
note having one-eighth the length of 
a quaver; the sixty-fourth part of a 
semibreve. 

hem-i-me-tab-o-lous (hem'6171113^- 
alas), adj. (of an insect) incompletely 
metamorphosing. 

hem-i-pa-re-sis (hem'epare'sis), n. 
mild paralysis on one side of the body. 

hem-i-ple-gi-a (hemiple'jea), n. pa¬ 
ralysis on one side of the face or body, 

he-mo-cyte, hae-mo-cyte (he'ma- 
slt), n. a blood cell. Also hematocyte. 

he-mo-cy-tom-e-ter (he'm6sItom,- 
itar), n. an instrument for counting 
the number of blood cells in a sample, 

he-mo-di-a (himo'dea), n. extreme 
sensitivity of the teeth, 

he-mo-dy-nam-ics, hae-mo-dy- 
nam-ics (he'madlnam'iks), n. the 
branch of science studying the dy¬ 
namics of blood circulation, 

he-mo-flag-el-late (hemaflaj'alat), n. 
a parasitic flagellate in the blood, 

he-mo-glo-bin, hae-mo-glo-bin 
(he'magld'bin), n. the coloring sub¬ 
stance of the red blood corpuscles, 
carrying oxygen to thetissues, present 
also in reduced form in the blood of 
the veins and, mixed with oxygen, in 
that of the arteries, 

he-moid, hae-moid (he'moid), adj. 
blood-like. 

he•mol•y•sis,hae•mol•y•sis(himol,- 
isis), n. the dissolution of red blood 
cells by the release of hemoglobin. 
—he-mo-ly-tic (hemalit'ik), adj. 

he-mo-phile (he'mafrl), n. a hemo¬ 
philiac. 

he-mo-phil-i-a, hae-mo-phil-i-a 
(hemafil'ea), n. an abnormal blood 
condition marked by severe bleeding 
and hemorrhaging from slight 
wounds and contusions due to im¬ 
proper clotting, and inherited by 
males only through the mother, 

he-mo-phil-i-ac, hae-mo-phil-i-ac 
(hemafil'eak), n. a sufferer from 
hemophilia. 

he-mo-phil-ic, hae-mo-phil-ic (he- 
mafil'ik), adj. 1. affected by or per¬ 
taining to hemophilia. 2. (of bacteria) 
developed in blood or in a blood 
culture. 

he-mo-pho-bi-a, hae-mo-pho-bi-a 
(hemafo'bea), n. an abnormal dread 
of blood. 

he-mop-ty-sis, hae-mop-ty-sis 
(himop'tisis), n. the spitting out of 
blood or of blood-flecked mucus. 

he-mos-ta-sis, hae-mos-ta-sis (hi- 
mos'tasis), n. 1. the arrest of bleeding 
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or hemorrhage. 2. the cutting off of 
circulation of the blood in a part, 

he-mo-stat, hae-mo-stat (he'ma- 
stat), n. an instrument to stop bleed¬ 
ing in order to arrest hemorrhage, 

he-mo-stat-ic, hae-mo-stat-ic (he- 
mastat'ik), adj. arresting bleeding; 
styptic. 

he-mo-ther-a-py,hae-mo-ther-a-py 
(hemai/zer'ape), n. treatment of dis¬ 
ease by means of blood or plasma 
transfusion. 

hemtvtho-rax, hae mo tho rax 
(hemai/ior'aksXw.acondition charac¬ 

terized by presence of blood in the 

pleural cavity. 
hen-dec-a'he-dron (hendek'ahe'- 

dran), n., pi. hen-dec-a-he-drons, 
hen-dec-a-he-dra (hendek'ahe'dro). 
a three-dimensional solid figure with 

eleven faces. 
hen-dec-a-syl-lab-ic (hendek 'asi- 

lab'ik), adj. (of a line of verse) having 
eleven syllables. 

herve-quen (hen'akin), n. the sisal 
fiber of a species of agave, used for 

making hemp. 
hen-o-the-ism (hen'atfteizm), n. a 

system of religion in which any one 
of several gods is worshiped, 

hen-ry (hen're), n.,pl. hen-ries, hen1 
rys. the unit of inductance in which 
the electromotive force of one volt is 
produced by a current varying at one 

ampere per second, 
he-or-tol-o-gy (he'ortol'aje), n. a 
branch of study related to religious 

festivals. 
heparin (hep'arin), n. an anticoagu¬ 

lant used in the treatment of throm¬ 
bosis, occurring naturally in human 
tissues and made commercially from 
the lungs and liver of domestic food 

animals. 
hep-a-rin-ize (hep'aranlz), v. to use 
heparin to prevent blood clotting, 

hepatatrophia (hepatatro'fea), n. 

a wasting away of the liver, 
he'pat-ic (hipat'ik), adj. 1. relating to, 

or acting upon, the liver. 2. liver- 
colored, dark brownish-red. 

hep-a-ti-tis (hepatl'tis), n. inflamma¬ 

tion of the liver. 

hep-a-tos-co-py (hepatos'kape), n. 
divination by examining the livers of 
slaughtered animals, 

hep-tam-er-ous (heptam'aras), adj. 
consisting of seven parts, 

hep-tar-chy (hep'tarke), n. 1. govern¬ 
ment by seven rulers. 2. seven king¬ 
doms, each with a separate ruler, 

hep-ta-syl-la-ble (hep'tasibabal), n. 
a line of verse, or a word, containing 
seven syllables. 

her-ba-ceous (hurba'sHas), adj. 1. 
herb-like. 2. (of a plant) with a soft 
stem. 

her-bage (ur'bij), n. herbaceous vege¬ 

tation, as grass. 
her-ba-list (hur'balist), n. a collector 

of or dealer in herbs, formerly bota¬ 
nical, now chiefly medicinal, 

herbar-ium (hurber'eam), n., pi. 
her-bar-i‘ums, her-bar-ra (burber^- 
ea). a systematically arranged collec¬ 
tion of dried plants, 

herb’i'cide (urbffsld), n. a chemical 
preparation for killing plants, parti¬ 

cularly weeds. 
her-bivore (hur'bavor), n. a grass- or 
plant-eating mammal, esp. a hoofed 
mammal. —herbiv-o-rous (hurbiv'- 

aras), adj. 
heTe-si-arch(hare,zeark),«. a found¬ 

er or leader of a heretical group, 
he-re-si-mach (hare'zamak), n. one 
engaged in combating heresy, 

he-re-si-ogra-phy (hare 'zeog'rafe), 
n. a written work on heresy. 

he-re-si*ol-o-gist (hare'zeol'ajist), n. 

one who studies or writes about 

heresy. 
he-re-si-ol-o-gy (hare 'zeol'aje), n. the 

study of heresy. 
her-e-sy (her'ise), n. a religious doc¬ 

trine or belief opposed to that of the 
orthodox system. —her-e-tic (her'- 
itik), n. —he-ret-i-cal (haret'ikal), 

adj. 
her*i-tage (her'itij), n. anything to 

which a person succeeds by right of 

birth. 
herl (hurl), n. a barb or fiber of a fea¬ 

ther, esp. as used in fly-fishing, 
her-maph-ro-dite (hurmaf'radlt), n. 

a human being or animal with both 
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male and female sex organs; gynan- 

dromorph. 

her maph ro dit ism (hurmaf'radl- 

tizm), n. the condition of being a 

hermaphrodite; gynandry. Also her’ 
maph'ro'dism. 

her-me-neu-tic (hurmanoo'tik), adj. 
pertaining to explanation or interpre¬ 

tation. Also her-me-neu'ti-cal. 
her-me-neu-tics (hurmando'tiks), n. 
the science of interpretation, esp. of 

the Bible. 

her-ni-o-plas-ty (hur'neaplas'te), n. 
an operation to treat a hernia, 

her-nior-rha-phy (hur'neor'afe), n. 
the treatment of a hernia by suturing, 

her-ni-ot-o-my (hur'neot'ome), n. 
the treatment of a hernia by incision. 

Also celotomy, kelotomy. 
her-pes fa-ci-a-lis (hur'pez fa'SHea'- 

lis). a skin inflammation of the face, 

often affecting the lips. Also her'pes 
la-bi-a'lis (la'beaffis). 

herpes sim-plex (sim'pleks), a skin 

infection marked by the appearance 

of clusters of vesicles, 

herpes zos*ter (zos'tar), an infection 

affecting the posterior roots of the 

nerves, commonly called shingles, 

her-pe-tol-o-gy (hur'pitol'aje), n. a 

branch of science dealing with rep¬ 

tiles. 

Hes-pe-ri-an (hesper'ean), adj. west¬ 

ern; pertaining to the west, 

hes-per-id-i-um (hesparid'eam), n., 
pi. hes-per-id-i-a (hesparid'ea). the 

fruit of a citrus plant, as an orange or 

lemon. 

Hes-per-us (hes'paris), n. the evening 
star; Venus. Also Hes'per. 

he-tae-ra, hetai-ra (hiter'a), w., pi. 
he-tae-rae, he-tai-rai (hiter'e). a 
courtesan; a woman who uses her 
beauty and charm to further her social 
ambitions. 

he-tae-rism, hetairism (hater'- 

izm), n. a social system in which 

women are regarded as communal 

property. 

het-er o-cer-cal (hetarasur'kal), adj. 
(of fish) having an unevenly divided 
tail. See also homocercal. 

het-er-o-chro-mat-ic (het 'arakrS- 
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mat'ik), adj. having more than one 
color. See also homochromatic. 

het er-o chro mous (hetarakro'- 
mas), adj. consisting of different 

colors. 
heber-och-tho-nous (hetarok't/za- 

nas), adj. not native; foreign. See also 
autochthonous. 

het-er-o-clite (het'araklTt), adj. irre¬ 
gular; abnormal. 

het-er-o-dox (heffaradoks), adj. with 

opinions or doctrines, chiefly reli¬ 

gious, not in accordance with estab¬ 

lished, orthodox belief. —het'er-o- 
dox-y, n. 

heberoge-ne-ous (hetaraje'neas), 
adj. different in kind; made up of dif¬ 
ferent kinds or parts. See also homo¬ 
geneous. 

heter-ogra-phy (hetarog'afe), n. 1. 
different spelling from that in com¬ 

mon use. 2. the use of a letter or group 

of letters to represent different 

sounds, as the c in comb and city. 
het er og y nous (hetaroj'anas), adj. 
having two different forms of female, 
one sexual, the other asexual. 

het-er-o-ki-ne-sia (het'arokine'zHa), 

n. (in medicine) the performance of 

movements opposite to those in¬ 

structed. 

het-er-ol-o-gy (hetarol'aje), n. 1. ab¬ 

normality, structural departure from 

the normal. 2. the failure of appar¬ 

ently similar organs to correspond, 

owing to different origins of consti¬ 

tuent parts. 

heber-omer-ous (hetarom'aras), 

adj. having parts which differ in 

quality or quantity. 

heber-o-mor-phic (hetaramor'fik), 

adj. 1. of dissimilar shape or form; 

existing in different forms. 2. under¬ 

going incomplete metamorphosis, as 

in certain insects. 

het er on o mous (hetaron'amas), 

adj. 1. subject to different laws. 2. (in 

biology) having different laws of 

growth. 

het-er-on-o-my (hetaron'ame), n. the 

state of subjection to another’s rule 

or domination. 

heber-o-nym (het'aranim), n. a word 
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spelled like another, but with an alter¬ 
native sound and meaning, as lead (to 
guide) and lead (a metal). See also 
homograph, homonym, homo¬ 
phone. 

het er onymous (hetaron'amas), 
adj. 1. pertaining to, or having the na¬ 
ture of, a heteronym. 2. correlated, 
but having different names, as hus¬ 
band and wife. 

het-er-o-pho-ri-a (hetarafor'ea), n. 
latent strabismus of either or both 
eyes. 

het-er-op-tics (hetarop'tiks), n. in¬ 
correct or distorted vision. 

het-er-o-sex-u-al (hetarasek'sHooal), 
adj. 1. relating to the opposite sex or 
both sexes. 2. pertaining to, or dis¬ 
playing heterosexuality. —n. 3. a 
heterosexual individual. 

het-er-o-sex-u-al-i-ty (het'arasek- 
SHooabite), n. sexual attraction to¬ 
ward the opposite sex. 

het-er-o-sis (hetaro'sis), n. (in biol¬ 
ogy) the tendency of hybrids to sur¬ 
pass their parents in size, growth, or 

yield. 
het-er-o-tax-is (hetaratak'sis), n. an 
abnormal arrangement of parts or 
organs. —het-er-o-tac'tic, adj. 

het-er-o-to-pi-a (hetaratb'pea), n. 
misplacement of an organ, as the for¬ 
mation of tissue where not normally 
present. Also het-er-ot'o-py. 

het-er-o-troph (het'aratrof), n. a 
microorganism whose energy is de¬ 
rived from a complex organic com¬ 
pound, such as glucose. —het-er-o- 
troph-ic (hetaratro'fik). See also 

autotrophe. 
het-er-o-zy-go-sis (het'arazlgb'sis), 

n. the condition of being a heterozy- 

gote. 
het-er-o-zy-gote (hetarazl'got), n. a 

zygote with dissimilar pairs of genes 
for an inherited character. See also 
homozygote. —het-er-o-zy^gous, 

adj. 
hebman (het'man), n., pi. het-mans. 

a Cossack leader or commander. 
het-man-ate (het'manat), n. the do¬ 

main or authority of a hetman. Also 

hebman-ship. 

heu-ris-tic (hyboris'tik), adj. 1. serv¬ 
ing to find out. 2. stimulating a pupil 
to find out things for himself, 

hex-ad (hek'sad), n. 1. six. 2. a group 
of six. 

hex-a-em-er-on (heksaem'aron), n. 
1. the six days of the Creation. 2. a 
written work on this subject. Also 
hex-a-hem-er-on (heksahem'aron), 
hex-am'er-on. 

hex-a-gram (hek'sagram), n. a six- 
pointed figure, made up of two over¬ 
lapping equilateral triangles arranged 
so that the sides of each are mutually 
parallel to those of the other, 

hex-a-he-dron (heksahe'dron), n.,pl. 
hex-a-he-drons, hex-a-he-dra. a six¬ 
faced three-dimensional figure, 

hex-am-er-ous (heksam'aras), adj. 

having six parts. 
hex-an-gu-lar (heksaNG'gyalar), adj. 

having six angles. 
hex-a-par-tite (heksapar'tlt), adj. di¬ 

vided into six parts, 
hex-a-pod (hek'sapod), n. 1. a mem¬ 
ber of the class Insecta\ an insect. 
—adj. 2. having six feet, 

hex-ar-chy (hek'sarke), n. a group of 
six states, each with its own ruler, 

hex-a-syl-la-ble (hek'sasil'abal), n. a 
line of verse or word containing six 
syllables. —hex-a-syl-lab-ic (hek'sa- 

silab'ik), adj. 
Hex-a-teuch (hek'satook), n. the first 

six books of the Old Testament, 
hi-a-tus (hla'tas), n., pi. hi-a-tus-es, 
hi-a-tus. a break or gap in a written 
work, series, or course of action, 

hi-ber-nac-u-lum (hibarnak'jalam), 
n., pi. hi-ber-nac-u-la (hlbarnak'ja- 
la). 1. a protective cover for winter. 
2. Also hi-ber-na-cle (hi'barnakal). 
winter quarters, esp. of a hibernating 

animal. 
hi-ber-nal (hibur'nl), adj. pertaining 

to or appearing in winter, 
hid-ro-poi-e-sis (hid'ropoie'sis), n. 

the production of perspiration, 
hi-dro-sis (hidrb'sis), n. a condition 

in which excessive perspiration is 

secreted, as in sickness, 
hi-e-mal (hl'amal), adj. pertaining to 

winter; wintry. 
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hi •er-at-ic (hlaraFik), adj. 1. pertain¬ 
ing to priests or sacred things. 2. per¬ 
taining to an ancient Egyptian form 
of writing abbreviated hieroglyphics, 
used by priests. 

hi-er-oc-ra-cy (hlarok'rase), n. gov¬ 
ernment or rule by priests, 

hi -er-o-gram (hFaragram), n. a sacred 
emblem or symbol, 

hi-er-o-gram-mat (hlarogram'it), n. 
a writer of sacred symbols. Also 
hi-er-o-gram' mate, 

hi -er-ol-a-try (hlaroFatre), n. worship 
of saints or sacred things, 

hi-er-ol-o-gy (hlaroFaje), n. literature 
or study of sacred things, 

hi-er-o-phant (hFarafant), n. an in¬ 
terpreter of religious mysteries, 

hi -er-ur-gy (hFarurje), n. a holy act or 
religious observance. 

hig-gler(hign9r),M. a traveling dealer; 
peddler; huckster. 

high-binder (hFbindar), n. a confi¬ 
dence trickster; swindler, 

hij-ra (hij'ra), n. See hegira. 
Hi-na-ya-na (henaya'na), n. one of the 

two main schools of Buddhism, in 
which the believer is expected to 
work out his own salvation. Also 
Theravada. See also Mahaijana, 
Bodhisattva. 

hin-ny (hin'e), n. the offspring of a 
female ass or donkey and a stallion, 

hip-pi-at-rics (hip 'eat'riks), n. a 
branch of veterinary medicine spe¬ 
cializing in horses. 

hip-pie (hip'e), n. a person who affects 
informal, unconventional attire and 
an individual hairstyle, and either 
uses or pretends to use psychedelic 
drugs or marijuana as an expression 
of nonconformist attitude toward the 
Establishment. 

hip -po-cam -pus (hipakam'pas), 
pi. hip-po-cam-pi (hipakam'pl). 1. 
a mythical sea monster having a tail 
of a dolphin and two forefeet. 2. a fold, 
in cross-section resembling the pro¬ 
file of a sea horse, that forms part of 
the cerebral cortex and extends into 
a fissure of a cerebral hemisphere, 

hip-pol-o-gy (hipoFaje), n. the study 
of horses. 

hip-poph-a-gist (hipof'ajist), n. an 

eater of horseflesh. 
hip-po-phile (hip'affl), n. a lover of 

horses. 
hir-cine (huff sin), adj. 1. goat-like. 

2. lecherous; lustful, 
hir-sute (huff soot), adj. shaggy; hairy, 
hir-sut-ism (huffsootizm), n. extreme 

hairiness, esp. in women, 
hir-tel-lous (hurteFos), adj. minutely 

hairy. 
hi-ru-di-noid (hirooManoid), adj. re¬ 

sembling or pertaining to a leech, 
hi-run-dine (hirun'din), adj. resem¬ 
bling, or pertaining to, a swallow. 

His-pa-nism (his'panizm), n. a Latin 
American movement dedicated to the 
spread of Spanish culture and tradi¬ 
tions. 

his-pid (his'pid), adj. rough with stiff 
bristles or hairs. 

his-pid-u-lous (hispij'alas), adj. cov¬ 
ered with tiny, stiff hairs, 

his-ta-mine (his'tamen), n. a sub¬ 
stance found in all animal and plant 
cells, thought to be responsible for 
symptoms of certain allergic reac¬ 
tions as asthma, hay fever, hives, etc., 
causing capillary dilatation, reduc¬ 
tion of blood pressure, and contrac¬ 
tion of the uterus. Used in pharma¬ 
cology for diagnosing gastric and 
circulatory functions. Also his-ta- 
min (his'tamin). See also antihista¬ 
mine. 

his-ti-o-cyte (his'teaslt), n. a large 
blood cell in connective tissue. Also 
macrophage. 

his-to-gen-e-sis (histajen'isis), n. the 
production and development of tis¬ 
sues. 

his-toid (hisffoid), adj. resembling 
tissue, esp. as of a tumor. Also his-ti- 
oid (hisffeoid). 

his-tol-o-gy (histoFaje), n. the scien- 
tific study of organic tissue. —his-toF 
o-gist, n. 

his-to-morpholo-gy(his'tom6rfoF- 
aje), n. histology. 

his-to-pa-thol-o-gy (his'tbpaffmF- 
aje), n. the study and treatment of 
abnormal or diseased tissue, 

his-tophys-i-ol-ogy (his 'tofiz 'eoF- 
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aje), n. the physiological study of 
organic tissues. 

his-to-ri-at-ed (histor'eatid), adj. dec¬ 
orated with figures of men or animals, 
as in an illuminated capital or border 
of a medieval manuscript, 

his-tor-i-cism (histor'isizm), n. the 
theory that all historical events are 
predetermined, and unaffected by 
human thought and action, 

his-to-ric-i-ty (histaris'ite), n. authen¬ 
ticity substantiated by history, 

his-to-ri-og-ra-phy (histor'eog'- 
rofe), n. 1. written history considered 
as a body of material. 2. the tech¬ 
niques and procedures of historical 
scholarship. —his-to-ri-og'ra-pher, 

n. 

his-to-tome (his'tatSm), n. an instru¬ 
ment for cutting very small sections 
of organic tissue for microscopic ex¬ 
amination. 

his-tot-o-my (histot'ame), n. the cut¬ 
ting into minute sections of pieces of 
tissue for microscopic examination, 

his-tri-on-ics (his'treon'iks), n. 1. a 
stage representation. 2. exaggerated, 
insincere speech or behavior. —his* 
tri-on'ic, adj. —his'tri-o-nism, n. 

hitch-y (hiCH'e), adj. moving in starts 

or jerks. 
hives (hivz), n. any of various forms of 

skin eruptions, as urticaria, 
hoar y (hor'e), adj. gray- or white- 

haired with age. 
Hob-bism (hob'izm), n. the theories 

of the philosopher and political think¬ 
er Thomas Hobbes, esp. the belief in 
obedience to an absolute sovereign, 

hob-ble-de-hoy (hob'aldehoi'), n. an 
awkward, overgrown boy. 

Hob-son-Job-son (hob'sanjob'san), 

n. the modification of originally for¬ 
eign words which are assimilated into 

already familiar sounds. 
Hob son’s choice (hob'sanz), a 

course of action that offers no alterna¬ 
tive. [after Thomas Hobson, 16th- 
17th century stable owner of Cam¬ 
bridge, who insisted on a client s tak¬ 

ing the horse nearest to the door] 
Ho Chi Minh Trail (ho' CHe' min'), 
ajunglesupplyroute,passingthrough 

Laos and Cambodia, used by the 
North Vietnamese in support of the 
Vietcong during the Vietnam war. 

hock (hok), n. any white Rhine wine. 
Hodg-kin’s disease (hoj'kinz), a dis¬ 

ease marked by inflammation of the 
lymph glands and spleen. 

ho-dom-e-ter (hodom'itar), n. See 
odometer. 

hoe-down (ho'doun'), n. a gathering 
where folk and square dances are per¬ 
formed to the accompaniment of hill¬ 
billy music. 

ho-gan (ho'gon), n. a Navaho Indian 
hut, made of earth, mud, and bran¬ 

ches. 
hog-back (hog'bak'), n. a steeply 
sloped hill-ridge, somewhat in the 
shape of a hog’s back, that resists 
erosion. 

hogs-head (hogz'hed'), n. 1. a large 
cask for liquids. 2. a liquid measure 
equivalent to 63 wine gallons. 

hoi pol-loi (hoi' paloi'), the majority; 
the common people. 

Hol-arc-tic (holark'tik), adj. belong¬ 
ing or pertaining to the Nearctic and 
Palearctic regions. 

hole-and-corner (hol'ankor'nar), 

adj. 1. secret; underhand; furtive. 2. 
trivial; undistinguished. Also hole'- 
in-cor'ner. 

ho-lism (ho'lizm), n. a philosophical 
theory that holds that natural pheno¬ 

mena are entities, more than a sum of 
different parts. 

hol-lan-daise sauce (hol'andaz), a 
sauce, esp. used with fish and vege¬ 
tables made of egg yolks, butter, and 

seasoning. 
Hol-ler-ith code (hol'arit/j), a system 

in computer technology for coding 
data into punch cards, in which let¬ 
ters, numbers, etc., are expressed in 
code form in a pattern of horizontal 

lines and vertical columns. 
hol-lus-chick (hol'asCHik'), pi. 

hol-lus-chick-ie (hol'asCHik'e). a 

young male fur seal. 
hol-o-caust(hol'akost),«. an immense 

or complete slaughter or destruction, 

esp. by fire. 
hol-o-crine (hol'akrin), adj. (of a 



hologram 144 

gland) producing secretion as a result 
of disintegrating cells, 

ho-lo-gram (hol'agram), n. a three- 
dimensional photographic image, ob¬ 
tained without a camera or lens, by 
using coherent radiation, as from a 
laser beam. 

hobo-graph (hol'agraf), n. a docu¬ 
ment hand-written by the person in 
whose name it appears. —hobo- 
graph'ic, hobo-graph'i-cal, adj. 

holographic will, a will entirely 
handwritten by the testator. See also 
nuncupative will. 

hol-o-lith (hol'alit/i), n. a piece of 
jewelry fashioned from a single stone, 

hol-o-me-tab-o-lous (hol'amitab'- 
atas), adj. (of insects) undergoing in¬ 
complete metabolism, 

hobo-phrase (hol'afraz'), «• a phrase 
expressed in a single word, as an im¬ 
perative command, 

ho-loph-ra-sis (halof'rasis), n.,pl. ho- 
loph-ra-ses (halof'rasez). the use of a 
single word to express the ideas con¬ 
tained in a sentence or phrase. —hob 
o-phras-tic (holbfras'tik), adj. 

hol-o-phyt-ic (holafit'ik), adj. (of 
plants) feeding by means of synthesis 
of inorganic substances, 

hobo •ser i ceous (holasarisH'as), 
adj. covered with small, silky hairs, 

hol-o-type (hol'atlp), n. the original 
type specimen used in defining a 
species. 

hol-o-zo-ic (holazo'ik), adj. feeding 
on solid food, as most animals, 

ho-ly-stone (ho'leston'), n. a soft 
sandstone for scouring decks of ships, 

ho-ma-lo-graph-ic (homblograf'ik), 
adj. See homolographic. 

home economics, the art and study 
of homemaking, including cookery, 
child care, furnishing, and other do¬ 
mestic crafts. 

ho-me-op-a-thy, ho-moe-op-a-thy 
(ho 'meop'at/ze), n. the treatment of 
disease by administering minute do¬ 
ses of drugs normally producing 
symptoms like those of the disease 
itself. See also allopathy. —ho-me-o- 
path' ic, ho-moe -o -path' ic, adj. — ho- 
me-op'a-thist, n. 

ho-me-o-pla-sia (hb'meapla'zHa), n. 

the formation of new, healthy tissue, 
similar to existing tissue, 

ho-me-o-sta-sis (ho'measta'sis), n. 

the tendency, esp. in higher animals, 
to maintain its physiological balance 
despite stimuli tending to disrupt it. 

ho-me-o-ther-a-py (ho'meat/mr'- 
ape), n. the treatment of a disease by 
use of an agent similar to that causing 
the disease. 

ho-me-o-therm (ho'meat/zurm'), n. 

See homoiotherm. 
ho-me-o-therm-al (ho'meat/mr'- 

mal), adj. See homoiothermal. 
hom-i-let-ic (homalet'ik), adj. per¬ 
taining to sermons or homilies, 

hom-i-let-ics (homalet'iks), «. the art 
of preaching. 

hom-i-ly (hom'ale), n. a sermon or 
moral lecture. 

hom-i-nid (hom'anid), n. a member 
of the human family; man and his 
ancestors. 

hom-i-nine (hom'anTn), adj. resem¬ 
bling a man; human, 

hom-i-noid (hom'anoid), n. a mem¬ 
ber of the superfamilv that includes 
the large apes and humans, 

ho-mo-bront (hb'mabront), n. a line 

onaweathermaplinkingpointswhere 
simultaneous thunderstorm activity 
is recorded. Also isobront. 

ho-mo-cen-tric (homasen'trik), adj. 

having the same center; diverging 
from or converging on a central point, 

ho-mo-cer-cal (homasur'kal), adj. 

(of fish) having a symmetrical, evenly 
divided tail. See also heterocercal. 

ho-mo-chro-mat-ic (ho'makrSmat'- 
ik), adj. of, or relating to one color. 
See also heterochromatic. 

ho-mo-chrome (ho'makrom), adj. 

See homochromatic. 

ho-moch-ro-mous (homok'ranas), 
adj. being of one color, as a flower 
head. 

ho-moe-op-a-thy (ho'meop'ot/ze), n. 

See homeopathy. 

ho-mo-ge-ne-i-ty (homajone'ite), n. 

the state of being homogeneous ;made 
up of like parts. Also ho-mo-ge'ne- 
ous-ness. 
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ho-mo-ge-ne-ous (homaje'neas), adj. 
similar, of the same kind or nature; 
composed of identical parts. See also 
heterogeneous. 

ho-mo-gen-e-sis (homajen'isis), n. of 
reproduction in which the offspring 
is like the parent and develops in the 
same way. —ho-mo-ge-net'ic, adj. 

ho-mog-e-nize (hamoj'anlz), v. to 
make homogeneous; to form by mix¬ 
ing or blending unlike elements, 

ho-mog-e-nous (hamojGnas), adj. 
having the same structure, owing to 
a common descent or origin, 

ho-mog-e-ny (hamojGne), n. analogy 
in structure, because of a common 
descent or origin. 

hom-o-graph (homGgraf), n. a word 
spelt but not necessarily sounded in 
the same way as another, and with a 
different meaning, as tear “to rip,” 
and tear “to fill with tears; cry.” See 
also heteronym, homonym, homo¬ 

phone. 
ho-moi-o-therm (homoEat/mrm), n. 

a warm-blooded animal, with a rela¬ 
tively constant body temperature. 
Also homeotherm,homotherm, 

ho-moi-o-ther-mal (h5moi/^^/^ur,- 
mal), adj. warm-blooded; possessing 
a more or less constant body tempera¬ 
ture regardless of environment. Also 
homeo thermal, homothermal. 

ho-mol-o-gate (hamol'agat), v. to 

condone; assent. 
ho-mo-log-i-cal (homaloj'ikal), adj. 

having the same relative structure or 

condition; homologous, 
ho-mol-o-gize (hamol'ajlz), v. to 

correspond; make homologous, 
ho-mol-o-gous (hamol'agas), adj. 

corresponding as the several parts of 
a reptile and those of a bird; with a 
similar relationship, form, or posi¬ 

tion. 
ho-mol -o -graph-ic (homol 'agraf' ik), 

adj. showing parts with similar pro¬ 
portions. Also homalographic. 

hom-o-Iogue (hoirdalog), n. anything 

that is homologous, 
ho-mol-o-gy (hamol'aje), n. condi¬ 
tion of being homologous; identity 

of relation. 

honi soi qui mal y pense 

ho-mo-mor-phism (h5/m^m6r,- 
fizm), n. the state of being correspon¬ 
dent or analogous in outward form 
but not in structure. —ho-mo-mor^ 
phic, adj. 

hom-o-nym (homGnim), n. a word 
sounding and spelt like another, but 
with a different meaning, as bear 
“carry,” and bear “animal.” See also 
heteronym, homograph, homo¬ 
phone. —ho-mon-y-mous (hamon'- 
amas ),adj. —ho•mon•y•my(h^mon,- 
ame), n. 

hom-o-phone (hom'afon), n. a word 
that sounds, but is not necessarily 
spelt the same as another, and that 
has a different meaning, as pair and 
pear. See also heteronym, homo¬ 

graph, homonym, 
hom-o-phon-ic (homafon'ik), adj. 

having the same sound. Also ho- 
moph-o-nous (hamoPanas). —ho- 
moph'o-ny, n. 

ho-mop-la-sy (hamop'lase), n. ana¬ 
logy of form or structure, because of 
a similar environment, 

ho-mo-tax-is (homatak'sis), n. simi¬ 
larity of relative position, but not 
necessarily contemporaneous, as geo¬ 
logical strata. 

ho-mo-therm (ho'mat/mrm), n. See 
homoiotherm. 

ho-mo-ther-mal (homat/mr'mal), 
adj. See homoiothermal. 

ho-mo-thet-ic (homat/iet'ik), adj. si¬ 

milarly positioned, 
ho-mo-type (ho'matlp), n. a part or 
organ with a similar structure to that 
of another; homologue. —homo- 
typ-ic (homatip'ik), ho-mo-typ-i-cal 

(homatip'ikal), adj. 
ho-mo-zy-gote (homazl'gdt), n. a zy¬ 

gote with the same pairs of genes for 
an inherited character. See also het¬ 
erozygote. —homozygo'sis, n. 

—ho-mo-zy'gous, adj. 
ho mun cu lus (hSmuNG'kyalas), 

n.,pl. ho-mun-cu-li (homuNG'kyall). 
a diminutive man; midget, 

ho-ni soi qui mal y pense (one swa' 

ke mal e paNs'), French, may he be 
shamed who thinks evil of it; motto 
of the English Order of the Garter. 
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hon-or-and (on'arand), n. the receiver 
of an honorary degree. 

hon-or-if-ic (onarif'ik), adj. 1. doing 
or conferring honor. —n. 2. a gram¬ 
matical form in a language used to 
convey respect. 

hoodoo (hoo'doo), n. 1. bad luck. 
—v. 2. to bring bad luck to. 

hookah (hook'a), n. a pipe, of oriental 
origin, with a long tube which draws 
the smoke through scented water. 
Also hook'a. 

hoot-en-an-ny (hoo'tanan'e), n. an 
informal gathering at which folk 
singing and, sometimes, dancing take 
place. 

ho-ra (hor'a), n. a traditional round 
dance, performed in Rumania and 
Israel. 

ho-ral (hor'al), adj. pertaining to an 
hour or hours; hourly. 

hor-me (hor'me), n. an impulsive ef¬ 
fort, directed toward a fixed goal. 
—hor'mic, adj. 

hormic theory, a theory that all ac¬ 
tion and behavior, conscious or un¬ 
conscious, have a purpose or a 
specific goal. 

hormone (hor'mon), n. a substance 
secreted by the endocrine glands that 
stimulates the functions of certain 
vital organs and tissues. 

horn-book (horn'bdbk'), n. a primer; 
a book of the alphabet or early reader. 

hor-ni-to (horne'to), n. a low volcanic 
mound that gives out smoke and 
vapor. 

hor-o-lo-gi-um (horalo'jeam), n., pi. 
hor-o-lo-gi-a (horalo'jea). a clock 
tower. 

ho-rol-o-gy (horol'aje), n. the science 
of measuring time or of making clocks 
and watches. —hor-o-log'ic, adj. 
—ho-rol'o-gist, n. 

hor-o-scope (hor'askop), n. a chart 
showing the position of the planets in 
relation to the signs of the zodiac, 
used to predict fortunes and future 
events. —hor-o-scop-ic (horaskop'- 
ik), adj. —hor-os-co-py (haros'- 
kape), n. 

hor-o-tel-ic (horatel'ik), adj. noting 
a rate of evolution normal for certain 
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plants and animals. See also brady- 
telic, tachytelic. 

hor-rent (horant), adj. standing up 

like bristles; bristly. 
hor-rip-i-late (horip'alat), v. to pro¬ 

duce goose flesh; strike cold with fear. 
—hor-rip-i-la'tion, n. 

hors d’oeu-vre (or durv'), pi- hors 
d’oeu-vre, hors d’oeu-vres (or 
durv'). a light savory dish served as 
an appetizer; small appetizing deli¬ 
cacies served on toast, etc., with alco¬ 
holic drinks. 

horse latitudes, the zones of high 
barometric pressure, with calms and 
light winds, lying about 30°N and 
30°S and forming the edges of the 
trade-wind belt. 

horst (horst), n. a part of the earth’s 
surface that has been forced upward 
in relation to adjoining portions. See 
also graben. 

hor-ta-tive (hor'tativ), adj. encourag¬ 
ing; exhorting; giving advice; horta¬ 
tory; urging. 

hor-ta-to-ry (hor'tator'e), adj. urg¬ 
ing; hortative. 

hor-ti-cul-ture (hor'takul'CHar), n. 
the cultivation of gardens; the grow¬ 
ing of flowers, fruits, and vegetables. 

hor-tus sic-cus (hor'tas sik'as), a col¬ 
lection of dried, preserved plants; 
herbarium. 

hos-pice (hos'pis), n. a house of rest 
for travelers or pilgrims. 

hos tler (hosMar, osMar), n. a groom 
or stableman at an inn. 

hotch-potch (hoCH'pocH), n. 1. 
hodgepodge. 2. a stew or soup with 
several kinds of vegetables and meat. 

hot line, a direct telephone link be¬ 
tween heads of state, esp. between 
those at Washington and Moscow, for 
use in case of international emer¬ 
gency. 

hot-spur (hot'spur), n. a rash, impe¬ 
tuous person. 

Hov-er-craft (huv'arkraft'), n. trade¬ 
mark for a vehicle capable of traveling 
across land or water by hovering a few- 
feet above the surface, suspended on 
a cushion of air provided by large 
downward-blowing fans. 
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hoyden (hoi' dn), n. a rude, boisterous 
girl or woman; a tomboy, 

hua-ra-che (wara'cHe), n. a Mexican 
sandal with the upper of strips of 

leather. 
hub-bly (hub'le), adj. rough; uneven, 
hu-bris (hyoo'bris), n. excessive or 

insolent pride; arrogance. 
Hu-di-bras-tic (hvoodabras'tik), adj. 

mock-heroic. 
hug-ger-mug-ger (hug'armugbr), n. 

1. muddle; confusion. 2. secrecy, 
hu-man-ics (hyooman'iks), n. the 

study of the affairs of mankind, 
hu man ism (hyoo'manizm), n. a sys¬ 

tem of thought or action concentrat¬ 
ing particularly on human interests. 

—hu'man-ist, n. 
hu-ma-num est er-ra-re (ooma'- 
nbom est erra're), Latin, to err is hu¬ 

man. 
humble pie, enforced humiliation, 
hu-mec-tant (hyoomek'tant), n. a 
substance that helps keep another 

substance moist. 
hu-mer-al (hyoo'maral), adj. pertain¬ 

ing to the humerus or to the shoulder, 
hu-mer-us (hvoo'maras), n., pi. hu- 
meri (hyoo'marl). the bone in the 
arm that runs from the elbow to the 

shoulder. 
hu-mid-i-stat (hyoomid' istat), n. a de¬ 
vice for measuring and controlling 

humidity. Also hygrostat. 
hu-mor (hyob'rnar), n. a fluid or juice 

of an animal or plant, either natural 

or morbid. 
hu-mor-al (hyoo'maral), adj. pertain¬ 

ing to a bodily fluid, 
hundred-weight (hun'dridwat'), n. 

a unit of avoirdupois weight, equiva¬ 
lent to 100 lbs. in U.S., 112 lbs. in 

England. Abbrev.: cwt. 
hunks (huNGks), n. 1. a mean, dis¬ 

agreeable old person. 2. a miser, 
hurst (hurst), n. a hillock, wood, or 

copse. 
hus-band (huz'band), v. to save; con¬ 

serve. 
hus-band-man (huz'bandman), «., 

pi. hus-band-men. a farmer; one who 

tends animals or crops, 
hus-band-ry (huz'bandre), n. farm¬ 

ing, agriculture; cultivation of edible 
crops or food animals, 

hya-line (hl'alin), adj. glassy; crys¬ 
talline; transparent, 

hy-a-lo-graph (hl'alograf'), n. a de¬ 
vice used in hyalography. 

hy-a-log-ra-phy (hTalog'rafe), n. the 
process of writing or engraving on 

glass. 
hy-a-loid (hi'aloid), n. glasslike; hya¬ 

line. 
hybrid (hT'brid), n. 1. the offspring of 

two plants or animals of different spe¬ 
cies. —adj. 2. bred from two different 
species. —hy'brid-ism, n. 

hybrid computer, a computer using 
numerical representations or proper¬ 
ties of known physical processes to 
solve appropriate parts of mathema¬ 
tical problems. See also analog com¬ 
puter, digital computer, 

hy-dra-gogue (hl'dragog), adj. tend¬ 
ing to expel or causing the expulsion 
of watery fluid from the body, as 

from the bowels. 
hy-drau-lics (hldro'liks), n. the sci¬ 

ence dealing with the motive power 
of water and other liquids. —hydrau' 

lie, adj. 
hydre mi a, hy-drae-mi-a (hidre'- 

mea), n. a condition in which there is 
an excessive amount of water in the 

blood. 
hy-dric1 (hl'drik), adj. pertaining to 

or containing hydrogen, [from hydr- 

{ogen) - -ic, adj. suffix] 
hy-dric2 (hl'drik), adj. pertaining to, 

or adapted to wet, moist surround¬ 
ings. [from hydr-, stem of Greek for 

water, + -ic, adj. suffix] 
hy-dro-ceph-a -lus (hldrasef'abs), n. 

a brain disease often occurring in in¬ 
fancy, in which fluid accumulates in 
the cranium, causing enlargement of 
the head and mental deterioration. 
Also hy-droceph'a-ly. — hy dro-ce- 
phal-ic (hl'drosafal'ik), adj. —hy- 

dro-ceph'a-loid, adj. 
hy-dro-cor-ti-sonefhldrakor'tison'), 

n. a natural steroid hormone of the 
adrenal cortex or a synthetic imitation 
of it used in the treatment of arthritis 

and some skin complaints. 
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hy-dro-dy-nam-ics (hl'drodlnam'- 
iks), n. the branch of physics, includ¬ 
ing hydrostatics and hydrokinetics, 
dealing with the forces or dynamics 
of liquids. Also hydromechanics. 
—hydro ‘dynamic, adj. 

hy-dro-e-lec-tric (hl'drdilek'trik), 
adj. pertaining to the production of 
electric energy by means of the motive 
power of water. 

hydro-foil (hlMrafoil'), w. a vessel 
with submerged wings that lift the 
hull clear of the water when a certain 
speed has been attained, thus reduc¬ 
ing friction and, hence, the motive 
power normally needed, enabling it 
to fly at surface level, 

hydro-ge-ol-o-gy (hl'drojeol'aje), n. 
the science dealing with the occur¬ 
rence and nature of water beneath the 
earth’s surface. 

hydro-graph (hl'dragraf), n. a chart, 
in graph form, showing rises and falls 
or seasonal changes in water level, 

hy-drog-ra-phy (hldrog'rafe), n. the 
science describing and charting the 
waters of the earth’s surface, includ¬ 
ing tides and currents and particu¬ 
larly their application to navigation, 

hydro-kin-e-ter (hldrakin'itar), n. a 
device, using jets of water or steam, 
for circulating water. 

hy-dro-ki-net-ics(hI'drokinet'iks),«. 
the branch of hydrodynamics dealing 
with liquids in motion. —hy-dro-ki- 
net'ic, adj. 

hy-drol-o-gy (hldroHaje), n. the sci¬ 
ence treating of the occurrence, 
movement, and distribution of water 
over the earth’s surface. 

hy-dro-mag-net-ics (hl'dromag- 
net'iks), n. See magnetohydrody¬ 
namics. 

hy-dro-man-cy (hl'dramanse), n. di¬ 
vination by means of water, 

hy-dro-me-chan-ics (hi' dromakan'- 
iks), n. hydrodynamics. —hydro- 
me-chan'i-cal, adj. 

hy-dro-mel (hl'dramel), n. a drink 
containing honey and water, which, 
when fermented, is called mead, 

hy-drom-e-ter (hldrom'itar), n. an 
instrument for measuring the specific 

gravity of liquids, and sometimes of 
solids. 

hy-drop-a-thy (hldrop'atAe), n. treat¬ 
ment of disease by the internal and 
external application of water, 

hy-dro-phil-ic (hl'drafihik), adj. hav¬ 
ing a strong liking for water, 

hy-droph-i-lous (hldrof'obs), adj. 
pollinated through the medium of 
water. 

hy-dro-phobe (hl'drofob), n. an ani¬ 
mal or person suffering from hydro¬ 
phobia. 

hy-dro-pho-bi-a (hldrafd'bea), n. 1. 
an abnormal fear of water. 2. rabies. 
—hy-dro-pho'bic, adj. 

hydro-phone (hl'drafon), n. an in¬ 
strument for detecting and pinpoint¬ 
ing sources of sounds under water, 

hy-dro-phyte (hl'draflt), n. an aquatic 
plant. —hy-dro-phyt-ic (hldrafit'ik), 
adj. 

hydro-plane (hl'droplan'), n. an air¬ 
plane with floats enabling it to land 
on or lift off from water, 

hy-dro-pon-ics (hldrapon'iks), n. the 
cultivation of plants without the use 
of soil, by placing roots in water or 
liquid solutions. 

hydro-scope (hl'draskop'), n. an 
optical instrument for seeing objects 
under water. 

hydro-sphere (hT'drasfer'), n. the 
waters of the earth, both in the oceans 
and the atmosphere, 

hy-dro-stat-ics (hldrastat'iks), n. the 
branch of hydrodynamics dealing 
with the pressure and equilibrium of 
liquids at rest. —hy-dro-stat'ic, adj. 

hy-dro-tax-is (hldratak'sis), n. the 
movement in the direction of, or away 
from water. —hy-dro-tac'tic, adj. 

hy-dro-ther-a-peu-tics (hl'drot/zer'- 
apvoo'tiks), n. the treatment of dis¬ 
ease by use of water, 

hy-dro-ther-a-py (hldrat/zer'ape), n. 
the treatment of disease by the exter¬ 
nal application of water, 

hy-dro-ther-mal (hldrat/mr'mal), 
adj. relating to the action of gases on 
or below the earth’s surface, 

hy-dro-tho-rax (hldrat^or'aks), n. a 
disease marked by the presence of 
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serous fluid in one or both pleural 
cavities. 

hy-dro-trop-ic (hldratrop'ik), adj. (of 
a plant) turning toward or away from 
water. 

hy-drot-ro-pism (hidrot'rapizm), n. 
(of a plant) the tendency to grow or 
bend under the influence of water, 

hydrous (hl'drss), adj. containing 
water. 

hy-e-tal (hi'itl), adj. relating to rain¬ 
fall ; rainy. 

hy-et-o-graph (hlet'agraf), n. a chart 
showing average rainfall, 

hy-e-tog-ra-phy (hl'itog'rafe), n. the 
study of the distribution and volume 
of rainfall. 

hygiene (hl'jen), n. the system or 
rules relating to the preservation of 
health. —hy-gi-en-ic (hl'jeen'ik), 
adj. 

hy-gro-gram (hi'gragram), n. the 
record kept by a hygrograph. 

hy-gro-graph (hl'gragraf), n. an in¬ 
strument for measuring atmospheric 
humidity automatically, 

hy-grom-e-ter (hlgrom'itar), n. an 
instrument for measuring atmo¬ 

spheric humidity. 
hy-gro-met-ric (hlgramet'rik), adj. 

pertaining to hygrometry. 
hy-grom-et-ry (hlgrom'itre), n. the 
branch of physics studying atmo¬ 

spheric humidity. 
hy-gro-phyte (hl'grafit), n. a plant 

flourishing in wet ground, 
hy-gro-scope (hl'graskopO) n. an in¬ 

strument indicating, though not pre¬ 
cisely measuring, the degree of atmo¬ 
spheric humidity. —hy-gro-scop-ic 

(hlgraskop'ik), adj. 
hygro-stat(hT,grastat),w.Seehumid- 

istat. 
hy-gro-ther-mo-graph (higrat/mr'- 

magraf), n. a meteorological device 
for recording temperature and hu¬ 

midity. 
hy-lo-mor-phic (hilamor'fik), adj. 

made up of corporeal and spiritual 

matter. 
hylo-mor-phism (hTlamor'fizm), n. 

the theory that only matter and ma¬ 
terial forms have real existence. 

hyloph-a-gous(hilof,agas),ac(;'. feed- 
on wood, as certain larvae; xylopha- 
gus. 

hy-lo-the-ism (hllat/ie'izm), n. a 
philosophical theory relating gods to 
matter. 

hy-lo-trop-ic (hllatrop'ik), adj. (of a 
substance) capable of changing form 
as in sublimation, evaporation, etc., 
without changing the proportions of 
the original constituents, 

hy-me-ne-al (hlmane'al), adj. per¬ 
taining to marriage, 

hymen o tome (hlmen'athm), n. an 
instrument for cutting a membrane, 

hym-nol-o-gy (himnol'aje), n. the 
study of hymns. 

hyoid (hl'oid), adj. pertaining to the 
U-shaped bone at the base of the 

tongue. 
hyp-aes-the-sia (hip'\sthe'znz), n. 

See hypesthesia. 
hyp-al-ge-si-a (hip'alje'zea), n. di¬ 

minished sensitivity to pain. See also 
hyperalgesia. 

hy-per-a-cid-i-ty (hUparasid'ite), n. 
excessive amount of acid, as in the 

gastric juice. 
hyper-active (hlparak'tiv), adj. ex¬ 

cessively or abnormally active, 
hy-per-a-cu-sis (hl'parakyoo'sis), n. 

unusually acute hearing, 
hy-per-a-dre-nal-e-mi-a (hlpara- 

dre'nale'mea), n. excessively large 
amount of adrenalin in the blood. 
Also hyperepinephrinemia. 

hy-per-a-dre-nal-ism (hl'paradre'- 

nalizm), n. a metabolic and urine dis¬ 
order caused by increased secretory 
activity of the adrenal gland, 

hyper -aes-the-sia (hl'parist^e'zHa), 
n. See hyperesthesia, 

hy-per-al ge-si-a (hl'paralje'zea), n. 
heightened feeling of, or reaction to 

pain. See also hypalgesia. 
hy-per-an-a-ki-ne-si-a hl'paran'a- 

kane'zea), n. abnormal automatic 
movement, as of internal organs, 

hy-per-a-phi-a hlpara'fea), n. abnor¬ 

mal sensitivity to touch, 
hy-per-bar-ic (hlparbar'ik), adj. (ap¬ 

plied to anesthetics), having a specific 
gravity greater than that of the fluid 
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of the brain and spinal cord. See also 

hypobaric. 
hyper-bo-le (hlpur'bale), n. a deli¬ 
berately inflated, exaggerated state¬ 
ment, not to be taken literally. —hy- 
per-boHc (hlparbohik), adj. 

hyperbolic geometry, non-Euclid- 
ean geometry with the postulate that 
two distinct lines may be drawn paral¬ 
lel to a given line through a point not 
on the line. See also Riemannian 
geometry. 

hy-per-bo-lize (hlpur'ballz), v. to 
exaggerate or use hyperbole, 

hyper-bo-re-an (hlparbor'ean), adj. 
pertaining to the extreme north; 
frigid. 

hy-per-cal-ce-mi-a, hy-per-cal- 
cae-mi-a (hl'parkalse'mea), n. an 
excessive amount of calcium in the 
blood. 

hyper-cal-ci-u-ri-a (hl'parkal'si- 
yoor'ea), n. an excessive amount of 
blood in the urine. 

hyper-cap-ni-a (hlparkap'nea), n. an 
excessive amount of carbon dioxide 
in the blood. 

hy-per-chlo-re-mi-a, hyper-chlo- 
rae-mi-a (hl'parklore'mea), n. an 
excessive amount of chloride in the 
blood. 

hyper-chlor-hy-dri-a (hi 'parklor- 
hl'drea), n. an excessive amount of 
hydrochloric acid in the stomach, 

hyper-cho-les-ter-ol-e-mi-a (hi 
parkales'tarole'mea), n. an excessive 
quantity of cholesterol in the blood. 
See also hypocholesteremia. 

hyper-cho-les-ter o-li-a (hi 'parka- 
les'taro'lea), n. an excessive amount 
of cholesterol in the bile, 

hy-per-cho-li-a (hlparkoMea), n. an 
abnormally large secretion of bile, 

hy-per-con-scious (hiparkon'sHas), 
adj. unusually alert or aware, 

hyper-crin-ism (hlparkrin'izm), n. a 
disorder caused by excessive secre¬ 
tion of an endocrine gland, 

hyper cry al ge si a (hl'parkrl'- 

alje'zea),«. unusual sensitivity tocold. 
hyper cythe mi a (hl'parslt/ze'- 

mes), n. an excessive number of red 
corpuscles in the blood. 

hyper-cy-to-sis (hl'parslto'sis), n. 
an excessive number of cells, espe¬ 
cially white, in the blood. Also hyper- 
leucocytosis. 

hyper dac-tyH-a (hl'pardaktil'ea), 

n. the presence of extra fingers or toes, 
hyper-du-li-a (hl'pardoole'a), n. the 

veneration, above all others, of the 
Virgin Mary, by Roman Catholics. 
See also dulia, latria. 

hy-per-e-mi-a, hy-per-ae-mi-a (hl- 
pare'mea), n. an excessive amount of 
blood in any portion of the body, 

hyper-en-do-crin-ism (hlparen'- 
dokrinizm), n. an abnormally in¬ 
creased activity in internally secreting 
organs. 

hyper-ep-i-neph-ri-ne-mi-a (fu7- 
parephnef'rane'mea), n. See hyper- 
adrenalemia. 

hy•per•ep•i•neph•ry(hI'p^rep,^nef,- 
re), n. an abnormal increase in adrenal 
secretion. 

hyper-es-the-sia, hy-per-aes-the- 
si-afhl'parist/je'zHa),??. an unusually 
acute reaction or sensitivity to pain, 
heat, cold, etc. 

hy-per-glyce-mi-a, hy-per-gly 
cae-mi-a (hl'pargllse'mea), n. an 
excessive amount of glucose in the 
blood. See also hypoglycemia, 

hy-per-glycis-ti-a (hl'pargllsis'tea), 
n. an excessive amount of sugar in the 
tissues. 

hyper-gol-ic (hlpargo'lik), adj. ignit¬ 
ing upon contact with a complemen¬ 
tary substance, as the constituents of 
rocket propellants, 

hyper-he-pat-i-a (hl'parhipat'ea), n. 
an excessive functioning of the liver, 

hy-per-hi-dro-sisfhl'parhidro'sishn. 
excessive perspiration, 

hy per -ka • le -mi -a (hl'parkale'mea), 
n. an excessive amount of potassium 
in the blood. 

hy-per-ker-a-to-sis (hl'parker'atb'- 
sis), n. a thickening of the horny layer 
of the skin. 

hy-per-ki-ne-si-a (hl'parkine'zHa), n. 
an excessive involuntary muscular 
activity; spasm. 

hy-per-leu-co-cy-to sis (hi 'parloo 
kbslto'sis), n. See hypercytosis. 
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hy-per-li-pe-mi-a (hT'parlipe'mea), 
n. excessive quantities of fatty sub¬ 
stances in the blood, 

hy per-meg a so ma (hl'parmeg'- 
aso'ma), n. abnormal, excessive 
growth; gigantism, 

hy-per-met-a-mor-pho-sis (hl'par- 
met'amor'fasis), n., pi. hyper-met- 
a-mor-pho-ses (hl'parmet'amor^fa- 
sez). an unusual form of metamor¬ 
phosis in some insects in which two 
or more successive larval stages occur, 

hyper-met-rope (hlparmet'rop), n. 
a person who suffers from hvper- 
metropia. Also hy'per-ope. 

hy-per-me-tro-pi-a (111^3™^™'- 
pea), n. far-sightedness in which the 
focal point of parallel rays is behind 
instead of on the retina. Also hyper- 
o-pi-a (hlparo'pea). See also myopia, 
presbyopia. —hy-per-me-trop-ic 
(hT'parmitrop'ik), adj. 

hy-per-mo-til-i-ty (hl'parmotil'ite), 
n. excessive movement capacity of 
the stomach or intestines, 

hy-per-na-tre-mi-a (hi'parnatre'- 
mea), n. an excessive amount of so¬ 

dium in the blood. 
hy-per-os-mi-a (hlparoz'mea), n. an 

unusually acute sense of smell. —hy 
per-os'mic, adj. 

hy-per-os-te-og-e-ny (hl'paros'teog'- 

ane), n. exaggerated bone develop¬ 

ment. 
hy-per-os-to-sisjhT'parosto'sis), n. an 

abnormal increase of bone tissue, 
hy-per-o-var-i-a (hl'parover'ea), n. 

unusually early and advanced sexual 
development in girls, owing to exces¬ 

sive secretion in the ovaries, 
hyper-ox-e-mi-a (hl'parokse'mea), 

n. excessive acidity of the blood, 
hy-per-par-a-site (hlparpar'aslt), n. a 

parasite that feeds on or in another 

parasite. 
hy-per-par-a-thy-roid-ism (hl'par- 

par'athl'roidizm), n. an abnormal 
bone and muscular condition, caused 
by excessive activity of the parathy¬ 

roid gland. 
hy-per-pha-gi-a (hlparfa'jea), n. ex¬ 

cessive hunger; bulimia. 
hy-per-phos-phe-re-mi-a (hl'par- 

fos'fare'mea), n. an excessive quan¬ 
tity of inorganic phosphorous com¬ 
pounds in the blood, 

hy-per-phys-i-cal (hTparfiz'ikal), adj. 
above or beyond the physical; super¬ 
natural. 

hy-per-pi-et-ic (hl'parplet'ik), adj. 
pertaining to hypertension. 

hy•per•pi•tu•i•ta•rism(hI/p^rp^too,- 
itarizm), n. gigantism caused by over¬ 
activity of the pituitary gland, 

hy-per-pla-sia (hlparpla'zHa), n. ab¬ 
normal cell multiplication, causing 
organic enlargement, 

hy-perp-ne-a, hy-perp-noe-a (hl'- 
parpne'a), n. excessively rapid or 
labored breathing. 

hy-per-pot-as-se-mi-a (hl'parpot'- 

ase'mea), n. an excessive amount of 
potassium in the blood; hyperkale¬ 

mia. 
hyper-pro-sex-i-a (111^3^^86^- 

sea), n. an obsessive attention to a 
relatively unimportant stimulus. See 
also hypoprosexia. 

hy-per-py-rex-i-a (hl'parplrek'sea), 
n. an abnormally severe fever, 

hy-per-se-cre-tion (hl'parsikre'- 
SHan), n. excessive secretion. See also 
hyposecretion. 

hy-per-som-ni-a (hlparsom'nea), n. 

abnormally prolonged sleep. —hy 
per-som'ni-ac, adj. 

hy-per-son-ic (hlparson'ik), adj. per¬ 
taining to speeds at least five times 

that of sound. 
hyper-space (hl'parspas'), n. Eucli¬ 

dean space of more than three dimen¬ 

sions. 
hy-per-tel-y (hlpur'tale), n. (in the 

coloring and structure of plants and 
animals) excessive imitation without 
discernible purpose, 

hy-per-ten-sion (hlparten'sHan), n. 
high blood pressure and the arterial 

disease caused by it. 
hyper-ten-sive (hlparten'siv), adj. 

pertaining to or caused by high blood 

pressure. 
hy-per-ther-mi-a (hipart/zur'mea), n. 

1. exceptionally high fever. 2. treat¬ 
ment of disease by inducing fever, as 

by heat or injection. 
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hy-per-throm-bin-e-mi-a (hl'par- 
t/zrom'bine'mea), n. an excessive 
amount of thrombin in the blood, 

hy-per-thy-mi-a (hlpart/zl'mea), n. 
(in psychiatry) a condition charac¬ 
terized by overactivity, 

hyper-thyroid (hlpart/zl'roid), adj. 
1. concerning or suffering from hy¬ 
perthyroidism. 2. of an unrestrained, 
highly emotional nature, 

hyper-thyroid-ism (hlpart/n'roid- 
izm), n. hyperactivity of the thyroid 
gland leading to an increased meta¬ 
bolic rate and protruding eyeballs, 

hy-per-ton-ic (hlparton'ik), adj. (of 
tissue) having a greater than normal 
tone. 

hy-per-tro-phy (hlpur'trafe), n. ab¬ 
normal growth or enlargement of a 
part or organ. 

hy-per-ven-ti-la-tion (hl'parven'ta- 
la'sHan), n. abnormally rapid and 
heavy breathing. 

hyp-es-the-sia, hyp-aes-the-sia 
(hip'ist/te'zHa), n. a poor sense of 
pain. 

hy-pe-thral (hipe'f/zral), adj. wholly 
or partially open to the sky, as a 
building. See also clithral. 

hyp-no-a-nal-y-sis (hip 'noanal'isis), 
n. a method of psychoanalysis in 
which the patient is examined while 
under hypnosis. 

hyp-no-gen-e-sis (hip'nojen'isis), n. 
the process of inducing hypnosis, 

hyp-no-graph (hip'nagraf), n. a de¬ 
vice for measuring bodily activities 
during sleep. 

hyp-noi-dal (hipnoi'dl), adj. (of a 
state) resembling hypnosis, but not 
brought about by it. 

hyp-nol-o-gy(hipnol'aje),n. thestudy 
of the nature and characteristics of 
sleep. 

hyp-no-ther-a-py(hip'n5t/?er'ape),«. 
the treatment of disease by hypnotic 
means. 

hyp-not-ic (hipnot'ik), adj. 1. sleep- 
inducing. —n. 2. a sedative; a sub¬ 
stance inducing sleep, 

hy-po-a-cid-i-ty (hl'poasid'ite), n. re¬ 
duced or subnormal acidity, as of 
gastric juice. 

hy-po-a-cu-sis (hl'poakyoo'sis), n. a 
hearing deficiency. 

hy-po-a-de-ni-a (hl'poade'nea), n. 
subnormal glandular activity, 

hy-po-al-i-men-ta-tion (hl'poal>- 

amenta'sHan), n. insufficient nour¬ 
ishment. 

hy-po-al-o-ne-mi-a (hl'poal'ane'- 
mea), n. an excessively low quantity 
of salts in the blood, 

hy-po-az-o-tu-ri-a (hi'poaz 'atoor'- 
ea), n. an abnormally small quantity 
of nitrogenous matter in the urine, 

hy-po-bar-ic (hlpabar'ik), adj. (of an 
anesthetic) having a specific gravity- 
lower than that of the fluid of the 
brain and spinal cord. See also hyper¬ 
baric. 

hy-po-ba-rop-a-thy (hl'pobarop'- 
3the), n. mountain sickness, caused 
by lowered air pressure and reduced 
intake of oxygen. 

hy-po-cal-ce-mi-a (hPpokalse'mea), 
n. a subnormal quantity of calcium 
in the blood. 

hy-po-chlo-re-mi-a (hl'poklore'- 
mea), n. an abnormally small quantity 
of chloride in the blood, 

hy-po -chlor-hy-dri -a (hi'poklorhl' - 
drea), n. an abnormally low quantity 
of hydrochloric acid in the gastric 
secretions. 

hy-po-cho-les-ter-e-mi-a (hl'po- 
kales'tare'mea), n. a reduction in the 
amount of cholesterol in the blood. 
See also hypercholesterolemia, 

hy-po-chon-dri-a (hlpakon'drea), n. 
a depressed mental and emotional 
condition owing to an unfounded be¬ 
lief that some serious bodily disease 
is present. Also hy-po-chon-dri-a-sis 
(hl'pbkandri'asis). 

hy-po-chon-dri-ac (hlpokon'dreak), 
n. 1. a person subject to hypochron- 
dria, or excessively worried and ob¬ 
sessed by his state of health, —adj. 2. 
of or pertaining to hypochrondria. 

hy-po-chon-dri-um (hlpakon'dre- 
am), n., pi. hy-po-chon-dri-a (hlpa¬ 
kon'drea). each of the two regions of 
the abdomen referred to as right and 
left. 

hy-poc-o-rism (hlpok'arizm), n. a pet 
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name, or adult imitation of baby talk. 
—hy-po-co-ris-tic (hl'pakoris'tik), 
adj. 

hy-po-cri-nism (hlpakrl'nizm), n. a 
condition caused by an abnormally 
small glandular secretion, 

hy-poc-ri-sy (hipok'rase), n. the pre¬ 
tence, with a view to popular appro¬ 
val, of possessing virtues and holding 
principles quite alien to one’s true 
nature. 

hyp-o-crite (hip'akrit), n. a person 
affecting ethical or religious prin¬ 
ciples and ideals which he does not 
truly possess. —hyp-o-crit'i-cal, adj. 

hy-po-cy-to-sis (hi'posito'sis), n. a 
deficient number of blood cells; cyto- 
penia. See also hypercytosis. 

hy-po-dy-nam-i-a (hl'podlnam'ea), 
n. reduced energy or strength. 

hypo-en-doc-rin-ism(hI'p6endok'- 

ranizm), n. subnormal activity of the 
internally secreting organs. See also 
hyperendocrinism. 

hy po -gas -tri -urn (hlpagas' tream), n., 
pi. hypo-gas-tri-a (hlpagas'trea). the 
lower part of the abdomen. —hypo- 

gas'trie, adj. 
hy-po-ge-al (hlpaje'al), adj. below 

ground; subterranean, 
hypo-gene (hT'pajen), adj. 1. formed 

below the surface, as rocks. 2. formed 
by rising water, as mineral deposits. 
See also epigene, supergene, 

hy-po-ge-ous (hlpaje'as), adj. hypo- 

geal; underground, 
hy-po-ge-um (hlpaje'am), n. a sub¬ 

terranean vault or chamber, 
hy-po-geu-si-a (hlpajoo'sea), n. a re¬ 

duction in sensitivity to taste, 
hy-po-glo-bu-li-a (hl'poglobyoo'lea), 

n. subnormal quantity of red cells in 

the blood. 
hy-po-glos-sal (hlpaglos'al), adj. situ¬ 

ated beneath the tongue, 
hy-po-glot-tis (hTpaglot'is), n. the 

underside of the tongue, 
hypo glyce mi a, hy-po-glycae- 

mi-a (hT'pogllse'mea), n. an insuffi¬ 
cient quantity of glucose in the blood, 

hy-pog-na-thous (hlpog'na^as), adj. 
having a long, protruding lower jaw. 

hy-po-gon-ad-ism(hl'pogo'nadizm), 

hypophalangism 

n. a reduced internal secretion of the 
gonads. 

hy-po-he-pat-i-a (hl'pohipat'ea), n. 
subnormal liver function, 

hy-po-hi-dro-sis (hl'pohidro'sis), n. 
inability to produce sufficient per¬ 
spiration. 

hy -po -hy -poph -y -sism (hi' pShlpof' - 
isizm), n. abnormally reduced activity 
of the pituitary gland. Also hypopitui¬ 
tarism. 

hy-poid (hT'poid), adj. (of a gear) de¬ 
signed to mesh with another gear with 
the axes overlapping approximately 
at right angles rather than intersect¬ 

ing. 
hy-po-in-o-se-mi-a (hl'poin 'ase'- 

mea), n. abnormally reduced forma¬ 
tion of fibrin in the blood, causing 
difficulty in coagulation, 

hy-po-ka-le-mi-a (hl'pokale'mea), n. 
excessively low quantity of potassium 

in the blood. 
hy-po-ki-ne-si-a (hl'pokine'zHa), n. 

subnormal motor activity or mobility, 
hy-po-lim-ni-on (hlpalim'neon), «., 

pi. hy-po-lim-ni-a (hlpalim'nea). a 
layer of water below the thermocline 
in some lakes. See also epilimnion. 

hy-po-ma-ni-a (hlpama'nea), n. (in 
psychiatry) a mania of not too severe 

a nature. 
hy-pom-ne-sia (hlpamne'zHa), n. im¬ 

paired memory. 
hy-po-mo-til-i-ty (hl'pamotil'ite), n. 

subnormal motility of the stomach 

and intestines. 
hy-po-my-o-to-ni-a (hi'pami'ato'- 

nea), n. abnormally reduced muscu¬ 

lar tone. 
hy-po-nas-ty (hl'panas'te), n. the ten¬ 

dency of certain plants to grow more 
rapidly on the lower rather than the 
upper side, causing upward bending, 

hy-po-na-tre-mi-a (hl'ponatre'- 

mea), n. an excessively low quantity 

of sodium in the blood, 
hy-po-noi-a (hlpanoi'a), n. dulled or 

reduced mental activity; hypopsy- 

chosis. 
hy-po-pha-lan-gism (hl'pofalan'- 

jizm), n. fewer than the normal num¬ 
ber of bones in a finger or toe. 
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hy-po-pho-ne-sis (hl'pofane'sis), n. a 
sound of less than normal intensity, 

hy-po-pho-nia (hlpafo'nea), n. an ab¬ 
normally weak voice due to a defi¬ 
ciency in the vocal cords, 

hy-poph-y-ge (hlpof'ije), n. the sec¬ 
tion of a column joined to the base or 
capital. Also apophyge. 

hy-poph-y-sis (hlpof'isis), n., pi. hy¬ 
pophyses (hlpof'isez). the pituitary 
gland. 

hy-poph-y-si-tis (hlpof'isl'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation or irritation of the pitui¬ 
tary gland. 

hypo-pi-e-sis (hl'pople'sis), n. un¬ 
usually low arterial blood pressure, 

hy-po-pi-tu-i-ta-rism (hi'popitbo'i- 
tarizm), n. subnormal activity of the 
pituitary gland. Also hypohypophy- 
sism. 

hy-po-pla-sia (hlpapla'zHa), n. a seri¬ 
ous deficiency of cells or structural 
constituents. 

hy-pop-ne-a(hTpop,nea),n. unusually 
shallow breathing. 

hypo-po• tas-se-mi -a (hi' pbpatase' - 
mea), n. a subnormal quantity of po¬ 
tassium in the blood; hypokalemia, 

hy-po-prax-i-a (hlpaprak'sea), n. di¬ 
minished activity; listlessness, 

hy-po-pro-sex-i-a (hl'poprasek'sea), 
n. inability to concentrate for more 
than short periods. See also hyper- 
prosexia. 

hy po-pro-tein-e-mi-a (hl'papro'- 
tene'mea), n. a subnormal amount of 
protein in the blood, 

hy-po-pro-tein-o-sis (hl'papro'- 
tenb'sis), n. a protein deficiency, 

hy-pop-sel-a-phe-si-a (hl'popsel '- 
afe'zea), n. a deficiency in the sense 
of touch. 

hypo-psycho-sis (hl'poslkb'sis), n. 
dulled or diminished mental activity; 
hyponoia. 

hy-pop-ty-al-ism (hlpati'alizm), n. 
insufficient salivary secretion, 

hy-po-sal-e-mi-a (hl'posale'mea), n. 
an abnormally low salt content in the 
blood. 

iypo-se-cre-tion (hl'pdsikre'sHan), 
n. a subnormal secretion. See also 
hypersecretion. 

hy-po-sen-si-tize (hlpasen'sitlz), v. 
to reduce a person’s sensitivity; de¬ 
sensitize. 

hy-pos-mi-a (hlpoz'mea), n. a defi¬ 
cient sense of smell, 

hy-pos-ta-sis (hlpos'tasis), n., pi. hy 
pos-ta-ses (hlpos'tasez). (in meta¬ 
physics) something that supports or 
underlines. 

hy-pos-ta-size (hlpos'taslz), v. to re¬ 
gard as substance or reality, 

hy-po-stat-ic (hlpastat'ik), adj. per¬ 
taining to essence or substance; fun¬ 
damental. 

hy-pos-ta-tize (hlpos'tatlz), v. to treat 
as substance or reality; hypostasize. 

hypos-the-ni-a (hl'post/ze'nea), n. 
serious lack of strength; weakness, 

hy-po-ten-sion (hipaten'sHan), n. di¬ 
minished or low blood pressure. See 
also hypertension. 

hy-po-ten-sive (hl'poten'siv), adj. 
pertaining to or causing low blood 
pressure. 

hy-pot-e-nuse (hlpot'anoos), n. the 
side of a right-angled triangle oppo¬ 
site the right angle, 

hy-po-thal-a-mus (hlpat/zal'amas), 
«.,£/. hy-po-thal-a-mi(hipat/jal'ami). 
the forebrain that coordinates, the 
control over temperature, rage, etc. 

hy-poth-e-cate (hlpot/z'ikat), v. to 
give or pledge as security, without 
parting with possession or title, 

hy-poth-e-nar (hlpot/i'inar), n. the 
fleshy portion of the hand at the base 
of the little finger. 

hy-po-ther-mal (hlpat/zur'mal), adj. 
having abnormally low body tem¬ 
perature. 

hy-po-ther-mi-a (hlpat/mr'mea), n. 
subnormal body temperature, 

hypo thyroid ism (hlpat/n'roid- 
izm), n. a disorder, such as goiter, 
caused by deficient activity of the 
thyroid gland. See also hyperthy¬ 
roidism. —hy-po-thy'roid, adj. 

hypo• ton-ic (hlpaton'ik), adj. (of tis¬ 
sue) having subnormal tone, 

hypo-typo-sis (hl'patlpo'sis), n. a 
vivid, lifelike description of a scene 
or event. 

hy-pox-e-mi-a (hl'pokse'mea), n. a 
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condition brought about by insuffi¬ 
cient oxygen in the blood. 

hypox-i-a (hTpok'sea), n. an insuffi¬ 
cient amount of oxygen reaching the 
body tissues. 

hyp-si-ceph-a-ly (hip'sisef'ale), n. a 
malformation of the head; acroceph- 
aly. 

hyp-sog-ra-phy (hipsog'rafe), n. geo¬ 
graphic study relating to surveying 
and mapping the parts of the earth 
above sea level. 

hyp-som-e-ter (hipsom'itar), n. an 
instrument for measuring heights 
above sea level. 

hyp-som-e-try (hipsom'itre), n. the 
measuring of altitudes. 

hys-ter-ec-to-my (histarek'tame), n. 
excision of the womb, 

hys-ter-e'sis (histare'sis), n. the time 
lag in the effect of a magnetic force in 
relation to the force causing it. 

hys ter-o-cat-a-lep-sy (his'tarakaff- 
alepse), n. hysteria with symptoms of 
cataleptic seizure or trance. —hys- 
ter-o-cat-a-lep'tic, adj. 

hys-ter-o-gen-ic (his'tarajen'ik), adj. 
producing hysteria, 

hys-ter-oid (his'tsroid), adj. resem¬ 
bling hysteria. 

hy-ther-graph (hi't/zargraf), n. a wea¬ 
ther or climate graph indicating the 
relationship between temperature 
and humidity. 



i-amb (I7am, T'amb), n. (in poetry) a 
metric foot consisting of one un¬ 
stressed followed by one stressed syl¬ 
lable. —i-am-bic (Tanrdbik), adj. 

iar-o-vize (yar'aviz), v. See jarovize, 
i-a-tric (Ta'trik), adj. relating to a doc¬ 
tor or to medicine. 

i-at-ro-chem-is-try (Tat'rakem'istre), 
n. the study and application of chem¬ 
istry in relation to diseases, 

i-at-ro-gen-ic (Tat'rajen'ik), adj. (of a 
disorder) resulting from the diagno¬ 
sis or treatment of a doctor, 

ib-i-dem (ib'idam), adv. Latin, in the 
same place, on the same page, etc. 
(used to avoid repetition). Abbrev.: 
ibid. 

ice-blink (Is'bliNGk7), n. a luminous 
appearance near the horizon caused 
by the reflection of light from an ice¬ 
field. See also snowblink. 

ice-fall (Is'fol'), n. a wall of ice over¬ 
hanging a precipice, 

ice foot, a belt or ledge of ice in polar 
regions attached to the shore, 

ice front, the edge of an ice shelf 
nearest the sea. 

ich-nite (ik'nlt), n. a fossilized foot¬ 
print. 

ich-nog-ra-phy (iknog'rafe), n. the 
art of drawing horizontal sections or 
ground plans. 

ich-nol-o-gy (iknol'aje), n. the branch 
of science dealing with fossil foot¬ 
prints. 

i-chor (I'kor), n. a colorless, watery 
discharge from a wound or sore, 

ich-thy-ic (ik't/zeik), adj. pertaining 
to fishes. 

ich-thy-og-ra-phy (ik 't/zeog'rafe), n. 
a written work on fishes, 

ich-thy-oid (ik't/jeoid), adj. fish-like. 
Also ich-thy-oi'dal. 

ich-thy-o-lite (ik't/jeollt), n. a fish in 
fossil form. 

ich-thy-ol-o-gy (ik'f/zeol'oje), n. the 
branch of zoology relating to fishes, 

ich-thy-oph-a-gy (ik Uheof'aje), n. the 
practice of eating fish. —ich-thy-oph' 
a-gist, n. 

ich-thy-o-sis (ik'theo's\s), n. a con¬ 
genital skin disease characterized by 
flaking skin. Also fish skin disease, 

i-con-o-clasm (Tkon'aklazm), n. the 
act of destroying or breaking images, 

i-con-o-clast (Tkon'aklast), n. a break¬ 
er of images, or attacker of traditional 
doctrines and institutions, 

i-con-o-dule (Tkon'odool), n. one who 
worships icons. 

i-con-o-du-ly (Tkon'adoole), n. the 
worship of icons. 

i-co-nog-ra-phy (ikanog'rafe), n. a 
pictorial or symbolic representation. 
—i-con-o-graph'ic, adj. 

i-co-nol-a-try (Ikanol'otre), n. the 
worship of images. 

i-co-nol-o-gy (Ikanol'aje), n. the study 
and analysis of symbols and icons, 

i-co-nos-ta-sis (ikanos'tosis), n., pi. 

156 
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i-co-nos-ta-ses (Ikanos'tasez). a 
screen in a Byzantine church, sepa¬ 
rating the sanctuary from the main 
body of the building, on which icons 
are placed. Also i'con-o-stas. 

• i-co-sa-he-dron (Tkd'sohe'dran), n., 
pi. i-co-sa-he-drons, i-co-sa-he-dra 
(iko'sahe'dra). a solid figure with 
twenty faces. 

i-co-si-tet-ra-he-dron (Tko'site'tra- 
he'dran), n., pi. i-co-si-tet-ra-he- 
drons, i-co-si-tet-ra-he-dra (Tkd'si- 
te'trahe'dra). a solid figure with 
twenty-four faces. 

ic-ter-us (ik'taras), n. jaundice. —ic- 

ter'ic, adj. 
ic-tus (ik'tas), n., pi. ic-tus-es, ic-tus. 

(in medicine) a fit, a stroke, as sun¬ 
stroke. 

id (id), n. a term in psychoanalysis for 
the unconscious part of the mind, the 
source of primal, instinctive urges. 

i-de-a-is-tic(Ide'ais'tik), adj. pertain¬ 
ing to ideas. 

i-de-al-ism (Ide'alizm), n. (in art or 
literature) the theory and practice of 
treating a subject in an imaginative 
rather than realistic manner, by em¬ 
phasizing certain aspects or features 
approximating to a standard of abso¬ 

lute perfection. See also naturalism, 

realism. 
i-de-ate (I'deat), v. to form ideas; to 
think; to imagine. —i-de-a'tion, n. 

— i-de-a'tion-al, adj. 
i-dem (T'dem, id'em), pron., adj. Lat¬ 

in. the same as previously given or 

stated. 
id-e-ogram (id'eagram), n. a written 
symbol directly representing an ob¬ 
ject or an idea, rather than a phonetic 

description of it. 
id-e-ograph (id'eagraf), n. an ideo¬ 

gram. 
id-e-og-ra-phy (id'eog'rafe), n. the 
use of ideograms or ideographs. 

i-de-o-mo-tor (I'deamo'tar), adj. re¬ 
lating to motor activity arising from 

an idea. 
id-i-o-blast (id'eablast), n. a cell dif¬ 

ferently constituted to those sur¬ 

rounding it. 
id-i-oc-ra-sy (id'eok'rase), n. a pecu- 

idyllic 

liar, individual mannerism; idiosyn¬ 
crasy. 

id-i-o-dy-nam-ics (id 'eodlnam'iks), 
n. (in psychology) a belief in the indi¬ 
vidual’s importance in choosing and 
responding to stimuli. —id-i-o-dy- 
nam'ic, adj. 

id-i-o-glos-si-a (id'eaglos'ea), n. an 
invented form of speech for private 
communication by children who are 
closely related or associated, as twins, 

id-i-o-graph (id'eagraf), n. a private 
mark or signature; a trademark. See 
also logotype. 

id-i-o-graph-ic (id'eagraf'ik), adj. (in 
psychology) pertaining to the sepa¬ 
rate study of cases or happenings. See 
also nomothetic. 

id-i-o-mor-phic (id'eamor'fik), adj. 
having its own proper characteristic 
form. 

id-i-op-a-thy (id'eop'at/ze), n. a dis¬ 
ease not preceded or caused by any 
other. —id-i-o-path'ic, adj. 

id-i-o-syn-cra-sy^d'easiNG'krasej.w. 
a habit, mannerism or temperament 
peculiar to an individual, 

id-i-o-trop-ic (id'eatrop'ik), adj. in¬ 
trospective, inward-looking, 

id-i-ot sa-vant (id'eat savant'), pi. id- 
i-ot sa-vants, id-i-ots sa-vants. a 
mentally backward person with one 
special talent, such as art, music, 
mathematical calculation, etc. 

i-dol-a-ter (Idol'atar), n. one who wor¬ 
ships idols. Also i'dol-ist. —i-dol'a- 
trous, adj. 

i-dol-a-try (Idol'atre), n. the worship 

of idols and images, 
idols of the cave, errors arising from 
personal bias or prejudice, 

idols of the market place, popular 
fallacies arising from factors such as 
language or custom, and exploited for 

commercial reasons, 
idols of the theater, errors caused by 
perpetuation of traditional beliefs, 

idols of the tribe, fallacies related to 
man’s nature and social organization, 

i-do-ne-ous (Tdd'neas), adj. apt; fit; 

suitable. 
i-dyl-lic (Tdil'ik), adj. simple and 
peaceful; charming and poetic. 
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ig-ne-ous (ig'neas), adj. produced by 
the action of fire or intense heat, as 
volcanic rock. 

ig-nes-cent (ignes'ant), adj. giving 
off sparks of fire. 

ig-nis fat-u-us (ig'nis facH'ooas), 
pi. ig-nes fat-u-i (ig'nez faCH'ooI). a 
phosphorescent light that hovers or 
flickers at night over marshy ground, 
believed to be due to spontaneous 
combustion of gas from decayed or¬ 
ganic matter. Also friars’ lantern, 
will-o’-the-wisp. 

ig-no-ble (igno'bal), adj. of low char¬ 
acter; mean; contemptible. —ig-no- 
bil'i-ty, n. 

ig-no-min-y (ig'namine), n. disgrace, 
infamy, dishonor. —ig-no-min'i- 
ous, adj. 

il-e-i-tis (ibel'tis), n. inflammation of 
the ileum. 

il-e-o-ce-cal (ibeose'kal), adj. per¬ 
taining to the ileum and cecum, 

il-e-o-co-li-tis (il'eokall'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of the mucous membrane 
of the ileum and colon, 

il-e-um (il'eam), n. the lower portion 
of the small intestine, from the jeju¬ 
num to the cecum. 

il-e-us (il'eas), n. painful intestinal 
obstruction. 

il-i-ac (il'eak), adj. pertaining to the 
ilium. 

ilium (il'eam), n., pi. il i a (il'ea). 
one of the upper bones of the pelvis, 
part of the hip-bone, 

il-la-tion (ila'sHan), n. a deduction; 
inference; conclusion. —il'la-tive, 
adj. 

il-lu-mi-na-ti (ilob'mana'tl), n. pi. 
persons claiming special perception 
or enlightenment. 

il-lu-vi-ate (iloo'veat), v. to undergo 
or cause illuviation, 

il-lu-vi-a-tion (iloo'vea'sHan), n. the 
accumulation in a soil layer of ma¬ 
terials that have percolated from an¬ 
other layer. 

il-lu-vi-um (iloo'veam), n., pi. il-lu- 
vi'ums, il-lu-via (iloo'vea). material 
built up through illuviation, —il-lu' 
vi-al, adj. 

im-age-ry (im'ijre), n. the creation of 

mental figures or representations; 
images collectively, 

im-ag-ism (im'ajizm), n. the theory 
and work of early 20th century poets 
reacting against romanticism and ad¬ 
vocating the use of precise images, 
new rhythms and language of every¬ 
day speech. 

i-ma-go (ima'go), n., pi. i-ma-goes, 
i-ma-gi-nes (imaj'anez). 1. a fully 
developed insect. 2. an idealized im¬ 
age of someone, formed in infancy 
and maintained unaltered as an adult, 

im-bibe (imblb'), v. to absorb liquid; 
to drink. —im-bi-bi'ti-on, n. 

im-bow-er (imbou'ar), v. to em¬ 
bower. 

im-brac-er-y (imbra'sare), n. See 
embracery. 

im-bran-gle (imbraNG'gal), v. to per¬ 
plex; entangle; embrangle, 

im-bri-cate (im'brakit), adj. method¬ 
ical overlapping, as of roof tiles. 
—im-bri-ca'tion, n. 

im-bro-glio (imbrbl'yo), n., pi. im- 
bro-glios. a state of confusion; a per¬ 
plexing situation. 

im-brue (imbroo'), v. to dye or stain, 
as with blood. Also embrue. 

im-brute (imbroot'), v. to degrade, 
become brutish. 

im-bue (imbyoo'), v. to inspire, as 
with feelings, opinions, etc., or im¬ 
pregnate with moisture, color, etc. 

im ma nent (im'anant), adj. inher¬ 
ent; remaining within, 

im-med-i-ca-ble (imed'akabal), adj. 
unable to be healed; incurable, 

im-men-su-ra-ble (imen'sHoorabal), 
adj. immeasurable; incapable of be¬ 
ing measured. 

im-merge (imurj'), v. 1. to plunge or 
dip in a liquid. 2. (in astronomy) to 
disappear, as the sun below the hori¬ 
zon, the moon or sun in an eclipse, 
etc. 

im-mer-sion (imur'zHan), n. (in as¬ 
tronomy) the disappearance of a ce¬ 
lestial body behind or in the shadow 
of another, as in an eclipse. See also 
emersion. 

im-mis-ci-ble (imis'abal), adj. incap¬ 
able of being mixed. 
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im-mix (imiks,)> v. to mix in; mix up; 
mingle. —im-mix'ture, n. 

im-mo-late (im'alat), v. to kill as a 
sacrifice, esp. by fire. —im-mo-la' 
tion, n. 

im-mo-tile (imo'tl), adj. incapable of 
movement. 

invmu no ge net-ics (im'yanS- 
janet'iks), n. the branch of immu¬ 
nology relating to immunity as af¬ 
fected by genetic makeup, 

im-mu-nol-o-gy (imyanol'aje), n. the 
branch of medicine studying animal 
and human immunity to infection 
and disease, and the ways of produc¬ 
ing such immunity, 

im-mure (imy6or,)) v.t. to wall in, 
enclose within or as within walls, 

im-mu-ta-ble (imyoo'tabal), adj. not 
subject to change, unalterable, 

im-pa-na-tion (impana'sHan), n. the 
doctrine that the material body of 
Christ is present in the bread after 

consecration. 
im-passe (irrdpas), n. a situation from 

which there is no way out; deadlock, 
im-pas-to (impas'to), n. (in painting) 

color laid on in a thick manner, 
im-pec-cant (impek'ant), adj. fault¬ 

less, without sin. 
im-pe-di-ent (impe'deant), adj. ob¬ 

structive; hindering, 
im-ped-i-men-ta (imped'amen'ta), 

n. pi. objects which hinder progress, 

esp. army supplies, 
im-ped-i-tive (imped'itiv), adj. caus¬ 

ing hindrance or obstruction, 
im-pe-ra-tor (impara'tar), n. an abso¬ 

lute ruler or commander. 
im-per-cip-i-ent(imp3rsip'e3nt),<26(7. 

not perceiving; lacking perception, 
im-pe-ri-ous (imper'eas), adj. domi¬ 

neering; dictatorial, 
im-pe-ri-um (imper'eam), n., pi. im- 

pe-ri-a (imper'ea). command; abso¬ 

lute or supreme power, 
im-pe-ti-go (im'pitl'gS), n. a skin 

disease characterized by clusters of 

pustules. 
im-pe-trate (im'pitrat), v. to obtain 

by request or entreaty, 
im-pig-no-rate (impig'narat), v. to 

pawn; pledge; mortgage. 

im-plac-a-ble (implak^abal), adj. not 
to be appeased; irreconcilable; inex¬ 
orable. 

im-plic-it (implis'it), adj. 1. unques¬ 
tioning, absolute. 2. implied, rather 
than plainly stated. See also explicit, 

im-plode (implSdO, v. to burst in¬ 
ward. — im-plo'sion, n. —im-plo' 
si ve,adj. 

im-pol-i-tic (impol'itik), adj. unwise; 
inexpedient. 

im-por-tune (im 'portoon'), v. to de¬ 
mand urgently and persistently. 
—im-por'tu-na-cy, n. —im-por'tu- 
nate, adj. —im-por-tu'ni-ty, n. 

im-pre-cate (im'prakat), v. to curse; 
invoke evil on a person. —im-pre-ca' 

tion, n. 
Im-pres-sion-ism (impreSH'anizm), 

n. a 19th-century art movement en¬ 
deavoring to capture the immediate 
sensuous impressions, obtained by 
the use of bold color and short brush 
strokes to convey light and shade 

effects. 
im-pri-ma-tur (im'prima'tar), n. a 

licence or mark of approval from an 

authority. 
im-pro-bi-ty (impro'bite), n. lack of 
principle; wickedness, 

im-pu-dic-i-ty (im'pyoodis'ite), n. 
lack of shame; immodesty, 

im-pugn (impyoon,)> v. to assail by 
argument; call in question or oppose 

as false. 
im-pu-is-sant (impyoo'isant), adj. 

feeble; powerless. 
im-pu-ni-tive (impyoo'nitiv), adj. (in 

a situation) not condemning anyone, 
but accompanied by feelings of 
shame. See also extrapunitive. 

im-pu-ni-ty (impyoo'nite), n. exemp¬ 
tion from penalty or punishment, 

im-pu-tres-ci-ble (im'pyootres'- 

abal), adj. not subject to decomposi¬ 

tion; incorruptible, 
in ab-sen-tia (in absen'sHa), Latin, in 

absence. 
in-ad-vert-ent (inadvur'tnt), adj. un¬ 
thinking; unintentional. in-ad- 
vert'ence, in-ad-vert'en-cy, n. 

in-ap-pe-tence (inap'itans), n. lack of 
appetite. Also in-ap'pe-ten-cy. 
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in-ca-les-cent (inkales'ant), adj. in¬ 
creasing in warmth or heat, 

in-can-des-cence (inkondes'ons), n. 
the state of glowing at high tempera¬ 
tures. 

irrcept (insept'), v. to take in, as of an 
organism. 

in-cho-ate (inko'it), adj. just begun; 
incomplete; imperfect. —in-cho-a' 
tion, n. 

in-cip-i-ent (insip'eant), adj. begin¬ 
ning ; in an early or initial stage, 

in-con-dite (inkon'dit), adj. ill-com¬ 
posed; unpolished, 

in-con-nu (inkonoo', aNkony'), n.y pi. 
in-con-nus. an unknown person; 
novice; stranger. 

in-con-ti-nent (inkon'tanant), adj. 
unable to control natural evacua¬ 
tions. — in-con'ti-nence, n. 

in-cras-sate (inkras'at), v. to thicken 
a liquid by adding another substance 
or by evaporation. 

in-cu-bus (in'kvabas), n., pi. in-cu-bi 
(in'kyabl), in-cu-bus-es. an evil spirit 
said to annoy people while asleep, 
esp. one seeking sexual intercourse 
with women. See also succubus. 

in-cul-cate (inkul'kat), v. to impress 
on the mind by constant repetition; 
to teach forcibly. 

in-cul-pate (inkul'pat), v. to accuse; 
blame. —in-cul'pa-to-ry, adj. 

in-cur-sion (inkur'zHan), n. an inva¬ 
sion; a raid; a harmful inroad, 

in-cuse (inkyooz'), adj. hammered or 
stamped in, as an impression on a 
coin. 

in-de-fea-si-ble (in'dife'zabal), adj. 
not to be forfeited or annulled, 

in-de-fect-i-ble (in'difekt'abal), adj. 
unfailing; faultless, 

in-de-his-cent (in'dihis'ont), adj. (of 
plants) not opening when mature, 

in-dem-ni-ty (indem'nite), n. pro¬ 
tection or insurance against loss; 
compensation for loss, 

in-di-ci-a(indisH'ea), n.,pl. in-di-ci-a, 
in-di-ci-as. a marking on an envelope 
in place of a stamp. —in di'cial, adj. 

in-dict (indlt'), v. to charge or accuse 
of a crime. —in-dict'ment, n. 

in-di-gene (in'dijen), n. a native. 

in-dig-e-nous (indij'anas), adj. origi¬ 
nating in or characteristic of a parti¬ 
cular country or region, 

in-di-gent (in'dijent), adj. poor; 
needy; lacking the necessities of life, 

indirect discourse, a written version 
of a statement, not exactly quoted but 
altered grammatically so as to be in¬ 
cluded in a longer sentence. See also 
direct discourse. 

in-dite (indlt'), v. to compose; put 
into words; write. 

in-dul-gent(indul'jant), adj. showing 
lenience or tolerance, 

in-du-men-tum (in'dbomen'tom), 
n., pi. in-du-men-ta (in'ddomen'ta), 
in-du-men-tums. a thick, hairy cov¬ 
ering. 

in-du-rate (in'doorat), v. to harden; 
to make stubborn. —in-du-ra'tion, n. 

in-ef-fa-ble (inef'abal), adj. inde¬ 
scribable; unutterable, 

in-e-nar-ra-ble (in'inar'abal), adj. 
unspeakable; incapable of being told 
or described. 

in-er-rant (iner'ant), adj. unerring; 
free from error. 

inertial guidance (inur'sHal), a sys¬ 
tem of automatic guidance in a mis¬ 
sile, by internal instruments regu¬ 
lated by the direction and magnitude 
of acceleration of the missile in flight, 

in-ex-o-ra-ble (inek'sarabal), adj. in¬ 
capable of persuasion by entreaty; 
unyielding; relentless, 

in-ex-pug-na-ble (in 'ikspug'nabal), 
adj. incapable of being taken by force; 
invincible. 

in ex-tre-mis (in ekstre'mes), Latin. 
near death. 

in-fan-tile par-al-y-sis. See polio¬ 
myelitis. 

in-farct (infarkt'), n. a portion of dy¬ 
ing or dead tissue, caused by curtailed 
blood supply. —in-farc'tion, n. 

infectious mononucleosis, glandu¬ 
lar fever; a virus disease affecting the 
white blood cells, not severe but often 
prolonged. 

in fla-gran-te de-lic-to (in flagran'te 
delik'to), Latin, the very act of com¬ 
mitting an offense, specifically a 
sexual one. 
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in-flo-res-cence (in'flores'ans), n. 
the process or condition of blossom¬ 
ing; flowering. 

in-flu-ent (in7flooant), adj. 1. flowing 
in, as a tributary into a larger river. 
—n. 2. a tributary. 

in-fra (in7fra), adv. below, as in a tex¬ 
tual reference. See also supra, 

in-fra-cos-tal (infrakos7tl), adj. situ¬ 
ated under the ribs, 

in-fract (infrakt7), v. to break; in¬ 
fringe. 

in-fra dig (in'fra dig'), beneath one’s 
dignity; undignified. [Abbrev. for 
infra dignitatem] 

in-fun-dib-u-lum (in'fundib7yalam), 
n., pi. in-fun-dib-u-la (in'fundib7- 
yala). a funnel-shaped part or struc¬ 
ture. 

in-gem-i-nate (injem7anat), v. to re¬ 

iterate; repeat. 
in-gest (injest7), v. to take into the 
body, esp. food. 

in-ges-ta (injes7ta), n. pi. substances 
taken in as nourishment, 

in-gle-nook (iNG7galndok), n. a chim¬ 

ney corner. 
in-grate (in7grat), n. an ungrateful 

person. 
in-gra-ves-cent (ingraves7 ant), adj. 
increasing in severity or gravity, as an 

illness. 
in-gress (in'gres), n. the act, right, or 

means of entering. 
in-gui-nal (iNG7gwanl), adj. situated 

in, or pertaining to the groin, 
in-gur-gi-tate (ingur7jitat), v. to swal¬ 

low up greedily. 
in-here (inher7), v. to remain fixed, 
to belong or exist permanently. —in¬ 
herence, n. —in-her7ent, n. 

in-he-sion (inhe7ZHan), n. the fact or 

condition of inhering, 
in hume (inhyoom7), v. to bury, 
in-im-i-cal (inim7ikal), adj. hostile; 

unfriendly. 
in-iq-ui-ty (inik7wite), n. unfairness; 

injustice; wickedness. —in-iq7ui- 

tous, adj. 
inlo-copa-ren-tis(inlo7koparen7tis), 

Latin, in place of a parent, 
inn-age (in7ij), n. the quantity of 
goods left in a container when re¬ 

ceived after dispatch. See also out¬ 
age. 

in-ner-vate (inur7vat, in7arvat), v. to 
furnish with nervous energy, stimu¬ 
late. —in-ner-va7tion, n. 

in-nerve (inurv7), v. to supply with 
nervous energy; innervate, 

in-noc-u-ous (inok7yooas), adj. harm¬ 
less ; not injurious. 

in-nom-i-nate (inom'init), adj. anon¬ 
ymous; without a name, 

innominate bone, the hipbone, as 
made up of three bones: ilium, is¬ 
chium, and pubis. 

in-os-cu-late (inos7kyalat), v. to join 
so as to become continuous, 

in-qui-e-tude (inkwl'itood), n. rest¬ 
lessness; disturbance; uneasiness, 

in-sa-lu-bri-ous (insaloo7breas), adj. 
detrimental to health; unhealthy, 

in-sa-tia-ble (insa7SHabal), adj. incap¬ 
able of being satisfied, 

in-sec-ti-cide (insek7tisld), n. a prep¬ 
aration used for destroying insects, 

in-sec-ti-fuge (insek'tafyooj), n. a 
preparation used for repelling insects, 

in-sec-ti-vore (insek7tavor), n. a plant 
or animal that feeds on insects. —in- 
sec-tiv7o-rous, adj. 

in-sec-tol-o-gy (in'sektol7aje), n. the 
scientific study of insects; entomol¬ 

ogy. 
in-sen-ti-ent (insen7SHeant), adj. 

without feeling or sensation, 
in-sid-i-ous (insid7eas), adj. treach¬ 

erous; cunning; designed to entrap 

or deceive. 
in si-tu (in sit7oo), Latin, in its original 

place; in position. 
in-so-late (in7s51at), v. to expose to the 

rays of the sun. —in-so-la7tion, n. 
in-sou-ci-ance (insoo7 seans), n. in¬ 

difference, lack of concern. —in-sou7 

ci-ant, adj. 
in-spis-sate (inspis7at), v. to make 

dense or thick. 
in-stan-ter(instan7tar),a<ft'. instantly; 

urgently. 
in-suf-flate (insufMat), v. to blow or 

breathe in. 
in-su-lin (in7salin), n. a hormone se¬ 

creted in cells of the pancreas, used 
for the treatment of diabetes. 
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insulin shock, a collapsed condition 
arising from a decrease in blood sugar 

as a result of excessive doses of insulin. 
Also insulin reaction, 

in-sur-gen-cy (insur'janse), n. an in¬ 
surrection or rebellion, 

in-sur-rec-tion (insarek'sHan), n. an 
act of revolt or rebellion against an 
established authority, 

in-tagl-io (intal'yo), n.,pl. in-tagl-ios. 
a design incised or engraved on a hard 
surface. See also cavo-relievo. 

in-tar-si-a (intar'sea), n. the art of 
decorating a surface with inlaid pat¬ 
terns. Also tarsia. —in-tar'sist, n. 

in-teg-u-ment (integ'yamant), n. a 
skin; covering; coating. —in-teg-u- 
men'ta-ry, adj. 

in-tel-lec-tion (intalek'sHan), n. the 
action or process of understanding, 

in-tel-li-gent-si-a (intel'ijent'sea), n. 
pi. intellectuals, considered as an 
educated, influential class, esp. as an 
elite. 

in-ten-sion (inten'sHan), n. compre¬ 
hension ; connotation. See also exten¬ 
sion. 

in-ter a-li-a (in'tar a'lea), Latin. 
among other things, 

in-ter a-li-os (in'tar a'leos), Latin. 
among other persons, 

in-ter-ca-lar-y (intur'kalere), adj. in¬ 
terposed ; intervening, 

in-ter-ca-late (intur'kalat), v. to 
interpose; interpolate. —in-ter-ca- 
la'tion, n. 

in-ter-cen-sal (intarsen'sal), adj. of 
or pertaining to the period between 
two censuses; happening between 
two censuses. 

in-ter-cos-tal (intarkos'tl), adj. relat¬ 
ing to muscles or parts situated 
between the ribs. —in-ter-cos'tal-ly, 
adv. 

in-ter-dict (intadikt'), v. to forbid; 
prohibit. —in-ter-dic'tion, n. —in- 
ter-dic'tor-y, adj. 

in-ter-dig-i-tate (intardij'itat), v. to 
interlock, like the fingers of both 
hands when clasped, 

in-ter-fer-om-e-ter (in'tarfarom'- 
itar), n. an instrument for measuring 
lengths, distances, etc., by means of 

the interference properties of two 
rays of light. 

in-ter-ja-cent (intarja'sant), adj. lying 
in between; intervening, 

in-ter-loc-u-to-ry (intarlok'yatore), 
adj. intermediate; not finally decisive. 

International Monetary Fund, an 
organization set up to stabilize world 
currencies and to help member na¬ 
tions to overcome financial crises. 

International Style, a form of archi¬ 
tecture, originating in the 1920’s, 
emphasizing geometric shapes and 
large surfaces, and making much use 
of glass, steel, and reinforced concrete, 

in-ter-ne-cine (intarne'sen), adj. mu¬ 
tually destructive; relating to feuds 
and struggles within a group, 

in-ter-o-cep-tor (in'tarosep'tar), n. a 
receptor which responds to stimuli 
that originate inside the body, 

in-ter-os-cu-late (intaros'kyalat), v. 
to form a connecting link, 

in-ter-pel-la-tion (in 'tarpala'sHan), 
n. (in some legislative bodies) the pro¬ 
cess of demanding statements or ex¬ 
planations from ministers, often lead¬ 
ing to a debate and vote of confidence 
in the government, 

in-ter-reg-num (intareg'nam), n.,pl. 
in-ter-reg-nums, in-ter-reg-na (in- 
tareg'na). a period between the end 
of a reign and the beginning of a new 
one. 

in-ter-stice (intur'stis), n. a small or 
narrow opening between things or 
parts. —in-ter-sti'tial, adj. 

in-tes-tines (intes'tinz), n. pi. the 
lower part of the alimentary canal be¬ 
tween the stomach and the anus. 
— in-tes'ti-nal, adj. 

in-ti-ma (in'tama), n., pi. in-ti-mae 
(in'tame), the innermost lining of a 
bodily part or organ, as a vein, etc. 

in-time (aNtem'), adj. French, cozy; 
intimate. 

in-tim-i-date (intim'idat), v. to make 
timid; cow; overawe. —in-tim-i-da' 
tion, n. 

in-ti-mism (in'tamizm), n. a style of 
painting emphasizing an impression¬ 
istic portrayal of domestic scenes. 
— in'ti-mist, adj. 
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in-tort (intort'), v. to twist about a 
fixed point; curl. —in-tor'sion, n. 

in-tra-mu-ral (intramyoor'al), adj. 
involving only the members of one 
school. 

in-trail-si-gent (intran'sijont), adj. 
unyielding; stubborn; uncompro¬ 
mising. 

in-tra-u-ter-ine device (intrayoo'- 
tgrin), a device, as a loop, placed in the 
uterus to stop conception. Abbrev.: 
I.U.D. 

in-trav-a-sa-tion (intrav 'asa'sHan), n. 
the introduction of foreign matter 
into a blood vessel, 

in-tro-mit (intramit'), v. to put or let 
in; admit; introduce, 

in-tro-vert (in'travart), n. a person 
primarily concerned with his own 
feelings, thoughts, and actions. See 
also extrovert. 

in-tu-mesce (in 'toomes'), v. to swell; 
inflate. —in-tu-mes'cence, n. 

in-tus-sus-cept (in'tusasept'), v. to 
take in; invaginate. —in-tus-sus-cep' 

tion, n. 
in-unc-tion (inuNGk'sHan), n. the ac¬ 

tion of anointing. 
in-u-tile (inyoo'tl), adj. useless; of no 
service. —in-u-til'i-ty, n. 

in va-cu-o (in vak'yooo), Latin, in a 
vacuum; isolated; separate, 

in-vag-i-nate (invaj'anat), v. to in¬ 
sert, as into a sheath; to draw back 
within itself. —in-vag-i-na'tion, n. 

in-vec-tive (invek'tiv), n. violent and 
abusive denunciation or censure, 

in-veigh (inva'), v. to attack verbally; 

denounce; rail. 
in-vid-i-ous (invid'eas), adj. causing 
dislike or resentment; giving offense; 

hateful or harmful, 
in-vig-i-late (invij'ilat), v. to super¬ 

vise students at an examination, 
in-vin-ci-ble (invin'sabal), adj. un- 
defeatable; that cannot be conquered 

or surmounted. 
in vi-tro (in ve'tro), Latin, within an 
artificial environment, as a labora¬ 

tory; literally, in glass, 
in vi-vo (in ve'v5), Latin, (in biology) 
within a live organism, 

in-vo-lu-cre (in'valookar), n. a case or 

covering, esp. a membranous enve¬ 
lope. 

in-vo-lut-ed (in'valootid), adj. in¬ 
volved; complex; complicated, 

i-on-o-pause (Ton'apoz), n. the zone 
between the ionosphere and meso¬ 
sphere. 

i-on-o-sphere (lon'asfer), n. 1. the 
portion of the earth’s atmosphere be¬ 
tween the stratosphere and exo¬ 
sphere. 2. E layer. 

i-on propulsion (l'an, T'on), a pro¬ 
jected form of propulsion for craft in 
outer space, the motive force being 
supplied by exhaust consisting of 
positive ions and negative electrons 
repelled by electrostatic forces, 

ip-se dix-it (ip'se dik'sit), Latin. 1. he 
himself said it. 2. an unproved, dog¬ 
matic statement. 

ip-so fac-to (ip'sb fak'to), Latin, lit¬ 
erally ; by the fact itself; by that very 

fact. 
i-ra-cund (I'rakund), adj. angry, pas¬ 

sionate. 
i-ras-ci-ble (iras'abal), adj. easily an¬ 
gered ; irritable. —i-ras-ci-bil'i-ty, n. 

i-ren-ic (Tren'ik), adj. pacific; promot¬ 

ing peace. 
ir-re-cu-sa-ble (ir'ikyoo'zabal), adj. 
not to be refused or rejected, 

ir-re-den-ta (ir'iden'ta), n. a region 
linked historically, ethnically, or cul¬ 
turally with one nation, but governed 

by another. 
ir-re-den-tist (ir hden'tist), n. a mem¬ 

ber of a regional or national party 
advocating acquisition of foreign ter¬ 
ritory by reason of close historic, eth¬ 

nic, or cultural ties, 
ir-ref-ra-ga-ble (iref'ragabal), adj. 
not to be refuted or disproved; un¬ 

deniable. 
ir-re-fran-gi-ble (ir'ifranj'abal), adj. 

not to be broken; inviolable, 
ir-rem-e-a-ble (irem'eabal), adj. per¬ 
mitting no return; irreversible, 

ir-re-plev-i-sa-ble (ir 'iplev'isabal), 

adj. (in law) not capable of being re¬ 
plevied or delivered on sureties, 

ir-ro-rate (ir'arat), adj. marked with 
minute dots; speckled. Also ir'ro- 

rat-ed. 
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ir-rupt (irupt'), v. to burst or break in 
violently; to display emotion or acti¬ 
vity. —ir-rup'tion, n. —ir-rup'tive, 
adj. 

is-a-go-ge (l'sagoje), n. an introduc¬ 
tion, as to a work of research. —is-a- 
gog'ic (Isagoj'ik), adj. 

is-al-lo-bar (Isal'abar), n. (in meteo¬ 
rology) a line on a weathermap linking 
points with equal pressure changes, 

is-al-lo-therm (Isal'athurm), n. (in 
meteorology) a line on a weather chart 
linking points with equal tempera¬ 
ture variations over a given period, 

is-a-nom-al (Tsanom'al), n. (in meteo¬ 
rology) a line on a map connecting 
points with equal anomaly or irregu¬ 
larity of a meteorological quantity, 

i-sa-rithm (I'sariTHam), n. See iso- 
pleth. 

is-aux-e-sis (I'sogze'sis), n. (in bio¬ 
logy) the growth rate of a part equal 
to that of the complete organism. See 
also bradyauxesis, tachyauxesis. 

is-chi-um (is'keam), n., pi. is-chi-a. 
1. the lowest of the three parts of the 
innominate bone. 2. either of the 
bones on which the body rests when 
seated. —is-chi-at'ic, adj. 

Ish-i-ha-ra test (isH'eha'ra), a color 
blindness test, developed in Japan, 
using cards which reveal different 
patterns to eyes with normal sight 
and eyes that are color blind, 

islet of Lang er hans (laNG'gar- 

hanz), one of several masses of cells 
in the pancreas secreting insulin, 

i-so-bar (I'sabar), n. (in meteorology) 
a line on a weather map connecting 
points with the same barometric 
pressure at a given time. —i-so-bar' 
ic, adj. 

i-so-bath (I'sabat/z), n. a line drawn on 
a map to connect points of equal depth 
below the water surface. —i-so-bath' 
ic, adj. 

i-so-bath-y-therm (Tsabat/z'athurm), 
n. a line on a sea chart, linking depths 
with the same temperature, 

i-so-bront (I'sabront), n. See homo- 
bront. 

i-so-ce-phal-ic (I'sSsafal'ik), adj. (in 
a painting) having the representa¬ 

tion of heads on the same level. Also 
i-so-ceph-a-lous (T'sSsef'olas). 

i-so-ce-rau-nic (l'sosaro'nik), adj. (in 
meteorology) having the same fre¬ 
quency or intensity or simultaneous 
activity of thunderstorms. Also iso- 
keraunic. 

i-so-chasm (I'sakazm), n. a line on a 
map linking points where auroras 
occur with equal frequency, 

i-so-chro-mat-ic (I 'sakrbmat'ik), adj. 
having the same color, 

i-soch-ro-nal(Isok'ranl), adj. occupy¬ 
ing or happening in an equal amount 
of time. Also i-soch'ro-nous. 

i-so-chrone (I'sakrom), n. a line on a 
map or chart made up of all points 
displaying some common and simul¬ 
taneous property. —i-soch'ro- 
nism, n. 

i-soch-ro-ny (Tsok'rsne), n. the state 
or condition of occurring simulta¬ 
neously. 

i-soch-ro-ous (Tsok'roas), adj. having 
the same color. 

i-soc-ra-cy (Isok'rase), n. a form of 
government in which all people have 
equal power. 

i-so-dose (I'sados), adj. relating to all 
points having an equal intensity of 
radiation in a contaminated area, 

i-so-dros-o-therm (Tsadros'athurm), 
n. (in meteorology) a line on a weather 
chart joining places with an equal 
dew point. 

i-so-dy-nam-ic (I'sodlnam'ik), adj. 
1. marked by equal force or intensity. 
2. relating to an imaginary line link¬ 
ing points of equal horizontal inten¬ 
sity' in the earth’s magnetic field. 

i-so-ge-o-therm (Tsaje'othurm), n. an 
imaginary line connecting all points 
on the earth’s surface with the same 
mean temperature, 

i-sog-o-nal (Tsog'anl), adj. having 
equal angles, isogonic. 

isogonal line, a line on a map linking 
points where the magnetic declina¬ 
tion is the same. Also i'so-gone. 

i-so-gon-ic (Isogon'ik), adj. 1. with 
equal angles. 2. pertaining to an iso- 
gone. 

i-so-gra-dient (Tsagra'deant), n. (in 
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meteorology) a line on a weather map 
joining points with equal horizontal 
gradients, such as pressure or tem¬ 
perature. 

i-so-gram (I'sagram), n. a line on a 
map or chart linking points with some 
common meteorological factor, 

i-so-ha-line (Isaha'len), n. a line on 
an ocean chart or map linking all 
points of equal salinity. Also i-so- 
hal'sine. 

i-so-hel (I'sahel), n. (in meteorology) 
a line on a weather chart linking points 
receiving equal amounts of sunshine, 

i-so-hume (I'sahyoom), n. (in meteo¬ 
rology) a line on a weather chart join¬ 
ing points of equal relative humidity, 

i-so-hyet (Isahl'at), n. a line on a map 
connecting points having equal 
amounts of rainfall over a given 
period. 

i-so-ke-rau-nic (Psokiro'nik), adj. 

See isoceraunic. 
i-so-mag-net-ic (T'somagnet'ik), adj. 
pertaining to a line on a map connect¬ 
ing points with equal magnetic ele¬ 

ments. 
i-so-me-tro-pi-a (I'somatro'pea), n. a 
condition in which the refraction is 

the same in either eye. 
i-sonvedry (Tsom'itre), n. equality of 

measure. 
i-so-morph (I'samorf), n. an orga¬ 

nism w'hich has the same shape and 
appearance as another, but a different 

ancestry. 
i-so-mor-phic (Isamor'fik), adj. hav¬ 

ing the same form or appearance, but 

different ancestry. 
i-so;mor-phism (Isamor'fizm), n. the 

state of being isomorphic, 
i-so-neph (I'sanef), n. (in meteorol¬ 
ogy) a line on a weather map connect¬ 
ing points with equal amounts of 

cloudiness. 
i-son-o-my (Ison'ame), n. equality of 

laws or political rights, 
i-so-pach (I'sapak), n. a line on a map 
connecting all points of equal geo¬ 

logical thickness. 
i-so-pach-ous (Isapak'as), adj. having 

equal thickness. 
i-so-pag (I'sapag), n. a line on a map 

linking all points where winter ice 
exists at approximately the same 
time. 

bso'pec-tic (Isapek'tik), n. a line on a 
map joining all points where winter 
ice begins to form at approximately 
the same time. 

i-so-pi-es-tic (I'sopTes'tik), adj. of 
equal pressure. 

i-so-pleth (I'saplef/j), n. a line on a map 
joining all points with equal numeri¬ 
cal values. Also isarithm. 

i-so-pod (I'sapod), n. a crustacean 
with a flattened body and seven pairs 
of legs. 

i-so-pol-i-ty (Isapol'ite), n. equal civic 
and political rights, 

i-so-por (i7sapor), n. an imaginary line 
on a map of the earth, joining points 
with equal annual variations in mag¬ 
netic phenomena. 

i-so-pyc-nic (Isapik'nik), n. a line on 
a map linking points having equal 
water density. 

i-sos-ce-les (Isos'alez), adj. (of a tri¬ 
angle) having two equal sides, 

i-sos’ta-sy (Isos'tase), n. the equili¬ 
brium of the earth’s crust. —i-so- 
stat'ic, adj. 

i-so-stere (T'saster), n. (in meteorol¬ 
ogy) a line on a chart or map linking 
points of equal atmospheric density, 

i-sodac (T'satak), n. a line on a map 
connecting points where ice begins 
to melt during spring at approxi¬ 
mately the same time, 

i-so-tach (I'satak), n. (in meteorology) 
a line on a weather chart connecting 
points where the same wind velocities 

exist. 
i-so-ten-i-scope (Isaten'iskop), n. an 
instrument for measuring vapor pres¬ 

sure. 
i-so-there (Vsather), n. (in meteorol¬ 

ogy) a line on a weather map joining 
points with the same mean summer 

temperature. 
i-so-therm (T'sat/mrm), n. (in meteo¬ 

rology) a line on a weather map link¬ 
ing points with the same temperature, 

i-so-ther-mal (Tsat/mr'mal), adj. tak¬ 
ing place at a constant temperature, 

i-so-ther-mo-bath (Tsa*/iur'mabat/0, 
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n. a line on a vertical section of the sea 
linking all points having equal tem¬ 

perature. 
i-so-tim-ic (Isatim'ik), adj. posses¬ 

sing an equal quantitative value at a 
given time. 

i-so-tope (T'satop), n. a chemical ele¬ 
ment having the same character as 
another but with a different radio¬ 
active property or atomic weight. 
—i-sot-o'py (Isot'ape), n. 

i-so-type (I'satlp), n. a symbol or 
drawing representing a certain gen¬ 
eral fact or quantity about the object 
depicted. —i-so-typ'ic, adj. 

i-tai-i-tai (e'tle'tl), n. a bone-weaken¬ 
ing disease caused by the presence of 
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cadmium in the system, [from Japa¬ 

nese “Ouch! Ouch!”] 
it-er (it'er), n. (in anatomy) a canal or 

passage. 
it-er-ant (it'arant), adj. repeating; 
recurrent. 

it-er-ate (it'arat), v. to utter or do 
repeatedly. 

it-er-a-tive (it'arativ), adj. repeating; 
repetitious. 

ith-y-phal-lic (h/zafal'ik), adj. inde¬ 
cent; obscene. 

i-tin-er-ate (itin'arat), v. to travel 
from place to place. —i-tin'er-ant, 

adj., n. 
I.U.D., abbrev. for intrauterine de¬ 

vice. 



ja-bot (zHabo'), «• a ruffle or arrange¬ 
ment of lace worn at the neck or waist, 

jack-leg (jak'leg7), adj. 1. unskilled 
for one’s job. 2. dishonest in dealings, 

jac-o-net (jak'anet), n. a lightweight 
cotton material, used for clothing and 

bandages. 
jac-ta-tion (jakta'sHan), n. boasting; 

showing-off. 
jac-u-late (jak'yalat), v. to throw (a 

javelin or spear). 
jac-u-lif-er-ous (jak'yalif'aras), adj. 

possessing spines like darts, 
ja-pan (japan').n- a hard, long-lasting 

black varnish, of Japanese origin, 
used on wood or other similar ma¬ 

terials. 
jape (jap), v. 1. to joke or make fun of. 

—n. 2. a practical joke or wisecrack, 
jar-di-niere (jardaner'), n. an orna¬ 

mental container for plants and 

flowers. 
jar'-o-vize (yar'avTz), v. to hasten the 
development of seeds, etc., by some 
process. Also iarovize, yarovize, 

jas-pe (jaspa'), adj. made to look 
veined, like jasper. 

ja-to (ja'to), n. a takeoff assisted by jet 
propulsion, esp. one assisted by rock¬ 
ets which are then jettisoned, [from 

j(et)-a(ssisted) t(ake) -o(ff)] 
jaun-dice (jon'dis), n. an illness 

caused by increased bile pigments in 
the blood, characterized by yellow¬ 

ness of skin. Also icterus. 

jaun-diced (jon'dist), adj. showing 
prejudice, often as the result of a per¬ 
sonal experience. 

jaw-bon-ing (jo'boniNG), adj. using 
the power and prestige of the Govern¬ 
ment to persuade business and labor 
to moderate their demands in the 

national interest. 
je-june (jijoon'), adj. 1. (of food) low 

in nutritive value. 2. dull; uninterest¬ 
ing. 3. lacking wisdom; immature, 

je-ju-num (jijoo'nam), n. part of the 
small intestine between the duode¬ 

num and the ileum, 
je ne sais quoi (zHansakwa'), French. 

a pleasing and undefinable quality of 

personality. 
jeop-ard-y (jep'arde), n.,pl. jeop-ard- 

ies. risk of exposure to harm or 

death. 
jer-e-mi-ad (jer'aml'ad), n. a lamen¬ 

tation or mourning, 
jet-a-va-tor (jet'avatar), n. an exten¬ 

ded exhaust nozzle on a rocket, used 
to control the direction of the exhaust, 

jet engine, an engine which imparts 
motion to a vehicle, esp. a plane, by 
thrusting backward a stream of liquid 

or air and gases. 
jet-ton (jet'n), n. a stamped counter, 
used in card-playing, etc. 

jeu d’es-prit (zHoodespre'), pi. jeux 
d’es-prit (zHoodespre'). French. 1. a 
joke. 2. a piece of sharply witty litera¬ 

ture. 
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jig’ger (jig'ar), n. See chigoe, 
jiggery-pokery (jig'arepd'kare), 

n. falseness, deception, or trickery, 
ji-had (jihad'), n. a holy war waged by 

Muslims as a duty, or any such under¬ 
taking for a certain principle or con¬ 
cept. Also je'had (jehad'), 

jin-go (jiNG'gS), n.,pl. jin-goes, some¬ 
one who is patriotic to excess and 
wishes always to be prepared for war. 

jin-go-ism (jiNG'gdizm), n. the policy 
of being prepared for war; aggressive 
patriotism. 

jinn (jin), n. (in Islamic mythology) a 
type of spirit, lower than an angel, 
which can take human or animal form 
and influence man. Also djin, djinn. 

jo-cose (jdkos'), adj. given to humor 
or joking. — jo-cos'bty, n. 

joc-u-lar (jok'yalar), adj. character¬ 
ized by joking. —joc-u-lar'i-ty, n. 

joc-und (jok'and, jo'kand), adj. 
cheerful; happy. —jo-cun'di-ty, n. 

joie de vi-vre (zHwadavevr'), French. 
pleasure at being alive, esp. carefree 
enjoyment of life. 

joule (jool, joul), n. the unit of work or 
energy equal to work achieved by one 
newton when it moves one meter in 
the direction of the force, 

ju-bate (joo'bat), adj. hairy, as if 
covered by a mane, 

ju-gal (joo'gal), adj. belonging to the 
cheek or cheekbone, 

ju-gu-late (joo'gyalat), v. 1. to check 
a disease by drastic measures. 2. to 
cut the throat of. 

Jukes (jooks), n. pseudonym for an 

actual family that over several genera¬ 
tions exhibited a history of poverty, 
crime, illness, and social degeneracy. 
See also Kallikak. 

ju-ras’sic (jooras'ik), adj. a part of the 
Mesozoic epoch, 135,000,000 to 
180,000,000 years ago, when dino¬ 
saurs and conifers were prevalent. 

ju-rat (joor'at), n. a sworn public offi¬ 
cer such as a magistrate. 

ju-ra-tion (joora'sHan), n. the taking 
or administering of an oath. 

ju-ra-to-ry (jobr'atore), adj. consti¬ 
tuting, expressed in, or pertaining to 
an oath. 

ju-ris-dic-tion (jdor'isdik'sHan), n. 
1. the authority to administer law. 2. 
the extent, range, or territory where 
such authority is valid and can be 
exercised. 

juTis-pru-dence (joor'isprob'dns), 
n. the science and philosophy of law; 
a legal system. 

juste-mi-lieu (zHYstmelyob'), «., pi. 
juste-mi-lieux (zHYstmelyob'). 
French, the midpoint between two 
extremes. 

ju-veTies-cent (joo'vanes'ant), adj. 
young or becoming young. 

ju •ve-nil-ia (joo'vanil'eo), n. pi. 
works, esp. literature, produced for 
or by young people. 

jux-ta-pose (juk'stapdz), v. to put 
next to each other, esp. for compari¬ 
son. —jux-ta-po-si-tion (juk'stapa- 
zisH'sn), n. 

j’y suis, j’y reste (zHeswe' zHerest'), 
French, here I am, and here I stay. 



kaf-tan(kaf'tn,kaftan'), w. See caftan, 
kak-is-toc-ra-cy (kak fistok'rase), n. 
government by the worst people in 

the state. 
ka-lif, ka-liph (ka'lif, kal'if), n. See 
caliph. 

kal-if-ate (kal'afat), n. See caliphate. 
Kal-li-kak (kal'akak), n. pseudonym 

for an actual family that over several 
generations exhibited a history of 
poverty, crime, illness and social de¬ 
generacy. See also Jukes, 

ka-o-lin, ka-o-line (ka'alin), n. a fine 
china clay used in making porcelain, 

kar-ma (kar'ma), n. fate; destiny, 
kar-y-og-a-my (kar'eog'ame), n. the 
fusion of cell nuclei, as in fertilization, 

kar-y-o-ki-ne-sis (kar'eokine'sis), n. 

the series of changes which take place 
in a cell nucleus in the process of 

dividing. 
kar-y-o-plasm (kar'eaplazm), n. the 

substance of a cell nucleus, 

kar-y-o-type (kar'eatlp'), n. the sum 

total of the characteristics of a set of 

somatic chromosomes, 

ka-sha (ka'sHa), n. groats, especially 

of buckwheat when mulled and 

crushed, [from Russian] 

ka-tab-a-sis (katab'asis), n.,pl. ka-tab- 
a-ses (katab'asez). a military retreat. 

See also anabasis. 
kat-a-bat-ic (kat'abat'ik), adj. (of a 
wind) moving downward or down a 

slope or valley. See also anabatic. 

kat-a-mor-phism (kat fimor'fizm), n. 
metamorphism which changes com¬ 
plex minerals to simple minerals. See 
also anamorphism. 

kat-a-pla-sia (kat'apla'zHa), n. See 
cataplasia. 

kat-a-to-ni-a (kat'ato'nea), n. See ca¬ 

tatonia. 
Ka-thar-e-vu-sa (kat/mr'avoo'sa), n. 

the literary form of modern Greek. 
See also Demotic. 

ka-thar-sis (kat/zar'sis), n. See cath¬ 

arsis. 
keck (kek), v. to retch or heave; be 

nauseated. 
kef (kaf), n. 1. a drowsy, dreamy condi¬ 

tion produced by narcotics, esp. mari¬ 
juana. 2. a hemp preparation smoked 
to produce such a condition. Also 

spelled keef (kef), kif. 
keg-ler (keg'lar), n. a person who 

bowls; a bowler. 
ke loid, che-loid (ke'loid), an exces¬ 

sive growth of scar tissue on the skin 

surface. 
ke-lot-o-my, ce-lot-o-my (kalot'- 

ame), n. See herniotomy. 
ken (ken), n. mental perception or 
recognition; range of knowledge. 

ker-a-tal-gia (ker'atal'ja), n. pain in 

the cornea. 
ker-a-tin (ker'atin), n. a substance 

found in horn, hair, nails, etc. Also 
ceratin. —ker at'i nous, adj. 

ker-a-tog-e-nous (ker'atoj'anas), adj. 
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causing the growth of horn or horny 
tissue. 

ker-a-toid (ker'atoid), adj. hom-like; 
horny. Also ceratoid. 

ker-a-to-sis (ker'ato'sis), n.,pl. ker-a- 
to-ses (ker'ato'sez). any disease char¬ 
acterized by horny growth; any 
horny growth. 

kerf, curf (kurf), n. the cut or channel 
made by a saw. 

ker-sey (kur'ze), n. a heavy fabric of 
wool, similar to beaver, used for over¬ 
coats. 

key punch, a machine with a simpli¬ 
fied typewriter keyboard, used for 
punching holes in cards. Also card 
punch. 

khan (kan), n. a public inn; caravan¬ 
sary. 

kib-ble (kib'al), v. to grind or divide 
into coarse particles or bits, as pre¬ 
pared dry dog food. 

kib-butz (kiboots'), n.,pl. kib-but-zim 

(kibdbtsenrP)- an Israeli collective 
settlement, esp. agricultural. 

kib-itz-er (kib^itsar), n. a giver of un¬ 
wanted advice; a meddler or busy¬ 
body. 

kick-shaw (kik'sHo), n. 1. a tidbit or 
delicacy. 2. a trinket or gewgaw. 

kid-ney (kid'ne), n. disposition or 
temperament; kind, class, or sort. 

kiel-ba-sa (kilba'sa), n., pi. kiel-ba- 
sas, kiel-ba-sy (kilba'se). a spicy 
smoked sausage of beef and pork, 
originated in Poland. Also kiel-ba-sy 
(kilba'se). 

kif (kif), n. See kef. 
kil-o-cy-cle (kiPasFkal), n. former 
word for kilohertz. 

kil'O'gauss (kiPagous), n. a unit equal 
to 1000 gauss. 

kil-o-gram (kiPagram), n. a unit of 
mass and weight equal to 1000 grams 
(2.2046 lbs.). 

kil-o-hertz (kiPahurts), n. a unit of 
frequency equal to 1000 cycles per 
second. 

kil-o-li-ter (kiPale'tar), n. 1000 liters; 
a cubic meter. 

kil-o-me-ter (kiPame'tar), n. the 
common measure of distances of 1000 
meters (0.621 mile). 

kil-o-volt (kiPavolt), n. a unit of force 
equal to 1000 volts, 

kil-o-watt (kiPawot), n. a unit of 
power equal to 1000 watts, 

kil-o-watt-hour (kiPawotour/), n. a 
unit rate of consumption of electrical 
power equal to one kilowatt in one 
hour. 

kin (kin), n. relatives; family; kinfolk, 
kin-e-mat-ics (kin'amat'iks), n. the 
branch of mechanics that deals with 
motion in the abstract, without refer¬ 
ence to the masses or forces involved 
in it. 

ki-ne-sics (kine'siks), n. the study of 
bodily and facial movements as 
related to and accompanying com¬ 
munication or speech, 

ki-ne-si-ol-o-gy (kine 'seoPaje), n. the 
study of human muscular move¬ 
ments and their relationship to hu¬ 
man anatomy and physiology, 

kin -es • the -sia, kin -aes • the -sia (k in 
ist/ie'zHa), n. the sensation of move¬ 
ment or position of limbs felt through 
nerves in the muscles, tendons, or 
joints. Also kin-es-the'sis. 

kin-et-ic (kinet'ik), adj. of, resulting 
from, or characterized by motion, 

ki-net-ics (kinet'iks), n. the branch of 
mechanics dealing with the relation 
between the motions of bodies and 
the forces acting upon them, 

kin-e-to-sis (kin'ito'sis), n. illness 
caused by travel, usually in a vehicle; 
motion sickness. 

kip (kip), n. the untanned hide of a 
young or small animal, 

kirsch (kersH), n. a colorless, unaged 
brandy made from cherries, 

kish-ke (kistPka), n. in Jewish cook¬ 
ery, a beef intestine stuffed with 
seasoned flour, breadcrumbs, etc., 
and roasted. Also stuifed derma, 

kis-met (kiz'mit), n. fate; destiny. 
Also kis-mat. 

kith (kith), n. friends, acquaintances, 
or neighbors. 

kitsch (kicH), n. art or writing of 
popular but shallow appeal; preten¬ 
tious nonsense. 

klep-to-ma-ni-a, clep-to-ma-ni-a 
(klep 'tama'nea), n. an abnormal, per- 
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sistent impulse to steal. —klep-to- 
ma'ni-ac, n. 

klis-ter (klis'tar), n. a wax applied to 
skis when the snow is particularly wet. 

knag-gy (nag'e), adj. knotty; rough. 
knar (nar), n. a knot in wood. 
knell (nel), n. the sound of a bell toll¬ 

ing, as for a funeral. 
knish (knisH), n. in Jewish cookery, a 

thin piece of dough folded over a 
filling usually of potato or meat and 
baked or fried. 

knoll (n51), n. a small elevation; hillock 
or mound. 

knop (nop), n. a knob or knob-like 
decoration. 

knosp (nosp), n. an ornament in the 

shape of a bud. 
knout (nout), n. a Russian whip with 
leather thongs. 

knur (nur), n. a hard nob or knot on a 

tree. 
knurl, nurl (nurl), n. any of a series of 

small beads or ridges, as along the 
edge of a coin. 

ko-bold (kS'bold), n. (in German folk¬ 
lore) a house-haunting, often mis¬ 

chievous goblin. 
ko-la (ko'ta), n. an extract of the kola 

nut. 
kola nut, a brownish seed, produced 

by a tropical African and West Indian 
tree, formerly used as a stimulant in 

some soft drinks. 
ko-nim-e-ter (konim'itar), n. a device 

for measuring the amount of dust in 

the air. 
ko-ni-ol-o-gy, co-ni-ol-o-gy (ko'ne- 

olGje), n. the study of impurities in 
the air, such as pollen, dust, etc. 

ko-sher (ko'sHar), adj. (in Judaism) 
clean or fit to eat according to the 

dietary laws. 
kour-bash (koor'basH). See kurbash. 

kraal, craal (krai), n. a South African 
native fenced village, often surround¬ 

ing a cattle enclosure. 

kyphosis 

kra-ken (kra'kan), n. a legendary sea 
monster of northern seas. 

krep-lach, krep-lech (krep'laKH), n. 
small casings of dough, usually filled 
with chopped meat, etc., boiled and 
served in soup. 

krieg-spiel (kreg'spel), n. 1. a game 
in which pieces representing military 
units are maneuvered on maps. 2. a 
form of chess in which each player 
sees only his own pieces, his oppo¬ 
nent’s moves being told to him by a 
referee. 

kris (kres), n. See creese. 
krumm holz (kroom'holts), n., pi. 
krumm-holz. a forest of stunted 
trees near the timber line. 

ku-chen (koo'KHan), n. a coffee cake 
made of yeast dough and often in¬ 
cluding raisings, nuts, etc. 

ku-dos (koo'doz), n. credit; praise; 
glory. _ 

ku-gel (koo'gal), n. (in Jewish cook¬ 
ery) a baked pudding-like casserole. 

Kul-tur-kreis (kdbltoor'krls), n., pi. 
Kul-tur-krei-se (kdoltoor'kriza). (in 
anthropology) culture traits regarded 
as the nuclei of subsequent cultures. 

[German] 
KunsHied (kdonst'let), n.,pl. Kunst- 

lie-der (kdonstfiedar). German, art 

song. 
kur-bash, kour-bash (koor'basH), n. 

a leather whip. 
kwash-i-or-kor (kwaSH'eor'kor), n. a 

nutritional disease of infants and 
children, occurring chiefly in 

Africa. 
ky-mo-graph (kl'magraf), «. 1. an in¬ 
strument that measures and records 
on a graph variations as of a human 
pulse. 2. Also, cymograph, a device 
for measuring the oscillations of an 

aircraft in flight. 
ky-pho-sis (kifo'sis), n. a hunched 

back caused by curvature of the 

spine. 
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lab-a-rum (lab'aram), n., pi. lab-a-ra 
(lab'ora). a banner or standard bear¬ 
ing Christian symbols, 

lab-e-faction (lab'ofak'sHon), n. a 
weakening or downfall, 

la-bi-al (la'beal), adj. pertaining to a 
lip or lip-like part. 

la-bi-a ma-jo-ra (la'bea major's), pi., 

sing, la-bi-um ma-jus (la'beam ma'- 
jas). lip-like outer folds of the female 
external genital organs, 

la-bi-a mi-no-ra (la'bea minor's), pi., 

sing, la-bi-um mi-nus (la'beam ml'- 
nas). lip-like inner folds of the female 
external genital organs, 

la-bile (la'bil), adj. unstable; liable to 
change, esp. chemical change, 

la-bi-um (la'beam), n.,pl. la-bi-a (la'¬ 
bea). a lip or lip-like part, 

la-bret (la'bret), n. an ornament in¬ 
serted in a hole made through the lip. 

la-brum (la'bram), n., pi. la-bra (la'- 
bra). a lip or part resembling a lip. 

lab-y-rin-thi-tis (lab'arint&T'tis), n. 

inflammation of the inner ear. Also 
otitis interna. 

lac-co-lith(lak'alit/?), n. adorned mass 
of igneous rock formed by lava which, 
upon rising, forced up overlying stra¬ 
ta without rupturing them. Also lac 
co-lite (lak'allt). 

lac-er-til-i-an (lasartil'ean), adj. 1. 
pertaining to the suborder compris¬ 
ing the lizards; lizard-like. —n. 2. a 
lizard. Also la-cer-tian (lasur'sHan). 

lach-ry-mal(lak'ramal), adj. pertain¬ 
ing to tears. 

lach-ry-mose (lak'ramos), adj. given 
to weeping; tearful, 

la-cin-i-ate (lasin'eat), adj. deeply 
lobed, with jagged edges; (of leaves) 
fringed. 

la-con-ic (lakon'ik), adj. brief or con¬ 
cise in speech. Also la-con'i-cal. 

lac-o-nism (lak'anizm), n. brevity of 
speech. Also la-con-i-cism (lakon'- 
isizm). 

lac-tal-bu-min (laktalbyoo'min), n. 

the water-soluble protein contained 
in milk; in industry it is obtained by 
evaporating whey and is used in some 
prepared foods, in adhesives, and in 
varnishes. 

lac-ta-ry (lak'tare), adj. relating to or 
resembling milk. 

lac-tate (lak'tat), v. to produce or se¬ 
crete milk naturally. —lacta'tion, n. 

lac-tes-cent (laktes'ant), adj. milky; 
secreting a milky juice, 

lac-tif-er-ous (laktif'aras), adj. se¬ 
creting or bearing milk or milky juice, 

lac-to-scope (lak'taskop), n. an opti¬ 
cal instrument for measuring the 
cream content of milk, 

la-cu-na (lakyoo'na), n., pi. la-cu-nae 
(lokyoo'ne), la-cu-nas. a missing por¬ 
tion; gap. —la-cu'nal. la'cu-nar-y, 
adj. 

la-cus-trine (bkus'trin), adj. relating 
to a lake. 
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la-gen-i-form (lajen'aform), adj. 

flask-shaped. 
la-ic (la'ik), adj. non-clerical; lay; 
secular. Also la'i-cal. 

la-i-cism (la'isizm), n. secular control 
of a society; government by non¬ 
clerics. 

la-i-cize (la'islz), v. to secularize; put 
under the control of non-clerics. 

lais-sezfaire(les,afer'),.Frewc/!. non¬ 
interference in the conduct of others, 

la-i-ty (la'ite), n. laymen; those not 
belonging to a particular profession 
and thus without first-hand know¬ 

ledge of it. 
lal-la-tion (lala'sHan), n. substitution 

of the sound for “r” or mispro¬ 
nunciation of the sound “l”. 

la-lop-a-thy (lalop'athe), n. any 

speech defect. 
lal-o-pho-bi-a (latafb'bea), n. morbid 

dread of speaking. 
lal-o-ple-gi-a (lataple'jea), n. paraly¬ 

sis of the organs of speech except for 

the tongue. 
La-maze technique (bmaz'). See 

p sy chop rophy lax i s. 
lamb-da-cism (lam'dasizm), n. (in 
phonetics) overuse of the sound “/” 
or its substitution for the sound “r”. 

lam-bent (lam'bant), adj. 1. running 
lightly over or playing on a surface. 
2. softly radiant. 3. dealing gently and 
brilliantly with a topic. —lam'ben- 

cy, n. 

lam-bert (lam'bart), n. a unit used in 
measuring brightness, equal to the 
brightness of a perfectly diffusing 
surface radiating or reflecting one 
lumen per square centimeter, 

lam-bre-quin (lam'brakin), n. 1. a 
short curtain covering the top of a 
door or window or hung from a shelf. 
2. a protective covering of cloth for a 

helmet. 
lame duck, a disabled or ineffective 
person or thing, esp. an elected official 
completing a term of office after fail¬ 
ing to win election for the following 

term. 
la-mel-la (bmel'a), n.,pl. la-mel-lae 

(lomel'e), la-mel-las. a thin plate, 
scale, or membrane, esp. of bone or 

tissue. —la-mel'lar, la-mel'late, 
adj. 

la-mel-li-form (lamel'oform), adj. 

like a lamella in shape; scale-like, 
la-mel-lose (lamel'os), adj. having or 
composed of lamellae. —lam-el-los' 

i'ty, n. 
lam-i-na (lam'ana), n., pi. lam-i-nae 
(lam'ane), lam-i-nas. a thin layer or 
plate. —lam'i-nar, adj. 

lam-i-nose (lambnos), adj. com¬ 
posed of laminae; laminar. Also lam' 
i-nous. 

lam-poon (lampoon'), v. 1. to satirize 
or ridicule. —n. 2. a satire, 

lam-proph-o-ny (lamprof'ane), n. 

strength and clearness of voice. Also 
lam -pro -pho' ni -a. 

la-nate (la'nat), adj. covered with 
wool or a woolly substance. Also la- 
nose. 

lan-ce-o-late (lan'sealat), adj. shaped 
like a spearhead; narrow and tapering 
to the apex. 

lan-cet (lan'sit), n. a small, sharply 

pointed, double-edged, surgical 

knife. 

lan-ci-form (lan'saform), adj. lance¬ 

shaped. 
lan-ci-nate (lan'sanat), v. to pierce; 

stab. 
land-lop-er (land'lopor), n. a wander¬ 

er; adventurer. Also land'loup-er. 
lang-lauf (laNG'louf), n. a ski race 

over undulating open country. 

— lang'lau-fer, n. 

lan-guet (laNG'gwet), n. a small 

tongue-shaped part, 
lan-guid (laNG'gwid), adj. sluggish; 

lacking in energy or spirit, 
lan-guish (laNG'gwish), v. 1. to be or 
become languid. 2. to suffer weaken¬ 
ing conditions, as in prison or sickbed. 
3. to long for or pretend to long for. 

lan-guor (laNG'gar), n. 1. weakness; 
lack of energy or spirit. 2. mood of 
tenderness. 3. stillness. —lan'guor- 

ous, adj. 

la-ni-ar-y (la'neer'e), adj. (of teeth) 

shaped for tearing, 
la-nif-er-ous (bnif'aras), adj. wool¬ 
bearing. Also la-nig'er-ous. 

lan-o-lin (lan'alin), n. fatty matter ex- 
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tracted from sheep’s wool, used in 
ointments and toiletries. Also lan'o- 

line. 
la-nose (la'nos), adj. See lanate. 
la-nu-gi-nose (bnoo'janos), adj. 

covered with lanugo; downy. Also 
la-nu'gi-nous. 

la-nu-go (bnoo'go), n. a covering of 
soft, downy hairs, esp. that of a new¬ 

born baby. 
la-pac-tic (bpak'tik), adj. aperient; 

effecting a purge. 
lap-a-rot-o-my (laparotbme), n. a 

surgical procedure of cutting the ab¬ 
dominal wall to gain access to the 
abdominal cavity. 

lap-i-dar-y (lapbdere), n. 1. Also lap' 
i-dist. one who cuts, polishes, and en¬ 
graves stones. 2. the art of cutting, 
polishing, and engraving stones. 
—adj. 3. relating to stones and their 
cutting, polishing, and engraving. 4. 
distinguished by the sharpness and 
accuracy belonging to gem cutting, 

lap-i-date (lap'idat), v. to stone to 
death. 

la-pil-lus (bpilbs), rt.,pl. la-pil-li (b- 
pil'I). a small pebble thrown out by a 
volcano. 

lap-pet (lap'it), n. 1. a small flap or 
loosely hanging piece (of a garment). 
2. a lobe of flesh. 

lap-sus lin-guae (lap'sss liNG'gwe), 
Latin, a slip of the tongue, 

lap-sus me mo ri ae (lap'sas me- 
mor'ee), Latin, a lapse of memory, 

lar-ce-ner (liir'sanar), n. one who has 
committed larceny. Also lar'ce-nist. 

lar-da-ceous (larda'sHas), adj. lard¬ 
like. 

large-scale (larj'skafl), adj. large in 
relation to the original, as of a model, 
drawing, or other representation. See 
also small-scale. 

lar-gess (larjes'), n. 1. the free and 
ample giving of money or gifts. 2. the 
money or gifts thus given. Also lar¬ 
gesse'. 

lar-ine (lar'in), adj. gull-like, 
la-rith-mics (briTH'miks), n. the 
study of the relative numbers com¬ 
prising different groups within a total 
population. 
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lar-va (lar'va), «., pi. lar-vae (lar've). 
an insect between the time it leaves 
the egg and its metamorphosis into a 
pupa. —lar'val, adj. 

lar-vi-cide (lar'visid), n. a prepara¬ 
tion for killing larvae, 

lar-vip-a-rous (larvipbras), adj. of or 
pertaining to a larva-producing crea¬ 
ture, as some insects and mollusks. 

lar-viv-o-rous (larvivbros), adj. of or 
pertaining to a creature that eats 
larvae. 

la-ryn-ge-al (brin'jeal), adj. 1. relat¬ 

ing to or in the larynx. 2. of a sound 

formed in the larynx. —n. 3. a sound 

formed in the larynx. Also la-ryn-gal 
(briNG'gol). 

lar-yn-gec-to-my (laranjek'tame), n. 

the surgical removal of all or part of 
the larynx. 

lar-yn-gi-tis (laranjl'tis), n. inflam¬ 
mation of the lining of the larynx, 

lar-yn-gol-o-gy (lar'iNGgolbje), n. 

the field of medicine concerned with 
diseases of the throat. 

la-ryn-go-pha-ryn-ge-al (briNG'- 
gobrin'jeal), adj. relating to or em¬ 

ploying the larynx and pharynx, 
la-ryn-go-phar-ynx (briNG'gofar'- 

iNGks), n., pi la-ryn-go-phar-yn-ges 
(briNG 'gdbrin'jez), la-ryn-go-phar- 
ynx-es. the lower part of the pharynx, 
where it passes behind the larynx, 

la-ryn-go-scope (briNG'gaskSp), n. a 
medical instrument for inspecting 
the larynx by means of a mirror, 

lar-yn-gos-co-py (lar'iNGgos'kope), 
n. medical examination with a lary n¬ 
goscope. 

la-ryn-go-tra-che-al (briNG 'gotra'- 
keal), adj. relating to the larynx and 
trachea. 

lar-ynx (lar'iNGks), n., pi. la-ryn-ges 
(brin'jez), lar-ynx-es. the cavity, at 
the top of the windpipe where it joins 
the pharynx, that contains the vocal 
cords. 

la-sa-gna (bzan'ya), n. a dish of broad 
ribbons of pasta cooked with meat 
and tomatoes and topped with cheese, 

las-civ-i-ous (bsiv'eas), adj. lustful; 
wanton. 

la-ser (la'zar), n. an optical maser; a 
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maser that amplifies radiation within 
or near the range of visible light, 

lash-ings (lasH'iNGz), n. pi. (Collo¬ 
quial) plenty; an abundance, 

las-si-tude (las'itood), n. weariness; 
languor; indolence, 

last-in, first-out (lastin' furstout'), a 
book-keeping device of entering ma¬ 
terials constituting manufacturing 
costs at their current market price. 
Abbrev.: LIFO. See also first-in, first- 
out. 

la-tah (la'ta), n. a neurotic compul¬ 
sion to imitate others in speech and 
action, occurring mainly among Ma¬ 
lays. Also, la'ta. 

la-ten-cy (la'tanse), n. the condition 
of being latent. 

la-tent (la'tnt), adj. existing but not 
manifest; potential; hidden, 

lat-er-al (lat'aral), adj. of, at, from, or 
toward a side or sides, 

lat-e-ral-i-ty (lataral'ite), n. the pref¬ 
erence for using one hand rather than 

the other. 
lat-er-i-tious (latarisH'as), adj. of a 
brick-red color. Also lat-er-i'ceous. 

la-tex (la'teks), «., pi. lat-i-ces (lat'- 
isez), la-tex-es. a milky fluid con¬ 
tained by various plants and exuded 
when they are cut, esp. that of some 
plants used in industry to make rub¬ 

ber. 
lat-i-cif-er-ous (lat fisif'aras), adj. 

latex-bearing. 
lat-i-tu-di-nar-i-an (lat 'itoo 'daner'- 

ean), adj. tolerating widely differing 
opinions, esp. in matters of religion, 

lat-i-tu-di-nous (lat'itoo'danas), adj. 
having latitude; having a liberal 

breadth of mind. 
la-tri-a (latrl'a), n. (in the Roman 
Catholic Church) supreme worship 
to be offered only to God. See also 

dulia, hyperdulia. 
lat-ten (lat'n), n. a brass-like alloy of 
copper, zinc, lead, and tin, formerly 

used for church utensils, 
lat-ti-ci-nio (lat'icHe'nyo), n., pi. lat- 

ti-ci-ni (lat'icHe'ne). opaque white 
glass first made in Renaissance Ve¬ 
nice, frequently used to decorate clear 

glass with thin white lines. 

laud (lod), v. to praise; honor by cele¬ 
brating. — laud'a-ble, laud'a-to-ry, 
adj. —lau-da'tion, n. 

lau-re-ate (lor'eit), adj. 1. wreathed 
with laurel as a token of honor. 2. 
worthy of honor; distinguished, as 
the laureate artist. 

lau-rence (lor'ans), n. mirage-like 
shimmering seen over a hot surface, 
caused by the refraction (bending) of 
light rays in the lower density of air 
at the hot surface, 

lav-age (lavazH'), n. a washing, 
lav-a-liere (lavaler'), n. an ornament 
worn on a chain round the neck, 

lave (lav), v. (in poetic use) to wash; 
to bathe. —la-va'tion, n. 

la-ver (la'var), n. a basin or font, 
lawn (Ion), n. fine, plain-woven ma¬ 
terial usually of cotton, formerly of 

linen. 
lax-a-tion (laksa'sHan), n. a relaxing 

or loosening. 
lay analyst, a psychoanalyst without 
medical qualification, 

laz-ar (laz'ar), n. a diseased person, 

esp. a leper. 
laz-a-ret-to (lazaret'S), n. a hospital 

for indigent people suffering from 
contagious diseases, esp. from lep¬ 

rosy. 
leach (leCH), v. 1. to percolate a liquid 
through some material. 2. to be sub¬ 
jected to the action of percolating 

liquid, as soil. 
Le-bens-raum (la'banzroum), n. ex¬ 

tra scope, either territorial or in the 
way of freedom, claimed by a person 
or a nation so as to be able to achieve 
full development. 

lech-er (leCH'ar), n. a man who exces¬ 
sively indulges his sexual desires. 
— lech'er-ous, adj. —lech'er-y, n. 

lec-i-thal (les'at/?al), adj. having a 
yolk. Also lec'i-thic. 

lec-tion (lek'sHan), n. one of variant 
readings of the same passage in a copy 
or edition of a written work, 

lec-tor (lek'tar), n. a lecturer in a uni¬ 

versity or college. 
lee (le), n. the sheltered side of some¬ 
thing; side away from the wind, 

lee-ward (le'ward), adj. relating to, 
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on, or toward the side away from the 
wind. 

leg-end-ist (lej'ondist), n. a writer or 
compiler of legends, 

leg-end-ize (lej'andlz), v. to make a 
legend of, as his admirers legendized 

his exploits. 

leg-er-de-main (lejbrdaman'), n. 

dexterity in using the hands to per¬ 
form conjuring tricks, juggling, and 
similar feats; any trickery, deception, 

le-ger-i-ty (bjer'ite), n. agility ofmind 
or of limb. 

leg-man (leg'man), n. one who does 
the work requiring travel outside the 
office, usually for another whose du¬ 
ties prevent his leaving the office, 

leg-of-mutton sleeve. See gigot. 
lei-o-my-o-ma (ll'dmlo'mo), n., pi. 

lei-o-my-o-mas, lei-o-my-o-ma-ta 
(lT'omlcdmota). an abnormal swelling 
composed of nonstriated muscle tis¬ 
sue. 

leish-man-i-a-sis (lesHmonl'asis), n. 

infection by a certain flagellate proto¬ 
zoan. 

leis-ter (le'star), n. a spear with three 
or more prongs, used to catch fish, 

leit-mo-tif (lTt'mdtef), n. theme asso¬ 
ciated throughout a musical drama 
with a particular character, situation, 
or sentiment. 

lem-ma (lem'a), n., pi. lem-mas, 
lem-ma-ta (lem'ata). an argument or 
subject in a literary composition, 

len-i-ty (len'ite), n. gentleness; the 
quality of being soothing. —len'i- 
tive, adj. 

len-tic (len'tik), adj. relating to or 
dwelling in still water. Also le-nit'ic. 

len-ti-cle (len'tikal), n. a window in a 
clock case allowing the movement of 
the pendulum weight to be seen, 

len-tic-u-lar (lentik'jobr), adj. 1. re¬ 
lating to a lens. 2. lens-shaped, either 
with two convex surfaces or with one 
plane and one convex surface, 

len-ti-go (lentl'go), n., pi. len-tig-i- 
nes (lentijbnez). a freckle. —len-tig' 
i-nous, len-tig'i-nose, adj. 

len-toid (len'toid), adj. lens-shaped, 
le-o-nine (lebnln), adj. of lions; lion¬ 

like. 

lep i-dop-ter-ol-o-gy (lep 'idop' - 

tarolbje), n. the study of butterflies 
and moths. Also lep-i-dop'te-ry. 
—lep-i-dop-te-rol'o-gist, lep-i-dop' 
ter-ist, n. 

lep-i-dop-ter-ous (lepfidop'toros), 
adj. belonging to or relating to the 
order of insects comprising butter¬ 
flies and moths. 

lep-o-rid (lepbrid), adj. of or relating 
to the family comprising rabbits and 
hares. 

lep-o-rine (lepbrTn), adj. relating to 
or resembling a rabbit or hare, 

lep-rol-o-gy (leprolbje), n. the medi¬ 
cal field of study dealing with leprosy 
and its treatment. 

lep-ro-sar-i-um (lepraser'eom), n.,pl. 

lep-ro-sar-i-a (lepraser'eo). a hospi¬ 
tal where lepers are treated, 

lep-rose (lep'ros), adj. leprous, 
lep-ro-sy (lep'rase), n. a mildly infec¬ 
tious bacterial disease giving rise to 
thickening and ulceration of the skin, 
excessive or deficient pigmentation, 
loss of sensation in certain nerve re¬ 
gions, and, in severe cases, deformity 
and blindness. 

lep-rot-ic (leprot'ik), adj. of leprosy; 
leprous. 

lep-rous (lep'ras), adj. having, of, or 
like leprosy. 

lep-to-dac-ty-lous (leptadak'talas), 
adj. slender-toed; having slender 
toes. 

lep • to -phyl • lous (lep'tofilbs), adj. 

slender-leaved. 

lep-to-pro-so-pic (lep 'topraso'pik), 
adj. having a narrow face, 

lep-tor-rhine (lep'tarln), adj. having 
a narrow, prominent nose, 

lep-to-some (lep'tasom), n. a person 
of long narrow build, 

les-bi-an-ism (lez'beanizm), n. ho¬ 
mosexuality in women. —les'bi-an, 
n., adj. 

lese majesty (lez), attack or outrage 
upon any institution or custom vener¬ 
ated or held in great affection by a 
large number of people, 

le-sion (le'zHan), n. wound; injury; 
damage. 

lesser omentum, an omentum joined 
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to the stomach, and supporting the 

vessels of the liver. See also omen¬ 
tum, greater omentum, 

les-to-bi-o-sis (les'tobTo'sis), n., pi. 
les-to-bi-o-ses (les'toblo'sez). a form 

of living distinguished by furtive 

stealing; as one of the ways that ants 

order their society, in which two spe¬ 

cies live side by side and one lives by 

furtively stealing the food collected 

by the other. —les-to-bi-ot-ic (les'to- 

blot'ik), adj. 
le-thar-gic (lat/zar'jik), adj. relating 

to or suffering from lethargy, 

leth-ar-gy (let&'arje), n. drowsiness; 

apathy; torpor. 

leu-ke-mia, leu-kae mi-a (looke1- 

mea), n. an incurable blood disease 

characterized by excessive produc¬ 

tion of white cells; cancer of the blood. 

Also leu-ce-mi-a (loose'mea). 

leu-ko-cyte, leu-co-cyte (lob'kasTt), 

n. a white blood cell. —leu-ko-cyt'ic, 

adj. _ 

leu-ko-ma, leu-co-ma (looko'ma), 

n. a disorder in which the cornea is 

white and opaque. 

leu-ko-pe-ni-a, leu-co-pe-ni-a (loo- 

kape'nea), n. a decrease in the num¬ 

ber of white cells in the blood, 

leu-ko-poi-e-sis, leu-co-poi-e-sis 
(loo'kbpoie'sis), n. the development 

of white blood cells, 

le-va-tor (liviBtar), n.,pl. lev-a-to-res 
(levator'ez). any muscle used to raise 

a part of the body. 

levee1 (lev^e), n. an artificial embank¬ 

ment built to prevent flooding. 

levee2 (lev'e, leve'), n. a reception; 

assembly of visitors, 

lev-er-et (lev'arit), n. a young hare, 

lev-i-gate (lev^gat), v. to reduce to a 

fine powder or smooth paste. —lev-i- 

ga'tion, n. 
levi rate (lev^arit), n. the custom by 

which a dead man’s brother or next 

of kin had to marry his widow, prac¬ 

tised formerly in parts of America and 

Asia, and in Biblical Jewry under cer¬ 

tain conditions. 

lev-i-ty (lev'ite), n. frivolity; lack of 

serious thought; making light of a 

serious matter. 

le-vo-gyrate, lae-vo-gyrate (leva- 

jT'rat), adj. levorotatory. 

le-vo-ro-ta-tion, lae-vo-ro-ta-tion 
(le'vorota'sHan), n. a turning to the 

left of the plane of polarization of a 

ray of polarized light, caused by 

various chemical substances and so¬ 

lutions. 

le-vo-ro-ta-to-ry, lae-vo-ro-ta-to-ry 
(levaro'tatore), adj. having the prop¬ 

erty of levorotation. 

lev-u-lose (lev'yalos), n. a levorota¬ 

tory form of glucose; fructose; fruit 

sugar. 

lex-i-cal (lek'sikal), adj. pertaining to 

the vocabulary of a language, 

lex-i-cog-ra-pherflek'sikog'rafar),^. 
a maker or compiler of a dictionary, 

lex-i-cog-ra-phy (lek'sikog'rafe), n. 
the making or compiling of diction¬ 

aries. 

lex-i-col-o-gy (lek'sikoflaje), n. 1. the 

study of words and their meanings 

and idiomatic usage. 2. the study of 

the theory of lexicography and of 

lexicon. —lex-i-coflo-gist, n. 
lex-i-con (lek'sakon), n., pi. lex-i-ca 
(lek'saka), lex-i-cons. the vocabulary 

of a language, individual, or particu¬ 

lar group of people, 

lex-i-phan-ic (leksafan'ik), adj. bom¬ 

bastic or pretentious, 

lex ta-li-o-nis (leks tal'eo'nis), Latin. 
the law of retaliation, as an eye for an 

eye, a tooth for a tooth. Also talion. 
li-ba-tion (liba'sHan), n. the pouring 

of a drink, esp. of wine, as an offering 

to a god. 

lib-er-tar-i-an (libarter'ean), n. an 

advocate of liberty of thought and 

action. 

lib-er-tine (lib'arten), n. a dissolute, 

licentious man; one who gives free 

rein to his sexual or immoral wishes. 

—lib'er-tin-age, lib'er-tin-ism, n. 
li-bid-i-nous (libid'inas), adj. lustful; 

relating to the libido, 

li-bi-do (libe'do), n. the sexual drive; 

the instinctive desire that prompts all 

human activities. 

li-brate (ll'brat), v. to oscillate; swing 

from side to side. — li-bra'tion, n. 
li-cen-ti-ate (Usen'sHeit), n. holder of 
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a certificate of competence awarded 
by some academic or professional ex¬ 
amination board. 

li cen tious (Usen'sHss), adj. lustful; 
uncontrolled in sexual indulgence, 

li-chen (ll'kan), n. a dual plant organ¬ 
ism of fungus and alga in symbiosis, 
forming a gray, yellow, green, or 
brown crust-like covering where it 
grows on trees, stones, etc. —li'chen- 
oid,li'chen-ous, adj. 

licit (lis'it), adj. lawful; permitted, 
lick-er-ish (likbrisH), adj. lustful; 
lecherous. Also liqu'or-ish. 

lick-spit-tle (lik'spitl), n. toady; syco¬ 
phant. Also lick'spit, 

lieb-frau-milch (leb'froumilk'), n. a 
white wine from West Germany, 
produced mainly in the province of 
Hesse. 

Lie-der-kranz (le'darkrants), n. 

trademark of a strong-flavored, soft- 
ripening cheese made up in small 
blocks. 

lief (lef), adv. willingly; gladly. 
lien1 (len), n. the legal right to keep 
possession of another’s property un¬ 
til a debt due on it is paid. 

li-en2 (llbn), n. the spleen, 
li-en-ec-to-my (lianek'tame), n. the 

surgical removal of the spleen; sple¬ 
nectomy. 

li-en-i-tis (llanl'tis), n. inflammation 
of the spleen. 

life style, the integrated way a per¬ 
son’s individual taste and style is ex¬ 
pressed through the clothes he wears, 
the furniture and decor of his home, 
and the social life he leads. Also life¬ 
style. 

LIFOfli'fo). See last-in, first-out. 
lig-a-ment (ligbmant), n. a short 
band of strong, flexible fibrous tissue 
holding two bones together at a joint 
and preventing dislocation. —lig-a- 
men'tous, adj. 

li-gate (ll'gat), v. to bind with a liga¬ 
ture. 

ligature (ligbcHar), n. 1. a binding 
up. 2. a thing used for binding up, 
esp. a cord or bandage. 3. a character 
or type combining two or more let¬ 
ters, as “fi”. 

light-er (ll'tar), n. a boat, often flat- 
bottomed, used for loading and un¬ 
loading ships standing off a wharf 
and for carrying goods into the 
harbor or for other short distances, 

light-er-age (lT'tarij), n. the use of 
lighters to load and unload ships, 

light heavyweight, a boxer of the 
class intermediate between middle¬ 
weight and heavyweight, weighing 
178 lb. or less if an amateur, 175 lb. 
or less if a professional. Also cruiser- 
weight. 

light middleweight, an amateur 
boxer of the class intermediate be¬ 
tween welterweight and middle¬ 
weight and weighing 156 lb. or less, 

light-some (ITt'sam), adj. 1. light in 
movement or spirits. 2. giving out 
light; brightly illuminated, 

light-weight (llt'wat), n. a boxer of 
the class intermediate between feath¬ 
erweight and welterweight and 
weighing 133 lb. or less if an amateur, 
135 lb. or less if a professional, 

light welterweight, an amateur box¬ 
er of the class between lightweight 
and welterweight, weighing 140 lb. 
or less. 

light-year (llt'yer), n. the distance 
traveled by light in one solar year; 
used as a unit in measuring stellar 
distances. See also parsec, 

lig-ne-ous (lig'neos), adj. woody, 
lig-nic-o-lous (lignik'abs), adj. grow¬ 
ing on or in wood. 

lig-ni-form (lig'naform), adj. wood¬ 
like in form. 

lig-ni-fy (lig'nafi), v. to become or 
cause to become wood or woody, 

lig-nin (lig'nin), n. a compound chem¬ 
ical substance formed in the walls of 
certain plant cells and giving them 
strength and rigidity; it forms up to 
50 per cent of the wood in trees, 

lig-nite (lig'nlt), n. a brown woody 
coal. 

lig-niv-or-ous (ligniv'oras), adj. 

wood-eating; feeding on or boring 
into wood. 

lig-u-la (lig'yab), pi lig-u-lae 

(lig'yale), lig-u-las. a strap-shaped 
part, esp. a thin membrane at the base 
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of a leaf-blade in grasses. —lig'u- 
late, adj. 

li-la-ceous (llla'sHas), adj. of lilac 
color. 

lil-i- a-ceous (lil'ea'sHas), adj. 1. re¬ 
lating to the lily; lily-like. 2. belong¬ 
ing to the family of lilies, 

lim-a-cine (lim,asln)“ adj. relating to 
or resembling a slug, 

lim-bate (lim'bat), adj. having a dif¬ 
ferent-colored border, esp. of flowers, 

lim-bo (lim'bo), n. a supposed place 
in which forgotten and unwanted 
things are regarded as being, 

li-men (ll'man), n., pi. li-mens, lim- 
in-a (lim'ana). threshold; limit below 
which a given stimulus ceases to be 
perceptible. 

li-mes (ll'mes), n.,pl. lim-i-tes (lim'- 
itez). a boundary, esp. a fortified 
boundary of a country, 

li-mic-o-line (llmik'alln), adj. dwell¬ 

ing on the shore. 
li-mic-o-lous (limik'alas), adj. living 

in mud or in a muddy place, 
lim-i-nal (lim'anl), adj. at or relating 

to the limen. 
lim-ner (lim'nar), n. a painter, esp. 

of portraits. 
lim-net-ic (limnet'ik), adj. of or re¬ 
lating to creatures and plants that live 

in fresh waters. 
lim-nol-o-gy (limnol'aje), n. the study 

of fresh waters and the plants and 
creatures that live in them. —lim-no- 

log'real, adj. 

lim-pid (lim'pid), adj. clear and trans¬ 
parent, as water, air, eyes, etc. 

lim-u-lus (lim'yalas), n., pi. lim-u-li 
(lim'yall). a horseshoe crab. —lim; 

u-loid, adj. 
lin-e-a-ments (lin'eamants), n. 

(sometimes used in singular) distinc¬ 
tive features or characteristics, esp. 

of the face. 
lin-e-ar accelerator (lin'ear), a de¬ 
vice to propel charged particles in 
straight lines by alternating electric 
voltages arranged to give increasing 

gains of energy to the particles, 
lin-e-ate (lin'eit), adj. lined; striped. 
lin-e-a-tion(lin 'ea'sHan),«. thedraw- 
ing, tracing, or arrangement of lines. 

lipopexia 

lin-e-o-late (lin'ealat), adj. marked 
with fine lines. 

lin'gua (liNG'gwa), n., pi. lin-guae 
(liNG'gwe). the tongue. —lin'gual, 
adj. 

lin-gua fran-ca (liNG'gwa fraNG'ka), 
n.,pl. lin-gua fran-cas, lin-guae fran- 
cae (liNG'gwe fran'se). any language 
used by various different peoples 
who have different native languages, 

lin-gui-form (liNG'gwaform), adj. 

tongue-shaped. 
lin-gui-ni (liNGgwe'ne), n. long, flat 
strips of pasta. 

lin-guis-tics (liNGgwis'tiks), n. the 
scientific study of language, includ¬ 
ing its sounds, word forms, grammar, 
orthography, and historical develop¬ 
ment. 

lin-gu-late (liNG'gyalat), adj. tongue¬ 
shaped. 

lin-sey-wool-sey (lin'zewool'ze), n. 

a fabric with coarse woolen weft and 
linen or cotton warp. Also lin'sey. 

lin-tel (lin'd), n. a horizontal support 
of timber, stone, or concrete across 
the top of a window- or door-opening, 

li-on-ize (ll'anlz), v. to treat a person 

as a celebrity. 
li-pase (II7pas), n. one of a class of en¬ 
zymes that break down the fat pro¬ 

duced by the liver or pancreas, 
li-pec-to-my (lipek'tame), n. the sur¬ 

gical removal of a superficial layer of 

fat. 
li-pe-mi-a, li-pae-mi-a (lipe'mea), n. 

the presence of excessive fat or fatty 
substance in the blood. —li-pe'mic, 

adj. 
lip-o-gram (lip'agram), n. a written 

work using only words that do not 
contain a certain letter or letters of 
the alphabet. — lip-o-gram-mat'ic, 

adj. 
li-pog-ra-phy (lipog'rafe), n. the acci¬ 
dental elimination of some letter, syl¬ 

lable, etc., in writing, 
lip-oid (lip'oid), adj. fat-like. Also 

lip-oi'dal. 
li-po-ma (lipo'ma), «., pi. li-po-mas, 

li-po-ma-ta (lipo'mata). a benign tu¬ 

mor composed of fatty tissue, 
lip-o-pex-i-a (lipapek'sea), n. the stor- 
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age of fat in the body. Also adipo- 
pexia, adipopexis. 

li-quate (ll'kwat), v. to separate or 
purify metals by heating sufficiently 
to melt out the various constituents, 

liq-ue-fa-cient (likwofa'sHant), n. 

that which causes liquefaction, 
liq-ue-fac-tion (likwafak'sHan), n. 

the act of becoming or making liquid, 
li-ques-cent (likwes'ant), adj. becom¬ 

ing liquid. —li-ques'cence, n. 

liqu or ish (lik'srisn), adj. See lick¬ 
erish. 

lis-some, lis-som (lis'am), adj. lithe; 
supple; agile; active, 

lis-sot-ri-chous (liso'trikas), adj. 

straight-haired. 
lit-a-ny (lit'ane), n. a lengthy, mono¬ 
tonous narration, as a litany of com¬ 

plaints. 

li-ter (le'tar), n. a metric unit of mea¬ 
surement equal to 1.0567 U.S. liquid 
quarts. 

lit- e-ra-ti (litara'te), n. pi. men of 
letters; intellectuals, 

lit-e-ra-tion (litara'sHan), adv. letter 
for letter; with exact correspondence 
to an original text. 

lithe (11th), adj. flexible; supple. Also 
lithe'some. 

li-the-mi-a (lit^e'mea), n. an excess 
of uric acid in the blood. Also called 
uricacidemia. 

li-thi-a-sis (lit/n'asis), n. the presence 
or development in the body of stony 
solids usually consisting of layers of 
mineral salts. 

lith-ic (lif/z'ik), adj. composed of or 
relating to stone, esp. the stony solids 
formed in the body. 

li-thog-ra-phy(lit/!og'rafe),«.ameth- 
od of printing using a flat plate of 
metal, formerly stone, on which spe¬ 
cially greased or treated portions take 
up ink and transfer it to paper while 
the other parts make no impression. 

— lith'o-graph, n. — li-thog'ra- 
pher, n. 

lith oid (lit&'oid), adj. stone-like, 

li-thol-a-pax-y (litfojl'apak'se), n. a 
surgical operation in which stones are 
crushed within the organ where they 
formed and are washed out. 
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li-thol-o-gy (lit/zol'aje), n. 1. the study 
of the nature and composition of 
stones and rocks. 2. the field of medi¬ 
cine that deals with the stony sub¬ 
stance known as calculus which forms 
in the human body, 

lith-o-me-te-or (litAame'tear), n. a 
mass of solid particles suspended in 
the air, as dust. 

lith-o-phile (Ht/z'afTl), adj. having a 
tendency to react to rocks in the 
earth’s crust, as a chemical element, 

lith-o-sphere (lit/z'asfer), n. the 
earth’s outer crust, 

li-thot-ri-ty {\xtho'trite), n. a surgical 
procedure in which a stone that has 
formed in the bladder is crushed into 
particles small enough to pass out 
when the bladder is emptied, 

li-thu-ri-a (lit/tyobr'ea), n. a condition 
in which the urine contains an excess 
of uric acid. 

lit-to-ral (lit'taral), adj. 1. of, on, or 
near the shore. —n. 2. an area lying 
along the shore. 

lit-ur-gy (lit'arje), n. 1. a set form or 
ritual for public worship. 2. a collec¬ 
tion or arrangement of services for 
public worship. —li-tur'gi-cal, adj. 

liv-er-ish(liv'arisH), adj. havingaper- 
sonality that is bilious; unpleasant 
and disagreeable. 

liv-id (liv'id), adj. having a leaden, 
blue-gray discoloration of the flesh, 
as from bruising or strangulation, 

load-stone, lode-stone (lod'ston'), 
n. a magnetic oxide of iron (magne¬ 
tite) that acts as a natural magnet in 
attracting iron. 

loath (15th, Ioth), adj. disinclined; re¬ 
luctant; unwilling. 

loathe (Ioth), v. to regard with dis¬ 
gust; to detest. —loath'same, adj. 

lo-bar (lo'bar), adj. relating to a lobe, 
lo-bate (lo'bat), adj. having or being 

a lobe. 

lo-be-line (lo'balen), n. a chemical 
substance extracted from lobelia, 
used as a nicotine substitute in dis¬ 
couraging tobacco smoking because 
it produces similar physiological re¬ 
actions. 

lo-bot-o-my (lbbot'ame), n. a surgical 
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incision made in a lobe of the brain to 
change the behavior of a person, usu¬ 
ally one suffering severe mental ill¬ 
ness. 

lobster thermidor, cooked lobster 
flesh in a cream sauce sprinkled with 
grated cheese and browned on top, 
usually served in the lobster shell, 

lob-u-late (lob'valit), adj. composed 
of or having small lobes, 

lob-ule (lob'yool), n. a small lobe, 
lob-u-lus (lob'yalas), n., pi. lob-u-li 

(lob'yalT). (in anatomy) a lobule, 
lo-bus (lo'bas), n., pi lo-bi (Kflbl). (in 
anatomy) a lobe. 

lock-jaw (lok'jo), n. a form of blood 

poisoning in which the victim is un¬ 
able to open his jaws. See also tetanus, 

loc-u-lar (lok'yalar), adj. relating to 
or having one or more small cavities 
or compartments. 

loc-u-late (lok'yalat), adj. having one 
or more small cavities or compart¬ 

ments. 
loc-u-lus (lok'yalas), n., pi. loc-u-li 
(lok'yali). a small cavity or compart¬ 

ment. 
lo-cus (lo'kas), n.,pl. lo-ci (lo'sl). the 

exact place; locality, 
lo-cu-tion (ISkyoo'sHan), n. a particu¬ 

lar idiom or turn of phrase, 
lode-stone (lod'sthn'), n. See load¬ 

stone. 
log-gia (lojG), n. Italian, an arcade or 
gallery open on one or both sides, 

logical positivism, a contemporary 
philosophical doctrine based on em¬ 
piricist traditions, characterized by 
its attempt to show all philosophical 
problems to be linguistic in nature 
and to avoid all metaphysical state¬ 
ments, and aiming to provide a com¬ 
prehensive philosophy of science 

founded on linguistic analysis, 
lo-gi-on (lo'geon), n., pi. lo-gi-a (15;- 

gea), lo-gi-ons. a traditional saying; 

adage; proverb. 
lo-gis-tics (lojis'tiks), n. (used as sing, 

or pi.) the military science and prac¬ 
tice of moving, accommodating, and 
providing supplies for troops. lo¬ 

gistic, lo-gis'tic-al, adj. 

log-o-gram (lo'gagram), n. a short¬ 

hand sign for a word or phrase. Also 
log'o-graph. —log-0-graph'ic, adj. 

lo-gog-ra-phy (logog'rafe), n. a meth¬ 
od of recording in longhand in which 
several people in turn write down a 
few words. 

log-o-griph (lo'gagrif), n. an anagram 
or anagrammatic word-puzzle, some¬ 
times involving clues in verse, 

lo-gom-a-chy (logon-flake), n. 1. a dis¬ 
pute about words; a controversy 
turning on a verbal point. 2. a card 
game in which words are formed with 
letters shown singly on cards, 

log-o-pe-dics (logape'diks), n. the 
study and treatment of speech de¬ 
fects. Also log-o-pe'di-a. 

log-or-rhe-a (logare'a), n. 1. a medical 
condition in which speech is inco¬ 
herent. 2. (Informal) excessive talk¬ 

ing; prattle. 
lo-gos (lo'gos), n. 1. the word of God 
incarnate; Christ. 2. (in philosophy) 
the principles that govern the uni¬ 

verse. 
log-o-type (lo'gatlp), n. the trade¬ 
mark or emblem of a company. See 
also ideograph. 

log-roll (log'rbl), v. to bring about the 
passing of legislation by logrolling, 

log-roll-ing (log'roliNG), n. (in U.S. 
politics) the mutual patronage or 
support among politicians to achieve 
their (sometimes unprincipled) pur¬ 

poses. 
lon-ga-nim-i-ty (loNGganim'ite), n. 

long-suffering; endurance of hard¬ 

ship. 
longe (lunj), n. a long rope for leading 
and directing a horse during training 

or exercise. 
lon-ge-vous (lonje'vas), adj. long- 

lived. 
long-hair (loNG'her), n. an intellectu¬ 

al or person involved with the arts. 
—long'haired, adj. 

lon-gi-com (lon'jikorn), adj. with 

long antennae. 
long pig, pidgin for human flesh as a 

food for cannibals, 
long-some (loNG'sam), adj. tedious; 

so long as to cause boredom, 
lon-gueur (loNGgur'), n. a tedious 
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stretch, as of time or of a passage in a 

musical or literary work, 

long wave. 1. a radio wave more than 

60 meters long. See also short wave. 
2. See L wave. 

loo-by (loo'be), n. a silly, stupid fel¬ 

low. 

loo-fa, loo-fah (loo'fa), n. See luffa. 
loo-kum (loo'kam), n. a shelter or roof 

for some equipment, 

lop-er (lS'par), rt. one of two supports 

which comes forward to support a 

hinged leaf of a desk or table in hori¬ 

zontal position Also called draw 
runner, draw slip, 

loph-o-dont (lofbdont), adj. having 

transverse ridges on the crown of the 

molar teeth. 

lo-quac-i-ty (ldkwas'ite), n. talkative¬ 
ness. —lo-qua-cious (lokwa'sHas), 
adj. 

lord-ling (lord'liNG), n. a young or 
unimportant lord; insignificant per¬ 
son behaving in a lordly manner, 

lor-gnette (lornyet'), n. a pair of spec¬ 
tacles or opera glasses in a rigid frame 
with a handle. 

lor-gnon (16rny6N,)) n. a pair of 

glasses or spectacles, esp. in the form 

of a pince-nez. 

lo-ri-ca(15rI,ka),n.,p/. lo-ri-caejlori7- 
se). 1. the defensive covering of hard 

scales, plates, bone, etc., found on 

some species of animals. 2. body ar¬ 

mor consisting of a breastplate and 

backplate made of leather or metal; 

cuirass. —lor'i-cate, adj. 

lor-i-mer (lor'amar), n. a maker of 

metal parts for harnesses and riding 

equipment. 

loss leader, an item sold in a store at 

a loss to attract custom, 

lost-wax process, a technique for 

metal casting of sculpture in which a 

core of clay is covered with wax which 

in turn is enclosed by the mold made 

from the artist’s work; molten metal 

is then poured into a hole at the top 

and replaces the wax, which melts 

and runs out at the bottom. Also cire 
perdue. 

Lo-thar-i-o (ldt/jer^eo), n. a man who 

charms and deceives women; rake. 

lo-toph-a-gi (btofbjl), n. pi. lotus- 

eaters. 

lo-tus-eat-er (lS'tase'tor), n. 1. one of 

the Lotophagi, in ancient Greek leg¬ 

end a people found by Odysseus liv¬ 

ing in luxurious indolence and 

dreaminess because of eating the fruit 

of the lotus plant. 2. one who leads a 

life of dreamy indolence. 

Louis XIII, designating a style in fur¬ 

niture and architecture prevalent in 

early 17th-century France, charac¬ 

terized by the beginning of a return 

to classicism from Renaissance free¬ 

dom and inventiveness. Also Louis 
Treize (trez). 

Louis XIV, designating a style in fur¬ 

niture and architecture prevalent in 

late 17th-century France, character¬ 

ized by its classical features. Also 

Louis Qua-torze (k^t6rz,)• 
Louis XV, designating a style in fur¬ 

niture and architecture prevalent in 

early- and mid-18th century France, 

characterized by Rococo features. 

Also Louis Quinze (kanz). 

Louis XVI, designating a style in fur¬ 

niture and architecture prevalent in 

late 18th-century France, character¬ 

ized by classical models with Rococo 

embellishment. Also Louis Seize 
(sez). 

loupe (loop), n. a magnifying instru¬ 

ment made to fit in the eye socket, 

used by jewelers and watchmakers. 

loup-ga-rou (ldogaroo'), n.,pl. loups- 

ga-rous (loogaroo'), French, a were¬ 

wolf; lycanthrope. 

low-er (loubr), v. to frown; to look 

sullen; (of the sky, etc.) be darik and 

threatening. Also lour. —low^er-y, 
adj. 

lox1 (loks), n. smoked salmon. 

lox2 (loks), n. liquid oxygen. 

lox-o-dont (lok'sadont), adj. with 

only shallow depressions between 

the ridges of the molar teeth. 

lox-o-drome (lok'sadrom),«. (in map 

projection) a line that cuts all the 

meridians at a constant angle. Also 

called rhumb line. —lox-o-drom'ic. 
adj. 

lox-o-drom-ics (loksadrondiks), n. 
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navigational technique of following 

or being guided by loxodromes. 

LSD, lysergic acid diethylamide, a 

drug that produces temporary hallu¬ 

cinations. Also LSD-25. 

lu*au (locdou), n. a Hawaiian feast, 

usually with Hawaiian entertain¬ 

ment. 

lu'bri-cous (loo'brakas), adj. 1. (of a 
surface) slippery; smooth; oily. 2. 
lecherous; wanton. Also krbrrcious. 
(loobrisH^as). 

lu-bricd’ty (loobris'ite), n. 1. slip¬ 

periness; smoothness, as of a surface. 

2. lecherousness; salaciousness. 

lu-cent (loo'sont), adj. luminous; 

translucent. 

lu'cid (locdsid), adj. 1. clear; shining. 

2. clearly expressed and therefore 

easily understood. —lu'cidM-ty, n. 

lu'cif-er-ase (loosif'aras), n. an en¬ 

zyme in the luminous organs of fire¬ 

flies that causes the pigment in them 

to give off light. 

hrcif-er'in (loosif'arin), n. a pigment 

in the luminous organs of fireflies that 

gives off light when acted upon by 

luciferase. 
lu-cra-tive (loo'krotiv), ad], yielding 

profit; money-making, 

lucre (loo'kar), n. gain; money, 

hrcu’brate (loo'kyoobrat), v. to work 

or study at night. 
lu-cu-bra-tion (lbo'kybobra'sHan), 

n. 1. nocturnal study. 2. (usually pi.) 

literary work of a pedantic character, 
hrcudent (loo'kydolont), adj. clear; 

lucid; convincing. 
lu-es (loo'ez), n. syphilis. —lu-et-ic 

(looet'ik), adj. 

luf-fa (luf'o), n. the fibrous contents 

of the dried pod of a gourd-like plant, 

used as a hard sponge. Also loofa, 
loofah, vegetable sponge, 

lu-gu-bri-ous (loogoo'breas), adj. 

doleful; gloomy in manner, tone, etc., 

esp. in an exaggerated way. 

lum-ba-go (lumba'go), n. pain in the 

small of the back, often chronic, 

caused by muscle inflammation, 

lum-bar (lum/bar), adj. in or having 

to do with the loins, the area round the 

lumbar joints of the lower spine. 

lum-bo-sa-cral (lum'bosa'krol), adj. 

of or relating to the lower joints of the 

spine; of the lumbar and sacral area, 

lum-bri-cal (lum'brikal), n. any of 

the muscles of the hand and foot that 

flex the fingers and toes. Also lum* 
bri-cadis (lumbraka'lis). 

lum-bri-coid (lum'brakoid), adj. of 

or like an earthworm, 

lu-men (loo'man), n. the measure¬ 

ment of the rate of transmission of 

light energy, equivalent to the light 

energy radiated per second per unit 

solid angle by a point source of one- 

candle intensity. Abbrev.: lm. 

lu-men-hour (ldo'manour'), n. a 

measurement of light energy equal 

to that radiated in one hour by a 

source of one lumen power, 

lu-mrnes-cence (loomanes'ans), n. 

1. cold emission of light; light stimu¬ 

lated by any means other than heating 

by incandescence. 2. light so emitted. 

—lu-mi-nes'cent, adj. 

lu’mi’nif-er-ous (loomanif'aras), adj. 

producing or transmitting light, 

lu-mi-no-phore, lu-mi-no-phor 
(loo'manafor), n. a molecule or mo¬ 

lecular group that radiates light when 

illuminated. 
lum-pen (lum'pan), adj. relating to 
people deprived of their rights and 
homes or degraded in status, 

lu-nate (loo'nat), adj. crescent¬ 
shaped. Also lu'nat-ed. 

lu-na-tion (loona^SHan), n. the time 
between one new moon and the next, 

lune (loon), n. anything crescent¬ 
shaped or half-moon-shaped, 

lunes (loonz), n. pi. attacks of lunacy, 
lu-nette (loonet'), n. a crescent¬ 
shaped or semicircular object, 

lun-gi, lun-gee, lun-gyi (looNG'ge), 
n. (in India) a length of cloth used as 
a loincloth, turban, or scarf. 

hrni'SO-lar (loo'nisoHar), adj. con¬ 
cerning the mutual relations or joint 

action of the moon and sun. 
lunitidal (loo'nitl'dl), adj. relating 
to tidal movement governed by the 

moon. 
lu-nu-la (loo'nyala), n., pi. hrnu-lae 
(loo'nyale). a narrow crescent- 
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shaped area, object, etc., as the white 
area at the bottom of a fingernail. 
Also lu'nule. —lu'nu-lar, adj. 

lu-pine (loo'pin), adj. relating to or 
resembling a wolf; savage; predatory, 

lus-trate (lus'trat), v. to purify by per¬ 
forming some ritual to make amends 
for a wrong, as a sacrifice or ceremo¬ 
nial washing. —lus-tra'tion, n. 

lus-trum (lus'tram), n. 1. a period of 
five years. 2. (in ancient Rome) a 
purification ceremony, held every 
five years. —lus'tral, adj. 

lu-sus na-tu-rae (loo'sas notoor'e), a 
freak of nature, as a deformed creature 
or object. 

lu-tan-ist (loo'tanist), n. one who 
plays the lute. 

lu-te-ous (loo'teas), adj. of a greenish 
yellow color. 

Lu-tine bell (loo'ten), the bell sal¬ 
vaged from H.M.S. Lutine, a wrecked 
British warship, now hanging in 
Lloyd’s insurance office in London, 
England, and rung at announce¬ 
ments of ships missing or sunk, 

lu-ting (loo'tiNG), n. a general term 
for several malleable substances used 
for joining, sealing, or waterproofing 
objects. 

lux (luks), n., pi. lu-ces (loo'sez). a 
unit for measuring the degree of il¬ 
lumination, equal to the illumination 
produced on one square meter by one 
lumen at a perpendicular distance of 
one meter. 

lux’ate (luk'sat), v. (of a joint) to dis¬ 
locate. 

lux-u-ri-ant(lugzHdor'eant),afi(7. pro¬ 
fuse; abundant; as of plant growth. 
—lux-u'ri-ance, n. 

lux-u-ri-ate (lugZHoor'eat), v. to take 
one’s ease in luxury; to abandon one¬ 
self to enjoyment. 

lux-u-ri-ous (lugZHoor'eas), adj. con¬ 
tributing to or full of luxury. 

L wave, a shock wave radiating from 
an earthquake, usually the third ma¬ 
jor wave. Also long wave. See also 
P wave, S wave. 

lycan-thrope (ll'kant/nop), n. 1. a 
person suffering from the form of in¬ 
sanity known as lycanthropy. 2. a 

werewolf; a person in folklore who 
changes into a wolf, 

ly-can-thro-py (llkan't/zrape), n. 1. a 
form of insanity in which a person 
imagines himself to be and behaves 
like a wolf or some other wild beast. 
2. (in folklore) the taking on by a man 
of the form and nature of a wolf, 

lycee (lesa'), n. a state secondary 
school in France. 

Lyd-i-an (lid'ean), adj. (of music) 
softly and voluptuously sweet, 

lymph (limf), n. a colorless fluid 
drained from the intercellular spaces 
in body tissue by lymphatic vessels 
that return it to the blood, 

lym-phad-e-ni-tis (limfad 'anl'tis), 
n. inflammation of lymph glands, ow¬ 
ing to an infection spreading along 
the lymphatics from the body tissue. 
— lym-phad-e-nit'ic, adj. 

lym phad e no ma (limfad'and'- 
ma), n., pi. lym -phad-e -no-mas, lym• 

phad-e-no-ma-ta (limfad 'ano'mata). 
a swollen lymph gland, 

lym-phan-gho-ma (limfan (jeo'ma), 
n.,pl. lym-phan-gi-o-mas, lym-phan• 

gi-o-ma-ta (limfan'jeo'mata). be¬ 
nign growth of new and enlarged 
lymphatic vessels. 

lym-phan-gi-tis (lim'fanjl'tis), pi. 

lym-phan-git-i-des (lim'fanjit'idez). 
inflammation of a lymphatic vessel, 

lym-phat-ic (limfat'ik), adj. 1. of, se¬ 
creting, or carrying lymph. 2. pale; 
flabby; sluggish; formerly used of 
persons thought to have an excess of 
lymph. 

lymph gland, one of the many small 
masses of tissue in the lymphatic ves¬ 
sels which filter out from the lymph 
substances and produce lymphocy¬ 
tes. Also lymphatic gland, lymph 
node. 

lym-pho-blast (linrflfablast), n. an im¬ 
mature white blood cell, 

lym-pho-cyte (lim'faslt), n. a kind of 
white blood cell formed in the lymph 
glands. 

lym-pho-cy-to-sis (lim'fasltd'sis), 
n. a condition in which the blood con¬ 
tains an abnormally large number of 
lymphocytes. 
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lym-pho-gran-u-lo-ma(lim,fagran '- 

yalb'mo), n., pi. lym-pho-gran-u-lo- 
mas, lym'pho-gran-u-lo-ma-ta 
(lim'fggran'yalo'mata). one of sev¬ 
eral disorders distinguished by the 
formation on the lymph glands of 
grain-like prominences that develop 
into broken tissue and ulceration, 

lymrphoid (lim'foid), adj. resembling 

lymph. 
lym-pho-ma (limfo'ma), n. a tumor 
arising from a cell in a lymph gland, 

lym-pho-pe-ni-a (lim'fope'nea), n. a 
condition in which the blood con¬ 
tains an abnormally low number of 

lymphocytes. 
lynrce-an (linse'an), adj. lynx-like, 

esp. lynx-eyed, keen-sighted, 
lyon'liaise (llonaz'), adj. (of any dish, 

esp. potatoes) cooked with pieces of 

onion. 

lyrate (IT'rat), adj. lyre-shaped. 
lyse (11s), v. to undergo or carry out 
lysis; to treat with lysins. 

lyser-gic ac-id di-eth-yl-am-ide 
(lisur'jik as'id dlef/t'alamTd). See 
LSD. 

lysin (ll'sin), n. an antibody causing 
the disintegration of bacterial or 
other cells. 

lysis (IPsis), n. 1. disintegration of 
bacterial or other cells as a result of 
the presence of the antibody lysin. 2. 
the gradual decline of a fever or other 
illness. 

ly-so-zyme (ll'sozlm), n. an enzyme 
that destroys bacteria and thus serves 
as an antiseptic, occurring in tears, 
mucus, white blood cells, egg white, 
and some plants. 

lys-so-pho-bra (lisgfo'beo), n. a mor¬ 
bid dread of going insane. 
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mac-a-ron-ic (makaron'ik), adj. (of 
comic verse) written in Latin mixed 
with vernacular words given Latin 
endings. 

mace'doine (masidwan,)> n. mixed 

fruit or vegetables, often diced, 
mac-er-ate (mas'arat), v. to make or 
become soft by soaking, 

ma-chic-o-late (macHik'olat), v. (in 
a castle or stronghold) to furnish 
openings in the floor of a gallery or 
chamber over an entry or passage so 
that stones or boiling liquid could be 
dropped on attackers. —ma-chic'o- 
lat-ed, adj. —ma-chico-la'tion, n. 

mach-rnate (mak'snat), v. to con¬ 
trive artfully; to plot; to intrigue. 
—mach-i-na'tion, n. 

Mach number (mak), a number indi¬ 
cating the ratio of the velocity of a 
body to the local speed of sound, thus 
where a speed of sound is 750 m.p.h. 
and an aircraft travels at 1500 m.p.h. 
the aircraft’s Mach number is 2. Also 
Mach. 

mack-le (mak'al), n. a blur in print¬ 
ing. Also mac'ule. 

mac-ra-me (mak'rama), n. a cotton 
fringe knotted to form patterns and 
used as a trimming, 

mac-ro-car-pous (mak 'rbkar'pas), 
adj. producing large fruit, 

mac-ro-cli-mate (mak'rakll'mit), n. 

the climate of a large area, as of a 
country. See also microclimate. 

mac-ro’di-ma-tol-o-gy (mak 'rokll7- 
matol'aje), n. the study of the climate 
of a large area. See also microclima¬ 
tology. 

mac-ro’Cosm (mak'rskozm), n. the 
whole world; the universe regarded 
as a whole. See also microcosm, 

mac-rccyst (mak'rasist), n. a large 
cyst. 

mac ro cyte (mak'raslt), n. a red 
blood cell of abnormal size. See also 
microcyte. 

mac ro'dont (mak'radont), adj. with 
teeth of abnormal largeness or length. 
See also microdont. 

mac-ro’don-tia (makradon'sHo), n. a 
condition in which the teeth are of 
abnormal largeness or length. Also 
megadontia. See also microdontia, 

mac-ro’graph (mak'ragraf), n. a rep¬ 
resentation of an object, as a photo¬ 
graph or drawing, that is life size or 

larger. See also micrograph, 
ma-crog-ra-phy (makrog'rafe), n. 

examination or study of an object 
with the naked eye. See also microg¬ 
raphy. 

ma-cro-mi-cle-us (makranoo'kleas), 
n. See micronucleus, 

ma-cro-phage (mak'rafaj), n. See 
histiocyte. 

mac-ro-phyl-lous (makrofil'as), adj. 

large-leaved. 

mac-ro-phys-ics (makrafiz'iks), n. 

the science of the physical properties 
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of objects sufficiently large to be ob¬ 
served and dealt with directly, 

ma-crop-si-a (makrop'sea), n. a con¬ 
dition of the eye which causes objects 
to be seen larger than life size. Also 
megalopsia. —mac-rop'tic, adj. 

mac -rop -ter -ous (mak rop1 taras), adj. 

having large wings or fins. —mac 
rop'ter-y, n. 

mac-ro-scop-ic (makraskop'ik), adj. 

visible to the naked eye. 
mac-ro-sto-mi-a (makrasto'mea), n. 

the condition of having an abnormal 
extension of one or both corners of 
the mouth. 

mac-ro-struc-ture (mak'rostruk 
CHar), n. the general arrangement or 
pattern of crystals in a metal or alloy 
as visible in low magnification or to 
the naked eye after deep etching of 
the metal. 

ma cru-ran (makrdor'an), adj. of or 
relating to the suborder comprising 
lobsters, crayfishes, shrimps, and 

prawns. 
ma-cru rous (makroor'as), adj. long¬ 

tailed. 
mac-u-la (mak'yala), n., pi. mac-u- 

lae (mak'yale). a spot or blemish, as 
on the sun, moon, skin, etc. 

mac-u-late (mak'yalat), v. 1. to mark 
with spots; to sully. —adj. 2. spotted; 
stained; sullied. —mac-u-la'tion, n. 

mac-ulefmak'yoolXw. l.Seemackle. 

2. a macula. 
mad-ri-lene (mad'ralen), n. tomato- 
flavored consomme, served jellied 

and chilled, or hot and liquid, 
mael-strom (mal'stram), n. a large 

whirlpool. 
mae nad, me nad (me'nad), n. a 

frenzied or shrewish woman. 
Ma-gi (ma'jij, n. pi., sing. Ma-gus 

(ma'gas). the three wise men who 
came bearing gifts for the baby Jesus. 

Matt. 2:1-12. 
mag-is-te-ri-al (majister'eal), adj. of 

or like a master; imperious, 
mag is tral (maj'istral), adj. (of a 
medical preparation) specially made 

up. See also officinal, 
mag-ma (mag'ma), n., pi. mag-mas, 
mag-ma-ta (mag^mata). a soft, paste- 

magnum 

like mixture of mineral or organic 
dust. 

mag-na cum lau-de (mag'na koom 
lou'da), Latin, with great praise; the 
next-to-highest of three special 
grades of honor for above average re¬ 
sults in a diploma examination. See 
also cum laude, summa cum laude. 

mag-nan-i-mous (magnan'amas), 
adj. generous or forgiving in spirit; 
above petty spite. — mag-na-nim-i- 
ty (magnanim'ite), n. 

mag-ne-to (magne'to), n. a small elec¬ 
tric generator using permanent mag¬ 
nets. 

mag-ne-to-chem-is-try (magne'to- 
kem^istre), n. the branch of science 
dealing with the relation to each other 
of magnetic and chemical phenom¬ 
ena. 

mag-ne-to-e-lec-tric-i-ty (magne'- 
toilektris'ite), n. electricity generated 
by means of permanent magnets and 
electric conductors. —mag-ne-to-e- 
lee'trie, adj. 

mag-ne-to-hy-dro-dy-nam-ic 
(magne'tohT'drodlnam'ik), adj. re¬ 
lating to the phenomena occurring 
when a fluid electric conductor passes 
through a magnetic field, 

mag-ne-to-hy-dro-dy-nam-ics 
(magne'thhl'drodlnam'iks), n. the 

branch of physics concerned with 
magnetohydrodynamic phenomena. 

Also hydromagnetics, 
mag -ne -tom-e • ter (mag'nitom' itar), 

n. instrument for measuring magnet¬ 
ic force, esp. the earth’s magnetism, 

mag-ne-to-mo-tive (magnehomfi'- 
tiv), adj. producing magnetism, 

mag-ne-to-op-tics (magne'toop'- 
tiks), n. the study of the effect of mag¬ 
netism on light. —mag-ne-to-op'tic, 

adj. 
mag-ne-to-ther-mo-e-lec-tric-i-ty 
(magne'totfzur'moilektris'ite), n. 

the production of or effect made on 
thermoelectricity by a magnetic field, 

mag-nil-o-quent (magnil'akwant), 

adj. grandiose in speech; boastful, 
mag-num (mag'nam), n. a large bot¬ 

tle of wine, etc., containing about 50 

ounces. 
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mag'num o-pus (mag'nam o'pos), n. 

a great work; the greatest work of a 
writer, composer, or artist, 

ma-hat-ma (mohat'mo), n. (among 
the Buddhists of India and Tibet) one 
of a class of persons of extraordinary 
wisdom and virtue. 

Ma-ha-ya-na (mahoya'no), n. one of 
the two divergent schools of Bud¬ 
dhism; Northern Buddhism, the 
form practised in China, Tibet, Ko¬ 
rea and Japan, which stresses the hope 
of personal salvation, the duty to save 
others, and the power of prayer. See 
also Bodhisattva, Hinayana. 

mahl-stick (mal'stik), n. a long thin 
stick with a padded ball at one end 
held in one hand by a painter as a sup¬ 
port for the hand with the brush. Also 
maulstick. 

ma-hout (mahout'), n. an elephant- 
driver. 

mai-gre (ma'gor), adj. without any 
meat or meat juices in it, as food al¬ 
lowed on days of religious abstinence 
in Roman Catholic church, 

mail'lot (mayo'), n. 1. a one-piece 
bathing suit. 2. a close-fitting shirt of 
knitted fabric. 

main-line (manMin), v. (in slang us¬ 
age) to inject a narcotic drug directly 
into a vein. 

mai-son-ette (mazonet'), n. part of a 
house let or used separately, with 
rooms on more than one floor, 

ma-jol-i-ca (majol'aka), n. Italian 
earthenware with a white enamel 
glaze decorated with metallic colors, 

ma-jus-cule (mojus'kyool), adj. (of 
alphabetic letters) capital, large, or 
uncial. See also minuscule, 

ma-la-ceous (mola'sHos), adj. of or 
relating to the family of plants includ¬ 
ing the apple, pear, hawthorn, med¬ 
lar, quince, etc. 

mal-a-chite (maBaklt), n. a dense, 
bright-green mineral which is 
brought to a high polish and used in 
decorative articles. 

ma-la-cia (mola'sHo), n. 1. softening 
of an organ or tissue. 2. abnormal 
craving for spiced food. —ma'la- 
coid, mal-a-cot'ic, adj. 
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mal-a-col-o-gy (malakoBaje), n. the 
scientific study of mollusks. 

mal-a-coph-i-lous (malakof'alas), 
adj. (of a flower) pollinated by snails, 

mal-a-cos-tra-can (malakos'trakan), 
adj. of or relating to the subclass that 
includes lobsters, shrimps, crabs, etc. 

mal-a-droit (maladroit'), adj. clum¬ 
sy; awkward; tactless, 

ma-laise (malaz'), n. a general feeling 
of physical discomfort or uneasiness, 

mal-a-prop-ism (mal'apropizm), n. 

an instance or the habit of confusing 
similar-sounding words with ludi¬ 
crous results, as illiterate him from 

your memory. 

mal-ap-ro-pos (mal'aprapo'), adj. in¬ 
appropriate; untimely, 

ma-lar (ma'lar), adj. relating to the 
cheek bone. 

mal-a-thi-on (malatfrl'on), n. an in¬ 
secticide used as a substitute for 
DDT. See also rotenone. 

mal-e-dict (mal'idikt), adj. accursed. 
—mal-e-dic'tion, n. 

mal-e-faction (malafak'sHan), n. an 
instance of evil-doing; a crime. 

mal*e-fac-tor (mal'ofaktor), n. acrim- 
inal; an evil-doer. Also (of a woman) 
mal'e-fac-tress. 

ma-lef-ic (molef'ik), adj. of evil effect; 
malign, as a malefic spirit possessed 

him. 

ma-lef-i-cence (malef'isons), n. the 
doing of evil; harmful character, 

ma-lef-i-cent (molef'isont), adj. 

harmful; evil. 

ma-lev-o-lence (molev'olons), n. the 
wishing of ill to others; malice. —ma- 
lev'o-lent, adj. 

mal-fea-sance (malfe'zons), n. offi¬ 
cial misconduct; breach of law or 
public trust by a public official in the 
course of his duties. See also mis¬ 
feasance, nonfeasance, 

mal-ic (mal'ik), adj. of or from apples, 
ma-lign (molin'), v. 1. to speak ill of; 

to slander. —adj. 2. causing evil; 
malignant. 

ma-lig-nant (molig'nont), adj. 1. feel¬ 
ing or showing intense ill-will; dan¬ 
gerous in effect. 2. deadly; of a form 
which tends to cause death, esp. of 
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an illness or a tumor. —ma-lig-ni-ty 
(malig'nite), n. 

ma-lin-ger (moliNG'gar), v. to pre¬ 
tend to be ill so as to escape duty or 
work. 

mal-le-a-ble (maPeobal), adj. that can 
be hammered or rolled into another 
shape without breaking, esp. metal, 

mal'le-ate (maPeat), v. to hammer 
into shape, as in metalworking, 

mal-le-o-lus (maleGlos), «., pi. mal- 
le-O'li (maleGlI). the hammer-head 
shaped bone of the ankle. —mal-le' 
o-lar, adj. 

malm-sey (mam'ze), n. a strong 
sweet wine formerly made in Greece 
but now also in Spain, Madeira, and 
the Azores. 

mal-occhrsion (mabkloo'zHan), n. 

imperfect meeting of opposing teeth 
in upper and lower jaws, 

mal-prac-tice (malprak'tis), n. im¬ 
proper, corrupt, illegal, or incompe¬ 
tent performance of duty by a profes¬ 
sional person. 

mal-ver-sa-tion (malversa'sHan), n. 

corruption in handling public funds 
or in performing public office, 

mam-mec to my (momek'tome), n. 

See mastectomy. 
man-a-kin (manGkin), n. 1. any one 
of the small, songless, brightly-col¬ 
ored passerine birds native to Central 
and S. America. 2. manikin, 

man-ci-ple (manGapal), n. official 
who purchases provisions for a col¬ 
lege, monastery, etc. 

man'date (man'dat), n. 1. an order or 
command, esp. one given by an elec¬ 
torate exhorting a representative to 

act: on a certain issue. —v. 2. to give 
an order or command, 

man'di'ble (man'dobal), n. the lower 

jawbone. —man'dib'U'lar (man- 
ditPyalor), adj. —man'dib'U'late 

(mandib'yalit), adj. 

ma-nege (manezH'), n- 1- the art of 
training horses; horsemanship. 2. the 
movement of a trained horse, 

ma-nes (maffiez), n. the ghost or spirit 

of a dead person. 
ma-net (ma'net), v., pi. ma-nent. he 

or she remains (a stage direction in¬ 

dicating that the character named 
should remain on stage while others 
leave). 

man-ic-de'pres'sive (man'ikdi- 
pres'iv), adj. suffering from a psycho¬ 
sis in which periods of great excite¬ 
ment, perhaps with violence and de¬ 
lusions, alternate with periods of 
acute depression. 

ma-ni'Cot'ti (manakotG), n. an Ital¬ 
ian dish of short tubes of pasta stuffed 
with cheese and cooked in a tomato 
sauce. 

man-i-fest (manifest), adj. 1. clearly 
apparent to the eye or the mind. —v. 

2. to show plainly. —n. 3. a list of 
cargo carried, by land, on ship, or by 
plane, to be shown to customs offi¬ 
cials or other authority at destination. 

man-i-form (manGform), adj. hand¬ 
shaped. 

man'i'kin, man-ni-kin (manGkin), 
n. 1. a dwarf; small person. 2. a man¬ 
nequin. 3. a model of the human body 
used in the teaching of various bran¬ 
ches of medicine. Also manakin. 

ma-nism (maffiizm), n. ancestor- 
worship; attempted communication 
with the spirits of ancestors. 

man-ne-quin (manGkin), n. 1. a per¬ 
son who wears clothes to display 
them to potential buyers. 2. a model 
of a man or woman for displaying 
clothing, as in shop windows. 3. a 
wooden or stuffed model, often ad¬ 
justable in size, of the human trunk 
used by dressmakers and tailors for 

fitting clothes. 
man-ni'kin(manGkin),M. 1. manikin. 

2. any of several finches native to 
Asia, Australia, and the Pacific is¬ 
lands but often kept as pets else¬ 

where. 
mamom-e-ter (manom'itar), n. an 
instrument for measuring the pres¬ 
sure of gases and vapors; a U-shaped 
tube containing liquid and with one 
arm a vacuum or open to the air, so 
that a gas or vapor in the other arm 
forces the liquid to move up this arm 
giving a pressure reading on a scale 

marked on the glass. 
mairque (maNka,)1 adj. French, that 
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might have been; failed; unfulfilled, 
man-sard (man'sard), n. a roof in 
which each side has two slopes, the 
lower much steeper than the upper 
and usually with projecting windows 
in it. 

manse (mans), n. the residence of a 
minister of religion, 

man-sue-tude (man'switood), n. 

gentleness; meekness, as to exhibit 

mansuetude to the aged. 

man-tic (man'tik), adj. relating to or 
with the power of foretelling the fu¬ 
ture by supernatural means, 

ma-nu-bi-al column (manoo'beal), 
a triumphal or memorial column, 
originally one displaying spoils taken 
from the enemy. 

manubrium (manoo'bream), «., 
pi. ma-nu-bri-a (manoo'brea), ma- 
nu-bri-ums. an anatomical feature, 
as a bone, cell, segment, that resem¬ 
bles a handle. 

man-u-mit (manyamit,)> v. to give 
freedom to; set free, of a slave. 
— man-u-mis-sion (manyamisH'- 
an), n. 

ma-quette (makeC), n. a small pre¬ 
liminary model or three-dimensional 
study for a sculpture or an architec¬ 
tural work. 

ma-ras-mus (maraz'mas), n. a wast¬ 
ing away of the body from unknown 
cause, mainly in infants, 

marc (mark), n. the residue after the 
juice has been pressed from grapes, 

mar-ces-cent (marses'ant), adj. in 
the process of withering, as a leaf, 

march-pane (marcH'pan), n. marzi¬ 
pan. 

ma-re (mar'a), n., pi. ma-ri-a (mar'- 
ea). any one of the large, compara¬ 
tively flat areas on the moon, seen as 
dark patches from earth and formerly 
believed to be seas, 

ma-re li-be-rum (mer'e lib'aram), 
Latin, a sea open to all nations, 

ma-rem-ma (marem'a), «., pi. ma- 
rem-me (marem'e). 1. a marshland 
near the coast, esp. in Italy. 2. the foul 
gases given off by such land, 

ma-re nos-trum (ma're nos'trbom), 
Latin, our sea, esp. the Mediterran¬ 

ean as referred to by the ancient Ro¬ 
mans. 

mare’s-nest (merz'nest), n. 1. some¬ 
thing thought to be a discovery but 
actually a delusion or a hoax. 2. an 
extreme muddle. 

mar-ga-ri-ta-ceous (mar'garita'- 
SHas), adj. like mother-of-pearl; 
pearly. 

mar-i-gram (mar'agram), n. a record 
made by a marigraph. 

mar-i-graph (mar'agraf), n. an auto¬ 
matic device for registering the rise 
and fall of the tide. Also mar-e-o- 
graph (mar'eagraf). 

ma-ri-jua-na (marawa'na), n. Indian 
hemp; the dried leaves of Indian 
hemp smoked as a narcotic, 

mar-i-nade (maranad'), n. a liquid, 
usually wine or vinegar, containing 
herbs, spices, and seasonings, in 
which meat or fish is soaked before 
being cooked. 

ma-ri-na-ralmaranar'a),??. l.ahighly 
seasoned Italian tomato sauce. —adj. 

2. served with marinara. 
mar-i-nate (mar'anat), v. to soak in a 
marinade. 

marl (marl), n. a crumbly rock of mud 
and lime used in broken or powdered 
form as a soil conditioner on ground 
deficient in lime. 

mar-mite (mar'mlt), n. a deep, lidded 
cooking pot of metal or earthenware, 
sometimes with legs, 

mar mo re al (marmor'eal), adj. of 
or resembling marble, 

ma-rou-flage (mar'aflaZH), n. a meth¬ 
od of sticking canvas to a surface, 

mar-plot (mar'plot), n. one who 
spoils a scheme or plan, 

mar-que-try (mar'kitre), n. decora¬ 
tion of a flat surface, esp. of furniture, 
by covering it with glued-on, thin, 
shaped pieces of colored woods, 
ivory, etc. 

Mar-ra-no (mara'no), n., pi. Mar-ra- 
nos. a Spanish or Portuguese Jew 
who, in the late Middle Ages, was or 
pretended to be converted to Chris¬ 
tianity, esp. by threats, 

mar-ron (mar'an), n. a sweet chest¬ 
nut, esp. in syrup. 
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mar rons gla-ces (maron' glasa'), 
candied chestnuts. 

marsh gas, an inflammable gas, 
mainly of methane, formed by decay¬ 
ing vegetable matter, as in marshes 
and coalmines. 

mar-su-pi-al (marsoo'peal), n. any 
animal of the order comprised of 
mammals that are very immature at 
birth and are carried and suckled in 
the mother’s marsupium or pouch 
until able to fend for themselves, as 
kangaroos, opossums, etc. 

mar-su-pi-urn (marsob'peam), n., pi. 

mar-su-pi-a (marsbo'pea). the pouch 
on the abdomen of a female marsu¬ 
pial. 

mart (mart), n. marketplace; auction 
room; trade center, 

mar-ti-net (martanet'), n. a strict dis¬ 
ciplinarian, esp. a military man. 

Marx-ism (mark'sizm), n. the politi¬ 
cal philosophy of Karl Marx, set out 
in Das Kapital, that capitalism takes 
all the benefits of progress to itself, 
leaving the workers in increasing de¬ 
pendency and that it should be de¬ 
stroyed by a class war that would put 
all the property and the means of 
production in the hands of the com¬ 
munity. —Marx'ist, n., adj. 

ma-ser (ma'zar), n. abbrev. of micro- 
wave amplification by stimulated 
emission of radiation; a device used 
to provide a high, selective amplifica¬ 
tion of a particular microwave fre¬ 

quency. See also laser, 
mas-och-ism (mas'akizm), n. a con¬ 

dition in which sexual or other grati¬ 
fication depends on suffering physical 
pain and humiliation. See also sad¬ 
ism. —mas-o-chis'tic, adj. 

mas-sif (mas'if), n. 1. a compact 
plateau-like mass of several moun¬ 
tains. 2. a large upstanding block of 
old rock which has resisted erosion, 

mast (mast), n. fruit of forest trees 
such as oak and beech, used as food 

for animals, esp. pigs, 
mas-tec-to-my (mastek'tame), n. a 

surgical operation to remove a breast. 

Also mammectomy. 
mast-head (mast'hed), n. the name 

of a publication, its owners, its ad¬ 
dress, and sometimes its staff, which 
appear in every issue of a newspaper, 
magazine, or periodical, usually on 
the editorial page. Also flag, 

mas-ti-cate (mas'takat), v. to chew; 
to grind to a pulp. —mas'ti-ca-to-ry, 
adj., n. 

mas - to -car -ci -no -ma (mas' tbkar 'sa- 
nb'n\3),n.,pl. mas-to-car-ci-no-mas, 
mas-to-car-ci-no-ma-ta (mas'tS- 
kar'sano'mata). cancer of the breast, 

mas-to-don (mas'tadon), n. 1. an ex¬ 
tinct genus of large elephant-like 
mammals with nipple-shaped pro¬ 
jections on the crowns of molar teeth, 
living in the Oligocene and Pliocene 
epochs. 2. a person of great size, sta¬ 
ture, influence, etc. 

mas-toid (mas'toid), adj. 1. breast¬ 
shaped or nipple-shaped. 2. relating 
to the nipple-like prominence of the 
temporal bone behind the ear, which 
contains air spaces connecting with 

the ear. 
mas-toid-ec-to-my (1x13510^6^- 

tame), n. surgical removal of part of 
a mastoid, as to drain an infection in 
one of its air spaces, 

mas-toid-i-tis (mastoidl'tis), n. in¬ 

flammation of the mastoid, 
ma-ta-dor (matador), n. the bull¬ 
fighter of the final stage of a bullfight, 

who kills the bull. 
mat-e-las-se (mat'alasa), n. a heavy 

embossed fabric. 
ma-te-ri-el (mater'eel'), n. the stock 

of materials and equipment used in 
an undertaking, as arms, ammuni¬ 
tion, etc., in a military operation, 

ma-tri-arch (ma'treark), n. a woman 
head of a family or tribe. See also 
patriarch. —ma-tri-ar'chal, ma- 

tri-ar'chic, adj. 

ma-tri-ar-chate (ma'trear'kit), n. a 

matriarchal society, 
ma-tri-ar-chy (ma'trear'ke), n. a 

form of social order in which the 
mother is head of the family and des¬ 
cent and relationship are through the 

female line. 
mat-ri-cide (ma'trisld), n. the killing 

of one’s own mother. 
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ma-trie-u-late (matrik'yalat), v. to 
admit to membership and privileges 
of a college, university, etc., by en¬ 
rolling. —ma-tric'u-lant, n. —ma- 
tric-u-la'tion, n. 

mat-ri-lat-er-al (matralat'aral), adj. 
of a relative on the mother’s side of a 
family. See also patrilateral. 

mat-ri-lin-e-age (matralin'eij), n. 
descent through the female line, 

mat-ri-lin-e-al (matralin'eal), adj. of 
descent, relationship, or inheritance 
through the female line, 

mat-ri-lin-y (ma'tralin 'e), n. the trac¬ 
ing of descent through the female 
line. 

mat-ri-lo-cal (ma'tralokal), adj. of or 
relating to living with the wife’s fam¬ 
ily or tribe. See also patrilocal. 

mat-ri-po-tes-tal (ma'trepotes'tl), 
adj. of or relating to authority wielded 
by a mother or a mother’s side of a 
family. 

ma-trix (ma'triks), n., pi. ma-tri-ces 
(ma'trisez). the cavity, die, or mould 
in which anything is cast, formed, or 
developed. 

mat-tock (maEak), n. a farming tool 
consisting of a long handle with a 
metal head having a pick on one side 
and a hoe-like blade on the other, 

ma-tu-ti-nal (matocEtnl), adj. of or in 
the morning, esp. early morning, 

maul-stick (moEstik), n. mahlstick. 
maunder (mon'dar), v. to talk or 
walk in a rambling, confused manner, 

maun-dy (mon'de), n. 1. the cere¬ 
mony of washing the feet of the poor 
by an eminent person on the Thurs¬ 
day before Easter, in commemora¬ 
tion of Jesus’ washing of his disciples’ 
feet, frequently followed by alms¬ 
giving. 2. Also maundy money, the 
alms given at a maundy ceremony, 

mawk-ish (mo'kisH), adj. of sickly 
flavor or sentimentality. 

max-il-la(maksiEa), n.,pl. max-il-lae 
(maksiEe). the upper jawbone of ver¬ 
tebrates. — max'il-la-ry, adj. 

max im (mak'sim), n. a general truth, 
esp. neatly phrased; a rule of conduct, 

max-i-min (mak'samin), n. a strategy 
used in games to increase to the ut¬ 

most a player’s possible gain. See also 
minimax. 

maz-a-rine (mazaren'), n. a silver 
strainer fitting over a plate, used to 
strain liquid or juices from meats and 
fish. 

ma-zel tov, ma-zal tov (ma'zel tov), 
a Hebrew expression of good wishes, 

me-a cul-pa (me'a kooEpa), Latin. 
by my own fault; my fault, 

mead (med), n. an alcoholic liquor 
made from fermented honey and 
water. 

mech-an-ism (mek'anizm), n. (in 
philosophy and biology) a process of 
nature explained or regarded as being 
explicable as a product of mechanical 
forces. See also dynamism, vital¬ 
ism. — mech-a-nis-tic (mek^nis,- 
tik), adj. 

me-cism (me'sizm), n. the abnormal 
length of a part or parts of the body, 

me-com-e-ter (makonEitar), n. an in¬ 
strument for measuring length, esp. 
a graduated instrument similar to a 
caliper, for measuring the length of 
newborn infants. 

me-co-ni-um (mako'neam), n. the 
contents of the intestine of a newborn 
mammal evacuated as the first excre¬ 
ment, composed mainly of bile, mu¬ 
cus, and swallowed amniotic fluid, 

me-dail-lon (madayon'), n. French, a 
portion of food, esp. meat, served as 
a small round thick slice, 

me-dic-a-ment (madik'amant), n. a 
substance used to heal or to alleviate 
discomfort; a medicine, 

med-i-co-chi-rur-gi-cal (med'- 
akoklrur'jikal), adj. of or relating to 
medicine and surgery jointly, 

me-di-us (me'deas), «., pi. me-di-i 
(me'del). the middle finger, 

me-du sa (madoo'sa), «., pi. medu¬ 
sas, me-du-sae (madoo'se), a jelly¬ 
fish. — me-du'san, adj. 

meet (met), adj. appropriate; fitting; 
suitable. —meet'ly, adv. 

meg-a-cit-y (meg'asite), n. a city with 
a population of 1,000,000 or more, 

meg-a-cy-cle (meg'aslkal), n. former 
name for megahertz. Abbrev.: me, 
MC. 
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meg-a-don-tia (megadon'sHo), n. See 

macrodontia. 
meg-a-hertz (megbhurts), n. a unit 

equal to 1,000,000 cycles per second, 

used in measuring the frequency of 

electromagnetic waves. Abbrev. :Mh. 
Also, formerly, megacycle, 

meg-a-joule (megbjoul), n. a unit 

equal to 1,000,000 joules, used in 

measuring work or energy. Abbrev.: 

MJ. 
meg-a-lith (megblit/z), n. a very large 

stone used in buildings or as a monu¬ 

ment in prehistoric or ancient per¬ 

iods. 

meg-a-lo-car-di-a (meg'albkar'dea), 

n. abnormal enlargement of the heart 

due to the addition of new tissue, 

meg-a-lo-ma-ni-a (megbldma'nea), 

n. a mental illness characterized by 

delusions of grandeur. —meg-ado- 

ma'ni-ac, n. 
meg-a-lop-o-lis (megalopolis), n. a 

very large city or several cities which 

merge together to form an extensive 

urban area. —meg-a-lo-pol'i-tan, 

ad)., n. 
meg-a-lop-si-a (megalop'sea), n. See 

macropsia. 
meg a-me ter (megOmetar), n. a 

metric unit of measurement equal to 

1,000,000 meters. Abbrev.: Mm. 
meg-a-pod (meg'apod), adj. with 

large feet. 

meg-a-therm (meg'at/mrm), n. a 

plant which needs a high tempera¬ 

ture and plenty of moisture constant¬ 

ly to make growth, 

meg-a-ton (meg'atun), n. a measure¬ 

ment of explosive force equal to that 

of 1,000,000 tons of TNT. Abbrev.: 

MT. 
meg-a-volt (meg'avolt), n. a unit for 

measuring electromotive force, equal 

to 1,000,000 volts. Abbrev. :MV,Mv. 
meg-a-volt-am-pere (meg'avolt- 

am'per), n. a unit of measurement of 

electric current equal to 1,000,000 

volt-amperes. Abbrev. : MVA, Mva. 

meg-a-watt (meg'awot), n. a unit of 

measurement of electric power equal 

to 1,000,000 watts. Abbrev.: Mw. 
meg-a-watt-hour (meg'awotour'), n. 

a unit used to expressed the rate of ex¬ 

penditure of electric power in terms of 

megawatts used in one hour. Abbrev. : 
MWh, Mwhr. 

me-gil-lah (magilb), n. (slang) a 

long, detailed relating of events, 

meg-ohm (meg'om), n. a unit for 

measuring electrical resistance, equal 

to 1,000,000 ohms. Abbrev.: meg, 
MM. 

megohm-meter (meg'ommetar), 

n. an instrument for measuring large 

electrical resistance, 

me-grims (me'grimz), n.pl. low spir¬ 

its, depression. 

mei-o-sis (mloNis), n. the maturation 

of gametes when two cell divisions 

starting in a diploid cell result in the 

diploid chromosome number becom¬ 

ing reduced to the haploid, 

me-lae-na (mile'na), n. melena. 

me-lange (malaNZH,)) n. French, a 

mixture. 

me-lan-ic (malan'ik), adj. relating to 

melanism; melanotic, 

mel-a-nif-er-ous (melanif'aras), adj. 
containing melanin, 

mel-a-nin (melbnin), n. a dark brown 

pigment present in many animals, 

including man, which in varying con¬ 

centrations gives the yellow, brown, 

and black coloring to skin, hair, feath¬ 

ers, etc. 
mel-a-nism (mel'anizm), n. darkness 

of color due to the presence of a large 

amount of melanin, 

mel-a-noch-ro-i (mebnok'rol), n. pi. 
a class of humans characterized by 

dark smooth hair and pale skin, 

mel-a-no-cyte (mel'anaslt), n. a cell 

that contains and produces melanin, 

melanocyte-stimulating hor¬ 
mone, a hormone that produces gen¬ 

eral darkening of the skin by causing 

dispersal of the melanin in melano¬ 

cytes. 
mel-an-o-derm (mel'anadurm), n. a 

person whose skin is darkly pigmen¬ 

ted. 
mel-a-noid (mel'anoid), adj. mela¬ 

nin-like; with dark pigmentation, 

mel-a-no-ma (mebno'ma), n., pi. 
mel-a-no-mas, mel-a-no-ma-ta 
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(melono'moto). a tumor of cells con¬ 
taining melanin and thus of dark 
color, most frequent on the skin or 

eye. 
mel-a-no-sis (melano'sis), n. an ab¬ 
normal deposit or development of 
melanin in the tissues. —mel-a-not- 
ic (melanot'ik), adj. 

me-le-na, me-lae-na (male'no), n. 
the presence of blood, blackened 
through partial digestion, in the feces 
owing to a hemorrhage in the stomach 
or small intestine. 

mel-ic (mel'ik), adj. 1. for singing, as 
melic verse. 2. relating to the more 
elaborate strophic species of Greek 
lyric poetry, as distinct from iambic 
and elegaic poetry. 

mel-io-rate (mel'yarat), v. to im¬ 
prove. — mel-io-ra'tion, n. 

mel-io-rism(mel'yarizm), n. the doc¬ 
trine that the world is or can be im¬ 
proved by human effort, 

mel-ior-i-ty (melyor'ite), n. the qual¬ 
ity or condition of being better; su¬ 
periority. 

mel-lif-er-ous (malif'aras), adj. mak¬ 
ing or yielding honey, 

mel-lif-lu-ous (malif'looas), adj. 1. 
sweet- and smooth-sounding. 2. 
flowing with honey; sweetened with 
or sweet as honey. Also mel-lif'lu- 
ent. 

me-mo-ri-ter (mamor'itar), adv. 
Latin, from memory; by heart, 

men-ac-me (manak'me), n. that pe¬ 
riod of years in a female life during 
which menstruation takes place, 

me-nad (me'nad), n. maenad, 
me-nage (manazH'), n. household; 
management of a household, 

me-nage a trois (manazH' a trwa'), 
French, a household consisting of a 
married couple and the lover of one 
of them. 

men ar che (manar'ke), n. the age at 
which menstruation begins; the first 
menstruation. 

men-da-cious (menda'sHas), adj. un¬ 
true; untruthful. 

men-dac-i-ty (mendas'ite), n. the 
tendency to tell lies; an instance of 
telling a lie. 

men-di-cant (men'dakant), 1. adj. 
living by begging. 2. n. a beggar, 

men-dic-i-ty (mendis'ite), n. the 
practice of begging; the condition of 
being a beggar. 

men-hir (men'hir), n. an upright 
monumental stone of prehistoric 
date. 

me-ni-al (me'neal), adj. relating to or 
proper to domestic servants; servile; 
degrading. 

me-nin-ges (minin'jez), n. pi., sing. 
me-ninx (me'niNGks). the three 
membranes (dura mater, arachnoid, 
pia mater) enveloping the brain and 
spinal cord. 

men-in-gi-tis (meninjl'tis), n. inflam¬ 
mation of the meninges, 

me-nin-go-coc-cus (maniNG'gd- 
kok'as), n., pi. me-nin-go-coc-ci. a 
bacterium that causes meningitis, 

me-nis-cus (minis'kas), n., pi. me- 
nis-ci (minis'!), me-nis-cus-es. a 
crescent-shaped body, 

me-nol-o-gy (minol'aje), n. a calendar 
of the months. 

men-o-pause (men'apoz), n. the pe¬ 
riod of female life, usually between 
the ages of 45 and 50, when menstrua¬ 
tion stops. 

men-o-pha-ni-a (men 'ofa'nea), n. the 
first appearance of menstrual dis¬ 
charge during puberty, 

men-or-rha-gi-a (menara'jea), n. ex¬ 
cessive discharge at menstruation, 

me-nos-che-sis (manos'kisis), n. 
temporary suppression of menstrua¬ 
tion. 

men-o-stax-is (menastak'sis), n. an 
abnormally long menstrual period, 

men-sal (men'sal), adj. monthly, 
men-sal (men'sal), adj. relating to or 
used at the table. 

men-ses (men'sez), n., pi. men-ses. 
theblood and tissue debris discharged 
from the uterus of female higher pri¬ 
mates usually at monthly intervals, 

mens sa-na in cor-po-re sa-no (mens 
sa'na in kor'pbre sa'nd), Latin, a 
sound mind in a healthy body, 

men-stru-al (men'strooal), adj. 1. re¬ 
lating to menstruation or the menses. 
2. monthly. 
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men-stru-ate (men'strooat), v. to 
shed the lining of the womb each 
month (except during pregnancy) 
during the fertile period of life in a 
female higher primate. —men-stru1 
a'tion, n. —men'stru-ous, adj. 

men stru um (men'strooom), «., pi. 
men'stnrums, men-stru‘a (men'- 
strooa). a solvent. 

memsur-a-ble (men'sHarabal), adj. 
measurable. 

men-su-ral (men'snaral), adj. of or 
relating to measure, 

men-su-ra-tion (menSHora'sHan), n. 
the branch of mathematics concerned 
with measuring lengths, areas, and 
volumes. —men'su-ra'tive, adj. 

men'tal'ism (men'talizm), n. the 
philosophical doctrine that, in the last 
analysis, mind or consciousness is the 
ultimate reality and matter or objects 
of knowledge only a mode or form of 
mind and thus without existence ex¬ 
cept within the mind of the perceiver. 

men-ti’cide (men'tisld), n. an orga¬ 
nized attempt, as by interrogation, 
beating, etc., to remove a person’s 
previous opinions and replace them 
by radically different ones; brain¬ 

washing. 
me-phit-ic (mafit'ik), adj. offensive 

to the smell; noisome, 
me'phidis (mafT'tis), n. any noxious 

stench. 
me-pro-ba-mate (moprb'bomat), n. 

a pharmacological preparation used 

as a tranquilizer. 
mefcerdze (mur'sariz), v. to treat 

(cotton) with a solution of caustic 
alkali to give greater strength, a silky 
luster, and an increased affinity for 

dye. 
mer-cu-ri-al (markydor'eal), adj. 

lively; volatile; changeable, 
mercy killing. See euthanasia, 
mer-divor-ous (mardiv'aras), adj. 

dung-eating; coprophagous. 
mer-e-tri-cious (meritrisH'as), adj. 

showily attractive; flashy; founded 

on deception. 
me-rid-i-o-nal (marid'eanl), adj. 

southern. 
mer-i-sis (mer'isis), n. biological 

growth, esp. growth by cell division. 
See also auxesis. 

merle (murl), adj. bluish-gray 
marked with black, 

mer-lon (mur'lan), n. the part be¬ 
tween two crenels in a battlement, 

me-rog-o-ny (marog'ane), n. the pro¬ 
duction of an embryo from a frag¬ 
ment of an egg not containing a nu¬ 
cleus. 

me-ro-pra (moro'pea), n. dullness or 
obscuration of sight; partial blind¬ 

ness. 
me-sa (ma'ss), n. high, rocky table¬ 

land with precipitous sides, com¬ 
monly found in desert regions of SW 
United States and Mexico, 

me-sal-li-ance (mazall'ans), n. mar¬ 
riage with a social inferior; a bad or 
improper association, 

mes-cal (meskah). «• a strong intoxi¬ 
cant distilled from the fermented 
juice of some species of agave, 

mescal buttons, the button-like tops 
of a genus of cacti, dried and used as 
an intoxicant; peyote, 

mes-ca-line (mes'kalen), n. an alka¬ 
loid obtained from mescal buttons, 
capable of producing hallucinations 
and occasionally used in medicine; 

peyote. 
mes'en-ter-i-tis (mes'antari'tis), n. 

inflammation of the mesentery, 
mes-en-ter-y (mes'ontere), n. a fold 

of the peritoneum that attaches the 
intestinal canal to the posterior wall 
of the abdomen and supplies it with 
blood, lymph, and nerves, 

me-shu-ga (maSHoog'a), adj. (in slang 

usage) crazy. 
me-sic (mez'ik), adj. of or adapted to 

an environment with a balanced 

moisture-supply. 
mes merism (mez'morizm), n. hyp¬ 

notism. 
mes mer ize (mez'marlz), v. to hyp¬ 

notize. 
mes-o-dont (mez'adont), adj. with 

teeth of medium size. 
mes-O’dont-ism (mezodon'tizm), n. 

the condition of having teeth of 
medium size. Also mes'o-don-ty. 

mes-o-lith-ic (mezalit/t'ik), adj. per- 
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taining to the period between the 
Stone Age and Neolithic Age. 

mes cme-te -or -ol -o -gy (mez '5me'- 

teoroHaje), n. the study of relatively 
small atmospheric disturbances, such 
as thunderstorms, and of details of 
larger disturbances, 

mes-o-morph (mez'amorf), n. a mes¬ 
omorphic type of person, 

mes-o-mor-phic (mezamor'fik), adj. 

1. relating to or being in an inter¬ 
mediate state. 2. with or relating to a 
muscular, sturdy body build in which 
the structures developed from the 
middle germ-layer of the embryo 
(muscle, blood, connective tissue, 
etc.) are prominent. See also ecto¬ 
morphic, endomorphic, 

mes-o-phil-ic (mezafiflik), adj. (in 
bacteriology) thriving in tempera¬ 
tures in the moderate range between 
25°C and 40°C. —mes'o-phile, 
adj., n. 

mes-o-phyte (mez'afit), n. one of the 
class of plants, including most trees 
for example, that grow under average 
conditions of water supply, 

mes-o-sphere (mez'asfer), n. 1. the 
part of the earth’s atmosphere be¬ 
tween the ionosphere and the exo¬ 
sphere, distinguished from them by 
its chemical properties, and extend¬ 
ing from about 250—650 miles above 
the earth’s surface. 2. the part of the 
earth’s atmosphere between the 
stratosphere and the thermosphere, 
distinguished by decreasing tem¬ 
perature with increasing height, and 
extending from about 20—50 miles 
above the earth’s surface, 

mes-o-tho-rax (mezaf/ior'aks), n., pi. 

mes-o-thor-ax-es, mes-o-thor-a-ces 
(mezat/zor'asez). the middle segment 
of the three segments of an insect’s 
thorax, bearing the second pair of 
walking legs and, in winged insects, 
the first pair of wings. 

Mes-o-zo-ic (mezazo'ik), adj. denot¬ 
ing or belonging to the geological era 
when the rocks above the paleozoic 
rocks were formed, occurring be¬ 
tween 220,000,000 and 70,000,000 
years ago, comprising the Triassic, 
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Jurassic, and Cretaceous periods, and 
characterized by the appearance of 
flowering plants and the evolution 
and extinction of dinosaurs, 

mes-ti-zo (meste'zo), n., pi. mes-ti- 
zos, mes-ti-zoes. a person of mixed 
ancestry. 

met-a-bi-o-sis (met'ablo'sis), n. a 
biological association of different or¬ 
ganisms in which one depends on 
another to prepare the environment 
in which it can live, 

me-tab-o-lism (matab'alizm), n. all 
the chemical processes which govern 
a living organism including the build¬ 
ing up of nutritive matter into living 
matter, the breaking down of food 
materials to release energy, and the 
maintenance and renewal of all parts 
of the organism. —met-a-bol'ic, adj. 

— me-tab'o-lize, v. 
met-a-car-pus (metakar'pas), n., pi. 

met-a-car-pi (metakar'pl). the bones 
of the hand between the wrist and the 
fingers or of the corresponding part 
of the front foot in four-legged crea¬ 
tures. 

met-a-chro-ma-tism (metakro'ma- 
tizm), n. a change of color, esp. that 
caused by a change in temperature of 
a body. 

me-tach-ro-nal (matak'ranl), adj. of 
or relating to a rhythmic wave, esp. of 
muscular contraction which passes 
along ciliated tissue of multi-limbed 
creatures causing the cilia or limbs to 
beat, giving the appearance of wave 
motion and bringing about locomo¬ 
tion. 

met-a-gal-ax-y (metagal'akse), n. the 
entire galactic system; the Milky 
Way and all the surrounding galaxies, 

met-a-in-fee-five (met'ainfek'tiv), 
adj. of a medical disorder arising after 
an infection. 

met-a-lan-guage (met'alaNG ;gwij), 
n. a language or set of symbols used 
for describing or analyzing another 
language or set of symbols, 

met-a-lin-guis-tics (met 'aliNGgwis' - 
tiks), n. the study of the interrelation¬ 
ship of languages and the cultures 
they refer to. 
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met-al-log-ra-phy (metalog'rsfe), n. 
the minute study and description of 
the structure and properties of metals 
and alloys. 

me-tal-lo-ther-a-py (matal 'other' - 
ape), n. medical treatment making 
use of metals or their salts, 

met-al-lur-gy (met'alurje), n. the 
science of extracting, working, com¬ 
pounding, and establishing the prop¬ 
erties of metals and their alloys, 

met-a-mor-pho-sis (metamor'fasis), 
«., pi. met'a'mor-pho'ses (meta- 
mor'fasez). 1. any complete change 
in structure, substance, appearance, 
or character, or the form resulting 
from such a change. 2. a zoological 
process of rapid change or successive 
changes from an immature to a ma¬ 
ture state. —met-a-mor'phic, met- 
a-mor'phous, adj. 

met-a-phor (met'afor), n. a figure of 
speech in which a word or phrase is 
applied to a concept to which it is not 
literally applicable so as to imply a 
comparison with the word or phrase 
applied, as he swallowed his pride. 

met-a-phrase (met'afraz), n. 1. a 
word for word translation. —v. 2. to 
translate word for word. —met-a- 
phrast (met'afrast), n. 

met-a-phys-i-cal (metafiz'ikal), adj. 
1. (in philosophy) dealing with ab¬ 
stract subjects or first principles. 2. 
abstruse. 3. designating a group of 
17th-century English poets, includ¬ 
ing Donne, Cowley, Herbert, whose 
style is intellectual and makes use of 
ingenious imagery and turns of wit. 

met-a-phys-ics (metafiz'iks), n. the 
branch of philosophy dealing with 
first principles, as being, substance, 

space, time, identity, etc. 
me-tas-ta-sis (matas'tasis), «., pi. 
me-tas-ta-ses (matas'tasez). the 
transference of disease from a pri¬ 
mary focus to one in another part of 
the body by blood, lymph, or mem¬ 

branes. 
me-tas-ta-size (matas'taslz), v. (of 

disease) to achieve metastasis, 
met-a-tar-sus (metatar'sas), «., pi. 
met-a-tar-si (metatar'si). the bones 

of the foot or hind limb between the 
ankle bone and the toes. —met-a- 
tar'sal, adj. 

me-tath-e-sis (matat^'isis), n., pi. 
me-tath-e-ses (mataf^'isez). the 
transposition of letters or sounds in 
a word. —me-tath'e-size, v. 

met-a-tho-rax (metat&or'aks), n., pi. 
met-a-thor-ax-es, met-a-thor-a-ces 
(metathor' asez). the hindmost of the 
three segments of an insect’s thorax 
bearing the third pair of walking legs 
and, in many winged insects, the 
second pair of wings, 

met-a-troph-ic (metatrof'ik), adj. liv¬ 
ing on decayed organic matter; sapro¬ 
phytic. 

met-em-pir-ics (metempir'iks), n. 
the branch of philosophy dealing with 
things outside experience. —met- 
em-pir'i-cal, adj. 

me-tem-psycho-sis (mstem 'sako'- 
sis), n., pi. me-tem-psy-cho-ses (ms- 
tem'sako'sez). the supposed migra¬ 
tion of the soul at death to another 
body, human, or animal, 

me-te-or-o-gram (me'teor'agram), 
n. a record made by a meteorograph, 

me-te-or-o-graphfine'teor'agraf), n. 

an instrument for making simul¬ 
taneous records of several meteoro¬ 

logical conditions. 
me-te-or-ol-o-gy (me'tearol'aje), n. 
the science and study of atmospheric 
phenomena, esp. for weather-fore- 

casting. 
me-te-or-o-path-o-log-ic (me'teara- 

pat/z'aloj'ik), adj. relating to the 
harmful effect of climate on health, 

me-ter (me'tar), n. the basic metric 
unit of length equal to 39.37 inches, 

me-ter-kil-o-gram-sec-ond (me'- 
tarkil'agramsek'and), adj. relating to 
the system of units in which the meter, 
kilogram, and second are the prin¬ 
ciple units of measurement. Abbrev. : 

mks, m.k.s., MKS. 
meth-a-done (met/z'adon), n. a syn¬ 
thetic narcotic used as a long-lasting 
drug to curb an addict’s craving for 

heroin. 
meth-ane (mef/^an), n. a flammable, 
colorless, odorless gas, formed by the 
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decay of organic matter, which, to¬ 
gether with water vapor, ammonia, 
and hydrogen, was part of the early 
atmosphere on earth, 

methyltrinitrobenzene (m eth'- 
altrlnl'troben'zen), n. See TNT. 

me-tier (ma'tya), n. 1. trade or pro¬ 
fession. 2. occupation or activity in 
which a person has special ability; 
forte. 

me-tis (mates'), n., sing, and pi. a 
person of mixed blood, esp. a Can¬ 
adian of French and Indian blood, 

met-o-nym (met'anim), n. an in¬ 
stance of metonymy, 

me tonymy (miton'ame), n. a rhe¬ 
torical device in which an attribute 
or related concept is substituted for 
the name of the thing meant, as the 
bottle for drink. —met'O-nym'i-cal, 

adj. 
me-top-ic (matop'ik), adj. of or relat¬ 

ing to the forehead. 
me-trol'O'gy (mitrol'aje), n. the sci¬ 

ence or system of weights and mea¬ 
sures. 

me tro nym ic (metranim'ik), adj. 
derived from the name of the mother 
or of a female ancestor, 

met-tle (met'l), n. natural vigor; 
spirit. —met'tle'some, adj. 

meu-niere (manyer'), adj. (of food) 
shallow-fried in butter and served 
with the butter mixed with lemon 
juice and chopped parsley to make a 
sauce. 

mez-za-nine (mez'anen), n. an inter¬ 
mediate floor in a building esp. a low 
story between two other stories, 

mez-zo-redie-vo (met'sSrile'vS), n. 
medium relief; carving in which the 
projection of the design from the 
plane is intermediate between high- 
and low-relief. Also mez'zo-rHie' 
vo. 

mez-zo-tint (met'sbtint), n. a method 
of engraving on copper or steel by 
roughening the plate uniformly and 
then scraping away the roughness to 
different degrees according to wheth¬ 
er shadow, half-light, or light is re¬ 
quired. 

mho (m5), n.,pl. mhos, a unit of mea- 
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surement of electrical conductance 
equal to the conductance of a con¬ 
ductor in which a one-volt potential 
difference maintains a current of one 
ampere. 

mi as ma (mlaz'ma), n., pi. mi-as- 
ma-ta (mlaz'mata), mi-as-mas. the 
foul-smelling gases given off by 
marshes, putrid matter, etc. 

mi-cro-aer-o phil-ic (ml'kroer'ofiF- 
ik), adj. (of organisms) needing only 
a minute amount of free oxygen to 
live. —mi-cro-aer'o-phile, n. 

mi’cro-am-me-ter (mlkroam'me- 
tor), n. instrument for measuring 
very small electric currents in micro¬ 
amperes. 

mi-cro-am-pere (mlkroam'per), n. a 

unit of measurement of electric cur¬ 
rent, equal to one millionth of an 
ampere. Abbrev.: pA. 

mi-cro-a-nal-ysis (ml'kroonal'isis), 
«., pi. mi’cro-a-nalyses (ml'kro- 
anal'isez). the chemical analysis of 
minute amounts of substances, 

mi-cro-bal-ance (mT'krabal'ans), n. 
a device for weighing extremely small 
amounts of chemical substances, 

mi-cro-bar (ml'krabar), n. a unit of 
atmospheric pressure equal to one 
millionth of a bar. Abbrev. /ib. Also 
barye. 

mixro bar o gram (mlkrabar'- 
agram), n. a record made by a micro¬ 
barograph. 

mi-cro-bar-o-graph (mTkrabar'- 
agraf), n. a device used in meteorol¬ 
ogy for making a continuous graph of 
minute fluctuations in atmospheric 
pressure. 

mi-crobe (ml'krob), n. a minute orga¬ 
nism, esp. one causing disease, 

mi-cro-bi-cide (mlkro'bisld), n. a 
substance which kills microbes, 

mi-cro-bi-ol-o’gy (ml'kroblol'aje), n. 
the scientific study of microscopically 
small organisms. 

mi-crob-ism (ml'krobizm), n. infec¬ 
tion with disease-producing mi¬ 
crobes. 

mi-cro-cli-mate (ml7kraklimit), n. 
the climate of a small locality, as a 
cave, a wood, a garden, a hillside, a 
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built-up area. See also macrocli¬ 
mate. 

mi "cro "di ma -tol ’O -gy (ml 'k rok II' - 
matol'aje), n. the study of micro¬ 
climates. See also macroclimatol¬ 

ogy. 
mi-cro-con-stit-u-ent (ml'krokan- 

sticH'ooant), n. a constituent of a 
metal or alloy that is present in a 
microscopically small amount, 

mi'cro-cop-y (mikrakop'e), n. a very 
small copy, usually made by photo¬ 
graphic reduction, of a printed page 
or a similar item. 

mi-cro-cosm (mT'krakozm), n. a 
world in miniature; anything re¬ 
garded as an epitome of the world. 
See also macrocosm, 

mi-cro'cou-lomb (ml'krekoo'lom), 
n. a unit of measurement of electric 
charge equal to one millionth of a 
coulomb. Abbrev.: fiC. 

mi cro cu rie (ml'krakyoor'e), n. a 
unit of measurement of radioactivity 
equal to one millionth of a curie. 

Abbrev.: pCi, pc. 
mi'cro'cyte (ml'kraslt), n. a minute, 

or abnormally small, blood cell or 
corpuscle. See also macrocyte, 

mi'cro de tec tor (mT'kroditek'tsr), 

n. 1. an instrument for measuring 
minute quantities or changes. 2. a 
sensitive device for measuring or 
detecting minute quantities of elec¬ 

tric current. 
mi-cro-dis-sec-tion (ml'krodisek'- 

SH3n), n. the dissection of material 

under a microscope, 
mi-cro-dis-til-la-tion (ml'krbdis'- 
tala^Han), n. the distillation of ex¬ 

tremely small quantities of chemical 

substances. 
microdont (ml'kradont), adj. with 

teeth of abnormally small size. See 

also macrodont. 
mi‘Cro-don-tia (mlkradon^SHa), n. 
the condition of being microdont or 

an instance of the condition. Also 
mi'cro-dont-ism, mi'cro-don-ty. 

See also macrodontia. 
mi-cro-dyne (mT'kradin), n. a unit of 
measurement of force, equal to one 

millionth of a dyne. Abbrev.: ft dyn. 

mi-cro-e-co-nom-ics (ml'kroe'ka- 
nom'iks), n. economics as applied to 
specific aspects of an economy, as the 
investment-profit relationship in a 
company. 

mi-cro-e-lec-tron-ics (ml'kroilek- 
tron'iks), n. the science and technol¬ 
ogy of using microminiaturized com¬ 
ponents such as solid-state devices in 
electronic systems. 

mi-cro-edec-tro-phoTe'sis (ml 
kroilek'trofare'sis), n. a technique 
used in chemistry for examining 
under a microscope the migration of 
minute surface particles under the 
influence of an electric field, 

mi-cro-en-vi-ron-ment (ml'kroen- 
vT'arnmant), n. the conditions pre¬ 
vailing in a small area or surrounding 
one organism in a community, 

mi-cro-far-ad (ml'krafar'ad), n. a 
unit of measurement of electrical ca¬ 
pacity, equal to one millionth of a 
farad. Abbrev.: pF, pf. 

mi-cro-fiche (ml'krafesH), n. micro¬ 
films grouped in a sheet for filing, 

mi-cro-film (ml'krafilm), n. very 
small film bearing miniature photo¬ 
graphic reproduction of documents, 
etc., and projected on a screen for 

reading. 
mi'crcrfos'sil (ml'krofos'il), n. a fos¬ 

sil too small to be studied without a 

microscope. 
mi-cro-gram (ml'kragram), n. a unit 

of measurement of mass equal to one 
millionth of a gram. Abbrev. : pg. 

mi-cro-graph (ml'kragraf), n. 1. an 
instrument for writing or engraving 
minutely. 2. a photograph or drawing 
of an item as seen under a microscope. 

See also macrograph, 
mi-crog-ra-phy (mlkrog'rafe), n. 1. 
the verbal or graphic representation 
of extremely small objects. 2. exami¬ 
nation or study of an object under a 
microscope. See also macrography. 

mi-cro-groove (ml'kragroov), rt. an 
extremely narrow needle groove on a 
phonograph record, used to enable 
the record to carry much more ma¬ 

terial. 
mi-cro-hard-ness (ml'krbhard'nis), 
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n. a measurement of the hardness of a 
metal denoting that it was indented 
by a slight pressure on one small area 
of it. 

mi-cro-hen-ry (ml'krahen're), n.,pl. 
mi-cro-hen-ries, mi-cro-hen-rys. a 
unit of measurement of electrical in¬ 
ductance equal to one millionth of a 
henry. Abbrev. : pH, ph. 

mi-crohm (ml'krbm), n. a unit of 
measurement of electrical resistance 
equal to one millionth of an ohm. 
Abbrev. : pCl. 

mi-cro-im-age (ml'kroimhj), n. a 
photographic reproduction of such 
small scale that it cannot be seen 
clearly without a microscope, 

mi-cro-inch (ml'kroinCH), n. a unit 
used in measuring length, equal to 
one millionth of an inch. Abbrev.: 
pin. 

mi-cro-in-jec-tion (mT'kroinjek'- 
SHan), n. an injection made under a 
microscope. 

mi-cro-lam-bert (ml'kralam'bart), 
n. a unit used in measuring bright¬ 
ness, equal to one millionth of a 1am- 
bert. Abbrev. P L. 

mi-cro-li-ter (mdkrale'tar), n. a met¬ 
ric unit used in measuring capacity, 
equal to one millionth of a liter. 
Abbrev.: pi. 

mi-cro-lith (ml'kralitA), n. a small 
flint usually worked to triangular 
shape for mounting on a handle or 
haft and using as a cutting tool or 
barbed weapon, common in meso¬ 
lithic and early neolithic times. —mi- 

cro-lith'ic, adj. 

mi-crol-o-gy (mlkrol'aje), n. exces¬ 
sive consideration of minute matters, 

mi-cro-lux (ml'kraluks), n. a unit 
used in measuring illumination, equal 
to one millionth of a lux. Abbrev. : 
plx. 

mi-cro-me-te-or-ite (ml'kroame'te- 
arlt), n. a minute meteorite, usually 
less than a millimeter in diameter, 

mi-cro-me-te-or-o-gram (ml'kro- 
me'teor'agram), n. a record made by 
a micrometeorograph, 

mi-cro-me te or-o graph (ml'kro- 
me 'teor'agraf), n. a small instrument 

for use in aircraft for making a simul¬ 
taneous record of various atmospher¬ 
ic conditions, adapted form of the 
meteorograph. 

mi-cro-me-te-or-ol-o-gy (ml'kro- 
me'tearoKaje), n. the study of small 
atmospheric phenomena and usually 
only those that occur in a shallow 
layer of air immediately above the 
ground. 

mi-crom-e-ter (mlkromhtar), n. any 
of several precision instruments used 
to measure minute distances and 
angles. 

mi-crom-e-try (mlkrom'itre), n. the 
taking of measurements with a mi¬ 
crometer. 

mi-cro-mho (ml'kramo), n. a unit of 
measurement of electrical conduc¬ 
tance, equal to one millionth of a 
mho. Abbrev.: /imho, 

mi-cro-mi-cro-cu-rie (ml'kroml7- 
krokydor 'e),n. a unit used in measur¬ 
ing radioactivity, equal to one mil¬ 
lionth of a microcurie. Abbrev.: ppd, 
ppc. 

mi-cro-mi-cro-far-ad (ml'krSml'- 
krSfar'ad), n. a unit used in measur¬ 
ing electrical capacity, equal to one 
millionth of a microfarad. Abbrev. : 
ppf. 

mi-cro-mi-cron (ml'kroml'kron), n., 
pi. mi-cro-mi-crons, mi-cro-mi-cra 

(ml'kroml'kra). a metric unit used in 
measuring length, equal to one mil¬ 
lionth of a micron. Abbrev.: pp, mu 

mu. 

mi-cro-mil-li-me-ter (ml'krSmil'a- 
me'tar), n. a metric unit used in 
measuring length, equal to one mil¬ 
lionth of a millimeter. Abbrev. : 
pmm. 

mi-cro-min-i-a-ture (ml'kromin'ea- 
CHar), adj. of extremely minute size, 
esp. of small electronic devices using 
solid-state components, 

mi-cro-min-i-a-tur-i-za-tion (ml'- 

kromin'eacHariza'sHan), n. extreme 
size reduction, esp. the making 

small of electronic devices by using 

solid-state components instead of 
vacuum tubes. —mi-cro-min^-a- 
tur-ize, v. 
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mi-cron, mi-kron (mi'kron), n., pi. 
mi-crons, mi-krons, mi-cra, mi-kra 
(ml'kra). 1. a metric unit used in 
measuring length, equal to one mil¬ 
lionth of a meter. Abbrev.: p, mu. 2. 
a colloidal particle with a diameter 
between .2 and 10 millionths of a 
meter. 

mi-cro-ne-mous (mfkrane'mas), adj. 

with short filaments. 
mi-cro-nu-cle-us (ml'kronoo'kleas), 

pi. mi-cro-nu-cle-i (imkronoo'- 
klel). the smaller of the two kinds of 
nuclear material present in ciliated 
organisms, the other kind being the 
macronucleus. —mi-cro-nu'cle-ate, 

adj. 
mi-cro-or-gan-ism (ml'kroor'ga- 
nizm), n. any of the organisms too 
small to be seen by the naked eye, as 
bacteria, viruses, etc. 

mi-cro-pa-le-on-tol-o-gy (ml'kro- 
pa'leantol'aje), n. the scientific study 

of microfossils. 
mi-cro-par-a-site (ml 'kropar'aslt), n. 

a microorganism which lives in or on 
another organism from which it gets 

its food. 
mi-cro-pa-thol-o-gy (ml'kropat^ol'- 

oje), n. the scientific study of the 
microscopic effects of disease on cells 

and tissue. 
mi-cro-phage (ml'krafaj), n. a minute 

cell that engulfs particles in its sur¬ 
roundings, present particularly in 
the white cells of blood or lymph 
where it is part of the defence mecha¬ 
nism against bacteria. See also mac¬ 

rophage. 
mi-pro-phon-ism (mikrafo'nizm), n. 

a fault in an electronic device whereby 
the signal being transmitted is inter¬ 
fered with by noise produced by a 
vibrating component. —mi cro* 
phon'ic, adj. —mi cro phon'ics, n. 

mi-cro-pho-to-graph (mTkrafo'ta- 

graf), n. 1. microfilm. 2. a photograph 
so small that it cannot be seen clearly 
without being enlarged. 3. a photo¬ 

micrograph. 
mi-cropho-tom-e-ter (ml'krofo- 

tom'itar), n. an instrument for mea¬ 
suring light intensity given out, trans- 

microspectrophotometer 

mitted, or reflected by minute ob¬ 
jects. 

mi-cro-phyl-lous (mikrafiflas), adj. 
with very small leaves. See also 
macrophyllous. 

mi-cro-phys-ics (mlkrafiz'iks), n. the 
science of the physical properties of 
objects too small to be dealt with 
directly, as atoms, molecules, etc. 
See also macrophysics, 

mi-cro-phyte (ml'krafit), n. a plant 
too small to be seen clearly without a 
microscope. 

mi-cro-po-rous (mlkrapor'as), adj. 
consisting of or having microscopic 
pores. 

mi-cro-print (ml'kraprint), n. a print 
of a microphotograph for reading or 
viewing under a magnifying glass, 

mi-crop-si-a (mikrop'sea), n. a condi¬ 
tion of the eye which causes objects to 
be seen smaller than life size. See also 
macropsia. 

mi-cro-pyrom-e ter (ml'kropT- 
rom'itar), n. an adaptation of an opti¬ 
cal pyrometer to deal with minute 
objects, by means of which tempera¬ 
tures above 550°C are measured ac¬ 
cording to their degree of incandes¬ 

cence. 
mi-cro-read-er (ml'krore'dor), n. a 

device for projecting microfilm or 
microphotographic images onto a 

screen to give sufficient enlargement 

for them to be seen clearly, 
mi -cro -re -pro -due • tion (ml 'k rore' - 
praduk'sHan), n. a photographic im¬ 
age too small to be seen clearly with¬ 

out being magnified, 
mi-cro-sec-ond (ml'krasek 'and), n. 

a unit of measurement of time, equal 
to one millionth of a second. Abbrev. : 

psec. 
mi-cro-seism (ml'kraslzm), n. a small 
tremor in the earth’s crust recorded 
by a seismograph and supposed to be 
caused by an earthquake or a storm at 

sea. 
mi-cro-sie-mens (ml'krase'manz), 

n. a unit of measurement of electrical 
conductance, equal to one millionth 

of a siemens. Abbrev.: ps. 
mi-cro-spec-tro-pho-tom-e-ter 
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(mPkrospek'trafotom'itar), n. an in¬ 
strument for examining the light 
given out, transmitted, or reflected 
by minute objects. 

mi-cro-stat (ml'krastat), n. a photo¬ 
graphic copy of a negative of a micro¬ 
photograph. 

rni-cro-steth-o-scope (mTkroste^/Ps- 
skop), n. a stethoscope adapted to 
pick up and greatly amplify minute 
sounds. 

mi-cro-stom-a-tous (mlkrastom7- 
atas), adj. with an extremely small 
mouth or opening. 

mi-cro-struc-ture (ml'krostruk 
CHar), n. the size, shape, and detailed 
arrangement of crystals in a metal or 
alloy as seen under a powerful micro¬ 
scope after etching and polishing. 
See also macrostructure. 

mi-cro-switch (ml'kraswicH), n. an 
extremely sensitive switch used in 
automatically controlled machines. 

mi-cro-therm (mPkraf/zurm), n. a 
plant which grows in conditions of 
minimum heat. 

mi-cro-tome (ml'kratom), n. a ma¬ 
chine for cutting extremely thin slices 
of tissue, usually frozen or embedded 
in paraffin wax, for easy examination 
under a microscope. —mi-crot7o- 
my, n. 

mi-cro-volt (ml'kravolt), n. a unit 
used in measuring electromotive 
force, equal to one millionth of a volt. 
Abbre .: p\, /iv. 

mi-cro-watt (mT7kr5wot), n. a unit 
used in measuring electric power, 
equal to one millionth of a watt. 
Abbrev. : /iW, /iw. 

mi-cro-wave (mI7krowav), n. a very 
high frequency electromagnetic (ra¬ 
dio) wave, usually one with a wave¬ 
length less than 20 cm. 

mic-tu-rate (mik'cHarat), v. to uri¬ 
nate, esp. to urinate with uncontrol¬ 
lable frequency. —mic-tu-ri7tion, n. 

Middle Ages, the period in European 
history between ancient and modern 
times, generally applied to the time 
between the fall of the western Roman 
Empire in a.d. 476 and the general 
establishment of the Renaissance 

about 1450, but sometimes referring 
to only the part of this period after 

1100. 
mid-die-weight (mid'lwat), n. a box¬ 

er of the class intermediate between 
lightmiddleweight and lightheavy- 
weight in amateur boxing, welter¬ 
weight and lightheavyweight in pro¬ 
fessional boxing, and weighing 167 
lb. or less if an amateur, 160 lb. or 
less if a professional, 

midge (mij), v. any one of many mi¬ 
nute kinds of two-winged biting in¬ 
sects. 

mid-i-nette (midanet7), n. a Parisian 
shop-girl or seamstress, 

mi-gnon (minyon7), adj. small and 
delicately formed. Also (of a woman) 
mi-gnonne7. 

mi-graine (ml'gran), n. recurrent 
paroxysmal headache in one side of 
thehead, followingnausea and vomit¬ 
ing and sometimes accompanied by- 
visual disturbances, 

mi-kron (m!7kron), «., pi. mi-krons, 
mi-kra (mPkra). micron, 

mil (mil), n. a unit of measurement of 
length equal to a thousandth of an 
inch, used in measuring the thickness 
of wires. 

mil-a-naise (mil'anaz), adj. (of meat) 
served with pasta, esp. macaroni, that 
has been topped with a tomato sauce 
flavored with finely chopped meat, 
mushrooms, and grated cheese, 

milch (milcH), adj. giving milk; kept 
for milking. 

mil-i-ar-i-a (mil'eer7ea), n. a skin dis¬ 
ease characterized by small red pus¬ 
tules resembling millet seeds erupt¬ 
ing around the sweat glands; prickly 
heat; miliary fever, 

mi-lieu (milyob7), n. environment, 
surrounding conditions, 

mil-i-tate (mil'itat), v. (of facts, evi¬ 
dence, attitudes, etc.) to exert force; 
influence; as their disapproval mili¬ 
tated against a speedy settlement. 

milk-sop (milk'sop), n. an effeminate 
man or one lacking in spirit, 

milk-toast (milk'tost), adj. (of a man) 
easily dominated; completely lacking 
in assertiveness. 
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Milky Way, the band of faint diffuse 
light, visible at night in the sky, com¬ 
posed of many stars too distant to be 
seen clearly with the naked eye. 

mill (mil), n. a unit of money equal to 
a thousandth of a U.S. dollar, used in 
accounting, esp. in calculating taxes 
on real estate. 

mill-dam (mil'dam), n. a dam across 
a stream to build up a force of water 
to operate a mill wheel. 

mille-feuille (melfofl), n. a sweet 
dessert of custard or whipped cream 
filling in a flat, rectangular base and 
top of flaky puff pastry with fondant 
and usually flavored with fruit; Na¬ 
poleon. 

mil-le-fi-o-ri (milbfeor'e), n. decora¬ 
tive glass made by fusing bundles of 
different-colored glass rods together 
and slicing them into disks to give 
flower-like pieces which are grouped 
in clear glass for blowing to a desired 

form. 
mille-fleur (melflur,)> adj. with a 

flowered background. 
mil-le-nar-i-an (milaner'eon), adj. of 

or relating to the millennium. 
mil-le-nar-y (milbnere), adj. 1. con¬ 

sisting of or relating to a thousand, 
esp. a thousand years. 2. relating to 

the millennium. 
mil-len-ni-al (milen'eal), adj. of or 

relating to a millennium. 
mil-len-ni-um (milen'eam), n., pi. 
mil-len-ni-ums, mil-len-ni-a (mil- 

en'ea). 1. a period of a thousand 
years. 2. the period of a thousand 
years when Christ will reign on earth, 
as prophesied in the Book of Revela¬ 
tions. 3. a supposedly coming period 
of general happiness, prosperity, and 

justice. 
mil-les-i-mal (miles'amal), adj. 

thousandth. 
mil-li-am-me-ter (mileam'metar), n. 

an instrument for measuring small 
electric currents in milliamperes. 

mil-li-am-pere (mileam'per), n. a 

unit used in measuring electric cur¬ 
rent, equal to one thousandth of an 

ampere. Abbrev.: mA. 
mil-li-ang-strom (mileaNG'stramj.n. 

a unit used to express light wave¬ 

lengths, equal to one thousandth of 
an angstrom. Abbrev.: mA, mA.U. 

mil-li-ard (mil'yard), n. (in Britain) 
one thousand millions; a billion. 

mil-li-are (mifleer), n. a unit used in 
measuring area, equal to one thou¬ 
sandth of an are. 

mil-li-ar-y (miReer'e), adj. indicating 
a mile. 

mil-li-bar (milbbar), n. a unit used 
in measuring atmospheric pressure, 
equal to one thousandth of a bar. 

Abbrev.: mb. 
mil-li-bam (mil'abarn), n. a unit used 

in measuring a nuclear cross-section, 
equal to one thousandth of a barn. 

Abbrev. : mb. 
mil-li-cou-lomb (milbkoo'lom), n. 

a unit of measurement of electrical 
charge, equal to one thousandth of a 
coulomb. Abbrev.: mC. 

mil-li-cur-ie (milbkydor'e), n. a unit 
of measurement of radioactivity equal 
to one thousandth of a curie. Abbrev.: 

mCi, me. 
mil-lier (melya'), n. a unit of mea¬ 
surement of weight, equal to one 
thousand kilograms. Also tonneau. 

mil-li-far-ad (milbfarad), n. a unit of 
measurement of electrical capacity, 
equal to one thousandth of a farad. 

Abbrev. : mF, mf. 
mil-li-gal (miflagal), n. a unit used in 
measuring acceleration, equal to one 
thousandth of a gal. Abbrev.: mGal. 

mil-li-gram (milbgram), n. a unit 
used in measuring weight, equal to 
one thousandth of a gram. Abbrev. : 

mg. 
mil-li-gram-hour (miflagram'our), 

n. a unit used in measuring doses of 
radium received by a person under¬ 
going radiotherapy, equal to the 
amount of radiation received by ex¬ 
posure for one hour to one milligram 

of radium. 
mil-li-hen-ry (milbhen're), n. a unit 
used in measuring electrical induc¬ 
tance, equal to one thousandth of a 

henry. Abbrev.: mH, mh. 
mil-li-lam-bert (milblambart), n. a 
unit used in measuring brightness, 
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equal to one thousandth of a lambert. 

Abbrev. : mL. 
mil-li-li-ter (miFaletar), n. a unit 
used in measuring capacity, equal to 
one thousandth of a liter. Abbrev.: 
ml. 

mil-li'lux (miFaluks), n. a unit of 
measurement of illumination, equal 
to one thousandth of a lux. Abbrev. : 
mix. 

mil-li-me-ter (miFametar), n. a unit 
of measurement of length, equal to 
one thousandth of a meter. Abbrev. : 
mm. 

mil-li-mho (miFamS), n. a unit used 
in measuring electrical conductance, 
equal to one thousandth of a mho. 
Abbrev. : mmho. 

mil-li-mi-cron (miFaml'kron), n.,pl. 
mil-li-mi-crons, mil-li-mi-cra 
(miFaml'kra). a unit used in measur¬ 
ing length, equal to one thousandth 
of a micron. Abbrev.: mp, m, mu. 

mil-li-mole (miFamol), n. a unit used 
to express the molecular weight of a 
chemical substance in terms of grams, 
equal to one thousandth of a mole or 
gram molecule. Abbrev.: mM. 

mil-line (miFUn), n. an advertisement 

consisting of one line of agate-size 
type across one column appearing in 
one million copies of a newspaper or 
magazine. 

mil-li-ohm (miFeom), n. a unit used 
in measuring electrical resistance, 
equal to one thousandth of an ohm. 
Abbrev. : mil. 

mil-li-poise (miFapoiz), n. a unit used 
in the measurement of viscosity, 
equal to one thousandth of a poise. 
Abbrev.: mP. 

mil-li-rem (miFarem), n. a unit used 
in measuring dosage of radioactivity, 
equal to one thousandth of a rem. 
Abbrev. : mrem. 

mil-li-roent-gen (miFarentgan), n. a 
unit of measurement of x-ray dosage, 
equal to one thousandth of a roent¬ 
gen. Abbrev. : mR, mr. 

mil-li-sec-ond (miFisek'and), n. a 
unit of measurement of time equal to 
one thousandth of a second. Abbrev. : 

mil-li-sie-mens (miFasemanz), n. a 
unit used in measuring electrical 
conductance, equal to one thou¬ 
sandth of a siemens. Abbrev.: mS. 

mil-li-volt (miFavolt), n. a unit used 
in measuring electromotive force, 
equal to one thousandth of a volt. 
Abbrev. : mV, mv. 

mil-li-watt (miFawot), n. a unit used 
in measuring electric power, equal to 
one thousandth of a watt. Abbrev. : 
mW, mw. 

milque-toast (milk'tdst), n. a timid 
person, esp. a weak-willed man. 

milt (milt), n. the roe or reproductive 
gland of male fish. 

milt-er (miFtar), n. a male fish during 
the breeding season. 

Mil-town (miFtoun), n. tradename of 
a preparation of the tranquilizing 
drug meprobanate. 

mi-me-sis (mimeFsis), n. mimicry in 
which one species of animal develops 
for its protection against predators a 
similar coloring or marking to an¬ 
other species which is protected from 
predators, by being poisonous for 
example. —mi-met-ic (mimeFik), 
adj. 

mi-na-cious (mina'sHas), adj. threat¬ 
ening. 

min-a-to-ry (min'atore), adj. threat¬ 
ening. 

min-er-al-o-gy (minaroFaje), n. the 
scientific study of minerals. —min- 
er-aFo-gist, n. 

min-e-stro-ne (ministro'ne), n. a 

thick Italian soup made with many 
vegetables, herbs, and pieces of pasta 
in meat stock, usually served with 
finely grated Parmesan cheese. 

Ming (miNG), n. the porcelain pro¬ 
duced in China during the Ming 
dynasty (1368-1644), esp. before 
1620 by the imperial factory, charac¬ 
terized by fine porcelain bodies dec¬ 
orated with brilliantly colored 
underglaze or enamel. 

min-gy (min'je), adj. mean; niggard- 

ly- 

min-i-a-tur-ize (min'eaCHarlz), v. to 
make a small version, to reduce in 
size. msec. 
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min-i-fy (minGfi), v. to make smaller; 
minimize. 

mind-kin (min'akin), n. a delicate or 
diminutive person or object, 

min-im (min'om), n. the smallest unit 

of fluid measure, equal to one sixtieth 
of a fluid dram. Abbrev.: M, min. 

min-i-max (minGmaks), n. a strategy 
used in games to reduce to the utmost 
a player’s possible loss. See also 
maximin. 

min-imus (minGmas), n. 1. the 
smallest or least important person or 
item in a classification. 2. the little 
finger cf toe. 

min-ion (min'yan), «. a servile fol¬ 

lower or a favorite of a person in 

power; a minor official, 

min-ne-sing-er (min'isiNG'ar), n., 
sing, and pi. German lyric poets and 

songwriters of the 12th to 14th cen¬ 

turies. 

mi-nus-cule (min'askyool), adj. 1. 
very small. 2. of a cursive script de¬ 
veloped in the 7th century using 
small, non-capital letters. See also 
majuscule. 

mi-nu-ti-a (minoo'sHea), n., usually 
in pi. mi-nu-ti-ae (minoo'sHee). 
small details; trivial points, 

minx (miNGks), n. a pert or flirtatious 

girl. 
Mi-o-cene (mPasen), adj. of or relat¬ 

ing to the geological epoch (and the 
rock systems formed during it) that 
occurred between the Oligocene and 
Pliocene epochs that lasted from 
about 25 million to 10 million years 
ago, and was characterized by the 
presence of grazing mammals, 

mi-o-sis, my-o-sis (mlo'sis), n., pi. 
mi-o-ses (mlb'sez). a medical condi¬ 
tion in which the pupil of the eye is 
abnormally constricted, as by drugs, 
etc. —mi-ot-ic (mlot'ik), adj. 

mi-ra-bi-le dic-tu (mera'bile dik'- 
too), Latin, wonderful to relate; 

strange to tell. 
mire-poix (mirpwa/), n. a garnish of 

diced vegetables, herbs, seasonings, 
and chopped ham cooked in butter 
or with the meat or fish with which 

it is to be served. 

mis-al-li-ance (misaligns), n. 1. an 
unsuitable association, esp. marriage. 
2. mesalliance. 

mis-al-ly (misall7), v. to make a mis¬ 
alliance. 

mis-an-thrope (misGnt/zrop), n. one 
who hates mankind or shuns com¬ 
pany. 

mis-an-thro-py (misan'tftrape), n. 
hatred, dislike, or avoidance of man¬ 
kind. — mis-an-thro'pic, adj. 

mis-be-got-ten (misbigot'n), adj. il¬ 
legitimate; ill-conceived, 

mis-ce-ge-na-tion (misdjana'sHan), 
n. marriage or cohabitation between 
couples of different race, 

mis-cel-la-ne-a (misala'nea), n. pi. a 

miscellany of writings or objects; a 
random collection. 

mis-ci-ble (mis'abal), adj. capable of 
being mixed. 

mis-cre-ance (mis'kreans), n. a false 
belief or religious faith, 

mis-cre-ant (mis'kreant), adj. 1. de¬ 
praved, villainous. 2. holding a false 
belief or religious faith. —mis'cre- 
an-cy, n. 

mis-de-mean-an^misdime'nantfiw. 
one who has performed a misdeed or 
misbehaved. 

mise en scene (mezaNsen'), French. 
the producer’s arrangement of all 
matters relating to the staging of a 
play, including the acting, sets, cos¬ 
tumes, lighting, etc. 

mis-fea-sance (misfe'zans), n. the 
wrongful exercise of lawful authority. 
See also malfeasance. —mis-fea' 

sor, n. 
mis no mer (misno'mar), n. a name 
wrongly applied. 

mis-o-cai-ne-a (misokl'nea), n. an 
abnormally strong dislike of all things 

new. 
mi-sog-amy (misog'ame), n. hatred 
of marriage. —mi-sog'a-mist, n. 

mi-sog-y-ny (misoj'ane), n. hatred of 
women. —mi-sog'y-nist, n. 

mi-sol-o-gy (misoflaje), n. strong 
aversion to reason or reasoning, 

mis-o-ne-ism (misone'izm), n. hatred 

of newness or change, 
mis-o-pe-di-a, mis-o-pae-di-a (mis- 
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ope'dea), n. hatred of children, esp. 
of one’s own children. 

mis-pri-sion1 (misprizH'an), n. a 
wrongful act, esp. by a public official. 

mis-pri-sion2 (misprizH'an), n. con¬ 
tempt; disdain. 

mis-prize (mispriz'), v. to despise, to 
fail to appreciate rightly, 

mist-bow (mist'bo), n. See fog bow. 
mith-ri-da-tism (mit/z'rida'tizm), n. 
the making proof against a poison by 
dosing with gradually increasing 
amounts of it. 

mith-ri-da-tize (mit/z'rida'tlz), v. to 
make a person proof against a poison 
by dosing with gradually increasing 
amounts of it. 

mit-i-cide (mit'isld), n. a chemical 
for killing mites. 

mit-i-gate (mit'agat), v. to make or 
become less intense or severe, 

mi-to-sis (mito'sis), n. the usual pro¬ 
cess of cell division, in which the nu¬ 
cleus splits into two, each chromo¬ 
some duplicates, and one of each pair 
of chromosomes groups with one or 
other nucleus so that two identical 
cells result. 

mi-tral valve (ml'tral), a valve con¬ 
sisting of two triangular flaps of mem¬ 
brane and located between the atrium 
and ventricle of the left side of the 
heart to prevent blood from flowing 
back into the atrium when the vent¬ 
ricle contracts. Also bicuspid valve, 

mix-ol-o-gy (miksol'aje), n. (in col¬ 
loquial humor) the art of preparing 
cocktails. —mix-ol'o-gist, n. 

mne-me (ne'me), n. that feature of 
the mind or of an organism which 
accounts for memory, 

mne-mon-ics (nemon'iks), n. the art 
of aiding or improving the memory. 
—mne-mon'ic, adj. 

Mo-bi-us strip (ma'beas), a continu¬ 
ous one-sided surface formed from a 
rectangular strip by twisting one end 
through a complete turn about the 
longitudinal axis and joining it to the 
other end. 

mob-oc-ra-cy (mobok'rase), n. gov¬ 
ernment by a mob. 

mock-he-ro-ic (mok'hiro'ik), adj. 

burlesquely imitating heroic style, as 
in manner, action, literary form. 

mo-deme (mSdem'), adj. noting a 
style of the 1920’s and 1930’s charac¬ 
terized by linear geometric motifs 
executed in solid-colored materials 
with much use of plastics and enamel- 
ware; Art Deco. 

mo-diste (modest'), n. a maker or 
seller of women’s fashions, esp. dres¬ 
ses and millinery. 

mod-ule (moj'ool), n. a measurement 
that may range from a few inches to 
several feet selected as the basis in 
planning or standardizing a building, 
building components, a range of fur¬ 
niture, etc. —mod'u-lar, adj. 

mo dus o-pe-ran-di (mo'ddos ope- 
ran'de), Latin, way of working, sys¬ 
tem of operation. 

mo dus vi-ven-di (mo'dobs wewen'- 
de), way or mode of living. 

mo-fette (mofet'), n. an unpleasantly 
smelling emanation of carbon di¬ 
oxide, with some oxygen and nitro¬ 
gen, from a nearly extinct volcano 
through a small fissure in the earth’s 
crust. 

mog-i-la-li-a (mojola'leo), n. any de¬ 
fect in speech. 

mo-go-te (mago'te), n. a hillock of 
cavity-riddled limestone left stand¬ 
ing between flat valleys. 

Mo-hole (mo'hol), n. a hole drilled 
through the earth’s crust, through 
the Mohorovicic discontinuity, and 
into the mantle beneath, for geologi¬ 
cal research into the mantle. 

Mo -ho -ri -vi-did discontinuity (mo '- 
hdro'vaCHicH), the boundary- be¬ 
tween the earth’s crust and the mantle 
below it, distinguished from them in 
its physical properties, and occurring 
on average at 22 miles below the 
continents and 6 miles below the 
ocean bed. 

moi-e-ty (moi'ite), n. half. 
moil (moil), v. 1. to toil; drudge. —n. 

2. hard work; drudgery. 3. turmoil; 
confusion. 

moi-re (mwara'), adj. (of fabrics) 
watered; with a marking that sug¬ 
gests rippling water. 
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moit (moit), n. a foreign body in wool, 
as a seed, splinter, etc. 

mold-board (mold'bord), n. a large 
metal plate at the front of a bulldozer 
to push ahead loose earth. 

mole1 (mol), n. a very large structure, 

usually of stone, built in water to act 
as a pier or breakwater. 

mole2 (m51), n. a gram molecule; the 
weight of a molecule of a chemical 
element or compound expressed in 
grams. Also mol. 

molecular film, a layer or film of the 
thickness of one molecule. Also 
monolayer. 

mol-e-cule (mol'akyool), n. the 
smallest particle of a substance that 
can exist in a free state without losing 
its chemical identity, consisting of a 
minute group of atoms, one or more 
like atoms in the case of chemical ele¬ 
ments and two or more different 
atoms in the case of chemical com¬ 
pounds. —mo-lec'u-lar, adj. 

mol-les-cent (males'ant), adj. soften¬ 
ing; tending to become soft, 

mol-li-fy (moFafl), v. to appease; to 

calm down. 
Mo-lo-tov cocktail (moFatov), a 

homemade grenade consisting of a 
bottle filled with flammable liquid 
and fitted with a wick which is ignited 
just before the grenade is thrown so 
that the liquid bursts into flame and 

explodes the bottle, 
mom-ism (mom'izm), n. excessive 
dependence on a mother figure with 
resulting inhibition of maturity, 

mon-a-chal (mon'akal), adj. monas¬ 

tic. 
mon-ad (mon'ad), n. any one-celled 

organism. 
mo-nan-dry (manan'dre), n. the cus¬ 

tom or state of having only one hus¬ 
band at a time. See also polyandry. 
— mo-nan'drous, adj. 

mon-arch (mon'ark), n. 1. a heredi¬ 
tary sovereign, as a king, emperor, 
etc. 2. a supreme ruler. 3. a large 
orange butterfly with black and white 

markings. 
mon-ar-chy (mon'arke), n. a govern¬ 
ment or state in which the actual or 

titular ruler is a monarch. —mo-nar' 
chal, mo-nar'chi-cal, adj. 

mon-au-ral (monor'al), adj. See mo¬ 
nophonic. 

mon-go (moNG'go), n. See mungo. 
Mon-gol-ism (moNG'galizm), n. a 

congenital defect in which the sub¬ 
ject has a broad, flat skull, high cheek¬ 
bones, flattened nose, and slanting 
eyes and is usually mentally sub¬ 
normal. 

mon-grel-ize (muNG'grallz), v. to 
mix, esp. to interbreed, different 
races, breeds, kinds, 

mon-ism (mon'izm), n. a metaphysi¬ 
cal theory that there is only one basis 
of all reality and that mind and matter 
are not distinct entities. See also 
dualism, pluralism, 

mo-ni-tion (monistFan), n. a warn¬ 
ing; a caution. 

mon-o-car-pic (monakar'pik), adj. 
(in plants) bearing fruit only once and 

then dying. 
mon-o-chro-mat-ic (mon'akromaF- 

ik), adj. of one color, 
mon-o-chro-ma-tism (monakro'- 

matizm), n. a defect of the eye, in 
which no differences of color are per¬ 

ceived. 
mon o chrome (mon'akrom), n. a 
painting or drawing executed in dif¬ 
ferent shades of one color, 

mon-o-coque (mon'akdk), n. a type 
of construction of aircraft, boats, cars, 
etc., in which the fuselage, outer cas¬ 
ing, or skin bears all or most of the 

structural loads. 
mo-noc-ra-cy (monok 'rase), n. autoc¬ 
racy; government by one person, 

mon-o-crat (mon'akrat), n. a believer 

in monocracy. 
mo-noc-u-lar (manok'yalar), adj. 1. 
one-eyed. 2. of, relating to, or adapted 

for one eye, as a telescope, 
mon-o-cul-ture (mon'akulcHar), n. 
the cultivation of only one kind of 

crop. 
mon-o-dac-ty-lous (monadak'talas), 

adj. with only one finger, toe, or claw, 
mo-nod-o-mous (manod'amas), adj. 

living in a single nest, as ants and 
wasps. See also polydomous. 
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mon'O'dra-ma (mon'adrama), n. a 
dramatic work for performance by a 
single person. 

mon-o-dy (mon'ade), n. a threnody 
in which one person laments the 
death of another. 

mo-noe-cious (mane'sHas), adj. her¬ 
maphroditic; gynandromorphic. 

mon-o-fil-a-ment (monafil'amant), 
n. a single, comparatively large fila¬ 
ment of a synthetic fiber, as used in a 
fishing line. 

mo-nog-a-my (manog'ame), n. the 
practice or condition of being married 
to only one person at a time. See also 
polygamy. —mon-o-gam'ic, mo- 
nog'a-mous, adj. —mo-nog'a- 
mist, n. 

mon-o-gen-e-sis (monajen'isis), n. 
the supposed descent of all mankind 
from one couple. Also mo-nog'e-ny. 
—mo-nog'e-nous, mon-o-ge-net'ic, 
adj. 

mon-o-gen-ic (monajen'ik), adj. 
bearing only male offspring or only 
female offspring. 

mo-nog-e-nism (manoj'anizm), n. 
the theory that all mankind descen¬ 
ded from one couple or from one type 
of ancestor. 

mon-o-graph (mon'agraf), n. a trea¬ 
tise on a single subject or single class 
of subjects, as on an author or the 
works of an author. 

mo-nog-y-ny (manoj'ane), n. the cus¬ 
tom or state of having only one wife 
at a time. See also polygyny. —mo- 
nog'y-nist, n. 

mon-o-ki-ni (monake'ne), n. a topless 
bathing suit for women. 

mo-nol-a-try (manol'atre), n. the 
worship of one only god out of a 
number accepted as existing. 

mon-o-lay-er (monala'ar), n. See 
molecular film. 

mon-o-lith (mon^lit/?), n. 1. a single 
large piece of stone or similar ma¬ 
terial. 2. a large political or social 
structure giving an impression of un¬ 
breakable unity. —mon-o-lith'ic, 
adj. 

mon-o-Iogue (mon'alog), n. a long 
uninterrupted speech or dramatic 

presentation by one person speaking 
alone. See also duologue, 

mo-nol-o-gy (manol'aje), n. the prac¬ 
tice or act of a person speaking to him¬ 
self, discoursing at length, or per¬ 
forming a work or part of a work 
which is written for a single person 
speaking alone. 

mon-o-ma-ni-a (monama'nea), n. an 
obsessive enthusiasm for a single 
idea, interest, pursuit, etc. 

mo-nom-er-ous (manom'aras), adj. 
consisting of a single part. 

mon-o-mor-phic(mon3mor,fik),at(7'. 
1. (of an animal or plant) existing in 
only one form. 2. of identical or basi¬ 
cally like structure, 

mon-o-nu-cle-o-sis (mon'anoo'- 
kleo'sis), n. 1. a disease in which the 
blood contains an abnormally large 
number of white blood cells with a 
single nucleus or of the large white 
blood cells which ingest dead or for¬ 
eign material in the blood. 2. See 
infectious mononucleosis, 

mon-o-pet-al-ous (monapet'alas), 
adj. with only one petal, 

mon-o-pha-gia (monafa'ja), n. the 
practice of eating or craving only one 
kind of food, normal in some animals 
but considered a disorder in humans, 

mo-noph-a-gous (manof'agas), adj. 
feeding on one variety of food only. 
See also oligophagous. 

mon-o-pho-bi-a (monafo'bea), n. an 
abnormal dread of being alone. 
— mon o-pho'bic, adj. 

mon-o-phon-ic (monafonhk), adj. 
relating to a system of sound repro¬ 
duction in which a single signal is put 
out whether one or more signals are 
put in. Also monaural. See also 
stereophonic. 

mon-o-phy-let-ic (mon 'ofllet'ik), 
adj. of a biological class whose mem¬ 
bers are descended from the same 
ancestral type. 

mon-o-phyl-lous (monafil'as), adj. 
with a single leaf. 

mon-o-ple-gi-a (monaple'jea), n. pa¬ 
ralysis of one part of the body, as of 
one extremity, muscle, or group of 
muscles. 
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mon-o-pode (mon'apSd), adj. one¬ 
footed. 

mcnop-o-ly (manop'ale), n. the ex¬ 
clusive possession of a trading right 
which makes possible the manipula¬ 
tion of prices. See also duopoly, 
oligopoly. 

mon -o -pol -y -logue (monapol' ilog), 
«. a theatrical piece in which one 
player takes several parts, 

mo-nop sony (manop'sane), n. a 
condition in which there is only one 
buyer in a particular market. See also 
duopsony, oligopsony, 

mon-o-rail (mon'aral), n. a railroad 
in which the track consists of a single 
rail on which the cars balance or from 
which they hang. 

mon o rhi-nous (monarl'nas), adj. 
having only one nostril, as lampreys, 

etc. 
mon-O'rhyme (mon'arlm), n. a poem 
or stanza with all the lines rhyming 

with each other. 
mon-o-so-di-um glu-ta-mate (mon- 
aso'deam gloo'tamat), a white pow¬ 
der manufactured from salt and beet 

molasses and used to intensify the 
flavor of meat and vegetable dishes or 
products. Also sodium glutamate, 

mon o sper mous (monaspur'mas), 

adj. having only a single seed, 
mon o sper my (mon'aspurme), n. 

the fertilizing of an ovum by a single 
spermatozoon. 

mon-o-stom (mon'astom), adj. with 
one stoma or other mouth-like open- 

ing. 
mon-o-the-ism (mon'at/ieizm), n. the 

doctrine that there is only one God. 
mon-o-tone (mon'aton), n. 1. sounds 

or speech continuing or repeated in 
the same pitch. 2. the lade of any 
variation in style, as in writing or 
music. —mon-o-ton-ic (monaton'- 

ik), adj. 
mon-o-treme (mon'atrem), n. any 
mammal of a sub-class of primitive 
egg-layers found in Australasia and 
comprising only the duck-billed 

platypus and spiny anteater. mon- 

o-tre'ma-tous, adj. 
mon-soon (monsoon'), n. the rainy 

season that accompanies the SW 
monsoon wind in southern Asia, 

mon tane (mon'tan), adj. of or relat¬ 
ing to mountainous country, 

mon-teith (montet/i'), n. a punch 
bowl, usually of silver, with a notched 
rim on which punch cups can be hung. 

Mon-tes-so-ri method (mon'tisor'- 
e), a system of training small chil¬ 
dren, devised by the Italian educator 
Maria Montessori (1870—1952), in 
which the main emphasis is on dis¬ 
covery through exercise of the senses, 

mont-gol-fi-er (montgol'fear), n. a 
balloon raised by heated air. 

mon-ti-cule (mon'takyool), n. a small 
mountain or hill; a mound; a sub¬ 
sidiary cone of a volcano, 

moon-calf (moon'kaf), n. a congeni¬ 
tal mentally defective person, 

moot (moot), adj. debatable; on which 
opinions differ. 

mo-quette (moket'), n. a velvety fab¬ 
ric with a thick pile of wool on a cotton 
or jute base, used particularly for up¬ 

holstery. 
mo-raine (maran'), n. a mass of rocks, 

sand, and clay carried along by a 

glacier. 
Mo-ral Re-Ar ma ment (mor'al re- 

ar'mamant), a movement based on 
the theory that absolute morality in 
a person’s private and public life 
leads to a better world. Also Buch- 

manism. 
mor-a-to-ri-um (morator'eam), «., 
pi. mor-a-tor-i-a (morator'ea), mor- 
a-tor-i-ums. a temporary cessation 

of activity, esp. of hostilities, 
mor-bid (mor'bid), adj. 1. given to 

gloomy ideas; of unwholesome mind; 
suggesting a sick mind. 2. gruesome; 
causing dread. —mor-bid'i-ty, n. 

mor-bif-ic (morbif'ik), adj. disease- 
producing. Also mor-bif'i-cal. 

mor-da-cious (morda'sHas), adj. giv¬ 

en to biting. 
mor-dant (mor'dnt), adj. (ofwit, etc.) 
biting, sarcastic. —mor'dan-cy, n. 

mo-res (mor'az), n. pi. the generally 
accepted customs and ways of a soci¬ 
ety which has grown out of its funda¬ 

mental beliefs. 
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mor-ga-nat-ic (morgsnat'ik), adj. of 
or pertaining to a marriage between 
a man of high rank and a woman of 
lower rank in which the wife and any 
children may not lay claim to the 
husband’s rank or property, 

mor-i-bund (moribund), adj. in a 
dying state; at the point of death, 

mo-rose (mams'), adj. of gloomy ill- 
temper; sullenly unsociable, 

mor-pheme (mor'fem), n. the small¬ 
est element in language to have se¬ 
mantic or grammatical meaning. 
—mor-phe'mic, adj. 

mor-phe-mics (morfe'miks), n. the 
study of morphemes, 

mor-phol-o-gy (morfol'aje), n. the 
branch of any science, as biology, 
philology, etc., that deals with form 
and structure. 

mor-ro (mor'o), n. a rounded hill or 
headland. 

mor-ta-del-la (mortadel'a), n. a 
cooked, smoked sausage of pork, 
beef, and pork fat with seasonings 
and garlic. 

mor-tif-er-ous (mortif'aras), adj. fa¬ 
tal; causing death. 

mor-ti-fy (mor'tafl), v. 1. to humiliate; 
to wound a person’s feelings. 2. to 
become gangrenous. —mor-ti-fi-ca' 
tion, n. 

mos-chate (mos'kat), adj. with a 
musky smell. 

moss-back (mos'bak), n. (in collo¬ 
quial usage) a person of old-fashioned 
ideas; a person of extremely con¬ 
servative notions. 

mot (mo), n. a witty saying or remark, 
mote (mdt), n. a dust particle, 
moth-er-of-pearl (muTH 'aravpurF), 

an iridescent hard lining of some 
shells, as that of the pearl oyster; 
nacre. 

mo-tile (mot'l), adj. capable of mo¬ 
tion; in motion. 

motion sickness, a feeling of sickness 
and nausea resulting from the mo¬ 
tion on a ship, car, etc. See also nau- 
pathia. 

mot juste (moZHYst'), French, an ex¬ 
pression or word that conveys pre¬ 
cisely the right shade of meaning. 

mou-jik (mooZHik'), n. muzhik, 
mou-lage (moolaZH'), n. a plaster-of- 
Paris mold of objects or imprints, as 
of footprints for identification pur¬ 

poses. 
mou-lin (moolaN'), n. a circular shaft 

in a glacier or the bedrock beneath it 
caused by water formed from ice or 
snow melting on its surface falling 
through a crevasse, 

mountain sickness, a disorder oc¬ 
curring in the rarefied air at high alti¬ 
tude and characterized by difficulty 
in breathing, muscular weakness, 
mental lethargy, headache, and nau¬ 
sea. 

mountain wave, steep wave-like air 
currents that occur when fast-flowing 
air meets an abruptly rising moun¬ 
tain range. 

moun-te-bank (moun'tabaNGk), n. 
an itinerant seller of quack remedies 
who attracts buyers by patter and 
tricks performed on a platform in a 
public place; any trickster or charla¬ 
tan. 

mousse (moos), n. a cold dish based 
on frothy whipped cream or cream 
and egg-white with a sweet or a meaty 
flavoring set in a mold, sometimes by 
gelatin. 

mousse-line (mooslen'), n. any dish 
made light and fluffy by the addition 
of beaten egg white or whipped 
cream. Also chantilly. 

mousse-line de soie (mooslenda- 
swa'), French, a fine, stiff fabric of 
silk or rayon. 

mou-ton-nee (mdotana'), adj. scat¬ 
tered with rounded rocks that have 
been smoothed and shaped by glacial 
action. Also mou-ton-need'. 

Mo-vie-o-la (moo'veo'la), n. the 
trademark of a motion-picture view¬ 
ing device for use by one person who 
can control its movement and speed; 
used in film editing, 

mox-a (mok'sa), n. down from the 
dried leaves of certain plants or some 
similarly downy substance for form¬ 
ing into a cone or cylinder to be put 
on the skin and burned as a counter- 
irritant for gout, etc. 
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mox-ie (mok'se), n. (in colloquial use) 
verve; nerve; vigorous assertiveness, 

moz-za-rel-la (motsareEb), n. a 
mild, soft, white cheese, originally 
made in Italy. 

mu ced i nous (myoosedbnas), adj. 
of or like mold or mildew, 

mu-cif-er-ous (myoosifbras), adj. se¬ 
creting or containing mucus, 

mu-cip-a-rous (myoosipbras), adj. 
muciferous. 

mu-coid (myoo'koid), adj. mucus¬ 

like. Also mu-coEdal. 
mu co pu ru lent (myookapyoor'- 

yalant), adj. consisting of or bearing 
mucus and pus. 

mu-cor (myoo'kar), n. any fungus 
that forms a fur-like layer on food 
and dead or dying plants, 

mu-co-sa (myobko'sa), n.,pl. mu-co- 
saeCmyookd'se). mucous membrane, 

mucous membrane, the moist, in¬ 
ner-surface lining of hollow organs of 
the body that provides them with 
lubrication. 

mu-cro (myocEkro), n., pi. mu-cro¬ 
nes (myookrcEnez). a pointed pro¬ 
jection on a botanical or zoological 
organ, as on a leaf or feather, 

mu-cro-nate (myocEkronit), adj. hav¬ 
ing a mucro. Also mu'cro-nat-ed. 

mu-cus (myocEkas), n. a slimy fluid 
secreted by mucous membrane. 

—mu'cous, adj. 
mu-dra (madra'), n. any of the ges¬ 
tures of the hand in the classical danc¬ 
ing of India, each representing a 

particular feeling. 
muen-ster (mbon'star), n. a mild, 
semi-hard, fermented whole milk 
cheese often flavored with caraway 

or anise seed. 
muf-ti (muEte), n. civilian clothes 
worn by one who usually wears a uni¬ 
form or distinguished from uniform, 

mug wump (mug'wump), n. 1. one 
who acts independently of political 
parties or affects superiority in poli¬ 
tical or other issues. 2. one who cannot 
decide his views or who takes a neutral 
view in political or other issues, 

mu-jik (mobzHik,)) n. muzhik, 
muk-luk (muk'luk), n. a soft boot 

worn by Eskimos, usually of seal or 
reindeer skin and fur-lined, 

mulch (mulcH), n. 1. a layer of straw, 
leaves, compost, etc., spread on soil 
to enrich it, to conserve moisture, or 
to protect the roots of plants. —v. 2. 
to apply a mulch. 

mulct (mulkt), v. 1. to exact money 
from a person by fraud, by fine, etc. 
—n. 2. a fine, penalty, or other meth¬ 
od used to exact money, 

mu-le-ta (mooliEta), n. a red cloth on 
a stick used in a bullfight by a matador 
to entice and divert the bull. See also 
capa. 

mul-ey (myocEle), adj. (of cattle) 
hornless; polled. 

mu-li-eb-ri-ty (myoo'leeb, rite), n. the 
characteristics and qualities of wom¬ 

en. 
mul-ler (muEar), n. a machine for 

grinding. 
mul-li-ga-taw-ny (mulbgato'ne), n. 

a curry-flavored soup, originally of 

the E. Indies. 
mul-tan-gu-lar (multaNG'gyalar), 

adj. with many angles, 
mul-ti-cel-lu-lar (multiseEyalar), 

adj. consisting of more than one cell, 
mul-ti-far-i-ous (multafer'eas), adj. 

of many kinds, parts, forms, etc. 
mul-ti-fid (muEtafid), adj. divided in¬ 

to many parts or lobes, 
mul-ti-flo-rous (multiflorbs), adj. 

bearing many flowers, 
mul-ti-fo-li-ate (multafo'leit), adj. 

having many leaves or leaflets, 
mul-ti-lat-er-al (multilatbral), adj. 

having many sides. 
mul-ti-loc-u-lar(multilok'yabr),a«iy. 

consisting of more than one cell or 

chamber. 
mul-ti-nom-i-nal (multinombnl), n. 

having many names, 
mul-ti-nu-cle-ar (multinoo'klear), 

adj. having more than one nucleus, 
mul-tip-a-ra (multipbra), n.,pl. mul- 

tip-a-rae (multipbre). a woman 
pregnant for the second or further 
time; a woman who has borne more 

than one child. 
mul-ti-par-tite (multipar'tit), adj. di¬ 

vided into many parts. 
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mul-ti-ped (mul'taped), adj. having 
many feet. Also muPti-pede. 

multiple sclerosis, a progressive dis¬ 
ease of the nervous system in which 
small areas of the spinal cord and the 
brain lose their function with resul¬ 
tant speech disturbance and muscu¬ 
lar incoordination. 

mul-ti-plex (mul'tapleks), adj. 1. 
manifold; having many elements. 2. 
relating to radio, television, tele¬ 
phone, or telegraph equipment able 
to carry more than one signal at a 
time. 

mul ti-plicate (mul'taplikaP), adj. 
manifold; having many and varied 
forms or elements. 

mul-ti-plic-i-ty (multaplis'ite), n. a 
great number; a great and varied 
number. 

mul-ti-ver-si-ty (multovur'site), n. a 
university with several separate cam¬ 
puses. 

mul-tiv-o-cal (multiv'akal), adj. hav¬ 
ing more than one meaning. 

mul-tum in par-vo (mbbl'tdbm in 
paPvb), Latin, a great deal in little 
space or compass. 

mum mer (mumbr), n. a person 
wearing a mask or fancy dress at some 
festive gathering or masquerade. 
—mum'mer-y, n. 

mun dane (mundan'), adj. relating 
to the world or universe; worldly; 
earthly. 

mun-di-fy (mun'dafT), v. to free from 
noxious matter, as a wound, an ulcer, 
the blood, etc. 

mun-go (muNG^gd), n. a cloth or yarn 
made from heavily felted woolen 
rags. Also mongo. 

mu-nif-i-cent (myooniPisant), adj. 
liberal in giving; splendidly gen¬ 
erous. 

mun-tin (mun'tn), n. a bar for hold¬ 
ing window panes within the main 
framework. 

mure (mybor), v. to immure; to im¬ 
prison; to shut up. 

mu-rex (myobr'eks), n., pi. mu-ri-ces 
(myoor'isez), mu-rex-es. the mol- 
lusk common to tropical seas and 
giving a reddish-purple dye that was 

used in the ancient world esp. for the 
garments of royalty or rulers, 

mu-ri-cate (mybor'akat), adj. having 
or covered with short, pointed pro¬ 
jections. Also rmPri-cat-ed. 

murmur (muPmar), n. an abnormal 
noise arising within the heart because 
of alteration of blood flow, esp. such 
as is caused by faulty valves, and au¬ 
dible through a stethoscope. Also 
heart murmur. 

mur-rey (mur'e), n. a deep reddish- 
purple color. 

mu-sa-ceous (myooza'sHas), adj. of 
or relating to the genus of plants that 
includes the plantain or banana, 

musc-ae vo-li-tan-tes (mus'e vol'i- 
tan'tez), dark spots that seem to float 
before the eyes, due to an eye defect, 

mus-ca-tel (muskateP), n. a strong 
sweet white wine made from muscat 
grapes. 

mus-cid (mus'id), adj. of or relating 
to the family of insects that includes 
the common housefly, 

mus-cu-la-ture (mus'kyalaCHar), n. 
the system or arrangement of muscles 
in an animal’s body or part of a body, 

mu-se-ol-o-gy (myob'zeoPaje), n. the 
study of the administration and func¬ 
tioning of a museum, 

mu-si-col-o-gy (myobzakoPaje), n. 
all aspects of the study of music ex¬ 
cept performance or composition, as 
musical theory, historical research, 
etc. 

mu-sique con-crete (mYzek'koN- 
kreP), French, music contrived from 
various sounds, made both by musi¬ 
cal instruments and other objects, 
recorded and often distorted elec¬ 
tronically. See also electronic mu¬ 
sic. 

mus-keg (mus'keg), n. a waterlogged 
depression in the sub-arctic zone of 
Canada, commonly with a ground 

covering of sphagnum moss and 
sedge and with a scattering of lakes 
and stunted trees. 

mus-lin (muzMin), n. a fine cotton 
fabric usually of plain weave, varying 
in thickness according to its purpose, 
as for making into diapers, girls’ and 
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ladies’ dresses, curtains, sheets, etc. 
muS’Srta-tion (musita'sHan), n. si¬ 

lent imitation of the lip movements 
made in speech. 

mus-tedine (mus'talTn), adj. of or 
relating to the family that includes 
the weasels, badgers, otters, etc. 

musth (must), n. a state of dangerous 
frenzy occurring periodically in male 
elephants and camels and accom¬ 
panied by the secretion of an oily 
fluid from glands above the mouth. 
Also must. 

mu-ta-gen (myoo'tajin), n. any sub¬ 
stance that can give rise to a mutation, 

mu-ta-gerre’sis (myootajen'isis), n. 
the origin and process of mutation, 

mu-ta-gen-ic (myootajen'ik), n. cap¬ 
able of giving rise to mutation, 

mu-tant (myoot'nt), adj. 1. in the pro¬ 
cess of mutating. —n. 2. the product 
of a mutation, as a new type of gene, 

cell, or organism. 
mudate (myoo'tat), v. to change, as 

in form or character, 
mudadion (myoota'sHan), n. 1. the 
process of changing; a change, as in 
form or character. 2. a sudden biolo¬ 
gical change from the parent form 
due to the alteration of a chromo¬ 

some. 
mudadis mu-tan-dis (moota'tes 
mootan'des), Latin, after making the 

necessary changes. 
mudrcous (myoo'takas), adj. (in bi¬ 

ology) having no pointed defensive 
projections, as thorns, spines, claws, 

etc. 
mutdsm (myoo'tizm), n. a deliberate 
or unconscious refusal to reply when 
questioned, a feature of some mental 

illnesses. 
mudo-scope (myoo'taskop), n. a ma¬ 

chine in which a series of sequential 
pictures on cards is mounted radially 
on a drum which is rotated to cause 
the cards to spring up and become 
visible rapidly in turn through the 
eyepiece, thus giving the viewer the 
impression of seeing a motion pic¬ 

ture. _ _ 
muu'muu (moo'moo), n. a simple 

straight loose dress, often bright in 

color or pattern, originally the gar¬ 
ment worn by Hawaiian women, 

mu-zhik, mou-jik, mu-jik (moo- 
ZHik^), n. a Russian peasant, 

myal-gi-a (mlaRjea), n. pain in the 
muscles; muscular rheumatism. Also 
myoneuralgia. 

my-as-the-ni-a (mlasi/ze'nea), n. an 
abnormal weakness in a muscle, 

myasthenia gra-vis (gra'vis), a dis¬ 
ease of the muscles, characterized by 
progressive loss of the power to con¬ 
tract, resulting in paralysis if not 
treated. 

myadcvni-a (mlato'nea), n. abnorm¬ 
ally deficient muscle tone. 

myatTO’phy^Ia'trafe),^. Seemyo- 
atrophy. 

my-col'O-gy (mikoRaje), n. the scien¬ 
tific study of fungi, lichens, etc. 
— my-coRo-gist, n. 

my-co-sis (mlko'sis), n. the presence 
in a body of any parasitic fungi, as 
ringworm. 

my co-stat (mRkostat), n. a substance 
that prevents or represses the growth 
of fungi on vegetable or animal mat¬ 

ter. 
my-drra-sis (midrRasis), n. an ab¬ 
normal dilatation of the pupil of the 
eye, due to drugs, disease, etc. 
—myd’rraRic, adj. 

myedin (mRalin), n. a soft, white, 
fatty substance forming a sheath 
around larger nerve fibers, 

myedidis (mialRtis), n. inflamma¬ 
tion of the substance of the spinal 
cord or of the bone marrow, 

my-edo-gram (mRalogramO, n. an 
x-ray photograph of the spinal cord 
after introducing a radio-opaque 
substance into the spinal fluid, 

myedog-ra-phy (mlalog'rafe), n.the 
taking and developing of myelo¬ 

grams. 
my-edoid (mRaloid), adj. 1. relating 

to the spinal cord. 2. relating to mar¬ 

row. 
myda-sis (mRasis), n., pi. myda’ses 

(mRasez). any disease caused by lar¬ 

vae of flies infesting body tissues or 

cavities. 
mydo-hyoid (ml'lohRoid), adj. re- 
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lating to or near the lower jaw and 
hyoid bone. 

myo-at-ro-phy (mToa'trafe), n. atro¬ 
phy of muscle tissue. Also myat¬ 
rophy. 

myo-car-di-al in-farc-tion (mla- 
kar'deal infark'sHan), the destruc¬ 
tion of part of the heart muscle due to 
interruption of its blood supply, as in 
a coronary thrombosis, 

my o car-di-o gram (mlakar'dea- 
gram'), n. the record produced by a 
myocardiograph. 

myo-car-di-o-graph (mlakar'dea- 
graf'), n. an instrument for making a 
graphic record of the muscular acti¬ 
vity of the heart. 

myo-car-di'tis (ml'okardl'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of the heart muscle, as in 
rheumatic fever. 

myo-car di-um (miakar'deam), n. 
the muscular substance of the heart, 

myo-clo-ni-a (mlaklo'nea), n. a dis¬ 
ease characterized by myoclonus, 

myo-clcrnus (mlokHanas), n. muscle 
spasm in which violent contractions 
and relaxations occur in rapid suc¬ 
cession. 

myo-cyte (ml'aslt), n. a contractile 
cell, present esp. in sphincters, 

my-o-e-de-ma (mT'Side'ma), n. 
swelling of a muscle due to an in¬ 
crease in its fluid content, as in in¬ 
flammation. 

myo-gen-ic (mlajen'ik), adj. arising 

spontaneously in a muscle indepen¬ 
dently of nervous stimuli, 

myo-glo-bin (mlaglS'bin), n. a vari¬ 
ety of hemoglobin occurring in mus¬ 
cle fibers and differing from blood 
hemoglobin in carrying more oxygen 
and less carbon monoxide and in hav¬ 
ing a smaller molecular weight. Also 
myo-he-mo-glo'bin. 

myo-gram (ml'agram), n. the record 
made by a myograph. 

myo'graph (ml'agraf), n. an instru¬ 
ment for making a graphic record of 
muscular contractions and relax¬ 
ations. 

myo-he-mo-glo-bi-nu-ri-a (ml'- 
ahe'maglo'banoor'ea), n. a medical 
condition in which myoglobin is 

present in the urine. Also myo'glo* 

brnu'ri-a. 
myo'kym'i-a (mlakim'ea), n. a 

twitch in a segment of a muscle. 
myol-O'gy (mTol'aje), n. the scienti¬ 

fic study of muscles. 
myo,ma(mIo,m3), n.,pl. myo-mas, 
myo’ma-ta (mloi'mata). a tumor 
consisting of muscle tissue, 

myo-neu-ral (mlanoor'al), adj. of or 
relating to muscle and nerve, 

myo-neu-ral-gia (ml'Snboral'ja), n. 
See myalgia. 

myo-neu-ras-the-ni-a (ml'andor'- 
ast/ie'nea), n. muscular weakness in 
conjunction with nervous debility, 

my-op-a-thy (mlop'atAe), n. any dis¬ 
ease or abnormality affecting the 
muscles. 

myo'pi'a (mlo'pea), n. near-sighted¬ 

ness ; a condition of the eye in which 
the rays .from distant objects are 
brought to a focus before they reach 
the retina and so produce a blurred 
image. See also hypermetropia. 
—my-op'ic, adj. 

my-o-psychop-a-thy (mT'osTkop'a- 
the), n. a muscle disease or abnorm¬ 
ality' in association with mental dis¬ 
order. 

myo'Scope (ml'askop), n. an instru¬ 
ment for observing the functioning 
of muscles. 

myo-sis (mlo'sis), n. miosis, 
myot-o-my (mTot'ame), n. surgical 
incision into a muscle, 

myo'to-ni'a (mlatS'nea), n. a dis¬ 
order characterized by difficulty in 
relaxation of muscles after voluntary 
effort; muscular rigidity, 

myr-rad (mir'ead), n. a huge num¬ 
ber; ten thousand. 

myr-i-a'gram (mir'eagram'), n. a 
unit used in the measurement of 
weight, equal to 10,000 grams. Ab¬ 
brev. : myg. 

myr-i-a-li-ter (mir'eale'tar), n. a unit 
used in the measurement of capacity, 
equal to 10,000 liters. Abbrev.: myl. 

myrd-a-me'ter (mir'eame'tar), n. a 
unit used in measuring distance, 
equal to 10,000 meters. Abbrev.: 
mym. 
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myr-i-a-pod (mir'eapod), n. a many¬ 
legged arthropod of the class com¬ 
prising centipedes and millipedes, 

myjri-are (mir'eer'), n. a unit used in 
measuring area, equal to 10,000 ares, 

myr-me-col-o-gy (murmakoEaje), n. 
the scientific study of ants, 

myr me coph a gous (murmakoF- 
agas), adj. ant-eating; adapted for 
feeding on ants or termites, as the 
long, extensile tongue of anteaters. 

myi-me-co-phile (mur'makofTl'), n. 
an insect of another species living in 
an ant colony. — myr-me-coph'i- 

lous, adj. 
myfmi-don (mur'midon), n. one 

who follows and obeys his master or 
leader without question or scruple; 
a hired ruffian. 

myso-phil-i-a (mTsafil'ea), n. a men¬ 
tal abnormality characterized by an 
attraction to filth and dirt, 

my-so-pho-bi-a (mlsafo'bea), n. a 
mental abnormality characterized by 

dread of filth or dirt, 
mys-ta-gogue (mis'tagog), n. an ins¬ 
tructor in mystical doctrines; one 
who instructs persons before they 
take part in religious mysteries or 

sacraments. 
mysdique (mistek,)) n. an atmo¬ 

sphere of mystery or mysterious 
power surrounding a profession or 
pursuit, as the mystique of medicine, 
the mystique of wine-drinking. 

myth-o-ma-nra (mithama'nea), n. 
telling lies to an abnormal extent, 

myth-o-poe-ia (mit/jape'a), n. a 
mythopoeic act, trait, etc. 

myth-o-poedc (mii/iape'ik), adj. 
causing a myth to arise. 

myx-as-theTii-a (miksast^e'nea), n. 
deficiency in mucus secretion, 

mp e de-ma (mikside'ma), n. a dis¬ 
ease characterized by the slowing of 
mental processes and increased thick¬ 
ness of skin, associated with a defi¬ 
ciency of thyroid secretion, 

myx-o-ma (mikso'ma), n., pi. myx- 
o-mas, myx-o-ma-ta (mikso'mata). 

a tumor of mucoid tissue, 
myx-o-ma-to'sis (mik 'samato'sis), n. 

1. the presence of many myxomas. 2. 
an infectious disease of rabbits, intro¬ 
duced into England and Australia to 
curb the number of rabbits, 

myx-o-neu-ro-sis (mik'sonooro'sis), 
n.,pl. myx-o-neu-ro-ses (mik'sbndo- 
ro'sez). a neurosis characterized by 
excessive secretions of the respira¬ 
tory or intestinal mucous mem¬ 

branes. 
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Na-bi (na'bej, n. a school of late nine¬ 
teenth century French painters who 
used flat shapes and strong colors in 
their work. See also Synthetism. 

na-bob (na'bob), n. a man of great 
wealth, esp. one who has made his 
fortune in India or some other eastern 
country. 

na-cre (na'kar), n. mother-of-pearl, 
na-cre-ous (na'kreas), adj. having the 

appearance of mother-of-pearl, 
na-dir (na'dor), n. a point in the celes¬ 

tial sphere immediately opposite the 
zenith and vertically downward from 
a given position. 

nai-ad (na'ad), n., pi. nai-ads, nai-a- 
des (na'adez). a nymph of classical 
mythology associated with lakes, 
springs, and rivers, 

nain-sook (nan'sook), n. a soft cotton 
fabric used for underwear and babies’ 
clothes. 

nais-sance (na^sans), n. the origin or 
development of an organization, 
concept, movement, etc. 

nal-ox-one (naFokson), n. a short¬ 
term drug being researched as an 
antidote to heroin; made from the- 
baine. 

na-ma-ste (num'asta), n. a customary 
expression used by Hindus when 
greeting or saying good-bye. 

na nism (na'nizm), n. abnormal 
smallness in build or size; the condi¬ 
tion of being a dwarf. 

na-no-cu-rie (ntFnakyoor'e), n. a 
billionth of a curie, 

na-no-far-ad (na'nafarod), n. a bil¬ 
lionth of a farad. 

na-no-hen-ry (na'nahen're), n. a bil¬ 
lionth of a henry. 

na-noid (na^noid), ad), abnormally 
small; dwarfish. 

na-no me ter (na'nametar), n. a mil¬ 
lionth of a millimeter, 

na-no-sec-ond (na'nasekand), n. a 
billionth of a second, 

na-no-watt (na'nawot), n. a billionth 
of a watt. 

Nan-sen bottle (nan'son), a self¬ 
closing receptacle for collecting sam¬ 
ples of sea water at great depth, 

na-os (na'os), n. a temple, 

na-palm (na'pam), n. a jellified, 
highly inflammable fuel used in the 
manufacture of incendiary bombs, 
flamethrowers, etc. 

na-pi-form (na'pgform), adj. having 
the shape of a turnip, 

na-po-le-on (nopoHean), n. a pastry 
made of paper-thin layers of puff 
paste filled with cream, 

na-prap-a-thy (naprap'at/?e), n. treat¬ 
ment of disease by manipulation of 
the joints or massage based on the 
theory that illness results from dis¬ 
orders in connective tissue, 

nar-cis-sism (nar'sisizm), n. 1. ex¬ 
cessive admiration of oneself; self- 
love. 2. love of one’s own body; erotic 
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stimulus derived from this. —nar¬ 
cissistic, adj. 

nar-co-a-nal-y-sis (nar'koanal'isis), 
n. the psychological analysis of a pa¬ 
tient under the influence of relaxing 

drugs. 
nar-co-di-ag-no-sis (nar,kodI'^gn5,- 

sis), n. diagnosis of psychiatric dis¬ 
orders with the use of drugs. 

nar-co-lep-sy (nar'kalep'se), n. a 
condition characterized by an over¬ 
whelming desire for brief periods of 

deep sleep. 
nar-co-ma (narkd'ma), n., pi. narco- 
mas, nar-co-ma-ta (narko'mata). a 
state of partial unconsciousness re¬ 
sulting from the use of narcotics. 

nar-co-ma-ni-a (narkama'nea), n. 1. 
an abnormal desire for drugs to re¬ 
lieve pain, etc. 2. psychopathy caused 
by addiction to narcotics. 

nar-cose (nar'kSs), adj. in a state of 
partial unconsciousness or stupor. 

nar-co-sis (narko'sis), n. a state of un¬ 
consciousness or stupor, esp. one 
produced by drugs, extremes of tem¬ 

perature, etc. 
nar-co-syn-the-sis (narkosin't&isis), 

n. treatment of mental disorders by 

the use of drugs. 
nar-co-ther-a-py (narkbt/zer'ape), n. 

treatment of mental illness by the in¬ 
jection of barbiturates into the veins. 

nar-co-tism (nar'katizm), n. the habit 
of taking narcotics regularly; drug 

addiction. 
nar-cot-ic (narkot'ik), n. any of a 
number of drugs which, when used 
in moderate quantities, induce un¬ 
consciousness, sleep, and insensibil¬ 

ity to pain, but in large doses cause 
stupor or convulsions and may be 

habit forming. 
nar-co-tize (nar'katlz), v. to stupefy 
or render insensible by means of a 

narcotic. 
nard (nard), n. an aromatic ointment 

used in antiquity, supposedly ex¬ 

tracted from the spikenard. Also 

spikenard. 
nar-es (ner'ez), n. pi., sing, nar-is 

(ner'is). the nostrils or nasal cavities. 

—nar'i-al, adj. 

nar-ghi-le (nar'gale), n. an Oriental 
pipe in which the smoke is passed 
through water to cool it before being 
inhaled; hookah. 

nas-cent (nas'snt), adj. coming into 
existence; about to develop, 

na-so-fron-tal (na'zbfrun'tl), adj. re¬ 
lating to the nose or the frontal bones 
of the forehead. 

na-so-lac-ri-mal (nazdlak'ramal), 
adj. relating to the nose and the lac¬ 
rimal ducts and glands, 

na-sol-o-gy (nazol'aje), n. the study of 
the nose. 

na-so-pal-a-tine (nazopalOtln), adj. 
relating to the nose and the palate, 

na-so-phar-ynx (na'zofar'iNGks), n., 
pi. na-so-pha-ryn-ges (na'zofarin'- 
jez), na-so-phar-ynx-es. the upper 
part of the pharynx, behind the soft 
palate and continuous with the nasal 
passages. —na-so-pha-ryn'geal, adj. 

na-so-scope (na'zaskop), n. a medical 
instrument for examining the nasal 

passages; rhinoscope. 
na-tant (nat'nt), adj. floating in water; 

swimming. 
na-ta-tion (nata'snsn), «. the action 

of swimming. 
na-ta-tor (na'tatar), n. one who swims, 
na-ta-to-ri-al (natatorial), adj. relat¬ 

ing to or adapted for swimming, 
na-ta-to-ri-um (natatoriam), «., pi. 
na-ta-to-ri-ums, na-ta-to-ri-a (nata- 
tor'ea). an indoor swimming pool, 

na-tes (na'tez), n. pi. the buttocks, 
nat-u-ral-ism (naCH'aralizm), n. 1. 

(in literature) a theory advocating a 
completely realistic and scientifically 
objective approach to the depiction 
of life. 2. (in art) the treatment of 
forms and colors exactly as they are 

in nature. 
na-tur-o-path (na'cHarapat/z), n. one 
who is a practitioner of naturopathy, 

na-tur-op-a-thy (naCHarop'at^e), n. 
the treatment of disease which lays 
stress on the assistance of the natural 
healing processes by the use of exer¬ 

cise, heat, etc. 
nau-ma-chi-a (noma'kea), n.,pl. nau- 

ma-chi-ae (noma'kee), nau-ma-chi- 
as. a spectacle presented by the an- 
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cient Romans depicting a mock naval 

battle. 
nau-path-i-a (nopath'ea), n. seasick¬ 

ness. See also motion sickness, 
nautch (noCH), n. an Oriental dance 

characterized by lithe, supple move¬ 
ments. Also nautch dance, 

na-vette (naveP), n. a gem, as a dia¬ 
mond, cut in the shape of an oval with 
many faces. 

na-vic-u-lar (navik'yalar), adj. 
shaped like a boat; scaphoid. Also 
na-vi-cu-lar-e (navik'yaler'e). 

N-bomb. See neutron bomb. 
Ne-an-der-thal man (nean'dart/zol), 
an extinct species of man inhabiting 
Europe and western Asia in the 
Paleolithicperiod. —Ne-an-der-thal- 
oid (nean'dartAodoid), adj., n. 

neap (nep), adj. relating to tides of 
minimum range. 

neat1 (net), adj. unmixed; straight, as 
whiskey. 

neat2 (net), n., pi. neat, a bovine 
mammal. 

neb-u-la (neb'yala), n., pi. neb-u-lae 
(neb'yale), neb-u-las. 1. a luminous 
or daric shape in the sky consisting of 
gases and dust. 2. a star surrounded 
by a gaseous envelope. 3. a galaxy 
lying outside the Milky Way. 

neb-u-lose (neb'yalas), adj. resem¬ 
bling a cloud in shape. —neb-u-los'i- 
ty, n. 

neb-udous (neb'yalas), adj. indis¬ 
tinct; hazy; vague. 

ne-ces-si-tous (nases'itas), adj. 
needy; in want; poor, 

ne-cre-mi-a (nakre'mea), n. a patho¬ 
logical condition characterized by the 
circulation in the blood stream of a 
large number of dead erythrocytes, 

ne-cre-mi-a (nakre'mea), n. a patho- 
death of tissue or cells as a result of 
age or wear. 

ne-crol-a-try (nakrol'atre), n. the 
worship of the dead, 

ne-crol-o-gy (nakroPaje), n. an obit¬ 
uary notice. 

necromancy (nek'raman'se), n. 
sorcery; witchcraft. —nec'ro-man- 
cer, n. 

nec-ro-mi-me-sis (nek'romime'sis), 

n. a morbid mental state in which the 
sufferer believes himself to be dead, 

ne-croph-a-gous (nakrof'agas), adj. 

normally feeding on corpses or car¬ 

rion. 
nec-ro-phil-i-a (nekrafiPea), n. amor- 
bid sexual attraction for dead bodies. 

Also ne-croph'i-Iism. 
nec-ro-pho-bi-a (nekrafo'bea), n. a 
morbid horror of death or of the dead. 

ne-crop-o-lis (nakrop'alis), n. a large 

cemetery. 
nec-rop-sy (nek'ropse), n. a post¬ 

mortem examination. Also ne-cros' 

co-py. 
ne-crose (nekrhsO, v. to cause or be 

affected with necrosis, 
ne-cro-sis (nakro'sis), n. the localized 
death of a tissue or organ inside a 
living body. 

nec-tar-ous (nek'taras), adj. sweet; 
pleasing to the taste, 

ne-far-i-ous (nifer'eas), adj. very 
wicked; evil. 

neg-a-tron (neg'atron), n. See elec¬ 
tron. 

ne-gus (ne'gas), n. a drink made of 
wine, hot water, lemon, sugar, and 

nutmeg. 
nem-a-tode (nenrPatSd), n. an elon¬ 

gated roundworm, cylindrical in 
shape. 

nem-a-tol-o-gy (nematoPaje), n. the 
scientific study of nematodes. 

Nem-bu-tal (neirPbyatol), n. a trade¬ 
mark for pentobarbital, 

ne-mer-te-an (nimur'tean), n. any of 
a group of marine worms usually 
found in mud or sand on seashores, 

ne-o-clas-sic (ne'Sklas'ik), adj. 1. re¬ 
lating to the literature of the 17th 
century which revived and adapted 
the style of classical antiquity. 2. re¬ 
lating to a style of art and sculpture, 
originating in the mid-18th century, 
which derived its discipline from the 
style of classical antiquity. 

Ne-o-clas-si-cism (ne'oklas'isizm), 
n. a style of architecture of the late 
18th and early 19th centuries which 
was derived directly from the models 
of classical antiquity, 

ne-o-for-ma-tion (ne'hformiPsHan), 
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n. a tumor or abnormal growth in a 
tissue. 

Ne-o-gene (ne'ajen), adj. 1. relating 
to the latter half of the Tertiary period 
and including the Pliocene and Mio¬ 
cene. —n. 2. the Neogene period. 
See also Paleogene, 

ne-odith (ne'alit/j), n. a stone tool of 
the Neolithic period. 

Ne-odithdc (nealit/z'ik), adj. relating 
to the latter part of the Stone Age 
characterized by the use of polished 
stone implements. See also Meso¬ 
lithic, Paleolithic, 

ne-olo-gism (neoPajizm), n. a new 
word, usage, or idiom in a language. 
Also ne-oPo-gy. 

ne-O'mycin (ne'omPsin), n. an anti¬ 
biotic used against certain infections, 

ne-o-nate (ne'anat), n. a newborn 
child. —ne-o-na'tal, adj. 

ne-O'phyte (ne'afit), n. a novice or 
beginner. 

ne-o-plasm (ne'aplazm), n. a new and 
abnormal growth of tissue, 

ne-o-plas-ty (ne'aplas'te), n. the re¬ 
pairing of damaged tissue, etc., by 

plastic surgery. 
ne'O-prene (ne'apren), n. a synthetic 

rubber having a high resistance to 

oils, etc. 
Ne o-Ro man ti cism (ne'oroman'- 

tisizm), n. any movement in litera¬ 
ture, architecture, or the arts that is 
characterized by a return to a more 

romantic style. 
ne-ot-cny (neoPane), n. the achieve¬ 
ment of sexual maturity during the 

larval stage. 
ne-o-terdc (neater'ik), adj. modern; 

recent. 
ne'Ot-er-ism (neoParizm), n. a new 

word or expression, 
nco-type (ne'atlp), n. a biological 

specimen that replaces a lost or des¬ 

troyed holotype. 
ne-pendhe (nipen't/ze), n. anything 
which brings forgetfulness of sorrow 
or suffering. — ne-pen'the-an, ad). 

neph-a-nal-ysis (nefanaPisis), n. a 

chart showing cloud patterns, distri¬ 

bution, and precipitation, 
neph-edom-e-ter (nefalom'itar), n. 

an apparatus for determining the 
density of suspensions by the mea¬ 
surement of scattered light, 

neph-o-gram (nePagram), n. a pho¬ 
tograph of cloud formations, 

neph-o-graph (nePagraf), n. an ap¬ 
paratus for photographing clouds, 

ne-phol-o-gy (nefoPaje), n. the scien¬ 
tific study of clouds, 

ne-phom-eder (nefonPitar), n. an 
instrument that measures the propor¬ 
tion of sky covered by cloud, 

neph-o-scope (nePaskop), n. an ap¬ 
paratus that measures the height, 
direction, and velocity of clouds, 

ne-phral-gi-a (nafraPjea), n. pain in 
the kidneys. 

ne-phrec-to-my (nafrek'tame), n. the 

removal of a kidney by surgery, 
ne-phridd-um (nafrid'eam), n., pi. 
ne’phrid-ra (nafrid'ea). the tubular 
excretory organ characteristic of 

many invertebrates. 
nephTism (nePrizm), n. ill health 

resulting from chronic kidney dis¬ 

ease. 
ne-phritdc (nafriPik), adj. relating to 

or suffering from nephritis, 
ne'phri-tis (nafrPtis), n. inflamma¬ 
tion of the kidneys, 

ne phrog e nous (nafroj'anas), adj. 
developing in or proceeding from the 
kidney. Also neph-ro-gendc (nefra- 

jen'ik). 
neph-rodith (nePraliPi), n. a stone in 

the kidney. 
neph-rodi-thot-o-my (nef'roliP?oP- 

ame), n. the opening of a kidney to 

remove a stone. 
ne-phrol-o-gy (nafrol'aje), n. the 
study of the kidney and its functions, 

neph-rodytdc (nefraliPik), adj. tend¬ 
ing to destroy the kidney cells, 

neph-ron (nePron), n. a functional 
part of the kidney of vertebrates, 

ne-phrop-a-thy (nafrop'athe), rt. a 
disease which affects the kidneys, 

ne-phro-sis (nafro'sis), n. a degener¬ 
ative kidney disease of the renal tu¬ 

bules. 
ne-phrot-o-my (nafroPame), n. sur¬ 

gical incision into the kidneys, esp. 

for removing a stone. 
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neph-ro-tox-ic (nefratok'sik), adj. 
having a toxic effect on the kidney 
cells. 

neplusuHra(nepldoso6Ftra),Lafz>z. 

the highest degree; culminating 
point. 

nep-o-tism (nepGtizm), n. favoritism 
shown toward relatives, esp. by a 
person in a high position in business, 
politics, etc. 

ne*rit-ic (nariFik), adj. relating to or 
forming the belt of shallow waters 
near land. 

nerve gas, any of various gases that 
damage the nervous system. 

ner*vule (nuFvyool), n. a small nerve 
found in the wing of insects, 

ner-vu-ra-tion (nurvyara'sHan), n. 
the arrangement of veins on an in¬ 
sect’s wing. Also ner-vu-la'tion. 

ner-vure (nuFvyoor), n. 1. one of the 
veins that help to strengthen the 
wings of an insect. 2. a rib, as in a 
Gothic vault, that resembles this part, 

nes-cience (nesiFans), n. ignorance; 
lack of knowledge. —nes'cient, adj. 

ness (nes), n. a promontory or head¬ 
land. 

netlver (nertFar), adj. lying beneath, 
under or lower, as the nether regions ; 
nether lip. 

neth-er-most (neTH'armost), adj. 
lowest. 

ne*tsu-ke (neFske), «. a small, carved 
object of ivory, wood, etc., used by 
Japanese as an ornamental fastening 
for a sash, girdle, etc. 

neu-ral (noorGl), adj. relating to or 
concerned with a nerve or the nervous 
system. 

neu ral gia (nooraFja), n. an acute 
pain that moves along a nerve, 

neu ral gi form (nooraFjiform), adj. 
resembling neuralgia, 

neu-ras-the-ni-a (noorasFze'nea), n. 
a state of nervous exhaustion marked 
by minor physical complaints such 
as disturbances of the digestive sys¬ 
tem, headaches, etc. —neuTas- 
then'ic, adj. 

neu-rec-to-my (ndorek'tame), n. the 
removal by surgery of a nerve or part 
of a nerve. 

neu-ri-lem-ma (ndoralenFa), n. the 
outer sheath of a nerve fiber, 

lieu-rite (nooFTt), n. See axon, 
neu-ri-tis (noorFtis), n. constant pain 

in a nerve often accompanying paral¬ 
ysis or disturbances in the sense 
organs. 

neu ro-a nat o'my (noor'oanaF- 
ame), n. the anatomy of the nervous 
system. —neu-ro-a-naFo-mist, n. 

neu-ro-em-bryol-o-gy (nobr'SenF- 
breoFaje), n. the study of the origin 
and development of the nervous 
system. 

neu-rog-li-a (noorogMeo), n. the sup¬ 
porting tissue that binds together the 
nerve tissue in the brain, spinal cord, 
etc. 

neu-rol-o-gy (nooroFaje), n. the study 
of the nervous system and its diseases. 
—neu-roFo-gist, n. 

neu-rol-y-sis (nooroFisis), n. the dis¬ 
integration of a nerve or nervous 
tissue. 

neu-ro-ma (nooro'ma), n., pi. neu- 
ro-mas, neu-ro-ma-ta (nooro'mata). 
a tumor growing from nerve tissue, 

neu-ro-mus-cu-lar (nooramus'kya- 
lar), adj. relating to both nerves and 
muscles. 

neuTon (nooFon), n. the basic unit 
of nervous tissue; nerve cell. Also 
neuTone (nooFon). 

neu-ro-path (nooFapat/z), n. a person 
suffering from a nervous disorder, 

neu-ro-pa-thol-o-gy (nooFSpathoF- 
oje), n. the study of the diseases of the 
nervous system. —neu-ro-pa-thoFo- 
gist, n. 

neu-rop-a-thy (ndorop'at&e), n. a dis¬ 
ease of the nervous system, 

neu-ro-phys-i-ol-o-gy (noor 'afiz 
eoFaje), n. the study of the physiology 
of the nervous system. —neuTo- 
phys-i-oFo-gist, n. 

neu-ro-plasm (nooFaplazm), n. pro¬ 
toplasm in a nerve cell, 

neu-ro-psy-chi-a-try (noor'osIkF- 
otre), n. the study and treatment of 

mental disorders and diseases of the 
nervous system. —neu-ropsy-chFa- 
trist, n. 

neu-ro-psy-cho-sis (nooFosiko'sis), 
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n. insanity associated with disease of 
the nervous system. —neu-ro-psy- 
chot'ic, adj., n. 

neu-ro-sis (nooro'sis), n., pi. neu'ro' 
ses (nooro'sez). a mental disturb¬ 
ance characterized by feelings of anx¬ 
iety, obsessions, compulsive acts, and 
minor physical disorders without 
physical cause. See also psychoneu¬ 
rosis. 

neu ro sur ger y (noorosur'jare), n. 
the surgery of the nervous system. 
—neu'ro-sur'geon, n. 

neuTotdc (noorot'ik), adj. a person 
suffering from a neurosis. 

neuTOt-o-my (noorot'ame), n. the 
cutting of a nerve to relieve pain, as 
that caused by neuralgia. 

neuTO’tox’in (noor'otok 'sin), n. a 
poison that attacks nervous tissue. 
—neu-ro-tox'ic, adj. 

neuTOt-ro-phy (ndoro'trafe), n. the 
influence of the nervous system on 
the nourishment of body tissue. 
—neuTO-troph'ic, adj. 

neu-ro-trop-ic (nboratrop'ik), adj. 
displaying an affinity for nerve tissue. 
—neuTot-ro-pism (noorot'rapizm), 
neu-rot'ro-py, n. 

neus-ton (noo'ston), n. the mass of 
minute organisms which float on the 
surface of a body of water, 

neutral spirits, alcohol of 190 proof 
(95% pure) used for making gin, 
liqueurs, etc., and for blending with 

other alcoholic liquors, 
neutron bomb, a nuclear bomb which 

releases neutrons but relatively little 
blast and causes only a small amount 
of contamination. Also N-bomb. 

neu1 fro-sphere (noo'trasfer), n. that 
part of the atmosphere, stretching 
from the surface of the earth to the 
ionosphere, which is generally elec¬ 

trically neutral. 
ne-ve (nava'), n. granular snow on 

high mountains that turns into glacial 

ice. Also firn. 
ne'vus (ne'vas), n., pi. ne*vi (ne'vl). a 

congenital skin blemish, as a birth¬ 

mark or mole. 
new criticism, a method of literary 

criticism which confines itself to an¬ 

alysis of text excluding all other con¬ 
siderations as irrelevant. See also 
explication de texte. 

New Left, a group of left-wing U.S. 
intellectuals characterized by strong 
support for disarmament, racial 
equality, and fundamental changes in 
the economic and political structure. 

newton (noot'n), n. a unit of force 
that gives an acceleration of one meter 
per second to a mass of one kilogram. 

new wave, a movement in literature, 
the arts, etc., that breaks away from 
traditional ideas and values. See also 
nouvelle vague. 

New York cut, a porterhouse steak 
without the fillet or bone. 

nex-us (nek'sas), n.,pl. nex*us. some¬ 
thing that joins or connects; link; 
tie. 

ni-a-cin (nl'asin), n. See nicotinic 
acid. 

nice-nel-lyism (nls'nel'eizm), n. 
the use of euphemistic expressions; 
prudery. 

nic-O'tin-a-mide (nikatin'amld), n. a 
colorless crystalline solid forming 
part of the vitamin-B complex and 
used in medicine. Also called nba' 
cin-a-mide (nlasin'amld), nicotinic 
acid amide. 

nic-o-tine (nik'aten), n. a poisonous, 
oily alkaloid obtained from tobacco. 

nicotinic acid, a crystalline acid 
forming part of the vitamin-B com¬ 
plex, found in fresh meat, etc., and 
used in the treatment of pellagra. 

Also niacin. 
nic-o-tin-ism (nik'atenizm), n. a con¬ 
dition resulting from the excessive 
use of tobacco. 

nicti-tate (nik'titat), v. to wink. Also 

nic'tate. 
ni-dic-o-lous (nldik'alas), adj. noting 

birds that are reared for a time in the 
nest after hatching. 

nid-i-fi-cate (nid'afakat), v. to build 

a nest. Also nid'i-fy. 
ni-dif-u-gous (nldif'yagas), adj. not¬ 

ing birds that leave the nest soon after 

hatching. 
ni-el-lo (neel'o), n.,pl. ni-el-li (neel'I). 

a black metallic alloy of copper, lead, 
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silver, and sulfur used to fill in pat¬ 

terns engraved on other metals. 
Nier-stein-er (neffstlnar), n. a white 
wine from Nierstein in the central 
part of West Germany, 

nig-gard (nig'ard), n. a miserly or 
stingy person. —nig'gard-ly, adj. 

nig-gle (nig'al), v. to spend too much 
time over petty details; work ineffec¬ 
tively. 

nig-gling (nig'liNG), adj. excessively 
fussy; finicky; petty-minded, 

night blindness. See nyctalopia, 
night-rid-er (nlffrldar), n. a member 

of a gang of men who perform acts of 
violence in order to intimidate or 
punish. 

night-shade (niff SHad), n. any of 
various plants, as the deadly night¬ 
shade, yielding a variety of drugs, 

ni-gres-cent (nlgres'ant), adj. be¬ 
coming a blackish color, 

nig-ri-fy (nig'rafl), v. to make black, 
nig-ri-tude (nig'ritood), n. blackness; 

complete darkness, 
ni-hil-ism (nl'alizm), n. 1. a form of 
complete skepticism that denies that 
there can be any objective basis of 
truth. 2. the doctrine of a 19th century 
Russian revolutionary group advo¬ 
cating the overthrow of the existing 
social order. 

ni-hil-i-ty (nihil'ite), n. nothingness, 
nim-bus (nim'bas), n., pi. nim-bi 
(nim'bl), nim-bus-es. a cloud or 
atmosphere about a person or thing; 
aura. 

ni-mi-e-ty (niml'ite), n. excess, 
nim-i-ny-pim-i-ny (ninrffanepinff- 
ane), adj. effeminate; mincing; affec¬ 
ted. 

niph-a-blep-si-a (nifablep'sea), n. See 
snow blindness. 

nir-va-na (nirva'na), n. the extinc¬ 
tion of desire and suffering and re¬ 
lease from the cycle of reincarnation 
sought by Buddhists, 

ni-sus (nl'sas), «., pi. ni-sus. an effort 
or impulse; striving. 

nit1 (nit), n. the egg of a louse or other 
parasitic insect, esp. one attached to 
human hair. 

nit2 (nit), n. a unit of brightness of 

light equaling one candela per square 
meter. 

nit-id (niffid), adj. bright; shining. 
nitrogen narcosis. See decompres¬ 

sion sickness. 
ni-trog-e-nous (nltroj'anas), adj. con¬ 
taining nitrogen. 

ni-tro-glyc-er-in (nltraglis'arin), n. a 
liquid high explosive used in making 
dynamite, in rocket propellants, and, 
medically, in the treatment of angina 
pectoris. 

nit-ty-grit-ty (niffe griffe), n. the te¬ 
dious, though essential, details, 

ni-val (nl'val), adj. relating to or 
growing in snow. 

niv-e-ous (niv'eas), adj. having the 
appearance of snow; snowy, 

no-blesse o-blige (ndbles' obleziff), 
French, moral obligations entailed by 
high rank or wealth, 

no-cent (nd'sant), adj. hurtful; harm¬ 
ful. 

noc-tam-bu-lism (noktam'byalizm), 
n. sleepwalking. Also noc-tam-bu-la' 
tion. 

noc-u-ous (nok'yooas), adj. harmful; 
causing damage. 

no-dus (no'das), n.y pi. no-di (no'dl). 
a complicated situation; complica¬ 
tion; difficulty. 

no-e-gen-e-sis (nSejen'isis), n. fresh 
or firsthand knowledge acquired 
through the experience of the senses 
or the intellect. 

no-e-sis (noe'sis), n. the activity of the 
intellect in the process of cognition, 

no-et-ic (ndeffik), adj. relating to 
reason or the mind, 

nog-gin (nog'an), n. a small mug or 
cup. 

noi some (noffsom), adj. disagree¬ 
able, as a smell. 

nol-le pros-e-qui (nol'e pros'okwl), 
Latin, an entry in a court’s record 
showing that proceedings in a case 
have been dropped, 

no-lo con-ten-de-re (noMo konten'- 
dare), Latin, the pleading of a defen¬ 
dant not admitting guilt, but leaving 
the determining of guilt open in other 
proceedings. 

no-ma (no'ma), n. gangrene of the 
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lips and cheeks, found in debilitated 
people. 

nom de guerre (noNdager'), pi. 

noms de gue r re (noNdager'), French. 

a pseudonym. 
nom de plume (nomdaploom'), pi. 

noms de plume (nomdaploom/). 
French, a pen name, 

no-men-cla-ture (no'mankla'CHar), 
n. a system of names or terms used 
for purposes of classification, 

nom'i'nal (nom'anl), adj. 1. in name 
or form only. 2. small; insignificant; 
trifling. 

no-mism (nd'mizm), n. religious con¬ 
duct which follows certain laws. 

nom'O'gram (nom'agram), n. a kind 
of graph that enables the value of one 
dependent variable to be read off 
when the value of two independent 
variables are known, 

no-mog-ra-phy (nomog'rafe), n. 1, 
the art of compiling laws. 2. the art of 
constructing nomograms to solve 
closely related problems, 

no-mol-o-gy (nomol'aje), n. the sci¬ 
ence of law. 

nom-o-thet-ic (nomat&et'ik), adj. 

making laws; legislative. 
non*age (non'ij), n. the period of be¬ 

ing a minor in law. 
non-a-gon (non'agon), n. a polygon 

with nine angles and nine sides. Also 
enneagon. 

no-na-ry (no'nare), adj. being nine in 

number. 
non-bel-lig-er-en-cy (nonbalij'aran- 

se), n. a policy of a country which 
supports one of the countries taking 
part in a war but without openly 
intervening. —non-bel-lig'er-ent, n., 

adj. 

nonce (nons), n. the immediate mo¬ 
ment; the present occasion, 

non-cha-lance (nonSHalans'), n. ca¬ 
sual unconcern; indifference. —non* 

cha-lant', adj. 

non com-pos mentis (non kom'pos 

men'tis), Latin, of unsound mind, 
none-such (nunsuCH7), n. a person or 
thing that has no equal. See also non¬ 

pareil. 
non-fea-sance (nonfe'zans), n. the 

failure to perform some action which 
ought to have been done. See also 
malfeasance, misfeasance, 

non-fer-rous (nonfer'as), adj. 1. (of a 
metal) having no iron. 2. relating to 
metals other than iron or steel, 

no-nil-lion (nonil'yan), n. a number 
represented by the figure one fol¬ 
lowed by 30 zeros (but in the United 
Kingdom and Germany by the figure 
one followed by 54 zeros), 

non ob stan te (non obstan'te), Latin. 

notwithstanding. 
non-pa-reil (nonparel'), adj. without 

equal. 
non-par-ous (nonpar'as), adj. not 
having given birth to any children, 

non-plus (nonplus'), v. to confuse or 
disconcert; puzzle, 

non se-qui-tur (non se'kwitdor), 
Latin, a conclusion which does not 
follow logically from a premise. 

non-U (nonyoo'), adj. (of speech, be¬ 
havior, etc.) not of the upper class, 

no-ri-a (nor'ea), n. an apparatus for 
raising water, consisting of buckets 

attached to a wheel, 
normal tax, an income tax levied at a 

fixed rate. See also surtax, 
nor-ma-tive (nor'mativ), adj. relat¬ 

ing to an accepted standard of be¬ 
havior, dress, speech, etc. 

nor-mo-cyte (nor'maslt), n. a red 
blood corpuscle of normal size, 

nor-mo-ten-sive (nor'mSten'siv), 
adj. having normal blood pressure, 

nos-o-gen-e-sis (nosajen'isis), n. the 

origination and development of a dis¬ 
ease. Also no-sog'e-ny. 

nos -o-ge-og -ra-phy (nos 'ojeog' rafe), 
n. the study of diseases with reference 
to their geographical distribution 
and causes. Also nos-och-tho-nog-ra- 

phy (nos'okt^anog'rafe). 
no-sog-ra-phy (nosog'rafe), n. the de¬ 

scription of diseases, 
no-sol-o-gy (nosol'aje), n. 1. the clas¬ 

sification of diseases. 2. the informa¬ 

tion available on a disease, 
nos-o-pho-bi-a (nosafo'bea), n. amor- 

bid fear of disease. 
nos-tol-o-gy (nostol'aje),n. thebranch 

of medicine dealing with the prob- 
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lems and diseases of old age; geron¬ 
tology; geriatrics. 

nos'to-ma-ni-a (nostama'nea), n. 
profound homesickness. 

nos-trum (nos'tram), n. 1. a patent 
medicine. 2. a remedy, scheme, etc., 
intended to solve all problems; pana¬ 
cea. 

no-tum (no'tam), n., pi. no-ta (no'ta). 
a segmental plate on the back of an 
insect. 

nou-me-non (noo'manon), n., pi. 
nou-me-na (noo'mana). (in philoso¬ 
phy) a thing as its true nature deter¬ 
mines it as contrasted with how it may 
appear to be. 

nous (nobs), n. the intellect; reason. 
nou veau riche (noovo resH,)> pi. 
nou'veaux riches (noovb reSH,). 
French, a person who has recently 
become rich. 

nou-veau’te (nbovota'), n., pi. nou' 
veau-tes (noov6ta,)■ French, a nov¬ 
elty. 

nou-velle vague (noovel vag;), pi. 
nou-velles vagues (noovel vag'). 
French, a new movement in an art 
form, esp. in the cinema. See also new 
wave. 

nowa (no'va), n., pi. no-vae (no've), 
no-vas. a star that suddenly becomes 
very bright for a short time and then 

grows faint again. See also super¬ 
nova. 

no-vel-la (novel'a), n., pi. no-vel-las, 
no-vel-le (nbvelb). a short novel. 

no-vem-de-cil-lion (no/v^mdisil,- 
yan), n. a number represented by the 
figure one followed by 60 zeros (but 
in the United Kingdom and Germ¬ 
any by the figure one followed by 114 
zeros). 

no-ver-cal (novur'kal), adj. relating 
to or appropriate to a stepmother. 

no-vi’ti*ate (nbvisH'eit), n. the period 
or state of being a novice. 

nox-ious (nok'sHas), adj. harmful to 
health. 

no-yade (nwayad^), n. execution by 
drowning. 

nu'ance (noo'ans), n. a subtle distinc¬ 
tion in color, meaning, expression, 
etc. 
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nub’bin (nub'in), n. a small piece or 
lump; stub. 

nu'bi-a (noo'bea), n. a kind of knitted 
head scarf for women, 

nu-bile (noo'bil), adj. (of a woman) of 
marriageable age or condition, 

nu-bi-lous (noo'balas), adj. cloudy; 
vague; obscure. 

nu•cha(nob/k^),n.,p/.nu•chae(noo,- 

ke). the nape of the neck. 
nu-ci‘form (noo'saform), adj. shaped 

like a nut. 
nu-cle-ar (noo'klear), adj. 1. relating 

to or comprising a nucleus. 2. relating 
to the use of atomic weapons, 

nuclear fission. See fission, 
nuclear fusion. See fusion. 
nu-cle-ate (noo'kleit), adj. possessing 

a nucleus. 
nu-cle-ic acid (nookle'ik), any of 
various complex acids found in all 
living cells. 

nu-clexclat-ed (noo'kleala'tid), adj. 
having a nucleus. Also nu'cle-o-late. 

nu’cle’O-lus (nookle'alas), n., pi. nu- 
cle^odi (nookle'all). a body lying 
within the nucleus of a cell. Also 
nu'cle-ole. 

nu-cle-on-ics (noo'kleon'iks), n. the 
branch of physical science concerned 
with the engineering applications of 
the properties of atomic nuclei, 

mrcle-us (noo'kleas), n., pi. nu-cle-i 
(noo'klel), nu-cle-us-es. a central 
core or point. 

nu-di'caul (noo'dakol), adj. (of 
plants) having stems without leaves, 

nud-nik (nood'nik), n. an importu¬ 
nate or tiring person; a nuisance, 

nu-ga-to-ry (nbo'gatore), adj. worth¬ 
less; ineffective; insignificant, 

nul-li-fid-i-an (nulafid'ean), n. a per¬ 
son without religious belief, 

nul-lip-a-ra (nulip'ara), n., pi. nul- 
lip-a'rae (nulipbre). a woman who 
has never given birth to a child, 

nul-lrty (nul'ite), n. the state of being 
nothing. 

nu-men (noo'min), n., pi. nu-mbna 
(noo'mana). a spirit or deity sup¬ 
posed to inhabit a particular object 
or place. —nu'mi'nous, adj. 

nu*mer*ol*o*gy (noomaroFaje), n. 
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the study of numbers as a means of 
predicting the future. —nu-merol' 
o-gist, n. 

nu-mis-mat-ics (noo'mizmat'iks), n. 

the study of coins and medals. Also 
nu-mis-ma-tol-o-gy (numiz 'matol'- 
oje). —nu-mis'nwtist, nu-mis-ma- 
tol'o-gist, n. 

num-ma-ry (num'are), adj. relating 
to coins or money. 

num-mu lar (num'ygtar), adj. 1. re¬ 
lating to coins or money. 2. shaped 
like a coin. 

nunc di-mit-tis (nuNGk' dimit'is), 
Latin, permission to leave. 

nun-ci-o (nun'sHeo), n.,pl. nun-ci-os 
(nun'sHeoz). an envoy of the pope 
accredited to the government of a 
foreign country. See also apostolic 
delegate. —nun-cra'ture (nun'sHe- 
aCHar), n. 

nun-cu-pa-tive (nuNG'kyapa'tiv), 
adj. (of a will) not written; by word 
of mouth. 

nuque (nook), n. the back of the neck. 
nu-tant (noot'nt), adj. (of plants) 

drooping. 
nu-ta*tion (noota'sHan), n. 1. the ac¬ 
tion of nodding. 2. a periodic oscil¬ 
lation in the axis of the earth. 

nycda-lcvpi-a (niktalo'pea), n. a con¬ 
dition of the eye in which vision is 

extremely poor in reduced light, as at 
night, but normal in daylight. Also 
night blindness. 

nyc-ti-trop-ic (niktitrop'ik), adj. (of 
the leaves of plants) having a ten¬ 
dency to assume at night positions 
different from those held during the 
day. 

nycto-pho'bi-a (niktafo'bea), n. a 
morbid fear of darkness. 

nym-pha (nim'fa), n., pi. nym*phae 
(nim'fe). one of the inner lips of the 
vulva. 

nym phaeum (nimfe'am), «., pi 

nym-phae-a (nimfe'a). a room, hall, 
etc., fitted with a fountain and dec¬ 
orated with statues, etc. 

nymph-et (nimfet'), n. a sexually at¬ 
tractive young girl. 

nym-pho-lep-sy (nim/falep'se), n. 

violent emotional longings, esp. for 
something unattainable. —nym-pho- 
lept (nim'falept), n. 

nym-pho-ma-ni-a (nimfama'nea), n. 

abnormally strong sexual desire in 

women. 
nys-tag-mus (nistag'mas), n. an in¬ 

voluntary spasmodic movement of 
the eyeball. 

nys-tadin (nis'tatin), n. an antibiotic 
used especially for treating fungal 

diseases. 
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ob-con-i-cal (obkon'ikal), adj. (of a 

leaf) conical with the pointed end 
forming the place of attachment. Also 
ob-con'ic. 

ob-cor-date (obkor'dat), adj. (of a 
leaf) heart-shaped, with the pointed 
end forming the place of attachment, 

ob-du-rate (ob'dborit), adj. hardened 
against tender feelings; unyielding, 

o-bei-sance (oba'sans), n. a bodily 
movement expressing submission, 
homage, respect, etc. 

ob-fus-cate (obfus'kat), v. to render 
obscure; confuse. 

ob-i-ter dic-tum (o'bitar dik'tam), 
pi. ob-i-ter dicta (o'bitar dik'ta), 
Latin, a comment made in passing; 
incidental remark. 

o-bit-u-ar-y (obicH'ooer'e), n. a news¬ 
paper announcement of a person’s 
death together with short biograph¬ 
ical details. Also o'bit. 

ob-jet d’art (obzHe dar'), pi. ob-jets 
d’art (obzHe dar'). French, an article 
or object of artistic merit, 

ob-jur-gate (ob'jargat), v. to de¬ 
nounce, scold or upbraid vehemently, 

ob'last (ob'last), n., pi. ob'lasts, ob- 
las'ti (obMaste). a region or province; 
an autonomous administrative area. 

ob-late1 (ob'lat), adj. (of a spheroid) 
flattened at the poles. See also prolate. 

ob-late2 (ob'lat), n. one dedicated to 
monastic life, but not under monastic 
vows. 

ob-la-tion (obla'sHan), n. an offering 
made to a deity or for religious or 
charitable purposes. 

ob-liq-ui-ty (ablik'wite), n. deviation 
from proper moral conduct; immo¬ 
rality; perversity. 

ob-li •ves-cence (oblaves'ans), n. for¬ 
getfulness. 

ob-lo-quy (ob'lakwe), n. 1. disgrace 
resulting from public censure. 2. 
blame; condemnatory language; 
abuse. 

ob-o-vate (obo'vat), adj. (of a leaf, 
etc.) ovate with the narrower end 
forming the base. 

ob-o-void (obb'void), adj. (of certain 
fruits, etc.) ovoid with the narrower 
end forming the base. 

ob-pyr-i-form (obpir'aform), adj. 
shaped like a pear with the narrower 
end forming the base. 

ob-scene (absent), adj. abhorrent to 
feelings of decency or modesty; de¬ 
signed to arouse sexual excitement. 

ob-scu-rant-ism (abskybor'antizm), 
n. opposition to the spread of knowl¬ 
edge and enlightenment; intentional 
vagueness or obscurity. —ob-scu' 
rant, n., adj. 

ob •se-crate (ob'sakrat), v. to implore; 
beg; beseech. 

ob ■se-quence (ob'sakwans), n. eager¬ 
ness to please; willing compliance. 
Also ob-se-que-ence (abse'kweans). 
—ob'se-quent, adj. 
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ob-se-qui-ous (abse'kweas), adj. ex¬ 
cessively deferential or humble; 
fawning; servile. 

ob-se-quy (ob'sakwe), n., pi. ob-se- 
quies. (usually in the pi.) a funeral 
ceremony or rite. 

ob -so-lesce (obs3les,)> v. to be or be¬ 
come obsolescent. —ob-so-les' 
cence, n. 

ob-so-les-cent (obsales'ant), adj. 

passing out of use; becoming out¬ 

dated or obsolete. 
ob-stet-rics (abstet'riks), n. the 

branch of medicine concerned with 
childbirth. —ob-stet'ric, adj. —ob' 
ste-tri-cian (obstatrisHbn), n. 

ob-sti*pant(ob,stap3nt), n. something 
which causes prolonged constipation, 

ob-sti-pa-tion (obstapa'sHan), n. 

prolonged constipation, 
ob-strep-er-ous (abstrep'aras), adj. 

noisily unruly; clamorous; turbulent, 
ob-stru-ent (ob'strooant), adj. caus¬ 

ing an obstruction. See also sonorant. 
ob-tect (obtekt'), adj. denoting a pupa 

in which the wings and legs are stuck 
to the body by a secretion. Also ob- 

tect'ed. 
ob-test (obtest'), v. 1. to call as witness. 

2. to implore or beseech. 
ob-trude(abtroodO,^- tothrustupon; 

compel to notice; bring forcibly to 
the attention of. —ob-tru'sion, n. 

—ob-tru'sive, adj. 

ob-tund (obtund'). v. to make blunt; 

dull. 
ob-tu-rate (ob'tarat), v. to obstruct or 

stop up; close; block, 
ob-tuse (abtoosO. adj- 1. lacking 
sharpness in form; blunt. 2. lacking 
alertness; mentally sluggish; stupid, 

ob-um-brate (obum'brat), v. to cloud 

over; darken; cast a shadow over. 
—ob-um'brant, adj. 

ob-verse (ob'vurs), n. the main or 
chief surface of anything; front, 

ob-vert (obvurt,)> v. to turn so as to 
present a different view, side, or sur¬ 

face. —ob-ver'sion, n. 

ob-vi-ate (ob'veat), v. to make un¬ 
necessary; avoid; prevent, 

ob-vo-lute (ob'valoot), adj. turned in¬ 

ward. 

Oc-cam’s razor, Ock-ham’s razor 
(okbm), the principle that assump¬ 
tions put forward to explain phenom¬ 
ena should be kept to a minimum, 

oc-ci-put (ok'saput), n.,pl. oc-ci-puts, 
oc-ci-pi-ta (oksip'ita). the back part 
of the skull. —oc-cip'i-tal, adj. 

oc-clude (akkadd'), v. to stop up; 
block; shut off. —oc-clu'sion, n. 

—oc-clu'sive, adj. 

oc-cul-ta-tion (ok'ulta'sHan), n. the 
state of having disappeared from 
view; disappearance, 

o-ce-a-nic-i-ty (o'SHeanis'ite), n. the 
effect of the sea upon the climate of a 
particular region. See also continen- 

tality. 
o-ce-a-nog-ra-phy (o 'SHeanog' rafe), 

n. the study of the ocean, 
oc-el-lat-ed (os'alatid), adj. (of a 
marking) resembling an eye; having 
an eye like spot, as a peacock. Also 
oc-el-late (os^alat). —oc-el-la' 

tion, n. 
o-cel-lus (osel'as), n., pi. o-cel-li 

(osel'T). a simple kind of eye found in 
invertebrate animals. —o-ce^lar, 

adj. 

och-le-sis (okle'sis), n. an illness or 
disease caused by population conges¬ 
tion, overcrowded living space, etc. 
—och-le-sit'ic, och-let'ik, adj. 

och-loc-ra-cy (oklok'rase), n. mob 
rule; government by the mob. 

och-lo-pho-bi-a (oklafo'bea), n. a 

morbid fear of crowds, 
o-chroid (S'kroid), adj. of the color 

of yellow ocher. 
oc-re-a (ok'rea), n., pi. oc-re-ae (ok- 

ree). something which forms a sheath. 
—oc-re-ate (ok'reit), adj. 

oc-tad (ok'tad), n. a set or series of 

eight. 
oc-ta-he-dron (oktahe'dran), pi. 

oc-ta-he-drons, oc-ta-he-dra (okta- 
he'dra). a three-dimensional figure 
with eight sides. —oc-ta-he'dral, adj. 

oc-tam-er-ous (oktam'aras), adj. 

having or containing eight parts, 
oc-tan (ok'tan), adj. (of a fever) recur¬ 

ring every eight days, 
oc-tane (ok'tan), n. any of several 
saturated hydrocarbons, some of 
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which are obtained in the refining of 
petroleum. 

octane number, the measure of the 
antiknock characteristics of a fuel, 
esp. gasoline. 

octant (ok'tant), n. an eighth part of 
a circle. 

oc-tar-chy (ok'tarke), n. rule or gov¬ 
ernment by eight persons. 

oc-tiMion (oktiFyan), n. a number 
represented by the figure one fol¬ 
lowed by 27 zeros (but in the United 
Kingdom and Germany by the figure 
one followed by 48 zeros), 

oc-to-de-cil-lion (ok'tddisiFyan), n. 

a number represented by the figure 
one followed by 57 zeros (but in the 
United Kingdom and Germany by 
the figure one followed by 108 zeros), 

oc-to-ge-nar-i-an (ok fiajaner'ean), 
adj. 1. between the ages of 80 and 90. 
—n. 2. a person of this age. 

oc-to-nar-y (ok'tanere), adj. relating 
to the number 8. 

oc-to-pod (ok'tapod), n. any member 
of an order of eight-armed or -legged 
animals, which includes the octo¬ 
puses. 

octroi (ok'troi), n. a tax imposed on 
certain goods when brought into a 
city. 

oc tu ple (ok'tobpal), adj. eight times 
as much or as great, 

oc-tup-let (oktup'lit), n. a combina¬ 
tion, set, or series of eight connected 
items. 

oc-tu-pli-cate (oktoo'plakit), adj. 

consisting of eight identical parts or 
of one original and seven copies, 

oc-u-lo-mo-tor (ok 'yalomcVtar), adj. 

causing the eyeball to move, 
oc-u-lus (ok'yalas), n.,pl. oc-u-li (ok'- 

yall). an eye. 

o-da-Usque (o'dalisk), n. a female 
slave or concubine in a harem, 

o-di-ous (o'deas), adj. hateful; repug¬ 
nant; offensive; disgusting, 

o-di-um (o'deam), n. extreme dislike 
marked by feelings of loathing or 
contempt; abhorrence, 

o-dom-e-ter (odonrFitar), n. a device 
for measuring the distance covered 
by a vehicle. Also hodometer. 
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o-don-tal-gia (5'dontaFja), n. tooth¬ 

ache. 
o-don-ti-a-sis (o'dontFasis), n. teeth¬ 
ing; the cutting of teeth, 

o-don-to-blast (odon'tablast), n. any 
of the outer cells lining the tooth 
cavity, which secrete dentin, 

o-don-tog-e-ny (o'dontoj'ane), n. the 
growth and development of teeth. 
Also o-don-to-gen'e-sis, —o-don-to- 
gen'ic, adj. 

o-don-toid (odon'toid), adj. having 
the form of a tooth; like a tooth, 

o-don-tol-o-gy (o'dontolGje), n. the 
care of teeth; dentistry, 

oec-u-men-i-cal (ek'yoomen'ikal), 

adj. See ecumenical. Also oec-u- 
men'ic. 

oe-de-ma (ide'ma), n., pi. oe-de-ma- 
ta (ide'mata). See edema, 

oeil-lade (oiyadO, pi- oeil-lades 
(oiyad')- French, a coquettish glance; 
amorous look. 

oe-nol-o-gy, e-nol-o-gy (enolGje), n. 

the science of wine and wine making. 
—oe-nol'o-gist, n. 

oe-no-mel (enamel), n. 1. a beverage 
made of wine and honey. 2. some¬ 
thing that blends strength with 
sweetness. 

oer-sted (ur'sted), n. a unit of mag¬ 
netic intensity that is equal to the in¬ 
tensity of a magnetic field in a vacuum 
when experiencing a force of one 
dyne. 

oe-soph-a-ge-al (isof'ajeGl), adj. See 
esophageal. 

oe-soph-a-gus (isofGgos), pi. oe- 
soph-a-gi (isofGjI). See esophagus, 

oes-tro-gen (es'trajan), n. See estro¬ 
gen. 

oes-trus (es'tras), n. See estrus. 
oeu-vre (oo^vra), n., pi. oeu-vres 
(oo'v ra). French, the work of a writer, 
artist, etc., considered as a whole, or 
an individual work, 

of-fic-i-nal (afis'anl), adj. (of a drug, 
etc.) available without need for any 
special preparation; kept in stock. 
See also magistral, 

of-fi-cious (afisH'as), adj. interfering; 
meddling; offering unwanted advice 
or help. 
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off-print (of'print), n. a reprint by it¬ 
self of an article originally published 
with other articles in a journal, maga¬ 
zine, etc. 

og-do-ad (og'doad), n. the number 
eight or any set, series, or group of 
eight. 

ohm (om), n. a measure of resistance 
to electric current by the medium (as 
a wire) through which it passes, such 
that one volt acts to produce one am¬ 
pere. See also ampere, volt. —ohm' 
ic, adj. 

ohm-age (o'mij), n. the resistance in 
a conductor measured in ohms. 

ohm-me ter (om'metor), n. a device 
for measuring or indicating electric 
resistance in ohms. 

o-le-ag-i-nous (o'leajGnas), adj. oily 
or producing oil. 

ol-fac-tion (olfak'sHan), n. 1. the act 
or process of smelling. 2. the sense of 

smell. 
ol-fac-to-re-cep-tor (olfak'torisep'- 

tor), n. a sense organ which is sensi¬ 
tive to smell. 

ol-fac-to-ry (olfak'tore), adj. relating 
to the sense of smell. 

ol-i-garch (ol'ogark), n. a ruler in an 

oligarchy. 
ol-i-gar-chy (olGgarke), n. 1. a gov¬ 
ernment in which a small group, such 
as a dominant class or faction, exer¬ 
cises effective control. 2. a country or 
state ruled in this manner. —ol-i-gar' 

chic, adj. 

ol-i-go-car-pous (ol 'agokar'pas), 
adj. bearing or producing only a few 

fruits; not fruitful. 
Ol-i;go-cene (ohagosen), adj. relating 
to a division of the Tertiary epoch be¬ 
tween the Eocene and the Miocene, 
about 25,000,000 to 40,000,000 years 

ago. 
ol-i-go-cy-the-mia (ol'agosit/ie'- 

mea), n. an anemic condition charac¬ 
terized by loss of corpuscles in the 

blood. 
ol-i-go-don-tia (ol'aghdon'sHa), n. an 
abnormal condition which results in 

the growth of fewer than the normal 

number of teeth. 
ol-i-goph-a-gous (olagof'agas), adj. 

eating only a few particular kinds of 
food. See also monophagous. 

ol-i-go-phre-ni-a (ol'agSfre'nea), n. 

failure of normal mental growth; 
feeblemindedness. 

ol-i-gop-o-ly (olagop'ale), n. a market 
situation in which there are only a 
few producers or sellers and many 
buyers. See also duopoly, monopoly, 

ol-i-gop-so-nyfolagop'sane),^. amar- 
ket situation in which there are only 
a few buyers and many sellers. See 
also duopsony, monopsony, 

ol-i-gu-ri-a (olagyoor'ea), n. lack of 
urine resulting from reduced secre¬ 
tion. Also ol-i-gu-re-sis (ol/^gyo6re,- 
sis). 

o-li-o (69e5), n. a mixture or combina¬ 
tion of miscellaneous elements, 

ol- i-va-ceous (ol'ava'sHas), adj. deep 
green in color; olive, 

old -va-ry (olGvere), adj. having the 
shape of an olive. 

olivary body, either of two olive¬ 
shaped bodies in the brain, lying 
alongside the medulla oblongata, 

ol-la-po-dri-da (ol'apadre'da), n. 1. a 
highly seasoned Spanish stew of 
meat and vegetables. 2. a miscellany 
or mixture of diverse elements, 

o-lo-ro-so (olaro'so), n. a variety of 
sweet, dark-colored sherry. 

O-lym-pi-an (olim'pean), adj. de¬ 
tached; lofty; imposing; greatly su¬ 

perior; regal. 
o-ma-sum (oma'sam), n., pi. o-ma-sa 

(oma'so). the third of the four stom¬ 
achs of a ruminant. See also rumen, 
reticulum, abomasum, 

om buds man (om'boodzman), n., 
pi. om-buds-men (om'bobdzmen). 
an official empowered to investigate 
complaints made by private citizens 
about injustice or abuse on the part 
of the government or public service, 

o-me-ga (ome'gs), n. the end; end¬ 
ing ; the last of a series; final letter of 
classical Greek alphabet, 

o-men-tum (omen'tam), n., pi. 

o-men-ta (omen'ta). a fold in the 
peritoneum connecting certain vis¬ 

cera. See also greater omentum, 

lesser omentum. 
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om-ni-far-i-ous (omnafer'eas), adj. of 
all varieties or forms, 

om-nif-ic (ommf'ik), adj. creating or 
producing everything, 

om-nif-i-cent (omnif'isant), adj. hav¬ 
ing unlimited creative power; cre¬ 
ating all things. 

om-nis-cience (omnisH'ans), n. the 
state of having infinite awareness or 
insight; unlimited knowledge. —om- 
nis'cient, adj. 

onfni'um-gath-erum (om'nesm- 
gaTHGram), n. a variety or miscel¬ 
laneous collection of people or things, 

om-ni-vore (onflnavor), n. a person 
or animal that is omnivorous, 

om-niv-or-ous (omnivGras), adj. eat¬ 
ing all kinds of food; unrestricted in 
diet. 

om-pha-los (om'falas), n. the navel, 
om-pha-lo-skep-sis (om/falaskep/- 

sis), n. the study of one’s navel as part 
of an exercise in mysticism, 

o-nan-ism (o'nanizm), n. (in sexual 
intercourse) the withdrawal of the 
penis from the vagina before the oc¬ 
currence of orgasm, 

on-co-sis (oNGko'sis), n. any patho¬ 
logical condition resulting in the 
growth of tumors. 

on-do-gram (on'dagram), n. a record 
made on an ondograph. 

on-do-graph (on'dagraf), n. a device 
for measuring variations in oscilla¬ 
tory movements, as in an alternating 
current. 

on-dom-e-ter (ondonrditar), n. a de¬ 
vice for measuring the wavelengths 
of radio waves. 

o-nei-ric (bnT'rik), adj. relating to 
dreams. 

o-nei-ro-crit-ic (onT'rakrit'ik), n. 
one who specializes in the interpreta¬ 
tion of dreams. —o-nei-ro-crifli- 
cism, n. 

o-nei-ro-man-cy (Sni'ramanse), n. 
divination by the interpretation of 
dreams. 

on-er-ous (onGras), adj. constituting 
a burden or hardship; irksome; 
troublesome. 

o-ni-o-ma-ni-a (on'eama'nea), n. an 
irrepressible urge to buy things. 
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on-o-mas-tics (onamasGiks), n. the 

scientific study of the origins of prop¬ 
er names. Also on-o-ma-tol-o-gy 
(onamatolGje). —on-o-mas'tic, adj. 

on-o-mat-o-poe-ia (on'gmat'ape's), 

n. the formation of a word by imita¬ 
tion of a sound associated with the 
thing to be designated, 

on-tog-e-ny (ontoj'ane), n. the growth 
or history of development of a parti¬ 
cular organism. Also on-to-gen'e-sis. 
See also phylogeny. 

ontological argument, a philosoph¬ 
ical argument that claims to prove the 
existence of God by declaring that 
since existence is a state of perfection 
and God is the most perfect being 
conceivable, He must therefore exist, 
or else a still more perfect being would 
be possible. Also called ontological 
proof. 

on-tol-o-gism (ontolGjizm), n. the 
theological doctrine which asserts 
that the human mind immediately 
perceives God to be the appropriate 
object of its cognitions, 

on-tol-o-gy (ontolGje), n. a branch of 
metaphysics concerned with the na¬ 
ture of being. 

o-nus (S'nas), «., pi. o-nus-es. a re¬ 
sponsibility, obligation, or burden, 

o-nych-i-a (onik'ea), n. inflammation 
of the tissue beneath the nail, 

on-y-cho-pha-gia (on'akofa'ja), n. 
nail biting; esp. as a characteristic of 
an emotionally disturbed condition, 

o-ol-o-gy, o-61-o-gy (bol'aje), n. the 
study of birds’ eggs, 

o-o-pho-rec-to-my, o-6-pho-rec-to- 
my (o'afarek'tame), n. the removal 
of one or both ovaries; ovariectomy, 

o-o-pho-ri-tis, o-6-pho-ri-tis (b>- 
afarl'tis), n. inflammation of the 
ovaries; ovaritis. 

o-o-sperm, o-d-sperm (o'aspurm), n. 
a fertilized egg. 

o-o-the-ca, o-o-the-ca (osthe'ks), n., 
pi. o-o-the-cae, o-o-the-cae (oathe'- 
se). a capsule-like container for the 

eggs of snails and of certain insects, 
o-pac-i-fy (opas'afT), v. to make im¬ 
penetrable to light; render opaque, 

o-pa-cim-e-ter (opasim'itar), n. a 
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device for determining the opacity of 
something. 

o-pal-esce (opales'), v. to shine with 
various colors, as an opal. —o-pal-es' 
cent, adj. 

op art (op), a form of modem abstract 
art that makes use of various patterns 
and materials to create special optical 
effects. 

op cit. (op' sit'), in the work already 
mentioned. 

open shop, an organization in which 
union membership is not an essential 
condition of employment although a 
democratically elected union repre¬ 
sents all the employees in negotia¬ 
tions with the management. See also 
closed shop. 

o-pen-work (o'panwurk), n. work in 
any material, as stone, wood, lace, 
etc., that has openings in it as part of 
its decorative pattern, 

op-er-ant (opbrant), adj. effective; 
functioning; in operation, 

o-per-cu-lum (Spur'kyalam), w., pi. 

o-per-cu-la (Spur'kyala), o-per-cu- 
lums. an organ of a plant or animal 
that acts as a lid or covering, 

o-phid-i-an (ofid'ean), adj. relating to 
or belonging to snakes, 

oph-i-ol-a-try (of'eol'atre), n. snake 

worship. 
oph-i-ol-o-gy (of'eolbje), n. the study 
of snakes. See also herpetology, 

oph-thal-mic (oft/zal'mik), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or connected with the eye. 

oph-thal-mi-a(oft/zal,mea),M. inflam¬ 

mation of the eyeball or its mucous 
membranes. Also oph-thal-mi-tis 

(oft/zplml'tis). 
oph-thal-mo-dy-na-mom-e-ter (of- 

tha\ 'modTnamom'itar), n. an instru¬ 
ment for determining the blood pres¬ 
sure in the blood vessels of the retina, 

oph-thal-mol-o-gy (oft/zalmol'aje), n. 

the branch of medicine concerned 
with the structure, function, and dis¬ 
eases of the eye. —oph-thal-mol'o- 

gist, n. 
oph-thal-mom-e-ter (of^/z^lmom,- 

itar), n. a device for examining the 
eye, usually in order to ascertain the 

presence of astigmatism. 

oph-thal-mo-ple-gi-a (oft/zal'ma- 
ple'ja), n. paralysis of the muscles of 
the eye. 

oph-thal-mo-scope (oftfzal'maskop), 
n. an instrument for examining the 
inner part of the eye. 

oph-thal-mos-co-py (oft/zalmos'- 
kapa), n. the art of using an ophthal¬ 
moscope. 

o-pis-the-nar (apis't/zanar), n. the 
back of the hand. 

op-is-thog-na-thous (op'ist/zog'- 
nat/zas), adj. having jaws that recede, 

o-pi-um (S'peam), n. the dried juice 
of the poppy, used in medicine to re¬ 
lieve pain, induce sleep, etc.; an ad¬ 
dictive narcotic drug, poisonous in 
large quantities. 

op-pi-late (op'alat), v. to block up; 
stop up; obstruct. 

op-po-nens (apo'nenz), n., pi. op-po- 
nen-tes (opanen'tez). a muscle of the 
hand or foot which brings the fingers 
or toes together in such a way as to 
form a hollow in the palm or sole, 

op-pro-bri-um (aprS'bream), n. dis¬ 
grace caused by shameful behavior; 
dishonor. —op-pro'bri-ous, adj. 

op-pugn (apyoon'), v. to attack with 
argument or criticism; fight against. 
—op-pug-nant (apug'nant), adj. 

op-ti-cist (op'tisist), n. one who is 
concerned with optics, 

op-tics (op'tiks), n. the scientific study 
of the properties and phenomena of 
light and of vision. 

op-tom-e-ter (optom'itar), n. a device 
for determining the extent of defec¬ 

tive vision in an eye. 
op-tom-e-try (optom'itre), n. the 
measuring of defects in vision in order 
to prescribe suitable correctional len¬ 
ses. —op-tom'e-trist, n. 

o-pus (o'pas), «., pi. o-pus-es, o-pe-ra 
(op'ora), a literary work or a musical 

composition. 
o-pus-cule (Spus'kyool), n. a minor 

or short literary or musical work, 
o-rac-u-lar (orak'yalar), adj. relating 

to or resembling an oracle; making 
decisions or passing judgments as if 
possessing special insight or knowl¬ 

edge. 
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Or-ange-man (or'injman), n. a mem¬ 
ber of a secret society founded in the 
north of Ireland in 1795 with the aim 
of maintaining the political domi¬ 
nance of Protestantism, 

or-bic-u-lar (orbik'yalar), adj. circu¬ 
lar; spherical; rounded. Also or-bicd 
u-late. 

or-bi-cu-lar-is (or'bikyaler'is), n., pi. 

or*bi-cu-lar-es (or'bikyaler'ez). a 
muscle surrounding an opening in 
the body. 

or-chrdot-o-my (or'kidot'ame), n. a 
surgical incision of the testis. Also 
or-choPoTny. 

or-chi-ec-to-my (or'keek'tame), n. 

the surgical excision of one or both 
testes; castration. Also ofchec'to- 
my, or’chi'decPtcvmy. 

or-chi-tis (orkl'tis), n. an inflamed 
condition of the testis, 

or-di-nal (or'danl), adj. relating to an 
order or subdivision of plants or ani¬ 
mals. 

Or-do-vi-cian (ordavisH'an), adj. re¬ 
lating to an early period of the Paleo¬ 
zoic era, between the Cambrian and 
the Silurian, occurring 440 to 500 
million years ago. 

o-rec-tic (orek'tik), adj. relating to 
desire. 

OTex-is (orek'sis), n. the aspect of 
mental activity concerned with emo¬ 
tion and desire rather than cognition, 

or-gan-dy, or-gan-die (or'gande), n. 

a very fine cotton fabric used for 
blouses, dresses, etc. 

or-ga-no-gen-e-sis (or'ganojen'isis), 
n. the origin and development of or¬ 
gans, as those of the body. Also or-ga- 
nog-e-ny (organoj'ane). 

or-ga-nog-ra-phy (organog'rafe), n. 

the scientific study of the organs of 
plants or animals. 

or-ganol-o-gy (organoPaje), n. the 
study of the form and functions of the 
organs of animals and plants, 

cwga-non (oPganon), n. anything 
that serves as an instrument to facili¬ 
tate the acquisition of knowledge, 
esp. a system of rules or body of prin¬ 
ciples of scientific investigation, 

o-ga-no-ther-a’py (or'ganot/zer'ape). 

n. the treatment of illness by the use 
of preparations extracted from the 
organs of animals. Also or-ga-no- 
ther,a,peu-tics(or 'ganSt/zer 'apyob'- 
tiks). 

or-gan-za (organ'za), n. a sheer fabric 
of silk or man-made fibers used as a 
dress material. 

o-ri-el (or'eal), n. a bay window pro¬ 
jecting out of a wTall and supported by 
a bracket. 

ofi'flamme (or'aflam), n. a standard 
or banner, esp. one which serves to 
rally troops in battle. 

OTrga-mi (oraga'me), n. the art of 
folding paper so as to achieve a variety 
of decorative patterns. 

or,nis(or/nis),n.,p/. or-ni-thes^mi7- 
thez). the birds of a particular region 
or environment considered together, 

ormith-ic (ornit/z'ik), adj. relating to 
birds; bird-like. 

or-ni-thoid (or'nat/zoid), adj. like a 
bird. 

or-ni-thol-o-gy (ornat/zoPaje), n. the 
scientific study of birds, 

or-ni-thop-ter (omat/zop'tor), n. an 
airplane which is powered by flap¬ 
ping wings. Also or-thop-ter (or- 
thop'tsr). 

OTOg-e-ny (oroj'ane), n. the process 
by which mountains are formed, esp. 
by folding of the earth’s crust, 

o-rog-ra-phy (orog'rafe), n. the 
branch of geography concerned with 
mountains. 

o-roho-gy (orofiaje), n. the scientific 
study of mountains, 

o-rom-eder (orom'itar), n. a type of 
barometer used for measuring the 
heights of mountains. —or-o-met-ric 
(oramet'rik), adj. 

orom-e*try (orom'itre), n. the art or 
science of measuring the heights of 
mountains. 

o-ro-phar-ynx (or'Sfar'inks), n., pi. 

o-ro-phaTyn-ges (or'ofarin'jez), o* 
ro-phar-ynx-es. the pharynx proper 
as distinct from the nasopharynx and 
the laryngeal pharynx, 

ofphrey (or'fre), n. elaborately 
decorated embroidery, 

or-rer-y (or'are), n. an apparatus for 
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showing the movements of bodies in 
the solar system. 

or-tho-don-tics (ort/jodon'tiks), n. 

the branch of dentistry concerned 
with the correction of irregularities 
of the teeth. —or-tho-don'tist, n. 

Orthodox Church, that part of the 
Christian Church that combines un¬ 
der the patriarch of Constantinople, 
including national and local Eastern 
Churches. 

or-tho-e-py, or-tho-e-py (ort/jo'ipe), 
n. the study of the correct pronuncia¬ 
tion of a language. 

or-tho-gen-e-sis (ort/zojen'isis), n. 1. 
the evolution of a species along a pre¬ 
determined path. 2. the theory that 
social evolution in all cultures must 
pass through equivalent stages, de¬ 
spite differing environmental factors. 
—or-tho-ge-net'ic, adj. 

or-tho-gen-ic (ort/zajen'ik), adj. re¬ 
lating to the treatment of emotionally 

disturbed or mentally backward chil¬ 
dren. 

orthognathous (ortfcog'not/tos), 
adj. having straight jaws so that the 
face is approximately vertical when 
seen in profile. Also or-thog-nath'ic. 

or-thog-o-nal (ortAog'onl), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or containing right angles or 
perpendiculars. 

or thog ra phize (ort/iog'rafiz), v. to 

spell correctly or in accordance with 
the rules of orthography. 

or-thog-ra-phy (ort/iog'rofe), n. the 
correct spelling of words according 
to established rules or usage. See also 
cacography. —or-thog'ra-pher, n. 

—or-tho-graph'ic, adj. 

or-tho-pe-dics, or-tho-pae-dics (or- 

t/jope'diks), n. the branch of surgery 
concerned with the correction of de¬ 
formities of the bones, muscles, spi¬ 
nal system, etc. —or-tho-pe'dic, adj. 

—or-tho-pe'dist, n. 

or-thop-ne-a, or-thop-noe-a (or- 
thop'riea), n. difficulty in breathing 

when lying down. 
or-tho-prax-i-a (ort/ioprak'seo), n. the 

correction of bodily deformities. 
or-tho-prax-y (or't/zoprakse), n. cor¬ 

rect or orthodox use or practice. 

or-tho-psychi-a-try (or't&oslkl'- 
otre), rt. the treatment of mental ill¬ 
ness, esp. in young people, 

or-thop-ter (ort/iop'tar), n. See orni- 
thopter. 

or-thop-ter-ous (orthop'taros), adj. 

relating to or belonging to an order of 
insects having hind wings that fold 
longitudinally down the back, 

or-thop-tic (ort/zop'tik), adj. relating 
to or giving normal vision with both 
eyes. 

or-tho-scope (or't/zoskop), n. an in¬ 
strument for examining the inner 
part of the eye. —or-tho-scop'ic, adj. 

or-tho-se-lec-tionfor't/zdsilek'sHon), 
n. a kind of evolution which favors 
adaptation to environment, 

or-tho-trop-ic (ortAatrop'ik), n. (of 
plants, etc.) tending to grow more or 
less vertically. —or-thot-ro-pism (or- 
t^ot'ropizm), n. 

os1 (os), n., pi. os-sa (os'o). a bone. 
os2 (os), n., pi. o-ra (o'ra). an opening, 

orifice, or entrance, 
os-cil-lo-gram (osil'ogram), n. a re¬ 
cording made by an oscillograph or 
oscilloscope. 

os-cil-lo-graph (asil'agraf), n. an in¬ 
strument for recording electric oscil¬ 
lations, as the wave forms of alternat¬ 
ing currents, etc. 

os-cil-lom-e-ter (osolom'itar), n. a 

device that records or measures 
changes in the arterial pulse, 

os-cil-lo-scope (osil'askop), n. an in¬ 
strument which shows on the screen 
of a cathode ray tube electrical chan¬ 
ges in a voltage, current, etc. 

os-ci-tant (os'itont), adj. lazy; drow¬ 
sy; lacking attention; careless, 

os-cu-lant (os'kyobnt), adj. sharing 
certain characteristics in common, 

os-cu-lar (os'kyolor), adj. relating to 
an osculum or mouth, 

os-cu-late (os'kyolat), v. 1. to kiss or 
embrace. 2. to make close contact 
with. —os-cu-la'tion, n. 

os-cu-lum (os'kyolam), n., pi. os-cu- 
la (os'kyab). a small opening or ori¬ 
fice having the shape of a mouth, 

os-mics (oz'miks), n. the scientific 

study of the sense of smell. 
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os-mi-dro-sis (oz'midro'sis), n. the 
secretion of sweat or bad odor, 

os-mom-e-ter (ozmom'itar), n. a de¬ 
vice used to measure osmotic pres¬ 
sure. 

os-mom-e-try (ozmom'itre), n. the 
measurement of osmotic pressure, 

os-mose (oz'mos), v. to subject to or 
to be subjected to osmosis, —os-mot- 
ic (ozmot'ik), adj. 

os-mo-sis (ozmo-’sis), n. the diffusion 
of a liquid through a semipermeable 
membrane until it is in equal concen¬ 
trations on both sides of the mem¬ 
brane. 

os-o-phone (osbfon), n. a telephone 
receiver that transmits vibrations 
directly to the bones of the head, used 
by the hard of hearing, 

os-se-ous (os'eas), adj. consisting of 
bone; bony; bonelike. 

Os-si-an-ic (os'ean'ik), adj. given to 
pompous or pretentious utterances; 
bombastic. 

os-si-cle (os'ikal), n. a small bone, 
os-sif-er-ous (osif'aras), adj. contain¬ 

ing bones or fossilized deposits of 
bones. 

os-si-fy (osbfT), v. 1. to make or be¬ 

come bone or bonelike; change into 
bone. 2. to become rigid or fixed in 
outlook, attitudes, etc. — os-si-fi-ca' 
tion, n. 

os-su-ar-y (oSH'ooer'e), n. a place 
where the bones of the dead are de¬ 
posited. Also os-su-ar-i-um (osh'- 
ooer'eam). 

os-tec-to-my (ostek'tame), n. the sur¬ 
gical excision of a bone. Also os-te-ec- 
to-my (os'teek'tame). 

os-te-i-tis (os'tel'tis), n. inflammation 
of the bone or bone tissue, 

os-ten-sive (osten'siv), adj. 1. obvi¬ 
ously or clearly showing. 2. pre¬ 
tended, professed, or seeming, 

os-te-o-ar-thri-tis (os 'teoart^rl'tis), 
n. a kind of chronic arthritis causing 
degeneration of the joints, found 
mainly in old people. Also degenera¬ 
tive joint disease. 

os-te-o-blast (os'teablast), n. a cell 
that forms bone. 

os-te-oc-la-sis (os'teok'bsis), n. the 

deliberate breaking of a bone in order 
to correct a deformity, 

os-te-o-scope (os'teaskop), n. acute 

pain in the bones. 
os-te-o-gen-e-sis (os'teajen'isis), n. 
the formation of bone, 

os-te-oid (os'teoid), adj. having the 
appearance of bone; bone-like, 

os-te-ol-o-gy (os'teol'aje), n. the 
branch of anatomy dealing with 
bones. 

os-te-o-ma (os'teo'mg), n., pi. os-te- 
o-mas, os-te-o-ma-ta (os'teo'mata). 
a tumor consisting of bony tissue, 

os-te-o-ma-la-cia (os'teomola'sHa), 
n. a softening of the bones resulting 
from vitamin D, calcium, and phos¬ 
phorus deficiencies and often leading 
to severe deformities, 

os-te-om-e-try (os'teom/itre), n. the 
measurement of bones to enable the 
comparative study of the proportions 
of the human body, 

os-te-o-my-e-li-tis (os'teomlbll'tis), 
n. an inflammatory disease of bone 
tissue. 

os-te-o-path (os'teapatA), n. one who 
practices osteopathy. Also os-te-op- 
a-thist (os'teopbtAist). 

os-te-op-a-thy (os'teopbt/ze), n. the 
treatment of disease by massage and 
manipulation of the bones, 

os-te-o-plas-ty (os'teaplas'te), n. the 
surgical replacement of bones. —os- 
te-o-plas'tic, adj. 

os-ti-ar-y (os'teer'e), n. one who 
guards a door; doorkeeper, 

os-tra-con, os-tra-kon (os'trakon), 
n., pi. os-tra-ca, os-tra-ka (os'traka). 
(in ancient Greece) a fragment of 
pottery esp. one used as a ballot, 

o-tal-gi-a (otal'jea), n. earache, 
o-tic (o'tik), ad], relating to the ear. 
o-ti-ose (d^SHebs), adj. idle; useless; 

unnecessary. 

o-ti-tis in-ter-na (otl'tis intur'na). See 
labyrinthitis. 

o-to-hem-i-neur-as-the-ni-a (5 'to- 
hem'enobrast&e'nea), n. the state of 
being able to hear with only one ear. 

o-to-rhi-no-lar-yn-gol-o-gy (5'to- 
rl'nolar'iNGgol'aje), n. the branch of 
medicine dealing with the ear, nose, 
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and throat. Alsoo-to-lar-yn-goEo-gy. 
o-to-lith (o'tolit^), n. a calcareous 

mass which forms in the inner ear of 
vertebrates. 

o-tol-o-gy (otolGje), n. the study of 
the structure, function, and diseases 
of the ear. 

o-to-neur-as-the-ni-a (d'tSndor'- 
asthe'nea), n. a malfunction of the 
nervous system caused by disease of 
the ear. 

o-to-plas-ty (o Taplaste), n. plastic sur¬ 
gery of the ear. 

o-to-scle-ro-sis (o'taskliro'sis), n. the 
growth of new bone around the inner¬ 
most bones of the middle ear, causing 
deafness. 

Ot-to-man Empire (ot'sman), the 
former Turkish empire that existed 
from 1300 to the end of World War I 
and was replaced by the Republic of 
Turkey. 

ou-bli-ette (oo'bleet,)> n. a hidden 
dungeon that can be entered only 
from above. 

out-age (ou'tij), n. a stopping in the 
functioning of a machine due to a 

lack of power. 
out-Her-od (outherGd), v. to surpass 

or exceed in evil, violence, extrava¬ 

gance, etc. 
outing flannel, a lightweight cotton 

flannel having a short nap. 

ou-trance (ootraNs,)> «• French, the 
extreme limit; utmost extremity, 

ou-tre (ootra,)) n. French, going be¬ 
yond the limits of what is acceptable, 
proper, or decent. 

ou-zo (oo'zo), n. a Greek liqueur fla¬ 

vored with anise, 
o-va (o'va), n. Plural of ovum, 
o-var-i-an (overman), adj. relating to 

or involving an ovary, 
o-var-i-ec -to-mize (over ;eek1 tamlz), 

v. to remove one or both ovaries, 
o-var-i-ec-to-my (over'eek'tame), n. 

the removal of one or both ovaries by 
surgical operation; oophorectomy, 

o-var-i-ot-o-my (over'eotGme), n. 

the surgical incision or removal of an 

ovary. 
o-va-ri-tis (ovarTTis), n. inflammation 

of the ovaries; oophoritis. 

o-va-ry (S'vare), n. the female repro¬ 
ductive organ producing ova. 

o-ver-kill (o'varkil), n. the capacity of 
a country to cause destruction by 
nuclear weapons in excess of the 
amount required for victory over an 
enemy. 

o-vert (ovurt'), adj. open; uncon¬ 
cealed; public. —o-vert'ly, adv. 

o-ver-ture (o'varCHar), n. an intro¬ 
ductory move; preliminary step, 

o-ver-ween-ing (6 'varweTiNG), adj. 

presumptuous; conceited; arrogant; 
excessive. 

o-vi-duct (o'vidukt), n. either of the 
two tubes which carry ova from the 
ovary to the outside, 

o-vif-er-ous (ovifharas), adj. bearing 
or producing eggs. 

o-vi-form (o'vaform), adj. shaped 
like an egg. 

o-vine (o'vln), adj. relating to or con¬ 
cerned with sleep. 

o-vip-a-ra (SvipGra), n. pi. animals 
that lay eggs. 

o-vip-a-rous (ovipGras), adj. produc¬ 
ing eggs that hatch outside the body 
of the mother, as birds, some fishes, 

etc. 
o-vi-pos-it (o'vipoz'it), v. to lay eggs 

by means of an ovipositor, 
o-vi-pos-i-tor (5Tipoz'itar), n. (incer¬ 

tain insects and fish) a specialized 
organ through which eggs are ex¬ 

pelled. 
o-vi-sac (o'visak), n. a container or 

capsule for holding an ovum or ova. 
o-void (o'void), adj. having the shape 

of an egg. 
o-vo-vi-vip-a-rous (S'vSvIvipGras), 

adj. producing eggs that hatch inside 

the body of the mother, 
o-vu-lar (o^vyalar), adj. relating to or 
having the nature of an ovule, 

o-vu-late (o^vyalat), v. to expel or re¬ 

lease eggs from an ovule, 
o-vule (5,vyool), n. the sac containing 
the unfertilized female germ cell, 

o-vutn (o'vam), n.,pl. o-va (o'va). the 
female reproductive cell of animals 

or plants. 
ox-im-e-ter (oksim'itar), n. a device 
to measure the extent of oxygen 
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saturation of the hemoglobin in a 
sample quantity of blood, 

ox-im-e-try (oksim'itre), n. the mea¬ 
surement of oxygen saturation of the 
hemoglobin with an oximeter. 

Ox-o-nran (okso'nean), adj. relating 
to or belonging to Oxford, England, 
or to Oxford University. 
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oys-tered (oi'stord), adj. (of furni¬ 
ture) veneered with designs made up 
of concentric rings, 

o-zo-no-sphere (ozo'nosfer), n. an 
atmospheric layer, ranging from 8 to 
30 miles above the surface of the 
earth, characterized by a high con¬ 
centration of ozone. 



p 
pab-u-lum (pab'yabm), n. food; any¬ 

thing nourishing. 
pach-y-derm (pak'idurm), n. any 
thick-skinned nonruminant hoofed 
quadruped, as the elephant, rhinoc¬ 
eros, etc. —pachyder'ma-tous, 

odj. 

pach-y-lo-sis (pakolh'sis), n. a medi¬ 
cal disorder in which the skin, esp. 
on the legs, becomes scaly and thick¬ 

ens. 
pac-tion (pak'sHan), n. 1. a contract; 

an agreement; a bargain. 2. the action 
of making a contract, etc. 

pad-nag (pad'nag), n. an old, slow 

horse; a nag. 
pa-dro-ne (padrh'ne), «., pi. pa-dro¬ 
nes. an employer who controls almost 
totally the lives of his workers, pro¬ 
viding them with accommodation 
and food as well as employment so as 

to exploit them to the full. 
pad-u-a-soy (paj'ooasoi), n. a smooth, 

rich silk fabric. See also peau de soie, 

poult-de-soie. 
pae-an, pe-an (pebn), n. a song of 

praise or triumph. 
paed-er-ast (pedbrast), n. pederast. 
paed-er-as-ty (pedbraste), n. peder¬ 

asty. 
pae-di-at-rics (pe'deat'riks), n. pedi¬ 

atrics. 
pae-do-bap-tism (pe'dhbap'tizm), n. 

pedobaptism. 
pae-do-gen-e-sis (pedajen'isis), n. re¬ 

production by animals in the larval 
or some other juvenile form, which 
persists into the adult stage of life, as 
in the axolotl. 

pa-el-la (paa'b), n. a Spanish dish 
consisting of chicken, rice, saffron, 
tomatoes, seasonings, stock, and 
often shellfish, all cooked slowly to¬ 
gether until the moisture is absorbed. 

pag-i-nate (pajbnat), v. to indicate 
the order of pages in a book, as by 
marking each with a number. —pag- 
i naction, n. 

pail-lette (palyet'), n. a small shining 
decoration, resembling a bead or 
sequin, sewn onto a dress; a spangle. 

pail-lon (payoN,)) n. a thin sheet of 
metal foil used in enameling and 

gilding. 
paint-er-ly (panbarle), adj. of a style 

of painting relying on the use of light 
and shade, tonal relations, and mul¬ 
tiple brush strokes to give a naturalis¬ 
tic impression of shape and outline 
without using firm outlines that can 
be observed at close quarters. 

pais-ley (pazMe), n. 1. a soft woolen 
fabric with a characteristic brightly 
colored and finely detailed pattern 
woven in, first made in Paisley, Scot¬ 
land. 2. Also called paisley print, a 
pattern resembling that of paisley 

fabric. 
pal-a-din (palbdin), n. a knight er¬ 

rant; a chivalrous champion. 

237 
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pa-lae-o-bi-ol-o-gy (pa 'leoblol'aje), 
n. paleobiology. 

pa-lae-o-bot-a-ny (pa'leobot'ane), n. 

paleobotany. 
Pa-lae-o-cene (pa'leasen), adj. Paleo- 

cene. 
pa-lae-o-cli-ma-tol-o-gy (padeoklT- 

matol'aje), n. paleoclimatology. 
pa-lae-o-e-col-o-gy (pa'leoikol'aje), 

n. paleoecology. 
pa-lae-o-en-to-mol-o-gy (pa'leoen'- 
tamol'aje), n. paleoentomology. 

Pa-lae-o-gene (pa'leajen), adj. Paleo¬ 
gene. 

pa-lae-o-ge-og-ra-phy (padeojeog'- 
rafe), n. paleogeography. 

Pa-lae-o-lith-ic (pa'lealit/t'ik), adj. 

Paleolithic. 
pa-lae-ol-o-gy (padeol'aje), n. pale- 

ology. 
pa-lae-on-tog-ra-phy (pa'leantog'- 

rafe), n. paleontography. 
pa-lae-on-tol-o-gy (pa'leantol'aje), n. 

paleontology. 
pa-laeo-pa-thology (pa deopat/iol'- 

aje), n. paleopathology. 
pa'lae -o-pe-dol-o -gy (pa deopidol' - 

aje), n. paleopedology. 
pa-lae-o-trop-i-cal (pa deotrop'ikal), 

adj. paleotropical. 
Pa-lae-o-zo-ic (pa deazS'ik), adj. 

Paleozoic. 
pa-lae-o-zo-ol-o-gy (padeozool'aje), 

n. paleozoology. 
pal-a-tine1 (paPatln), adj. relating to 

a palace. 
pal-a-tine2 (paPatln), adj. relating to 
the palate. 

pa-lav-er (palav'ar), n. 1. a lengthy 
conference, esp. with primitive na¬ 
tives by traders or the like. 2. idle 
chatter. 

Pa-le-arc-tic, Pa-lae-arc-tic (pa de- 
ark'tik), adj. of or relating to the geo¬ 
graphical area made up of Europe, 
that part of Asia lying north of the 
Himalayas, the northern part of the 
Arabian peninsula, and that part of 
Africa lying north of the tropic of 
Cancer. 

pa-le-eth-nol-o-gy (pa deet/mol'aje), 
n. the scientific study of the early or 
primitive human races. 

pa-le-o-bi-ol-o-gy, pa-lae-o-bi-ol-o- 
gy (padebbTol'aje), n. the scientific 
study of fossil plants and animals, 

pa-le-o-bot-a-ny, pa-lae-o-bot-a-ny 
(pa deobot'ane), n. the scientific study 
of fossil plants. 

Pa-le-o-cene, Pa-lae-o-cene (pa'lea- 
sen), adj. relating to or denoting a 
geological epoch of the Tertiary peri¬ 
od of the Cenozoic era, lasting from 
70,000,000 years ago to 60,000,000 
years ago and characterized by the 
development of birds and mammals. 
See also Tertiary, Neocene, 

pa-le-o-cli-ma-tol-o-gy, pa-lae-o- 
cli-ma-tol-o-gy (pa de-oklCmatol'- 
aje), n. the scientific study of the cli¬ 
mates of past geological periods, 

pa-le-o-e-col-o-gy, pa-lae-o-e-col-o- 
gy (padeoikol'aje), n. the branch of 
ecology dealing with past geological 
periods. 

pa-le-o-en-to-mol-o-gy, pa-lae-o- 
en-to-mol-o-gy (padeoen'tamol'- 
aje)> n. the scientific study of fossil 
insects. 

Pa-le-o-gene, Pa-lae-o-gene (pa'le- 
ajen), adj. relating to or denoting 
the earlier part of the Tertiary period 
of the Cenozoic era of geological 
time, divided into the Paleocene, 
Eocene, and Oligocene epochs, and 
lasting from 70,000,000 years ago to 
25,000,000 years ago. See also Neo¬ 
gene. 

pa-le-o-ge-og-ra-phy, pa-lae-o-ge- 
og-ra-phy (padeojeog'rafe), n. the 
science of reconstructing or repre¬ 
senting the geographic features of the 
earth as they existed in the various 
periods of geological time, 

pa-le-o-ge-ol-o-gy (padeojeol'aje), n. 

the scientific representation of the 
geological conditions prevailing in 
the various periods of geological time, 

pa-le-og-ra-phy (padeog'rafe), n. the 
study of ancient writing and inscrip¬ 
tions. 

pa-le-o-lith (pa'lealit/z), n. a chipped 
stone implement of the early Stone 
Age. 

Pa-le-o-lith-ic, Pa-lae-o-lith-ic (pa'- 
lealit/i'ik), adj. of or relating to the 
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early Stone Age culture of the Pleisto¬ 
cene epoch, which lasted from c. 

500,000 to 10,000 B.C. and was 
characterized by the use of tools and 
weapons chipped from stone or bone. 
See also Neolithic, 

pa-le-ol-o-gy, pa-lae-ol-o-gy (pa'le- 
ol'aje), n. the study of ancient relics. 

—pa-le-o-log'i-cal, adj. 

pa le on tog ra phy, pa lae on tog- 
ra-phy (pa'leontog'rafe), n. the sci¬ 
entific description of extinct animals 
and plants. 

pa-le-on-tol-o-gy, pa-lae-on-tol-o- 
gy (pa'leontoPaje), n. the scientific 
study of the life existing in the various 
geological periods by means of fossil 
plants and animals. —pa-le-on-toPo- 

gist, n. 
pa-le-o-pa-thol-o-gy, pa-lae-o-pa- 

thol-o-gy (pa'leopat/ioPaje), n. the 
study of disease and other features of 
medical interest found in fossils of 

animals and early man. 
pa-le-o-pe-dol-o-gy, pa-lae-o-pe- 

dol-o-gy (pa'leopidoPaje), n. the sci¬ 
entific study of the soil conditions of 
past geological periods, 

pa-le-o-psy-chol-o-gy (pa'leosikoP- 
aje), n. the study of those psycho¬ 
logical processes that are thought to 
have survived from a previous stage 
in evolution. —pa-le-o-psy'chic, adj. 

pa-le-o-trop-i-cal, pa-lae-o-trop-i- 
cal (padeotrop'ikal), adj. of or relat¬ 
ing to the geographical area consist¬ 
ing of the Oriental and Ethiopian 

regions. 
Pa • le -o -zo -ic, Pa-lae -o -zo -ic (pa' lea - 

zo'ik), adj. relating to or denoting the 
geological era that lasted from 
600,000,000 years ago to 220,000,000 
years ago and was characterized by 
the advent of fish, insects, and rep¬ 

tiles. 
pa-le-o-zo-ol-o-gy, pa-lae-o-zo-ol- 

o-gy (pa'leozooPaje), n. the scien¬ 

tific study of fossil animals. 
paPfrey (poPfre), n. a horse for ordi¬ 
nary riding, as distinct from riding to 

war, and esp. for use by women, 
pal-imp-sest (pal'impsest), n. a 

parchment or other early writing 

sheet used for the second time after 
erasure of the writing originally on it. 

pal-in-drome (pal'indrom), n. a 
word, phrase, line of verse, etc. that 
reads the same backward as forward, 
as evil madam, live. 

pal-in-gen-e-sis (pal'injen'isis), n. 1. 
rebirth; revival. 2. the type of devel¬ 
opment in which individuals repeat 
the features of their ancestral race or 
group. See also cenogenesis. 

paPin-gen-e-sist (palfinjen'isist), n. 

one who believes in the transmigra¬ 
tion of souls. Also pal-in-gen'ist. 

paPIPate (paPeat), v. to alleviate; to 
extenuate; to make excuses in attemp¬ 
ted mitigation. —pal-li-a-tive, adj., n. 

pal-lid (paPid), adj. pale; colorless; 
lacking vitality. 

pal ma ry (paPmare), adj. deserving 

of praise. 
paPmate (paPmat), adj. shaped like 

an open and spread hand, as certain 
leaves. —paPma'tion,M. 

palnvis'try (pa'mistre), n. fortune¬ 
telling based on interpretation of the 
lines on the palm of the hand. 

paPpa-ble (paPpabal), adj. capable of 
being readily perceived by the senses 
or the mind; evident, 

pal-pate (paPpat), v. to carry out an 
examination, esp. medical, by touch. 
—pal-pa'tion, n. 

pal-pe-bral (paPbabral), adj. relating 

to the eyelid. 
pal-pe-brate (paPpabrat), adj. with 

eyelids. 
pal-ter (poPtar), v. to be insincere in 

speech or action; to equivocate; to 

haggle; to trifle. 
pa-lu-dal (paloo'dl), adj. relating to 

or caused by marshes, 
pal-u-dism (paPyadizm), n. malaria. 
pal-y-noPo-gy (palanoPaje), n. the 

scientific study of fossil and live 
microscopic plant structures, as 

spores, pollen grains, etc. 
pam-ple-gia (pample'ja), n. See pan¬ 

plegia. 
pan-a-ce-a (panase'a), n. a cure for all 

diseases. 
pa-nache (panasH'), n. 1. an orna¬ 

ment, as a plume or tassel, esp. on 
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headgear. 2. a stylish or swaggering 
manner. 

pan-at-ro-phy (panat'rafe), n. the 
wasting away or other degeneration 
of a whole structure or body, 

pan-car-di-tis (pan'kardfftis), n. in¬ 
flammation of all parts of the heart, 

pan-chro-mat-ic (pan'kromat'ik), 
adj. reacting to all colors of the spec¬ 
trum, as a photographic color film, 

pan-cre-as (pan'kreas), n. a large 
gland near the stomach secreting di¬ 
gestive juices into the duodenum and 
insulin into the bloodstream, 

pan-cre-a-tec-to-mize (pan'krea- 
tekffomlz), v. to perform a pancrea¬ 
tectomy. 

pan-cre-a-tec-to-my (pan 'kreotek'- 
tame), n. the surgical removal of all 
or a part of the pancreas, 

pan-cre-at-ic juice (pan'kreat'ik), 
the digestive juice secreted by the 
pancreas, consisting of a colorless 
thick alkaline fluid capable of break¬ 
ing down protein, fat, and starch by 
enzyme action. 

pan-cre-a-tin (pan'kreatin), n. a sub¬ 
stance containing the enzymes, found 
in pancreatic juice, amylase, lipase, 
and trypsin, used esp. as an aid to 
digestion. 

pan-cre-a-ti-tis (pan'kreatfftis), n. 

inflammation of the pancreas, 
pan-cre-a-tot-o-my (pan 'kreatot'- 

ame), n. surgical incision of the pan¬ 
creas. 

pan-dect (pan'dekt), n. a comprehen¬ 
sive summary; a digest, as of a code 
of laws. 

pan-dem-ic (pandem'ik), adj. dis¬ 
tributed or prevalent throughout the 
world or some large area of it, as a 
disease; universal. 

pander (pan'dar), n. 1. a go-between 
in secret love affairs; a procurer. 2. 
one who provides the means for or 
profits from the vices of others. Also 
pan'der-er. 

pan-dic-u-la-tion (pandik 'yala'- 
SHan), n. the process or act of stretch¬ 
ing, esp. as used in medical treatment, 

pan-dit (pun'dit), n. a highly respec¬ 
ted scholar or wise man in India. 

pan-dour (pan'dbor), n. a ferocious, 

rapacious soldier. 
pan-dow-dy (pandou'de), n. an apple 

pie or pudding sweetened with mo¬ 
lasses. Also apple pandowdy, 

pan-du-rate (pan'dyarat), adj. fiddle¬ 
shaped, as certain leaves. Also pan- 
du'ri-form. 

pan-e-gyr-ic (pan fijir'ik), n. a eulogy; 
a speech in praise of someone or 
something. —pan-e-gyr'ist, n. 

pan-e-gy-rize (pan'ijarlz), v. to de¬ 
liver or write a discourse in praise of 
a person or thing; to eulogize, 

pan-et-to-ne (pan'ito'ne), n. an Ital¬ 
ian leavened bread containing dried 
fruits, nuts, etc., eaten on holidays, 

pa-niv-o-rous (paniv'aras), adj. 

bread-eating; living on bread, 
pan-jan-drum (panjan'dram), n. a 
pompous official; an official who sup¬ 
poses himself to be important, 

pan-lo-gism (panMajizm), n. the 
philosophical theory that only the 
logos, the rational principle, is truly 
real and the universe is but an act or 
realization of it. 

pan-nic-u-lus (panik'yalas), n., pi. 

pan-nic-u-li (panik'yall). a layer of 
tissue, as the layer of fat beneath the 
skin. 

pan-nier (pan'yar), n. 1. a large bas¬ 
ket, as for carrying provisions or small 
items for trade. 2. a frame of oval 
shape for holding out the skirt of a 
woman’s dress at the hips, 

pan-nus (pan'as), n. an abnormal con¬ 
dition of the eye, in which the cornea 
becomes thickened, 

pan-o-ply (pan'aple), n. a complete 
covering or array, either material or 
ideal and esp. splendid, 

pan-op-tic (panop'tik), adj. allowing 
a view of or taking into consideration 
all parts or aspects, 

pan-ple-gi-a (panple'jea), n. paralysis 
of all four limbs; quadriplegia. Also 
pamplegia. 

pan-psychism (pansl'kizm), n. the 
philosophical theory that every ob¬ 
ject has a mind or a psyche. —pan- 
psy'chist, n. 

pan-soph-ism (pan'safizm), n. a claim 
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to have complete knowledge or wis¬ 
dom. 

pan-so-phy (panGafe), n. complete 
knowledge or wisdom, 

pan-sper-mi-a (panspuffmea), n. the 
theory that there are distributed 
throughout the universe germs or 
spores capable of developing into liv¬ 
ing things and that they do develop 
wherever the conditions are favor¬ 
able. Also pan-sper'maoism, 

pan-the-ism (panG/zeizm), n. the doc¬ 
trine that all parts of the universe, esp. 
nature, are only manifestations of 
God who is the supreme reality; any 
doctrine or belief that God is the uni¬ 
verse and the universe is God. 

pan to-fle, pantof-fle (pan'tafal), n. 
an indoor shoe; a slipper, 

pan-to-graph (pan'tagraf), n. 1. an 
instrument for copying plans or the 
like in any given scale. 2. a device for 
carrying electric current from an 
overhead cable to a vehicle such as a 

trolley car. 
pan-tol o gy (pantolGje), n. a survey 

or systematic review of all fields of 
human knowledge, 

pan-trop-ic (pantrop'ik), adj. affect¬ 
ing or drawn toward many kinds of 

body tissue. 
pan-trop*i-cal (pantrop'ikal), adj. 

(esp. of living things) distributed 
throughout the tropics, 

paifzer (panGar), adj. furnished with 
armor; armored, as a military unit 
with tanks or the like, 

pap (pap), n. 1. soft or semi-liquid food 
for babies or invalids. 2. any written 
or spoken material that is weak in 
content and lacks substance, 

pa-paver-a-ceous (papav'ara'sHas), 

adj. of any plant belonging to the 

poppy family. 
pa-per (pa'par), n. corporate and mu¬ 

nicipal (stocks and) bonds, treasury 
notes, negotiable notes, etc. 

pap'ederie (pap'itre), n. a case or box 
of writing paper and other writing 

materials. 
pap-il-lote (papGlot), n. a fringed pa¬ 
per decoration wrapped round the 

end of a chop or cutlet bone. 

pap^ule (pap'yool), n. a small pointed 
inflamed prominence on the skin, 

pap-yra-ceous (papara'sHas), adj. of 
a paper-like nature; papery, 

par-a-bi-tvsis (par GbI5Gis), n. a 
union of two individuals, often by 
surgery as an experiment, so that their 
blood circulations become one con¬ 
tinuous process. 

par-a-ble (parGbal), n. a short story 
conveying a moral or truth by alle¬ 
gory; any statement conveying its 
meaning indirectly, as by analogy, 

par-a'cen-te’sis (parGsenteGis), n., 
pi. par-a-cen-te-ses (parGsenteGez). 
the surgical draining of fluid from a 
body cavity through a hole punctured 
in its wall. Also tapping, 

pa-rach-ro-nism (parak'ranizm), n. 

an error in chronology whereby a 
date later than the correct one is giv¬ 
en to an event or the like. See also 
anachronism, prochronism. 

par-a'dete (parGklet), n. one called 
upon for help or to intercede, 

par'a-cu'sis (parokyoo'sis), n. partial 
deafness. Also par-a-cu'sia. 

par-a'digm (parGdim), n. an exam¬ 
ple ; a model to use as a standard, 

par-aes-the'sia (par'ist/ze'zHa), n. 

paresthesia. 
par-a-geu-sia (paragyoo'zHa), n. a 
psychiatric disorder in which the 
sense of taste is disordered and sub¬ 
ject to hallucinations, 

par-a-go-ge (parago'je), n. the incor¬ 
rect adding of a sound or sounds to 
the end of a word, as coolth for cool. 

par-a*gon (parGgon), n. an example 
or model of excellence in general or 
of a particular excellence, 

par a graph i a (paragraf'ea), n. the 
mental disorder characterized by the 
inability to put thoughts into writing 
or the writing of words or letters dif¬ 
ferent from those intended, 

par-ai-son (parGzon), n. Seeparison. 
par-a-lex-i-a (paralekGea), n. a defect 

in the ability to read, characterized 
by the mental transposing of letters 

or words. 
par-a-li-pom-e-na (par GlipomGna), 

n. pi. things added as a supplement 
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after being left out of or dealt with 
inadequately in the main text. 

par-al-lel-e-pi-ped, par-al-lel-o-pi- 
ped (par'alehopl'pid), n. a prism 
with six faces, each of which is a par¬ 
allelogram. Also par-al-lel-e-pip'e- 

don. 
pa-ral-o-gize (paral'ajlz), v. to draw 

illogical conclusions from a set of facts 
or assumptions. 

paralysis agitans. See Parkinson’s 
disease. 

par-a-mag-net-ic (par'omagnet'ik), 
adj. relating to or denoting a sub¬ 
stance that possesses magnetization 
in direct proportion to the strength 
of the magnetic field in which it is 
placed. See also antiferromagnetic, 
diamagnetic, ferromagnetic. 

par-a-med-i-cal (paramed'ikol), adj. 
having a supplementary or secondary 
capacity in relation to the medical 
profession. 

par-a-ment (par'amont), «., pi. par- 
a-ments, par-a-men-ta. a decorative 
hanging or other ornament for a 
room. 

pa-ram-e-ter (param'itar), n. some¬ 
thing used as a standard against which 
other things are measured. —par-a- 
metric, adj. 

par-a-mil-i-tar-y (paramil'itere), 
adj. relating to or denoting an orga¬ 
nized force ancillary to or taking the 
place of a regular military force. 

par-a-mour (par'amdor), n. a lover, 
esp. that of a married person. 

par-a-na-sal (parana'zal), adj. near 
the nasal passages. 

par-a-noi-a (paranoi'a), n. a mental 
disorder in which the patient suffers 
delusions axtd imagines himself per¬ 
secuted by others. —par-a-noi'ac, 
par-a-noid, adj. 

par-a nymph (par'animf), n. a 
groomsman or bridesmaid at a wed¬ 
ding ceremony. 

par-a-pa-re-sis (par'apare'sis), n. 
partial paralysis, affecting in particu¬ 
lar the legs. 

par-aph (par'af), n. an elaborate 
flourish following a signature, origi¬ 
nally to make forgery difficult. 

par-a-phras-tic (parafras'tik), adj. of 
the nature of a paraphrase; expressed 
in different words; reworded, as to 
make clearer. —pa-raph'ra-sis, par' 

a-phrast, n. 
par-a-ple-gi-a (paraple'jea), n. par¬ 

alysis of both legs. 
par-a-psy-chol-o-gy (par'aslkol'- 

aje), «. the scientific study of psychic 
phenomena, as telepathy, clairvoy¬ 
ance, etc. 

par-a-sit-i-cide (parasit'isld), adj. 1. 
that kills parasites of plants or ani¬ 
mals. —n. 2. a substance or prepara¬ 
tion that kills parasites, 

par-a-sit-ol-o-gy (par'asltol'aje), n. 
the scientific study of parasites and 
their effect. 

par-a-si-to-sis (par'aslth'sis), n. any 
abnormal condition caused by para¬ 
sites. 

par-a-sym-pa-thet-ic (par'asim'- 
pat/zet'ik), adj. relating to one of the 
two types of nerve in the autonomic 
nerve system, consisting of nerve fi¬ 
bers and ganglia which leave the cen¬ 
tral nervous system at the cranial and 
sacral regions, and working in opposi¬ 
tion to the sympathetic nerves, as in 
stimulating peristalsis in the gut 
which sympathetic nerves inhibit, 
and contracting the eye pupil which 
sympathetic nerves dilate, 

par-a-tax-ic (paratak'sik), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or characterized by emotional 
or personality conflicts, 

par-a-thi-on (parat/n'on), n. a yellow¬ 
ish-brown insecticide related to nerve 
gas and extremely poisonous to mam¬ 
mals. 

par-a-thy-roid (parat/zl'roid), adj. 
close to the thyroid gland, 

parathyroid gland, one of four small 
glands or gland-like masses adjacent 
to the thyroid gland, which produce 
secretions that control the calcium 
balance between blood and bones, 

par-a-troph-ic (paratrof'ik), adj. liv¬ 
ing on live organic matter; parasitic, 

par-a-typhoid (paratl'foid), n. an in¬ 
fectious disease similar to but less 
severe than typhoid fever, caused by 
a salmonella bacillus and spreading 
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where hygiene is poor. Also para¬ 
typhoid fever. 

par-a-vane (par'avan), n. an appara¬ 
tus towed by a ship, consisting of a 
pair of vanes at the ends of cables and 
used to cut the moorings of sub¬ 
merged mines so that they rise to the 
surface and can be destroyed, 

par-a-vent (par'avent), n. a screen 
against wind or drafts, 

par-buck-le (par'bukal), n. a device 
for raising and lowering casks and 
the like, consisting of a rope fastened 
by its center at the higher level so that 
the two ends can be passed round the 
item to be raised and hauled on or let 
out from the higher level, 

par-ce-nar-y (par'sanere), n. the joint 
possession of an undivided inherit¬ 
ance, as land, by two or more heirs, 

par-e-gor-ic (paragor'ik), n. any 
soothing or pain-killing medical pre¬ 

paration. 
par-en-ter-al (paren'taral), adj. en¬ 
tering the body by a means other than 
absorption from the intestine, as a 
drug by injection; not intestinal, 

pa-ren-ti-cide (paren'tisld), n. the 
act of killing one or both of one’s 

parents. 
pa-re-sis (pare'sis), n. partial paraly¬ 

sis or weakening of muscular power 
affecting movement but not sensa¬ 
tion. —pa-ret'ic, adj., n. 

par-es-the-sia, par-aes-the-sia 
(par'ist/ze'zHa), n. a form of inter¬ 
ference with sensation in which 
numbness, tingling, prickling, etc., 
are felt, as in cases of injury to peri¬ 

pheral nerves, etc. 
pa re ve (par'ava), adj. (in Judaism) 
able to be eaten with both meat and 
dairy meals because it contains nei¬ 
ther meat nor milk, consistent with 

laws of diet. Also parve. 
par-get (par'jit), n. any of several 
kinds of rough plaster, esp. one used 

for lining chimneys, 
parg-ing (par^iNG), n. a thin plaster 

or mortar coating used for sealing or 

smoothing over rough masonry, 
pa-ri-ah (parPa), n. a social outcast, 

par-i-es (per'eez), n., pi. pa-ri-e-tes 

(parPitez). the wall of the body or of 
any of its hollow organs; a structural 
wall of a plant. 

pa-ri-e-tal (parPitl), adj. 1. relating to 
or situated near the two parietal 
bones at the top and sides of the skull. 
2. relating to a paries or to parietes. 
3. relating to or with authority over 
life within the bounds of a college, 
university, etc. 

pa-ri pas-su (per'e pas'oo), Latin. 

equally; fairly; without bias, 
par-i-son (par'isan), n. molten glass 

in a partially shaped state. Also parai- 
son. 

Park-in-son’s disease (par'kinsanz), 
a medical disorder in which there is 
progressive rigidity of the muscles, 
and tremors. Also Par'kin-son- 
ism, paralysis agitans, shaking 

palsy. 
par-lance (parMans), n. idiom; the 

way of speaking proper to a particular 
subject, as legal parlance. 

par-ley (par'le), n. a discussion of mat¬ 
ters in dispute, esp. one among mili¬ 
tary leaders to arrange peace terms, 

par-lous (par'las), adj. difficult to es¬ 
cape from or deal with; perilous. 

Par-men-tier (par'mentya'), adj. of 
a dish made from or garnished with 
potato. Also Par-men-tiere'. 

Par me san (par'mizan), n. a hard, 
strongly flavored, skim-milk cheese 
usually grated to serve with pasta, 
soup, etc., originally made in Parma, 
N. Italy. Also Parmesan cheese, 

par-mi-gia-na (parmazHa'na), adj. of 
an Italian dish containing or gar¬ 
nished with Parmesan cheese. Also 

par'mi-gia-no. 
Par-nas-sus (parnas'as), n. 1. a col¬ 

lection of poems or fine pieces of writ¬ 
ing. 2. poetry or poets considered as 

a lofty whole. 
pa-ro-chi-al (parb'keal), adj. of ex¬ 
cessively narrow interests or views. 
—pa-ro'chi-al-ism, n. 

parochial school, a school run and 
maintained by a religious body, 

par-o-don-ti-um (paradon'sHeam), 
n., pi. par-o-don-tia (paradon'sHea). 

See periodontium. 
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pa-roe-mi-ol-o-gy (pare'meol'oje), 
n. the technique or practice of coining 
proverbs. —pa-roe-mi-ol'o-gist, n. 

par-o-no-ma-sia (par'anoma'zHa), 
n. punning; word-play, 

par-o-nych-i-a (paranik'ea), n. in¬ 
flammation of the tissue around a 
fingernail or toenail, usually through 

infection, causing pus to form. Also 
perionychia. 

par-o-nych-i-um (paranik'eam), n., 

pi. par-o-nych-i-a. See perionych- 
ium. 

pa-ro-tic (paro'tik), adj. near the ear. 
pa-rot-id (parot'id), n. a salivary 

gland, in man the largest of three, at 
the base of and in front of the ear. 

par-o-ti-tis (parotitis), n. mumps. 
Also pa-rot-i-di'tis. 

par-ox-ysm (par'aksizm), n. any fit or 
outburst, as of action or emotion, 

par-pen (par'pan), n. See perpend, 
par-ri-cide (par'isld), n. the act of 
murdering one’s father. Also patri¬ 
cide. 

par-sec (par'sek), n. a unit used in 
astronomy in the measurement of 
stellar distances, equivalent to 3.26 
light years. 

Par-see (par'se), n. an Indian who 
belongs to the Zoroastrian religion, 

par-si-mo-ny (par'samone), n. exces¬ 
sive carefulness in using money, 
food, etc.; stinginess. —par-si-mo' 
ni-ous, adj. 

par-the-no-car-py (par't^anokar 
pe), n. the formation of fruit without 
fertilization, as can occur in the bana¬ 
na and pineapple, resulting in seed¬ 
less but otherwise normal fruits. 
—par-the-no-car'pic, par-the-no- 
car'pous, adj. 

par-the-no-gen-e-sis (par'tfonojen'- 
isis), n. development of an individual 
from an unfertilized ovum, normal in 
aphids and rotifers and able to be arti¬ 
ficially induced in many animals, 

par-tic-u-late (partik'yalit), adj. re¬ 
lating to, consisting of, or of the na¬ 
ture of particles. 

par-ti-tive (par'titiv), adj. forming or 
acting as a partition; serving to sep¬ 
arate into parts. 

par-tu-ri-ent (partoor'eant), adj. 

about to give birth; in labor, 
par-tu-ri-fa-cient (partoor'ofa'- 

SHont), adj. bringing on or hastening 
labor. 

par-tu-ri-tion (par'toorisH'an), n. 

childbirth; the act of giving birth, 
pa-rure (pardor'), n. a matched set of 
jewels, jewelry, or other personal or¬ 
naments. 

par-ve (par'va), n. See pareve. 
par-ve-nu (par'vanoo), n. a person 
who has lately or suddenly become 
wealthy or important but has not yet 
acquired the appropriate social re¬ 
finements, as in dress, manners, etc.; 
an upstart. 

pa-se-o (pasa'o), n., pi. pa-se-os. an 
area or path for public strolling; a 
promenade. 

pas-quil (pas'kwil), n. a pasquinade, 
pas-quin-ade (paskwanad'), n. a lam¬ 

poon or satire, originally one dis¬ 
played in a public place, 

passe-ment (pas'mant), n. a trim¬ 
ming for garments, made of thread of 
gold, silver, silk, etc. Also pass' 
a-ment. 

passe-men-terie (pasmen'tre), n. a 
trimming of gold or silver braid, lace, 
cord, or of beads or the like, 

passe-par-tout (pas'partoo'), n. 1. a 
decorative mat for framing a picture. 
2. a universal pass or means of entry; 
a master key. 

pas-ser-ine (pas'arin), adj. belonging 
or relating to the biological order 
comprising the birds with feet adap¬ 
ted for perching, having one toe 
pointing backward and the other 
three forward. 

pas-si-ble (pas'abal), adj. capable of 
sensation or emotion; with easily 
roused or influenced feelings, 

pas-sim (pas'im), adv. Latin, here and 
there; throughout; everywhere, usu¬ 
ally of the occurrences of a particular 
phrase, allusion, topic, name, etc., in 
a work or the works of an author when 
these are too frequent to mention or 
index separately. 

pas-sus (pas'as), n., pi. pas-sus, pas- 
sus-es. one of the major parts or sec- 
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tions into which a literary work of 
prose or poetry is divided. 

pas*ta (pa'sta), n. any one or all of the 
many forms of egg and flour paste, 
Italian in origin, formed into various 
sized strips, rolls, tubes, shells, etc., 
for cooking in boiling water and serv¬ 
ing with sauces of meat, tomato, etc.; 
a dish based on such an egg and flour 

paste. 
paste (past), n. an unleavened dough 

made from flour and shortening for 
use as pie crust, flan cases, and in 

other pastry dishes, 
pas-tic-cio (paste'CHd), n.,pl. pas'tic' 
ci (paste'cHe). a pastiche, 

pas'tiche (pasteSH'), n. a musical or 
literary work or a painting composed 
of a mixture of borrowed themes, mo¬ 
tifs, etc., from another’s work; a piece 
of music or literature or a painting 
executed in the style of another, usu¬ 
ally well known, composer, writer, or 
painter; an incongruous mixture of 
items or themes from various sources, 

pasdcral (pas^taral), adj. relating to 
the country or rural life; having or 
evoking the virtues, as peacefulness, 
simplicity, of country life, 

pas-to-ral-ism (pas'taralizm), n. the 

rearing of herds of sheep, cattle, or 
the like, as the chief activity in the 

economy of a community, 
pasdose (past5s,)J adj. of painting in 

which the paint is laid on thickly, 
pas-tra-mi (pastra'me), n. beef, usu¬ 

ally shoulder, highly seasoned and 

smoked or pickled, 
pa-te de foie gras (pata' da fwa gra')> 
pi. pa-tes de foie gras (pataz' da fwa 
graO- a paste made from the liver of 
fatted geese, a prized culinary deli¬ 

cacy. 
pa tel la (patel'a), n., pi. pa tel lae 

(patel'e). the bone forming the knee¬ 

cap. 
patelliform (patel'aform), adj. 

having the shape of a shallow cup or 

saucer. 
pa-ter-fa-miH-as (pa 'tarfamiKeas), 
n., pi. pa’ter'fa'mil'has'es. the male 

head of a household, usually the fa¬ 

ther. 

pa-ter-nal-ism (patur'nalizm), n. the 
exercise of control over a nation, em¬ 
ployees, a social group, etc., in the 
manner of a father over his children, 

pathetic fallacy, the attributing of 
human emotions or characteristics to 
inanimate objects or parts of nature, 
as the brave snowdrops. 

path-o-bi-ol-o-gy (pat^'oblol'aje), n. 
the study of abnormal or diseased 
conditions in living things; pathol¬ 

ogy. . _ 
pathro-cure (pai/zhokydbr), n. the ter¬ 
mination of a neurosis occurring in 
conjunction with the appearance of a 
physical disease. 

path-o-fofmic (pat/tafor'mik), adj. 
relating to the symptoms occurring 
in the initial stages of a disease, esp. 

of a mental illness. 
path-o-gen (pat&'ajan), n. any orga¬ 

nism that gives rise to disease. Also 
path'o-gene. 

path-o-gen-e-sis (paifojen'isis), n. 
the origin and mode of development 
of a disease. Also pa-thog'e-ny. 

pathro-gen-ic (paf/zajen'ik), adj. cap¬ 
able of causing disease, 

path-o-ge-nic-i-ty (paf/i'ojanis'ite), 
n. the capacity of an organism for 
causing disease. 

pa-thog-no-my (pat/rog'name), n. the 
study of diagnosis; the study of the 
symptoms and characteristics parti¬ 
cular to specific diseases. —pa-thog1 

no-mon'ic, adj. 
pa-thog-ra-phy (pa^og'rafe), n. a 

scientific description of a disease and 
its pathogenesis, often in the form of 
a published treatise, 

path o log i cal (patfoloj'ikal), adj. 
1. relating to pathology. 2. resulting 
from or concerning disease. Also 
path-o-log'ic. 

pa-thol-o-gy (pat/tol'aje), n. 1. the 
scientific study of physical diseases, 
their causes, symptoms, courses, and 
treatment. 2. any unhealthy or ab¬ 

normal physical condition, 
path-o-morph-ism (pat/iamor'fizm), 

n. abnormality in form or structure, 
path-o-neu-ro-sis (pat/j'anooro'sis), 

n. an abnormally excessive preoccu- 



pathos 246 

pation with a real disease being suf¬ 
fered or with a part of the body affec¬ 
ted by disease. 

pa-thos (pa'thos), n. the quality in any 
event, work of art, etc., that arouses 

pity or sorrow. 
pa-tho-sis (pat&o'sis), n. any diseased 

state or condition. 
pat-i-na (pat'ana), n. a filmy layer, 
usually green, formed on old bronze 
by oxidation and thought to add to its 
ornamental value. 

pat-ois (pat'wa), n.,pl. pat-ois. a form 
of speech used by the ordinary people 
of a particular district and different 
from the standard form of the lan¬ 
guage; local dialect; jargon. 

pa-tri-arch (pa'treark), n. the male 
head of a family or tribe. 

pa-tri-ar-chy (pa'trear'ke), n. a form 
of organization of a community in 
which the father or male head of the 
family, tribe, or the like, holds au¬ 
thority, descent is through the male 
line, and children become members 
of their father’s family or tribe. See 
also matriarchy. 

pa-tri-cian (patrisH'an), n. 1. a person 
of aristocratic or other high social 
rank. —adj. 2. of high social rank; 
aristocratic; befitting an aristocrat. 

pa-tri-ci-ate (patrisH'eit), n. the aris¬ 
tocracy; the patrician class of society. 

pat-ri-cide (pa'trisld), n. See parri¬ 
cide. 

pat-ri-lat-er-al (patralat'aral), adj. re¬ 
lated on the father’s side of the family. 
See also matrilateral. 

pat-ri-lin-e-age (patralin'eij), n. des¬ 
cent traced through the male line of a 
family. 

pat-ri-lin-e-al (patralin'eal), adj. in¬ 
heriting or descending through the 
male line of a family. Also pat-ri-lin' 
e-ar. 

pat-ri-li-ny (pat'rallne), n. the tracing 
of family descent through the male 
line. 

pat-ri-lo-cal (patralo'kal), adj. living 
with or situated near the husband’s 
family; relating to such living or situ¬ 
ation. Also called virilocal. See also 
matrilocal. 

pat-ri-mo-ny (pat'ramone), n. heri¬ 
tage; any inherited trait, quality, etc. 

pat-ri-po-tes-tal (pat'rapotes'tl), adj. 

relating to the authority held by a 
father or his side of a family, 

pa-tris-tic (patris'tik), adj. relating to 
the fathers of the Christian Church or 
to their writings or the study of them. 
Also pa-tris'ti-cal. 

pa-trol-o-gist (patrol'ajist), n. one 
who studies or is learned in patrology. 

pa-trol-o-gy (patroEaje), n. the study 
of the teachings of the fathers of the 
Christian Church. Also pa-tris'tics. 

pat-ro-nym-ic (patronim'ik), adj. re¬ 
lating to or denoting a name derived 
from the father or ancestor in the 
male line. 

pat-sy (pat'se), n. (in slang usage) a 
scapegoat; a person blamed for some¬ 
thing, often wrongfully, 

pat-ten (pat'n), n. a wooden sole held 
on the foot by a leather strap and often 
raised from the ground on a metal 
ring so as to keep the wearer’s foot 
clear of mud, puddles, etc.; any simi¬ 
lar footwear designed for the same 
purpose. 

pat-u-lous (paCH'alas), adj. open; 
spreading, as a tree, etc. 

pau-ci-ty (po'site), n. smallness of 
number or of quality; insufficiency, 

pav-o-nine (pav'anln), adj. relating 
to or resembling the peacock, 

pawl (pol), n. a short bar pivoted at 
one end to a support and engaging at 
the other end with a toothed wheel or 
bar so as to prevent recoil or to allow 
slight forward movement, as of a 
rope. 

Pax Ro-ma-na (paks' roma'ns), harsh 
peace terms imposed by a powerful 
nation on nations too weak to dispute 
them and against their will, esp. the 
peace enforced on its dominions by 
the Roman Empire, 

pax vo-bis-cum (paks' vobis'kam), 
Latin, peace be with you. 

peace pipe, a calumet, 
pe-an (pe'an), «. See paean, 

pearl-ized (pur'llzd), adj. made to 
look like mother-of-pearl, 

peau de soie (po' da swa'), a smooth 
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heavy silk or rayon fabric with a soft 
texture and grained, dull satiny sur¬ 
face on both sides, used for dresses, 
coats, etc. See also paduasoy, poult- 
de-soie. 

pebble dash, a finish to an exterior 
wall made of mortar into which small 
pebbles are pressed while it is still 
wet. 

pec-ca-ble (pek'abal), adj. liable to 
sin, error, or fault. 

pec-ca-dil-lo (pekadil'o), «., pi. pec* 
ca-dil-loes, pec-ca-dil-los. a small 
sin; a minor fault or offense. 

pec-cant (pek'ant), adj. guilty of sin; 
erring morally. 

pec-ca-vi (peka've), n.,pl. pec-ca-vis. 
a confession of having sinned or done 
wrong. 

Peck-sniff-i-an (peksnif'ean), adj. 

hypocritically professing to be bene¬ 
volent or of high morals, [after Mr 
Pecksniff in Charles Dickens’s Mar¬ 

tin Chuzzlewit] 
pec-ti-nate (pek'tanat), adj. forming 

or having close-set toothlike projec¬ 

tions; like a comb. 
pec-tize (pek'tlz), v. to make or be¬ 

come set like a jelly; to gel. 
pec-to-ral (pek'taral), adj. in, on, or 

relating to the chest. 
pec-u-late (pek'yalat), v. to embezzle; 

to appropriate fraudulently money or 
property held or controlled on behalf 
of another. —pec-u-la'tion, n. —pec* 
u-la'to-ry, adj. 

pe-cu-li-um (pikyoo'leam), n. a pri¬ 
vate or exclusive possession; private 

property. 
ped-ant (ped'nt), n. 1. one who shows 

off fiis knowledge excessively. 2. one 
who adheres strictly to petty rules or 
details or to theoretical knowledge, 
ignoring common sense. —pe-dan'ti- 

cism, ped'ant-ry, n. 

ped-ate (ped'at), adj. having or re¬ 

sembling a foot or feet. 
pe-dat-i-fid (padat'afid), adj. having 

palmate divisions with each division 
cleft to resemble toes, as a leaf; ped- 

ately divided. 
pe-dat-i-lob-ate (padat'alo'bat), adj. 

having palmate lobes with each lobe 

cleft to resemble toes, as a leaf; ped- 
ately lobed. Also pe-dat'i-lobed. 

ped-er-ast, paed-er-ast (ped'arast), 
n. a man who has sexual relations with 
another male, esp. with a boy. 

ped-er-as-ty, paed-er-as-ty (ped'ar- 
aste), n. sexual relations between two 
males, esp. between a man and a boy. 

pe-des-tri-an (pades'trean), adj. un¬ 
imaginative; ordinary; dull; prosaic, 

pe-di-at-rics, pae-di-at-rics (pe'de- 
at'riks), n. sing, the study and treat¬ 
ment of the diseases of children. —pe- 
di-a-tri'cian, pae-di-a-tri'cian, pe- 
di-at'rist, pae-di-at'rist, n. 

ped-i-cel (ped'isal), n. a small, sub¬ 
ordinate, stalk-like structure in aplant 
or animal. —ped-i-cel'late, adj. 

ped-i-cle (ped'ikal), n. a pedicel; a 
peduncle. 

pe-dic-u-lar (padik'yalar), adj. relat¬ 
ing to lice. 

pe-dic-u-li-cide (padik'yalisld), adj. 

having the capacity to kill lice. Also 
pe -die -u-li-ci 'dal. 

pe-dic-u-lo-sis (padik'yald'sis), n. in¬ 
festation with lice; the state of being 
lice-ridden. —pe-dic'u-lous, adj. 

ped-i-form (ped'aform), adj. having 

the form of a foot. 
pe-do-bap-tism, pae-do-bap-tism 
(ped'obap'tizm), n. the act or prac¬ 
tice of baptizing young children or 
infants. —pe-do-bap'tist, pae-do- 

bap'tist, n. 

pe-do-don-tics (pedadon'tiks), n. 

sing, the dental care and treatment of 
children’s teeth. Also pe-do-don'tia. 
—pe-do-don'tist, n. 

pe-do-phil-i-a (pedafil'ea), n. sexual 

desire felt by an adult for a child, 
pe-dun-cle (piduNG'kal), n. a stalk, 

esp. a main supporting stalk, as of a 
flower, fungus, organ, etc. —pe-dun' 

cu-late, adj. 

peign-oir (panwar'), n. a loose dress¬ 

ing gown worn by women, 
pej-o-ra-tion (pejara'sHan), n. a wor¬ 

sening ; a lowering of worth; depreci¬ 
ation. See also melioration, 

pe-jo-ra-tive (pijor'ativ), adj. depre¬ 
ciatory; disparaging; making lower 

in worth or quality. 
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pel-age (pel'ij), n. the hair, fur, wool, 
or the like covering the skin of an 
animal. 

pe-lag-ic (palaj'ik), adj. relating to the 
open sea or ocean. 

pe-lec-y-pod (pales'apod), n. any bi¬ 
valve mollusk, as the oyster, the mus¬ 
sel, etc. 

pel-er-ine (pel'aren), n. a woman’s fur 
or cloth close-fitting cape or tippet, 
usually waist-length in back and with 
long ends in front. 

Pe-le’s hair (pa'laz), threads of glass 

solidified from ejected volcanic lava, 
[from Hawaiian Pele, goddess of 
Kilauea volcano] 

Pele’s tears, globules of volcanic glass 
solidified from ejected lava. 

pe-lisse (pales'), n. 1. a fur-lined or 
fur-trimmed knee-length coat or 
cloak for women. 2. an ankle-length, 
narrow woman’s cloak with slit arm¬ 
holes. 

pel-la-gra (pala'gra), n. a disease 
caused by the deficiency of nicotinic 
acid in the diet and leading to skin, 
digestive, and nervous disorders. 

pel-li-cle (pel'ikal), n. a thin skin or 
film; scum. 

pel-lu-cid (paloo'sid), adj. transpar¬ 
ent; translucent; clear to the sight or 
mind. 

pel-oidCpel'oidj.n. mud used in medi¬ 
cal treatment. 

pel-vis (pel'vis), n.,pl. pel-vis-es, pel¬ 
ves (pel'vez). the bony girdle formed 
by the hip bones and sacrum. 

pem-mi-can (pem'akan), n. pow¬ 
dered dried meat mixed with fat and 
dried fruits and formed into a loaf or 
small cakes. 

pen-chant (pen'cHant), n. a leaning 
toward; an inclination; a strong lik¬ 
ing. 

pend-ent (pen'dnt), adj. hanging; 
suspended from above. 

pe-ne-plain, pe-ne-plane (pe'na- 
plan), n. an area of land made almost 
level by erosion. 

pen-e-tra-li-a (penatra'lea), n. pi. the 
innermost parts of a place or thing. 

pen-e-from-e-ter (pen'itrom'itar), n. 

an instrument to measure the power 

of penetration of x-rays and other 
types of radiation. Also pen-e-tram' 

e-ter, qualimeter. 
pen-i-cil (pen'isil), n. a small bristly 
tuft, as on a caterpillar. 

pen-na(pen'a),«.,p/.pen-nae(pen'e). 
one of the stiff-shafted, firm-vaned 
feathers of a bird appearing on the 
surface of the plumage and giving the 
body, wings, and tail their charac¬ 
teristic shape; a contour feather, 

pen-na-ceous (pana'sttas), adj. with 
the firm texture of a penna. 

pen-nate (pen'at), adj. having feath¬ 

ers or wings. Also pen'nat-ed. 
pen-non (pen'an), n. 1. a long, taper¬ 

ing or swallowtail flag; any flag or 
banner. 2. a bird’s wing or the termi¬ 
nal part of it. 

Penn-syl -va-ni -an (pensalva'nean), 
adj. relating to or denoting a geologi¬ 
cal period within the Paleozoic era 
(but sometimes considered an epoch 
within the Carboniferous period), 
lasting from about 300,000,000 years 
ago to 270,000,000 years ago and 
characterized by warm climate, 
swamps, and the advent of large rep¬ 
tiles. 

pen-sile (pen'sil), adj. 1. suspended, 
as some birds’ nests. 2. that constructs 
a hanging nest, used of birds, 

pen-ta-cle (pen'takal), n. See penta¬ 
gram. 

pen-tad (pen'tad), n. a group of five, 
as a five-year period; the number five, 

pen-ta-dac-tyl (pentadak'tal), adj. 

with five digits to each hand or foot; 
with five fingerlike parts, 

pen-ta-dec-a-gon (pentadek'agon), 
n. a polygon with fifteen sides and 
containing fifteen angles, 

pen-tag-o-noid (pentag'anoid), adj. 

five-sided; pentagon-shaped, 
pen-ta-gram (pen'tagram), n. a star 
with five points. Also called pentacle. 

pen-ta-he-dron (pentahe'dran), n., 
pi. pen-ta-he-drons, pen-ta-he-dra. a 
five-faced solid. 

pen-tam-er-ous (pentam'aras), adj. 

having or divided into five parts, 

pen-tap-tych (pen'taptik), n. a work 
of art, as a painting, carving, etc., con- 
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sisting of five panels hinged side by 
side, each bearing a part of the whole 
picture or bearing a separate picture. 
See also diptych, polyptych, trip¬ 
tych. 

pen-tar-chy (pen'tarke), n. govern¬ 
ment by a group of five people. 

pen-to-bar-bi-tal (pentabar'bital), 
n. a barbiturate drug used chiefly as a 
sedative and hypnotic, 

perrtose (pen'tos), n. the name given 
to a group of sugars resembling glu¬ 
cose but having only five carbon at¬ 
oms in the molecule. 

pe-nul-ti-ma (pinul'tama), n. the next 
to the last syllable of a word. Also 
pe'nult. See also ultima, 

pe-nul-ti-mate (pinuFtamit), adj. last 
but for one; next to last, 

pe-num-bra (pinum'bra), n., pi. pc 
num-brae (pinum'bre), pe-num' 
bras, a partial shadow round an area 
of total shadow, as round the total 
shadow of the moon or earth or the 
sun during an eclipse, 

pen-u-ry (pen'yare), n. destitution; 
utter poverty; scarcity; lack. —pe- 
nu'ri-ous, adj. 

pep'lum (pep'lam), n. a short flounce 
attached to a garment round the waist 
and sometimes long enough to cover 

the hips. 
pep'sin, pep-sine (pep,sin),«.astom- 

ach enzyme that breaks down pro¬ 
teins, manufactured commercially to 
ferment cheese, for use in digestive 

aids, etc. 
peptic (pep'tik), adj. relating to or 

aiding digestion. 
per ad ven ture (puradven'cHar), n. 

1. chance or possibility. 2. a conjec¬ 
ture. —adv. 3. maybe; perhaps. 4. by 

chance or at random. 
per-cale (parkaF). n- a plain- and 

close-woven, smooth, plain or prin¬ 

ted cotton fabric. 
per'cadine (purkalen'), n- a light, 

shiny-surfaced cotton fabric, usually 

in a plain color and used for lining, 
per cap-i-ta (par kap'ita), by the per¬ 

son; for each; a method of dividing 
the estate of a person who leaves no 
will, whereby all related equally to 

pergola 

the decedent receive equal shares. See 
also per stirpes. 

per-cerrtile (parsen'tll), n. (statis¬ 
tics) one of the class of values of a 
variable that divides the total fre¬ 
quency of a sample or population into 
100 equal parts. See also quantile, 
quartile. 

per-cept (pur'sept), n. the result of, as 
distinct from the act of, perceiving; 
the thing perceived, 
per-cip-ient (parsip'eant), adj. in the 
act of perceiving; having powers of 
perception or insight, 

per-cuss (parkus'), v. to strike with 
resulting shaking or shock in the per¬ 
son or thing struck, 

per-di-tion (pardisH'an), n. utter ruin 
of the spirit or soul; eternal damna¬ 
tion. 

per-du, per-due (perdY'), adj. French. 

hidden; out of sight, 
per-dur-a-ble (pardoor'abal), adj. 

permanently durable; everlasting, 

per-dure (pardoor'). v. to last for 
ever; to endure permanently, 

per-e-gri-nate (per'agranat), v. to 
make a journey, esp. on foot. —per-e- 
grhna'tion, n. 

per-e-grine (per'agrin), adj. from 

abroad; alien. 
peremptory (paremp'tare), adj. 

allowing no refusal or argument; dic¬ 

tatorial. 
peremptory challenge, an objection 

to a juror that requires no cause to be 

shown. 
per-fer-vid (parfur'vid), adj. ex¬ 

tremely ardent or intense. 
per-fi*dy (pur'fide), n. treachery; in¬ 

tentional breaking of faith. —per-fid' 

i-ous, adj. 

per'func-to-ry (parfuNGk'tare), adj. 

performed as routine duty; done su¬ 
perficially or mechanically, 

per-fuse (parfyoozO. v. to spread liq¬ 
uid, color, or the like over something. 
—per'fu'sion, n. 

per'geH'Sol (parjeFisol), n. perma¬ 

frost. 
per-go-la (pur'gala), n. an arbor or 
covered walk of climbing plants 
growing on horizontal trelliswork 
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held overhead on posts or columns, 
perd-anth (per'eant/z), n. the calyx 

and corolla of a flower: 
per-rapt (per'eapt), n. a lucky charm 

for wearing on the person as a brace¬ 
let, etc.; an amulet. 

perd4ar4terd4tis (per'ear'tori'tis), 
n. inflammation around the outside 
of an artery. 

pe-rib-odos, peTib-o-lus (porib'- 
olos), n., pi. pe-rib'O-loi (porib'oloi). 
a wall around sacred ground, 

per-i-car-dral (perokar'deol), adj. re¬ 
lating to the pericardium. Also perd4 
car'di-ac. 

perd4car-di4tis (per'akardl'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of the pericardium, 

per-i-car-drum (perakar'deom), n., 
pi. perd4car4di4a (perikar'deo). the 
thin membrane that encloses the 
heart. 

per-i-carp (per'okarp), n. the vessel 
containing a ripe seed, as a husk, nut, 
or berry. 

per d• chon dri • um (perak on' dream), 
n., pi. perd4chon4dri4a (perokon'- 
dreo). the membrane that covers car¬ 
tilages, except at joints. 

Perd-cle-an (perokle'on), adj. of out¬ 
standing intellect, power, and wealth, 
[after Pericles, c. 490—429 B.C., the 
leader under whom Athens attained 
its highest power] 

pe-ric’O-pe (porik'ope), n., pi. pe-ric4 
o-pes, pe-ric-o-pae (porik'ope). a 
short, selected passage from a book. 

perd4gee (per'ije), n. that point in the 
orbit of a planet or artificial satellite 
which is nearest the earth. See also 
apogee. 

perd4hedi4on (perohe'leon), n., pi. 

perddiedi-a (perohe'leo). that point 
in the orbit of a heavenly body which 
is nearest the sun. See also aphelion, 

perd-o-don-tics (per'eodon'tiks), 
n. sing, the branch of dentistry con¬ 
cerned with the surroundings of the 
teeth. Also perd4o4don'tia. 

perd-o -don-tium (per 'eadon 'sHam), 
n., pi. perd4o4don-tia (per'eadon'- 
SHa). the gum, tissue, and bone sur¬ 
rounding and holding the teeth. Also 
parodontium. 

perd-o-nychd-a (per'eSnik'ea), n. 

See paronychia. 
perd-o-nychd-um (per'eonik'eam), 
w.,/>/.perd4o4nychd4a(per'eonik,ea). 
the tissue around a fingernail or toe¬ 
nail. Also paronychium. 

perd*odic (per'eb'tik), adj. denoting, 
relating to, or near the bony capsule 
protecting the inner ear. 

perd^padetdc (per'apatet'ik), adj. 

going from place to place; itinerant, 
pe-riph-ra-sis (parif'rasis), n., pi. pe4 
riph4ra4ses (parif'rasez). round¬ 
about speech or an instance of it. 
—perd4phras'tic, adj. 

perd4stal4sis (perastal'sis), n.,pl. per- 
i-stal’ses (perastal'sez). rhythmic 
contractions progressing in one di¬ 
rection along a muscular tube, as the 
intestine, and propelling the contents 
along it. —perd-stal'tic, adj. 

perd4to4ne4um (per 'atane'am), n.,pl. 

perd4to4ne4ums, perd-to-ne-a (per'- 
atane'a). the serous membrane form¬ 
ing the lining of the abdomen and 
surrounding the viscera, 

per-i-to-ni-tis (per'atanl'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of a part of the perito¬ 
neum. 

per4i4vis4cer-al (peravis'aral), adj. 

around or near the viscera, 
per-ma-frost (pur'mafrost), n. the 
permanently frozen condition of soil, 
subsoil, and bedrock in arctic and 
subarctic regions. Also called perge¬ 
lisol. 

per-me-a-ble (pur'meabal), adj. cap¬ 
able of being passed through or per¬ 
vaded; allowing the passage of fluid, 

per-me-ant (pur'meant), adj. pene¬ 
trating throughout; pervading, 

per-mute (parmyoot'), v. to alter, esp. 
a sequence. —per-mu-ta'tion, n. 

—per-mu’ta'tion’al, adj. 

per-ni-cious (parnisti'as), adj. harm¬ 
ful; fatal. 

per-o-rate (per'arat), v. to make a 
speech, often a lengthy one; to make 
a summing up at the end of a formal 
speech. 

per-pend (pur'pand), n. a large stone 
built into a wall so that it passes 
through the entire thickness. Also 
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parpen, per-pent. Also through 
stone. 

per-qui-site (pur'kwizit), n. a casual 
profit or fee coming in addition to the 
regular revenue or income, 

per-si-flage (pur'soflazH), n. light 
banter. 

per-so-na-li-a (pursana'lea), n. pi. 
personal effects; a person’s belong¬ 
ings. 

per-so-na non gra-ta (parso'na non 
gra'ta), pi. per-so-nae non gra-tae 
(parso'ne non gra'te). Latin, an un¬ 
welcome or unacceptable person, 

per-spi-ca-cious (purspaka'sHas), 
adj. having keen insight; discerning. 
—per-spi-cac'i-ty, n. 

per-spi-cu-i-ty (purspakyoo'ite), n. 
clarity to the mind; lucidity of ex¬ 
pression. —per-spic'u-ous, adj. 

per stir-pes (par stur'pez), a method 
of dividing the estate of a deceased 
person, whereby if one of the legatees 
is already dead, his share shall pass to 
his children. See also per capita, 

per’ti-na•cions (purtana'sHas), adj. 
holding firmly, as to an intention or 
opinion; obstinate. — per-ti-nac'i- 

ty, «. 
per vi ca cious (purvaka'sHas), adj. 

extremely stubborn; dogged. 
per-vi*ous (pur'veas), adj. allowing 
entry or passage; accessible, as to 

reason, etc. 
pet*al (pet'l), n. one of the ring of con¬ 

spicuous, usually brightly colored 
parts of a flower immediately within 
the calyx and surrounding the repro¬ 

ductive organs. 
pe-tard (pitard'), n. a small explosive 

device, as one used formerly to 

breach a gate, etc. 
pet-i-ole (pet'eSl), n. 1. the stalk at¬ 
taching a leaf to a stem. 2. a stalk-like 
structure in animals, as that joining 
the abdominal and thoracic segments 
of the wasp. —pet'i-o-late, adj. 

pe-tit bour-geois (pate' boorzHwa'), 
pi. pe-tits bour-geois (pate' boor- 
ZHwa'). amember of the lower middle 

class. 
pe-tite bour-geoi-sie (patet' boor- 

ZHwaze'), the section of the middle 

phantasmagoria 

class with the least wealth and lowest 
social standing. 

pe-tite mar-mite (patet' mar'mlt), a 
thin meat and vegetable broth, usu¬ 
ally served in its cooking pot. 

pe-tit mal (pate' mal'), a mild form of 
epilepsy, in which only brief loss of 
consciousness occurs. See also grand 
mal. 

pet-ro-glyph (pet'raglif), n. a prehis¬ 
toric or primitive carving or drawing 
on rock. Also pet'ro-graph. 

pet-rous (pet'ras), adj. rocky; hard as 
stone. Also pe-tro'sal. 

pet-ti-fog (pet'efog), v. to operate a 
small, inferior, or rascally law prac¬ 
tice. 

pet-tish (pet'isH), adj. peevish; apt to 
sulk. 

pet-u-lant (peCH'alant), adj. given to 
or exhibiting sudden irritability; 
peevish over trifles. —pet'u-lance, n. 

pe-yo-te (pafi'te), n. a cactus of the 
southwestern U.S. and Mexico, con¬ 
taining the narcotic drug mescaline, 

phag-e-de-na, phag-e-dae-na (fa'- 
jide'na), n. an ulcer causing severe 
erosion. 

phag-o-cyte (fag'aslt), n. a colorless 
blood cell that engulfs and destroys 
foreign particles in the blood, as dead 
cells and bacteria. 

phag-o-cy-tol-y-sis (fag'asitol'isis), 
n. the destruction of phagocytes. Also 
pha-gol'y-sis. 

phag-o-cy-to-sis (fag'aslto'sis), n. the 
ingestion and destruction of foreign 
particles by phagocytes, 

pha-lan-ge-al (folan'jeal), n. relating 
to a phalanx or the phalanges, 

pha-lanx (fa'laNGks), n.,pl. pha-lang- 
es (falan'jez). any bone in the fingers 
or toes. Also phal'ange. 

phan-tasm, fan-tasm (fan'tazm), n. 
a ghost; an illusion; an illusive like¬ 
ness or vision of something real. 
—phan-tas'mal, phan-tas'mic, adj. 

phan-tas-ma-go-ri-a (fantaz'magor'- 
eo), n. 1. a shifting series of real or illu¬ 
sory figures and scenes, as in a dream. 
2. a dreamlike series of shifting, merg¬ 
ing images produced by a magic lan¬ 

tern or the like. 
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phar-i-sa-ic (far'isa'ik), adj. observ¬ 
ing the outward forms of religion or 
accepted behavior without sincerely 
believing in the spirit behind them; 
hypocritical. —phar'bsadsm, n. 

phar-i-see (far'ise), n. a sanctimo¬ 
nious hypocrite; a self-righteous per¬ 
son. 

phar-ma-cobo-gy (far'makoflaje), n. 

the scientific study of the effects of 
chemical substances on the human 
body and esp. of the nature and action 
of those used as drugs to treat disease, 

phar-ma-co-poe-ia (far'makape'a), 
n. an officially published book listing 
drugs and giving detailed informa¬ 
tion on them, as their formulas, uses 
in medicine, and the like, 

phar ma co psycho sis (far'mako- 
slko'sis), n. a psychosis resulting from 
taking a drug. 

pha-ryn-ge-al (farin'jeal), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or near the pharynx, 

phar-yn-gec-to-my (far'injek'tame), 
n. the surgical removal of a part or all 
of the pharynx. 

phar-yn-gi-tis (farfinjl'tis), n. inflam¬ 
mation of the pharynx, 

phar-yn-gobo-gy (farfiNGgol'aje), n. 

the scientific study of the pharynx 
and diseases that affect it. 

pha-ryn-go-scope (fariNG'gaskop), n. 

an apparatus used to carry out a medi¬ 
cal examination of the pharynx, 

phar-ynx (far'iNcks), n., pi. phar-yn- 
ges (farin'jez), phar-ynx-es. the cav¬ 
ity behind the nose and mouth and 
the muscle and membrane enclosing 
it, communicating with the nose, 
mouth, and, at the lower end, the 
larynx, and partially divided by the 
soft palate into the upper or nasal 
section and lower or oral section, 

phe-no-bar-bi-tal (fe'nobar'bital), n. 

a drug used chiefly as a sedative and 
hypnotic. 

phe-nobo'gy (finoFsje), n. the scien¬ 
tific study of the part played by cli¬ 
mate in annually recurring natural 
phenomena, as bird migration, 
flowering time in plants, etc. 

phe-no-type (fe'natlp), n. the sum of 
the characteristics exhibited by an 

organism resulting from the interac¬ 
tion of inherited genes and environ¬ 
ment. See also genotype, 

pher-o-mone (fer'amon), n. any of 
several hormonelike substances im¬ 
portant in insect physiology, influ¬ 
encing the growth and behavior of 
individuals and acting from one indi¬ 
vidual to another, and thus thought 
to be an integrating factor among 
social insects. 

phi-lan-der (filan'dar), v. (of a man) 
to flirt, court, or make love merely for 
amusement with no serious intention, 

phidip-pic (filip'ik), n. a speech de¬ 
nouncing a person or thing with bitter 
invective. 

phidisdine (phil'isten), n. an uncul¬ 
tured person; a person of common¬ 
place interests. 

phidog-yny (filoj'ane), n. love of 
women; liking for women, 

phi-lol-o-gy (filoHaje), n. the study of 
written records to establish their 
meaning, authenticity, etc. 

philo-pro-genddive (fil 'oprojen'- 
itiv), adj. bearing many offspring; re¬ 
lating to or having typically a love of 
one’s own or any children, 

phidos-o-phas-ter (filos'afas'tar), n. 

a pretender to knowledge of philoso¬ 
phy ; a person with superficial knowl¬ 
edge of philosophy, 

phil-ter, phil-tre (fil'tar), n. a love 
potion; any magic potion, 

phil-trum (fil'tram), «., pi. phil-tra 
(fil'tra). the hollow running down 
from the septum dividing the nostrils 
to the upper lip. 

phle-bi-tis (ftabl'tis), n. inflammation 
of the veins. 

phleb-o-scle-ro-sis (fleb 'Sskliro'sis), 
n. thickening or hardening of the 
walls of veins. 

phleb-o-throm-bo-sis (fleb'bt&rom- 
bo'sis), n. the condition of having a 
blood clot in a vein, but without in¬ 
flammation of the wall of the vein. 
See also thrombophlebitis, 

phleb-o-tome (fleb'atom), n. a surgi¬ 
cal instrument for cutting open a vein. 

phle-bot*o-my (ftabot'ame), n. the 
cutting open of a vein for blood-let- 
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ting, a medical treatment no longer 
used. —phleb-o-tom'ic, adj. —phle- 

bot'o-mist, n. —phle-bot'o-mize, v. 

phlegmatic (flegmat'ik), adj. not 
easily roused to act or to feel emotion; 
sluggish. 

pho-bi-a (fo'beo), n. an abnormally 
excessive fear; an irrationally obses¬ 
sive aversion or dread, 

pho-cine (fo'sln), adj. relating to 
seals, esp. the earless or hair seals, 

phon (fon), n. a unit used in measuring 
the apparent loudness of a noise, be¬ 
ing, for a given sound, equal in num¬ 
ber to the decibel intensity of a pure 
note at a frequency of 1000 cycles per 
second which has been adjusted until 
in the opinion of a group of listeners 
the two sounds are equally loud, 

pho-net-ics (fonethks), n. sing, the sci¬ 
entific study of the sounds of spoken 
language, including their production, 
classification, transcription, etc. 

pho-ni-at-rics (fo'neat'riks), n. sing. 

the study and treatment of disorders 
affecting the voice. Also pho-ni'a-try. 

phon-ics (fon'iks), n. sing, a method of 
teaching reading and writing through 
phonetics. 

phos-phate (fos'fat), n. a salt or ester 
of phosphoric acid; an ingredient of 
some detergents that is not biode¬ 
gradable and hence causes pollution, 

phos-pho-res-cence (fosfores'sns), 
n. the property of shining after expo¬ 
sure to light or other radiation. See 
also fluorescence. —phos-pho-res' 

cent, adj. 

phot (fot, fot), n. a unit used in measur¬ 
ing illumination, equal to one lumen 
per square centimeter, 

pho'tics (fS'tiks), n. sing, the scientific 
study of light. —pho'tic, adj. 

pho-tism (fo'tizm), n. a form of synes¬ 
thesia in which a visual sensation is 
produced by a stimulus to a different 
sense, as hearing, touch, etc. 

pho-to-bath-ic (fotabat/z'ik), adj. re¬ 
lating to that layer of the sea that sun¬ 

light can penetrate, 
pho-to-bi-ot-ic (frVtoblot'ik), adj. re¬ 

quiring light to live or thrive, 
pho-to-chem-is-try (fo'tokem'istre), 

photopathy 

n. the scientific study of the chemical 
effects of light. 

pho-to-com-pose (fo/t6k3mp6z,)) v. 

to use a photocomposer. —pho-to- 
com-po-si'tion, n. 

pho-to-com-po-ser (fo 'tokompo'- 
zar), n. a machine that uses photo¬ 
graphic techniques to set up type for 
printing. 

pho -to -gram-me-try (fotagram 'itre), 
n. the process of mapping and survey¬ 
ing by means of photography, 

pho-to-he-li-o-graph (fotahe'lea- 
graf), n. a camera combined with a 
modified telescope, used for taking 
photographs of the sun. Also helio¬ 
graph. 

pho-to-ki-ne-sis (fo 'tokine'sis), n. 

movement of a cell or organism in 
response to the stimulus of light and 
varying according to the intensity of 
the stimulus. 

pho-tol-y-sis (fotol'isis), n. the break¬ 
down of substances due to the pres¬ 
ence of light. 

pho-to-mac-ro-graph (fotamak'ra- 
graf), n. a photograph taken through 
a microscope capable of only low 
magnification. 

pho-tom-e-ter (fotomhtor), n. an op¬ 
tical instrument used to measure light 
intensity, flux, color, etc., by com¬ 
paring light from one source with 
light from another source of which the 
characteristics are standardized, 

pho-tom-e-try (fotom'itre), n. the 
measuring of light intensities; the 
scientific study, as analysis, compari¬ 
son, etc., of light intensities. —pho- 
to-met'ric, adj. 

pho-to-mi-cro-graph (ffitoml'kra- 
graf), n. a microphotograph, 

pho-to-mul-ti-pli-er (fotamul'ta- 
plTar), n. a device for greatly amplify¬ 
ing light and other radiation, 

pho-ton (fo'ton), n. a light quantum; 
the smallest indivisible quantity of 

light or other radiant energy; the 
elementary particle by which such 
energy is transmitted from a source. 
See also quantum. 

pho-top-a-thy (fotop'ot/te), n. 1. the 
movement of a cell or organism in 
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response to the stimulus of light and 
usually away from it. 2. a disease 
caused by excessive amounts of light. 

pho-to-pe-ri-od-ism (fotsper'ead- 
izm), n. the response of plants and 
animals to the relative length of day 
and night. Also pho-to-pe-ri-o-dic'i- 

ty- 
pho-toph-i-lous (fdtof'olas), adj. 

thriving in light, esp. strong light, 
pho-to-pho-bi-a (fotafb'bea), n. an ab¬ 
normally excessive fear of light, 

pho-to-pi-a (foto'peo), n. normal, full 
vision in bright daylight. See also 

scotopia. 
pho-to-sphere (fb'tasfer), n. the shal¬ 

low layer of ionized gases forming the 
visible surface of the sun. 

pho-to-syn-the-sis (fotssin'thisis), n. 

the forming of organic compounds 
using light energy, esp. the forming 
in plants of carbohydrates from car¬ 
bon dioxide and water under the stim¬ 
ulus of light and with chlorophyll act¬ 
ing as a catalyst. 

pho-to-tax-is (fdtatak'sis), n. the 
movement of a cell or organism in 
response to light and orientated in re¬ 
lation to the direction of the light. 
Also pho'to-tax-y. 

pho-to-the-od-o-lite (foHotheod'- 

slit), n. an instrument for tracking 
and filming a rocket or missile in 
flight. See also the•od'elite, 

pho-to-ther-a-peu-tics {foHother'o- 

pyoo'tiks), n. sing, the study and use 
of light rays to treat disease, 

pho-to-ther-a-py (fotot^er'ape), n. 

the treating of disease by light rays, 
pho-to-ther-mic (fotat/zur'mik), adj. 

1. relating to heat produced by light. 
2. relating to both light and heat, 

pho-to-troph (fo'totrof), n. a micro¬ 
organism for which light is the energy 
source. 

pho-to-trop-ic (fdtotrophk), adj. ex¬ 
hibiting phototropism. 

phevtot-ro-pism (fotot'rapizm), n. 

growth or tendency of an organism, 
as a plant or sedentary animal, in 
response to light and orientated ac¬ 
cording to the direction of the light, 

pho-to-vol-ta-ic cell (fo'tovolta'ik), 
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an electric cell generating electromo¬ 
tive force through the action of elec¬ 
tromagnetic radiation on the junction 
of two dissimilar materials, which 
causes a potential difference to be 
developed between them. 

pho-tu-ri-a (fotdor'ea), n. a medical 
disorder in which phosphorescent 

urine is passed. 
phra try (fra'tre), n. a grouping of 

social units, as clans, within a tribe. 
phren-o-gas-tric (fren'ogas'trik), 

adj. relating to both the diaphragm 
and the stomach. 

phre-nol-o-gy (frinol'aje), n. the 
study of the external contours of an 
individual’s skull as a supposed indi¬ 
cation of his mental capabilities and 
character. 

phro-ne-sis (frone'sis), n. wisdom in 
deciding aims and the ways of achiev¬ 
ing them. 

phthis-ic (tiz'ik), n. 1. a disease caus¬ 
ing wasting away of the lungs; phthis¬ 
is. —adj. 2. relating to or character¬ 
ized by phthisis. 

phthi-sis (thVsis), n. consumption; 
pulmonary tuberculosis. —phthisi¬ 
cal, adj. 

phy-col-o-gy (fikoKaje), n. the scien¬ 
tific study of algae. 

phy-let-ic (fTlet'ik), adj. relating to 
race, species, tribe, or clan; relating 
to the development or history of such 
a group. 

phyl-loid (fil'oid), adj. resembling a 
leaf. 

phylog-e-ny (filoj'ane), n. the his¬ 
tory of the development of a race or 
of a plant or animal type. Also phy 
lo-gen'e-sis. See also ontogeny. 

phylum (fiiam), n.,pl. phyla (fTio). 
the first division in biological classifi¬ 
cation of animals, each consisting of 
one or more related classes. 

phy-ma (fi'mo), n., pi. phy-mas, phy 
ma-ta (fi'msta). a small skin tumor; 
a nodule of the skin. 

phys-i-at-rics (fiz'eat'riks), n. sing. 1. 
the diagnosis and treatment of medi¬ 
cal disorders by physical means, as 
manipulation, massage, application 
of heat, etc. 2. physiotherapy. 
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phys-i-at-rist (fiz,eat,rist), n. a doc¬ 
tor who specializes in physiatrics. 

physical anthropology, the scienti¬ 
fic study of the evolution and biology 
of man and closely related species, 

physical chemistry, the scientific 
study, description, and interpretation 
physical and chemical properties of 
substances. 

physical geography, the scientific 
study, description, and interpretation 
of the natural features and pheno¬ 
mena of the earth’s surface, as land 
forms, climate, vegetation, etc. 

physical science, the scientific study 
of natural phenomena except those 
relating to living things, as physics, 
astronomy, etc. 

phys-i-og-no-my (fiz'eog'name), n. 

1. the face, esp. regarded as a reflec¬ 
tion of character. 2. Also called an- 
throposcopy. the art of reading a per¬ 
son’s character from his bodily, esp. 
facial, features. 

phys-i-og-ra-phy (fiz 'eog'rafe), n. 

physical geography, 

phys-i-ol-o-gy (fiz'eol'aje). n. the sci¬ 
entific study of the parts and normal 
functioning of living things. Also 
called bionomy. —phys-i-o-log'i- 

cal, adj. 

phys-i-om-e-try (fiz'eom'itre), n. the 
science of measuring the human 
body’s physiological functions, 

phys-i-o-path-ol-o-gy (fiz 'eapat/zol'- 
aje), n. the scientific study of abnor¬ 
malities occurring in physiological 
functions as a result of disease, 

phys-i-o-ther-a-py (fiz 'eathe r'ape), n. 

the treatment of medical disorders by 
physical means only, as exercise, 
massage, heat, etc., rather than by 

drugs. 
physis (ft'sis), n.,pl. physes (fT'sez). 

(in Greek philosophy) the single fun¬ 
damental reality underlying and uni¬ 
fying the seeming diversity of nature 
and the material from which all ob¬ 
jects stem with individual variation 
in properties or forms to differentiate 
them; the principle of growth or de¬ 
velopment in nature; that which de¬ 

velops or results. 

phy to -bi -ol-o-gy(fT' toblol' aje), n. the 
scientific study of plants; botany, 

phy-to-cide (fi'tasld), n. a chemical 
agent for killing plants, 

phy-to-cli-ma-tol-o-gy (fi'tokll'ma- 
tol'aje), n. the study of the local cli¬ 
matic conditions in which individual 
plants and plant communities live, 

phy-to-coe-no-sis (fbtoseno'sis), n., 
pi. phy-to-coe-no-ses (fi'tdseno'sez). 
the entire plant life of any given area, 

phy-to-gen-e-sis (fbtbjen'isis), n. the 
origin and evolution of plants. Also 
phy-tog'e-ny. —phy-to-gen'ic, adj. 

phyto-ge-og-ra-phy (fT'tojeog'rafe), 
n. plant geography; the scientific 
study of the range and distribution of 
plants over the globe, on land and in 
water, both as biological units such as 
families, species, etc., and as com¬ 
munities such as forest plants, grass¬ 
land plants, etc., and the summation 
of results by descriptive analysis and 
in tables and maps, 

phy ■ tog-ra-phy (fTtog'rafe), n. the sci¬ 
entific description of plants; descrip¬ 
tive botany. 

phy-to-hor-mone (fitahor'mon), n. 

any hormone present in plants, 
phy-to-pa-thol-o-gy (fT'topat^ol'aje), 

n. the scientific study of plant dis¬ 
eases ; plant pathology, 

phy-toph-a-gous (fltof'agas), adj. 

plant-eating; herbivorous, 
phyto-plank-ton (fTtaplaNGk't.n), n. 

the plant organisms of plankton. See 
also zooplankton. 

phyto-plasm (ff'taplazm), «. plant 

protoplasm. 
phy-to-so-ci-ol-o-gy (f^/t5s5/seol,- 

aje), n. the study of the relationships 
of plant communities with their en¬ 
vironment and of relationships be¬ 
tween plants in a community; the 
ecology of plant communities, 

phy-to-suc-civ-o-rous (fbtossksiv'- 
aras), adj. feeding on the sap of plants, 

as some insects. 
phy-to-tox-in (fitatok'sin), n. any 
poison produced by a plant. —phy- 

to-tox'ic, adj. 

pi-ac-u-lar (plak'yalar), adj. amend¬ 
ing for sin or wrong; expiatory. 
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pi-a ma-ter (pFa ma'tar), the inner¬ 
most of the three delicate coverings 
protecting the brain and spinal cord. 
See also dura mater, arachnoid, 

pi-a-nism (peGnizm), n. the technical 

and artistic skill of a pianist, 
pi-broch (pe'broKH), n. a dirge or 
military piece played on the bagpipe, 

pi-ca (pFka), n. an abnormal desire to 
eat something not usually considered 
as food, as soil, chalk, etc. 

pi-ca-dor (pik'ador), n., pl. pi-ca- 
dors, a mounted assistant to a mata¬ 
dor who goads the bull in the earlier 
stages of a bullfight and weakens it by 
putting lances in its shoulder mus¬ 
cles. 

pic-a-resque (pikaresk'), adj. rog¬ 
uish; relating the adventures of a lik¬ 
able rogue, as a novel, 

pic-a-yune (pik /eyoon,)) adj. of small 
amount or importance; paltry, 

pic-e-ous (pis'eas), adj. relating to or 
like pitch; inflammable. 

Pick-wick-i-an (pikwik'ean), adj. un¬ 
usual or strange, either by design or 
by accident, esp. relating to the use of 
words, [after Charles Dickens’s char¬ 
acter Mr. Pickwick in The Pickwick 
Papers] 

pi-co-cu-rie (pFkakydore), n. a unit of 
radioactivity equal to one trillionth 
of a curie. Abbrev.: pCi, pc. 

pi-co-far-ad (pFkbfar'ad), n. a unit of 
electrical capacity equal to a micro¬ 
farad. Abbrev.: pF, pf. 

pi-co-me-ter (pFkdme'tar), n. a unit 
of length in the metric system, equal 
to a micromicron. 

pi-co-sec-ond (pFkdsek 'and), n. a 
unit of time equal to one trillionth of 
a second. Abbrev. : psec. 

pi-cot (pe'ko), n. one of a row of small 
loops of twisted thread used to deco¬ 
rate embroidery, a ribbon edge, etc. 

pi-co-watt (pe'kawot), n. a unit of 
electric power equal to one trillionth 
of a watt. Abbrev.: pW, pw. 

pic-ric acid (pik'rik), a bitter, poison¬ 
ous acid used principally as an ex¬ 
plosive. 

pic-to-graph (pik'tagraf), n. 1. a writ¬ 
ten record using stylized pictorial 

symbols to stand for the thing depic¬ 
ted, as in some primitive writing, a 
pictorial graph. 2. a pictorial symbol. 
—pic-tog'ra-phy, n. 

pie-bald (pFbold), adj. 1. with irregu¬ 
lar patches of different colors, esp. 
black and white. 2. an animal, esp. a 
horse, with such coloring, 

piece de re-sis-tance (pees' da rize- 

stans'), pl■ pieces de re-sis-tance 
(pees' da rizestans')- French. 1. the 
most important dish or course of a 
meal. 2. the most important item, as 
in a series of events, achievements, 
etc. 

pied-a-terre (py adater'), n., pl. pied s- 
a-terre (pyadater/). French, a dwell¬ 

ing for staying in for short periods, as 
an apartment for overnight stays in a 
city. 

Pi-er-rette (peareF), n. the female 
equivalent of and companion of a 
Pierrot. 

Pi -er-rot (peanF), n. a male character 
in French pantomime, with whitened 
face and loose white costume, 

pi-e-tism (pFitizm), n. fervent reli¬ 
gious devotion; exaggeratedly pious 
feeling or behavior, 

pi-e-ty (pFite), n. a dutifully reverent 
attitude to God; an earnest and de¬ 
vout fulfillment of religious obliga¬ 
tions. 

pi-e-zo-e-lec-tric-i-ty (pie'zbilek- 
tris'ite), n. electricity generated by 
pressure on certain nonconducting 
asymetric crystals, as quartz, 

pi-e-zom-e-ter (pFizom'itar), n. any 
of various kinds of instrument for 
measuring the pressure of a fluid or 
the compression caused by a fluid in 
another substance. 

pi-e-zom-e-try (pT'izonFitre), n. the 
measurement of pressure or of capa¬ 
city for being compressed, 

pig-gin (pig'in), n. a wooden pail of 
which the handle is formed by a con¬ 
tinuation of one of its staves, 

pi-gno-li-a (penyS'leo), n. the edible 
seed contained in cones of the south¬ 
ern European nut pine, 

pi-las-ter (pilas'tar), n. a rectangularly 
sectioned projection running up a 
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wall and made in imitation of a col¬ 
umn. 

pile (pll), n. the lower of the two dies 
used in minting coins by hand. See 
also trussell. 

pi-le-at-ed (pIMeatid), adj. having a 
feathered crest, as the American 
woodpecker. 

pi-lif -er-ous (pllif'aras), adj. with 
hair; bearing or producing hair, 

pil-i-form (piKaform), adj. like hair 
or a hair. 

pi-lose (pl'lds), adj. with a covering of 
hair or fur. Also pi'lous. 

pil-u-lar (pil'yalar), adj. relating to or 
like a pill or pills, 

pil-ule (pil'yool), n. a small pill, 
pi-lus (pl'las), n., pi. pi-li (pRlT). a 
hair; a structure resembling a hair. 

Pi-ma cotton (pe'mal.akind of Egyp¬ 
tian cotton, used for shirts, ties, etc. 

pim-o-la (pimo'la), n. a stuffed olive, 
usually one stuffed with sweet red 

pepper. 
pinch-beck (pinCH'bek), n. some¬ 
thing which is not genuine; a counter¬ 

feit; a sham. 
pin-e-al (pin'eal), adj. having the 

shape of a pine cone, 
pineal body, a small conical glandu¬ 

lar body situated in the midbrain of 
all vertebrates with a cranium and of 
unknown function but thought to se¬ 
crete a hormone and perhaps to repre¬ 
sent a vestigial sense organ, 

pin-guid (piNG'gwid), adj. oily; fat. 
—pin-guid'i-ty, n. 

pindon (pin^yan), n. 1. the terminal 
segment of a bird’s wing. —v. 2. to 
remove the pinions of or bind a bird’s 
wings to prevent the bird from flying, 

pin-na (pin'a), n., pi. pin-nae (pin'e), 
pin-nas. a feather; a wing; a part re¬ 

sembling a wing. 
pinnate (pin'at), adj. arranged or 
made like a feather with similar parts 
ranged along both sides of a central 
axis, as the leaf of an ash tree. — pin¬ 

na' tion, n. 
pin-nat-i-ped (pinat'aped), adj. of 
birds with a membranous flap along 

each side of each toe. 
pin-nat-i-sect (pinat'isekt), adj. di- 

piscivorous 

vided in pinnate form, usually of a 
leaf. 

pin-ni-grade (pin 'ngrad), adj. using 
flippers or fin-like structures to effect 
movement, as seals, 

pin-ni-ped (pin'aped), adj. belonging 
to the aquatic suborder of carnivores 
that includes the seals and walruses, 

pin-nu-la (pin'yala), n., pi. pin-nu-lae 
(pin'yale). a pinnule, 

pin-nule (pin'yool), n. a part or organ 
resembling a small wing, as a fin, the 
barb of a feather, etc. —pin'nu-late, 
adj. 

pin-tie (pinhl), n. a kind of pin on 
which something, as a rudder, hinge, 
etc., turns. 

pinx-it (piNGk'sit), Latin, (he or she) 
painted it: formerly used after the 
artist’s name in his signature to a 
painting, engraving, etc. 

pi-pette (plpet'), «• a glass tube, often 
graduated and used mainly in chem¬ 
istry for taking up, usually by being 
sucked like a drinking straw, small 
quantities of liquid for transferring 
to another vessel. 

pi-quant (pe'kont), adj. with a pleas¬ 
antly sharp or spicy flavor, 

pique (pek), v. to cause resentful irri¬ 
tation or a wound to a person’s pride, 

pi-rosh-ki (pirosH'ke), n. pi. a Russian 
dish consisting of small pies or turn¬ 
overs made of yeast dough or puff 
pastry with a sweet or savory filling. 
Also pi-ro-gen (piro'gan). 

pis al-ler (pe zala'), French, the final 
resort; a makeshift; a course followed 
because of the lack of any better one. 

pis-ca-tor (piska'tor), n. a fisherman, 
pis-ca-to-ry (pis'katore), adj. relating 

to fishermen or fishing; depending 
on or addicted to fishing. Also pis-ca- 

to'ri-al. 
pis-ci-cul-ture (pis'ikulCHar), n. the 

farming of fish; the rearing of fish in 

artificial conditions, 
pis-ci-form (pis'aform), adj. fish¬ 

shaped. 
pis-cine (pis'In), adj. relating to or 

like a fish or fishes, 
pis-civ-o-rous (pisiv'aras), adj. living 

on fish; fish-eating. 
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pi-si-form (pl'saform), adj. pea¬ 

shaped. 
pis-mire (pis'mTr), n. an ant. 
pis-til (pis'til), n. See gynoecium. 
pis-tol-o-gy (pistol'aje), n. a branch 

of theology, concerned with faith, 
pitch (picH), v. to deviate from a 

stable course because of oscillation 
about the vertical axis. See also yaw. 

pit-tance (pit'ans), n. an inadequate 
salary, wage, or living allowance, 

pi-tu-i-tar-y gland (pitoo'itere), a 
small ductless endocrine gland at the 
base of the brain, which secretes hor¬ 
mones which regulate many func¬ 
tions of the body, as growth and hor¬ 
mone production in other endocrine 
glands, as the thyroid, the gonads, 
etc. Also hypophysis, 

pit-u-ri (pictt'are), n. a small Austra¬ 
lian tree whose leaves and twigs con¬ 
tain nicotine and are dried by the 
aborigines to use as a narcotic, 

pit-y-roid (pit'aroid), adj. scaly; bran¬ 
like. 

pix-i-lat-ed (pik'salatid), adj. amus¬ 
ingly prankish; eccentric; crazy, 

plac-age (plakhj), n. a thin outer layer 
of material put on the front of a build¬ 
ing for decoration or protection and 
different from the building material 
it covers. 

pla-ce-bo (plase'bo), n., pi. pla-ce- 
bos, pla-ce-boes. a substance having 
no pharmacological effect but given 
as a medicine either to a patient who 
insists he needs one or to people act¬ 
ing as the control in an experiment 
where another group is given a drug 
that is being tested, 

pla-cen-ta (plasen'ta), n. a structure 
formed of fetal and maternal tissues, 
attached to the wall of the uterus, de¬ 
veloping with the fetus which is at¬ 
tached to it by the umbilical cord, and 
acting as a channel through which the 
fetus is given nourishment and freed 
of its waste products until parturi¬ 
tion, when it is expelled after the 
fetus. —pla cen'tal, adj. 

plack-et (plak'it), n. an opening at the 
top of a skirt or in another garment to 
make it easier to put on and take off. 
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plac-oid (plak'oid), adj. plate-shaped, 
pla-ga (pla'ga), n.,pl. pla-gae (pla'je). 

a stripe, streak, or spot of color. —pla' 

gate, adj. 

pla-gia-rism (pla'jarizm), n. the tak¬ 
ing and using of another’s writings, 
ideas, inventions, etc., and passing 
off of them as one’s own. —plagia¬ 
rize, v. —pla'gia-ry, n. 

pla-gi-o-trop-ic (pla'jeatrop'ik), adj. 

relating to, denoting, or showing 
growth in a direction away from the 
vertical to a greater or lesser degree. 
—pla-gi-ot'ro-pism, n. 

plain text, a message transcribed from 
code or cipher. Also clear text. See 
also cryptography, 

plain-tiff (plan'tif), n. the party who 
brings a suit in a court of law. 

plain-tive (plan'tiv), adj. expressing 
sorrowfulness; mournful, 

pla-nate (pla'nat), adj. having a level 
or plane surface; flat-topped, 

pla-na-tion (plana'sHan), n. the level¬ 
ing of a surface by erosion, 

planch, planche (planCH), n. a tray 
for use in an enameling oven, as one 
of stone or metal. 

plan-e-tes-i-mal (plan'ites'imal), n. 

one of those innumerable minute 
bodies which originally revolved 
around the sun and gradually joined 
to form the solar system, according 
to one theory of the origin of the uni¬ 
verse. 

plan-et-oid (plan'itoid), n. an aster¬ 
oid; one of the many thousands of 
minor planets in the solar system, 
mostly in the region between Mars 
and Jupiter. 

plan-e-tol-o-gy (plan'itohaje), n. the 
scientific study of the physical fea¬ 
tures of the planets, 

plan-gent (plan'jant), adj. having a 
loud, vibrating, lamenting sound, 
with a wave-like beat or surge, 

pla-ni-form (pla'naform), adj. of flat¬ 
tened form. 

pla-nim-e-ter (planim'itar), n. a me¬ 
chanical device for measuring the 
area of irregular plane figures, 

pla-nim-e-try (ptaninrflitre), n. the 
measurement of plane surfaces. 
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plan-ish (plan'isH), v. to flatten out to 
a smooth finish by hammering or 
passing through rollers, as sheet met¬ 
al, paper, etc. 

planisphere (plan'isfer), n. a device 
for showing that part of a map of the 
celestial sphere which is visible at a 
given time and place; projection or 
other representation on a plane of a 
sphere or a part of one. 

plank-ter (plaNGk'tar), n. any orga¬ 
nism in plankton. 

plank-ton (plaNGk'tan), n. all of the 
mostly minute, drifting or floating 
organisms in the sea or a stretch of 
fresh water. See also phytoplankton, 
zooplankton. 

pla-no-con-cave (pla'nokon'kav), 
adj. relating to or denoting a lens with 
one side flat and the other concave, 

pla-no-con-vex (pla'nokon'veks), 
adj. relating to or denoting a lens with 
one side flat and the other convex, 

pla-no-graph (pla'nagraf), v. to print 
from a flat surface, directly or by off¬ 
set. —pla-nog'ra-phy, n. 

plan-tar (planetar), adj. relating to the 

sole of the foot. 
plan-ti-grade (plan'tagrad), adj. that 

uses the whole underside of the foot 
when walking, as man, bears, etc. 

plaque (plak), n. 1. an ornamental 
tablet of metal or the like fixed on a 
wall or set into a piece of wood. 2. the 
mixture of bacteria and saliva that 
accumulates in a jelly-like deposit on 
the teeth. 3. a small flat mass, mark, 
or spot on the skin or other part of the 

body. 
pla-quette (plaketO. n- a small metal 

panel with a design in relief, often 
set into the cover of books made in 
France in the 15 th and 16th centuries, 

plas-ma (plaz'ma), n. 1. the clear li¬ 
quid part of blood or lymph in which 
the other parts are suspended. 2. a 
highly ionized gas with nearly equal 
numbers of positive and negative 

charges. Also plasm, 
plas-ma-pher-e-sis, plas-ma- 

phaer-e-sis (plazmafer'isis), n., pi. 

plas-ma-pher-e-ses ^13201316^- 

isez). a medical procedure for obtain¬ 

ing blood plasma by centrifuging 
blood to separate out the corpuscles 
which can then be returned to the 
bloodstream of the donor. Also plas- 
ma-phor'e-sis. 

plas-mo-di-um (plazmo'deam), n., 

pi. plas-mo-di-a (plazmo'dea). any 
parasitic protozoon that causes ma¬ 
laria in man. 

plas-mo-ma (plazmS'ma), n. ,pl. plas- 
mo-mas, plas-mo-ma-ta (plazmo'- 
mata). a tumor consisting of plasma 
cells. 

plastic bomb, a putty-like, sticky 
mixture of explosives used as a bomb 
chiefly by guerrilla fighters and ter¬ 
rorists. 

plas-ti-queur (plastekdor'), n., pi. 

plas-ti-queurs (plastekdor,)) French. 

someone who makes or uses plastic 
bombs. 

plas-tom-e-ter (plastom'itar), n. a de¬ 
vice used to measure the plasticity of 
a substance. 

plate-let (plat'lit), n. a small, oval or 
round body resembling a plate, esp. 
such a body in blood. 

plat-i-tude (plathtood), n. a common¬ 
place, dull remark, esp. one delivered 
as if it were original or significant. 
—plat-i-tu'di-nous, adj. —plat-i-tu' 

di-nous-ly, adv. 

Pla-ton-ic (platon'ik), adj. 1. relating 
to or typical of Plato or his philoso¬ 
phy. 2. (usually lower case) free from 
sensual desire, as platonic love. 

Platonic year, the time required for 
a complete revolution of the equi¬ 
noxes, about 26,000 years. See also 
precession of the equinoxes. 

plat-yr-rhine (plat'irln), adj. having 
a broad flat nose in which the nostrils 
point forward and are divided by a 

wide septum. 
pleas-ance (plez'ans), n. a place ar¬ 

ranged as a pleasure garden or pro¬ 

menade. 
ple-be-ian (plabe'an), adj. relating to 

or belonging to the common people; 

common; coarse. 
pledg-et (plej'it), n. a small wad of 
lint, absorbent cotton, etc., for put¬ 

ting on a cut, etc. 
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plein air (plan' er'), the open air; 
broad daylight out of doors. 

plei'O-tax-y (plPatakse), n. an increase 
in the usual number of parts, as may 
occur in a plant. Also plei-o-taxis. 

Pleisdo-cene (pll'stosen), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or denoting the geological ep¬ 
och immediately preceding the pres¬ 
ent epoch, forming the earlier part of 
the Quaternary, originating about 
one million years ago, and character¬ 
ized by the Ice Ages and the evolution 
of early man. 

ple-na-ry (ple'nare), adj. 1. full; com¬ 
plete ; absolute; not subject to limita¬ 
tion, as plenary pardon. 2. fully con¬ 
stituted; with all members present, 
as a plenary assembly. 

ple-nip-o-tent (ptanip'atnt), adj. hav¬ 
ing full powers. 

plen-i-po-ten-ti-ar-y (plen 'epaten'- 
SHeer 'e), n. a person invested with full 
powers to act on behalf of another, as 
an ambassador on behalf of his sov¬ 
ereign. 

plend-tude (plen'itood), n. fullness; 
sufficiency; abundance, 

ple-o-mor-phism (pleamor'fizm), n. 

the state or condition of being poly¬ 
morphous; polymorphism. Also pie' 
o-mor-phy. 

ples-sor (ples'ar), n. See plexor, 
pleth-o-ra (plet/z'ara), n. an excess; 

glut; superabundance. —ple-thor' 
ic, adj. 

pleu-ra (ploor'a), «., pi. pleu-rae 
(ploor'e). a serous membrane sur¬ 
rounding each lung in mammals and 
lining the thorax. 

pleu-ri-sy (ploor'ise), n. inflamma¬ 
tion of the pleura, sometimes with 
liquid forming between the lung and 
the thorax. 

pleu-ro-dyni-a (plooradl'nea), n. 

pain affecting the chest or side, 
pleu ro pneu mo ni a (pldor'onoo- 
mo'nea), n. pleurisy and pneumonia 
combined. 

plex'i-form (plek'saform), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or like a plexus; intricate, 

plex-or (plek'sar), n. a small hammer 
used by doctors to strike or tap for 
diagnostic purposes. Also plessor. 

plex-us (plek'sas), «., pi. plex-us-es, 
plex-us. a network, as of nerve fibers 
or blood vessels. —plex'al, adj. 

pli •cate (pli'kat), adj. folded; pleated 
like a fan. Also pli'cat-ed. —pli-ca' 

tion, n. 

Pli-o •cene (pll'ssen), adj. relating to 
or denoting a geological epoch, the 
last of the Tertiary period, lasting 
from ten million years ago to one mil¬ 
lion years ago and characterized by a 
cooling climate, the formation of 
mountains, and the advent of larger 
mammals such as the mastodon, 

ploy (ploi), n. a maneuver or trick to 
gain an advantage. 

plu-mate (ploo'mat), adj. like a feath¬ 
er; feathered, as a bristle from which 
small hairs grow. 

plum-ba-go (plumba'go), n., pi. 

plum-ba'gos. graphite, a form of car¬ 
bon used for pencil leads, as a solid 
lubricant, etc. 

plum-be-ous (plum'bess), adj. con¬ 
taining lead; lead-like, esp. in color, 

plum-bif-er-ous (plumbif'arss), adj. 

lead-bearing; containing or yielding 
lead. 

plu-mose (ploo'mos), adj. with or like 
feathers or plumes, 

plu-mu-la-ceous (ploomyala'sHas), 
adj. having a downy texture, 

phi-mule (plobm'yobl), n. a down 
feather. 

plu-mu-lose (ploonrdyalos), adj. with 
the shape of a down feather or a bud 
inside a plant embryo. 

plu-raHsm (ploor'alizm), n. a philo¬ 
sophical theory that there is more 
than one basic substance or ultimate 
principle. See also dualism, mon¬ 
ism. 

plu-toc-ra-cy (plootok'rase), n. rule 
by the wealthy; the power of wealth. 
—plu'to-crat, n. —plu-to-cratic, 
adj. 

Plu-to-ni-an (plootS'nean), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or like Pluto or his kingdom of 
the lower world; infernal. Also Plu¬ 
tonic. 

plu-vi-al (ploo'veal), adj. relating to 
rain; rainy. 

plu-vi-om-e-ter (ploo'veomitar), n. 
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a rain gauge; an instrument for mea¬ 
suring rainfall. 

plu-vi-ous (ploo'veas), adj. rainy; re¬ 
lating to rain. 

pneu-drau-lic (noodro'lik), adj. re¬ 
lating to a mechanical device using 
both pneumatic and hydraulic action, 

pneu-ma (noo'ma), n. the soul; the 
essential spirit. 

pneu-mat-ics (nbomat'iks), n. sing. 

the science of the mechanical proper¬ 
ties of elastic fluids, as air and other 
gases. Also pneu-mo-dy-narn'ics. 
—pneu-mat'ic, adj. 

pneu-ma-tol-o-gy (noomatoPaje), n. 

the theological teaching or belief that 
beings have a spirit or soul, 

pneu-ma-tom-e-ter (nobmatom'- 
itar), n. a device used to measure the 
quantity of air breathed in or out at a 
single breath, or the force of a single 
breath in or out. 

pneu-ma-to-ther-a-py (noo'matb- 
theHape), n. the treatment of disease 
by compressed or rarefied air. 

pneumococ-cus (noomakok'as),??., 
pi. pneu-mo-coc-ci (noomakok'sl). 
the bacterium which causes lobar 
pneumonia, and is also associated 
with meningitis, pericarditis, etc. 

pneu-mo-co-ni-o-sis (noo'mako'ne- 
o'sis), n. a group of diseases in which 
there is progressive lung damage re¬ 
sulting from the inhalation of abra¬ 
sive dust during industrial proce¬ 
dures, as silicosis in stonecutters and 
coalminers. Also pneu-mo-no-co-ni- 
o'sis, pneu-mo-no-ko-ni-o'sis. 

pneu-mo-graph (noo'magraf), n. a 
device used in medicine to make a 
graphic record of the movements of 
the thorax during breathing. Also 
pneu' ma • to -graph. 

pneu-mog-ra-phy (noomog'rafe), n. 

the recording of chest movements 

during breathing. 
pneu-mon-ic (nobmon'ik), adj. re¬ 

lating to the lungs. 
pneu-mo -no -ul • tra -mi -cro -scop -ic • 
sil-i-co-vol-ca-no-co-ni-o-sis, 
pneu-mo-no-ul-tra-mi-cro-scop- 
ic-sil-i-co-vol-ca-no-ko-ni-o-sis 

(noo'manoul 'traml'kraskop dksil 

akS'volka'nbkb'neo'sis), n. a lung 
disease resulting from inhaling very 
fine particles of siliceous dust, 

pneu-mo-tho-rax (nbomat/ioHaks), 
n. the presence of air or another gas 
between the pleura surrounding the 
lung and that lining the thorax, an ab¬ 
normal condition in this pleural cav¬ 
ity causing displacement and some¬ 
times collapse of a lung, 

pocket veto, a veto on a bill resulting 
from the President’s failure to sign it 
within ten days of the adjournment of 
Congress. 

po-co-cu-ran-te (po 'kokooran'te),«., 
pi. po-co-cu-ran-ti (po'kokooran'te). 
someone who is careless, or shows 
little concern or interest, 

poc-u-li-form (pok'yalaform), adj. 

with the shape of a cup. 
po-dag-ra (podag'ra), n. gout, esp. 

affecting the feet. 
po-dal-gi-a (podaPja), n. pain affect¬ 

ing the foot. Also pod-o-dynri-a. 
po-dal-ic (podaPik), adj. relating to 
the foot or feet. 

po-di-a-try (podPatre), n. the study 
and treatment of foot disorders, 

pod-sol (pod'sol), n. an infertile, very 
acid forest soil with an ashy-gray top 
layer from which basic salts, as iron, 
aluminum, etc., have been leached 
into the well-defined brownish lower 
layer, found across northern N. Am¬ 
erica, Europe, and Asia. Alsopod'zol. 

po-et-as-ter (po'itastar), n. a writer of 
inferior verse. 

pog-a-mog-gan (pogamog'an), n. a 
wooden club with a knob at the head, 
used by the Algonquins and other 
American Indian peoples, 

po-grom (pagrunP), n. an organized 
massacre, esp. of Jews, originally in 
Russia and Poland, 

poi (poi, po'e), n. a Hawaiian dish of 
baked taro root pounded and fermen¬ 

ted. 
poign-ant (poin'ysnt), adj. affecting 

sharply, esp. the mind or emotions, 
poi-ki-lo-ther-mal (poi 'k^lo^/^ur,- 

mal), adj. with body temperature 
varying with that of its surroundings; 
cold-blooded. 
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poin-tel, poin-tal (poin'tl), n. a mo¬ 
saic pavement of abstract design. 

point-til'lism (pwan'talizm), n. a 
technique of the Neo-Impressionist 
painters to reproduce the effects of 
light in a scientific way by juxtaposing 
spots of primary colors, which merge 
to give the correct colcr impression 
at a distance. 

poise (pwaz), n. a unit used in measur¬ 
ing viscosity, equal to the viscosity of 
a fluid which requires a force of one 
centimeter per square centimeter to 
maintain a difference of one centi¬ 
meter per second in velocity between 
two parallel planes one centimeter 
apart in the fluid and lying in the di¬ 
rection of flow. Abbrev.: P, p. [named 
after the French physician Poiseuille 
(1799-1869)] 

podar-im-eder (polarim'itar), n. a 
device for measuring the quantity of 
polarized light in light from a particu¬ 
lar source. 

po-Iar-i-scope (polar'iskhp), n. a de¬ 
vice for measuring or exhibiting the 
properties of polarized light, for 
studying the effects of various agen¬ 
cies on light of known polarization, 
and for inspecting substances under 
polarized light. 

podar-i-za-tion (pd'lariziPsHan), n. 

1. a state in which light rays or other 
radiations have all the vibrations of 
one type in the same plane; the pro¬ 
duction of such a state. 2. the giving 
of unity and direction, as to a project. 
—po'lardze, v. 

podemdcs (palerrPiks), n. sing, the art 
of controversial discussion. —po¬ 
lemic, adj. —poPe-mist, podem'i- 
cist, n. 

pold-cli-nic (pol'eklin'ik), n. the out¬ 
patients’ department of a hospital, 

podi-o-en-ceph-adidis (podeoen- 
sef'alFtis), n. an acute virus infec¬ 
tion causing inflammation of the 
gray matter in the brain. Also po li- 
en-ceph-adi'tis. 

podi-o-en-ceph-ado-my-edi-tis 
(po'leoensef'aldml'all'tis), n. an 
acute virus infection causing inflam¬ 
mation of the gray matter of the brain 

and spinal cord. Also podi-en-ceph- 

ado’myedi'tis. 
podi-o-myedidis (podeomT'alFtis), 

n. an acute virus infection causing in¬ 
flammation of the gray matter of the 
spinal cord, sometimes leading to 
permanent paralysis and deformity. 
Also called podi-o, infantile paraly¬ 
sis. 

Polish sausage. See kielbasa. 
pold-tesse (poldtes'), n. politeness; 

refined or courteous behavior, 
pold-tic (poPitik), adj. sagacious; ex¬ 
pedient; scheming; political, 

pold-ty (poPite), n. any given system 
of civil government, as civil, ecclesi¬ 
astical, etc. 

poldard (poPard), n. a tree whose top 
has been cut off so as to produce a 
close round head of young shoots, 

pollen count, the amount of pollen in 
the atmosphere, usually given as the 
average number of pollen grains col¬ 
lecting in a given time on slides in the 
open air. 

poldex (poPeks), «., pi. poldi-ces 
(poPisez). the thumb or the corres¬ 
ponding digit in certain other verte¬ 

brates, as mammals and amphibians, 
poldi'ce ver-so (poPise vur'sd), Lat¬ 

in. thumbs down; with thumbs turn¬ 
ed down to indicate failure, as ancient 
Romans asking for a gladiator to be 
put to death after a poor performance 
in a combat. 

poldicd-ta-tion (palis'ita'sHan), «. 
an offer made by one party to a law¬ 
suit but not yet accepted by the other, 

pol-ter-geist (pdPtargTst), n. a noisy 
ghost or other spirit supposed to 
show its presence by breaking crock¬ 
ery, banging doors, etc. 

pol-troon (poltroon'), n. a coward. 
—pol-troon'er-y, n. 

pol-y-an-dry (poPean'dre), n. the 
practice or fact of a woman’s having 
more than one husband at a time. 
See also monandry; polygamy, 
monogamy, bigamy. —pol-yan' 
drist, n. —pol-yan'drous, adj. 

pohy-ar-chy (poPear'ke), n. a gov¬ 
ernment by a group of people, usually 
more than three. 
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pol-y-ar-tic-u-lar (pol'eartik'yabr), 
adj. relating to several joints, 

pol-y-chro-mat-ic (pol'ekromat'ik), 
adj. many-colored. Also pol-y-chro' 
mic. 

polychrome (pobekrom), adj. con¬ 
sisting of or decorated with many 
colors. —pol'y-chro-my, n. 

polycy-the-mi-a, pol-y-cy-thae- 
mi-a (pol 'esithe'mea), n. a blood dis¬ 
order in which red blood cells are 
present in abnormally large numbers, 

pol-y-dac-tyl (pol'edak'tl), adj. with 
several or many digits, 

pol y dae mon ism, pol y de mon- 
ism (pol'ede'manizm), n. belief in 
the existence and power of many 
devils or evil spirits, 

pol-y-dip-si-a (pol'edip'seo), n. ab¬ 
normally excessive thirst, 

po-lyd-o-mous (palid'amos), adj. liv¬ 
ing as a colony but inhabiting more 
than one nest, as certain colonies of 
ants. See also monodomous. 

pol-y-don-tia (pol'edon'sHo), n. the 
condition of having more teeth than 
is usual. 

polyeth-nic (pol'eet/z'nik), adj. re¬ 
lating to, consisting of, or inhabited 
by a people or group of many ethnic 

origins. 
po-lyg-a-my (poligbme), n. the prac¬ 

tice or fact of having more than two 
marriage partners at the same time. 
See also bigamy, monogamy; poly¬ 
andry, monandry. —po-lyg'a-mist, 

n. —po-lyg'a-mous, adj. 

po-lyg-e-nism (polijbnizm), n. the 
theory that man is descended from 
more than one ancestral type, 

polyglot (pobeglot), adj. multilin¬ 
gual ; knowing or consisting of several 

languages. 
polygon (pol'egon), n. a figure with 

more, often many more, than four 

sides and usually in one plane, 
polygraph (pol'egraf), n. a lie detec¬ 

tor. 
po-lygyny (palijbne), n. the practice 

or fact of having more than one wife 
at the same time. See also monogyny. 
—po-lyg'y-nist, n. po-lyg'y nous, 

adj. 

pol-y-he-dron (pol'ehe'dran), n., pi. 

polyhe-drons, pol-y-he-dra (pol'- 
ehe'dra). a many-sided solid, usually 
one with more than six faces. —pol- 
y-he'dral, adj. 

polyhis-tor (poPehis'tar), n. a per¬ 
son learned in a variety of subjects; a 
great scholar. Alsopol-y-his-tor'i-an. 

polymath (poPemat/z), n. a master 
of many subjects. 

pol-y-mor-phism (pol 'emor'fizm), n. 

the condition or fact or being poly¬ 
morphous. 

polymor-phous (pol 'emor'fas), adj. 

occurring in any of a number of var¬ 
ied forms, as a species of butterfly 
some individuals of which mimic 
other species in their coloring, 

po-ly-no-mi-al (pol 'eno'meal), adj. 

having several or many names, 
polynu-cle-ar (poPenoo'klear), adj. 

with several or many nuclei. Also 
pol-y-nu'cle-ate. 

polypet-al-ous (pol'epet'atas), adj. 

many-petaled; having more than one 
petal; with petals separated from one 
another. 

polypha-gi-a (pol'efa'jea), n. an ab¬ 
normally excessive desire for food; 
the habit of feeding on a wide variety 

of foods. 
polyphon-ic (pol'efon'ik), adj. hav¬ 

ing more than one sound or voice, as 
music, a letter of the alphabet, etc. 
—pol'y-phone, po-lyph'o-ny, n. 

polyphy-let-ic (pol'efrlet'ik), adj. 

having been descended from quite 
different ancestors but now classified 
biologically in the same phylum, 

polyploid (poPeploid), adj. with 
three or more times the haploid num¬ 
ber of chromosomes, 

pol-yp-ne-a, pol-yp-noe-a (poP- 
ipne'a), n. panting; rapid breathing, 

pol-yp-tych (pol'iptik), n. a painting 
or carving consisting of several panels 
hinged side by side, each bearing a 
part of the whole picture or bearing a 
separate picture. See also diptych, 
pentaptych, triptych, 

polyrhythm (pol'eriTHam), n. the 

use of several different rhythms at the 
same time in a musical composition. 
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pol-y-se-my (pSbese'me), n. a variety 
of meanings or senses. —po-lys'e- 
mous, adj. 

pol-y-sper-mi-a (pol'espur'mea), n. 

the abnormally excessive production 
of semen. 

pol-y-style (pobestll), adj. having 
many pillars or columns, 

polystyrene (pol'estl'ren), n. a stiff 
plastic foam, used for insulating and 
packing. 

pol-y-syblab-ic (pobesilab'ik), adj. 

of words having three or more syl¬ 
lables ; of a written piece or a language 
characterized by having many such 
words. Also pol-y-syl-lab'i-cal. 

pol-y-tech-nic (pol'etek'nik), adj. re¬ 
lating to or devoted to scientific, tech¬ 
nical, and industrial subjects, 

pol-y-the-ism (pobet/zeizm), «. the 
doctrine or belief that there is more 
than one god. 

po-lyt-o-my (palit'ame), n. the divid¬ 
ing of something into three or more 
parts. 

pol-y-un-sat-u-rat-ed (pol'eun- 
sacH'aratid), adj. relating to or de¬ 
noting a class of fats, as corn oil, cot¬ 
tonseed oil, etc., whose molecules 
contain many double bonds unsatu¬ 
rated by hydrogen atoms, a feature 
associated with a low production of 
cholesterol in the blood, 

pol-y-u-ri-a (pobeyoor'ea), n. the ab¬ 
normally excessive formation of 
urine, as in diabetes, etc. 

pom-ace (pum'is), n. the pulp re¬ 
maining when fruit has been crushed 
and the juice pressed out, as apple 
pulp after cider-making, 

po ma ceous (pSma'sHas), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or like apples, 

po-man-der (pb'mandar), n. a mix¬ 
ture of sweet-smelling substances, as 
herbs, petals, etc., in a bag, decorative 
metal case, etc., formerly carried by 
someone in front of himself to ward 
off infection. 

pom-e-lo (pom'alS), n.,pl. pom-e-los. 
1. a grapefruit. 2. See shaddock, 

po-mi-cul-ture (po'makulcHar), n. 

fruit-growing; the raising and tend¬ 
ing of fruit crops. 

po-mif-er-ous (pomif'aras), adj. bear¬ 
ing fruits of or similar to the apple 
family. 

po-mol-o-gy (pSmobaje), n. the sci¬ 
ence of fruit-growing. 

ponce (pons), n. (in slang usage) a 
pimp. 

pon-ceau (ponso'), n. a bright orange- 
red color. 

pon-gee (ponje'), n. a soft Chinese or 
Japanese fabric of wild silk in the 
natural tan color and of uneven 
weave. See also shantung, tussah. 

pon-iard (pon'yard), n. a slender dag¬ 
ger. 

po-no-graph (po'nagraf), n. a medi¬ 
cal instrument for making a graphic 
record of fatigue. 

pon-tif-i-cate (pontif'akat), v. to 
speak pompously; to act or speak as if 
infallible. 

pont-lev-is (pontlev'is), n. a draw¬ 
bridge ; a bridge hinged at one end or 
in the middle so that it can be drawn 
up to permit tall shipping to pass be¬ 
neath or to prevent anyone from 
crossing. 

Pop Art, a style of the 1960’s in the 
fine arts, esp. painting, characteristi¬ 
cally using very large images usually 
from commercial art sources, as com¬ 
ics, advertisements, food wrappings, 
etc. 

pop,in-jay(pop,inja),w.avain, showy, 
foppish, empty-headed person. 

pop-lit-e-al (poplit'eal), adj. relating 
to the back of the knee. 

pop-pie (pop'al), v. to tumble about; 
to move irregularly to and fro, as 
water below a waterfall or when boil¬ 
ing. 

por-cine (por'sln), adj. relating to or 
resembling swine; hog-like. 

po-rif-er-ous (porif'aras), adj. having 
pores. 

po-ri-form (por'aform), adj. pore¬ 
shaped. 

pork barrel, (in slang usage) govern¬ 
ment money, legislation, or policy 
promoting local improvements 
whereby the local member of the 
legislature hopes to win votes and in¬ 
fluence. 
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por-rect (parekt'), adj. stretching out 
horizontally. 

por-tadive (por'tativ), adj. portable; 
capable of or relating to carrying, 

porte-co-chere, porte-co-chere 
(port 'koSHer'), n. an entrance for car¬ 
riages leading through the house to a 
courtyard; a porch to shelter people 
stepping into or out of carriages, 

por-tend (portend'), v. to foreshad¬ 
ow ; to give warning of. —por'tent, n. 

—por-ten'tous, adj. 

por-ti-co (por'takd), «., pi. por-ti- 
coes, por-ti-cos. an imposing porch 
consisting of a roof supported by 
columns. 

por-tiere, por-tiere (portyer'), n. a 
curtain hung over a door or instead 
of a door. 

port-man-teau (portman'tb), n., pi. 

port-man-teaus, port-man-teaux 
(portman'toz). a suitcase or traveling 
trunk, esp. one hinged along the back 
to open into two halves, 

po-seur (pozur'), n. a person who af¬ 
fects ideas, a style of living, etc., to 
impress other people, 

pos-i-grade rocket (poz'agrad), a 
rocket, in a missile with several 
stages, which fires in the direction of 
flight, as to cause the stages which are 
to continue to draw away from stages 

no longer required, 
pos-it (poz'it), v. to put in place; to 

assume as fact or truth, 
po-sol-o-gy (pasol'aje), n. the branch 

of pharmacology concerned with 
finding out what amount of a drug 
should be prescribed. 

pos‘set (pos'it), n. a drink made of 
sweetened hot milk curdled with ale, 
wine, etc., and usually flavored with 

spices. 
post-bel-lum (postbel'am), adj. post¬ 

war, esp. after the American Civil 

War. 
post-di-lu-vi-an (pbst'diloo'vean), 

adj. in or of the period after the Flood. 
See also antediluvian, 

pos-ter-i-ad (poster'ead), adv. to¬ 
ward the posterior of a living creature, 

pos te ri or (poster'ear), adj. at the 

rear or hind end. See also anterior. 

pos-tem (po'starn), n. a back or side 
entrance; a private door or gate, 

post hoc, er-go prop ter hoc (post 
hok' er'g5 prop'tar hok'), Latin, it 
happened after this, therefore it hap¬ 
pened because of this; a phrase to 
point up the error in logic of confus¬ 
ing sequence with consequence, 

pos-tiche (postesH'), adj. relating to 
an ornament added to a work, as of 
sculpture, already finished, esp. a 
superfluous or unsuitable ornament; 
artificial; false. 

pos-ti-cous (postl'kas), adj. posterior; 
esp., of flowers, relating to the part 
nearest the main axis, 

pos til ion, pos til lion (postil'yan), 
n. the man who rides the horse on the 
left of the pair, or on the left of the 
leading pair where four or more are 
used, drawing a carriage, 

post-or-bibal (pdstor'bitl), adj. lying 
behind the eye socket, 

post par-tum (par'tam), relating to or 
denoting the period of time immedi¬ 
ately following childbirth. Also post1 
par'tal. See also ante partum. 

post-pran-di-al (postpran'deal), adj. 

after-dinner; after a meal, 
pos'tre-mo-gen’i-ture (postre 'mo- 

jen'iCHar), n. the right of inheritance 
or succession by the last-bom son. 
Also called ultimogeniture. See also 
primogeniture. 

pos-trorse (pos'trors), adj. turned or 
bent backward. 

pos-tu-lant (pos'CHalant), n. 1. a per¬ 
son demanding or applying for some¬ 
thing. 2. a candidate, esp. for admis¬ 
sion into a religious order, 

pos-tudate (pos'cHalat), v. 1. to ask 
for or demand. 2. to assume without 
proof. 3. to assume a fact or principle 
as a basis for discussion. 4. to lay 
down as indisputable, 

po-ta-ble (po'tabal), adj. fit to drink ; 
in a drinkable form, 

po-tage (potaZH'), n. French, soup, 
po tam ic (potam'ik), adj. relating to 

rivers. 
po-ta-tion (pota'sHan), n. drinking, 

esp. the drinking of alcoholic bever¬ 
ages; a drink, usually alcoholic. 
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po-ta-to-ry (po'tatore), adj. relating 
to drinking; habitually taking strong 
drink. 

pot-au-feu (potSfocfl), n. a French 
dish consisting of stewed meat and 
vegetables with the broth from them 
served separately. 

po-ten-ti-ate (poten'sHeat), v. to en¬ 
dow with the power or ability to do 
something; to make more effective; 
to make possible. 

po-ten-ti-om-e-ter (paten'SHeom'- 
itar), n. an instrument for making ac¬ 
curate measurements of electromo¬ 
tive force or differences in electrical 
potential by balancing that to be mea¬ 
sured against that produced by a 
current of known voltage. 

poth-er (poTH'ar), n. commotion; agi¬ 
tation; fuss. 

pot-latch (pot'laCH), n. a festival 
among American Indian peoples of 
the N. Pacific coast, with great dis¬ 
play of wealth, as by lavish presenta¬ 
tion of gifts and competition to outdo 
all others in destroying one’s own be¬ 
longings to show that one can afford it. 

pot liquor, pot-liquor, the liquid in 
which meat or vegetables have been 
cooked and containing flavorsome 
juices from them. 

po-tom-e-ter (patonrditar), n. a device 
for measuring the amount of water 
lost by a plant through transpiration, 
consisting of a vessel holding a known 
quantity of water and entirely sealed 
around the emerging plant so that 

moisture can leave only through the 
plant. 

pot-pour-ri (pb'pdoreO), n., pi. pot- 

pour-ris (po'pborez'). 1. a mixture 
of dried petals, spices, and essential 
oils, kept in a dish or pierced con¬ 
tainer for their fragrance. 2. a medley 
of musical or literary pieces; any mix¬ 
ture of unrelated items. 

pot-sherd (pot'sHard), n. a broken 
piece of earthenware, usually one of 
archaeological interest. 

pou-lard, pou-larde (poolard'), n. a 
hen spayed to make it more fleshy, 
tender, and tasty for the table; a fat 
hen. 

poult (polt), n. a young fowl or game¬ 
bird. 

poult-de-soie (poodaswa'), n. a 
strong, finely corded silk fabric used 
for dresses. See also paduasoy, peau 
de soie. 

poul-tice (poFtis), n. 1. a paste of 
breadcrumbs, starch, meal, linseed 
oil, herbs, etc., usually spread be¬ 
tween layers of muslin and applied to 
the skin to soothe inflammation, etc. 
—v. 2. to apply a poultice, 

pour-boire (poorbwar'), n., pi. pour- 
boires (pborbwarO, French, a tip; a 
gratuity. 

prac-ti-cum (prak'takam), n. that 
part of a course of study spent on 
practical work. 

prae-cip-i-ta-ti-o (presip Ota'sHeb), n. 

rain, hail, or snow that reaches the 
earth’s surface. See also virga. 

prae-di-al, pre-di-al (pre'deal), adj. 

relating to land that is owned or 
farmed and to its products; attached 
to the land, as slaves, 

prag-mat-ic (pragmat'ik), adj. relat¬ 
ing to the practical aspect of any mat¬ 
ter. Also prag-mat'i-cal. —prag' 
ma-tism, prag'ma-tist, n. 

pran-di-al (pran'deal), adj. relating 
to dinner or to any meal, 

prate (prat), v. to talk too much; to 
keep up a stream of meaningless 
chatter. 

pra-tique (pratek'), n. a certificate 
showing that a ship presents no 
health hazard and therefore permit¬ 
ting it to use a particular port, 

prat-tle (prat'l), v. to talk in a childish 
manner; to utter foolish chatter, 

prax-is (prak'sis), n., pi. prax-is-es, 
prax-es (prak'sez). the practical ap¬ 
plication of theory, knowledge, or 
skill. 

Pre-cam-bri-an (prekam'brean), adj. 

relating to or denoting the earliest 
era of geological time, lasting from 

about 4,500,000,000 years ago to 
600,000,000 years ago and character¬ 
ized by the formation of the earth’s 
crust and supposedly by the appear¬ 
ance of the first forms of life although 
no fossils remain. 
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prec-a-to-ry (prek'atore), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or expressing a request or en¬ 
treaty; supplicatory. Also prec'a- 
tive. 

pre-cent (prisent/), v. to perform the 
duties of a precentor. 

pre-cen-tor (prisen'tar), n. a person 
appointed to lead the singing in 
church. 

pre-cept (pre'sept), n. a command 
giving a rule of conduct or action; an 
instruction or exhortation as to mor¬ 
als or behavior. —pre-cep'tive, adj. 
—pre-cep'tor, n. 

pre-ces-sion (preseSH'an), n. the mo¬ 
tion of a rotation axis when a torque 
disturbs it so that it describes a cone, 
as the spindle of a spinning top. 

precession of the equinoxes, the 
slow change in the direction of the 
earth’s axis, due to gravitational for¬ 
ces, so that the celestial North Pole 
describes a circle once in 26,000 years 
and in consequence the equinoxes 
describe a circle round the ecliptic 
during the same period. See also Pla¬ 

tonic year. 
pre-cieuse (pra'seoozO, n., pi. pre- 

cieus-es (pra'seooz^iz). 1. one of the 

women who frequented the literary 
salons of 17th-century Paris and 
aimed at or affected a refined delicacy 
of language and taste, usually carried 
to ridiculous extremes. 2. any woman 
with an affected manner, esp. in 

speech. 
pre-cieux (pra/sed6,)) adj. (of a man) 

too fastidious; affected. 
pre-ci-os-i-ty (preSH'eos'ite), n. an 

affected refinement; excessive fasti¬ 
diousness, esp. in the use of language. 

pre-cip-i-tant (prisip'itnt), adj. hur¬ 
ried; rushing or falling headlong; 

rash; abrupt. 
pre-cip-i-tate (prisip'itit), adj. head- 

long. 
pre-cip-i-tous (prisip'itas), ad], ex¬ 

tremely steep; like a precipice. 

pre-cis (prase'), n.,pl. pre-cis. a sum¬ 

mary. 
pre-ci-sian (prisizH'an), n. a person 

who strictly observes rules or accep¬ 

ted forms of behavior. 

pre-ci-sive (prisl'siv), adj. cutting off, 
separating, or defining one person or 
thing from another or others, 

pre-clude (priklood'), v. to prevent 
or exclude from. 

pre-co-cial (priko'sHal), adj. relating 
to or denoting birds which at the time 
of hatching are covered with down 
and able to move about freely, 

pre-co-cious (prikd'sHas), adj. for¬ 
ward or premature in development, 
esp. of the mind or faculties. —pre- 
coc'i-ty, n. 

pre-cog-ni-tion (pre'kognisH'an), n. 
knowledge of an event or state before 
it comes about. 

pre-co-nize (pre'kanlz), v. 1. to pro¬ 
claim, announce, or extol in public. 
2. to summon by name; to call upon 
publicly. 

pre-con-scious (prekon'SHas), adj. 
not in the conscious mind but capable 
of being readily made conscious, as of 
ideas, memories, etc. 

pre-cur-sor (prikur'sar), n. a fore¬ 
runner; someone or something pre¬ 
ceding another, as in office, a build¬ 
ing, etc. —pre-cur'so-ry, adj. 

pre-da-cious, pre-da-ceous (prida'- 
SHas), adj. predatory; grasping; ex¬ 

tortionate. 
pre-da-tion (prida'sHan), n. the act of 
preying upon or plundering, 

pred-a-tor (pred'atar), n. a person or 
animal living by or habitually prey¬ 
ing upon others. —pred'a-to-ry, adj. 

pre-di-al (pre'deal), adj. Seepraedial. 
pred-i-ca-ble (pred'akabal), adj. that 

can be stated as true or asserted, 
pred-i-cant (pred'akant), adj. 1. 

preaching. —n. 2. a preacher, 
pred-i-cate (pred'akat), v. to state as 
true; to assert as a fact; to proclaim 

or declare. 
pre-di-lec-tion (predalek'sHan), n. a 

liking or preference for; a partiality 

to. 
pre-dis-pose (pre'dispoz'), v- to make 

liable to or inclined to. —pre-dis-po- 

si'tion, n. 
pre-dor-mi-tion(pre'dorm isH'an),w. 

the period of semiconsciousness be¬ 

fore sleep. 
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pre-em-i-nent, pre-em-i-nent, pre- 
em-i-nent (preem'anant), adj. dis¬ 
tinguished beyond or excelling all 
others. —pre-em'i-nence, pre-em( 
i-nence, pre-em'i-nence, n. 

preen gland. See uropygial gland, 
pre-for-ma-tion (pre'forma'sHan), n. 
the theory held formerly that a com¬ 
plete individual is contained in the 
germ and grows to normal size during 
the embryonic period. See also epi¬ 
genesis. 

pre-hen-sile (prihen'sil), adj. adapted 
for or capable of grasping something 
or wrapping around something, as a 
hand, a monkey’s tail, etc. —pre- 
hen'sion, n. 

pre-pos-sess (prepazes'), v. to pre¬ 
judice, usually favorably; to impress 
favorably beforehand or immedi¬ 
ately. —pre-pos-ses'sion, «. 

pre-pos-sess-ing (prepazes'iNG), adj. 
arousing a favorable impression, 

pre-po-tent (prepo'tnt), adj. powerful 
above all others; predominant, 

pre-pran-di-al (prepran'deal), adj. 
before dinner; before a meal, 

pre-rog-a-tive (prirog'ativ), n. a right 
or privilege exclusive to a particular 
person, group, office, rank, etc. 

pres-age (pres'ij), v. 1. to give or have 
a forewarning of. 2. to forecast; to 
make a prediction. —n. 3. an augury; 
a portent or forewarning, 

pres-by-cu-sis (prezbakyoo'sis), n. 
deterioration of hearing caused by 
old age. Also pres-by-cou'sis, pres- 
by-a-cu'sia, pres-by-a-cou'sia. 

pres -by-o -pi -a (prez 'beb'pea), n. de¬ 
terioration of vision with old age due 
to the inability to alter the focal length 
of the lens, with consequent difficulty 
in seeing near objects. —pres'by- 
ope, n. 

pre-sci-ence (pre'sHeans), n. fore¬ 
knowledge; foresight, 

pre-sid-i-o (prisid'eo), n., pi. pre-sid- 
i-os. a garrisoned fort or post, 

pre-sid-i-um (prisid'eam), n. a per¬ 
manent committee, esp. in commu¬ 
nist organizations, exercising the full 
powers of the parent assembly when 
this is in recess. 

pres-ti-dig-i-ta-tion (pres'tidij 'ita'- 
SHan), n. conjuring; legerdemain, 

pre-ter-hu-man (pretarhyoo'man), 

adj. beyond what is human; more 
than human. 

pret-er-i-tion (pretarisH'an), n. dis¬ 
regard ; omission; an act of omission, 

pre-ter-mit (pretarmit'), v. 1. to dis¬ 
regard ; to leave undone. 2. to suspend 
or discontinue for a time, 

pre-ter-nat-u-ral (pretarnaCH'aral), 
adj. beyond what is normal; super¬ 
natural. 

pre-var-i-cate (privar'akat), v. to 
make evasive or deliberately mislead¬ 
ing statements. —pre-var'i-ca-tor, n. 

pre-ven-ient (priven'yant), adj. oc¬ 
curring before; previous; anticipat¬ 
ing. 

price-earnings ratio, the ratio be¬ 
tween the market price of a share and 
its earnings. 

price index. See consumer price 
index. 

prie-dieu (pre'dyoo'), n., pi. prie- 
dieus, prie-dieux (pre'dyooz'). a 
piece of furniture for kneeling on 
during prayer, resembling a chair 
with a rest for a book at the top and a 
low seat for kneeling on. 

prig (prig), n. a self-righteous person 
exaggeratedly proper in conduct, 
fussy about minor details, and de¬ 
manding similar behavior from 
others. —prig'gish, adj. 

pri-ma-cy (prl'mase), n. the state of 
being above all others, as in rank, 
authority, etc. 

pri-ma don-na (pre'ma don'a), pi. 
pri-ma don-nas, pri-me don-ne 
(pre'me don'e). 1. the principal sing¬ 
er, as in an operatic company. 2. a 
temperamental and difficult person, 

pri-ma fa-ci-e (prl'ma fa'sHee), ap¬ 
parent; self-evident, 

pri -me • val, pri -mae • val (prime'val), 
adj. relating to, belonging to, or as if 
belonging to the first age of the world. 
as primeval forests, primeval instincts. 

pri-mi-ge-ni-al (prl'mije'neal), adj. 
primitive; primordial. Also pri-mo- 
ge'ni-al. 

pri-mip-a-ra (prlmip'ara), n., pi. pri- 
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mip-a-rae (primip'are). a woman 
who has given birth only once or is 
giving birth for the first time, 

pri-mo-gen-i-tor (primajen'itar), n. 

the earliest ancestor; an ancestor, 
pri-mo-gen-i-ture (prlmajen'icHar), 

n. 1. the right of inheritance or suc¬ 
cession by the first-born son. See also 
postremogeniture. 2. the state or fact 
of being the first-bom of the children 
of the same parents, 

pri-mor-di-al (prlmor'deal), adj. re¬ 
lating to, existing in or since the be¬ 
ginning; original; initial; primitive, 

pri-mor-di-um (prlmor'deam), n.,pl. 

pri-mor-di-a (primor'dea). the ear¬ 
liest recognizable stage of an organ 
during its development, 

principal plane, a plane at right 
angles to the axis of a lens, mirror, or 
the like, and at which rays parallel to 
the axis start to converge and rays di¬ 
verging from a focal point become 
parallel to the axis, 

prin-ci-pate (prin'sapat), n. supreme 
authority or office. 

prin-cip-i-um (prinsip'eam), «., pi. 

prin-cip-i-a (prinsip'ea). a principle, 
prin-ta-nier (praNtanya'), adj. served 
with a garnish of diced spring vege¬ 
tables. Also prin-ta-niere (praNta- 

nyer'). 
print-out (printout'). «• the printed 

material put out by a computer, usu¬ 
ally on a continuous roll of paper, 

pris-tine (pris'ten), adj. relating to 
early or the earliest time; retaining its 
original form or purity, 

priv-a-tive (priv'ativ), adj. denoting 
or marked by the absence, lack, or 
taking away of something; causing 

deprivation. 
privy (priv'e), adj. sharing private or 

secret knowledge; private; confiden¬ 
tial. —priv'i-ly, adv. —priv'i-ty, n. 

prix fixe (pre' Hks'), pi- Prix fixes 
(pre'fiks'). a set price for a meal 
chosen from a restaurant’s menu, 

prob-a-bil-i-ty (probabil'ite), n. (in 
statistics) the likelihood of some¬ 
thing occurring measured by the ra¬ 

tio of actual occurrences to the total 

of possible occurrences. 

pro-ba-tive (pro'bativ), adj. acting or 
designed as a test; giving proof. Also 
pro'ba-to-ry. 

pro-bi-ty (pro'bite), n. honesty; in¬ 
corruptibility. 

pro bo-no pu-bli-co (pr5 bo'no pub'- 
liko), Latin, for the public good; for 
the benefit of the public, 

pro-bos-ci-date (probes'idat), adj. 

having a proboscis, 
pro-bos-cid-e-an (probasid'ean), adj. 

1. relating to or like a proboscis. 2. 
having a proboscis, 

pro-bos-cid-i-form (probasid'- 
aform), adj. proboscis-shaped, 

pro-bos-cis (probos'is), «., pi. pro- 
bos-cis-es, pro-bos-ci-des (probos'- 
idez). any elongated snout or snout¬ 
like part used for feeding, as an ele¬ 
phant’s trunk. 

proc-e-leus-mat-ic (pros'aloosmat'- 
ik), adj. arousing to action or anima¬ 
tion; putting life into; encouraging, 

pro-cel-lous (prosel'as), adj. stormy, 
tempestuous. 

pro-ces-sive (prases'iv), adj. going on 
or forward; proceeding; progressive, 

pro-ces-ver-bal (prosa'varbal'), «., 
pi. pro-ces-ver-baux (prosa'varbo'). 
minutes; a detailed written report of 
the proceedings at a meeting, etc. 

pro-chro-nism (pro'kranizm), n. the 
assigning through error of a date ear¬ 
lier than the true one to a person, 
happening, etc. Also prolepsis. See 
also anachronism, parachronism, 

proc-li-nate (prok'lanat), adj. bent or 
directed forward. 

pro-cliv-i-ty (prokliv'ite), n. a natural 
inclination toward or tendency to. 

pro-cre-ate (pro'kreat), v. to beget 
offspring; to generate; to bring into 
being. —pro'ere-ant, adj. 

pro-cryp-tic (prdkrip'tik), adj. giving 
an animal concealment from its pred¬ 

ators. See also anticryptic. 
proc-tol-o-gy (proktol'aje), n. the 

study and treatment of disorders of 

the rectum. 
proc-to-scope (prok'taskop), n. a 
medical instrument passed through 
the anus to facilitate inspection of the 

inside of the rectum. 
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pro-cum-bent (prSkum'bant), n. ly¬ 
ing face down; prostrate, 

pro-cur-ance (prokydor'ans), n. the 
bringing about of or obtaining of 
something for another or for oneself. 

proc-u-ra-tion(prokyara'sHan),«.the 
act of procurance. —proc'u-ra-tor, n. 

prod-i-gal (prod'agal), adj. recklessly 
extravagant; wastefully lavish, as of 
money; agreeably lavish, as with 
gifts. —prod-i-gal'i-ty, n. 

pro-di-gious (pradij'as), adj. extra¬ 
ordinary or amazing by reason of 
size, force, ability, etc. 

prod-i-gy (prod'ije), n. a person, esp. 
a child, endowed with an extraordi¬ 
nary talent or skill, 

pro-drome (prS'drom), n. a warning 
symptom. 

pro-em (pro'em), n. a preface; an in¬ 
troduction. 

prof-fer (prof'ar), v. to offer, 
pro-fi-lom-e-ter (profalom'itar), n. 

an instrument for measuring the 
roughness of a surface, 

prof-li-ga-cy (prof'lagase), n. 1. 
shameless immorality. 2. wild ex¬ 
travagance. 

prof-li-gate (prof'lagit), adj. 1. thor¬ 
oughly immoral; licentious. 2. wildly 
extravagant. —n. 3. a profligate per¬ 
son. 

prof-lu-ent (prof'looant), adj. flowing 
out freely, abundantly, or smoothly, 

pro for-ma (pro for'ma), Latin, as a 
matter of form; done according to or 
for the sake of form, 

pro-fu-sive (prafyoo'siv), adj. lavish; 
extravagant; prodigal, 

prog-e-ny (proj'ane), n. children; off¬ 
spring; issue; outcome, 

pro-ges-ter-one (projes'taron), n. a 
female hormone secreted by the ova¬ 
ry, responsible for preparing the re¬ 
productive organs for pregnancy, and 
during pregnancy, when it is also 
secreted by the placenta, responsible 
for maintaining the uterus, 

prog-na-thous (prog'nat/jas), adj. 

with projecting jaw. 

prog-nose (prognos'), v. to make a 
medical prognosis. 

prog-no-sis (prognosis), «., pi. prog¬ 

noses (progno'sez). a forecast of the 
likely progress and result of a disease. 
—prog-nos'tic, adj. 

prog-nos-ti-cate (prognos'takat), v. 

to predict from present signs; to fore¬ 
see; to foreshadow or betoken. 
—prog-nos-ti-ca'tion, n. 

pro-gram (pro'gram), n. the sequence 
of detailed instructions fed into a 
computer in accordance with which 
it deals with problems given to it. 
—pro'gram-mer, n. 

pro-jec-tile (prajek'til), n. a missile or 
any body projected by force, as from 
a gun. 

pro-jet (prozHa'), n. a project; a draft, 
as of a treaty. 

pro-lapse (prolaps'), w. the downward 
displacement of an organ, as the 
uterus. Also pro-lap'sus. 

pro-late (pro'lat), adj. elongated in 
the direction of the polar diameter, as 
a spheroid described by an ellipse 
revolving about its longer axis. See 
also oblate. 

pro-leg (pro'leg), n. one of the thick, 
jointless appendages on the abdomen 
of caterpillars, etc., used as a leg. 

pro-le-gom-e-non (prSlagom'anon), 
«., pi. pro-le-gom-e-na (probgom'- 
ona). an introductory passage or dis¬ 
cussion ; a preface or prologue. —pro- 
le-gom'e-nous, adj. 

pro-lep-sis (prolep'sis), n., pi. pro- 
lep-ses (prolep'sez). See prochro- 
nism. 

pro-le-tar-i-at (pro'liter'eat), n. the 
poorest class in a society, esp. the 
wage-earning laboring class having 
little or no property, 

pro-li-cide (pro'lisTd), n. the killing 
or the crime of killing one’s own or 
other children. 

pro-lif-er-a-tion (prolifbra'sHan), n. 

rapid growth or increase, 

pro-lif-ic (prhlif'ik), ad], producing 
much; fertile; fruitful, 

pro-line (pro'len), n. an amino acid 
present in all proteins and recently 
discovered in a meteorite, 

pro-lix (proliks'), adj. unnecessarily 
or tediously wordy; of such a speaker 
or writer. 
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pro-loc-u-tor (prolok'yatar), n. a 
chairman. 

pro-lu-sion (proloo'zHan), n. an in¬ 
troductory essay or article. —pro-lu* 
so-ry, adj. 

Pro-me-the-an (prame't/zean), adj. 

creative; daringly original, 
prom-ul-gate (prom'olgat), v. to 
make public by proclaiming or pub¬ 
lishing ; to put into force, as a new law, 
etc. 

pro-na-tion (prona'sHan), n. a move¬ 

ment in which the hand or forearm is 
turned so that the palm faces down¬ 
ward or backward; the position re¬ 

sulting from such a turn. See also 
supination. —pro'nate, v. 

pro'nun'ci-a-men'to (pranun'sea- 
men'to), n., pi. pro-nun-ci-a-men- 
tos. a proclamation; a manifesto, as 

of rebels. 
pro-pae-deu-tic (pro'pidoo'tik), adj. 

relating to or like introductory in¬ 
struction, as to some art or science. 
Also pro-pae-deu*ti-cal. 

prop-a-ga-ble (prop'agabal), adj. that 
can be propagated, 

pro-pag-u-lum (prbpag'yalam), n., 

p/.pro-pag-u-la(propag'yala).aprop- 
agating part, as a bud. Also prop*a- 

gule. 
prophylactic (profalak'tik), adj. 

preventive; protecting, as against 

disease. 
pro-phy-lax-is (prbfalak'sis), n. the 
prevention of disease; a measure de¬ 
signed to prevent a particular disease, 

as inoculation, etc. 
pro-pin-qui-ty (propiNG*kwite), n. 

closeness; nearness; affinity, 
pro pi ti ate (prapistt'eat), v. to make 

well disposed toward; to win forgive¬ 
ness or tolerance for. —pro-pi-ti-a* 
tion, n. —pro-pi*ti-a-to*ry, adj. 

pro-pi'tious (prapiSH'as), adj. favor¬ 
able, as propitious conditions for sail¬ 

ing. 
propjet engine. See turbo-propeller 

engine. 
pro-pound (propound*), v. to put for¬ 

ward ; to propose, as a plan, a ques¬ 

tion, etc. 
pr o -pri -o -cep • tor (pro*preasep*tar), 

n. a sense organ which detects posi¬ 
tion, movement, pain, pressure, and 
other changes caused by stimuli with¬ 
in the body. —pro-pri-o-cep*tive, 
adj. 

pro-pri-o mo-tu (pro*preo mo*too), 
Latin, of one’s own accord; at one’s 
own will or initiative, 

prop-ter hoc (prop*tar hok*), Latin. 

because of this. 
pro-rogue (prorbg*), v. to postpone; 
to discontinue for a period, 

pro-scribe (proskrib*), v. to forbid; 
to denounce as dangerous, etc. —pro¬ 
scription, n. 

pro-sect (prosekt*), v. to dissect for 
demonstration purposes, 

pros-e-lyt-ize (pros'alitlz), v. to con¬ 
vert a person from one opinion, reli¬ 
gion, etc., to another. —pros*e- 
lyte, n. 

pros-o-dem-ic (prosadem*ik), adj. re¬ 
lating to or denoting a disease spread 
by personal contact, 

pros-o-dy (pros*ade), n. the study of 
verse form and poetic meter. —pros* 
o-dist, n. 

pro-so-po-poe-ia, pro-so-po-pe-ia 
(prosd'pape'a), n. the rhetorical de¬ 
vice of personifying inanimate things 
or making imagined or dead people 
speak or act. 

pros-tate (prostat), adj. relating to or 
denoting the prostate gland, 

pros-ta-tec-to-my (pros 'tatek'tame), 
n. the surgical removal of a part or all 
of the prostate gland, 

prostate gland, a muscular gland at 
the base of the bladder in male mam¬ 
mals which contributes substances to 
semen and through which the ure¬ 
thra passes. Also pros'tate. 

pros-the-sis (prost/ze*sis), n.,pl. pros- 
the-ses (prost&e'sez). the attachment 
of an artificial part or device to the 
body to replace a missing part, for 
functional or cosmetic purposes; the 
part or device so added. Also proth* 

e-sis. 
pros-thet-ics (prost/iet*iks), n., sing. 

the branch of surgery or dentistry 
concerned with restoring and main¬ 
taining function by supplying artifi- 
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cial replacements for missing parts. 
—pros'the-tist, n. 

pros-tho-don-tics (prost/zadon'tiks), 
n. sing, dental prosthetics. Also pros- 
tho-don'tia. —pros-tho-don'tist, n. 

prot-a-nom-a-ly (protanom'ale), n. a 
sight defect in which the retina has an 
abnormally weak response to the 
color red. 

prot-an-o-pi-a (prbtano'pea), n. a 
sight defect in which the retina makes 
no response to the color red. 

prot-a-nope (pro'tanbp), n. a person 
who suffers from protanopia. 

prot-a-sis (protasis), n.,pl. prot-a-ses 
(prot'asez). 1. the conditional clause, 
usually beginning “if” in a condi¬ 
tional sentence. See also apodosis. 2. 
the introductory part of an ancient 
drama. See also catastasis, catas¬ 
trophe, epitasis. 

pro-te-an (pro'tegn), adj. able to 
change form or character easily; vari¬ 
able; versatile. 

pro-tec-tion-ism (pratek'sHanizm), 
n. market and price protection ac¬ 
corded domestic producers by mea¬ 
sures such as high tariffs and quota 
restrictions on imported goods. 
—pro-tec'tion-ist, n. 

pro-tein (prS'ten), n. any of a group 
of organic compounds of high mol¬ 
ecular weight, synthesized by plants 
and animals; the chief nitrogen- 
containing compounds in their tissue, 
consisting of amino acids which are 
the essential tissue-building elements 
for animals. 

pro-tha-la-mi-on(pr6ttala'mean),w., 
pi. pro-tha-la-mi-a (prot/iala'mea). a 
song or poem written for the occasion 

of a marriage. See also epithalamion. 
proth-e-sis (pro^'isis), n. 1. the add¬ 

ing of a sound or syllable at the begin¬ 
ning of a word, as Spanish escena, 

espectador from Latin scena, spectator. 

2. See prosthesis. 

pro-thon-o-tar-y (prothon'atere), n. 

the chief official in certain lawcourts, 
as the chief clerk, etc. 

pro-tho-rax (prot/zor'aks), n., pi. pro- 
tho-rax-es, pro-tho-ra-ces (pxbthor'- 

asez). the front one of the three seg¬ 

ments of the thorax of an insect, 
bearing legs but no wings, 

pro-throm-bin (prot/zrom'bin), n. a 
protein formed in the liver from vita¬ 
min K and necessary for normal 
blood-clotting. Also thrombogen. 

Pro-tis-ta (pratis'ta), n. pi. all single- 
celled organisms considered as a 
group. 

pro-to-lith-ic (protalit/z'ik), adj. per¬ 
taining to or denoting stones used as 
tools because of their shape but not 
shaped by the user, 

pro-to-mor-phic (protamor'fik), adj. 

of primitive type or structure, 
pro-ton (pro'ton), n. the nucleus of a 

hydrogen atom; the fundamental 
particle that is a constituent of the 
nucleus of all atoms, having a posi¬ 
tive electrical charge equal in magni¬ 
tude to that of an electron, 

pro-to-path-ic (protapat/j'ik), adj. re¬ 
lating to or denoting response to pain 
or temperature. See also epicritic. 

pro-to-plasm (pro'taplazm), n. a 
colorless fluid, the substance of which 
all animal and vegetable cells mainly 
consist, and thus the essential matter 
of all life. —pro-to-plas'mic, adj. 

pro-to-troph-ic (protatrof'ik), adj. (of 
certain microorganisms) 1. requiring 
only inorganic substances for growth. 
2. with no nutritional requirements 
other than those of the majority of its 
species. 

pro-to-type (pro'tatlp), n. a thing or 
person serving as the original or 
model for or typifying something, 

pro-to-zo-an (prbtazo'an), adj. be¬ 
longing to or relating to the phylum 
comprising single-celled organisms. 
Also pro-to-zo'ic. —pro-to-zo'al, 
adj. 

pro-to-zo-ol-o-gy, pro-to-zo-61-o-gy 
(pro'tbzSol'aje), n. the scientific 
study of protozoa. 

pro-to-zo-on (prbtazo'on), n.,pl. pro- 
to-zo-a. a protozoan organism, 

pro-tract (protrakt,)) v. 1. to make 
longer in time. 2. to extend or stick 
out. 3. to plot and draw to scale using 
a protractor, as a diagram, plan, etc. 
—pro-trac'tion, n. 
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pro-trac-tile (protrak'til), adj. able to 
be protracted; that can be protracted, 

pro-tru-sile (protroo'sil), adj. able to 
be thrust or extended forward, as a 
frog’s tongue. 

pro-tru'sive (protroo'siv), adj. that 

projects forward, sticks out, or bulges, 
pro-tu-ber-ate (prbtob'barat), v. to 

form a rounded prominence; to 
bulge. 

prove-nance (prov'anans), n. place 
of origin; source. Also pro-ve'ni- 
ence. 

pro-vi-so (pravT'zo), n.,pl. pro-vi-sos, 
pro’vi-soes. a condition or stipula¬ 
tion, as a limiting clause in a contract, 
etc. 

pro'vo-lo-ne (provalo'ne), n. a hard, 
smoked, full-flavored Italian cheese, 

prox-i-mal (prok'samal), adj. situ¬ 
ated toward the center or point of at¬ 
tachment, as of a limb. See also distal, 

prox-i-mate (prok'samit), adj. next 
or nearest, as in sequence, place, time, 
etc.; immediately before or after; 
close. —prox-im'i-ty, n. 

prox-y (prok'se), n. 1. the power or 
function of someone authorized to act 
for another. 2. a document authoriz¬ 
ing someone to act for another, 

prud-nose (prob'anos), adj. with a 
bloom or powdery coating, as a grape, 
certain species of cacti, etc. 

pru’nelle (prooneF). n. 1. a sweet 
French liqueur made from plums. 
2. Also pru-nel'la, pru-nelMo. a 
lightweight worsted twill fabric for 
women’s and children’s clothes; a 
smooth fabric of wool or mixed fibers 
foriyierly used for clerical robes, etc. 

pru-ri-entCproor'eant), adj. 1. having, 

given to, or causing lewd thoughts. 
2. full of changing desires, itching 
curiosity, or an abnormal craving, 

pru-ri-go (prborFgb), n. a skin disease 
characterized by violently itching pa¬ 
pules. —pro-rig'i-nous (prborij'a- 

nas), adj. 
pru-ri-tus (probrl'tas), n. an itching 

sensation or other irritation of the 

skin. 
Prze-wal-ski’s horse (psHaval'skez). 

See tarpan. 

psel'lism (sel'izam), n. stuttering. 
pse-phol-o-gy (sefol'aje), n. the study, 

esp. statistical analysis, of elections. 
pseud-e-pig-ra-phy (soodapig'rafe), 

n. the false attribution of an article, 
novel, poem, etc., to a certain writer. 

pseu-do-a-quat-ic (soo 'doakwat'ik), 
adj. native to a wet or moist habitat 
but not aquatic. 

pseu-do-de-men-tia (soo 'dodimen'- 
SHa), n. temporary insanity due to 
extreme emotion. 

pseu-do-her-maph-ro-dite (soo'do- 
hurmaf'radlt), n. an individual whose 
internal reproductive organs are of 
one sex but whose external genitals 
resemble those of the opposite or both 
sexes. 

pseu-dom-o-nas (soodom'anas), n., 

pi. pseu-do-mon-a-des (sobdamon'- 
adez). any of various species of rod¬ 
shaped bacteria, some of which cause 
diseases in plants and animals. 

pseu-dtvmorph (sob'damorf), n. an 
irregular form which cannot properly 
be classified. 

pseu-do-nym (soo'danim), n. a pen 
name; a name other than one’s own 
used to conceal identity, esp. by an 
author. 

pseu-do-pa-ral-ysis (soo'dbparaF- 
isis), n. a state which is not true paral¬ 
ysis but in which a person is unable 
to move a part of the body because of 
pain, shock, etc. 

pseu'dcphone (soo'dafon), n. a de¬ 
vice which changes the relationship 
between the direction of a sound and 
the receptor so as to produce the illu¬ 
sion that the sound comes from a dif¬ 

ferent place or source. 
pseu-do-po-di-um (soodapo'deam), 

n.,pl. pseu’do’pcrdba (soodapo'dea). 
a temporary protrusion of the proto¬ 
plasm of a cell, occurring in protozoa, 
white blood cells, etc., and used in 
movement, feeding, etc. Also pseu' 

do-pod. 
pseu-do-scope (soo'daskop), n. an 

optical instrument which produces 
an image in reverse relief by means of 
two adjustable reflecting prisms. 
—pseu-dos'co-py, n. 
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psi-lan-thro -pism (sTlanL/zrapizm), 
h. the doctrine or belief that Christ 
was an ordinary human being. Also 
psi-lan'thro-py. 

psi-lo-sis (sTlo'sis), n. loss of hair; 
falling hair. 

psit-ta-cism (sit'asizm), n. repeti¬ 
tious and meaningless speech; parrot¬ 
like speech. 

psit-ta-co-sis (sitakb'sis), n. parrot 
fever; a contagious disease affecting 
birds, esp. parrots, causing diarrhea 
and weight loss, and communicable 
to man when it also causes fever and 
bronchial pneumonia. 

pso-ri-a-sis (sarl'asis), n. a chronic 
skin disease causing round red pat¬ 

ches covered with white scales. Also 
pso'ra. 

psy-chas-the-ni-a (sl'kast/ie'nea), n. 

a neurosis marked by anxiety and 
acute fear. 

psy-cha-tax-i-a (sikatak'sea), n. in¬ 
ability to concentrate. 

psyche (sT'ke), n. the soul, spirit, 
or mind; the principle of mental and 
emotional life. 

psych-e-del-ic (slkadel'ik), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or denoting a state of height¬ 
ened mental awareness producing in¬ 
tensified sensual perception and en¬ 
joyment and increased creativeness; 
denoting a drug which produces such 
an effect, as LSD, mescaline, etc. 
Also psycho-del'ic. 

psy-cho-bi-ol-o-gy (sl'koblol'aje), n. 

the scientific study of the interrela¬ 
tion of body and mind, as in the ner¬ 
vous system, etc. 

psy-cho-di-ag -nos-tics (si 'kodl 'ag- 
nos'tiks), n. sing, the study of person¬ 
ality through behavior and manner¬ 
isms, as posture, facial expression, 
etc. —psy-cho-di-ag-no'sis, n. —psy 
cho-di-ag-nos'tic, adj. 

psy-cho-dra-ma (sT'kodra'ma), n. a 
method of group psychotherapy in 
which patients dramatize and act out 
their various problems in the form of 
a play. 

psy-cho-dy-nam-ics (sl'kSdlnam'- 
iks), n. sing, the study of personality 
through examining past and present 

experiences and the motivation that 

produced them. 
psy-cho-gal-van-ic (si'kogalvan'ik), 

adj. relating to electric changes in the 
body due to mental or emotional sti¬ 
muli. 

psy-cho-gal-va-nom-e-ter (sl'ko- 
gal'vanom'itar), n. a type of galva¬ 
nometer adapted for measuring psy¬ 
chogalvanic currents, 

psy-cho-gen-e-sis (sl'kbjen'isis), n. 

1. the origin and development of the 
psyche. 2. the origin of any physical 
or psychological state in the interac¬ 
tion of the conscious and unconscious 
mind. 

psy-cho-gen-ic (sl'kojen'ik), adj. ori¬ 
ginating in the mind, 

psycho-graph (sT'kagraf), n. a graph 
showing the relative strengths of a 
person’s various personality traits. 
—psy-chog'ra-pher, n. 

psy-cho-lin-guis-tics (sI'koliNG- 
gwis'tiks), n. sing, the study of the 
interrelation of language and the be¬ 
havioral pattern of its users, 

psy-chol-o-gism (sikol'ajizm), n. the 
giving of great weight to psychologi¬ 
cal factors in forming a theory (used 
as a term of disparagement implying 
that too much weight has been given 
to psychological factors), 

psy-cho-man-cy (sl'kSman'se), n. 

communication with or between spir¬ 
its. 

psy-chom-e-try (stkom'itre), n. the 
measurement of mental characteris¬ 
tics. Also psy-cho-met'rics. 

psy-cho-mo-tor (sT'komo'tar), adj. 

relating to movement induced by 
mental processes. 

psycho-neu-ro-sis (si 'kondoro' sis), 
n. a functional disorder of the mind 
in which patients show insight into 
their condition but have personalities 
dominated variously by anxiety, de¬ 
pression, obsessions, compulsions, 
and physical complaints with no evi¬ 
dence of organic disease, all of which 
are symptoms which can be relieved 
by psychotherapy without cure of the 

root cause. —psy-cho-neu-rot'ic, 
adj. 



275 

psycho-path (sT'kapat/j), n. a men¬ 
tally deranged or unstable person; a 
person with a psychopathic person¬ 
ality. —psy-cho-path'ic, adj. 

psychopathic personality, a person¬ 
ality type characterized by outbursts 
of violence, antisocial behavior, in¬ 
ability to form meaningful relation¬ 
ships, and extreme egocentricity. 

psy-cho-pa-thist (slkop'at/zist), n. one 
who specializes in treating psychop¬ 
athy. 

psycho-pa-thol-o-gy (sl'kopat/zol'- 
aje), n. the scientific study of mental 
disease. 

psy-chop-a-thy (slkop'aifte), n. men¬ 
tal disease, esp. severe disease dis¬ 
turbing the moral sense or character. 

psy-cho-phar-ma-col-o-gy (sl'ko- 
far'makol'aje), n. the study of the 
psychological effects of drugs. 

psy-cho-phys-ics (sl'kofiz'iks), 
n. sing, a field of study within psychol¬ 
ogy concerned with measuring the 
relations between the physical as¬ 
pects of stimuli and the sensations 
they produce. 

psy•cho•phys•i•ol•o•gy(sI'k5fiz,eol,- 
aje), n. a field of study within physiol¬ 
ogy concerned with the relations be¬ 
tween physical and mental phenom¬ 
ena. —psycho-phys-i-o-log'i-cal, 

adj. 

psycho-pomp (sl'kopomp), n. some¬ 
one who conducts the souls of the 
dead to the next world, as Charon in 

classical mythology. 
psy-cho-pro-phy-lax-is (sl'kopro'fa- 
lak'sis), n. a method of preparing 
pregnant women for childbirth by 
their studying the labor process and 
training in breathing exercises, 
rhythm, and relaxation .Also Lamaze 

technique. 
psy-cho-sex-u-al (sI'kosek'sHooal), 

adj. relating to the relationship of 
mental and sexual phenomena. 

psycho-sis (sikd'sis), n., pi. psycho¬ 
ses (slkS'sez). a severe mental illness 
which may cause alteration of the en¬ 

tire personality. 
psy-cho-so-mat-ic (sl'kosamat^ik), 

adj. relating to or denoting a physical 

pterygium 

disorder caused or greatly influenced 
by emotional stress, 

psychosomatic medicine, the use 
of psychological techniques and prin¬ 
ciples in treating physical illness. 
Also psy-cho-so-mat'ics. 

psy-cho-sur-ger-y (sl'kbsurfjare), n. 

the use of brain surgery to treat men¬ 
tal illness. 

psy-cho-tech-nics (sl'kotek'niks), n. 

sing, the use of psychological tech¬ 
niques and theories for controlling 
human behavior for practical pur¬ 
poses. 

psy-cho-tech-nol-o-gy (sI'koteknoF- 
aje), n. the study of psychotechnics, 

psy-cho-ther-a-peu-tics (sl'kot/zer 
apyoo'tiks), n. sing, the remedial 
treatment of disease by psychic in¬ 
fluence, as mental suggestion, etc. 

psy-cho-ther-a-py (sl'kot&er'ape), «. 
the science or technique of treating 
mental disorders by psychological 

methods. 
psy-chrom-e-ter (sfkrom'itar), n. a 

type of thermometer used to measure 
relative atmospheric humidity, con¬ 
sisting of two thermometers mounted 
side by side one of which has its bulb 
wrapped in damp material dipping in 
water so that there is evaporation 
from the wick, with consequent cool¬ 
ing of the bulb, at a rate dependent on 
the relative humidity of the air, which 
can then be measured by comparing 
the reading from the wet thermom¬ 
eter with that from the dry one. 

psy-chrom-e-try (slkrom'itre), n. the 
scientificmeasurement of atmospher¬ 

ic humidity. 
psy-chro-phil-ic(sikrafil,ik), adj. able 

to grow at a temperature at or near 

0°C., esp. of bacteria, 
pter-i-dol-o-gy (ter'idol'aje), n. the 

scientific study of ferns, horsetails, 

clubmosses, etc. 
pte-rid-o-phyte (tarid'afit), n. any 
plant of the division that includes 
ferns, horsetails, clubmosses, etc. 

pter-o-car-pous (terakar'pas), adj. 

having winged fruit, as the sycamore 

tree. 
pte-ryg-i-um (tarij'eam), n., pi. pte- 
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ryg-i-ums, pte-ryg-i-a (tarij'eo). a 
triangular thickened mass of the 
membrane that covers the eye, 
stretching from the inner eye-corner 
to the pupil. 

pter-y-goid(terGgoid), adj. wing-like. 
pter-y-gote (ter'agot), adj. relating to 

the biological subclass comprising 
the winged insects. Also pte-ryg'o- 
tous. 

pter-y-la (terGla), «., pi. pter-y-lae 
(terGle). any of the feathered portions 
of the skin of a bird. Also feather- 
tract. See also apterium. 

pter-y-lol-o-gy (teralol'aje), n. the 
study of pterylosis. 

pter-y-lo-sis (teralo'sis), n. the distri¬ 
bution of birds’ feathers in definite 
areas on the skin. 

pti-lo-sis (tilo'sis), n. a disorder char¬ 
acterized by falling out of the eye¬ 
lashes. 

pti-san (tizGn), n. barley water; a 
nourishing preparation originally 
made from water in which barley had 
been boiled, supposedly of some me¬ 
dicinal benefit. 

Ptol-e-ma-ic system (tolama'ik), a 
conception of the universe elaborated 
by Ptolemy, in which the earth was 
thought to be central and stationary, 
with the sun, moon, and other planets 
moving around it. [after Ptolemy, 

Greek astronomer, geographer, and 
mathematician of the 2nd century 
A.D.] 

pto-maine (tS'man), n. any of a group 
of basic nitrogenous compounds, as 
cadaverine, muscarine, etc., some of 
which are highly poisonous, formed 
during the putrefaction of plant or 
animal protein, and having a charac¬ 
teristic appearance and smell. 

pto-sis (to'sis), n. the downward dis¬ 
placement of an organ, esp. the upper 
eyelid. 

pty-a-lism (tPalizm), n. the abnor¬ 
mally excessive production of saliva. 

pu-bes (pyoo'bez), «., sing, and pi. 1. 
the lower part of the abdomen. 2. the 
hair which appears on this part at 
puberty. 3. See pubis. 

pu-bes-cent (pyoobesGnt), adj. 1. at 

or reaching the age of puberty. 2. with 
a covering of soft, downy hair, as 
insects, leaves, etc. 

pu-bis (pyoo'bis), n., pi. pu-bes 
(pyoo'bez). in man the projecting 
part at the lower end of either side of 
the pelvic girdle, forming its front 
wall, and the corresponding part in 

four-legged animals, 
pub-li-can (pub'bkan), n. (in Britain) 

a person who owns or manages a pub 
or tavern. 

public domain, the legal status of 
works on which copyright has ex¬ 
pired or never been granted, 

puce (pyoos), adj. purplish-brown in 
color; of the color of a flea, [from the 
French word for flea] 

pu-den-cy (pyoo'danse), n. modesty; 
sensitivity to feelings of shame; shy¬ 
ness. 

pu-den-dum (pyooden'dam), n., pi. 

pu-den-da (pyooden'da). Usually in 
pi. the external genital organs, esp. of 
the female. 

pu-er-ile (pyoo'aril), adj. relating to 
a child; immature; childish; trivial. 
—pu-er-ili-ty, n. 

pu-er-il-ism (pyoo'aralizm), n. child¬ 
ish behavior in an adult, 

pu-er-per-al (pyoour'paral), adj. re¬ 
lating to childbirth or women during 
childbirth. 

puerperal fever, a fever that may 
occur after childbirth, usually due to 
infection. 

pu-er-pe-ri-um (pyooarper'eam), n. 

the state of a woman during child¬ 
birth and the period immediately 
following when the uterus returns to 
normal size and lactation begins, 

puffer fish, one of several related 
spiny fishes that are able to inflate 
themselves into a prickly ball when 
threatened. 

puff paste, a dough rich in shortening, 
folded and rolled many times to make 
it rise in flaky layers when cooked, 

pug-na-cious (pugna'snas), adj. giv¬ 
en to fighting; belligerent, 

pu-is-sance (pyooisans), n. great 
power, might, or influence. —puis¬ 
sant, adj. 
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puk-ka sa-hib (puk'a sa'heb), a real 
gentleman, used as a respectful term 
of address by Indians to British colo¬ 
nial officials in India, 

pul-chri-tude (puBkritood), n. physi¬ 
cal beauty. —pul-chri-tu'di-nous, 
adj. 

pule (pyool), v. to cry weakly; to whine 
in a thin tone. 

pul-let (pool'it), n. a young hen from 
the time it begins to lay until its first 
moult; other domestic fowl in this 
phase. 

pul-lu-late (puByalat), v. to sprout or 
germinate; to breed or multiply rap¬ 
idly; to exist in large numbers, 

pul-mo-nar-y (puBmanere), adj. re¬ 
lating to the lungs. 

pul-mon-ic (pulmon'ik), adj. 1. pul¬ 
monary. 2. relating to pneumonia, 

pul-que (pooBke), n. a Mexican fer¬ 
mented drink made from the sap of 
certain species of agave, 

pul-sa-tile (puBsatil), adj. throbbing; 
pulsating; beating, as a pulse, per¬ 

cussion music, etc. 
pul-sim-e-ter (pulsinBitar), n. an in¬ 
strument for measuring the strength 
or rapidity of the pulse, 

pul-ver-u-lent (pulver'yalant), adj. 

consisting of or covered with dust or 
powder; crumbling to a fine powder, 

pul-vi-nate (puBvanat), adj. shaped 

like a cushion. 
pun-cheon (pun'cHan), n. a heavy 

rough slab of timber used as a floor¬ 
board, or upright as a short support 

or piece of framing, 
punc-tate (puNGk'tat), adj. marked 
or,studded with dots, points or de¬ 
pressions. Also punc'tat-ed. —punc- 

ta'tion, n. 

punc-ti-form (puNGk'taform), adj. 

like a dot or point. 
punc-til-i-o (puNGktil'eo), «., pi. 

punc-til-i-os. a fine point, as of cere¬ 

mony, honor, conduct, etc. 
punc-til-i-ous (puNGktiBeas), adj. ob¬ 

serving all the punctilios; showing 

great attention to details, 
pun-dit (pun'dit), n. an authority or 

expert on some matter (often used 

jocularly). 

pu-ni-tive (pyocBnitiv), adj. punish¬ 
ing; intended to punish; relating to 
punishment. Also pu'ni-to-ry. 

pun-kah (puNG'ka), n. a very large 
cloth fan hung from the ceiling and 
swung to and fro by machinery or a 
servant, esp. in India, 

pu-pa (pyoo'pa), n.,pl. pu-pae (pyocB- 
pe), pu-pas. an insect in the stage be¬ 
tween the larva and the imago when 
it does not move or feed but develops 
greatly. 

pu-pate (pyoo'pat), v. to become a 
pupa. 

pu-pip-a-rous (pyoopip'aras), adj. 

relating to or denoting insects that 
bear larvae which are already so far 
developed that they are ready to 
pupate. 

pur-dah, pur-da (pur'da), n. (in 
India, Pakistan, etc.) a curtain, 
screen, or veil used or worn to conceal 
women of rank from men or stran¬ 
gers; the system of so concealing 
women. 

pu-ree (pyoora'), n. cooked and sieved 
food, esp. fruit or vegetables, 

pur-fle (pur'fal), v. 1. to edge with a 
decorative border. 2. to use miniature 
architectural forms to decorate a 
shrine, canopy, etc. —pur'fling, n. 

pur-lieu (pur'loo), n. 1. a district or 
area at the edge of a town, forest, etc. 
2. a place where one has the right to 
come and go at will and wander free¬ 
ly; a place one habitually frequents; 
a haunt; one’s limits, 

pur-loin (porloinO, v. to steal; to take 
dishonestly. 

pur-port (parport'), v. 1. to profess; 
to intend to seem, usually falsely. 
—n. 2. the meaning or sense, either 
apparent or real. 

pur-pu-ra (pur'pyoora), n. a disease 
in which the blood is forced from the 
blood vessels and diffuses through 
the surrounding tissue causing pur¬ 

plish spots on the skin, 
pur sang (pYr saN'), French, genuine 

beyond question; full-blooded, [lit., 

pure blood] 
pur-su-ant (parsoobnt), adj. follow¬ 

ing; pursuing. —pur-su'ance, n. 
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pur-sui-vant (pur'swivant), n. a fol¬ 
lower; an attendant, 

pur-sy (pur'se), adj. short of breath, 
esp. from being too fat. 

pu-ru-lence (pyobr'alans), n. the con¬ 
dition of forming, containing, or dis¬ 
charging pus. —pu'ru-lent, adj. 

pu-ru-loid (pyobr'aloid), adj. like pus. 
pur-vey (parva'), v. to supply or pro¬ 
vide as a trade, esp. provisions. —pur- 
vey'ance, n. —pur-vey'or, n. 

pur-view (pur'vyoo), n. the scope or 
province, as of authority, concern, 
subject, etc. 

pu-sil-la-nim-i-ty (pyoo'salanim'- 
ite), n. faintheartedness; lack of spir¬ 
it; timidity; cowardliness. —pu-sil- 
lan'i-mous, adj. 

pus-tu-late (pus'cHalat), adj. 1. cov¬ 
ered with pustules. —v. 2. to cause to 
break out in pustules. —pus'tu-lant, 
adj. 

pus-tule (pus'cHool), n. a small swell¬ 
ing on the skin containing pus; any 
pimple-like or blister-like swelling 
on the skin. —pus-tu-la'tion, n. 

—pus'tu-lar, pus'tu-lous, adj. 

pu-ta-tive (pyoo'tativ), adj. reputed; 
supposed; generally regarded as. 

pu-tre-fac-tion (pyootrafak'sHan), n. 

the act or process of decomposition 
of living matter by bacteria and fungi 
with resulting foul-smelling prod¬ 
ucts; rotting. 

pu-tres-cent (pyootres'ant), adj. in 
process of putrefaction; becoming 
rotten. 

pu-tres-ci-ble (pyootres'abal), adj. 

liable to putrefaction, 
pu-tri-lage (pyoo'tralij), n. matter 

which has become or is becoming 
putrid. 

Putsch (pobtSH), n. German, a sudden 
and speedy uprising or takeover of 
government. 

P wave, the first major shock wave 
radiating from the center of an earth¬ 
quake. Also primary wave. See also 
L wave, S wave. 

pyc-nom-e-ter (piknom'itar), n. an 
instrument for ascertaining the den¬ 
sity of a liquid or solid by comparing 

it under the same conditions of tem¬ 

perature and pressure with an equal 
volume of a liquid or solid whose 
density is known. 

py-e-li-tis (plall'tis), n. inflammation 
of the pelvis or the kidney outlet, 

py-e-lo-gram (pi'alagram), n. an x- 
ray photograph produced by pyelog¬ 
raphy. Also py'e-lo-graph. 

py-e-log-ra-phy (plalog'rafe), n. the 
science or technique of photograph¬ 
ing the kidneys, renal pelves, and ure¬ 
ters by injecting a radiopaque solu¬ 
tion before taking x-ray photographs, 

py-e-lo-ne-phri-tis (pl'albnafrl'tis), 
n. inflammation of the kidney and the 
adjoining part of the urinary tract 
caused by bacterial infection spread 
back from the urethra and bladder, 

py-e-lo-ne-phro-sis (pl'albnafro'sis), 
n. any disease affecting thekidney and 
the area immediately surrounding it. 

py-e-mi-a, py-ae-mi-a (ple'mea), n. 

a diseased condition characterized by 
the growth of abscesses in various 
organs owing to the presence in the 
blood of bacteria which cause forma¬ 
tion of pus. 

pyk-nic (pik'nik), adj. relating to or 
denoting a physical type character¬ 
ized by a short, stocky build, bulky 
muscles, and often excessive fat. See 
also athletic, asthenic, leptosome. 

py-lo-rec-to-my (pllarek'tame), n. 

surgical removal of the pylorus, 
py-lo-rus (pllor'as), «., pi. py-lo-ri 

(pTlor'T). the small opening leading 
from the stomach into the duodenum, 

py-o-der-ma (pl'odur'ma), n. any 
skin disease marked by the formation 
of pus. 

py-o-gen-e-sis (plajen'isis), n. the for¬ 
mation of pus; the process by which 
pus is formed. —py-o-gen'ic, adj. 

py-oid (pl'oid), adj. relating to or like 
pus. 

py-o-ne-phri-tis (pl'bnafri'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of the kidney associated 
with discharge of pus. 

py-o-per-i-car-di-um (pl'oper'akar'- 
deam), n. the presence of pus in the 
pericardium. 

py-oph-thal-mi-a (pl'oft/jal'mea), n. 

inflammation of the eye with associ- 
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ated discharge of pus. Also pyoph- 
thal-mfftis. 

pyo pneu mo-tho-rax pl'onoo'- 
mothor'aks), n. the presence of pus 
and gas in the cavity between the 
pleura. 

py-or-rhe-a (pTare'a), n. infection of 
the gums around the teeth, and in its 
more severe form the formation of 
pus between the roots of the teeth and 
the tissue surrounding the roots lead¬ 
ing to loosening and loss of teeth. 
Also pyorrhea al-ve-o-lar'is. 

py-o-sis (plo'sis), n. the formation of 
pus. 

py-o-tho-rax (pl'of^or'aks), n. an ab¬ 
scess in the cavity between the pleura; 
empyema. 

pyre-thrum (plre't/zram), n. the 
dried flower heads of certain chrysan¬ 
themums, used as an insecticide and 
sometimes to treat certain skin dis¬ 

eases. 
py-ret-ic (plret'ik), adj. relating to, 

affected by, or causing fever. 
pyr-e-tol-o-gy (pir'itol'aje), n. the 

study and treatment of fevers. 
pyr-e-to-ther-a-py (pir'itot/jer'ape), 

n. treatment of a disease or disorder 
by raising the body temperature, as 
by inducing fever or by electric cur¬ 

rents, etc. 
py-rex-i-a (plrek'sea), n. fever; raised 

body temperature. 
pyr-he-liometer (plr'heleom'itar), 

n. an instrument for measuring the 
rate at which heat energy is received 
from the sun by means of the rate of 
rise in temperature of a black surface 

exposed to the sun. 
pyr-i-form (pir'aform), adj. pear- 

shaped. 
pyro con duc tivi ty (pT'rakon 

duktiv'ite), n. electrical conductivity 
created by applying heat, esp. in sol¬ 
ids that are not conductors at lower 

temperatures. 
pyro-e-lec-tric-i-ty (pl'roilektris'- 

ite), n. an electromagnetic force de¬ 
veloped between the opposite faces 
of certain crystals, as tourmaline, 
when the crystal is heated. — py-ro e- 

lee'trie, adj. 

py-ro-gen (pT'rajen), n. any substance 
which causes a raised body tempera¬ 
ture when it enters the bloodstream 
of man or an animal. Also pyrotoxin. 
—py-ro-gen'ic, adj. 

py-rog-e-nous (plroj'anas), adj. pro¬ 
duced by the action of heat, as certain 
rocks, chemical substances, etc. 

py-rog-nos-tics (plragnos'tiks), n. pi. 

those properties that a mineral ex¬ 
hibits when heated by blowpipe, as 
fusibility, coloration of the flame, etc. 

py-rog-ra-phy (plrog'rafe), n. the 
process of making designs with a 
heated tool, as on wood, leather, etc. 
Also py-ro-gra-vure'. 

py-ro-lig-ne-ous (plralig'neas), adj. 

distilled from wood as, formerly, ace¬ 
tone. Also py-ro-lig'nic. 

pyrolysis (plrol'isis), n. the decom¬ 
position of an organic compound by 
exposure to extremely high tempera¬ 

ture. 
pyro-man-cy (pl'ramanse), n. divi¬ 

nation by fire. 
pyro-ma-ni-a (plrama'nea), n. a form 

of madness characterized by the com¬ 
pulsion to set fire to things. —pyro- 

ma'ni-ac, n. 

py-ro-met-al-lur-gy (plramet'alur- 
je), n. the process or technique of re¬ 
fining ores by applying heat, 

py-ro-met-ric bead (plramet'nk), a 

ball of material set in a kiln to show 
when a certain temperature has been 
reached by changing color, 

pyrometric cone, a triangular piece 
of material set in a kiln to show when 
a certain temperature has been 
reached by melting or changing 

shape. 
py-ro-pho-bi-a (plrafo'bea), n. an ab¬ 

normally excessive dread of fire, 
py-ro-phor-ic (plrafoffik), adj. cap¬ 

able of igniting on exposure to air. 
py-ro-pho-tom-e-ter (pl'rSfotom'- 

itar), n. an instrument for measuring 
high temperatures by optical or pho¬ 

tometric means. 
py-ro-sis (plro'sis), n. heartburn, 
pyro-stat (pl'rastat), n. a device that 

triggers off an alarm if fire breaks out 

near it. 



pyrotechnics 

py to • tech -nics (plratek1 n iks), n. sing. 

the art of making fireworks. —pyro- 
tech'nic, adj. —py-ro-tech'nist, n. 

py-ro-tox-in (plratok'sin), n. See py¬ 
rogen. 

Pyr-rhic (pir'ik), adj. relating to or 
denoting a costly victory, [after Pyr¬ 
rhus, the king of Epirus, who in the 
3rd century B.C. defeated the Rom¬ 
ans but lost most of his army] 

Pyr-rho-nism (pir'anizm), n. extreme 
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skepticism, [after Pyrrho, c360—270 
B.C., Greek philosopher] 

pythro-gen-ic (pltAajen'ik), adj. ori¬ 
ginating in decomposing matter or 
filth. Also py-thog'e-nous. 

python-ic (plf/zon'ik), adj. oracular; 
prophetic, [after Pythia, priestess of 
the Delphic oracle in classical my¬ 
thology] 

py-u-ri-a (piyoor'ea), n. the presence 
of pus in the urine. 



Q clearance, (in the Atomic Energy 
Commission) the highest level of se¬ 
curity clearance, which gives a person 
access to all secret information. 

Q.E.D. See quod erat demonstran¬ 

dum. 
Q-fever (kyoo'fevor), n. a fever char¬ 
acterized by symptoms like those of 
pneumonia, caused by Rickettsiae 
transmitted to man by insects, 

qua (kwa, kwa), adv. as; considered 
as; as being; the role of parent qua 
moral teacher is much diminished. 

quack-sal-ver (kwak'salvar), n. an 

unqualified person practicing medi¬ 
cine; a quack doctor, 

quad-ra-ge-nar-i-an (kwod 'rajaner'- 

ean), adj. 1. between 40 and 50 years 
old. —n. 2. a person aged 40 or be¬ 

tween 40 and 50. 
quad-rant (kwod'rant), n. a quarter of 

a circle. 
quad-rate (kwod'rit), adj. rectangu¬ 

lar; square. 
quad-ra-ture (kwod'raCHar), n. the 

process or act of squaring, 
quad-rel (kwod'ral), n. a stone or 

brick that is square, 
quad-ren-ni-um (kwodren'eam), «., 
pi. quad-ren-ni-ums, quad-ren-ni-a 

(kwodren'ea). a period of four years. 

—quad-ren'ni-al, adj. 
quad-ri-cen-ten-ni-al (kwod 'risen- 

ten'eal), adj. 1. of or relating to a 
period of 400 years. —n. 2. a period 

of 400 years; the celebration or anni¬ 
versary marking such a period, 

quad-ril-lion (kwodril'yan), n. a 
number represented by the figure one 
followed by 15 zeros (but in the 
United Kingdom and Germany by 
the figure one followed by 24 zeros), 

qua-drille (kwadriE), n. a game of 
cards for four persons, 

quad-ri-ple-gi-a (kwodraple'jea), n. 
paralysis affecting all four limbs. Also 
tetraplegia. —quad'ri-pleg'ic, n. 

quad-ri-sect (kwod'risekt), v. to cut 
or divide into four, usually equal 

parts. 
quad-riv-i-al (kwodriv'eal), adj. hav¬ 

ing four roads which meet in a point, 
quad-riv-i-um (kwodriv'eam), n., pi. 
quad-riv-i-a (kwodriv'ea). the higher 
division of the seven liberal arts stud¬ 
ied in medieval schools, consisting of 
arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, 
and music. See also trivium. 

quad-ru-mane (kwod'robman), n. an 
animal which can use all four feet as 
hands, as the monkey. —quad-ru' 

ma-nous, adj. 
quad-rum-vi-rate (kwodrum'varit), 

n. joint rule by four men. See also 
triumvirate. 

quad-ru-plex (kwod’roopleks), adj. 
fourfold; in four parts; four times as 

large. 
quag-gy (kwag'e), adj. like a marsh or 

quagmire; boggy. 
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quag-mire (kwag'mlr), n. a bog, esp. 
one which quakes under the tread, 

qua-lim-e-ter (kwalim'itar), n. See 
penetrometer. 

qualm (kwam), n. a momentary feel¬ 
ing of apprehension or unease; a pang 
of conscience. —qualm'ish, adj. 

quan-da-ry (k won'dare), n. a state of 
uncertainty as to what action to take; 
a practical dilemma, 

quand meme (kaN mem'), French. 

even so; nevertheless; all the same, 
quan-ti-fy (kwon'tafi), v. to express 

as or determine a quantity, 
quan-tile (kwon'tTl), n. (in statistics) 

any value of a variate that divides the 
total frequency of a sample into equal 
quantities. See also percentile, quar- 
tile. 

quan-ti-ta-tive (kwon'tita'tiv), adj. 

relating to, measured by, or based on 
quantity. 

quan-tum (kwon'tam), n.,pl. quan-ta 
(kwon'ta). 1. a quantity; amount. 2. 
the smallest quantity of radiant en¬ 
ergy. 

quantum mechanics, the branch of 
mechanics dealing with systems at 
the atomic and nuclear levels, 

qua-qua-ver-sal (kwakwavur'sal), 
adj. (relating to a rock formation) 
sloping down in every direction from 
a tip. 

quark (kwork), n. any of the three 
types of particle which some physi¬ 
cists believe are the basis of all matter, 

quar-rel (kworGl), n. a square or 
rhomboidal pane of glass, 

quar-tan (kwor'tn), adj. of a fever 
marked by paroxysms recurring ev¬ 
ery third (or by inclusive reckoning 
every fourth) day, as in some kinds of 
malaria. See also tertian, quintan, 
sextan. 

quar-ter-age (kwor'tarij), n. the pro¬ 
vision or cost of accommodation for 
troops. 

quar-ter-fi-nal (kwortarfi'nl), adj. re¬ 
lating to that round of a sports tourna¬ 
ment which precedes the semifinal. 
—quar-ter-fi'nal-ist, «. 

quarter horse, one of a breed of 
horses bred to run quarter-mile races. 

quar-tic (kwor'tik), adj. of or relating 
to the fourth algebraic degree, 

quar-tile (kwor'tll), adj. (in statistics) 
the value of a variable that divides the 
distribution of the variable into four 
groups with equal frequencies. See 
also quantile, percentile, 

quar-to (kwor'to), «., pi. quar-tos. a 
book size of approximately 9ixl2 
inches; a size of paper obtained by 
folding a sheet in half twice, 

qua-sar (kwa'sar), n. a celestial object 
emitting powerful radio energy from 
a distance of four to ten billion light- 
years; quasi-stellar radio source. 

quash1 (kwoSH), v. to suppress; to put 
an end to. 

quash2 (kwoSH), v. to annul or set 
aside as not valid, esp. a legal decision, 

qua-si (kwa'zT, kwa'se), adj. seeming; 
as if; having the semblance of, as a 

quasi judicial role. 

qua-ter-nar-y (kwa'tornere), adj. 1. 
having or consisting of four parts. 2. 
relating or belonging to the present 
geological period, which began ap¬ 

proximately one million years ago. 
See also Neocene. 

qua-ter-nate (kwa'tarnat), adj. con¬ 
sisting of or in groups of four, as some 
leaves. 

qua-ter-ni-on (kwatur'neon), n. a 
group or set of four, 

quat-re-foil (kat'arfoil), n. a four- 
lobed leaf. 

quat-tro-cen-to (kwo'trbCHen'to), n. 

the 15th century, with reference to 
the Italian art of that period, 

quat-tu-or-de-cil-lion (kwot'ooor'- 
disil'yan), n. a number represented 
by the figure one followed by 45 zeros 
(but in the United Kingdom and 
Germany by the figure one followed 
by 84 zeros). 

qua-ver (kwa'var), v. to shake; to 
tremble, esp. a voice or musical note, 

quean (kwen), n. an ill-behaved wom¬ 
an; a hussy; a prostitute, 

que-nelle (kanel'), n. a dish consist¬ 
ing of pounded meat or fish bound 
with eggs or breadcrumbs, shaped 
into a ball, boiled, and served with a 
sauce. 
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quer-cine (kwur'sin), adj. relating to 
the oak tree. 

quer-u-lous (kwerGlas), adj. of a 
complaining tone or nature, 

quiche (keSH), n. a dish consisting of 
an open tart of unsweetened pastry 
filled with beaten eggs and cream of 
milk mixed with cheese, bacon, or the 
like, and baked in the oven, 

quid-di-ty (kwid'ite), n. 1. the essence 
of a thing which makes it unique. See 
also haecceity. 2. a trivial distinc¬ 
tion in argument; a quibble, 

quid-nunc (kwid'nuNGk), n. a news¬ 
monger; a gossip. 

quid pro quo (kwid' pro kwo'), pi. 

quid pro quos, quids pro quo. some¬ 
thing given in return, as for a favor; 
tit for tat. 

qui-es-cent (kwees'ant), adj. being at 
rest; silent; motionless, 

qui-e-tus (kwle'tas), n., pi. qui-e-tus- 
es. anything that settles or ends some¬ 
thing, as an argument, 

quill (kwil), n. a hollow stem used as a 
bobbin on which to wind yarn; any 

bobbin so used. 
qui-na-ry (kwl'nare), adj. relating to 

the number five; consisting of five, 
qui-nate (kwl'nat), adj. in groups of 

five. 
quin-cunx (kwiNG'kuNGks), n. an 
arrangement of five objects with one 
at each corner of a square and the 
other at its center. —quin-cun'cial, 

adj. 

quin-dec-a-gon (kwindekGgon), n. a 
polygon with 15 angles and 15 sides, 

quin-de-cen-ni-al (kwin'dicen'eal), 

adj.' 1. relating to a period of 15 years 
or to a 15 th anniversary. —n. 2. a 15 th 

anniversary. 
quin-de-cil-lion (kwin'disil'yan), n. 

a number represented by the figure 
one followed by 48 zeros (but in the 
United Kingdom and Germany by 
the figure one followed by 90 zeros), 

quinquagenarian (kwiNG'kwsjo- 

ner^eon), adj. 1. between 50 and 60 
years old. —n. 2. a person aged 50 or 

between 50 and 60. 
quin-quag-e-nar-y (kwinkwa'ja- 

nere), n. a 50th anniversary. 

quittance 

quin-que-fid (kwin'kwafid), adj. split 
into five parts or lobes, 

quin-que-foil (kwin'kwafoil), n. See 
cinquefoil. 

quin-quen-ni-al (kwinkwen'eal), adj. 

1. relating to or lasting for five years. 
—n. 2. a five-year period, 

quin-queri-ni-urn (kwinkwen'eam), 
n.,pl. quin-quen-ni-urns, quin-quen- 
ni*a (kwinkwen'ea). a five-year peri¬ 
od. Also quin-quen'ni-ad. 

quin-sy (kwin'ze), n; an abscess on a 
tonsil, usually occurring as a compli¬ 
cation of tonsillitis. 

quin*tal (kwin'tl), n. 1. a unit of weight 
in the metric system, equal to 100 
kilograms. 2. a hundredweight equal 
to 100 lb. (but 112 lb. in the United 
Kingdom). 

quin-tan (kwin'tn), adj. of a fever 
marked by paroxysms occurring 
every fourth (or by inclusive reckon¬ 
ing every fifth) day. See also tertian, 
quartan, sextan. 

quinte-foil (kwint'foil), n. See 
cinquefoil. 

quin-tes-sence (kwintesGns), n. the 
purest essence of anything; the most 
perfect embodiment of something, 

quin-tic (kwin'tik), adj. (in mathe¬ 

matics) of the fifth degree, 
quin-til-lion (kwintil'yan), n. a num¬ 

ber represented by the figure one 
followed by 18 zeros (but in the 
United Kingdom and Germany by 
the figure one followed by 30 zeros), 

quire (kwir), n. a set of 24 equal-sized 

sheets of paper. 
quirk (kwurk), n. a mannerism; a 

peculiarity of behavior. —quirk'y> 
adj. 

quirt (kwurt), n. a riding whip with a 
short handle and braided leather 

lash. 
quis-ling (kwiz'liNG), n. one who col¬ 

laborates with an invading enemy; a 
fifth columnist, [after Major Vidkun 
Quisling (1887-1945) who in 1940 
aided the German invaders of his 

native Norway] 
quit-tance (kwit'ns), n. 1. recom¬ 

pense. 2. release from a debt or 

obligation. 



qui vive 

qui vive (ke viv'), French. 1. who goes 
there ? 2. on the qui vive, on the alert, 

quix-ot-ic (kwiksot'ik), adj. extremely 
romantic or chivalrous; pursuing 
lofty but impractical ideals. Also 
quix-ot'i-cal. —quix'ot-ism, n. 

quiz-zi-cal (kwiz'ikal), adj. 1. odd; 
amusing. 2. puzzled; questioning. 
3. mockingly questioning; making 
fun of. 

quod e-rat de mon-stran-dum 
(kwod er'at demanstranMam), Latin. 

which was to be demonstrated or 
proved. Abbrev. : Q.E.D. 

quod-li-bet (kwodMabet), n. a subtle 
argument, esp. on a theological or 
scholastic topic. 

quod-li-betz (kwodMabets), n. a 
painted decorative motif, as a playing 
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card, letter of the alphabet, or similar 
small object, used on ceramics and 
the like. 

quoin (koin, kwoin), n. the external 
angle of a building; the stone or brick 
forming it; a cornerstone, 

quon-dam (kwon'dam), adj. former; 
previous; of earlier times, 

quo-rum (kwor'am), n. the number 
or percentage of members of any 
board, society, or the like needed to 
constitute a valid assembly for trans¬ 
acting business. 

quo-tid-i-an (kwStid'ean), adj. 1. 
everyday; ordinary. 2. occurring 
daily, as paroxysms of some fevers, 

quo-tient (kwo'sHant), n. the result 
of a division. See also dividend, 
divisor. 



Rab'e-lai’si’an (rabala'zean), adj. 

broadly or coarsely humorous, satiri¬ 
cal, etc. 

ra-bies (ra'bez), n. a contagious infec¬ 
tion causing madness in dogs, cats, 
and other animals and usually fatal 
to man if transmitted by the bite of an 
infected animal. 

ra-chrtis (rakl'tis), n. rickets. 

ra-ci-nage (ras3naZH,)> n. the tech¬ 
nique of treating leather with acid to 
produce a decorative effect. 

rack-rent, rack rent (rak'rent'), n. 

exorbitant rent whose annual amount 
is equal, or almost equal, to the value 

of the property. 
ra'dar (ra'dar), n. a device for detect¬ 

ing the location and direction of an 
object, as an aircraft, by reflecting 

radio waves off it. 
rad-i-cel (rad'isol), n. a tiny root; a 

rootlet. 
rad’i'de (rad'ikal), n. a small root¬ 

like structure. —ra-dic'u-lar, adj. 

ra-dic-u-li-tis (radik 'yall'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of the root of a spinal 

nerve. 
ra-dic-u-lose (radik'yalos), adj. hav¬ 

ing many radicels. 
ra-di-o-ac-tivefra'deoak'tiv), adj. re¬ 

lating to, connected with, stemming 
from, or exhibiting radioactivity. 

radioactive decay. See decay. 
ra-di-o-ac-tiv-i-ty(ra'deoaktiv'ite),«. 

the spontaneous emission of radiation 

resulting from the disintegration of 
atomic nuclei. 

ra-di-o’bi-ol-o-gy (ra'deoblol'aje), n. 

the branch of biology dealing with the 
effects of radiation on living orga¬ 
nisms. 

ra-di-o-car-bon (ra'deokar'ban), n. a 
radioactive isotope of carbon, esp. 
carbon 14. 

radiocarbon dating, the process and 
technique by which the age of ancient 
organic matter is estimated from the 
radioactivity of its carbon content, 

ra-di-o-chem-is-try (ra'deokem'is- 
tre), n. the branch of chemistry deal¬ 
ing with radioactive phenomena, 

radio compass, a direction-finding 
radio receiver used in determining 
the bearing of a radio transmitter. 

ra-di-o*diag -no-sis (ra'deodT'agno'- 
sis), n. diagnosis by means of x-rays, 

ra'di-o-el-e-ment (ra'deoel'amant), 
n. a radioactive chemical element, 

ra-di-o-gen-ic (ra'deojen'ik), adj. 

produced by decay of radioactivity, 

as certain isotopes. 
ra*di-0'gram (ra'deogramO, «■ a tele¬ 

gram sent by radio, 
ra-di-o-graph (raMeograf'), n. an 

image produced on a photographic 
plate by x-rays. —ra-di-og'ra^hy, n. 

ra-di’o-i'so-tope (ra'deol'satop), n. 

an artificially produced, radioactive 

isotope. 
ra-di-o-lo-ca-tion (ra'debloka'sHon), 
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n. the determination of the location 
and speed of objects by use of radar, 

ra-di-ol-o-gy (ra'deol'aje), n. the 
study of the application of x-rays and 
other forms of radiant energy to med¬ 
ical diagnosis, therapy, etc. — ra-di- 

o*log'i'cal, adj. 

ra-di-o-Iu-cent (ra 'dedloo'sant), adj. 

offering little or no resistance to the 
passage of x-rays or other forms of 
radiant energy. See also radiopaque, 
radiotransparent. 

ra-di-o-lu-mi-nes-cence (ra'deo- 
loo'manes'ans), n. luminescence in¬ 
duced by radioactivity, 

ra-di-o-me-te-or-o graph (ra'ded- 
me'tearagraf), n. radiosonde, 

ra-di-om-e-ter (ra'deom'itar), n. a 
device consisting of a four-bladed fan 
mounted on a vertical axis in an evac¬ 
uated glass bulb, with successively 
alternate sides of the blades black¬ 
ened and mirror-like, used for dem¬ 
onstrating and detecting the presence 
of radiant energy and of its conver¬ 
sion to mechanical energy, 

ra-di-o-mi-crom-e-ter (ra'deoml- 
krom'itar), n. a device for measuring 
minute emissions of radiant energy, 

ra-di-o-paque (ra'deopak'), adj. not 
allowing the passage of x-rays; visible 
in x-ray photographs. See also radio- 
lucent, radiotransparent, 

ra-di-o-phare (ra'deofer'), n. a navi¬ 
gational beacon that broadcasts a 
radio signal for use by ships to deter¬ 
mine their positions, 

ra-di-o-phone (ra'dedfon'), n. a ra¬ 
diotelephone. 

ra-di-o-pho-to-graph (ra 'deofd'ta- 
graf), n. a photographic image trans¬ 
mitted by radio. Also raMi-o-pho-to, 
ra -d i -o -pho' to -g r am. 

radio range beacon, a radio trans¬ 
mitter designed to transmit signals 
enabling an aviator to determine his 
approximate position without a radio 
compass. 

ra-di-os-co-py (ra'deos'kape), n. the 
direct internal examination of opaque 
objects by the use of x-rays or other 
forms of radiant energy, 

ra -di -o-sen•si*five (ra>dedsen' sitiv), 

adj. of or pertaining to organisms or 
tissue sensitive or susceptible to de¬ 
struction by x-rays or other forms of 
radiant energy. 

ra-di-o-sonde (ra'deosond'), «• a ra¬ 
dio transmitter and meteorological 
instruments carried to great heights 
by balloon. Also radiometeoro¬ 
graph. 

ra-di'O-sur-ger-y (ra'deosur'jare), n. 

the surgical insertion of radioactive 
substances for therapeutic purposes, 

ra-di-o-tech-nol-o-gy (ra'deotek- 
nobaje), n. the application of radia¬ 
tion to industry. 

ra-di-o-tel-e-gram (ra'deotel'a- 
gram), n. a radiogram, 

ra-di-o-tel-e-graph (ra 'deotebagraf), 

n. a telegraph using radio waves ra¬ 
ther than wires or cables. —ra-di-o- 
te-leg'ra-phy, n. 

ra-di-o-tel-e-phone (ra 'dedtel'afon), 
n. a telephone transmitting speech by 
radio waves. —ra-dbo-te-leph^- 
o-ny, n. 

radio telescope, a radio antenna or 
an array of antennae designed to 
intercept radio waves from celestial 
sources. 

ra-di-o-ther-a-py (ra'deot&er'ape), n. 

the treatment of disease by the use of 
x-rays or other radiant energy, 

ra-di-o-trac-er (ra'deotra'sar), n. a 
tracer making use of isotope, 

ra-di-o-trans-par-ent (ra 'deotrans- 
per'ant), n. not opaque to radiation; 
not seen in x-ray photographs. See 
also radiolucent, radiopaque, 

ra-dix (ra'diks), n.,pl. rad-i-ces(rad'- 
isez). a root. 

ra-dome (random), n. a dome-shaped 
housing for a radar antenna, 

raff-ish (raf'isH), adj. cheap; tawdry; 
in bad taste; discreditable, 

ra-ga (ra'ga), n. any of the traditional 
melody patterns of Hindu music, 
with characteristic intervals, 
rhythms, and embellishments, 

ra-gout (ragoo,)> n. a spicy stew of 
meat or fish and vegetables. 

rail-ler*y (raHare), n. banter; good- 
natured pleasantry, 

rai-son d’etre (ra'zon de'tr3), pi. rai- 
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sons d’etre (ra'zonz de'tra). French. 

a reason for existence. 

raisonne (rezona'), adj. French. 

ordered; organized, as a catalogue 

raisonne 

rale (ral), n. an abnormal rattling or 
bubbling sound accompanying 
breathing, usually indicating a dis¬ 
eased condition of the lungs. 

ramekin (ram'akin), n. 1. a lidless 
ceramic baking dish for individual 
service. 2. any preparation baked and 
served in a ramekin. 

ra-men-tum (rsmen'tam), n., pi. ra- 
men-ta (ramen'ta). a thin shaving or 
scraping. 

ram i-form (ram'aform), adj. 

branched or branch-like. 
ram-i-fy (ram'afi), it. to separate into 
branches or branch-like divisions. 
— ram-i-fi-ca'tion, n. 

ra-mose (ra'mos), adj. bearing many 

branches. 
ra'tnous (ra'mas), adj. 1. ramose. 2. 
branch-like. 

ram-pa-geous (rampa'jas), adj. with 
uncontrolled vigor and energy; rag¬ 

ing; unruly. 
ram-u-lose (ram'yalos), adj. with 
many small branches. Also ramu- 
lous (ram'yolas). 

ra-mus (ra'mas), n.,pi. ra-mi (ra'ml). 
a branch or branch-like part, as of a 

capillary, etc. 
ran-cid (ran'sid), adj. having a bad 

smell or taste; spoiled. —ran-cid,i* 

ty, n. 

ran-cor (raNG'kar), n. bitter hatred or 
resentment; deep spite; malice. 

— ran'cor-ous, adj. 

rand-y, ran die (ran'de), adj. lasci¬ 

vious; lustful; lecherous. 
range-find-er (ranj'findar), n. an 
instrument for determining the dis¬ 

tance of a target or object from the 
observer, or from a gun, camera, etc. 

ran-kle (raNG'kal), v. to continue to 
cause long-lasting anger, resent¬ 
ment, irritation, etc., within the 

mind. 
rap (rap), v. (slang) to discuss; have a 

bull session. 
ra-pa-cious (rapa'SHas), adj. disposed 

to taking by force; plundering; pre¬ 
dacious. 

ra-phe (ra'fe), n., pi. ra-phae (ra'fe). 
a seam-like joining between two 
halves of an organ, as of the tongue, 

rap’port (rapor'), n. sympathetic re¬ 
lationship; harmony. See also en 
rapport. 

rap-proche-ment (raproSHmaN'), n. 

a reconciliation; restoration of good 
relations. 

rap-to-rral (raptor'eal), adj. 1. of or 
like a bird of prey; predacious. 2. 
equipped for seizing prey, 

ra-ra a-vis (rer'a a'vis), n., pi. ra-rae 
a-ves (rer'e a'vez). an unusual or rare 
person or thing. 

rafe-fy (rer 'aft), v. to thin out or make 
less dense; to refine. —rar-e^fac' 
tion, «. 

ra-soTbal (rasor'eal), adj. charac¬ 
teristically scratching the ground for 
food, as a chicken. 

ras-ter (ras'tar), n. the device in a 
cathode-ray tube that creates a pat¬ 
tern of scanning lines over the area 
onto which the image is projected, 

ra-ti-oc-i-nate (raSH'eos'anat), v. to 
reason, esp. by using formal logic. 
— ra• ti-oc• i-na'tion, n. 

ra-tiorrale (raSHanal'), n. 1. reasons 
or principles; the fundamental rea¬ 
sons for something. 2. the ultimate 
excuse for a certain action, 

rau-cous (ro'kas), adj. (of a sound) 
harsh; grating; hoarse, 

raun-chy (ron^CHe), adj. (slang) slov¬ 
enly; of poor appearance; sloppy, 

rau-wol-fi-a (rowool'fea), n. a medi¬ 
cinal extract from the roots of the 
rauwolfia tree yielding various alka¬ 

loids, esp. reserpine. 
ra-vi-gote (ravegot'), n. a spicy sauce 

of white wine, vinegar, butter, cream, 
and mushrooms, usually served hot 

with meats and poultry, 
ra-win-sonde (ra'winsond), n. mete¬ 

orological observations conducted by 
means of a radar-tracked radiosonde, 

re^al-ism (re'alizm), n. 1. a style in 
art that attempts to recreate reality. 
2. (in literature) the representation 
of the ordinary or mundane aspects 
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of life matter-of-factly, in an attempt 
to reflect life as it actually is. See also 
naturalism. 

real time, the actual time used by a 
computer in solving a problem, the 
result being required to control a pro¬ 
cess going on at the same time, 

re-ap-por-tion-ment (reapor'sHan- 
mant), n. a redistribution or change 
in the proportions, esp. of the pro¬ 
portional representation in a con¬ 

gressional body, 
re-a-ta (rea'ta), n. See riata. 
Re au mur (ra'amydor), adj. of or 

pertaining to a temperature scale in 
which 0° represents the freezing point 
and 80° the boiling point of water at 
sea level. 

re-bar-ba-tive (rebar'bativ), adj. re¬ 

pellent; unattractive; forbidding, 
reb-o-ant (reb'oant), adj. loudly echo¬ 

ing or reverberating, 
re-bo-zo, re-bo-so (ribo'zo), n. (in 

Spain and Latin America) a long 
scarf worn by women over the head 
and shoulders. Also rebosa, riboza. 

re-bus (re'bas), n., pi. re-bus-es. the 
representation of a word or phrase by 
pictures, letters, symbols, etc., some¬ 
times used in heraldry to represent a 
surname. See also canting arms, 

re-ca-lesce (rekales'), v. to appear to 
increase temporarily in temperature, 

re-cant (rikant'), v. to withdraw a 
statement formally; retract, 

re-cen-sion (risen^SHan), n. a revision 
of a text on the basis of detailed study 
of the sources used, 

re-cep-ti-ble (risep'tabal), adj. ap¬ 
propriate for reception, 

re-cep-tor (risep'tar), n. a nerve end¬ 
ing or group of nerve endings, spe¬ 
cialized for the reception of stimuli, 

re-ces-sion (riseSH'an), n. a tempo¬ 
rary decrease in business activity 
during a period of general increase, 

re-ces-sive (rises'iv), adj. tending to 
recede or move back, 

re-chauf-fe (rasHofa'), n., pi. re- 

chauf-fes (rasHofa')- a reheated dish 
of food. 

re-cher-che (rasner'sna), adj. un¬ 
common; choice; rare. 

re-cid-i-vate (risid'avat), v. to re¬ 
lapse, esp. into crime, 

re-cid-i-vism (risid'avizm), n. habi¬ 
tual relapse, as into crime or antisocial 
behavior. 

re-cip-i-ence (risip'eans), n. the act 
of receiving. —re-cip'i-ent, n. 

re-ci-sion (risizH'an), n. a rescinding 
or voiding; cancellation, 

reck (rek), v. to have care or concern 
for. 

re-clame (raklam'), n. publicity; no¬ 
toriety; talent for getting publicity, 

rec-li-nate (rek'lanat), adj. bending 
downward, as a leaf or beak, 

rec-li-vate (rekMavat), adj. shaped 
like the letter ‘S’ or ‘C’; sigmoid, 

rec-luse (rek'loos), n. a hermit; one 
who sequesters himself from the so¬ 
ciety of others. 

re-clu-sion (rikloo'zHan), n. the state 
of being a recluse. 

re-cog-ni-zance (rikog'nizans), n. 

responsibility for behavior, esp. un¬ 
der guarantee or obligation of a bond, 

rec-on-dite (rek'andlt), adj. concern¬ 
ing or involved with abstruse or diffi¬ 
cult subjects; esoteric; little known, 
obscure. 

rec-re-ant (rek'reant), adj. 1. cow¬ 
ardly. 2. traitorous. —n. 3. a coward. 
4. an apostate or traitor, 

rec-re-ment (rek'ramant), n. a bodily 
secretion that is reabsorbed, as saliva, 

re-crim-i-nate (rikrim'anat), v. to 
accuse in turn; revile, 

re-crim-i-na-tion (rikrim 'ana'sHan), 
n. mutual accusation or reproach; 
countercharge. 

re-cru-desce (re'kroodes,)> v. to 
break out anew after lying inactive, 
as a sore. —re-cru-des'cence, n. 

— re-cru-des'cent, adj. 

rec-ti-tude (rek'titood), n. moral or 
religious uprightness; integrity, 

rec-trix (rek'triks), n., pi. rec-tri-ces 
(rektrl'sez). any of the large tail feath¬ 
ers of a bird. 

rec-tus (rek'tas), n., pi. rec-ti (rek'tl). 

any of various straight muscles, as of 
the eye, neck, or thigh, 

re-cum-bent (rikurrdbant), adj. re¬ 
clining; lying down. 
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re-cur-vate (rikur' vat), adj. recurved; 
bent back. 

re-curve (rikurv'), v. to curve or bend 
backward. 

rec-u-sant (rek'yazant), adj. refusing 
to obey, comply, etc.; obstinate in 
opposition. —rec'u-san-cy, n. 

re-demp-tion (ridemp'sHan), n. a re¬ 
deeming or being redeemed; deliver¬ 
ance. — re-demp'tive, adj. —re' 
demp'to-ry, adj. 

red-hi-bi-tion (red'ibisH'an), n. the 
nullification of a sale because of a 
defect in the article sold, 

red-in-te-grate (redin'tagrat), v. to 
make whole or perfect again; restore; 
renew. —red-in-te-gra'tion, n. 

red-i-vi-vus (redavl'vas), adj. re¬ 
vived; living again; reborn, 

red-o-lent (red'alant), adj. giving out 
a pleasing odor; fragrant, 

re-doubt (ridout'), n. a breastwork 
built for defense around a prominent 
point. 

re-doubt-a-ble (ridou'tabal), adj. for¬ 
midable; commanding respect, 

re-dress (re'dres, ridres'), n- the rem¬ 
edying of a wrong; relief from or 
reparation for a wrong or injury done, 

red tide, a reddish discoloration of 
sea waters by large numbers of red 
protozoan flagellates, 

re-duct (ridukt'), n. a small area par¬ 

titioned off from a room for the sake 
of balance with a fireplace, etc. 

re-duc-ti-o ad ab-sur-dum (riduk'- 
SHeo ad absur'dam), Latin, a reduc¬ 
tion to an absurdity; the disproof of 
a proposition by showing its conse- 
quentes to be impossible or absurd 

when carried to a logical conclusion, 
reef-er (re'far), n. a cigarette contain¬ 

ing marijuana, usually hand-rolled, 
re-fec-to-ry (rifek'tare), n. a dining 

hall in a monastery, convent, college, 

etc. 
ref-er-en-dum (refaren'dam), «., pi. 

ref-er-en-dums, ref-er-en-da (refar- 

en'da). the referral to a public vote of 
a bill or issue before a legislative body, 

ref-er-ent (ref'arant), n. the object, 

concept, etc., referred to by a term or 
symbol. — ref-er-en'tial, adj. 

reify 

re-flate (riflat/), v. to restore a former 
price structure by increasing the 
amount of currency in circulation. 
—re-fla'tion, n. 

re-flet (rafla'), n. luster or iridescence, 
as on glazed pottery. 

ref-lu-ent (refMooant), adj. running 
out; ebbing, as the tide to the sea. 

re-flux (re'fluks), n. a flowing back; 
ebb. 

re-frac-tion (rifrak'sHan), n. the 
bending of rays of light, heat, sound, 
etc., when passing from one medium 
to another of different density. —re¬ 
fract', v. —re-frac'tive, adj. 

re-frac-to-ry (rifrak'tare), adj. 1. hard 
to manage; resisting conventional 
treatment. 2. hard to melt or work, as 
an ore or metal. —n. 3. a heat-resis¬ 
tant material. 

re-fran-gi-ble (rifran'jabal), adj. that 
can be refracted, as light rays. 

re-frin-gent (rifrin/jant), adj. refract¬ 
ing; refractive. 

re-ful-gent (riful'jant), adj. shining; 
resplendent. 

re-fute (rifyoot'), v. to prove a person, 
argument, opinion, etc., to be wrong; 
confute. —ref-u-ta'tion, n. —re-fut' 

a-tive, adj. 

re-ge-late (re'jolat), v. to cause to 
freeze by regelation. 

re-ge-la-tion (rejala'sHan), n. the 
melting of ice and freezing of water 
at the same temperature by changing 

the pressure. 
Re-gen-cy (re'janse), adj. 1. of or 

designating the style of architecture 
prevalent during the period 1811—20 
in Britain, characterized by simpli¬ 
city of appearance and often imitating 
ancient Greek forms. 2. of or desig¬ 
nating the style of furnishings or dec¬ 
oration of the British Regency, simi¬ 
lar to French Empire styles and often 
imitating ancient Greek and Egyptian 
forms, typically with columns and 
pilasters, ornamented with ormolu, 
decorating furniture, the use of mar¬ 
ble for flat horizontal surfaces, etc. 

reg-i-cide (rej'isld), n. the killing of 

a monarch. 
re-i-fy (re'off), v. to make concrete 
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something abstract; concretize. —re- 

i-fl-ca'tion, n. 

re-jec-ta-men-ta (rijek'tamen'ta), n. 

pi. things rejected as valueless, 
re-ju-ve-nate (rijoo'vanat), v. to make 
young or youthful once more. Also 
re-ju've-nize. 

re-ju-ve-nes-cent (rijoo 'vanes'ant), 
adj. making or becoming young 

again. 
re-late (rilat'), v. (usually followed by 

to) to establish a sympathetic rela¬ 
tionship with a person or thing, 

rel-a-tiv-i-ty (relativ'ite), n. the theory 
of the relative, rather than absolute, 
character of motion, velocity, mass, 
etc., and the interdependence of mat¬ 
ter, time, and space, as formulated 
by Albert Einstein, 

rel-ic (rel'ik), n. an object that has 
survived or been kept because it 
represents the past, esp. a fragment 
of something associated with a person 
much venerated in the history of cer¬ 
tain religions. 

re-lict (rel'ikt), n. someone or some¬ 
thing extant or surviving, 

re-li-gi-ose (rilij'eos), adj. being re¬ 
ligious; pious; excessively religious. 
—re-lig-i-os'i-ty, n. 

rel-i-quar-y (rel'akwere), n. a small 
box or receptacle for relics, 

re-luc-tance (riluk'tans), n. the resis¬ 
tance offered to magnetic flux by a 
magnetic circuit. 

rem (rem), n. a unit dose of ionizing 
radiation whose biological effect is 
equal to that produced by one roent¬ 
gen of x-rays, [r(oentgen) equivalent 

in) m(an)] 
rem-a-nent(rem'anant), adj. remain¬ 

ing; leftover. 
re-mex (re'meks), n.t pi. rem-i-ges 
(rem'ijez). one of the flight feathers 
of a bird’s wing. 

rem-i-form (rem'aform), adj. oar¬ 
shaped. 

rem-i-grant (rem'agrant), n. that 
which or one who returns, 

rem-i-ped (rem'aped), adj. having 
feet adapted for use as oars, 

re-miss (rimis'), adj. neglectful of an 
obligation. 
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re-mis-sion (rimisH'an), n. 1. pardon 
or absolution, as for sins. 2. decrease 
or reduction in power or vigor, as of 
a disease. 3. release from an obliga¬ 

tion. 
re-mis-sive (rimis'iv), adj. 1. decreas¬ 
ing; tending to abate. 2. pardoning, 

re-mon-strate (rimon'strat), v. to say 
or plead in protest, complaint, etc. 
—re-mon'strance, n. —re-mon' 

strant, adj. 

re-mou-lade (ramalad'), n. a cold 
sauce of spices, herbs, chopped 
pickle, etc., with a mayonnaise base. 

Also re-mo-lade'. 
Ren-ais-sance (ren'isans'), adj. of 

or designating the style of architec¬ 
ture, furnishing, and decoration de¬ 
veloped in Italy in the 15 th and 16th 
centuries, typified by an imitation of 
classical Roman motifs and an ad¬ 
herence to symmetry and mathemati¬ 

cal proportions. 
re-nas-cent (rinas'ant), adj. acquir¬ 

ing or showing new life or vigor; 
being reborn. —re-nas'cence, n. 

ren-coun-ter (renkoun'tar), n. a con¬ 
flict or contest of any kind. Also ren- 
con-tre (renkon'tar). 

ren-i-fleur (renaflur'), n. one who is 
sexually stimulated or gratified by 
odors. 

ren-i-form (ren'aform), adj. kidney¬ 
shaped. 

re-ni-tent (rinl'tnt), adj. resisting 
pressure; opposing stubbornly, 

ren-voi (renvoi'), n. 1. the expulsion 
of an alien, esp. a diplomat, from a 
country. 2. the referral of a jurisdic¬ 
tional dispute involving international 
law to a law other than the local one. 

rep-li-cate (rep'lakit), adj. folded 
back on itself. Also rep'li-cat-ed. 

rep-li-ca-tion (replaka'sHan), n. 1. a 
reply or answer. 2. a reply to an 
answer. 3. duplication, 

re-pos-it (ripoz'it), v. 1. to replace. 2. 
to deposit or store. 

rep-re-hend (rep'rihend'), v. to find 
fault with; reprimand; rebuke. 
— rep-re-hen'si-ble, adj. —rep-re¬ 
hen' sion, n. 

rep-ro-bate (rep'rabat), n. 1. a de- 
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praved or unprincipled person. 2. a 
person rejected by God and excluded 
from salvation. —rep-ro-ba'tion, n. 

— rep'ro-ba-tive, adj. 

re-pu-di-ate (ripyoo'deat), v. to deny 
the authority of; disown; reject with 
condemnation; reject with denial. 
— re-pu-di-a'tion, n. 

re-pugn (ripyoon'), v. to oppose or 
resist. —re -pug'nance, n. —re-pug' 
nant, adj. 

req-ui-es-cat (rek'wees'kat), n. a 
prayer for the repose of the dead, the 
beginning of Requiescat in pace . . . 

re-qui-es-cat in pa-ce (re'kwees'kat 
in pa'cHe), Latin, may he (or she) 
rest in peace. 

req-ui-site (rek'wizit), adj. required 
or necessary for some purpose, 

re-quit-al (rikwT'tl), n. a return, re¬ 
ward, repayment, etc., for a kindness 
or service; something as reward, 
punishment, etc., in return, 

rere-dos (rer'dos), n. 1. an ornamen¬ 
tal screen or partition wall behind an 
altar in a church. 2. the back of a fire¬ 

place. 
re-scind (risind'), v- to revoke, re¬ 
tract, or cancel; to invalidate, repeal, 

re-scis-si-ble (risis'abal), adj. re- 

scindable. 
re-scis-sion (risizH'an), n. the act of 

rescinding. 
re-scis-so-ry (risis'are), adj. acting or 

tending to rescind. 
re-script (re'skript), n. a written order 

or answer to a petition presented in 
writing; any official decree or edict, 

re-seau (razo'), n., pi. re-seaux (ra- 
zoi.', razo'), re-seaus. 1. a network; 
a netted or meshed foundation in 
lace. 2. a reticle on a glass plate, used 
in photographic telescopes to pro¬ 
duce a grid on photographs of stars, 
for purposes of location, 

res-er-pine (res'arpin), n. an alkaloid 
obtained from the root of the rau- 
wolfia tree, used in the treatment of 
hypertension and as a sedative, 

res ges-tae (rez jes'te), acts; deeds, 
re-sid-u-um (rizij'ooom), n., pi re- 
sid-u-a (rizij'ooo). the residue or 

remainder. 

re-sile (riziF), v. to spring back; re¬ 
coil. 

re-sil-ient (rizil'yant), adj. elastic; 
returning to the original shape after 
being bent, stretched, etc.; recover¬ 
ing readily from illness, adversity, 
etc. —re-sil'ience, n. 

res-in-ate (rezGnat), v. to impregnate 
or treat with resin. 

res-in-if-er-ous (rezanifGras), adj. 

yielding resin. 
res-in-oid (rezGnoid), adj. like resin, 
res-in-ous (rez'anas), adj. containing 
resin; resembling, pertaining to, or 
having the characteristics of resin, 

re-spect-er (rispek'tar), n. a person 
or thing influenced by social stand¬ 
ing, importance, power, etc. (usually 
in negative constructions) as, sickness 

is no respecter of rank or position. 

res-pi-rom-e-try (resparom'itre), n. 

the science of measurement of res¬ 
piration. 

re-su-pine (re'scopin'), adj. prone; 
prostrate; supine. 

re-sur-gence (risur'jans), n. the ris¬ 
ing again from virtual extinction; re¬ 
vival. — re-sur'gent, adj. 

re-tard-ate (ritar'dat), n. a mentally 
retarded person. 

re-te (re'te), n., pi. re-ti-a (re'sHea). a 
network, as of nerve fibers, 

re-ti-ar-y (re'sHeer'e), adj. 1. using a 
net. 2. net-like. 

ret-i-cle (ret'ikal), n. a network of fine 
lines, wires, etc., in the focus of the 
objective of a telescope. —re-tic'u- 
lar, adj. —re-tic'u-late, adj., v. —re- 
tic-u-la'tion, n. 

re-tic-u-lo-en-do-the-li-al (ritik 'yo- 
loen'dot&e'leal), adj. designating or 
of the system of macrophages found 
in certain tissues and organs that help 
maintain resistance and immunity to 

infection. 
re-tic-u-lum (ritik'yabm), «., pi. re- 
tic-u-la (ritik'yab). 1. any system or 
structure resembling a network. 2. 
the second of the four stomachs of a 
ruminant. See also rumen, omasum, 

abomasum. 
re-ti-form (re'taform), adj. net-like 

in form; reticulate. 
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ret-i-ni-tis (retanl'tis), n. inflamma¬ 

tion of the retina. 
ret-i-no-scope (retGnaskop), n. skia¬ 

scope; a device for determining the 
refractive power of the eye. 

ret-i-nos-co-py (retanos'kape), n. a 
method of measuring the refraction 
of an eye by observing the movements 
of light and shadow on the pupil with 

a skiascope. 
re-trad (re'trad), adv. to the back; 

backward. 
re-tral (re'tral), adj. at, near, or to the 

back; posterior. 
ret-ro-bul-bar (re'trobul'bar), adj. 

behind the eyeball, 
ret-ro-cede (retrased'), v. to go back; 
recede. 

ret-ro-ces-sion (ret'rasesHan), n. a 
restoration, in American Indian res¬ 
ervations, of police power to a Federal 

agency. 
ret-ro-ien-tal fi-bro-pla-sia (re'trS- 

len'tl fibrapla'zHa), a disease result¬ 
ing in blindness found in premature 
infants, caused by abnormal growth 
of fibrous tissue behind the lens of 

the eye. 
re-torse (ritrors'), adj. bent or 
turned backward. 

ret-rous-se (re/trobsa,)> adj- turned 
up, as a retrousse nose. 

ret-ro-ver-sion (retravur'zHan), n. a 
turning toward the back; the result¬ 
ing state or condition, 

re-trude (ritrood'), v. (in dentistry) 
to produce retrusion in. 

re-tru-sion (ritroo'zHan), n. displace¬ 
ment of the teeth toward the back of 
the mouth. 

ret-si-na (ret'sana), n. a white or red 
wine of Greece flavored with resin, 

re-tuse (ritoos'), adj. having a blunt 
or rounded tip with a small notch, as 
some leaves. 

re-vanche (rivanCH'), n. the policy 
that moves a defeated nation aggres¬ 
sively to seek restoration of its origi¬ 
nal territory. —re-vanch'ist, n. 

rev-e-nant (rev'anant), n. one who 
returns; a ghost. 

re-vers (river'), n., pi. re-vers. a part 
of a garment turned back to show the 
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reverse side or facing, as a lapel. Also 

re were'. 
re-vet (rivet'), v. to face, as the side 

of a trench or embankment, with 
masonry, sandbags, etc., for protec¬ 

tion. 
re-vet-ment (rivet'mant), n. 1. a fac¬ 

ing of masonry, sandbags, etc., for 
the protection of a wall or bank of 
earth. 2. an ornamental facing of 

marble, tiles, etc. 
re-vile (rivlF), v. to attack with abu¬ 

sive or contemptuous language, 
re-viv-i-fy (riviv'afi), v. to put new 

life into; revive. 
rev-i-vis-cence (revavis'ans), n. the 
state of being revived; revival, 

rev-o-lute (rev'aloot), adj. curled 
back at the edge, as some leaves, 

re-vul-sant (rivul'sant), adj. 1. caus¬ 
ing revulsion. —n. 2. a medicinal 
agent that draws blood from one part 
of the body to another, 

re-vul-sion (rivul'SHan), n. 1. extreme 
distaste, repugnance, or loathing. 2. 
the lessening of action of a disease in 
one region of the body by irritation 
in another. —re-vul'sive, adj. 

rhab-do-man-cy (rab'damanse), n. 
divination by rod or wand, esp. in 
finding underground water; dows¬ 

ing. 
rhab-do-my-o-ma (rab'domio'ma), 

n., pi. rhab-do-my-o-ma-ta (rab'do- 
mlo'mata). a tumor composed of 
striated muscular fibers, 

rha-thy-mi-a (rafftl'mea), n. carefree, 
indifferent behavior; light-hearted¬ 
ness. 

rhe-mat-ic (rimat'ik), adj. pertaining 
to word formation; of or derived from 
a verb. 

rhe-ol-o-gy (reol'aje), n. the study of 
the change in flow and form of matter, 

rhe-om-e-ter (reom'itar), n. an in¬ 
strument for measuring fluid flow, as 
of circulating blood, 

rhe-o-re-cep-tor (re'orisep'tar), n. 
nerve endings stimulated by water 
currents. 

rhe-o-scope (reGskop), n. a device 

for detecting the presence of an elec¬ 
tric current. 
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rhe-o-stat (re'ostat), n. a device for 
varying the resistance of an electric 
circuit without breaking the circuit, 
used for regulating the brightness of 
electric lights, etc. 

rhe-o-tax-is (reatak'sis), n. the ten¬ 
dency of an organism to move in 
response to a current of water, 

rhe-ot-ro-pism (reo'trapizm), n. the 
tendency of a plant to respond to the 
stimulus of a current of water by 
some change in its direction of 
growth. 

rhet-o-ric (ret'arik), n. the effective 
use of language to persuade or im¬ 
press; a style that aims to arouse 
emotion. 

rhe-tor-i-cal (ritor'ikal), adj. used for 
or concerned with style or effect 
rather than with content or meaning¬ 
fulness. — rhe-tor'i-cally, adv. 

rheum (room), n. 1. a watery dis¬ 
charge from the mucous membrane. 
2. a cold. —rheum'y, adj. 

rhex-is (rek'sis), n., pi. rhex-es (rek'- 
sez). a break, as of a blood vessel, 

organ, etc. 
Rh factor, a group of inherited anti¬ 

gens present in the red blood cells of 
most persons (who are said to be Rh 
positive), which may cause hemolytic 
reactions during pregnancy or after 
transfusion of blood containing this 
factor into someone lacking it (said 

to be Rh negative), 
rhi-nal (rffnl), adj. of the nose; nasal, 
rhi-nar-i-um (ffner'eam), n., pi. rhi- 
nar-i-a (riner'eo). the naked, glandu¬ 
lar skin surrounding the nostrils of 

sorrie mammals. 
rhi-nen-ceph-a-lon (ff'nensef'alon), 

n. the part of the brain concerned 

with the sense of smell, 
rhi-ni-tis (rlnl'tis), n. inflammation 
of the nasal mucous membrane, 

rhi-noc-e-rot-ic (rlnos'orot'ik), adj. 
concerned with or like a rhinoceros, 

rhi-nol-o-gy (rlnol'aje), n. the branch 
of medicine dealing with the nose 

and its diseases. 
rhinoplasty (rl'noplas'te), n. plas¬ 

tic surgery of the nose. 
rhi-nor-rhe-a, rhi-nor-rhoe-a (ri'- 

ndre'a), n. an excessive mucous dis¬ 
charge from the nose, 

rhi-no-scope (rffnaskop), n. an in¬ 
strument for examining the internal 
passages of the nose; nasoscope. 

rhi-nos-co-py (rlnos'kape), n. the 
examination of the nasal passages, 

rhi-zo-gen-ic (ff'zojen'ik), adj. pro¬ 
ducing roots. Also rhi-zog'e-nous. 

rhi-zoid (rffzoid), adj. rootlike, 
rhi-zo-mor-phous (rl'zdmor'fas), 

adj. formed like a root; root-shaped. 
Also rhi-zo-mor'phoid. 

rhi-zoph-a-gous (rlzof'agas), adj. 
normally eating roots. 

Rh negative, having or denoting 
blood that lacks the Rh factor, 

rhom-bic (rom'bik), adj. of or having 
the form of a rhombus, 

rhom-bo-he-dron (rombohe'dran), 
n., pi. rhom-bo-he-drons, rhom-bo- 
he-dra (rombahe'dra). a six-sided 
three-dimensional figure, each side 
of which is a rhombus, 

rhom-boid (rom'boid), n. a parallelo¬ 
gram with oblique angles and only 
the opposite sides equal, 

rhom-bus (rom'bas), n., pi. rhom- 
bus-es, rhom-bi (rom'bi). an equi¬ 
lateral parallelogram with oblique 

angles. 
rhon-chus (roNG'kas), n.,pl. rhon-chi 

(roNG'kl). a rattling sound in the 
bronchial tubes caused by a partial 
bronchial obstruction, 

rho-ta-cism (ro'tasizm), n. excessive 
use of the sound V ’ or the substitu¬ 
tion of some other sound for it. 

Rh positive, having the Rh factor, 
ri-a (re'a), n. a long, narrow inlet, 
widening and deepening toward the 

sea. 
ri-ant (ff'ant), adj. laughing; smiling; 

cheerful. 
ri-a-ta (rea'ta), n. a lariat. Also reata. 
rib-aid (rib'ald), adj. coarse or vulgar 

in speech, language, etc. —rib'ald- 

ry, n. 
ri-bo-fla-vin (rl'bdfla'vin), n. a factor 

of the vitamin B complex found in 
milk, eggs, meat, leafy vegetables, 
etc., used in vitamin preparations, 

etc. Also ri-bo-fla'vine. 
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ribo-nu-cle-ic acid (rl'bonookle'ik). 
See RNA. Also ribose nucleic acid, 

ri-bose (rl'bos), n. a sugar obtained 
from RNA. 

ri-bo-zo (ribo'zo), n. See rebozo, 
rick-ets (rik'its), n. a children’s dis¬ 

ease of the skeletal system, charac¬ 
terized by a softening and, often, 
bending of the bones, usually caused 
by a vitamin D deficiency, 

rick-rack, ric-rac (rik'rak), n. flat, 
zigzag braid for trimming clothing, 
linens, etc. 

ri-cot-ta (rikot'a), n. a soft Italian 

cheese made from whey, 
rictal bristle, a feather resembling a 

bristle which grows from the base of 
a bird’s bill. 

ric-tus (rik'tas), n., pi. ric-tus, ric- 
tus-es. the opening produced by the 
gaping of the mouth. —ric'tal, adj. 

rid-dle (rid'l), v. 1. to make many 
holes in; puncture throughout, as to 
riddle with gunshot. —n. 2. a sieve, 

ri-dent (rl'dnt), adj. laughing; riant. 
Rie-man-ni-an geometry (rema'- 

nean), a form of non-Euclidean ge¬ 
ometry in which there are no parallel 
lines and every pair of straight lines 
intersects. Also elliptic geometry. 
See also Euclidean geometry, hyper¬ 
bolic geometry. 

ri-fa-ci-men-to (rifa'CHimen'to), n., 
pi. ri-fa-ci-men-ti (rifa'CHimen'te). 
an adaptation or reworking, as of a 
piece of music or literature, 

rig-a-to-ni (rigato'ne), n. (in Italian 
cookery) small, ribbed casings of 
pasta, usually stuffed with ground 
meat, tomatoes, cheese, etc., and 
cooked. 

rig-or-ism (rig'arizm), n. extreme 
strictness or severity, 

rig-or mor-tis (rig'ar mor'tis), the 
progressive stiffening of the body 
after death. 

ri-mose (rl'mos), adj. full of cracks 
or chinks. Also ri-mous (rl'mas). 

rim-pie (rim'pal), n. a wrinkle; rum¬ 
ple; crease. 

rin-ceau (raNso^), n., pi. rin-ceaux 
(raNso'). an ornamental motif of 
flowers, leaves, or leafy branches. 

rin-gent (rin'jant), adj. agape; open, 
ri-par-i-an (riper'ean), adj. of, adja¬ 
cent to, or living on the bank of a river 
or other body of water, 

ri-poste (ripdst'), «• a sharp, often 
witty response in speech or action. 
Also ri-post'. 

rip-rap (rip'rap), n. broken stone, 
usually in flat pieces, used for con¬ 
structing foundations, embank¬ 
ments, etc. 

rip-tide (rip'tid'), n. a tide opposing 
another tide or current thus causing 
a violent turbulence, 

ris-i-ble (riz'abal), adj. 1. able or in¬ 
clined to laugh. 2. connected with 
laughing; laughable. —ris-i-bil'i- 
ty, n. 

ri-sot-to (riso'to), n. (in Italian cook¬ 
ery) a rice dish cooked with broth and 
flavored with grated cheese, etc. 

ris-que (riska'), adj. close to being 
improper or indecent; off-color, as a 
risque joke. 

ris-sole (ris51/), n. a small pastry filled 
with meat or fish, eggs, bread crumbs, 
etc., and deep-fried, 

ris-so-le (ris'ale), adj. (in cooking) 
browned in deep fat. 

riv-er-ine (riv'arln), adj. of, like, or 
near a river. 

ri-viere (riv'eerO, n. a necklace, often 
in more than one strand, of diamonds 
or other precious stones. 

RNA, any of the ribose-containing 
nucleic acids present in the cytoplasm 
of the cell. Also ribonucleic acid, 

ribose nucleic acid. See also DNA. 
rob-o-rant (rob'arant), adj. tending 

to make stronger. 
ro-bus-tious (robus'cHas), adj. rough; 
boisterous; coarse. 

ro-caille (rokl'), n. rock, shell, and 
foliage forms combined with artificial 
shapes used for decorative effect in 
Rococo designs. 

rock-a-bil-ly (rok'abile), n. a type of 
music resulting from a combination 
of rock-’n’-roll and hillbilly music, 

rock-’n’-roll (rok'anrol'), n. a form 
of music characterized by a strong 
and regular beat, evolved in part from 
blues and folk music. 
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ro-co-co (roko'kb), n. 1. a style of 
architecture and decoration devel¬ 
oped in 18th-century France from 
the baroque and characterized by 
elaborate rocaille ornamentation. 
—adj. 2. of or like a style of painting 
of this period characterized by small¬ 
ness of scale, delicacy of color and 
playfulness of theme, 

ro-den-ti'cide (roden'tisld), n. a poi¬ 
son used for killing rodents, 

rod-o-moivtade (rod'amontad'), n. 
arrant, arrogant boasting or bragga¬ 
docio; ranting, blustering talk, 

roent-gen (rent'gan), n. the unit of 
radiation. 

roent-gen-o gram, ront-gen o' 
gram (rent'ganagram), n. (old-fash¬ 
ioned) an x-ray photograph. Also 
roent'gen-o-graph, rbnt,gen-o> 
graph. 

roent-gen-obo-gy (rentganol'aje), n. 
the study and use of x-rays in diagno¬ 
sis and therapy. 

roent-gen-om-e-ter (rentganom'- 
itar), n. a device for measuring the 
intensity of x-rays, 

roent-gen-o-paque (rent 'ganopak'), 

adj. radiopaque to x-rays, 
roent gen o par ent (rent'ganoper'- 

ant), adj. made visible by means of 

x-rays. 
roent-gen o-scope, ront gen o1 

scope (rent'ganaskop), n. a fluoro- 

scope. 
roent-gen-o-ther-a-py (rent'gana- 

ther'ape), n. the treatment of disease 

by x-rays. 
rog-a’to-ry (rog'atore), adj. concern¬ 

ing or denoting the process of asking 

or querying. 
roil (roil), v. 1. to cloud or muddy a 
liquid by stirring up sediment. 2. to 
stir up; agitate; irritate, 

roil-y (roi'Ie), adj. muddy; turbid, 
rois-ter (roi'star), v. to boast or swag¬ 

ger ; revel boisterously. 
Romanesque (r5/manesk,)> adj. 
designating the European style of 
architecture from the 9th to the 12th 
centuries, characterized by thick, 
load-bearing walls, round arches, the 

barrel vault, etc. 

roifdure (ron'jar), n. a circle or 
sphere; roundness. 

ront-gen-O’gram (rent'ganagram), n. 
See roentgenogram, 

rood (rood), n. a crucifix, esp. one in a 
medieval church set over the entry to 
the chancel. 

roor-back (roor'bak), n. a report, usu¬ 
ally of damaging effect, distributed 
for political reasons. 

Roquefort (rokTart), n. a strong 
cheese veined with a bluish mold, 
made of sheep’s or goat’s milk and 
ripened in caves at Roquefort, in 
France. 

ro-sa-ce-a (roza'sHea), n. a form of 
acne characterized by red lesions on 
the face. 

ro-se-o-la (rdze'ala), n. measles; ru¬ 
bella. 

ros'in (roz'in), n. the brittle, yellowish 
to amber residue after oil has been 
distilled from turpentine; used for 
rubbing on violin bows, and in mak¬ 
ing varnish, inks, soaps, etc. 

ross (ros), n. 1. the rough exterior of 
bark. —v. 2. to remove ross from in 
milling. 

ros-tel-late (ros'talat), adj. with a 
rostellum. 

ros-tel lum (rosteFam), n., pi. ros- 
tel-la (rosteFa). a small, beak-like 
process or part. 

ros-trum (ros'tram), n., pi. ros-tra 
(ros'tra), ros-trums. any platform, 
stage, etc., for public speaking; a pul¬ 
pit. — ros'tral, adj. —ros'trate, adj. 

ro-ta-tive (rS'tativ), adj. turning on 
its own axis; rotating or causing rota¬ 
tion; occurring regularly in succes¬ 

sion. 
rode-none (ro'tanon), n. a substitute 
for DDT. See also malathion. 

ro-ti-form (ro'taform), adj. shaped 

like a wheel. 
rou-e (rooiF, rocFa), n. a dissipated 
man; debauchee; rake, 

roudade (roolad'), n. a rolled slice of 
meat filled with chopped meat and 

cooked. 
roudeau (roolSO, n., pi. rou-leaux, 

rou-leaus (rooloz^). a roll of coins 

stacked in a paper wrapper. 



roundel 

roun-del (roun'dal), n. something 
round or circular in form, as a disk, 

roup (roop), n. hoarseness; huskiness. 
—roup'y, adj. 

royal jelly, a nutritious mixture se¬ 
creted by the pharyngeal glands of 
worker honeybees, fed to all larvae at 
first and then only to those chosen to 
be queens. 

rub-bing (rub'iNG), n. the reproduc¬ 
tion of a raised design by laying paper 
on it and rubbing it with a pencil, 
crayon, charcoal, or the like. See also 
frottage. 

ru-be-fa-cient (roobafa'sttont), adj. 
causing redness, as of the skin, 

ru-be-fac-tion (roobafak'sHan), n. the 
act or process of making red, as with 
a rubefacient. 

ru-bel-la (roobel'a), n. German mea¬ 
sles. 

ru-be-o-la (roobe'ala), n. 1. measles. 
2. German measles, 

ru-bi-fy (rob'bafi), v. to make red; 
redden. 

ru-big-i-nous (roobij'anas), adj. rust- 
colored; reddish-brown, 

ru-bi-ous (roo'beas), adj. ruby-col¬ 
ored; red. 

ru-bri-cate (rbo'brakat), v. to mark, 
color, or illuminate (a book, etc.) with 
red. 

ruc-tion (ruk'sHan), n. a noisy dis¬ 
turbance, quarrel, or uproar, 

ru-der-al (roo'daral), adj. (of a plant) 
growing in waste places, in rubbish, 
or along the wayside, etc. 

ru-fes-cent (roofes^ant), adj. having 
a red tinge; rufous. 

ru-fous(roo,fas), adj. reddish ; brown¬ 
ish-red; rust-colored, 

ru-ga (roo'ga), «., pi. ru-gae (rob'je). 
a wrinkle, fold, or ridge. 
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ru-gate (roo'gat), adj. having wrink¬ 

les; rugose. 
ru-gose (rob'gos), adj. wrinkled; 

ridged; ribbed. 
ru-gu-lose (rob'gyalos), adj. having 
many small wrinkles; finely rugose, 

ru-men (roo'min), n., pi. ru-mi-na 
(roo'mana). the first of the four stom¬ 
achs of a ruminant. See also reticu¬ 
lum, omasum, abomasum, 

ru-mi-nant (roo'manant), n. a hoofed 
mammal that chews its cud and has 
four stomachs, as the camel, cow, 
giraffe, etc. 

ru-mi-nate (roo'manat), v. 1. to chew 
the cud, as a cow does. 2. to meditate; 
ponder. —ru-mi-na'tion, n. 

run-ci-ble spoon (run'sabal), a fork 
with two broad tines and one sharp 
tine, for serving hors d’oeuvres. 

run-ci-nate (run'sanit), adj. irregu¬ 
larly saw-toothed, with the teeth 
curved back, as some leaves, 

run-dle (run'dl), n. 1. a rung of a lad¬ 
der. 2. a rotating object, as a wheel or 
the drum of a capstan, 

rune (roon), n. a character from an 
early medieval Indo-European al¬ 
phabet. — ru'nic, adj. 

run-net (run'l), n. a small stream; 
little brook or rivulet, 

rusk (rusk), n. a piece of sweet, raised 
bread dried and baked a second time 
until brown and crisp; zwieback, 

rus-ti-cate (rus'takat), v. 1. to go to or 
remain in the country. 2. to make or 
finish (a wall surface) in a rustic style. 
— rus-ti-ca'tion, n. —rus-tic'i-ty, n. 

ruth (rooth), n. pity or compassion; 
sorrow or remorse, 

rut-i-lant (roo'talant), adj. glittering 
or glowing with reddish or golden 
light. 



sab-u-lous (sab'yalss), adj. sandy; 
gravelish; gritty. 

sac-cad-ic (saka'dik), adj. jerky; 
twitching. 

sac-cate (sak'it), adj. saccular; hav¬ 
ing a sac. 

sac-cha-rif-er-ous (sakarif'aros), adj. 

bearing sugar. 
sac-cha-rim-e-ter (sakarim'itar), n. 

an optical instrument for measuring 
the concentration of sugar in a solu¬ 

tion. 
sac-cha-rim-e-try (sakarim'itre), n. 

the measuring of sugar concentra¬ 

tions in substances, 
sac-cha-rine (sak'arin), adj. exces¬ 

sively or deceitfully sweet in facial 
expression or in speech, 

sac-cha-rize (sak'arTz), v. to convert 

into sugar. 
sac-cha-rom-e-ter (sakarom'itar), n. 

a type of hydrometer used to measure 

the density of sugar solutions, 
sac-cu-lar (sak'yalar), adj. of sac-like 

form; saccate. 
sac-cu-late (sak'yolat), adj. having, 

or having the form of, a sac or saccule, 
saccule (sak'yool), n. a small sac. 
sac-cu-lus (sak'yalos), n.,pl. sac-cu-li 

(sak'yall). a saccule, 
sac-er-do-tal (sasordo'tl), adj. of 
priests or priesthood; priestly. 

sac-er-do-tal-ismCsasordo'talizmXn. 

the system, practices, or principles 

underlying the priesthood. 

sa-cral (sa'krsl), adj. of or relating to 
the sacrum. 

sac-ra-ment (sak'ramant), n. 1. the 
consecrated bread and wine of the 
Eucharist. 2. something considered 
to have sacred or mysterious signifi¬ 
cance or influence. —sac-ragmen' 
tal, adj. —sac-ra-men'tal-ist, n. 

sac-ris-tan (sak'ristan), n. an official 
keeper of the sacred vessels, etc., of a 
religious house or church. Also sac' 
rist. 

sac-ris-ty (sak'riste), n. the room or 
building where the sacred vessels and 
vestments of a church or religious 
house are kept. 

sac-ro-il-i-ac (sak'roil'eak), n. the 
joint where the ilium joins the 
sacrum. 

sac-ro-sanct (sak'rosaNGkt), adj. se¬ 
cured by religious sanction against 
violation; especially sacred. 

sac-ro-sci-at-ic (sak'rhslat'ik), adj. 

relating to the sacrum and the is¬ 

chium. 
sac-rum (sak'ram), «., pi. sac-ra 
(sak'ra). a composite triangular bone 
consisting, in man, of five fused verte¬ 
brae, forming the posterior wall of 

the pelvic girdle. 
sad-ism (sad'izm), n. 1. a sexual per¬ 
version in which pleasure is derived 
from inflicting pain and humiliation. 
2. enjoyment in inflicting cruelty on 

others. See also masochism. 
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sad-o-mas-o-chism (sad'omas'- 
okizm), n. a psychiatric disorder in 
which both sadism and masochism 
are exhibited. 

sa-gac-i-ty (sagas'ite), n. acuteness of 
mind allied to practical wisdom. 
— sa-ga'cious, adj. 

sage (saj), n. 1. a man of great wisdom. 
—adj. 2. wise; of sound judgment, 

sag-it-tal (saj'itl), adj. relating to or 
resembling an arrow or arrowhead, 

sag-it-tate (saj'itat), adj. shaped like 
an arrowhead. 

sa-ke (sa'ke), n. a Japanese fermented 
liquor made from rice, 

sa-la-cious (sola'sHas), adj. lustful; 
lecherous; obscene, 

sal-e-ra-tus (salara'tas), n. baking 
soda; sodium bicaronate. 

sa-li-ent (sa'leont), adj. 1. conspicu¬ 
ous; most noticeable. 2. jutting out; 
pointing outwards. —sa'li-ence, sa' 
li-en-cy, n. 

sa-lif-er-ous (salif'aras), adj. salt¬ 
bearing, as of rocks, 

sal-i-fy (saFafT), v. to form into or 
combine with a salt, 

sa-li-na (salFna), n. a salt lake, spring, 
marsh, etc.; a saltworks, 

sa-line (saMln), adj. containing, re¬ 
lating to, or resembling common salt, 

sabi-nom-e-ter (salanorrFitar), n. an 
instrument for determining the con¬ 
centration of salt in a solution. Also 
sal-inFe-ter. 

sal-low (saFo), adj. of a sickly yellow 
or yellowish-brown color, 

sal-ma-gun-di (salmagun'de), n. a 
mixture; a miscellaneous collection, 

sal-mi (saFme), n. a highly seasoned 
dish of gamebirds partially roasted 
and then cut into pieces and stewed 
in wine and butter, 

sal-mo-nel-la (salmaneFa), n.,pl. sal- 
mo-nel-lae (salmaneFe). any of the 
large group of rod-shaped micro¬ 
organisms of the genus Salmonella 

which cause many forms of enteritis, 
including food poisoning and typhoid 
fever, and hog cholera, 

sal-pin-gi-tis (salpinjFtis), n. inflam¬ 
mation of a Fallopian tube or Eusta¬ 
chian tube. 
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sal-pinx (saFpiNGks), n., pi. sal-pin- 
ges (salpin'jez). a trumpet-shaped 

tube. 
sal-tant (saFtnt), adj. leaping; danc¬ 
ingjumping. 

sal-ta-tion (salta'sHan), n. a leaping 
or jumping; a dancing movement; a 
sudden movement or change. —sal- 
ta-to'ri-al, saFta-to-ry, adj. 

salt-em (soFtarn), n. a saltworks; a 
series of pools made for the natural 
evaporation of sea water so as to pro¬ 
duce salt. 

sal-ti-grade (saFtagrad), adj. moving 
by leaps. 

salt-pe-ter, salt-pe-tre (soltpe'tar), n. 

a salt-like substance, the naturally 
occurring form of potassium nitrate, 
used chiefly in making gunpowder 
and fireworks and to preserve meat. 
Also called niter. 

sa-lu-bri-ous (salob'breas), adj. pro¬ 
moting good health; health-giving. 

sal-u-tar-y (saFyater'e), adj. promot¬ 
ing good health; producing good 
effect. 

sal-u-tif-er-ous (salyatiFaras), adj. sa¬ 
lutary. 

san-a-tive (san'ativ), adj. of or able to 
bring about healing. 

sanc-tion (saNGk'sHan), n. 1. some¬ 
thing operating to enforce a rule of 
conduct, an oath, etc. 2. action by 
states to bring about another state’s 
compliance with an international law 
or agreement, as by withholding eco¬ 
nomic aid, reducing trade, etc. 3. the 
confirmation or approval of an action. 

sanc-tion-a-tive (saNGk'sHana'tiv), 
adj. relating to or tending toward 
sanction. 

sanc-ti-tude (saNGk'titood), n. saint¬ 
liness; sacred character. 

sanc tum (saNGk'tam), n., pi. sanc¬ 
tums, sanc-ta (saNGt'a). a holy place; 
a person’s private retreat, as a study. 

sang-froid (saNfrwsF), n. composure; 
calmness in face of danger or annoy¬ 
ance. 

san-gri-a (saNGgre'a), n. an iced drink 
made from diluted red wine mixed 
with sugar, spices, and sometimes 
fruit juices. 
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san-guic-o-lous (saNGgwik'olas), adj. 

living in the blood, 

san guif er ous (saNGgwif'aras), adj. 

blood-carrying, as an artery, 
san-gui-fi-ca-tion (saNG'gwafaka'- 

SHan), n. the formation of blood cor¬ 
puscles ; hematopoiesis, 

san gui nar y (saNG'gwaner'e), adj. 

full of or delighting in bloodshed; 
bloody; bloodthirsty, 

san-guine (saNG'gwin), adj. 1. of 
cheerful and courageous disposition. 
2. blood-red; of reddish color, 

san-guin-e-ous (saNGgwin'eas), adj. 

containing or of the color of blood. 
Also san'gui-nous. 

san-guin-o-lent (saNGgwin'alant), 
adj. of or relating to blood; bloody, 

san-guivor-ous (saNGgwiv'aras), 
adj. blood-eating; feeding on blood, 

sa-ni-es (sa'neez), n. a watery fluid, 
often of greenish color, discharged 
from a wound or open sore. —sa'ni- 

ous, adj. 

sans-cu-lotte (sanz 'kyoolot'), n. a 
person of extreme republican views; 

a revolutionary. 
sans gene (saN ZHen'), French, with¬ 
out regard for conventional forms; 
free of restraint or embarrassment, 

sans sou-ci (saNsooseO, French, with¬ 
out care; carefree; unconcerned, 

sa-phe-nous (safe'nas), adj. of, relat¬ 
ing to, or in the region of a saphenous 

vein. 
saphenous vein, either of two large 

superficial veins running up the foot, 
leg, and thigh, one on the inner side 
and one on the outer side. Also 

sa-phe-na. 
sap'id (sap'id), adj. tasty; savory; 

palatable. 
sa-pi-ent (sa'peant), adj. wise; of 

fancied wisdom. 
sa-pi-en-tial (sa'peen'sHal), adj. con¬ 
taining or characterized by wisdom. 

sap-O'dil-la (sapadil'a), n. a large 
evergreen tree native to tropical 
America, yielding chicle and bearing 

edible fruit. 
sap-o-na-ceous (sapana'sHas), adj. 

of, resembling, or containing soap, 
sa-pon-i-fy (sapon'afi), v. to convert 

fat or oil into soap by boiling it with 
an alkali. 

sa-por (sa'par), n. the taste of a sub¬ 
stance; that property of a substance 
that affects the sense of taste; the 
sensation of taste. 

sap-o-rif-ic (saparif'ik), adj. giving 
flavor. 

sap-o-rous (sap'aras), adj. flavor- 
some; tasty. 

sa-pre-mi-a (sapre'mea), n. a type of 
blood poisoning. 

sap-ro-gen-ic (sap'rbjen'ik), adj. 

causing putrefaction. 
sa-proph-a-gous (saprof'agas), adj. 

feeding on dead or decaying organic 
matter. 

sap-ro-phyte (sap'rafit), n. any orga¬ 
nism living on decayed organic mat¬ 
ter. — sap-ro-phyt'ic, adj. 

sar-co-ad-e-no-ma (sar'koad'ano'- 
ma), n., pi. sar-co-ad-e-no-mas, sar- 
co-ad-e-no-ma-ta (sar'kbad'ano'ma- 
ta). See adenosarcoma. 

sar-co-car-ci-no-ma (sar'kSkar'sa- 
no'ma), n.,pl. sar-co-car-ci-no-mas, 
sar-co-car-ci-no-ma-ta (sar 'kokar>- 

sano'mata). See carcinosarcoma. 
sar-coid (sar'koid), n. 1. a sarcoma¬ 

like growth. 2. sarcoidosis or one of 
the lesions caused by it. —adj. 3. 
fleshy; flesh-like. 

sar-coid-o-sis (sar 'koidb'sis), n. a dis¬ 
ease characterized by the appearance 
of minute grainy, inflamed, ulcerat¬ 
ing protruberances in the lungs and 
liver and less often in the kidneys, 
bones, eyes, on the skin, etc. 

sar-co-lem-ma (sar'kblem'a), «., pi. 

sar-co-lem-mas, sar-co-lem-ma-ta 
(sar'kdlem'ata). the thin sheath of 
membrane around a muscle fiber. 

sar co ma (sarko'ma), n., pi. sar-co- 
mas, sar-co-ma-ta (sarkbmata). a 
variety of malignant growth that 
arises in bones and in the connective 
tissues lying beneath the skin and 
between and around muscles and 

organs. 
sar-co-ma-to-sis (sarko'mato'sis), n. 

a condition characterized by the de¬ 
velopment of large numbers of sar¬ 
comas throughout the body. 
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sar cophagous (sarkof'agas), adj. 

living on flesh; carnivorous, 
sar-coph-a-gus (sarkof'agas), n., pi. 

sar-coph-a-gi (sarkof'ajl). 1. a coffin 
made of stone, usually with inscrip¬ 
tions, reliefs, etc. 2. a stone thought 
by the ancient Greeks to consume the 
remains of corpses, 

sar-co-phile (sar'kafil), n. any flesh¬ 
eating creature. 

sar-cous (sar'kas), adj. composed of 
or relating to flesh or skeletal muscle, 

sar-don-ic (sardon'ik), adj. of bitter 
or scornful character, 

sar-men-tose (sarmen'tos), adj. (in 
botany) having runners, as a straw¬ 
berry. Also sar-men'tous. 

sar-men'tum (sarmen'tam), n., pi. 

sar’men-ta (sarmen'ta). a stem put 
out along the ground from the base 
of a plant, as in the strawberry. Also 
sar'ment. 

sa-ros (ser'os), n. the period of years 
after which eclipses are repeated but 
are 120° toward the west from the 
previous series, equivalent to 233 
synodic months or 6585.32 days, 

sar-to-ri-al (sartor'eal), adj. of or re¬ 
lating to dress, esp. to men’s clothing, 

sa-ti-e-ty (satl'ate), n. the state of hav¬ 
ing had too much; a surfeit, 

sa-trap (sa'trap), n. a subordinate 
ruler, esp. one enjoying great luxury 
or practising tyranny. —sa'tra-py, n. 

sat-u-rate (saCH'arat), v. 1. to cause a 
substance to combine with or dis¬ 
solve the maximum quantity it can of 
another substance. 2. to cause to ab¬ 
sorb or hold the maximum possible 
amount of anything, as electric 
charge, moisture, etc. 3. to bomb a 
target so heavily that defenses are 
powerless and the target is completely 
destroyed. 

sat-u-rat-ed (saCH'ara'tid), adj. (of 
fats) containing no double bonds and 
so unable to accept any additional 
atoms of hydrogen; such fats, which 
are hard at room temperature, raise 
the level of cholesterol in the blood. 
See also monounsaturated, polyun¬ 
saturated. 

sat-ur-na-li-a (satarna'lea), n.. pi. sat- 

urma-li-a, sat-urma-li-as. a period 

or scene of wild revelry. 
Sa-tur-ni-an (satur'nean), adj. pros¬ 

perous and peaceful, as in the sup¬ 
posedly golden age of Saturn’s reign, 

sat-ur-nine (sat'arnln), adj. 1. of cold, 
gloomy, sluggish temperament or of 
an appearance suggesting such a tem¬ 
perament. 2. of, suffering from, or 
due to lead poisoning, 

sa-tyrha’sis (satarl'asis), n. abnor¬ 
mally excessive and uncontrollable 
sexual desire in males, 

sa-tyr-o-ma-ni-ac (sa 'taroma'neak), 
n. a lustful man. 

sau-ri-an (sor'ean), adj. 1. belonging 
to or relating to a group of reptiles 
that includes the lizards. 2. lizard¬ 
like. 

sau-te (sota'), adj. 1. lightly browned 
by being fried in oil or fat over heat. 
—v. 2. to cook by frying in a small 
amount of fat or oil over heat, 

saudoir (sotwar'), n. 1. a chain, scarf, 
ribbon, etc., fastened around the neck 
with the ends crossing at the front. 2. 
a chain or ribbon bearing a pendant 
for wearing around the neck, 

sauve qui peut (s6vkepbb,)) French. 

a disorderly flight in which everyone 
looks only to his own safety; each 
man for himself. 

sa-van-na (savanG), n. a great plain, 
esp. in subtropical regions, of coarse 
grasses and scattered trees and hav¬ 
ing seasonal rainfall, 

sa-vant (savant'), n. a man of great 
learning. 

save-ail (sav'ol), n. any device or 
means for stopping loss or reducing 
waste. 

sa-voir-faire (sav'warfer'), n. the 
quality of seeing and doing the right 
thing in any situation, 

sa-voir-vi-vre (sav'warve'vra), n. the 
quality of knowing the ways of and 
being at home in polite society, 

sa-voi (sa'var), n. 1. a distinctive taste, 
smell, or quality; that part of any 
substance that affects the sense of 
taste or smell. —v. 2. to perceive or 
appreciate the taste or smell of some¬ 
thing. 
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sawyer (so'yar), n. a man who makes 
his living by sawing timber, 

sax-a-tile (sak'satil), adj. living or 
growing on rocks or in rocky places, 

sax-ic-o-line (saksik'alin), adj. living 
or growing in rocky places. Also 
sax-ic'o-lous. 

scab-i-cide (skabOsId), adj. of any 
substance used or able to destroy the 
parasitic mite that causes scabies, 

sca-bies (ska'bez), n. a contagious 
skin disease caused by a parasitic 
mite burrowing under the skin, oc¬ 
curring in cattle, sheep, and man. 

sea- bi •ous (ska'beos), adj. composed 
of or covered with scabs; relating to 
or like scabies. 

scab-rous (skab'ras), adj. 1. having a 
surface covered with tiny projections. 
2. full of difficulties. 3. obscene; in¬ 
decent. 

sca-lar (ska'lar), n. a mathematical 
quantity that has only magnitude. 
See also vector. 

sca-lene (skalen'), adj. of a triangle 
with no two sides equal, 

sca-le-no-he-dron (skale'nahe'- 
dran), n.,pl. sca-le-no-he-drons, sea’ 
le-no-he-dra (skale ffiahe'dra). a solid 
with 8 or 12 faces, each one of which 
forms a scalene triangle, 

scal-pri-form (skal'praform), adj. 

chisel-shaped. 
scan-dent (skan'dant), adj. of climb¬ 

ing habit, as a plant, 
scan-so-ri-al (skansor'eal), adj. (in 
zoology) adapted for climbing; given 

to climbing. 
scaph-oid (skaf'oid), adj. shaped like 

a boat. 
scap-u-lar (skap'yalar), adj. of or re¬ 

lating to the shoulders, 
scap-u-lo-hum-er-al (skap'yalo- 

hyoo'maral), adj. of or relating to the 
shoulder blade (scapula) and the bone 

of the upper arm (humerus), 
scarce-ment (skers'mant), n. a ledge 

or foothold formed in a wall by one 
portion being set back from the rest, 

scar-i-fy (skar'aft), v. to make super¬ 
ficial cuts or scratches; to wound with 
harsh words. — scar-i-fi-ca'tion, 

scar'i-fi-ca-tor, n. 

scar-i-ous (sker'eas), adj. dry, papery, 
and membranous, as a grass bract, 

scar-la-ti-na (skarlate'na), n. scarlet 
fever, scar-la-ti'noid, adj. 

scarlet fever, a contagious disease 
caused by streptococci and charac¬ 
terized by a scarlet rash on the skin 
and in the mouth and throat, 

scarp (skarp), n. a line of cliffs or 
steeply sloping ground formed by a 
fracture and vertical separation in the 
earth’s crust; escarpment, 

scathe (skara), v. 1. to injure, esp. by 
fire. 2. to hurt by invective or satire, 

sca-tol-o-gy (skatol'aje), n. 1. the 
study of or excessive interest in excre¬ 
ment or obscenity. 2. the study of fos¬ 
sil excrement. Also called coprology. 

sca-to-ma (skato'ma), n., pi. sca-to- 
mas, sca-to-ma-ta (skato'mata). a 
tumor-like mass of feces in the rectum 
or large intestine. 

sca-toph-a-gy (skatof'aje), n. the re¬ 
ligious practice of or psychiatric dis¬ 
order characterized by eating excre¬ 
ment. — sca-toph'a-gous, adj. 

sca-tos-co-py (skatos'kape), n. the 
medical examination of feces to diag¬ 
nose certain conditions, 

scat singing, singing, usually in jazz, 
in which the singer improvises non¬ 
sense words to fit the music and also 
makes sounds in imitation of musical 
instruments. 

scau-per (sko'par), n. an engraving 
tool with a flattened or hollowed 
blade. Also scorper. 

sce-nog-ra-phy (senog'rafe), n. the 
graphic representation of objects 
following the rules of perspective, 

sche-ma (ske'mo), «., pi. sche-ma-ta 
(ske'mata). a diagram; an outline; a 

scheme. 
schism (sizm), n. a separation into 

opposing groups because of a differ¬ 
ence of opinion; a group formed by 
the separation. —schis-mat'ic, adj. 

schis-to-sis (sHisto'sis), «. fibrosis of 
the lungs due to prolonged inhala¬ 

tion of slate dust. 
schis-to-some (sHis'tosom), n. a type 
of blood-fluke, including the parasite 

which causes bilharzia. 
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schis toso mia sis (sHis'tasoml's- 

sis), n. any of several serious illnesses 
caused by infestation with parasitic 

blood-flukes. 
schiz-o-gen-e-sis (skizajen'isis), n. 

reproduction by the splitting of cells. 
— schiz-o-ge-net'ic, schi-zog'e- 

nous, adj. 

schiz-oid (skit'soid), adj. of, resem¬ 
bling, having, or tending toward 
schizophrenia. 

schiz-o-phre-ni-a (skitsafre'nea), n. 

a severe mental illness, often recur¬ 
ring and sometimes progressive, in 
which the behavior becomes with¬ 
drawn and out of character, the intel¬ 
lect and emotions deteriorate, and 
hallucinations may occur. —schiz-o- 
phren'ic, adj. 

schiz-o-phyte (skiz'sfTt), n. any of a 
group of plants characterized by re¬ 
production by cell-splitting, 

schiz-o-thy-mi-a (skitsat/n'mea), n. 

the exhibiting of the features that dis¬ 
tinguish schizophrenia but within 
normal limits. 

schle-ma-z-zle,schle-ma-zel(sHla- 
ma'zl), n. a particularly stupid and 
awkward person. 

schle-miel, schle-mihl (sHlamel,)) 
n. a poor fool who is always the victim 
of others. 

schlepp (sHlep), v. to drag about, esp. 
unnecessarily or burdensomely. 

schlie-ren (sHler'an), n. pi. 1. streaks 
in a fluid having a density and index 
of refraction different from that fluid. 
2. streaks of differently colored or 
textured rock in an igneous rock, 

schlock (sHlok), adj. (colloquial) 

cheap and trashy. Also schlock'y- 
schmaltz (sHmalts), n. (colloquial) 
exaggerated, sickly sentimentality. 
— schmaltz'y, adj. 

schneck-en (sHnek'an), n. pi, sing. 

schnecke. sweet rolls of snail-like 
spiral shape made from raised dough 
mixed with chopped nuts, cinnamon, 
and butter. 

schnor-rer (sHnor'ar), n. (colloquial) 
a beggar; a sponger, 

scho-li-ast (skoMeast), n. any of the 
ancient grammarians who wrote ex- 
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planatory comments on passages in 
a classical author’s work, 

schuss (shoos), (in skiing) n. 1. a run 
directly down the steepest line of a 
slope with no attempt to control 
speed. —v. 2. to perform a schuss. 

sci-am-a-chy (slam'ake), n. the act of 
or an instance of fighting an imagi¬ 
nary foe. Also sci-om'a-chy. 

sci-at-ic (slat'ik), adj. of, relating to, 
near, or affecting the ischium or low¬ 
est part of the pelvic girdle where it 
connects with the hip. 

sci-at-i-ca (slat'ika), n. pain and sore¬ 
ness in parts of or near the sciatic 
nerve, which runs from the pelvis 
down the back of the leg to the foot, 

sci-en-tial (slen'sHal), adj. of, relat¬ 
ing to, or having knowledge, 

sci-en-tism (sl'antizm), n. the belief 
that the methods applicable to phys¬ 
ics and biology are equally appropri¬ 
ate to all other disciplines including 
the humanities and social sciences, 

scil-i-cet (sil'iset), adv. namely; that 

is to say. 
scin-til-la (sintiha), n. a spark, a shred, 

a minute particle, as not a scintilla of 

evidence. 

scin-til-late (sin'talat), v. to give out 
sparks; to sparkle; to twinkle. —scin' 
til-lant, adj. —scin-til-la'tion, n. 

sci-o-lism (sl'alizm), n. superficial 
knowledge. 

sci-os-o-phy (slos'afe), n. knowledge 
of natural or supernatural pheno¬ 
mena based on astrology, phrenol¬ 
ogy, or the like. 

scir-rhus (skir'as), n., pi. scir-rhi 
(skir'T), scir-rhus-es. a hard, painless 
tumor; a hard cancer, 

scis-sel (sis'al), n. the metal strip 
from which coin blanks have been 
cut. 

scis-sile (sis'il), adj. capable of being 
cut or split. 

scis-sion (sizH'an), n. a cutting; a 
division; a split. 

sci-u-roid (sTyoor'oid), adj. resem¬ 
bling a squirrel’s tail, 

scle-re-ma (sklire'ma), n. hardening 
or sclerosis, esp. affecting the skin, 

scle-ro-der-ma (skleradur'ma), n. a 
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disease causing all the layers of skin 
to harden and become rigid. Also 
scle-ri-a-sis (sklarflasis). 

scle-ro-der-ma-ti-tis (skier'odur'- 
matfltis), n. a disease causing harden¬ 
ing and inflammation of the skin. 
Also scle-ro-der-mi'tis. 

scle-ro-der-ma-tous (skleradur'- 
matas), adj. having a covering of hard¬ 
ened tissue such as scales, 

scle-rog-e-nous (skliroj'anas), adj. 

giving rise to hardened tissue, 
scle-roid (skler'oid), adj. hard or 
hardened. 

scle-ro-ma (sklird'ma), n., pi. scle¬ 
remas, scle-ro-ma-ta (skliro'mata). 
a tumor-like mass of hardened tissue, 

scle-rom-e-ter (sklirom'itar), n. any 
device for making an accurate mea¬ 
sure of the hardness of a substance, 

scle-ro-phyl-ly (skier'afil 'e), n. a nor¬ 
mal development in foliage which 
results in it becoming thickened and 
hardened. —scle'ro-phyll, adj., n. 

scle-rosed (sklirbst'). adj. thickened 
or hardened by sclerosis, 

scle-ro-sis (skliro'sis), n., pi. scle-ro- 
ses (skliro'sez). the replacement of 
normal tissue by increased fibrous or 
supporting tissue, with a resulting 
thickening and hardening leading to 
loss of function. —scle-rot'ic, adj. 

scle-ro-ti-tis (skleratl'tis), n. inflam¬ 
mation of the sclera, the external 
covering of the eyeball. Also scle-ri' 

tis. 
scle-rous (skler'as), adj. hard; thick; 

firm; bony. 
scoff-law (skof'lo), n. (colloquial) one 
whb shows contempt for the law in 

word or deed. 
sco-li-o-sis (skofleb'sis), n. sideways 

curvature of the spine, 
sco-pol-a-mine (skapol'amen), n. a 
drug used chiefly to increase the effect 
of narcotics in bringing about twi¬ 
light sleep, as a sedative, and to pro¬ 
duce dilatation of the pupil of the eye. 

sco-po-phil-i-a (skSpafil'ea), n. a 
psychiatric disorder in which sexual 

gratification is obtained exclusively 
by looking at nude bodies, erotic 

photographs, and the like. 

scop-u-late (skop'valat), adj. broom¬ 
like; in the shape of a brush, 

scor-bu-tic (skorbyob'tik), adj. of, re¬ 
lating to, resembling, or affected with 
scurvy. 

scor-per (skor'par), n. See scauper 
scor-pi-oid (skor'peoid), adj. curved 
back on itself at the end like the tail 
of a scorpion. 

scotch (skoCH), v. to wound without 
killing so as to render harmless, 

sco-to-ma (skotS'ma), n., pi. sco-to- 
mas, sco-to-ma-ta (skotd'mata). a 
loss of sight affecting only part of the 
visual field; a blind spot, 

sco-to-pi-a (skato'pea), n. the ability 
to see in dim light. See also photopia. 

scourge (skurj), n. 1. a whip for chas¬ 
tising or torturing; a person or thing 
administering punishment or harsh 
criticism. 2. that which brings about 
affliction or disaster. —v. 3. to whip, 

screed (skred), n. 1. a long and tedious 
letter, essay, discourse, or the like. 2. 
a wooden or metal strip for leveling 
a concrete or similar surface as it is 
made. 

scrim (skrim), n. 1. a thin cotton or 
linen open-weave fabric resembling 
fine canvas. 2. a piece of such fabric 
used as a stage drop to appear solid 
when lit from the front and almost 
transparent when lit from behind, 

scro-bic-u-late (skrobik'valit), adj. 

having a furrowed or pitted surface, 
scrof-u-la (skrof'yab), n. a name for¬ 
merly used for a tubercular condition 
characterized by swelling and degen¬ 
eration of the lymphatic glands and 
joints. —scrof'u-lous, adj. 

scru-ple (skroo'pal), n. a unit used in 
measuring very small weights, equal 
to 20 grains or 1 /3rd dram, 

scru-ta-ble (skroo'tabal), adj. able to 
be understood after detailed exami¬ 

nation or study. 
sculp-sit (skdolp'sit), Latin, (this per¬ 

son) carved, sculptured, or engraved 

(this work). 
scum-ble (skum'bal), v. 1. to lay a 
thin coat of opaque or semiopaque 
color over parts of a painted area with 
an almost dry brush to soften the 
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color or line. —n. 2. an effect so 

achieved. 
scun-ner (skun'ar), n. a dislike taken 

with no reason. 
scurf (skurf), n. any scaly incrustation 

on a surface. —scurf'y, adj. 

scur-ril-ous (skur'atos), adj. grossly 
or obscenely abusive. —scur-ril'i- 

ty, n. _ 
scu-tate (skyoo'tat), adj. having the 

form of or furnished with a scute or 

scutes. 
scute (skyoot), n. an oblong or round 
bony or horny plate or large scale 
forming a defensive covering in crea¬ 
tures such as crocodiles and turtles, 

scu-tel-late (skyootel'it), adj. having 
the form of or furnished with scutes 
or scutella. —scu-tel-la'tion, n. 

scu-tel-li-form (skyootelbform), adj. 

scutellum-shaped. 
scufel'lum (skyootel'am), n.,pl. scu- 

tel-la (skyootelb). a small plate, 
scale, or shield-like part, 

scu-ti-form (skyoo'taform), adj. 

shield-shaped. 
scu-tum (skyoo'tam), n., pi. scu-ta 
(skyoo'tb). a scute, 

scyphate (sl'fat), adj. cup-shaped, 
scy-phi-form (sl'faform), adj. having 
the shape of a cup or goblet, 

scy-pho-zo-an (sifazo'an), n. any ani¬ 
mal of the class comprising the jelly¬ 
fishes. 

scyphus (sl'fas), n.,pl. scy-phi (sT'fT). 
a cup-shaped part, 

sea-dog (se'dog), n. See fogbow. 
sea eagle, any of various large species 

of eagle that feed mainly on fish, 
sea-mount (se'mount), n. an under¬ 
water mountain reaching a height of 
several hundred feet above the sea 
bed but with its peak well below sea 

level. 
se-ba-ceous (siba'sHas), adj. relating 

to, resembling, or of the same nature 
as tallow or fat; fatty, 

se-bif-er-ous (sibif'aras), adj. con¬ 
taining or secreting fat or fatty matter, 

seb-or-rhe-a, seb-or-rhoe-a (seba- 
re'a), n. excessive or otherwise ab¬ 
normal secretion by the sebaceous 
glands. —seb-or-rhe'ic, adj. 

se-cem (sisurn'), v. to distinguish or 
be distinguished in thought, 

se-cem-ent (sisur'nant), adj. secret- 

ing. _ 
se-clu-sive (sikloo'siv), adj. tending 

to retire into privacy, 
sec-o-bar-bi-tal (sek'Sbar'bital), n. a 

sedative and hypnotic drug, 
secondary boycott, a boycott oper¬ 

ated by members of a union against 
their employer intended to force him 
to exercise his influence on another 
employer who is in dispute with 
members of the same union in his 

employ. 
se-cre-to-ry (sikre'tare), adj. relating 

to or capable of secretion, 
sec-tile (sek'til), adj. that can be cut 

easily with a knife. 
sec-to-ri-al (sektor'eal), adj. adapted 

for cutting, esp. of a carnivore’s tooth, 
sec-u-lar (sek'yalar), adj. of or relat¬ 

ing to the things of this world; lay; 
temporal as opposed to sacred, spiri¬ 
tual, and religious. —sec'u-lar-ism, 
sec-u-lar'i-ty, n. 

sec-u-lar-ize (sek'yalarlz), v. to sep¬ 
arate from religious or spiritual con¬ 
trols or connections, 

sed-en-tar-y (sed'nter 'e), adj. sitting; 
characterized by or requiring a sit¬ 
ting position. 

sed-i-men-tol-o-gy (sedamantol'aje), 
n. the scientific study of rocks formed 
of consolidated sediment, 

se-di-tion (sidisH'an), n. any incite¬ 
ment to unlawful action against the 
authority of government. —se-di' 

tious, adj. 

sed-u-lous (sej'alas), adj. diligent and 
persevering; persistently and unre¬ 

mittingly kept up. —se-du'li-ty, n. 

se-gue (sa'gwa), v. to continue with¬ 
out interruption or blend in with the 
next part or item, usually of a musical 
performance. 

sei-cen-to (saCHen'to), n. the sixteen 
hundreds, that is the 17th century, 
referring esp. to the art or literature 
of Italy at that time, 

seiche (sasH), n. sudden oscillation in 
the surface of a lake or other large 
stretch of water caused occasionally 
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by changes in atmospheric pressure, 
wind direction, earth tremor, etc. 

seism (sl'zam), n. an earthquake. 
—seis'mic, adj. 

seis-micd'ty (slzmis'ite), n. the fac¬ 
tors in a given area that relate to 
earthquakes, including frequency of 
occurrence, force, distribution, and 
the like. 

seis-mism (slz'mizm), n. the natural 
phenomena associated with an earth¬ 
quake. 

seis*mo-gram (slz'magram), n. a rec¬ 
ord made by a seismograph. 

seis-mo-graph (sTz'magraf), n. any 
instrument for recording and mea¬ 
suring tremors in the earth’s crust. 

seisTnog-ra-phy (slzmog'rofe), n. the 
recording and measuring of earth¬ 
quake tremors. —seis-mog'ra’ 
pher, n. 

seis-mol-o-gy (slzmolbje), n. the sci¬ 
entific study of earthquakes and the 
natural phenomena associated with 

them. 
seis-mom-e-ter (slzmom'itar), n. a 

type of seismograph that measures 
the actual movement of ground dur¬ 
ing an earthquake and records the 
direction, duration, and force of the 

movement. 
seis-mo-scope (slz'maskop), n. an in¬ 

strument that records earthquake ac¬ 

tivity. 
sehe-nod-e-sy (sebnod'ise), n. the 
branch of astronomy concerned with 
measuring the surface of the moon 
and its gravitational field. 

sedemo-dont (sile'nadont), adj. hav¬ 
ing crescent-shaped ridges on the 

crowns of the teeth. 
sel-e-nog-ra-phy (setanog'rafe), n. 

the branch of astronomy concerned 
with the physical geography of the 
moon and the irregularities of its sur¬ 

face. 
sel-e-noho-gy (sebnolbje), n. the 
branch of astronomy concerned with 
the physical characteristics of the 
moon and the origin of its surface fea¬ 

tures. 
se-le-no-tro-pism (sile'natrS'pizm), 

n. a response, such as growth or 

movement, to the stimulus of moon¬ 
light. 

sehvage (sehvij), n. the edge of fabric 
woven so that the weft will not ravel, 
and often different from the weave of 
the rest of the fabric. 

se-man-tics (siman'tiks), n. 1. the 
branch of linguistics concerned with 
meanings. 2. See general semantics. 
— se-man'tic, adj. 

se-ma-si-ol-o-gy (sima'seolbje), n. 

the branch of linguistics concerned 
with meanings and their changes. 

se-mat-ic(simat,ik),atf/.givingwarn- 
ing to enemies or attracting attention, 
as the markings of poisonous animals. 

se-mei-ol-o-gy (se'mlolbje), n. the 
study of or a system of signs. Also 
semiology. 

sem-i-ab-stract (sem'eab'strakt), 
adj. relating to or denoting a style of 
art in which the representation is not 
naturalistic but the subject remains 
recognizable. 

senvi-breve (sem'ebrev), n. (in musi¬ 
cal notation) a whole note; the longest 
note in general use, equal to half the 
length of a breve. 

semd-cen'tenTii'al (sem/esenten,- 
eal), adj. 1. of or relating to a 50th 
anniversary. —n. 2. a 50th anniver¬ 
sary. Also sem'i-cen'te’nar-y. 

sem-i-con-duc-tor (sembkanduk'- 
tar), n. a material, used in diodes, 
whose conductivity is less than that 
of a metal and more than that of an 
insulator. 

sem-i-de-tached (sem/editaCHt,)) 
adj. of or relating to a house joined to 
another by a party wall on one side. 

semd-di-ui-nal (sem'edlur'nl), adj. 

relating to, consisting of, or taking 
half a day; occurring once in each 12 

hours. 
sem-i-fi-nal (sem'efTn'l), adj. of or 
relating to the round preceding the 
final in a contest whose losers are eli¬ 
minated. — sem-i’fi'naHst, n. 

seminal (sem'anl), adj. 1. that origi¬ 
nates something, as an idea, a style, 
etc., and influences future develop¬ 
ment. 2. containing, composed of, or 

relating to semen. 
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sem-i-na-tion (semana'sHan), n. a 
sowing of, impregnation with, or 

spreading of seed. 
sem-i-nif-er-ous (semanif'aras), adj. 

containing, carrying, or producing 

seed or semen. 
sem-i-niv-or-ous (semaniv'aras), adj. 

seed-eating, as certain birds, 
se-mi-ol-o-gy (se'meoFaje), n. See 

semeiology. 
se-mi-ot-ic (se'meot'ik), adj. 1. relat¬ 

ing to signs. 2. of or relating to medical 
symptoms. —n. 3. Also semiotics, a 
comprehensive philosophical theory 

of signs and languages. 
sem-i-o-vip-a-rous(sem'e5vip'aras), 

adj. bearing partially developed 
young, as the kangaroo, 

sem-i-pal-mate (sem'epaFmat), adj. 

partially palmate; half-webbed, as 

the feet of certain birds, 
sen-a-ry (sen'are), adj. of or relating 

to the number six. 
se-nes-cent (sanes'ant), adj. aging; 

becoming old. 
sen-e-schal (sen'aSHal), n. a steward 

in charge of all domestic arrange¬ 
ments and order in a great medieval 

household. 
sen-sate (sen'sat), adj. endowed with 

or perceived by physical sensation, 
sen-sil-lum (sensiFam), n., pi. sen- 

sil-la (sensiFa). a simple sense organ 
composed of one or a small number 
of cells at the end of a sensory nerve 
fiber. 

sen-so-ri-mo-tor (sen'saremb'tar), 
adj. of, having, or relating to both 
sensory and motor functions or parts; 
of or relating to motor activity- in re¬ 
sponse to a sensory stimulus, 

sen-so-ri-um (sensor'eam), n., pi. 

sen-so-ri-ums, sen-so-ri-a (sensor'- 
ea). the brain, or a particular part of 
it, regarded as the seat of all sensation, 

sen-so-ry (sen'sare), adj. of or relating 
to sensation or the senses; of a bodily 
structure, esp. a nerve, that conveys 
impulses that cause sensation, 

sen-ten-tious (senten'sHas), adj. full 
of pithily expressed truths; given to 
self-righteous moralizing, 

sen-tience (sen'sHans), n. the power 

of or capacity for perception through 

the senses. —sen'tient, adj. 

se-pal (sUpal), n. one of the small, 
often green, leaf-like parts covering 
the buds of certain flowers and form¬ 
ing the outermost ring when the flow¬ 

er has opened. 
se-pal•oid(se,paloid), adj. likeasepal. 
sep-a-ra-trix (sep'ara'triks), n., pi. 

sep-a-ra-tri-ces (separa'trisez), 
sep-a-ra-trix-es. something that sep¬ 
arates or marks off one part from an¬ 
other, as a line, decimal point, punc¬ 
tuation mark, etc. 

sep-sis (sep'sis), n. the condition of 
having, the location of, or the pres¬ 
ence of dead and decomposing tissue 
caused by bacterial infection, 

sept (sept), n. a group of people who 
believe themselves to be descended 
from a common ancestor, 

sep-tal (sep'tl), adj. of or relating to a 

septum. 
sep-tate (sep'tat), adj. having a sep¬ 

tum or septa. 
sep-tem-vir (septenrFvar), n., pi. sep- 
tem-virs, sep-tem-vi-ri (septeirF- 

varl). one of a ruling body of seven 
men. —sep-tem'vi-ral, adj. 

sep-tem-vi-rate (septeirdvarit), n. a 
ruling body composed of seven men. 

sep-te-nar-y (sep'taner'e), adj. 1. of, 
relating to, or based on the number 
seven. 2. septennial. —n. 3. a group 
or set of seven. 

sep-ten-de-cil-lion (sep'tendisiF- 
yan), n. a number represented by the 
figure one followed by 54 zeros (but in 
the United Kingdom and Germany 
by the figure one followed by 102 
zeros). 

sep-ten-nial (septen'eol), adj. of, for, 
or every seven years, 

sep-ten-tri-o-nal (septen'treanl), adj. 

northern. See also meridional, 
sept-foil (sept'foil), n. a seven-lobed 
ornament or decorative motif, 

sep-tic (sep'tik), adj. relating to, of 
the nature of, or infected by sepsis, 

sep-ti-ce-mi-a (sep'tise'mea), n. the 
spread of septic matter through the 
blood; blood-poisoning, 

sep-til-lion (septiFyan), n. a number 
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represented by the figure one fol¬ 
lowed by 24 zeros (but in the United 
Kingdom and Germany by the figure 
one followed by 42 zeros), 

sep-tu-a-ge-nar-i-an (sep'CHooaja- 
ner'ean), adj. 1. aged between 70 and 
80 years. —n. 2. a person of this age. 

sep-tum(septam),n.,pl. sep-ta(sep'- 
to), a dividing wall, partition, layer, 
membrane, etc., as between the nos¬ 
trils, the ventricles of the heart, etc. 

sep-ul-cher, sep-ul-chre (sepGlkar), 
n. a tomb or burial place, esp. one cut 
in rock or made of stone. —se-pul'- 
chral, adj. 

sep-ul-ture (sepGlcHar), n. burial; 
the placing of a body in a sepulcher, 

se-qua-cious (sikwa'sHas), adj. fol¬ 
lowing smoothly or logically; co¬ 
herent. 

se-que-la (sikwe'la), n.,pl. se-que-lae 
(sikwe'le). any abnormal condition 
present as a result of some disease. 

se-quentCse'kwant), adj. 1. following; 
following logically or as a matter of 
course. 2. in continuous succession; 
consecutive. 

se-ques-ter (sikwestar), v. to put into 
solitude; to seclude. —se-ques-tra' 

tion, n. 
se-ques-trec-to-my (se'kwestrek'ta- 

me), n. the surgical removal of dead 
splinters or pieces, esp. of bone, 

se-ques-trum (sikwes'tram), «., pi. 

se-ques-tra (sikwes'tra). a bone frag¬ 
ment that has died through disease 
or injury and separated from the nor¬ 

mal bone. 
sere (ser), n. the succession of changes 

in the composition of a plant popula¬ 
tion from the initial colonization by 
plants to the final state of vegetation, 

serein (soran'), n. a fine rain falling 
after sunset from an apparently 

cloudless sky. 
ser-en-dip-i-ty (serandip'ite), n. the 
faculty of accidentally making fortu¬ 
nate discoveries. —ser-en-dip'i- 

tous, adj. 
seriate (ser'eit), adj. in series, 
se-ri-a-tim (ser'ea'tim), adv. singly 

in succession; one after another, 
se-ri-ceous (sirisHGs), adj. silky; 

with a covering of silky down. Also 
ser'i-cate. 

ser-i-cul-ture (serGkul'CHar), n. silk¬ 
worm-breeding to produce raw silk, 

ser-i-graph (serGgraf), n. a print 
made by the silk-screen process, 

se-ri-o-com-ic (ser'ebkom'ik), adj. 

partly serious and partly comic, 
se-rol-o-gy (sirolGje), n. the scientific 

study of the constitution, properties, 
and functions of blood, esp. of blood 
serum. 

se-ro-mu-cous (ser'omyoo'kas), adj. 

relating to or consisting of serum and 
mucus. 

se-ro-si-tis (slrosl'tis), n. inflamma¬ 
tion of one of the thin membranes that 
line certain body cavities and exude 
a serous fluid. 

se-ro-ther-a-py (ser'ot/terGpe), n. 

medical treatment by injections of a 
serum from an immune animal or 
person. 

se-rot-i-nal (sirotGnl), adj. in or relat¬ 
ing to late summer, 

ser-o-tine (serGtin), adj. late in occur¬ 
ring or achieving full development, 
esp. of late-flowering plants, 

ser-o-to-nin (serato'nin), n. a com¬ 
pound crystalline substance that oc¬ 
curs in the brain, intestines, and 
platelets, and brings about narrowing 
of blood vessels and contraction of 

muscles. 
serous (serGs), adj. 1. serum-like. 

2. of, containing, producing, or relat¬ 

ing to serum. 
ser-pi-go (sarpl'go), n. any spreading 

skin disease. 
ser-rate (ser'it), adj. having a notched 

edge like a saw, esp. of leaves. —ser¬ 

ration, n. 

ser-ri-form (serGform), adj. notched 
like the edge of a saw. 

ser-ru-late (ser'yalit), adj. with finely 
toothed edges. —ser-ru-la'tion, n. 

ser-ry (serG), v. to crowd together 

closely. 
se-rum (serGm), «., pi. se-rums, se¬ 

ra (serG). 1. the clear yellow fluid 
that remains when blood has clotted. 
2. such fluid obtained from an animal 
immune to some disease and used as 
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an antitoxic or therapeutic agent 
against that disease. 3. the portion of 
milk left after removal of butterfat, 
casein, and albumin, or after cheese¬ 

making. 
ser-vi-ette (sur'veetO, n. a table nap¬ 
kin. 

ser-vo-mech-an-ism (sur'vomek'o- 
nizm), n. a closed-cycle electronic 
control system in which a large-out¬ 
put mechanism is actuated and con¬ 
trolled by a small-input signal, as the 
movement of a gun turret by a small 
knob. 

ses-qui-cen-ten-ni-al (ses 'kwisen- 
ten'esl), adj. relating to or celebrat¬ 
ing a 150th anniversary, 

ses-qui-pe-da-li-an (ses'kwipida'- 
lean), adj. given to the use of long 
words. 

ses-sile (ses'il), adj. fixed and sta¬ 
tionary, as certain animals or cells, 

ses-tet (sestet^), n. a group of six musi¬ 
cal performers; a piece of music for 
such a group. 

se-ta (se'ta), n., pi se-tae (se'te). a 
bristle or bristle-like process, 

se-ta-ceous (sita'sHas), adj. having or 
resembling bristles. Also se-ti-form 
(sUtaform). 

se-tig-er-ous (sitijGras), adj. bearing 
bristles or bristle-like processes, 

setose (se'tos), adj. having or covered 
with setae. 

set-u-la (sectPala), n., pi set-u-lae 
(sectPale). a short, blunt bristle or 
bristle-like process, 

set-u-lose (sectPalos), adj. having or 
covered with setulae. 

seve (sev), n. French, the distinctive 
fineness and strength of flavor of a 
particular wine. 

seven deadly sins. See deadly sins, 
sex-a-ge-nar-i-an (sek 'sajaner'ean), 

adj. 1. aged between 60 and 70 years. 
—n. 2. a person of this age. 

sex-ag-e-nar-y (seksaj'aner'e), adj. 

of or relating to the number 60. 
sex-a-ges-i-mal (seksajes'amal), adj. 

relating to or based on the number 60. 
sex-cen-te-nar-y (sekssen'tnar'e), 
adj. 1. relating to the number 600 or 
a period of 600 years; celebrating a 

600th anniversary. —n. 2. a 600th 
anniversary; the celebration of a 
600th anniversary. 

sex-de-cil-lion (seks'disiPyan), n. a 
number represented by the figure one 
followed by 51 zeros (but in the 
United Kingdom and Germany by 
the figure one followed by 96 zeros). 

sex-e mar-y (sek'saner'e), adj. 1. of or 
relating to the number 6.2. consisting 
of six parts. 3. based on the number 6. 

sex-en-ni-al (seksen'eal), adj. of, for, 

or every 6 years. 
sex-ol-o-gy (seksoflaje), n. the scien¬ 

tific study of sexual behavior. 
sex-tan (seks'tan), adj. of a fever re¬ 
curring every fifth (or by inclusive 
reckoning sixth) day. See also tertian, 
quartan, quintan. 

sex-til-lion (sekstiPyan), n. a number 
represented by the figure one fol¬ 
lowed by 21 zeros (but in the United 
Kingdom and Germany by the figure 
one followed by 36 zeros). 

shad-dock (sHad'ak), n. the largest 
citrus fruit, that of the tree Citrus 

grandis, with pale-vellow skin and 
edible flesh of a lighter color, esp. the 
larger, coarser, pear-shaped varieties, 
the smaller, rounder varieties being 
known as grapefruit. 

shadow cabinet, (in the British Par¬ 
liament) the appointees made by the 
leadership of the nonincumbent party 
to posts of responsibility correspond¬ 
ing to those of the cabinet of the party 
in power. 

sha-green (sHagren'), n. 1. a kind of 
untanned leather with a rough grainy 
surface made from the skin of a horse, 
ass, seal, shark, etc., and often dyed 
green. 2. the rough skin of certain 
sharks, rays, etc., covered with mi¬ 

nute hard protuberances and used as 
an abrasive. 

sha-man (sHa'man), n. a priest and 
witch-doctor exercising supposed 
powers over the supernatural in the 
primitive religion of northern Asia 
or any similar religion. —sha'man- 
ism, n. 

shan-dy (sHan'de), n. a drink of mixed 
beer and lemonade. 
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shan-dy-gaff (sHan'degaf), n. a drink 
of mixed beer and gingerbeer. 

shan-tung (sHan'tuNG'), n. a soft, 
heavy, usually undyed fabric of thick 
strands of raw silk; a cotton or rayon 
imitation of such fabric. See also 
pongee. 

shash-lik (sHasHlik'), n. a dish of 
cubed, seasoned meatbroiled or roast¬ 
ed on a skewer. Also shish kebab, 

sherd (SHurd), n. 1. a piece of broken 
earthenware. 2. a scale or shell. 3. the 
hard wing-case of a beetle. Also 
shard. 

shib-bo-leth (sHitdalif/i), n. 1. a pass¬ 
word or favorite phrase of a party or 
sect. 2. a word, opinion, style of dress, 
way of behaving, etc., peculiar to and 
distinguishing one type or group of 

persons. 
shin-gles (sHiNG'galz), n., sing, and 
pi. a virus infection of the nerves of 
the skin causing a rash of clustering 
blisters and severe pain. Also herpes 

zoster, zoster, 
ship biscuit. See hardtack, 
shirr (sHur), v. 1. to gather fabric or 

the like with three or more parallel 
threads. 2. to bake, esp. eggs, in a 
shallow dish. 

shish ke-bab (sHisH' kabob')- See 
shashlik. 

shiv-a-ree (sHivare'), n. See chari¬ 

vari. 
shock therapy, a method of psychiat¬ 

ric treatment by injecting drugs or 
administering electric or icepack 
shocks so as to induce convulsions 
which are usually followed by coma, 

shot-peen (sHot'pen), v. to bombard 
(steel) with hard steel shot so as to 

increase its durability, 
shrive (SHrlv), v. 1. to assign a pen¬ 

ance. 2. to absolve; to grant absolu¬ 

tion. 
shut-tie-cock (sHut'lkok), n. any idea, 

object, or person pushed back and 
forth between opposing parties or 
sides, as The refugees’ plight became a 

political shuttlecock. 

shy-lock (sHl'lok), v. (colloquial) to 
lend money at exorbitant interest 

rates. 

si-a-lad-e-ni-tis (sT'alad'anl'tis), n. 

inflammation of one or more salivary 
glands. 

si-al-a-gog-ic (sl'alagoj^ik), adj. pro¬ 
moting the production of saliva. Also 
si-afla-gogue. 

si-a-loid (sT'aloid), adj. saliva-like, 

si-am-oise (se/amwoz,)> n. an S- 
shaped sofa. 

sib1 (sib), adj. 1. related by blood. 
—n. 2. a blood relative. 

sib2 (sib), n. a group descended 
through either the male line only or 
the female line only, 

sib-i-lant (sib'alant), adj. of or denot¬ 
ing any speech sound with some re¬ 
semblance to a hiss, as s, sh, z, etc. 

sib-i-late (sib'alat), v. to hiss, 
sib-ling (sib'liNG), n. a brother or sis¬ 
ter ; any child of the same two parents, 

sic-ca-tive (sik'ativ), adj. having dry¬ 
ing properties; inducing or encour¬ 
aging the absorption of moisture, 

sickle cell, a red blood corpuscle with 
an abnormal shape, often like a sickle, 
because it contains an abnormal 
hemoglobin. 

sic tran-sit glo-ri-a mun-di (sek 
transit glh'rea' moonMe), Latin. 

thus passes away earthly glory, 
side (sld), n. the assumption of su¬ 
periority; an affected manner; im¬ 

pudence. 
side-man (sTd'man), n. one who plays 

an instrument in a band or orchestra, 
si-de-re-al (slder'eal), adj. of, relating 

to, or determined by the stars, 
sid-er-og-ra-phy (sidarog'rafe), n. 

the technique or art of steel engrav¬ 

ings. 
sid-er-o-lite (sid'arallt), n. a meteorite 
composed of approximately half iron 
and half stone-like material, 

sid-er-o-phile (sid'arafil), adj. with 

an affinity for iron, 
sid-er-o-scope (sid'araskop), n. a de¬ 
vice for finding iron or steel splinters 

in the eye. 
sid-er-o-sis (sidaro'sis), n. a lung dis¬ 

ease caused by the inhalation of par¬ 
ticles of iron or of some other metal, 

sid-er-o-stat (sid'arastat), n. an in¬ 
strument for keeping the light from 
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a star in a constant direction as viewed 
through a telescope, by using a mirror 
and clock mechanism to correct for 
the earth’s rotation. See also coelo- 
stat. 

sie-mens (se'manz), n. a unit used in 
measuring electrical conductance, 

equal to one mho. Abbrev.: S. 
si-en-na (seenG), n. earth containing 

iron or iron rust used as a pigment of 
either yellowish-brown or reddish- 
brown color according to whether it 
is raw or has been roasted in a furnace, 

si-efra (seer'a), n. a continuous range 
of mountains or high hills with jagged 
peaks projecting like the teeth of a 
saw. 

sig-il (sij'il), n. a small seal, sometimes 
one set in a finger ring. 

sig-iHate (sijGlat), adj. with stamped 
decorations or markings suggesting 
sigil-like impressions, 

sig’ma-tism (sig'matizm), n. a speech 
defect in which sibilant sounds can¬ 
not be pronounced or are mispro¬ 
nounced. 

sig-moid (sig'moid), adj. crescent- or 
S-shaped resembling the capital and 
noncapital signs for the Greek letter 
sigma. Also sig'mate. 

sig-nal-ment (sig'nlmant), n. a de¬ 
scription in detail of a person’s fea¬ 
tures for identification, esp. by police, 

sig-nifdcs (signif'iks), n. semantics, 
si-lage (sl'lij), n. green fodder for ani¬ 

mals preserved without drying in a 
cylindrical structure above ground or 
a pit in the ground, 

si-li-ceous (silisHGs), adj. containing, 
composed of, or like silica. 

siH-cif-er-ous (silisifGras), n. con¬ 
taining or yielding silica, 

si'lic-i-fy (silis'afl), v. to convert or be 
converted into silica, 

sil’i’de (sil'ikal), n. a short silique. 
siH-co*sis (sibko'sis), n. a chronic 

lung disease caused by the prolonged 
inhalation of siliceous rock dust, af¬ 
fecting stonecutters, coalminers, etc. 

si lic u lose (silik'yalos), adj. bearing 
or resembling a silicle. 

si-lique (silek'), n. a long, pod-like, 
two-valved seed vessel. 

sil-i-quose (silGkwos), adj. bearing 
siliques; having the appearance of a 
silique or silicle. 

silkscreen process, a technique for 
making prints by rolling a squeegee 
over a tightly stretched screen of silk 
or similar material so as to force color 
through the mesh of portions not 
previously sized with glue. 

sil-la-bub(sil,3bub), n. a dish of cream 
or milk whipped with wine, sweet¬ 
ened, and sometimes flavored, as with 
lemon. 

sil-vic-odous (silvik'alas), adj. be¬ 
longing to a woodland habitat; grow¬ 
ing in or inhabiting woodland, 

sil-vi-cul-ture (sil'vakulcHar), «. for¬ 
estry; the growing and tending of 
forest trees. 

sim-i-an (sim'ean), adj. of, relating to, 
resembling, or characteristic of apes 
and monkeys. 

sim-i-le (simple), n. a figure of speech 
explicitly comparing two apparently 
unlike things for the purpose of creat¬ 
ing a heightened effect or emphasis¬ 
ing a particular feature, as He ran like 

the wind. 

srmiH-tude (simil'itood), n. 1. like¬ 
ness, as their similitude of dress. 2. a 
facsimile; that which bears a likeness 
to another, as He is a similitude of his 

father. 3. a guise; a semblance, as It 

was given a similitude of legality. 4. a 
simile, a comparison, an allegory, as 
He illustrated it by similitudes. 

si-mo-nrac (simb'neak), n. one who 
practices simony. 

si-mo-ny (sT'mane), n. the act or prac¬ 
tice of trading in sacred things, 

sim-pa-ti-co (simpa'tiko), adj. agree¬ 
able by virtue of being in sympathy 
with ideas, manner, personality, etc. 

sim-plex (sim'pleks), adj. simple; 
consisting of one substance, part, ac¬ 
tion, etc. 

sim-plism (sim^plizm), n. oversim¬ 
plification; the act or practice of 
choosing to regard, treat, or seize on 
only one aspect of something more 
complex. 

sim-plis-tic (simplis'tik), adj. charac¬ 
terized by simplism. 
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sim-u-la-crum (simyala'krom), n., 

pi. sim-u-la-cra (simyala'kra). a sup¬ 

posed, superficial, or deceptive like¬ 

ness or semblance. 

sim-u-lant (sim'yatant), adj. imitat¬ 

ing; pretending. 

si-mul-cast (sl'malkast), n. a broad¬ 

cast transmitted on television and 

radio at the same time, 

sin-e-cure (sin'3kyd6r,sl'n3kyd6r),n. 

an office yielding honor or profit but 

entailing few or no duties, 

sin-e di-e (sin'e de'e), Latin, without 

a day having been set for resumption; 

indefinitely, as, The meeting was ad¬ 

journed sine die. 

sin-e quanon(si'nekwanon'),Latm. 

an indispensable requirement; an 

essential condition, as His agreement 

was the sine qua non of the plan's 

being put into operation. 

sin-gul-tus (siNGgul'tas), n. a hiccup, 

sin-is-ter (sin'istar), adj. 1. threaten¬ 

ing; of evil omen or appearance; 

wicked, unfavorable. 2. on or relating 

to the left side. 

sin-is-trad (sin'istrad), adv. to the 

left; leftward; sinistrally. 

sin-is-tral (sin'istral), adj. 1. of, relat¬ 

ing to, or on the left; the left. 2. left- 

handed. —sin-is-tral'i-ty, sin-is-tra' 
tion, n. —sin'is-tral-ly, adv. 

sin-is-troc-u-lar (sin'istrok'yalar), 

adj. using the left eye rather than the 

right. See also dextrocular. —sin-is- 
troc-u-lar'i-ty, n. 

sin-is-tro-dex-tral (sinfistrodeks'- 

tral), adj. moving from left to right, 

sin-is-tro-gy-ra-tion (sin fistro 'jlra '- 

SHan), n. the turning to the left of the 

plane of polarization of a ray of polar¬ 

ized light, as caused by certain chemi¬ 

cal substances. Also called levoro- 

tation. 
sin-is-trorse (sin'istrors), adj. with 

whorls rising to the left as viewed 

from inside the spiral, as in certain 

stems and shells. See also dextrorse, 
sin-is-trous (sin'istras), adj. 1. sinis¬ 

ter; unfavorable; disastrous. 2. sinis- 

tral. 
sin-u-ate (sin'yooit), adj. bending in 

and out; wavy; sinuous. 
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sin-u-a-tion (sin'yooa'sHan), n. wavi¬ 

ness; a bend. 

sin-u-os-i-ty (sin 'yooos'ite), n. a curve 

or bend; sinuousness, 

sin-u-ous (sin'yooas), adj. with many 

bends or curves. —sin'u-ous-ness, n. 

si-nus (sl'nas), n. 1. a curving portion; 

a curved recess. 2. a bend or curve. 

3. any cavity, recess, or passage in the 

bone or tissue of the body, as one of 

the cavities in the bone of the skull 

connecting with the nostrils, 

si-nus-i-tis (slnasl'tis), n. inflamma¬ 

tion of a sinus, usually of those con¬ 

necting with the nostrils, 

sip-id (sip'id), adj. with a pleasing 

taste, flavor, or character, 

sip-pet (sip'it), n. a small piece; apiece 

of bread for dipping in gravy, milk, 

or other liquid food; a crouton, 

si-re-ni-an (slre'nean), n. any large, 

aquatic, vegetarian mammal of the 

order that includes manatees, du- 

gongs, and seacows. 

si-ren-ic (siren'ik), adj. of or charac¬ 

teristic of a siren; melodious; irresis¬ 

tibly tempting; dangerously alluring, 

si-ri-a-sis (sirl'asis), n. sunstroke, 

si-tol-o-gy (sltol'aje), n. the medical 

field of study concerned with nutri¬ 

tion and dietetics. 

si-to-ma-ni-a (sltama'nea), n. an ab¬ 

normal or neurotic craving for food, 

si-to-pho-bi-a (sltafo'bea), n. an ab¬ 

normal or neurotic aversion to food, 

sit-u-a-tion-ism (sicH 'ooa'sHanizm), 

n. a theory of psychology that be¬ 

havior is mainly the result of response 

to an immediate situation, 

si-tus (sl'tas), n., pi. si-tus. position; 

the original or proper position, 

sitz-krieg (sits'kreg), n. warfare in 

which action is almost at a standstill 

and frequently stalemated, 

skep (skep), n. a wicker or wooden 

basket or hamper, as frequently used 

on farms. 

skep-to-phy-lax-is (skep'tofilak'sis), 

n. See tachyphylaxis, 
ski-a-graph (skl'agraf), n. a photo¬ 

graph made by the exposure of a sen¬ 

sitive film or plate to x-rays passed 

through an object; shadowgraph. 
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ski-a-scope (skl'askop), n. an instru¬ 
ment for testing the refractive power 
of the eye by reflecting light on to it 
from a mirror and observing the 
movement of the shadow across the 
pupil. Also retinoscope. 

ski-jor-ing (skejor'iNG), n. a sport in 
which a skier is towed, usually by a 
horse or horse-drawn vehicle, 

skim-ble-scam-ble (skim'balskam'- 
bal), adj. jumbled; rambling; absurd, 

skin-tie (skin'tl), v. to build unevenly 
with bricks and mortar so as to create 
a picturesque effect, 

skip-dent (skip'dent), n. an open- 
weave appearance given to a fabric by 
not fixing some of the warp ends (the 
precise ones depending on the effect 
desired) to the loom, so that they are 
not held taut during the weaving, 

skip-pet (skip'it), n. a small, round, 
wooden box to preserve a seal affixed 
to a document, or to protect sealed 
documents. 

skive (sklv), v. to split or pare into 
layers, esp. leather, 

skul-dug-ger-y (skuldug'are), n. dis¬ 
honorable conduct; underhand or 
rascally trickery. 

skulk (skulk), v. 1. to lurk or avoid 
observation, esp. with sinister or 
cowardly motive. 2. to move stealth¬ 
ily. 

slake (slak), v. 1. to relieve or diminish 
by satisfying, as thirst, desire, etc. 2. 
to cool or freshen, as She slaked his 

fevered brow with a cold, damp cloth. 

sla-lom (sla'lam), n. a downhill ski- 
race with a zig-zag course between 
artificial obstacles such as poles or 
gates. 

slat-tern (slat 'arn), n. a slut; a slovenly 
or immoral woman; a prostitute, 

slav-er (slav'ar), v. to let saliva trickle 
from the mouth; to slobber, 

slav-oc-ra-cy (slavok'rase), n. gov¬ 
ernment or domination by slave¬ 
holders. 

sleave (slev), v. 1. to separate a thread 
into filaments. —n. 2. anything rav¬ 
eled or entangled. 

slea-zy (sle'ze), adj. of thin or poor 
texture; flimsy. 
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sleeping sickness, 1. a disease, often 
fatal, characterized by fever, weight 
loss, and extreme lethargy, prevalent 
in parts of W. and S. Africa and 
caused by a parasite transmitted by 
the bite of a tsetse fly; African try¬ 
panosomiasis. 2. a virus disease caus¬ 
ing inflammation of the brain accom¬ 
panied by drowsiness, apathy, mus¬ 
cular degeneration, and impairment 
of vision; encephalitis lethargica. 

sliv-o-vitz (sliv'avits), n. plum bran¬ 
dy, esp. from eastern Europe. 

sloe (slo), n. the fruit of the black¬ 
thorn, small, ovate, bluish-black, and 
with a sour taste. 

slough1 (slou), n. a swamp; a muddy 
area. 

slough2 (sluf), n. 1. an outer layer of 
skin shed periodically, as by a snake, 
etc.; layer of dead tissue cast off from 
the surface of a wound, ulcer, etc. 
—v. 2. to cast off or be cast off, as a 
slough. 

slov-en (sluv'an), n. a person who is 
habitually slipshod or negligent in 
appearance, behavior, or work. 

slub-ber (slub'ar), v. to do hastily and 
without due care. 

slum-gul-lion (slumguflyan), n. 1. a 
dish of stewed meat and vegetables. 
2. any weak, watered-down soup or 
beverage. 

slur-ry (slur'e), n. a suspension con¬ 
sisting of particles of a solid in a liq¬ 
uid, esp. a watery- mixture of clay 
used in ceramic work for decoration, 
etc. 

slur-vi-an (slur'vean), adj. of or re¬ 
lated to slurred speech. —slur'vi-an- 
ism, n. 

smack (smak), n. (slang) heroin. 
small-scale (smoEskaE), adj. small 

in relation to the original, as of a map, 
model, or other representation. 

smarm-y (smar'me), adj. fulsomely 
flattering, ingratiating, or fawning. 

smaze (smaz), n. smoke and haze 
mingled together. 

smeg-ma (smeg'ma), n. a thick, seba¬ 
ceous secretion collecting around the 
clitoris in females or under the fore¬ 
skin of the penis in males. 
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smog (smog), n. smoke and fog min¬ 
gled together. 

smutch (smuCH), v. 1. to smudge, 
dirty, or stain. —n. 2. a smudge or 
stain. 

snail'ing (sna'liNG), n. a spiraling or 
circular pattern made on watch or 
clock parts by means of abrasive disks. 

sniff-ish (snif'isH), adj. contemptu¬ 
ous; disdainful. 

snol-ly-gos-ter (snol'egos'tar), n. 

(colloquial) a clever, unprincipled 
person. 

snoop-er-scope (snoo'parskop), n. a 
device that allows one to detect ob- 
j ects in the dark by transmitting infra¬ 
red rays which are reflected if they 
strike a solid object, received by the 
device, and formed into an image on 
a fluorescent screen. 

snor-kel (snor'kal), n. 1. a funnel-like 
device on submarines consisting of 
tubes reaching above the water to 
take in air and expel foul air and fuel 
exhaust so that the submarine can 
remain below water for long periods. 
2. a tube held in the mouth by persons 
swimming just below the surface of 
the water and reaching above the 

water to permit breathing. 
snow (snd), n. (colloquial) cocaine or 

heroin. 
snowbird (sno'burd), n. (colloquial) 

a person addicted to cocaine or heroin. 
snow blindness, a dimming of vision, 
usually temporary, caused by the 
glare of sun on snow. Also nipha- 

blepsia. 
snow-blink (sno'bliNGk), n. a white 

brilliance on the bottom of clouds 
caused by light reflected up from a 
snow-covered surface. See also ice¬ 

blink. 
snow bunny, a woman or girl who 
goes to ski resorts in the hope of meet¬ 

ing men. 
so-a-ve (sSa'va), n. a dry, white wine 

from the district round Verona, Italy. 
so-bri-quet (so'broka), n. a nickname. 
Social Democratic party, any of 

several political parties of continental 
Europe that advocate a gradual 
change bv democratic processes to 

socialism or a system approaching it. 
social disease, a disease that is spread 

by close contact of people, esp. a 
venereal disease. 

so-cial-ism (so'sHalizm), n. the orga¬ 
nization of society so that the com¬ 
munity as a whole owns and controls 
all sources of wealth and means of 
production and distribution, 

social pathology, any feature of so¬ 
ciety which tends to disorganize it or 
inhibit normal development in its 
members, as poverty, crime, unem¬ 
ployment, etc. 

social science, any of several sci¬ 
ences, or fields of study treated scien¬ 
tifically, concerned with an aspect of 
society, as politics, economics, an¬ 
thropology, etc. 

so-ci-o-ge-net-ic (s5 'sedjanet'ik), 

adj. relating to or affecting social 
development. 

so-ci-o-gen-ic (so'seojen'ik), adj. 

having its origin in or being affected 

by social factors. 
so-ci-ol-o-gism (so'seoEajizm), n. an 
interpretation, notion, etc., in the 
context of social factors and esp. em¬ 
phasizing social factors to the exclu¬ 
sion of other factors concerned. —so- 
ci-ol-o-gis'tic, adj. 

so-ci-om-e-try (so'seonVitre), n. the 
measurement of social attitude by 
means of preferences expressed by 
members of the society, 

so-ci-o-path (sd'seopath), n. one who 

is hostile to society. 
Socratic method, a method of in¬ 

struction and inquiry by posing a 
series of questions so as to develop a 
latent idea in a pupil or lead an oppo¬ 
nent to make admissions that tend to 
establish the proposition he opposes, 

so-dal-i-ty (sSdal'ite), n. 1. com¬ 
panionship; comradeship. 2. a guild, 
association, or society, 

sodium ben-zo-ate (ben'zdit), a 
chemical used mainly as a food pre¬ 
servative and also as an antiseptic, 

sodium bicarbonate, a chemical 
used mainly in making baking pow¬ 
der, soft drinks, and sodium salts, and 
as an antacid and a fire extinguisher. 



sodium carbonate 

sodium carbonate, 1. soda ash, a 
chemical used in making glass, soaps, 
paper, petroleum, and as a cleanser 
and bleach. 2. common washing soda, 
the decahydrated form of sodium 

carbonate. 
sodium citrate, a chemical used in 
the manufacture of soft drinks, in 
photography, and as a blood anti¬ 
coagulant. 

sodium cyc-la-mate (sl'kbmit), a 
chemical used mainly as a sweetening 
agent, esp. in low-calorie foodstuffs. 

sodium fluoride, a chemical used in 
water fluoridation and for killing in¬ 
sects and rodents. 

sodium glutamate. See monosodi¬ 
um glutamate. 

sod-om-y (sodbme), n. unnatural, 
esp. anal, sexual intercourse with a 
man, woman, or animal. 

sof-frit-to (sbfre'to), n. a mixture of 
hot fat, browned onion or garlic, and 
sometimes other vegetables or herbs, 
used in Italian cookery for lightly 
frying or browning meat, etc., before 
stewing it. 

soft goods, items of purchase that 
wear out, as furnishing fabrics, car¬ 
pets, clothes. See also hard goods. 

soft sell, an advertising or merchan¬ 
dising technique employing subtle or 
indirect persuasion. See also hard 
sell. 

soi-di-sant (swadezaN'), adj. French. 

self-styled; alleging himself to be. 

soi-gne (swanya'), adj. arranged or 
performed with care and elegance; 
well-groomed. 

soi-ree, soi-ree (swara'), n. an even¬ 
ing social gathering, esp. for a parti¬ 
cular purpose, as listening to a musi¬ 
cal performance, or a talk, or holding 
a discussion on a specific topic. 

so-lan-der (salan'dar), n. a container 

for maps, photographs, and the like, 
made in the form of a book with the 
front and an edge hinged for ease of 
access. 

solar wind, a mass of protons thrown 
out from the sun by a solar storm and 

disturbing the magnetic fields of the 
planets. 
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sol-dier (sol'jor), n. (slang) a lower- 
echelon member of the Mafia. 

sol-e-cism (sol'isizm), n. any mistake, 
breach of propriety, or inconsistency, 
esp. a grammatical error. 

so-lic-i-tous (salis'itas), adj. anxious; 
concerned, as for or about the wel¬ 
fare or health of a person. —so-lic'i* 
tude, n. 

soH-dar-y (sol'ider'e), adj. distin¬ 
guished by or relating to joint or like 
interests and obligations. 

solid-state, adj. relating to or denot¬ 
ing electronic devices capable of con¬ 
trolling current without moving 
parts, vacuum gaps, or filaments, as 
transistors, piezoelectric devices, etc. 

sol-id-un'gu’late (soliduNG'yolit), 
adj. having an undivided hoof on each 

foot, as a horse. 
soH-fid-i-an (sobfid'eon), n. one who 

believes that salvation can be won by 
faith alone without performing good 
works. 

so-lil-o-quize (salilbkwTz), v. to talk 
while or as if alone, often done in 
drama to reveal a character’s 
thoughts. 

so4il*o-quy (salilbkwe), n. the act of 
or an instance of soliloquizing; the 
words so uttered. 

soHp-sism (sol'ipsizm), n. a philo¬ 
sophical theory that the self is the 
only thing that exists or can be proved 
to exist. 

sol-stice (sol'stis), n. the time when 
the sun is at its farthest distance from 
the equator, occurring twice a year, 
once on about June 21 (summer 
solstice), when it reaches its north¬ 
ernmost point (marked on maps by 
the Tropic of Cancer), and once on 
about December 22 (winter sol¬ 
stice), when it reaches its southern¬ 
most point (marked on maps by the 

Tropic of Capricorn). —sol-sti'tial, 
adj. 

sohute (sol'yoot), n. the substance 
dissolved in any solution. 

sol-vent (sol'vant), adj. 1. able to pay 
all one’s debts. 2. having the power 
to dissolve another substance. 

so-ma (so'ma), n., pi. so'ma-ta (so'- 
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mata), so-mas. a body cell as opposed 

to a germ cell, i.e. one of those cells 
forming the tissues, organs, etc., of 
an organism as opposed to those spe¬ 
cialized for reproduction, 

so-mat-ic (somat'ik), adj. of the body; 
corporeal; physical, 

so-ma-tist (so'matist), n. a psychia¬ 
trist who believes that all mental ill¬ 
nesses are physical in origin, 

so-ma-tol-o-gy (somatol'aje), n. the 
scientific study of the physical char¬ 
acteristics of mankind, 

so-ma-to-to-ni-a (so'matoto'nea), n. 

the personality pattern usually asso¬ 
ciated with the mesomorphic body 
type, characterized by aggressive¬ 
ness and physical energy. See also 
cerebrotonia, viscerotonia. 

som-me-lier (sumalya'), n. a wine- 
waiter. 

som-nam-bu-late (somnam'byalat), 
v. to walk or carry out other actions 
while asleep. — som-nam-bu-la' 
tion, som-nam'bu-lism, n. 

som-ni-fa-cient (somnafa'sHant), 
adj. causing sleep. 

som-nif-er-ous (somnif'aras), adj. 

bringing sleep. 

som-nif-ic (somnif'ik), adj. causing 
sleep. 

som-niloquy (somnil'akwe), n. the 
act or habit of speaking in one’s sleep, 

som-no-lent (som'nalant), adj. 

sleepy; drowsy. —som'no-lence, n. 

— som'no-lent-ly, adv. 

so nant (so'nant), adj. having sound; 
sounding. —so'nance, n. 

so-nar (sb'nar), n. 1. a method of de¬ 
tecting and locating objects under 
wafer by picking up the sound waves 
they transmit or reflect. 2. the appa¬ 
ratus used for such detection and 
location. 

sonde (sond), n. a balloon, rocket, or 
similar device used to observe atmo¬ 
spheric phenomena, 

sone (son), n. a unit of subjective loud¬ 
ness, equal to the loudness produced 
by a tone at 40 decibels above a refer¬ 
ence tone which has been adjusted to 
the minimum audible threshold of a 
group of listeners. 

sonic boom, a sharp bang heard on 
the ground when an aircraft moves 
overhead at a speed just below or 
above the speed of sound and caused 
by the shock wave created, 

sondes (son'iks), n. the science deal¬ 
ing with sound in its practical appli¬ 
cations. 

so-nif-er-ous (samf'aras), adj. carry¬ 
ing or making sound, 

so-no-rous (sanor'as), adj. producing 
or capable of producing sound, esp. a 
rich, deep sound. —so-nor'i-ty, n. 

soo-gee (soo'je), n. 1. a soapy or deter¬ 
gent solution for cleaning decks and 
paintwork. —v. 2. to clean the decks, 
bulkheads, etc., of a vessel, 

sop (sop), n. a piece of bread or similar 
solid food dipped or soaked in liquid 
food. 

soph-ism (sof'izm), n. a deceptive or 
fallacious argument or belief. — soph' 
ist, soph'ist-er, n. —soph'ist-ry, n. 

—so-phis'tic, adj. 

so-phis-ti-cat-ed (safis'takatid), adj. 

not simple; complex; complicated; 
of many parts, as a machine or an 
organization. 

soph-o-mor-ic (sofamor'ik), adj. re¬ 
sembling or reminiscent of a sopho¬ 
more, esp. in pretending to know 
more than he does, in being childishly 
overconfident, or the like, 

so-phros-y-ne (safros'ane), n. self- 
control ; moderation; prudence, 

so-por (sS'par), n. an unnatural state 
of deep sleep or lethargy, 

sop-o-rif-er-ous (soparif'aras), adj. 

bringing sleep. 
sop-o-rif-ic (soparif'ik), adj. produc¬ 

ing or tending to produce sleep, 
sop-o-rose (sop'aros), adj. abnormal¬ 

ly sleepy; characterized by abnor¬ 
mally deep sleep; comatose, 

sor-did (sor'did), adj. dirty; squalid; 
extremely poor and shabby, 

so-ror-ate (sor'arat), n. marriage of 
one man with two sisters, either con¬ 
secutively or concurrently, 

so-ror-i-cide (saror'isld), n. one who 
kills his or her sister, 

sor-rel (sor'al), n. a light reddish- 
brown color. 
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sor-ti-lege (sor'talij), n. divination by 
drawing lots; the drawing of lots for 

divination. 
sot-to vo-ce (sot'o vo'cHe), in a whis¬ 
per or undertone; in a quiet voice to 
avoid being overheard, 

sou-bise (soobez'), n. a white or brown 
sauce containing pureed onions, 
served with various meats, 

sou-brette (soobret'), n. a vivacious, 
pert, or coquettish young woman, 

souf-fle (soofla'), «• (in medicine) a 
low murmur or blowing sound such 
as is listened for with the aid of a 

stethoscope. 
sough (sou), v. to make a sighing, 
rushing, or rustling sound, as of a 
wind blowing through trees, 

sou mar-que (sbo' marka'), pi. sous 
marques (soo' marka'). something 

of little or no value, 
sound spectrogram, a record made 
by a sound spectrograph, 

sound spectrograph, an electronic 
device for making a graphic record of 
the frequency, intensity, duration, 
and variation of a sound or succession 

of sounds. 
soup-9on (soopsoN'), n. a trace; a fla¬ 

vor; a hint or suspicion, 
sou-tache (sootasH'), n. narrow, flat, 

ornamental braid, usually made of 
mohair, silk, or rayon, 

sou-ter-rain (sootaran'), n. an under¬ 
ground passage or building; a grotto, 

south-paw (sout/z'po), n. (colloquial) 

a left-handed person, 
space-time (spas'tlm'), n. a philo¬ 

sophical concept of a fusion of space 
and time regarded as a four-dimen¬ 
sional continuum in which all physi¬ 
cal entities exist and can be located, 

spa-do (spa'do), n., pi spa-do-nes 
(spado'naz). a castrated man or ani¬ 

mal. 
spaetz-le (sHpet'sla), n. a dish of small 

dumplings or thread-like pieces made 
from a batter of flour, milk, eggs, and 
salt poured through a coarse colander 
into boiling water before being 
drained to serve tossed in butter or in 
a soup, sauce, or stew, 

spall (spol), n. 1. a splinter or chip, esp. 

of stone or metal ore. —v. 2. to break 
or split into small pieces or chips, 

spa-ne-mi-a (spane'mea), n. anemia. 

Spanish fly, powder made from cer¬ 
tain brilliant green beetles found 
abundantly in Spain and used medi¬ 
cinally as a skin irritant, diuretic, and 
aphrodisiac. Also cantharides. 

sparge (sparj), v. 1. to sprinkle. — n. 

2. a scattering. 
spar-ver (spar'var), n. a tent-shaped 

canopy or curtain over a bed. 
spasm (spaz'am), n. a sudden, violent, 

involuntary contraction of a muscle, 
spas-mod-ic (spazmod'ik), adj. relat¬ 

ing to or similar in nature to a spasm; 
characterized by spasms, 

spas-mo-phil-i-a (spazmafil'ea), n. an 
abnormal condition in which spasms, 
convulsions, or tetany are brought on 
by only a little mechanical or electri¬ 
cal stimulation. —spas-mo-phil'ic, 

adj. 
spas-tic (spas'tik), adj. 1. relating to, 

of the same nature as, or characterized 
by involuntary muscular contrac¬ 
tions, esp. the long-continued con¬ 
tractions known as tonic spasms. —n. 
2. a person afflicted by such spasms; 
a person suffering from cerebral 

palsy. 
spastic paralysis, an abnormal con¬ 

dition in which muscles are affected 
by tonic spasm and alteration in re¬ 

flexes. 
spate (spat), n. a sudden rush or out¬ 
burst, as of water, words, customers, 

etc. 
spathe (spaTH), n. a single bract or a 
pair of bracts, frequently brightly 
colored, borne on the same axis as and 
enveloping a flower spike or cluster. 
— spa-tha'ceous, spa'those, adj. 

spa-ti-og-ra-phy (spa'SHeog'rafe), n. 

the study of outer space, esp. of phe¬ 
nomena likely to affect missiles and 

spacecraft. 
spat-ter-dash (spat'ardaSH), n. a long 

gaiter or legging to protect the cloth¬ 
ing on the legs from rain, splashing 

mud, etc. 
spavined (spav'ind), adj. in a worn- 

out or broken-down condition. 
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spay (spa), v. to remove the ovaries of 
a female animal. 

spe-cia-li-te de la mai-son (spesya- 
leta' da la mazoN'), French, a dish for 
which a restaurant is noted; a res¬ 
taurant’s speciality, 

spe-ci-a-tion (spe'SHea'sHan), n. the 
origination of a species; the process 
by which new species originate, 

spe-cie (spe'sHe), n. coined money, 
spe cies (spe^SHez), n. a group of- 
things or individuals having some 
characteristics in common; a sort or 
kind. 

spe-cious (spe'sHas), adj. superficial¬ 
ly good or right but inwardly false; 
plausible. 

spec-tro-bo-lom-e-ter (spektrobo- 
lom'itar), n. an instrument combin¬ 
ing a spectroscope and a bolometer, 
used for finding accurately the distri¬ 
bution of radiant energy in a spec¬ 
trum. 

spec • tro -chem-is • try (spek 'trok em' - 
istre), n. the branch of chemistry con¬ 
cerned with analyzing substances by 
means of the light spectra they absorb 
or produce. —spec-tro-chem'i-cal, 
adj. 

spec-tro-col-o-rim-e-try (spek 'tro- 
kuharim'itre), n. the measuring of 
color quantities by means of a spec¬ 
trophotometer. 

spec-tro-gram (spek'tragram), n. a 
photograph or other representation 
of a light spectrum, 

spec-tro-graph (spek'tragraf), n. a 
device for producing a light spectrum 
and making a photograph or other 
representation of it. 

spec-tro-he-li-o-gram (spek 'trohe'- 
leagram), n. a photograph produced 
by a spectroheliograph. 

spec-tro-he-li-o-graph (spek'trohe'- 
leagraf), n. a photographic apparatus 
that can be set so that only light of a 
certain wavelength reaches the pho¬ 
tographic plate and which is used for 
making photographs of the sun in a 
given monochrome so that the details 
of the sun’s surface appear as they 
would if the sun emitted only that 
given monochrome. 

spec-tro-he-li-o-scope (spek/tr5he,~ 
leaskop), n. a spectroheliograph or a 
form of it that produces a visual in¬ 
stead of photographic image, 

spec-trol-o-gy (spektrol'aje), n. the 
study of ghosts or other apparitions, 

spec-trom-e-ter (spektrom'itar), n. 
an optical instrument for producing 
light spectra and making measure¬ 
ments of them, as of their wavelength, 
amount of refraction, etc. 

spec-tro-mi-cro-scope (spek'tro- 
ml'kraskop), n. a combined spectro¬ 
scope and microscope, 

spec-tro-pho-to-e-lec-tric (spek 7tr5- 
fo'toilek'trik), adj. relating to the 
connection between the wavelength 
of the radiation striking and the num¬ 
ber of electrons set free by a substance 
during photoelectric effect, 

spec-tro-pho-tom-e-ter (spek 'trofo- 
tom'itar), n. an instrument for mea¬ 
suring and comparing the light inten¬ 
sity of different parts of a spectrum, 

spec-tro-po-lar-im-e-ter (spek ;tro- 
po'larim'itar), n. a combined spec¬ 
troscope and polarimeter used for 
measuring the amount by which dif¬ 
ferent solutions cause plane-polar¬ 
ized light of various wavelengths to 
rotate. 

spec-tro-po-lar-i-scope (spek 'tropo- 
lar'iskop), n. a combined spectro¬ 
scope and polariscope. 

spec-tro-ra-di-om-e-ter (spek'tr5- 
ra 'deom'itar), n. a combined spectro¬ 
scope and radiometer, used for deter¬ 
mining the distribution of radiant 
energy in a light spectrum, 

spec-tro-scope (spek'traskop), n. an 
optical instrument for producing and 
examining visible spectra, i.e. spec¬ 
tra of light and radiation, by passing 
the light or radiation through a slit, 
arranging it in parallel rays by means 
of a collimator, and separating it into 
its component elements by means of 
a prism. 

spec-tros-co-py (spektros'kape), n. 
the science concerned with the use of 
the spectroscope and with analyzing 
bodies and substances by means of 

the spectra they produce. 
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spectrum (spek'tram), rt., pi. spec¬ 
tra (spek'tra). 1. the effect produced 
when electromagnetic radiations are 
resolved into their component waves 
which are then arranged according to 
their wavelength and range. 2. any 
part of the entire electromagnetic 
spectrum, as the audio spectrum, 
but esp. the spectrum of light, 
which appears as bands of violet, 
indigo, blue, green, yellow, orange, 
and red in order of increasing 
wavelength. 

spec-u-lar (spek'yabr), adj. of or hav¬ 
ing the properties of a mirror, 

spec-u-lum (spek'yabm), n.,pl. spec 
u-la (spek'yab), spec-u-lums. 1. a 
mirror, usually made of polished 
metal, esp. one on or in an optical 
instrument. 2. a surgical instrument 
for dilating an inaccessible body cav¬ 
ity or passage to make inspection 

possible. 
spe-lae-an, spe-le-an (spilebn), adj. 

of, relating to, or living in caves, 
spe-le-ol-o-gy, spe-lae-ol-o-gy (spe- 
leolbje), n. the scientific exploration 
and study of caves. —spe-le-offo- 

gist, n. 

spe-lunk (spiluNGk'), v. to explore 
caves. —spe-lun'ker, n. 

Spen-ce-ri-an (spenser'ean), adj. re¬ 
lating to or characteristic of a hand¬ 
writing style in which the letters are 
clear, rounded, and slope to the right, 

sper-ma-cet-i (spurmaset'e), n. a 
white, waxy substance obtained from 
the head of the sperm whale and used 
mainly in making soap, cosmetics, 
candles, in glazing fabrics, and as an 
emollient in certain medical prepara- 
sions. Also cetaceum. 

sper-ma-ry (spur'mare), n. an organ 
for generating sperm; a testis, 

sper-mat-ic (spurmat'ik), adj. of, re¬ 
lating to, or similar to sperm; seminal. 
Also sper'mic. 

sper-mat-o-gen-e-sis (spurmat'- 
ajen'isis), n. the formation and de¬ 
velopment of spermatozoa. —sper- 
ma-tog'e-nous, adj. 

sper-ma-toid (spur'matoid), adj. 

sperm-like. 
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sper-ma-tor-rhe-a (spur'motareb), 
n. abnormally frequent involuntary 

ejaculation of semen, 
sper-ma-to-zo-on (spur'matozobn), 
«., pi. sper-ma-to-zo-a (spur'mata- 
z5b). one of the mature male repro¬ 

ductive cells in semen, which may 
fertilize the female’s ovum, 

sper-mi-o-gen-e-sis (spur'meojen'- 

isis), n. the final process in the devel¬ 
opment of spermatozoa from male 

germ cells. 
sperm oil, a thin, yellow liquid ob¬ 

tained from the sperm whale and used 
mainly as a lubricant for watches, 
scientific apparatus, and other intri¬ 
cate light machinery, 

sper-mous (spur'mas), adj. relating 
to or having the properties of sperm, 

sperm whale, a large whale of warm 
oceans, having a large cavity in its 
head containing sperm oil, which is 
valued in itself and from which sper¬ 
maceti is obtained. Also cachalot, 

sphac-e-late (sfasblat), v. to become 
or cause to become affected with 

sphacelus. 
sphac-e-lus (sfasbbs), n. a mass of 

gangrenous tissue. 
sphag-num moss (sfag'nam), n. any 

of a large number of soft mosses com¬ 
prising a genus, growing on swamps 
and bogs and used mainly for surgical 
dressings, packing of plants and the 
like, and potting of plants, 

sphe-nic (sfe'nik), adj. shaped like a 
wedge. Also sphe'noid. 

sphe-no-gram (sfe'nagram), n. any 
of the wedge-shaped characters in 
cuneiform writing. 

sphe-nog-ra-phy (sfenog'rafe), n. the 
art of or study of cuneiform writing, 

spher-al (sfer'al), adj. of, pertaining 
to, or having the form of a sphere. 

spher-ics1 (sfer'iks), n. the geometry 
and trigonometry of figures described 
in or on the surface of a sphere. 

spher-ics2 (sfer'iks), n. a branch of 
meteorology in which electronic de¬ 
vices are used to study the atmosphere 
and in particular those aspects relat¬ 
ing to weather forecasting, 

sphe-rom-e-ter (sfirom'itar), n. an 
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instrument used to measure the cur¬ 
vature of spheres and of curved sur¬ 
faces such as lenses, 

spher-ule (sfer'ool), n. a small sphere 
or globe. 

sphinc-ter (sfiNck'tar), n. a ring of 
voluntary or involuntary muscle en¬ 
circling the orifice of a hollow organ 
or the wall of a tubular organ and able 
to close or narrow it, as oral, anal, or 
cardiac sphincter. 

sphra-gis-tic (sfrajis'tik), adj. of or 
relating to seals or signet rings, 

sphra-gis-tics (sfrajis'tiks), n. the 
study of or knowledge of seals or sig¬ 
net rings. 

sphyg-mic (sfig'mik), adj. of or relat¬ 
ing to the pulse. 

sphyg-mo-gram (sfig'magram), n. a 
record made by a sphygmograph. 

sphyg-mo-graph (sfig'magraf), n. an 
instrument for making a graphic 
record, as a tracing or diagram, of the 
strength and rapidity of, and any 
variations in the arterial pulse, 

sphyg-moid (sfig'moid), adj. resem¬ 
bling an arterial pulse, 

sphyg-mo-ma-nom-e-ter (sfig'mb- 
manom'itar), n. an instrument which 
is used in conjunction with a stetho¬ 
scope for measuring blood pressure 
and which consists of a manometer 
and an inflatable cuff to constrict an 
artery. 

sphyg-mom-e-ter (sfigmom'itar), n. 

an instrument for measuring the 
strength of the arterial pulse, 

spi-cate (spl'kat), adj. with points or 
spikes, as a plant. 

spic-u-late (spik'yalat), adj. small and 
needle-like in shape, 

spic-ule (spik'yool), n. a small, 
needle-like body, part, process, or the 
like. Also spic'u-lum, pi. spic'u-la. 

spiel (spel), n. (colloquial) a high- 
flown, extravagant speech or story, 

esp. to attract people to buy or to 
attend some performance. —spiel' 

er, n. 

spike-nard (splk'nard), n. See nard. 

spile (spll), n. 1. a wooden peg or plug, 
esp. for stopping up an opening. —v. 

2. to stop up with a peg or plug. 

spil-li-kin (spil'akin), n. a jackstraw; 
one of a heap of small rods of wood, 
plastic, etc., used in a game in which 
the object is to remove each rod with¬ 
out disturbing the rest, 

spin-drift (spin'drift), n. spray blown 
along the surface of the sea. 

spi-nes-cent (splnes'ont), adj. with a 
spiny end; spine-bearing; becoming 
or being spine-like, 

spi-nif-er-ous (splnif'aras), adj. bear¬ 
ing or covered with spines, 

spin-ner-et (spin'oret), n. an organ of 
insects such as spiders or a device on 
a machine making synthetic yarn 
through which a fine thread is ex¬ 
truded. 

spi-nose (spl'nos), adj. bearing, cov¬ 
ered with, or armed with spines, 
thorns, or sharp projections, as a 
plant or animal; resembling a spine. 
Also spi'nous. 

spin-thar-i-scope (spint/zar'iskop), n. 

an instrument used to observe alpha 
particles by making them visible as 
flashes on a fluorescent screen, 

spi-nule (spl'nyool), n. a small spine, 
spi-ra-cle (spi'rokol), n. 1. a hole giv¬ 

ing access to air. 2. openings on the 
side of an insect’s body through 
which it breathes. 

spi-rif-er-ous (splrif'aras), adj. hav¬ 
ing a spire or spiral appendages, 

spi-ril-lum (splril'om), n., pi. spi-ril- 
la (splril'a). any of various cork- 
screw-shaped species of bacteria sev¬ 
eral of which cause disease in man. 

spir-it-ism (spir'itizm), n. a doctrine 
or practice based on spiritualism, 

spiritual incest, sexual intercourse 
between persons baptized or con¬ 
firmed together. 

spi-ri-tu-el (spirficHooel'), adj. hav¬ 
ing or exhibiting refinement and 
grace in mind, wit, or movement. 

spi-ri-tus fru-men-ti (spir'itas froo- 
men'tl), whiskey. 

spi-ro-chete (spT'raket), n. any of sev¬ 
eral species of long spiral bacteria 
many of which cause disease in man 
and one of which causes syphilis, 

spi-ro-che-to-sis (spl'roketo'sis), n. 

any disease caused by a spirochete. 
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spi-ro-graph (spl'ragraf), n. an in¬ 
strument for recording the move¬ 
ments concerned with respiration, 

spi-roid (spl'roid), adj. nearly spiral; 
resembling a spiral, 

spi rom e ter (splrom'itor), n. an in¬ 
strument used to measure lung ca¬ 

pacity. 
spitch-cock (spicH'kok), n. an eel 
split or cut up and broiled or fried, 

splanch-nic (splaNGk'nik), adj. of or 
relating to the viscera, 

splanch-nol-o-gy (splaNGknol'aje), rt. 
the branch of medicine concerned 
with the viscera. 

spleen (splen), rt. 1. a ductless gland, 
in mammals situated at the left side 
under the diaphragm, of which the 
main functions are to form anti¬ 
bodies, to destroy red blood cells at 
the end of their life, and to store red 
blood cells. 2. ill-nature; peevish¬ 
ness. 

splen dif er ous (splendif'sras), adj. 

(colloquial) magnificent; splendid, 
splen-dent (splen'dont), adj. shining; 

brilliant; lustrous. 
sple-nec-to-my (splinek'tame), n. the 

surgical removal of part or all of the 
spleen. 

sple-net-ic (splinet'ik), adj. of, relat¬ 
ing to, or affecting the spleen; ill- 
natured; irritable; spiteful, 

splen-ic (sple'nik), adj. of, relating to, 
or affecting the spleen, 

sple-ni-tis (splinl'tis), n. inflamma¬ 
tion of the spleen. 

spon-dy-li-tis (spondaictis), n. a med¬ 
ical disorder in which the vertebrae 

are inflamed. 
spon-sion (spon'sHan), n. a promise, 

esp. an engagement to act as surety 
for another person, 

spon-son (spon'san), n. a structure 
projecting from a ship’s or other ves¬ 
sel’s side, as a gun platform, the edge 
of a paddle box, a buoyancy tank, or a 
canoe. 

spoor (spoor), n. a track or trail, esp. 
of a person or animal being pursued 
or hunted. 

spo-rad-ic (sporad'ik), adj. recurring 
at irregular intervals of time. 

spo-ri-cide (spor'isld), n. a substance 
or preparation used to kill spores, 

spo-rif-er-ous (sporif'aras), adj. bear¬ 

ing or capable of bearing spores, 
spo-ro-gen-e-sis (sporajen'isis), n. 

the formation and development of 

spores. 
Sprach-ge-fuhl (sHpraKH'gafyl), n. 

German, an instinctive grasp of the 
spirit of a language, esp. conscious¬ 
ness of what is acceptable usage in a 
particular language’s grammar or 

idiom. 
spritz-er (sprit'sar), n. a drink made 
from wine and soda water and served 
chilled in tall glasses, 

sprue (sproo), n. a chronic condition 
in which inability to absorb certain 
food constituents, esp. fats, leads to 
diarrhea and ulceration of the lining 
of the digestive tract, the condition 
being caused by malnutrition and oc¬ 
curring most often in the tropics, 

spu-mes-cent (spyoomes'ant), adj. 

foaming; frothy. 
spu-ri-ous (spyoor'eas), adj. not gen¬ 
uine; of counterfeit origin; bastard; 
of illegitimate birth, 

spu-tum (spvoo'tam), n., pi. spu-ta 
(spyoo'ta). spittle, esp. that mixed 
with mucus or pus expectorated by 
persons with diseases of the throat or 

lungs. 
squa-ma (skwa'mo), n., pi. squa mae 
(skwa'me). a scale or scale-like part, 
as of skin or bone. 

squa-ma tefskwa'mat), adj. furnished 
with or covered with squamae. 
— squa-ma'tion, «. 

squa-mi-form (skwa'maform), adj. 

in the shape of a squama, 
squa-mo-sal (skwomo'sol), adj. of or 

relating to the thin, scale-like portion 
of skull behind the ear which articu¬ 
lates with the bones of the lower jaw. 

squa mous (skwa'mas), adj. covered 
with, composed of, or resembling 
squamae. 

squam-u-lose (skwam'yolos), adj. 

having or covered with small squa¬ 
mae. 

square mile, a unit used in measuring 
area, equal to the area contained by 
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a square whose sides each measure 
one mile. Abbrev.: sq. mi., mi2, 

square millimeter, a unit used in 
measuring area, equal to the area con¬ 
tained by a square whose sides each 
measure one millimeter. Abbrev.: sq. 
mm., mm2. 

squar-rose (skwar'os), adj. with a 
rough or ragged surface, 

squas-sa-tion (skwosa'sHan), n. a 
form of or device for torture or pun¬ 
ishment in former times, in which the 
victim had his arms bound behind, 
his feet heavily weighted and was 
jerked up and down on a rope passing 
under his arms. See also strappado, 

squib (skwib), n. 1. a short, witty com¬ 
position or saying. 2. a short item of 
news used as a filler in a newspaper, 

squint (skwint), n. strabismus, 
sta-bile (sta'bil), adj. 1. fixed; stable. 

—n. 2. a piece of sculpture consisting 
of immobile pieces attached to sup¬ 
ports. See also mobile, 

stac-ca-to (staka'to), adj. sharply dis¬ 
connected; composed of abruptly 
disjointed words, notes, movements, 
or the like. 

stac-tom-e-ter (staktom'itar), n. an 
instrument for finding the number of 
or the weight of individual drops in 
a volume of liquid. Also stalag- 
mometer. 

sta-dim-e-ter (stadim'itar), n. an in¬ 
strument for measuring the angle 
subtended by an object of known 
height and from it determining the 
distance of the object from the ob¬ 
server. 

sta-di-om-e-ter (stadeom'itar), n. an 
instfument that runs a toothed wheel 
over curves, dashed lines, and the like 
to measure their length, 

stag-ing (sta'jiNG), n. scaffolding; a 

temporary support, 
staid (stad), adj. sedate or steady in 
character or bearing, 

sta• lac-ti"form (stslak'taform), adj. 
shaped like or similar to a stalactite, 

sta-lac-tite (stalak'tlt), n. an icicle¬ 
like formation of crystalline calcium 
carbonate built up by the dripping of 
water through overlying limestone 

Star Chamber 

and hanging from the roof or wall of 
a cave or the like. 

sta-lag-mite (stalag'mlt), n. a deposit 
on the floor of a cave or the like, re¬ 
sembling an inverted stalactite and 
formed in the same way. 

stal ag•mom-e-ter (stalagmom1 itar), 
n. See stactometer. 

sta-men (sta'man), n. the male repro¬ 
ductive organ of a flowering plant, 
consisting of the anther, which has 
two lobes each with two pollen sacs, 
borne at the apex of the slender fila¬ 
ment. 

stam-inate (stam'anit), adj. of or de¬ 
noting a flower with stamens but no 
pistil, and therefore male, 

stam-i-nif-er-ous (stamanif'aras), 
adj. bearing or capable of bearing 
stamens. 

stam-i-no-dy (stam'ano'de), n. the 
transformation into a stamen of some 
other part of a flower, as a petal, 

stanch (stonCH), v. to check the flow, 
as of blood, from a leak, 

stanch-less (stonCH' lis), adj. unstop¬ 
pable; incessant. 

standard of living, the degree of ma¬ 
terial comfort enjoyed in everyday 
life by a community, class, or person, 

stan-na-ry (stan'are), n. a tin-mining 
area. 

stan-num (stan'am), n. tin. 
sta-pes (sta'pez), «., pi. sta-pes, sta- 
pe-des (stape'dez). a small stirrup¬ 
shaped bone in the middle ear of 
mammals. 

staph-y-lo-coc-cus (staf'alakok'as), 
n.,pl. staph-y-lo-coc-ci (staf'alakok'- 
sl). any of several species of bacteria, 
globular in form and tending to clus¬ 
ter, certain of which cause severe but 
localized infections in man, as absces¬ 
ses, carbuncles, etc. 

staph-y-lo-ma (stafslo'ma), n. an ab¬ 
normal localized bulge on the eyeball, 
from a variety of causes, 

staph-y-lor-rha-phy (stafalor'afe), n. 
a surgical operation to join a cleft 

palate. 
Star Chamber, 1. (in Tudor England) 

the Privy Council sitting to try civil 
and criminal cases, especially those 
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affecting Crown interests, until its 
abolition in 1641 for being arbitrary 
in its judgments. 2. any tribunal, 
committee, or the like whose methods 

are unfair. 
starveling (standliNG), adj. starving; 

underfed. 
sta-sis (sta'sis), n. the state of balance 
or inactivity brought about by oppos¬ 
ing equal forces or powers, 

stat-ics (stat'iks), n. the branch of 
physics dealing with the action of 
forces on bodies at rest. See also 
dynamics. 

stat-ism (sta'tizm), n. the belief in or 
policy of putting the control of eco¬ 
nomic, political, and other such mat¬ 
ters in the hands of the state instead 
of the individual. —statist, n. 

sta-tis-tics (statis'tiks), n. the branch 
of study concerned with collecting, 
classifying, analyzing, and interpret¬ 
ing facts, esp. numerical facts, 

stat-o-cyst (stat'asist), n. an organ of 
balance present in certain inverte¬ 
brates such as flatworms and crusta¬ 
ceans and consisting of a sac contain¬ 
ing sensory cells and granules of sand, 
lime, etc., the granules stimulating 
the cells as the animal moves. 

stat'O'lith (stat'olit/O, n. 1. one of the 
granules present in a statocyst. 2. a 
solid inclusion, frequently a starch 
grain, in a plant cell, free to change 
position under the influence of grav¬ 
ity and assumed to cause correspond¬ 
ing change in the position of the plant, 

sta-tor (sta'tar), n. a stationary or fixed 
part of an electrical machine, esp. of 
a generator. 

sta-tusquo(sta,t3skwo,)( the existing 
or previous state of affairs. Also sta; 
tus in quo'. 

steady state theory, the theory that 
the universe is constantly expanding 
and can continue to do so without 
limit. See also big bang theory, 

steal-age (steHij), n. 1. stealing. 2. loss 
due to stealing. 

steamboat Gothic, a style of archi¬ 
tecture in the 19th century United 
States characterized by elaborate or¬ 
namentation around windows and 

doors and on beams and rails, etc., in 
imitation of river steamboats, 

ste-a-tite (ste'otlt), n. soapstone, a 
grayish-green or brown variety of 
talc with a waxy feel used in cosmetics 
and as a pigment in ceramics, 

ste-a-to-py-gi-a (ste'atbpl'jeo), n. a 
large deposit of fat on and around the 
buttocks, esp. of women, as among 
Hottentots, Bushmen, and other 
peoples of southern Africa, 

ste-a-tor-rhe-a (stestore's), n. the 
presence of an abnormal amount of 
fat in the feces causing diarrhea with 
consequent weight loss and due to 
disease of the pancreas or intestine, 
to malnutrition, and other causes. 
Also ste-ar-rhe'a. 

steel-yard (stel'yard), n. a lever with 
unequal arms used as a balance, the 
item to be weighed hanging from the 
shorter arm and a movable counter¬ 
poise being pushed along the cali¬ 
brated longer arm to give a reading 
of weight. 

steeve (stev), n. 1. a long derrick or 
boom used to lift and lower cargo into 
a ship’s hold. —v. 2. to pack tightly, 

as cargo in a ship’s hold, 
ste-le (ste'le), rt., pi. ste-les, ste-lai 
(ste'll). an upright slab or pillar of 
stone bearing a sculptured design or 
inscription used as a gravestone or 
other marker. 

stel-late (stel'it), adj. star-shaped, 
stel-lif-er-ous (stelif'aras), adj. hav¬ 

ing, esp. many, stars, 
stel-li-form (stelUform), adj. star¬ 

shaped. 
St.- E-mi-li-on (santame'lean), n. a dry 

claret from the parish of St. Emilion, 
Bordeaux, France. 

stem turn, a ski-turn in which the 
skier pushes the heel of one ski out¬ 
ward, so that it glides over the snow 
at an angle to the direction of move¬ 
ment and points in the direction to be 
turned to, and then shifts weight and 
brings the other ski parallel, 

sten-o-cho-ric (stenakor'ik), adj. not 
widely distributed, as of a plant or 
animal. See also eurychoric. 

sten-o-graph (sten'agraf), n. a ma- 
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chine resembling a typewriter for 
writing in one of various shorthand 
systems. 

sten-o-ha-line (stenoha'lln), adj. able 
to tolerate only a slight variation in 
the salinity of its environment. See 
also euryhaline. 

sten-o-pe-ic (stenape'ik), adj. 1. hav¬ 
ing or relating to a narrow slit or other 
minute opening. —n. 2. an appliance 
worn over the eyes for keeping out 
bright sunlight and consisting of a 
piece of cardboard, metal, wood, or 
the like with a narrow horizontal slit, 

sten-o-pet-al-ous (sten'opet'alos), 
adj. having narrow petals, 

ste-noph-a-gous (stmof'agas), adj. 
able to live on a narrow range of food¬ 
stuffs. See also euryphagous. 

sten-o-phyl-lous (sten'ofil'as), adj. 
narrow-leaved. 

ste-nosed (stinost'), adj. exhibiting 
stenosis; of abnormal narrowness, 

ste-no-sis (stino'sis), n. a medical con¬ 
dition of abnormal narrowness of an 
opening, tube, or vessel, as of an 
artery, etc. 

sten-o-ther-mal (stenat/zur'mal), adj. 
able to tolerate only a narrow varia¬ 
tion in the surrounding temperature. 
See also eurythermal. 

sten-o-ther-mo-phile (stenat/zur'- 
mafil), n. an obligate bacterium 
growing best at temperatures not 
lower than 60°C. —sten-o-thur-mo- 

phil'ic, adj. 
sten-o-top-ic (stenatop'ik), adj. able 
to withstand only narrow variation in 
environmental conditions, as tem¬ 
perature, humidity, etc. See also 
feurytopic. 

sten-o-typ-y (sten'atlpe), n. short¬ 
hand in which the shortened forms 
of words or groups of words consist 
of written or typed alphabetic letters, 
as distinct from phonetic or other 

symbols. 
sten-to-ri-an (stentor'ean), adj. with 

a very loud or powerful voice or 
sound. Also sten-to'ri-ous. 

steppe (step), n. a vast, grassy, largely 
treeless plain in the temperate zone, 

as across Eurasia. 

ster-co-ra-ceousCsturkara'sHasXady. 
of, like, or relating to dung or feces, 

ster-co-ric-o-lous (sturkarik'alas), 
adj. inhabiting dung, 

stere (ster), n. a unit of the metric sys¬ 
tem for solid measures, equal to one 
cubic meter, and used chiefly in mea¬ 
suring blocks of timber. Abbrev.: s. 

ster-e-og-no-sis (ster 'eogno'sis), n. 
the faculty of recognizing similarities 
and differences in the size, weight, 
shape, and texture of objects by 
touching or lifting them, 

ster-e-o-gram (ster'eagram), n. a pic¬ 
ture or diagram conveying an im¬ 
pression of the solidity of the object 
represented. 

ster-e-o-graph (ster^eagraf), n. one 
or both of the two pictures required 
to produce a stereoscopic picture, 

ster-e-og-ra-pher (ster'eog'rafar), n. 
a person who takes stereoscopic pho¬ 
tographs. 

ster-e-og-ra-phy (ster'eog'rafe), n. 
1. the art of drawing solid bodies on 
a plane. 2. a branch of geometry, con¬ 
cerned with the construction of regu¬ 
larly defined solids, 

ster-e-om-e-try (ster'eom'itre), n. 
the measurement of solids; geometry 
as applied to solids, 

ster-e-o-phon-ic (ster'eafon'ik), adj. 
of a system of sound reproduction 
using more than one microphone or 
loudspeaker, separately placed, to 
enhance the realism of the reproduc¬ 
tion, used esp. in high-fidelity re¬ 
cordings and for wide-screen motion 
pictures. See also monophonic. 
— ster-e-oph'o-ny, n. 

ster-e-o-pho-tog-ra-phy (ster'edfa- 
tog'rafe), n. the production of stereo¬ 
scopic photographs, 

ster-e-op-sis (ster'eop'sis), n. stereo¬ 

scopic vision. 
ster-e-op-ter (ster'eoptar), n. an oph¬ 

thalmic instrument for measuring 
the eye’s perception of three-dimen¬ 

sionality. 
ster-e-op-ti-con (ster'eop'takan), n. a 

projector that makes one picture dis¬ 
solve as the next forms, usually by 
having two complete lanterns. 
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ster-e-o-scope (ster'easkop), n. an 
optical instrument for showing two 
pictures of the same object, made 
from slightly different points of view, 
one to one eye and one to the other, 
producing the effect of a single image 
with the illusion of three-dimension¬ 

ality. 
ster-e-o-scop-ic (ster'easkop'ik), adj. 

denoting or relating to three-dimen¬ 
sional vision or any process or device 
that produces an illusion of three- 
dimensionality from two-dimension¬ 

al images. 
ster-e-os’co-py (ster'eos'kape), n. 

three-dimensional vision; the study 

of the stereoscope. 
ster-e-o-tax-is (ster'eatak'sis), n. 

movement of an organism resulting 
from the stimulus of contact with a 
solid. See also thigmotaxis. 

ster-cot’O-my (ster'eot'ame), n. the 
technique of precision-cutting of 
solids such as stones, 

ster-e-o-type (ster'eatTp), n. 1. a pro¬ 
cess of making a metal printing plate 
by taking a papier mache or similar 
mold of a form of type and then cast¬ 
ing the mold in metal. Also ster'e-o- 
typy. 2. a plate so made. 3. a hack¬ 
neyed form; something perpetuated 
in unchanged form, 

ster-ling (stur'liNG), adj. 1. of or re¬ 
lating to the money of the United 
Kingdom. 2. having the standard 
fineness of 92^ per cent silver and l\ 

per cent copper; formerly the stan¬ 
dard fixed by law for silver coin and 
now used for jewelry, utensils, etc. 

sterling bloc, the group of countries, 
mostly in the British Commonwealth, 
between which payment is freely 
made in sterling, for which institu¬ 
tions in the City of London act as 
bankers, and whose currency value 
tends to vary directly with that of the 
pound sterling. Also sterling area, 

ster-nal (stur'nl), adj. of or relating to 
the sternum. 

ster-no-cos-tal (stur'nokos'tl), adj. 

of, relating to, or between the ster¬ 
num and the ribs. 

ster-num (stur'nam), n., pi. sterma 

(stur'na), sternums. the breast¬ 
bone ; a bone or series of bones along 
the middle and ventral side of the 
chest of vertebrates and having the 
ribs and shoulder girdle attached to it. 

sterTiu-ta’tion (sturnata'sHan), n. the 
act of or an instance of sneezing, 

ster-nu-ta-tor (stur'nyatatar), n. a 

poison gas causing coughing and irri¬ 

tation of the nose. 
ster nu ta to ry (starnoo'tatore), adj. 

causing or able to cause sneezing, 
ster-oid (ster'oid), n. any of a large 
group of organic chemical com¬ 
pounds, similar chemically but di¬ 
verse biologically, having important 
and specific physiological function, 
and including bile acids, vitamin D, 
some sex hormones, some carcino¬ 

gens, etc. 
ster-ol (ster'ol), n. any of a group of 
unsaturated fat-soluble organic 
chemical compounds, as cholesterol, 
ergosterol, present in all animal and 
plant cells. 

ster’tor (stur'tar), n. an abnormally 
heavy rasping sound that accom¬ 
panies breathing in some illnesses, 

ster-to-rous (stur'taras), adj. accom¬ 
panied by stertor or snoring, 

stet (stet), v. to let stand, used as an 
imperative to a printer to retain a 
letter, word, passage, etc., canceled 
on a manuscript or proof, and marked 
by a row of dots under the part af¬ 
fected. 

ste’thorn-e*ter (stet/zom'itar), n. an 
instrument for measuring the move¬ 
ments of the chest walls and abdomen 
during breathing. 

steth-o-scope (stet/^askop), n. a med¬ 
ical instrument used for listening to 
sounds in the body, esp. in the chest, 
and consisting of a piece to be applied 
to the body, to receive and amplify 
the sound, connected by rubber tub¬ 
ing to closely fitting earpieces. 
— steth-o-scop 'ic, adj. 

sthe-ni-a (st/zanl'a), n. a medical con¬ 
dition of abnormal strength or en¬ 
ergy. . 

sthen-ic (st/jen'ik), adj. sturdy or 
strong in build. 
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stich (stik), n. a line, a verse, or a 
stanza of poetry. —stich'ic, adj. 

sti-chom-e-try (stikom'itre), n. the 
practice of setting out prose in lines 
divided according to the sense and 
indicating the phrasing, 

stig-ma (stig'ma), «., pi. stig-ma-ta 
(stig'mota), stig-mas. 1. a mark of 
disgrace; a stain on one’s good name; 
a mark characterizing a defect or dis¬ 
ease. 2. a spot on the skin, esp. one 
that bleeds spontaneously, as during 
hysteria. 3. See carpel. 4. (pi.) marks 
resembling wounds on the crucified 
body of Christ, said to have developed 
on the bodies of some saints or other 
holy people. 

stig-mat-ic (stigmaffik), adj. 1. of or 
relating to a stigma. 2. converging to 
a point, as of light, the effect of lenses, 
etc.; free of astigmatism, 

stig-ma-tism (stig'matizm), n. the 
property of converging or causing 
convergence to a point; the medical 
condition of having stigma (def. 2). 

stig-ma-tize (stig'matlz), v. to mark, 
as with a sign or brand; to mark with 
or describe in terms of disgrace, 

still hunt, a hunt for game by stealth, 
as by stalking or by ambush from 
cover. 

stil-li-form (stil'oform), adj. drop¬ 
shaped ; spherical. 

stim-u-lus (stim'yalos), w., pi. stim¬ 
uli (stinffyall). something that 
rouses or spurs on activity of body or 
mind; something that rouses an orga¬ 
nism or tissue to specific activity, 

stipe (stlp), n. a stalk; a stalk-like part, 
sti-pend (stffpend), n. a fixed periodi- 

fcal payment from public funds, as to 
a teacher, student, public official, or 
esp. clergyman; a salary, 

sti-pen-di-a-ry (stlpen'deer'e), adj. 

1. relating to, similar to, receiving, 
working for, or paid for by a stipend. 
—n. 2. a person who receives a sti¬ 
pend, esp. as opposed to one who 

gives services freely, 
stip-i-tate (stip'itat), adj. bearing or 

borne by a stipe. 
stip-i-ti-form (stip'itaform), adj. of 

stipe-like form. 

stir-pi-cul-ture (stuffpakul'CHor), n. 

the raising of special stocks or strains 
by selective breeding, 

stirps (sturps), n., pi. stir-pes (stuff- 
pez). a stock; a breed; a family; a line 
of descent. 

stith-y (stiTH'e), n. an anvil; a forge; 
a smithy. 

sti-ver (stl'var), n. the smallest value 
or amount, as I would not give a stiver 

for it; not a stiver of effort. 

sto-chas-tic (stakas'tik), adj. of or re¬ 
lating to a process of the science of 
statistics, concerned with the behav¬ 
ior of systems evolving in time in 

accordance with probalistic laws and 
in particular with the effect of such 
evolution on random variables in a 
system. 

stock car, a standard production au¬ 
tomobile adapted for racing, 

stock-pot (stok'pot), n. a pot in which 
is made and kept a liquid derived 
from stewed meat, bones, or vege¬ 
tables and used for soups and sauces, 

stodge (stoj), v. to eat greedily; to 
gorge; to stuff, esp. with food, 

stodg-y (stoj'e), adj. dull; heavy; too 
full of facts or details; tedious, as a 
person, book, style, etc. 

sto-i-cal (sto'ikal), adj. impassive; 
self-controlled; courageous in the 
face of pain; austere in the face of 
temptation. 

stoi-chi-om-e-try (stoffkeom'itre), n. 

the branch of chemistry concerned 
with the quantitative and other rela¬ 
tionships among the elements of a 
compound substance, 

stol-id (stobid), adj. not easily excited; 
slow to feel or show feeling; unemo¬ 
tional. 

sto-ma (sto'ma), n., pi. sto-ma-ta 
(std'mata), sto-mas. a small or sim¬ 
ple mouth-like aperture in lower ani¬ 
mals and plants, acting as a mouth, 
pore, or the like. 

sto-mat-ic (stSmaffik), adj. relating 

to the mouth. 
sto-ma-ti-tis (stdmstfftis), n. inflam¬ 
mation of the tissues and mucous 
membranes of the mouth, 

sto-ma-tol-o-gy (stomatoFaje), n. the 
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scientific study of the mouth and its 

diseases. 
stone-ware (ston'wer), n. a hard, 

dense kind of pottery made from clay 
containing or mixed with flint or sand 

particles. 
stope (stop), n. the working face of a 
mine; any excavation of ore made ac¬ 
cessible by shafts and drifts, 

stop-pie (stop'al), n. a stopper or plug 
for a bottle, etc., usually made of the 
same material as the bottle, 

stoup (stoop), n. a container for holy 
water, usually a stone basin set in the 
wall near or standing near the door 

of a church. 
stra-bis-mus (strabiz'mas), n. a 

squint; a visual condition in which 
one or both eyes are turned from the 
normal position so that they cannot 
reach a focus jointly, 

stra-bot-o-my (strabot'ame), n. a sur¬ 
gical operation on one or more eye 
muscles to correct strabismus, 

strafe (straf), v. to attack from aircraft 
with machine-gun fire, 

strait-en (strat'n), v. 1. to place in 
difficulty, esp. financial. 2. to narrow 
or restrict in income, amount, scope, 
extent, etc. 

stra-min-e-ous (stramin'eas), adj. of 
or like straw; straw-colored, 

strap-pa-do (strapa'do), n.,pl. strap- 
pa-does (strapa'ddz). a form of pun¬ 
ishment or torture in former times in 
which the victim was hoisted by a 
rope, usually by his hands tied behind 
him, and allowed to fall to the length 
of the rope, which did not reach the 
ground and so caused a painful jerk. 
See also squassation. 

strass (stras), n. a glass-like composi¬ 
tion with a high lead content used to 
make imitation gems, 

strat-a-gem (strat'ajam), n. a plan, 
trick, or device to attain an objective 
or deceive or gain advantage over an 
adversary. 

stra-te-gic (strate'jik), adj. 1. (of a 
military operation) intended to make 
the enemy incapable of warfare, as a 
bombing mission to destroy mate¬ 
rials, the economy, or morale. 2. es- 
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sential to the conduct of warfare, as 
of particular materials, industries, 

etc. See also tactical. 
stra-tig-ra-phy (stratig'rafe), n. the 

study, description, classification, and 
interpretation of the order and suc¬ 
cession of rock strata; historical ge¬ 

ology. 
stra-toc-ra-cy (stratok'rase), n. gov¬ 

ernment by the army. 
stra-to-cu-mu-lus (stra'tokyoo'mya- 

las), n. sing, and pi. a type of heavy 
cloud lying below 8000 feet and con¬ 
sisting of round gray masses of water 
vapor in lines, waves, or groups with¬ 
in a continuous sheet. Also cumulo- 

stratus. 
strat-o-sphere (strat'asfer), n. the re¬ 

gion of the atmosphere lying above 
the tropopause, extending from 
about 10 miles above the equator and 
4 miles above the poles to about 15 
miles above the earth, and within 
which the temperature remains com¬ 

paratively stable. 
stra-tus (stra'tas), n. sing, and pi. a 
cloud or a class of cloud lying hori¬ 
zontally with a uniform base, heavy 
and gray in appearance, usually below 
8000 feet, and often giving persistent 
drizzle. 

strep-i-tous (strep'itas), adj. noisy; 
noisily rough. 

strep-to-coc-cus (streptakok'as), n., 
pi. strep-to-coc-ci (streptakok'sl). 
any of a group of spherical or oval, 
chain-forming bacteria causing many 
common infections esp. of the throat, 
with a more generalized effect than is 
caused by a staphylococcus but less 
violent at the source of infection, as 
scarlet fever, tonsillitis, endocarditis, 
puerperal fever. 

strep-to-my-ces (streptaml'sez), n. 

sing, and pi. any of several species of 
aerobic bacteria which produce anti¬ 
biotics. 

strep-to-my-cin (strep 'toml'sin), n. 

an antibiotic produced by a mold-like 
bacteria found in soil and used chiefly 
as a highly effective treatment for 
tuberculosis. 

streu-sel (sHtroi'zal), n. a crumbly 



327 stumpage 

mixture of sugar, cinnamon, flour, 
butter, and chopped nuts used as a 
topping for cakes, esp. for coffeecake. 

stri-a (strl'a), n., pi. stri-ae (stff'e). a 
slight ridge, furrow, score, stripe, or 
similar linear mark, esp. one of several 
arranged in parallel fashion, 

stri-ate (strl'at), v. 1. to mark with 
striae. —adj. 2. marked with striae. 
—stri-a'tion, n. 

strick-le (strikGl), n. a rod for leveling 
off heaped-up grain, etc., in line with 
the top of a measuring container, 

stric-tion (strik'sHan), n. the act of 
pulling tight or constricting, 

stricture (strik'cHar), n. 1. a com¬ 
ment, esp. one of adverse criticism. 
2. an abnormal narrowing of a pas¬ 
sage or tube of the body, as the rec¬ 
tum, urethra. 

stri-dent (strld'nt), adj. having or 
making a harsh or grating sound, 

stri-dor (stri'dar), n. a loud, harsh, 

grating sound. 
strid u late (strijGlat), v. to make a 
shrill grating noise by rubbing to¬ 
gether hard parts of the body, as does 
a grasshopper. —strid'u-lous, adj. 

strig-iform (strijGform), adj. of, re¬ 
lating to, or belonging to the order 
consisting of the owls, 

stri-gose (strl'gSs), adj. bristly or 
hairy; finely ridged or grooved; with 
close-set, fine points, 

strin-gent (strin'jant), adj. rigorous 
or binding, as of laws, regulations, 

etc.; compelling; urgent, 
string-piece (striNG'pes), n. a long 
horizontal timber connecting and 
supporting parts of a framework, 

strob-i-la-ceous (strobala'sHas), adj. 

cone-like. 
stro-bo-scope (stro'baskop), n. 1. a 

device for studying the motion of a 
rapidly vibrating or revolving object 
by illuminating it periodically with a 
flash of the same frequency as the 
vibration or revolution, or by reveal¬ 
ing it through widely spaced openings 
on a revolving disk, so that the object 
appears to slow down or stop. 2. a 
photographic device for illuminating 

a rapidly moving object such as a 

bullet for a very brief period and syn¬ 
chronizing the illumination with a 
rapid shutter-opening of a camera so 
as to produce a still photograph; a 
photograph produced by such a de¬ 
vice. 

stro-bo-tron (stro'batron), n. a lamp 
used in a stroboscope to produce a 
brilliant flash of light in response to a 
pulsing voltage. 

stro-ga-noff (stro'ganof), adj. denot¬ 
ing a way of serving meat, usually 
beef, cut into thin strips, sauteed with 
onion and mushroom in butter, and 
with sour cream stirred into the mix¬ 
ture to form a sauce, 

stro-phe (stro'fe), n. 1. a part of an 
ancient Greek choral ode during 
which the chorus moved to its left as 
it sang. 2. any of the separate sections 
of a poem that does not have a regu¬ 
larly recurring pattern. -—stroph'ic, 

adj. 

stru-del (stroodH), n. a pastry consist¬ 
ing of a roll of extremely thin flaky 
pastry filled with a fruit or cheese 

mixture. 
stru-ma (stroo'ma), pi. stru-mae 
(stroo'me). 1. goiter. 2. a scrofulous 
swelling. —stru'mous, adj. 

stru-thi-ous (stroo't/zeas), adj. like or 
of the same family as the ostriches, 

strych-nine (strik'nin), n. a poison 
extracted from certain plants, esp. 
nux vomica, and having a highly stim¬ 
ulative effect on the nervous system, 
used mainly as an antidote for poison¬ 
ing by depressant drugs, 

strych-nin-ism (strik'ninizm), n. a 
medical condition caused by an over¬ 
dose, perhaps accumulated, of 

strychnine. 
stuffed derma. See kishke. 
stul-ti-fy (stul'tafT), v. to make foolish; 

to show up in a ridiculous light; to 
render futile or worthless, 

stum (stum), n. 1. unfermented or in¬ 
completely fermented grapejuice. 2. 
wine to which stum has been added 
and which has therefore undergone 

further fermentation, 
stump-age (stum'pij), n. standing 
timber with reference to its value; the 
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right to cut timber standing on an¬ 
other’s land. 

stu-pa (stoo'pa), n. a dome-shaped or 
pyramidal monument, of earth or 
other materials, built over relics of 
or at a place associated with Buddha, 

stupe (stoop), n. layers of flannel or 
similar material soaked in hot water 
and put on the skin as a counter- 
irritant. 

stu-pe-fa-cient (stoopafa'sHant), adj. 

causing stupor; stupefying; stun¬ 
ning. 

stu-pe-faction (stoopafak'sHan), n. 

the act of producing or the state of 
being in a stupor. —stu-pe-fac'tive, 
adj. 

sty-lar (stl'lar), adj. like a stylus, pen, 
needle, or similar pointed instru¬ 
ment. 

style (stll), n. (in a flower) See carpel, 
stylet (stlflit), n. a slender dagger, 
sty-li-form (stT'laform), adj. resem¬ 
bling a stylus in shape, 

stylo-graph (sti'lagraf), n. a type of 
fountain pen with a fine tube forming 
the writing point. —sty-lo-graph'ic, 
adj. 

sty-log-ra-phy (stllog'rafe), n. the art 
of using a stylus. 

styloid (stl'loid), adj. stylus-like; 
slender and pointed, 

stylus (stT'las), n., pi. sty-li (stl'll), 
sty-lus-es. an ancient writing imple¬ 
ment made of metal, bone, or similar 
material, with one end sharp for cut¬ 
ting the letters in a waxed tablet and 
the other end blunt for obliterating 
letters and smoothing the wax; any 
implement similar in form or func¬ 
tion. 

styp-sis (stip'sis), n. the use of or ap¬ 
plication of a styptic agent or sub¬ 
stance. 

styp-tic (stip'tik), adj. having the 
property of contracting organic tis¬ 
sue or checking bleeding, 

sua-sion (swa'zHsn), n. the act of at¬ 
tempting to convince or impel by 
reason or advice, as opposed to com¬ 
pulsion by force. 

sub-al-i-men-ta-tion (sub 'abmen- 
ta'sHan), n. See hypoalimentation. 

328 

sub-al-tem (subol'tam), adj. of lower 
rank; subordinate. 

sub-cla-vate (subkla'vat), adj. nearly 
or to some degree club-shaped. 

sub -con-tig -u -ous (subkantig'yooas), 
adj. nearly touching. 

sub-cu-ta-ne-ous (sub 'kyoota'neas), 
adj. under the skin, as tissue, an in¬ 
jection, or certain parasites. 

sub-fe-brile (subfe'bral), adj. slightly 
fevered. 

sub-fuse (subfusk'), adj. dusky; din¬ 
gy; somber. Also sub-fus'eous. 

sub-in-flu-ent (subin'flooant), n. an 
organism that has a subordinate effect 
on the ecology of its community. See 
also influent. 

sub-ja-cent (subja'sant), adj. under¬ 

lying. 
subjective idealism, a philosophical 

theory that all experience consists of 
ideas that originate in or are distorted 
in the mind of the observer. See also 
objective idealism. 

sub-lim-i-nalfsublim'anlj.ad/. below 
the threshold of consciousness; per¬ 
ceived unconsciously. See also supra¬ 
liminal. 

sub-lux-a-tion (sub'luksa'sHan), n. 

partial dislocation of a joint due to 
stretching of the ligaments by injury; 
sprain. 

sub-merse (sabmurs/), v. to sub¬ 
merge. 

sub-min-i-a-tur-ize (submin'eacHa- 
rlz'), v. to make or design in an ex¬ 
tremely small size, as electronic 
equipment. 

sub-om (sabom'), v. to bribe or to 
induce by unlawful or underhand 
means to commit a crime or misdeed. 
— sub-or-na'tion, n. 

sub-rep-tion (sabrep'SHan), n. a mis¬ 
leading or mistaken representation; 
a conclusion drawn from such repre¬ 
sentation. 

sub-ro-gate (sub'rogat), v. to substi¬ 
tute. 

sub ro-sa (sub ro'za), in confidence; 
secretly. 

sub-se-rous (subser'as), adj. under a 
serous membrane. 

sub-serve (sabsurv'), v. to be instru- 
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mental in furthering; to serve as a 
means toward. 

sub-ser-vi-ent (sabsur'veant), adj. 

servile; cringing; obsequious, 
sub-strucdion (substruk'sHan), n. a 
foundation or structure acting as the 
foundation of a building or other 
construction. 

sub-sume (sabsoom'), v. to take into 
or consider as part of a larger whole, 
as one idea, instance, principle into 
a theory, rule, class, etc. 

sub-tend (sabtend'), v. to act as, con¬ 
tain in, or define an outline, 

sub-ter-fuge (sub'tarfyooj), n. an eva¬ 
sion, trick, or device used to avoid or 
conceal something, 

sub-ter-rane (sub'taran), n. a cave; a 
room under ground, 

sub-to-pi-a (subtb'pea), n. suburban 
paradise, used ironically of the spread 
of commonplace houses and narrowly 
conventional attitudes, 

sub-tra-hend (sub'trahend), n. a 
number or quantity to be subtracted 
from another. See also minuend, 

sirbu-late (soo'byalit), adj. shaped 
like an awl. 

sub-ur-bi-car-i’an (sabur 'baker'- 
ean), adj. near Rome, 

sub'vene (sabven'), v. to serve as a 

support or relief. 
sub'ven-tion (sabven'sHan), n. 1. a 
grant of money, esp. by a govern¬ 
ment, to support or help an enterprise 
or institution; a subsidy. 2. the sup¬ 
plying of support or help, 

sub-ver-sive (sabvur'siv), adj. tend¬ 

ing to subvert. 
sub'vert (sabvurt'), v. to overthrow; 
to bring about the ruin of; to corrupt, 

succe-da ne-um (suk'sida'neam), 
n.,pl. suc-ce-da-ne-a (suk'sida'nea). 
a substitute, frequently an inferior 

one. 
suc-cinct (saksiNGkt'), adj. concise; 
brief in verbal expression, 

succor (suk'ar), n. 1. aid or relief in 
time of need. —v. 2. to give help or 
relief in time of need; to come to the 

aid of. 
suc cu bus (suk'yabas), n., pi. sue 

cu-bi (suk'yabl). a female demon 

supposed to have sexual intercourse 
with men while they are asleep. Also 
succuba. See also incubus, 

succumb (sakum'), v. to give way to 
a superior force, as disease, old age, 
etc. 

suecur-sal (sakur'sal), adj. subsid¬ 
iary; subordinate to another, esp. of 
a religious foundation, 

succuss (sakus'), v. to shake up. 
—suc-cus'sion, n. 

su-da-to-ri-um (soodator'eam), «., 
pi. su'da-to'ri-a (soodatdr'ea). a room 
where hot air baths are taken to in¬ 
duce sweating; such a bath, 

su-da-to-ry (soo'datore), adj. relating 
to or inducing sweating, 

su-dor-if-er-ous (soodarif'aras), adj. 

containing or secreting sweat, 
su-dor-if-ic (sobdarif'ik), adj. causing 

or promoting sweating, 
sedofip-a-rous (soodarip'aras), adj. 

producing or secreting sweat, 
suf-fice (safis'), v. to be enough; to 
meet the needs of. 

suffrage (suf'rij), n. the right of vot¬ 
ing at elections, esp. political elec¬ 
tions. 

suf-fra’gist (suf'rajist), n. an advocate 
of granting voting rights, 

suf-fru-tes-cent (suf'rbotes'ant), adj. 

partly or to some degree woody, 
suf-fu-mi-gate (safyoo'magat), v. to 
subject to fumes or smoke esp. from 
below. 

suf-fuse (safyooz'), v. to overspread 
with or as if with a fluid, a color, light, 

etc. 
sug-gest-i-ble (sagjes'tabal), adj. cap¬ 

able of being influenced or easily in¬ 
fluenced by suggestion, 

sug-ges’tive (sagjes'tiv), adj. that 
suggests; full of suggestions; evoca¬ 
tive; suggesting something indecent, 

su-i juTis (soo'I jdor'is), of full age 
and capacity to manage one’s affairs 
or take legal responsibility, 

su-ki-ya-ki (soo'keya'ke), n. a Japa¬ 
nese dish of pieces of beef, chicken, 
or pork, green vegetables, and bean 
curd, usually flavored with soy sauce 
and cooked at the table in a chafing 

dish. 
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sul-cate (sul'kat), adj. furrowed; 
grooved; cleft, as certain plant stems 
or animal hoofs. 

sul'cus (sul'kas), n. a furrow; a 
groove; a fissure, esp. between brain 
convolutions. 

sul-fa-di-a-zine (sulfadl'azen), n. a 
drug derived from sulfanilamide and 
used mainly to treat infections caused 
by pneumococci, staphylococci, 
streptococci, and gonococci, 

sulfa drug. See sulfonamide, 
sul-fa-mer-a-zine (sulfamer'azen), 

n. a drug derived from sulfadiazine 
and used mainly to treat infections 
caused by meningococci. 

sul'fa-nil'a*mide (sulfanil'amld), n. 

a synthetic organic chemical com¬ 
pound used mainly to arrest infec¬ 
tions caused by hemolytic bacteria 
such as staphylococci, gonococci, etc. 

sul-fa-pyr-a-zine (sulfaper'azen), n. 

a drug derived from sulfonamide and 
used to treat infections caused by 
staphylococci or gonococci, 

sul-fa-pyi-i-dine (sulfaper'iden), n. 

a drug derived from sulfanilamide 
and used chiefly to treat one form of 
dermatitis but formerly to treat pneu¬ 
mococcal infections, 

sulf-ars-phen-a-mine (sulf'arsfen'- 
amen), n. a drug formerly used to 
treat syphilis. 

sul-fa-thi-a-zole (sulfat/n'azol), n. a 
drug derived from sulfanilamide and 
used formerly to treat pneumonia and 
infections caused by staphylococci 
but now little used because of its toxic 
side effects. 

sul-fi-sox-a-zole (sulfisok'sazol), n. a 
drug derived from sulfanilamide and 
used mainly to treat infections of the 
urinary tract. 

sul-fon-a-mide (sulfon'amld), n. any 
of a certain group of drugs, the first 
effective antibacterial drugs to be 
discovered, which have the effect of 
arresting the development of bacteria 
and are still widely used to treat vari¬ 
ous bacterial diseases, infections, 
burns, wounds, and the like, although 
partly superseded by antibiotics. Also 

sul-phon'a-mide. Also sulfa drug. 

sulfur dioxide, a suffocating gas 
formed when sulfur burns and used 
mainly as a bleach, a disinfectant, a 
fumigating agent, in preserving fruit 
and vegetables, and in the production 
of sulfuric acid. 

sul'lage (sulfij), n. sewage; sediment 
deposited by running water, 

sul-ly (sufle), v. to soil or stain; to 
pollute or defile. 

su’mi (soo^me), n. a black ink much 
used by calligraphers and painters, 
made by a Japanese method of mixing 
plant soot and glue and letting the 
mixture solidify into cakes or sticks 
which are then powdered into water 
to form the ink. 

sum-ma cum lau-de (soom'a koom 
lou'da), with highest praise; the 
highest of the three special grades of 
honor granted to above-average grad¬ 
uates. See also cum laude, magna 
cum laude. 

sum-mand (sum'and), n. an item to 
be added in a sum. 

sum-ma-ry (sum'are), n. 1. a brief but 
comprehensive account of previous 
statements; a resume. —adj. 2. con¬ 
cise; performed with prompt direct¬ 
ness ; done without formality or due 
ceremony. 

su'mo (soo'mo), n. a form of Japanese 
wrestling, usually between tall, 
heavy, hereditary participants, in 
which the aim is to force the opponent 
out of the ring or to make him touch 
the ground with any part other than 
his feet. 

sump (sump), n. a pit, well, or other 
such reservoir for collecting liquid, 

sump-tmary (sump'cHooer'e), adj. 

regulating expenditure or expense, 
sump tu ous (sump'CHooas), adj. 

costly; splendidly luxurious, 

su-per •an-nu,at-ed (sooparan'yooa 
tid), adj. 1. retired because of old age 
or infirmity, esp. with a pension. 2. 
discarded as too old; outdated, 

su-perbomb (soo'parbom), n. a 
bomb of unusually great destructive 
power, as a hydrogen bomb, 

su’per-cil-i-ous (sooparsifleas), adj. 

showing haughty contempt. 
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su-per-con-duc-tiv-i-ty (soo'par- 
kon'daktiv^ite), n. the property pos¬ 
sessed by some substances at very 
low temperatures of having no resis¬ 
tance to the flow of electric current, 

su-per-cool (sobp3rkool,)) v. to cool 
a liquid below its freezing point with¬ 
out bringing about its solidification 
or crystallization. 

su-per-e-go (soopare'go), n. that part 
of the mind, part conscious and part 
unconscious, that mediates between 
the desires of the ego and social ideals, 

su-per-er-o-gate (sooparer'agat), v. 

to do more than is required by duty 
or circumstances. —su-per-e-rog'a- 
to-ry, adj. 

su-per-fi-ci-es (sooparfisH'eez), n. 

sing, and pi. the surface; the outside; 
the outward appearance, 

su-per-flu-id (sooparfloo'id), n. a fluid 
that exhibits abnormally low viscos¬ 
ity and frictionless flow (so that it 
flows easily through small openings 
or long narrow tubes), and also has 
extremely high heat conductivity, the 
only known example being liquid 
helium at a temperature lower than 
2.19°K. 

supper-gene (soo'parjen), adj. formed 
by waters percolating down through 
rocks, as mineral and ore deposits. 
See also hypogene. 

supergiant star, a star of exceptional 
brightness and enormous size, being 
more than 100 times greater in diam¬ 
eter than the sun, as Antares. 

su-per-graph-ics (soopargraf'iks), n. 

pi. decorative graphic designs in over¬ 
sized patterns or panels, 

su-per-in-cum bent (soo'parin- 
kum'bant), adj. lying on or over¬ 
hanging something else. 

' su-per-ja-cent (sooparja'sant), adj. 

lying on or above something else, 
su-per-max-il-la (soo'parmaksil'a), 

n., pi. su-per-max-il-lae. the upper 

jaw. 
su-per-mun-dane (soo'parmun- 

dan'), adj. above or superior to 
earthly or worldly matters, 

su-per-nal (soopur'nl), adj. belong¬ 
ing or relating to a higher state of 

existence than on earth; heavenly; in 
or of the skies; celestial; lofty in 
powers or position, 

su-per-no-va (sooparno'va), n., pi. 

su-per-no-vae (sobparncVve), su-per- 
no-vas. a nova of extreme brilliance, 
giving out ten million to a hundred 
million times more light than the sun, 
leaving behind some permanent 
change, as the patch of gas known as 
the Crab Nebula, and of such rare 
occurrence that only three have been 
recorded in our galaxy and about 50 
more in other galaxies, 

su-per-nu-mer ar y (soop^rnoo,- 
marer'e), adj. 1. in excess of the usual 
or necessary number; extra. 2. of or 
denoting an actor employed in addi¬ 
tion to the regular company and ap¬ 
pearing on stage but having no lines 
to speak. 

su-per-sat-u-rate (sooparsaCH'arat), 
v. to increase the concentration, as of 
a solution, a vapor, etc., beyond satur¬ 
ation point. 

su-per-son-ic (sooparson'ik), adj. 

with or at a speed greater than the 
speed of sound. 

su-per-vene (sooparven'), v. to occur 
as something in addition or unrelated 
to the matter in hand, 

su-pi-na-tion (soopana'sHan), n. the 
movement of the hand or forearm so 
that the palm faces forward or up¬ 
ward; the position resulting from 
such a turn. See also pronation, 

su-pine (soopIn,)) adj. lying front or 
face upward; inactive, esp. from 
laziness or indifference, 

sup-ple-to-ry (sup'litor'e), adj. added 
to fill a deficiency; supplementary, 

sup-pli-ant (sup'leant), n. a person 
who supplicates. 

sup-pli-cate (sup'lakat), v. to pray, 
ask, or beg for humbly. —sup-pli-ca' 

tion, n. 

sup-po-si-tious (supazisH'as), adj. as¬ 
sumed ; based on hypothesis or sup¬ 
position ; supposititious, 

sup-pos-i-ti-tious (sapoz'itisH'as), 
adj. substituted for the real, esp. 
fraudulently; not genuine, 

sup-pu-rate (sup'yarat), v. to pro- 

% 
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duce, secrete, or discharge pus. 
— sup-pu-ra'tion. n. —sup'pu-ra- 

tive, adj. 

su-pra (soo'pra), adv. above, as refer¬ 
ring to a previous part of a text. See 

also infra. 
su-pra-lim-i-nal (soopralim'onl), adj. 

above the threshold of consciousness 
or sensation, thus within normal con¬ 
sciousness. See also subliminal, 

su-pra-ra-tion-al (sooprarasH'onl), 
adj. above or beyond the power of 
reason or comprehension, 

su-ral (soorGl), adj. of or relating to 
the calf of the leg. 

sur-cease (smses'), v. to cease; to 
desist. 

sure-ty (SHoor'ite), n. a thing pledged 
as a security against loss or damage, 
or for the fulfillment of a promise or 
debt. 

surface-active agent (sur'fisak 'tiv 
a'jsnt), any substance that affects the 
surface tension or interfacial tension 
of water or water-based solutions, 
usually reducing it so that the wetting 
or spreading capability of the liquid 
is increased. Also surfactant, 

surface boundary layer, the thin 
layer of air immediately above the 
surface of the earth and usually no 
more than 300 feet in height. Also 
ground layer, friction layer, atmo¬ 
spheric boundary layer, 

sur-fac-tant (sarfak'tsnt), n. See sur¬ 
face-active agent, 

sur-feit (sur'fit), n. an excess, 
sur-mise (sarmTz'), v. 1. to form an 
opinion on slight evidence; to guess. 
—n. 2. a guess; an opinion formed on 
slight evidence. 

sur-ro-gate (sur'agat), n. 1. a person 
appointed to act or be deputy for 
another. —v. 2. to appoint a deputy 
or successor. 

sur-tax (sur'taks), n. a tax levied in 
addition to normal tax on incomes 
above a certain level. See also normal 
tax. 

sur-tout (sartoo'), n. a man’s overcoat; 
a hooded cape for a woman, 

sur-veil-lance (sarvaMsns), n. a close 
guard or watch, as over a prisoner, 

suspect premises, or the like. —sur- 

veil'lant, adj. 

sus pi ra tion (suspara'sHan), n. a 

heavy sigh. 
sus-ten-ta-tion (sus'tenta'snan), n. 

the sustaining or maintaining of life 
or activity; the providing of support, 
maintenance, or money for upkeep, 

sus-ten-tion (sasten'sHan), n. the act 
of sustaining; the condition of being 
sustained. 

su-sur-rant (soosur'ant), adj. whis¬ 
pering; gently rustling. —su-sur-ra' 

tion, n. 
su-sur-rus (soosur'as), n. a whisper; 

a gentle rustle or murmur. —su-sur' 

rous, adj. 

sut-ler (sut'lar), n. a person who fol¬ 
lows an army to sell food and other 
provisions to the soldiers, 

su-ze-rain (soo'zarin), n. a sovereign 
or state holding political control over 
another. —su'ze-rain- ty, n. 

swale (swal), n. a depression in a 
stretch of land, frequently damper 
and with coarser vegetation than its 
surroundings. 

sward (sword), n. the short grass cov¬ 
ering a lawn or open land; turf, 

swarf (sworf), n. a mass of small pieces 
and shavings of metal, plastic, or the 
like, removed by grinding or cutting 
tools during machining operations, 

swarth-y (swor'THe), adj. dark in 
color, usually of the complexion. Also 
swart. 

swas-ti-ka (swos'tika), n. a figure con¬ 
sisting of a cross with four equal arms, 
each arm having an extension at right 
angles to it and all extensions point¬ 
ing clockwise or all pointing anti¬ 
clockwise, the figure having been uni¬ 
versally used since prehistoric times 
as a symbol and ornament and, with 
clockwise extensions, as the symbol 
of the Nazi party in Germany, 

swath (swoth), n. the area covered by 
one stroke of a scythe or one passage 
of a mower. 

swathe (swoth), v. to bind or envelop 
with strips of linen, bandage, rope, or 
the like. 

S wave, secondary wave, the second 
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major shock wave radiating from an 
earthquake. See also L wave, P wave, 

sweetheart contract, (in colloquial 
usage) a contract agreed by collusion 
between representatives of manage¬ 
ment and labor to pay union employ¬ 
ees low wages. 

swindle sheet, (colloquial) an ac¬ 
count drawn up of expenses incurred 
in carrying out one’s job and to be 
repaid in addition to salary; an ex¬ 
pense account. 

sybarite (sib'orlt), n. a person who 
practices luxurious and sensuous self- 
indulgence. —syb-a-rit'ic, adj. 

syc-o-phan*cy (sik'afanse), n. exces¬ 
sive flattery and servility to a superior, 
esp. to hold or gain a position, 

syc-o-phant (sik'afant), n. a person 
practicing or in the habit of practicing 
sycophancy. —syc-o-phan'tic, adj. 

syl-la-bar-y (sil'aber'e), n. a system 
of symbols representing syllables and 
used for writing a particular lan¬ 
guage, as several ancient West Semi¬ 
tic, Aegean, and Mesopotanian lan¬ 
guages, and Japanese. 

syMo-gism (sil'ajizm), n. 1. (in logic) 
a form of reasoning in which a con¬ 
clusion is drawn from two premises 
which have a term in common, as All 

rivers flow to the sea; This is a river: 

Therefore, this flows to the sea. 2. a 
subtle or specious argument. —syl- 
lo-gis'tic, adj. 

sylph (silf), n. a slender, graceful 
woman. 

syhvan (sil'von), adj. of, relating to, 
or living in woodlands, 

syl-vi’cul-ture (sil'vakulcHor), n. See 
silviculture. 

synvbi-ont (sim'blont), n. a symbiotic 

organism. 
sym-bi-o-sis (simblo'sis), n., pi. sym- 
bi'o-ses (simbIS'sez). an association 
of two dissimilar organisms living 
either attached each to the other or 
one as tenant of the other, usually 
when the association benefits both 
organisms. —sym-bi-o'tic, adj. 

sym-met-aHsm (simmet'alizm), n. 

the use of more than one metal as a 
monetary standard with each having 

its value fixed in relation to the 
other(s). See also bimetallism, 

sym-pa-thet-ic (simpatAet'ik), adj. 

pertaining to the major part of the 
motor nerve supply to smooth mus¬ 
cles and glands which consists of 
nerves and ganglia running from the 
thoracic and lumbar regions of the 
spinal cord to all of the skin, the limbs, 
and the internal organs, in many of 
which they act antagonistically to 
parasympathetic nerves, as in stimu¬ 
lating the heartbeat, dilating the pu¬ 
pil of the eye, inhibiting peristalsis in 
the gut, etc. See also parasympa¬ 
thetic. 

sym-pat-ric (simpa'trik), adj. from 
or in the same locality or region, as of 
biological species. 

sym-physis (sim'fisis), n., pi. sym¬ 
physes (sim'fisez). a fusion of bones 
or a joint allowing only slight or no 
movement, as that of the lower jaw¬ 
bone or of the pubis in man. 

sym-po-si-arch (simpo'zeark), n. the 
director or chairman of a symposium, 

sym-po-si-um (simpo'zeom), n., pi. 

sym-po-si-ums, sym-po-si-a (sim- 
pS'zea). a conference where lectures 
are given or discussions (esp. before 
an audience) held by several speakers 
on a particular subject, 

symp-to-sis (simpto'sis), n. local or 
general wasting away of the body, 

syn-ar-thro-sis (sin'art/zro'sis), n.,pl. 

syn-ar-thro-ses (sin'art^rd'sez). a 
fixed joint, as of the bones of the skull 
or the teeth sockets, 

sync (siNGk), n. (colloquial) synchro¬ 
nization; synchronism, 

syn-chro-nism (siNG'kranizm), n. the 
state of occurring at, existing in, or 
occupying the same space of time. 
— syn-chron'ic, adj. 

syn-cre-tism (siNG'kritizm), n. the 
reconciling of or attempt to reconcile 
diverse or opposite beliefs, practices, 
or groups, esp. in religion or philos¬ 

ophy. 
syn•dac-tyl (sindak'til), adj. having 
some fingers or toes joined together 
completely or partially, 

syn-dcre-sis (sindare'sis), n. an in- 
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bom moral sense. Also syrrte-re'sis. 
syn-des-mo'sis (sin'desmo'sis), «., 
pi, syn-des'mo’ses (sin'desmo'sez). 
a linkage of bones by ligaments or 
similar connective tissue other than 
at a joint and allowing little possibility 
of movement in relation to each other, 

syn-det (sin'det), n. a synthetic de¬ 

tergent. 
syn-det-ic (sindethk), adj. serving to 

link or join. 
syn-dic (sin'dik), n. a person who 

officially represents and transacts 
business for a university or other cor¬ 
porate body. —syn'di-cal, adj. 

syn-di-caHsm (sin'dikolizm), n. a 
movement, originally French, seek¬ 
ing to transfer the control and owner¬ 
ship of the means of production and 
distribution, and ultimately the con¬ 
trol of society, to workers’ unions. 
—syn'di'cal’ist, n., adj. 

syn drome (sin'drom), n. a group of 
medical symptoms which when they 
occur together indicate a particular 
condition or disease, 

syire-chism (sin'akizm), n. a philo¬ 
sophical inclination in thought to 
emphasize continuity, first recog¬ 
nized and recommended by the Am¬ 
erican philosopher C. S. Peirce 
(1839-1914). 

syne-cious, synoe-cious (sineF- 
shos), adj. See synoicous. 

syn-e-coho-gy (sinakoPoje), n. the 
ecology of a community of plants and 
animals as opposed to that of an in¬ 
dividual species. See also autecology. 

syn-ec-tics (sinek'tiks), n. the study 
of creativity, esp. creativity generated 
among a group of people and applied 
to solving problems, 

synectics group, a group of diverse 
individuals who meet to try to find 
creative solutions to problems by the 
free play and interplay of their im¬ 
aginations. 

syrrer-get-ic (sinorjet'ik), adj. work¬ 
ing together. Also syn-er-gis'tic. 

syn-er-gism (suForjizm), n. the com¬ 
bined activity of two or more drugs, 
hormones, muscles, stimuli, or the 
like, which work toward the same end 

and produce an effect greater than the 
sum of effects of each acting alone. 

syirer-gy (sin'arje), n. cooperative 
activity, esp. of two or more muscles, 
nerves, drugs, hormones, or the like. 

syn-es • the -sia, syn -aes-the -sia (sin 
isthe'zns), n. a sensation produced 
in one part of the body by a stimulus 
in another part; an effect on one of the 
senses produced by a stimulus to 
another, as a mental impression of a 
particular smell produced by the 
stimulus of a particular sight. 

syn-ga-my (siNG'gome), n. the fusion 
of male and female gametes in fertili¬ 

zation. 
syirgen-e’sis (sinjen'isis), n. repro¬ 

duction by fusion of male and female 
gametes; sexual reproduction. 

syn-od (sin'od), n. any convention or 

council. 
syn-od-ic (sinod'ik), adj. relating to 

similar positions of the moon or a 
planet relative to an imaginary line 
from the center of the sun through 
the center of the earth, and hence re¬ 
lating to the time between two in¬ 
stances of the moon or a planet 
apparently lying on this line. 

sy-noet-ic, synet-ic (sinethk), adj. 

in community or association with 
others. 

sytvoi-cous (sinoFkas), adj. having 
male and female flowers on the same 
flower head, as in many composites 
such as the daisy and dandelion. Also 
sy-ne'cious. 

syn-op-tic (sinop'tik), adj. of, relating 
to, taking, or giving a condensed but 
comprehensive statement or view of 
a subject. 

syn-os-to'sis (sin'osto'sis), n. the fu¬ 
sion of separate bones to form one 

bone. 
syn-O'vi-a (sino' vea), n. a viscous fluid 

secreted by membranes lining cer¬ 
tain joints and sheathing certain ten¬ 
dons and having the function of lu¬ 
brication. 

syn*tal-i-ty (sintaFite), n. the mental 
and behavioral features of a group 
corresponding to the personality of 
an individual. 
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synthetic philosophy, a philosoph¬ 
ical system formulated and ex¬ 
pounded by the English philosopher 
Herbert Spencer (1820-1903), and 
intended to comprehend and unify 
all knowledge on the basis of the evo¬ 
lutionary principle. 

Syn-the’tism (sin't/ntizm), n. a style 
of painting developed in the late 19th 
century making use of flat areas of 
strong color in the manner of cloi¬ 
sonne enamel to convey abstract ideas 
in a simplified symbolic way. Also 
Cloisonnisme. See also Nabi. 

sypher (sEfor), v. to join edge to edge 
to form an even surface, as of slant- 
edged boards. 

syfinx (sir'iNGks), n., pi. syriirges 
(sarin'jez), syi-inx'es. the sound- 
producing organ of birds situated at 
the point where the trachea divides 
to form the bronchi. 

sys-sar-co-sis (sis'arko'sis), n., pi. 

sys-sar-co-ses (sis'arkS'sez). the 
joining together of bones by inter¬ 
vening muscle, as the shoulder blade 
to ribs and vertebrae, 

sys-tal'tic (sistoEtik), adj. contract¬ 
ing, esp. of rhythmic contraction 
alternating with dilatation, 

sys-tem-a-tobo-gy (sis'tamotoEaje), 
n. the scientific study of systems and 
their development, 

sys-tem-ic (sistenEik), adj. relating 
to or affecting the whole body or one 
of the body’s sytems of organs, 

sysdo-le (sis'tale), n. that phase of the 
heart-beat when the ventricles con¬ 
tract, forcing the blood into the 
arteries. See also diastole, 

syz-y-gy (siz'ije), n. the point in orbit 
at which a heavenly body is in con¬ 
junction with or in opposition to the 
sun. 
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ta-bes (ta'bez), n. a wasting away, usu¬ 

ally resulting from chronic disease, 
ta’bes'cent (tabes'ant), adj. wasting 

away; becoming emaciated, 
tab-o-ret (tab'arit), n. 1. a stool. 2. a 

stand or frame for embroidery, 
ta-chis'to-scope (takis'taskop), n. an 
apparatus used to present various 
stimuli to the eye for a very brief 
period. 

ta-chom-e-ter (takonrFitar), n. 1. a 
device for measuring speed. 2. a de¬ 
vice for measuring revolutions per 
minute made by a piece of machinery, 

tach-yaux-csis (tak'eogze'sis), n. 

the growth of part of an organism at 
a faster rate than the whole. See also 
isauxesis, bradyauxesis. 

tach y car di a (takakar'dea), n. ab¬ 
normally rapid beating of the heart, 

ta-chym-e-ter (takiirFitar), n. an in¬ 
strument used in surveying for the 
rapid calculation of distances, direc¬ 
tions, and differences in height, 

ta-chym-e-try (takiirFitre), n. the 
technique of measuring distance, etc. 
with a tachymeter. 

tach-yphylax-is (tak'afilak'sis), n. 

temporary resistance to the effects of 
an injection of poison achieved by 
previous small injections of the poi¬ 
son. Also skeptophylaxis. See also 
mithridatism. 

tach-yp-ne-a, tach-yp-noe a (tak 
ipne'a), n. abnormally fast breathing. 

tach-y-teHc (tak fiteFik), adj. relat¬ 
ing to an abnormally fast rate of 
evolution. See also horotelic, brady- 
telic. 

tal-i-on (taFean), n. See lex talionis. 
tac-it (tas'it), adj. expressed without 
words; implied; unspoken, 

tac-i-tum (tas'iturn), adj. disinclined 
to talk; avoiding conversation. —tac- 
rtum'i-ty, n. 

ta-co (ta'kd), n. a tortilla rolled or 
folded over a filling, 

tacti-cal (tak'tikal), adj. relating to a 
maneuver or plan to achieve a desired 
purpose or temporary gain. See also 
strategic. 

tactile (tak'til), adj. relating to the 
sense of touch. 

taction (tak'sHan), n. contact; touch, 
tactu-al (tak'cHooal), adj. relating to 
or arising from the sense of touch, 

tae-ni-a-cide (te'neasld), n. any sub¬ 
stance for destroying tapeworms, 

tae-ni-a-fuge (te'neafyooj), n. any 
substance used to drive out tape¬ 
worms from the body, 

tae-ni-a-sis (tenFasis), n. infestation 
with tapeworms. 

taille (tal), n. the waist or bodice of a 
dress, robe, etc. 

taiHeur (tayur,)) n. a woman’s tai¬ 
lored suit or costume, 

tal-i-grade (taFagrad), adj. putting 
the weight on the outer side of the 
foot when walking. 

336 
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tal-i-ped (taliped), adj. 1. distorted 
or twisted in the foot. 2. clubfooted, 

tal-i-pes (tal'opez), n. 1. a clubfoot. 
2. clubfootedness. 

tal'is'man (talesman), n. a lucky 
charm. 

taalus (ta'los), n. the anklebone; astra¬ 
galus. 

ta-ma-le (toma'le), n. a Mexican dish 
of meat wrapped in cornmeal dough 
and steamed. 

ta-ma-sha (tama'sHa), n. (in the East 
Indies) a show; a spectacle; an enter¬ 
tainment. 

tam-pon (tam'pon), n. a plug of lint, 
cotton wool, etc., to stop bleeding 
from an orifice. 

tam-pon-ade (tampanad'), v. 1. the 
application of a tampon to stop bleed¬ 
ing. 2. compression of the heart by 
fluid accumulated in the cavity sur¬ 
rounding it. 

tan-ge-lo (tan'jelo), n. a hybrid be¬ 
tween the tangerine and the grape¬ 

fruit. 
tan-gi-ble (tan'jabal), adj. that can be 
touched; actual; substantial; real, 

tan-go-re-cep-tor (taNG'gorisep 'tar), 
n. a receptor responsive to touch, 

tan-ta mount (tantamount), adj. 

equal in value, meaning, or effect to, 
as His absence was tantamount to an 

admission of guilt. 

tan-tiv-y (tantiv'e), adv. 1. at the gal¬ 
lop; swiftly. —adj. 2. fast; swift, 

ta-pa (ta'pa), n. a cloth made from 
bark used in the Pacific Islands, 

tape-worm (tap'wurm), n. any of 
various parasitic flatworms inhabit¬ 
ing the intestines of vertebrate ani¬ 

mals. 
taph-e-pho-bi-a (tafafo'bea), n. an ab¬ 

normally excessive fear of being 

buried alive. 
tapds (tap'e), n. a carpet or tapestry, 
tap-ping (tap'iNG), n. See paracen¬ 

tesis. 
tar-an-tel-la (tarantel'o), n. a lively, 
whirling dance of southern Italy, 

tar-ant-ism (tar'antizm), n. a nervous 
disorder producing an irresistible 

urge to dance. 
tar-boosh (tarbooSH'), n. a brimless 

cap with a tassel, worn by Muslim 
men and sometimes surrounded by a 
turban. 

tar-di-grade (tar'dagrad), adj. having 
a slow movement. 

tare (ter), n. the weight of the recep¬ 
tacle, wrapping, etc., in which goods 
are packed. 

tam (tarn), «. a small lake in a moun¬ 
tainous region. 

ta-rot (taro'), n. a special set of playing 
cards used in fortunetelling, 

tar-pan (tarpan'), n. a variety of wild 
horse of eastern Europe and central 
Asia. Also Przewalski’s horse, 

tar-sal (tar'sal), adj. relating to the 

tarsus. 
tar-si-a (tar'sea), n. See intarsia, 
tar-sus (tar'sas), n. the group of bones 
forming the heel and ankle in humans 
and the corresponding part in other 
vertebrates. 

ta-sim-e-ter (tasim'itar), n. an elec¬ 
trical apparatus for recording very 
small changes in temperature and the 
like by means of pressure changes 
caused by expanding solids, 

ta-ta-mi (tata'me), n. a kind of straw 
mat used in Japanese dwellings to 
partition off the interior, 

tat-ter-de-mal-ion (tat'ardimal'- 
yan), n. a person dressed in ragged 
clothing. 

tau-ri-form (tor'affirm), adj. having 

the form of a bull. 
tau-rine (tfir'In), adj. relating to or 
resembling a bull. 

tau-rom-a-chy (tfirom'ake), n. the 
art of bullfighting. 

tau-tol-o-gy (tfitol'aje), n. unneces¬ 
sary repetition of an idea in different 

words. 
taw (to), v. to dress a raw material, as 

an animal skin, for use. 
tax-is (tak'sis), n. the response of an 
organism to an external stimulus by 
movement in a particular direction. 

See also tropism. 
tax-on (tak'son), «. a taxonomic 

species, group, etc. 
tax-on-o-my (takson'ame), n. the sci¬ 

entific classification of living things. 
—tax-o-nom'ic, adj. 
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Tay-Sachs disease, a rare disease 
characterized by gradual blindness 
and weight loss, and invariably fatal, 
usually affecting children of Jewish 
or eastern European origin, 

teaching machine, an automatic de¬ 
vice for presenting an item of infor¬ 
mation to a pupil and extracting a 
correct response before presenting 

further items. 
tea-poy (te'poi), n. a three-legged 

stand, esp. one used in serving tea. 
tea-sel (te'zal), v. to raise a nap on 
cloth by brushing it with the prickly 
flowerhead of the teasel, 

tech-noc-ra-cy (teknok'rase), n. 
government by those skilled in the 
uses of technology, as engineers, 
technical experts, etc. 

tech-nog-ra-phy (teknog'rafe), n. the 
description and study of the history 
and distribution of the arts and 
sciences. 

tech-nol-o-gy (teknol'aje), n. applied 
science; the industrial arts, 

tec-ton-ic (tekton'ik), adj. relating to 
building or architecture, 

tec-ton-ics (tekton'iks), n. the art or 
science of construction, as of build¬ 
ings, furniture, etc. 

ted (ted), v. to spread out cut grass 
and the like to dry. 

te-di-um (te'deam), n. the quality of 
being irksome or wearisome. —te' 
di-ous, adj. 

teg-men (teg'man), «. a top layer or 
covering. 

teg-u-lar (teg'yalar), adj. relating to 
or consisting of tiles, 

teg-u-ment (teg'yamant), n. a cover¬ 
ing of skin. 

tek-non-y-my (teknon'ame), n. the 
primitive custom of giving a child’s 
name to its parent. 

tek-tite (tek' tit), n. a small, glassy body 
supposedly of meteoric origin, 

tel-aes-the-sia (telist/ze'zHa), n. See 
telesthesia. 

tel-e-gen-ic (telajen'ik), adj. having 
an appearance or personality that 
shows to advantage on television. 
Also videogenic. 

tel-eg-no-sis (telanb'sis), n. knowl¬ 

edge acquired by supernatural 
means. —tel-eg-nos'tic, adj. 

te-leg-o-ny (taleg'ane), n. the sup¬ 
posed continuation of the influence 
of a sire upon the offspring bom to 
the mother after matings with sub¬ 

sequent sires. 
tel-e-ki-ne-sis (tel'akine^sis), n. the 
causing of objects to move without 
physical contact or other normal 

force. 
te-lem-e-ter (talem'itar), n. an appa¬ 
ratus for measuring the value of a 
quantity and transmitting the results 
over a distance, usually by a radio 
device. 

tel-en-ceph-a-lon (tel'ensef'alon), n. 
the anterior part of the forebrain, 

tel-e-ol-o-gy (tel'eol'aje), n. the doc¬ 
trine that all things in nature are 
designed to fulfill a purpose, 

te-lep-a-thy (talep'af/ze),^. communi¬ 
cation of ideas, feelings, etc., by 
means other than the normal senses. 
—te-lep'a-thist, n. 

te-leph-o-ny (talef'ane), n. the trans¬ 
mission of sounds by telephone or 
similar equipment, 

tel-e-plasm (tel'aplazm), n. the sup¬ 
posed emanation from a medium’s 
body used to produce telekinesis. 

Tel-e-prompt-er (tel'apromptar), n. 
the trade name of a device for enabling 
a speaker on television to read his 
script while apparently speaking 

spontaneously. 
tel-e-ran (teflaran), n. a system of 
aerial navigation which transmits in¬ 
formation by television to airplanes, 

tel-es-the-sia, tel aes the sia (telis- 
thVZHa), n. sensation received from 
a distance without normal use of the 
senses. 

teTic (teflik), adj. tending toward a 
particular end. 

tell-er (teflar), n. one entrusted with 
the counting of votes, money, etc. 

teMu-ric (telbor'ik), adj. relating to 
the earth; terrestrial. 

teHu-ri-on (taldor'eon), n. an appa¬ 
ratus for demonstrating how the ro¬ 
tation of the earth causes day and 
night and seasonal changes. 
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tel o dynam ic (tel 'odlnam'ik), adj. 

relating to the transmission of power 
over a long distance. 

tel'O'tax-is (telatak'sis), n. move¬ 
ment of an organism in response to 
any of a number of simultaneous 
stimuli. 

tel-pher, tel-fer (tel'far), n. a car, etc., 
carried by means of telpherage, 

tel-pher-age, telferage (tel'farij), 
n. a transportation system in which 
cars are suspended from or run on 
aerial cables. 

tem-blor (tem'blar), n. an earth trem¬ 
or; an earthquake. 

tem-er-ar-i-ous (temarer'eas), adj. 

rash; reckless; impetuous, 
te^mer-i-ty (tamer'ite), n. reckless¬ 
ness; daring; boldness, 

tem-per-a (tem'para), n. a medium 
for painting consisting of powdered 
colors mixed with a natural or artifi¬ 
cial emulsion, as egg yolk, oil, gum, 
etc., and the commonest painting 
medium before the invention of oil 

paint. 
tenvplet (tem'plit), n. a wooden or 
metal mold used as a guide in shaping 
or cutting wood, stone, or the like, 

tem-po-ral (tem'paral), adj. 1. relat¬ 
ing to time. 2. relating to or concern¬ 
ing earthly life. 3. temporary; not 

eternal. 
tem-po-rize (tem'parlz), v. to avoid 
making a decision; be evasive, 

tem pu ra (tem'poora), n. a Japanese 
dish of seafood or vegetables coated 

with batter and fried, 
ten-a-ble (tenffibal), adj. that can be 
maintained, occupied, possessed, etc. 

telna"Cious (tana'sHas), adj. having 

a firm hold or grip. 
te*nac-i-ty (tanas'ite), n. the quality 

of being tenacious. 
te-nac-udum (tanak'yalam), n. a 
small hook used by surgeons for 
holding parts, such as arteries, in 

operations. 
Ten Commandments. See Deca¬ 

logue. 
ten-den-tious (tenden'sHas), adj. 

having a bias; lacking impartiality; 

not fair or just. 

teratogenesis 

ten-e-brif-ic (tenabriFik), adj. caus¬ 
ing darkness. 

ten-e-brous (ten'abras), adj. gloomy; 
dark. 

ten-ent (ten'ant), adj. adapted for 
holding on or clinging with, 

te-nes’mus (tanez'mas), n. an urge to 
evacuate the bowels or bladder but 
without the ability to do so. 

ten-et (ten'it), n. a belief or doctrine 
held to be true. 

te-nor-rha'phy (tanor'afe), n. the 
surgical stitching of a tendon. 

te-not’O-my (tanot'ame), n. the sur¬ 
gical cutting of a tendon. 

ten-segTi'ty (tenseg'rite), n. (in ar¬ 
chitecture) the efficient use of con¬ 
tinuous tension members and dis¬ 
continuous compression members in 
skeleton structures, 

ten-si-ble (ten'sabal), adj. that may 
be pulled or stretched, 

terrsile (ten'sal), adj. 1. relating to 
tension. 2. capable of being stretched, 

tensile strength, the maximum 
longitudinal stress which a material 
can support without rupture, 

teivsim-e-ter (tensim'itar), n. an in¬ 
strument which measures the pres¬ 
sure of vapor or gas. 

ten-srom-e-ter (ten'seom'itar), n. 1. 
a device for measuring tensile stress 
in wires, beams, etc. 2. an instrument 
which measures the surface tension 

of liquids. 
ten-sor (ten'sar), n. a muscle that 
stretches any part of the body, 

ten-ta-tion (tenta^SHan), n. the per¬ 
fection of a mechanical apparatus or 
the like by means of a series of tests 
of its functioning. 

ten-ud’ty (tanoo'ite), n. the quality or 

state of being tenuous. 
ten-u-ous (ten^yooas), adj. thin in 

form or consistency; rarefied; flimsy, 
tervure (ten'yar), n. the act or right 

of holding or possessing something, 
tefa-tism (ter'atizm), n. 1. See tera¬ 
tosis. 2. adoration of the monstrous, 

ter-a-to-gen-e-sis (ter'atfijen'isis), n. 

the production of biological monstro¬ 
sities or abnormal formations. Also 

ter-a-tog'e'ny. 
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ter-a-toid (teratoid), adj. of mon¬ 
strous or abnormal biological form, 

ter-a-tol-o-gy (teratol'aje), n. the 
study of malformations or monstros¬ 

ities in organisms. 
ter-a-to-sis (teratS'sis), n. a biological 
freak; amonstrosity. Also ter'a-tism. 

ter-cen-te-nar-y (tursen'taner'e), n. 

1. a 300th anniversary. —adj. 2. re¬ 
lating to a 300th anniversary, 

te-rete (toret'), adj. slender and cylin¬ 
drical with tapering ends, 

ter-gi-ver-sate (tur'jivarsat'), v. to 
equivocate; to vacillate; to change 
one’s opinions repeatedly, 

ter-ma-gant (tur'magant), n. a vio¬ 
lent, overbearing, or shrewish wom¬ 

an. 
ter-mi-na-tor (tur'manatar), n. the 

dividing line between the lit and the 
unlit part of a planet, 

ter-na-ry (tur'nare), adj. 1. involving 
or relating to three; triple. 2. third in 
order or rank. 3. using the number 

three as a base. 
ter-nate (tur'nit), adj. having three 
parts; arranged in groups of three, 

terne metal, an alloy of lead and tin. 
terp-si-cho-re-an (turp 'sakare'an), 

adj. relating to dancing, 
terra cotta, a hard earthenware, 
brownish in color and usually un¬ 

glazed. 
ter-rane (farin'), n. a connected 
group of rock formations, 

ter-ra-que-ous (tera'kweas), adj. 

comprising both land and water, 
ter-rar-i-um (tarer'eam), n., pi. ter- 
rar-i-ums, ter-rar-i-a. 1. a vivarium 
for terrestrial animals. 2. a glass con¬ 
tainer in which plants are grown, 

ter-rene (teren'), adj. 1. worldly; 
earthly; mundane. 2. earthy, 

ter-ric-o-lous (terik'alas), adj. living 
on or in the ground, 

ter-rig-e-nous (terij'anas), adj. 1. pro¬ 
duced by the earth. 2. relating to 
sediment caused by the erosive ac¬ 
tion of tides, currents, etc., or to 
rocks formed from such sediment, 

ter-rine (taren'), «■ 1. an earthenware 
casserole. 2. a delicacy of meat or fish 
cooked in such a casserole. 

terse (turs), adj. concise; using few 

words. 
ter-tian (tur'sHan), adj. of a fever 
marked by paroxysms which recur 
every second (or by inclusive reckon¬ 
ing every third) day, as some kinds of 
malaria. See also quartan, quintan, 

sextan. 
ter-ti-ar-y (tur'sHeer'e), adj. 1. third 

in rank or importance. 2. (in geology) 
{cap. T-), relating to the earlier part 
of the Cenozoic era. See also Neo¬ 
cene, Paleocene. 

ter-ti-um quid (tur'sHeam kwid'), 
something related to two things but 

distinct from each. 
tes-sel-late (tes'alat), v. to pave with 
small blocks or squares, as a floor or 
pavement. —tes-sel-la'tion, n. 

tes-sel-lat-ed (tes'alatid), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or having the appearance of a 
mosaic; checkered, 

tes-ser-a (tes'ara), n., pi. tes-ser-ae. 
1. a small piece used in mosaic work. 
2. a piece of bone or wood used by the 
ancients as a voucher, tally, ticket, etc. 

tes-ta (tes'ta), «., pi. tes-tae. the hard 
external covering of a seed; integu¬ 
ment. 

tes-ta-cean (testa'sHan), adj. having 
a shell, as certain invertebrates, 

tes-ta-ceous (testa'sHas), adj. relat¬ 
ing to shells; having a hard covering 
such as a shell. 

tes-ta-men-ta-ry (testamen'tare), 
adj. 1. relating to a will or testament. 
2. bequeathed by means of a will, 

tes-tate (tes'tat), adj. having left a 
valid will. 

tes-ta-tor (tes'tatar), n. one who has 
made a will. 

tes-ta-trix (testa'triks), n., pi. tes-ta- 
tri-ces (testa'trisez), a female testa¬ 
tor. 

test ban, an agreement between na¬ 
tions not to test nuclear weapons or to 
test them only under certain pre¬ 
scribed conditions, 

tes-ter (tes'tar), n. a canopy over a bed, 
pulpit, etc. 

tes-ti-fi-ca-tion (tes'tafaka'sHan), n. 

the act of testifying; testimony, 
tes-tu-di-nal (testood'anl), adj. relat- 
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ing to or resembling a tortoise or tor¬ 
toise shell. 

tes-tu-di-nate (testoodGnit), adj. 

shaped like a tortoise shell, 
tes'ty (tes'te), adj. irritable; easily 
annoyed. 

tet-a-nus (tetGnos), n. 1. an infectious 
disease caused by a particular bac¬ 
terium entering open wounds and 
producing violent tonic spasms. See 
also lockjaw. 2. a condition in which 
muscles are contracted for a pro¬ 
longed period. 

tet-a-ny (tet'ane), rt. a medical condi¬ 
tion marked by severe tonic spasms, 

tete-a-tete (tat'otaC), n. 1. a close con¬ 
versation or private interview, esp. 
between two people. 2. a siamoise. 

tet-rad (te'trad), n. a set, group, or 
arrangement of four, 

tet-ra-gon (te'tragon), n. a figure with 
four angles and four sides. —te-trag' 

o*nal, adj. 

tehra-gram (te'tragram), n. a word of 

four letters. 
Tetragrammaton (tatragram'a- 

ton), n. the Hebrew word for God, 
written with four consonants usually 
transliterated as YHVH. 

tet-ra-he-dral (tetrohe'dral), adj. re¬ 

lating to or having the form of a 
tetrahedron. 

tet-ra-he-dron (tetrahe'dran), n. a 

solid contained by four plane faces, 
tet-ra-ple-gia (tetraple'jea), n. See 

quadriplegia. 
tet-ra-pod (te'trepod), n. an object or 

device with four projections radiat¬ 
ing from a central point at an angle of 
120° to one another, so that if any 
tfiree of the projections touch the 
ground, the fourth will point up¬ 

ward. See also caltrop, 
thal-a-mus (t/zalGmos), n. the middle 
part of the posterior subdivision of 

the forebrain. 
tha-las-sic (t/zalas'ik), adj. relating to, 
growing in, or living in the smaller 

seas, gulfs, etc. 
thal-as-sog-ra-phy (t/zalosog'rafe), n. 

the branch of oceanography dealing 
with coastal or smaller bodies of sea 

water. 

thal-weg (tahveg), n. a line joining 
the lowest points of a valley. 

than-a-to-pho-bia {than 'otafb'beo), 
n. an abnormally excessive dread of 
death. 

thamadop^sis (t/zanatop'sis), n. spec¬ 
ulation about or contemplation of 
death. 

thau-ma-tol-o-gy (t/zomatolGje), n. 

the study of miracles. 
thau-ma-trope (t/zo'matrop), n. a 

card with a different picture on each 
side, which when rotated swiftly 
causes the two pictures to appear 
combined as one. 

thau-ma-turge (t/zo'maturj), n. one 
who performs miracles. —thau-ma- 
tur'gic, adj. 

thau-ma’tur-gy (t/zo'matur'je), n. 

the performance of miracles. 
the-an-throp-ic (t/zeanz/zrophk), adj. 

relating to both god and man; divine 
and human. 

the-an-thro-pism (thean1 t&rapizm), 
rt. 1. the union of the divine and 
human; the incarnation of God as 
man in Christ. 2. the attributing of 
human characteristics to gods. 

theater of war, the whole area in 
which military forces are deployed 
and may be used in direct military 
action. See also zone of interior. 

the-ba-ine (the1 baen), n. a substance 
obtained from opium but having 
poisonous effects similar to those of 
strychnine rather than narcotic ef¬ 

fects. 
the-ca (the'ka), n. a cover or recep¬ 

tacle; sac. 
the-ine (the'en), rt. caffeine, esp. as it 

occurs in tea. 
the-ism (the'izm), n. 1. belief in the 
existence of one god as the creator of 
the universe. See also deism. 2. be¬ 
lief in the existence of a god or gods. 

See also atheism. 
the-lyt-o-ky (t/zilitGke), n. partheno¬ 

genesis resulting in the birth of fe¬ 
male offspring only. Also theby-ot'o- 
ky. —the-lyt'o-kous, adj. 

the-nar (t/ze'nar), n. 1. the fleshy ball 
of the thumb. 2. the fleshy outer side 

of the palm. 
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the-o-cen-tric (t/zeasen'trik), adj. 
having God as the center of all 
thoughts, feelings, etc. 

the’oc-ra'cy (t/zeok'rase), n. a form 
of government in which the rulers, 
usually priests, claim to have or are 
regarded as having divine guidance, 

the'oc-ra-sy (theok1 rase), n. a mixture 

of religious forms and deities as the 
object of worship by believers, 

the-od-o-lite (t/zeod'allt), n. a survey¬ 
ing instrument for checking gradi¬ 
ents, angles, etc. 

the-og-o-ny (theogGne), n. a geneal¬ 
ogy of the gods; an account of or poem 
dealing with the origin of the gods, 

the-ol-a-try (t/zeol'atre), n. worship 
of a god. 

the-om-a'chy (t/zeomGke), n. a con¬ 
flict against or among the gods, 

the-o-ma-ni-a (the'oma'nea), n. a 
form of madness in which the sufferer 
believes himself to be God or espe¬ 
cially chosen by God. 

the-o-mor-phic (t/zeamor'fik), adj. 
resembling a god in appearance, 

the-op-a'thy (theop'athe), n. strong 
emotion aroused by the contempla¬ 
tion of God. 

the-oph-amy (theof'ane), n. the vis¬ 
ible manifestation of God or a god to 
man. 

the-os-o-phy (theosGfe), n. any reli¬ 
gious belief or philosophy claiming 
mystical insight into the divine na¬ 
ture. —the-o-soph'i-cal, adj. 

Ther-a-va-da (therava'da), n. See 
Hinayana. 

ther-blig (t/zur'blig), n. any element 
in an operation or procedure that can 
be subjected to time and motion 
study, [anagram of F. B. Gilbreth 
(1868-1924), U.S. engineer] 

the-rhac (ther'eak), n. 1. treacle; mo¬ 
lasses. 2. an antidote to snake bites 
and other poisons, made of numerous 
drugs mixed with honey, 

the-ri-an (ther'ean), adj. relating to 
marsupial and placental mammals. 

theTi-an-throp*ic (ther/ean^/^rop,- 
ik), adj. partly animal and partly hu¬ 
man in form. 

the-ri-o-mor-phic (t/zer'eamor'fik). 
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adj. having the form of an animal, 

esp. of gods. 
therTnae^/zur'mej.w.p/. hot springs, 
therm *al'ge*si*a (t/zurm 'alije'zeo), n. 
pain caused by heat, 

therm-aifes-the'sia, therrrran- 
aes-the-sia (t/zurm'anist/ze'zHa), n. 
inability to feel heat or cold. Also 
therTno-ames-the'sia. 

therm-es-the-sia, therm-aes-the- 
sia (t/zurmhst/ze'zHo). the ability to 
feel heat or cold. 

therm-i-on (t/zurm'Ian), n. an electri¬ 
cally charged particle, as an ion, 
emitted by an incandescent body. 
— therm-i-on'ic, adj. 

therm-i-on-ics (t/zurm honhks), n. 
sing, the scientific study of thermionic 
phenomena. 

ther^mis-tor (t/zarmis'tar), n. a resis¬ 
tor whose resistance varies with 
changes in temperature, 

ther-mo-cline (t/zur'maklln), n. a 
layer of water in a sea, lake, etc., 
marked by greater variations in tem¬ 
perature than the layers above and 
below it. See also epilimnion, hypo- 
limnion. 

ther-mo-cou-ple (f/zur'makup'al), n. 
a device used to ascertain the tem¬ 
perature of a substance by measuring 
its electromotive force. Also ther- 
mel, thermoelectric couple, ther¬ 
moelectric thermometer, 

ther-mo-dur-ic (//zurmadoor'ik), adj. 
resistant to high temperatures, as 
certain microorganisms, 

ther modynam ics (t/zur'modl- 
nam'iks), n. the study of the relation 
between heat and mechanical energy 
and the conversion of one into the 
other. —ther-mo-dynamic, adj. 

ther-mo-gen-e-sis (//zur'mbjen'- 
isis), n. the production of heat in an 
animal body. —ther-mo^ge-net'ic, 
adj. 

ther-mo-gen-ic (t/zurmajenhk), adj. 
relating to or causing the production 
of heat. 

ther'mog'e-nous (t/zarmoj'anas), 
adj. heat-producing, 

ther-mo-ge-og-ra-phy (t/zur'mo- 
jeog'rafe), n. the study of variations 
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in temperature according to geo¬ 
graphical distribution, 

ther-mog-ra-phy (z/zarmog'rafe), n. 
a printing process in which the prin¬ 
ted matter is dusted with powder and 
heated to make the letters stand out 
in relief. 

ther-mo-lu-mi-nes-cence (thur 
moloo'manesGns), n. phosphores¬ 
cence induced by the action of heat. 
Also ther-mo-phos-pho-res'cence. 
— ther-mo-lu-mi-nes'cent, adj. 

ther-mol-y-sis (t/zormoFisis), n. the 
dissipation of heat from the body, 

ther-mom-e-try (z/zarmom'itre), n. 
the science dealing with the measure¬ 
ment of temperature, 

ther-mo-mo-tive (thur 'mamb'tiv), 
adj. relating to motion caused by heat, 

ther-mo-nu-cle-ar (//iur'monoo'- 
klear), adj. relating to or involving a 
thermonuclear reaction, 

thermonuclear reaction, a nuclear 
reaction between the atomic nuclei 
of a substance heated to a tempera¬ 
ture of several million degrees, 

ther-mo-phile (z/mr'mafil), n. an 
organism, as certain bacteria, that 
grows best in comparatively high 
temperatures, esp. between 50° and 
60°C. —ther-mo-phil'ic, adj. 

ther mo pile (z/mr'mapll), n. an ap¬ 
paratus consisting of a series of 
thermocouples joined together and 
used to generate electric current or 
to measure radiant energy, 

ther-mo-plas-tic (z/zurmaplas'tik), 
adj. having properties of softness and 

plasticity when heated, 
ther-mo-re-cep-tor (z/mr/m5risep,- 
tar), n. a receptor sensitive to changes 

in temperature. 
ther-mo-scope (z/zur'maskop), n. a 

device for measuring changes in tem¬ 
perature of a substance by noting the 
accompanying changes in its volume, 

ther-mo-sen-si-tive (z/mr'mdsen'si- 

tiv), adj. easily affected by a change, 

esp. a rise in temperature, 
ther-mo-set-ting (z/mr'moset'iNG), 

adj. having the property of setting 
hard when heated and being incap¬ 

able of remolding. 

ther-mo-sphere (z/zur'masfer), n. the 
region in the earth’s atmosphere 
which lies above the mesosphere and 
in which temperature increases with 
altitude. 

ther-mo-sta-ble (t/zurmasta'bal), adj. 
retaining its characteristic properties 
when subjected to moderate heat, 

ther-mo-stat (z/mr'mastat), n. a de¬ 
vice for regulating a heating appara¬ 
tus so as to maintain a constant tem¬ 

perature. 
ther-mo-tax-is (z/zurmatak'sis), n. 1. 

movement of an organism in response 
to a source of heat. 2. the regulation 
of body temperature, 

ther "mot to -pistil (tha rmo1 trap izm), 
n. growth of an organism in a direc¬ 
tion determined by a source of heat. 
—ther-mo-trop'ic, adj. 

the-roid (z/zer'oid), adj. having the 
characteristics or tendencies of an 
animal. 

the-ro-phyte (z/zer'afit), n. a plant 
whose lifetime covers only one grow¬ 
ing season. 

ther-sit-i-cal (z/zarsiFikal), adj. abu¬ 
sive; foul-mouthed, 

the-sis (the'sis), n. a proposition put 
forward for discussion; a lengthy dis¬ 
sertation supporting such a proposi¬ 

tion. 
thes-pi-an (z/zes'pean), adj. relating 

to the drama or to acting, 
the-ur-gy (z/ze'urje), n. 1. a system of 
magic or supernatural practices by 
those claiming to have the help of 
beneficent deities. 2. the operation of 
divine or supernatural agency in hu¬ 

man affairs. 
thews (thyooz), n. pi. sinew; muscle; 
muscular strength, 

thi-a-sus (z/zFasas), n. (in ancient 
Greece) a group holding a celebra¬ 
tion or ceremony in honor of a patron 

god. 
thig-mo-tax-is (z/zigmatak'sis), n. 1. 
the movement of an organism in re¬ 
sponse to an object providing a 
mechanical stimulus. 2. See stereo¬ 

taxis. 
thig -mo • tro -pism (z/zigmo' trap izm), 
n. growth of an organism in which the 
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direction is determined by mechani¬ 
cal contact. 

thill (t/zil), n. either of the two shafts 
of a vehicle which is drawn by one 
animal. 

thim-ble-rig (t/zim'bolrig), n. a game 
of deception in which a pea or the like, 
supposedly concealed under one of 
three thimbles, is palmed by one 
player while the other player guesses 
and lays bets on which thimble it is 
under. 

thi-o-u-ra-cil (t^T'oydor'osil), n. a 
crystalline powder used to reduce 
overactivity of the thyroid gland. 

thix-ot-ro-py (t/zikso'tope), n. the 
characteristic of certain gels to be¬ 
come liquid when stirred. 

tho-rac-ic (t/zoras'ik), adj. of or relat¬ 
ing to the thorax. 

thrall (t/zrol), n. one held in bondage; 
a slave. 

thra-son-i-cal (t/zrason'ikal), adj. 
boastful; bragging. 

threm-ma-tol-o-gy (t/zrematoPaje), 
n. the breeding of animals and plants 
under domestication. 

thren-o-dy (thren'ade), n. a lament; 
funeral song; dirge. Also thre'node. 

throe (thro), n. a sharp spasm; a pang 
of emotion. 

throm-bin (t/zrom'bin), n. a substance 
that facilitates coagulation of the 
blood. 

throm-bo-cyte (t/zronpboslt), n. a 
nucleate cell that facilitates coagula¬ 
tion of blood in those vertebrates 
without blood platelets. 

throm-bo-gen (t/zrom'bajen), n. See 
prothrombin. 

throm-bol-y-sis (t/zromboPisis), n. 
the dissolution of a thrombus. Also 
throm-boc'la-sis. 

throm-bo-phle-bi-tis (t/zrom 'bofli- 
bPtis), n. inflammation of a vein with 
resulting occurrence of thrombosis 
in the affected part. See also phlebo- 
thrombosis. 

throm-bo-sis (t/zrombo'sis), n. the 
clotting of blood in any part of the 
circulatory system. 

throm-bus (t/zronrPbos), n. a clot of 
blood which forms in a blood vessel. 

throwster (t/zrb'stor), n. a person 
who carries out the textile operation 
of twisting filaments, as of silk or syn¬ 
thetic fiber, into yam without stretch¬ 
ing them, an operation known as 
throwing. 

thrum (thrum), n. one of the fringe of 
unwoven warp threads left on a loom 
after the web of fabric is cut off. 

thug-gee (thug'e), n. (formerly in 
India) murder, usually by strangula¬ 
tion, and robbery by professional 

thugs. 
thun-der-stone (t/zun'darstbn), n. 

any of various stones, as meteorites, 
etc., once believed to have fallen as 
thunderbolts. 

thu-ri-ble (thoox'abal), n. a vessel used 
for the burning of incense; censer, 

thu-ri-fer (t/zoor'afor), n. a person 
who carries a thurible in religious 
services. 

thurm (t/zurm), v. to shape or carve 
(wood) across the grain so as to make 
it appear to turn. 

thy-la-cine (t/zl'lasln), n. a carniv¬ 
orous, tan-colored, black-striped, 
wolf-like marsupial of Tasmania, 

thyroid (t/zl'roid), n. a ductless two- 
lobed endocrine gland situated in the 
neck of vertebrates, whose secretions 
regulate metabolism and growth. 
Also thyroid gland, 

thy- ro-tox-i-co-sis (t/zI'rotok'sakcV- 
sis), n. an abnormal condition caused 
by excessive activity of the thyroid 
gland and characterized by enlarge¬ 
ment of the thyroid, weight loss, pro¬ 
truding eyes, tremors, rapid pulse, 
etc. 

tib-ia (tib'eo), n. the inner of the two 
bones between the knee and the ankle. 

tic dou-lou-reux (tik' dobfiooroo'), a 
form of neuralgia producing parox¬ 
ysmal pain and muscular twitching 
in the face. Also facial neuralgia. 

Tiffany glass. See Favrile glass, 
ti-glon (tl'gtan), n. the offspring of a 
mating between a tiger and a lioness, 

ti-ki (te'ke), n. a carved image of an 
ancestor, supernatural power, etc., 
worn as an amulet in some Polynesian 
cultures. 
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til-ak (til'ok), n. a colored mark worn 
on the forehead by Hindu men and 

women. 
til-de (til'do), n. 1. a mark (') placed 

over a letter, as over n in Spanish, to 
indicate a change in the sound of a 
letter. 2. a similar mark used to indi¬ 
cate the omission of a syllable or 
word, as a sign of negation in logic 

and mathematics, etc. 
tim-bal, tym-bal (tiirdbal), n. 1. a 
kettledrum. 2. a vibrating membrane 
found in certain insects, 

tim-bre (tim'bar), n. the distinctive 
quality of a sound, as of a voice or of 
music produced by a particular in¬ 

strument. 
time-binding (tmffblndiNG), n. the 

preservation of memories and ex¬ 

periences by one generation for the 

use of succeeding generations, 

tim-or-ous (tim'oras), adj. fearful; 

timid. 
tim-pa-ni, tym-pa-ni (tim'pane), n. 
pi. a set of kettledrums as used by an 

orchestra. 
tinc-to-ri-al (tiNGktor'eol), adj. relat¬ 

ing to colors, dyeing, or staining, 

tin ni ent (tin'eant), adj. having a 

ringing sound. 

tin-ni-tus (tinfftas), n. a sensation of 

ringing in the ears, 
tin-tin-nab-u-larftintinab'yalarhad/. 

relating to bells or their sounds. Also 
tin-tin-nab'u-lar-y, tin-tin-nab'u- 

lous. 
tin-tin-nab-u-la-tion (tin'tinab 

yala^SHan), n. the sound of bells 

ringing. 

tint-om-e-ter (tintom'itar), n. a col¬ 
orimeter for comparing a color with 

a range of standard tints or colors, 
tin-type (tinfflp), n. a photograph in 
the form of a positive made on a sensi¬ 
tized sheet of enameled tin or iron, 

tip-pet (tip'it), n. a cape or scarf of fur 
or wool worn with the two ends hang¬ 

ing loose in front. 
tip-pie (tip'al), v. to drink repeated 

small quantities of intoxicating li¬ 

quor. 
ti-rade (tl'rad), n. a protracted speech 

of denunciation or abuse. 

ti-ro (tffrS), n. See tyro, 
ti-tan-o-saur (tltan'asor), n. any her¬ 
bivorous dinosaur of the genus Ti- 
tanosaurus which belonged to the 
Cretaceous period. 

tithe (tlTH), 77.1. a tenth part of income 

or of agricultural produce paid to a 

church or religious institution. 2. any 

one-tenth tax or levy. 

tit-i-vate1 (tiffavat), v. to dress up; to 

make smart; to adorn. 

tit-i-vate2 (tit'avat), v. to titillate; to 

tickle; to excite agreeably, as by strok¬ 

ing or flirtation. 

ti-trate (tl'trat), v. to determine the 

quantity of a constituent in a com¬ 

pound by adding a precise amount of 

a reagent. 

tit-tie (tit'l), 77. 1. a small dot in print¬ 

ing or writing. 2. a very small part of 
anything; a minute quantity, 

tit-u-ba-tion (ticH'doba'sHan), n. a 

disorder in bodily equilibrium caus¬ 

ing an unsteady gait and trembling. 

—tit'u-bant, adj. 
tit-u-lar (tiCH'alor), adj. 1. relating to 

or of the nature of a title. 2. existing 

only in title; without the duties of 

office; nominal. 
tme-sis (tame'sis), n. the separation 

of parts of a compound word by the 

interposition of one or more other 

words, as what deeds soever. 
TNT, a solid, highly explosive but not 

affected by normal friction or shock, 
used chiefly in explosive devices such 
as shells, and in the making of dyes 
and photographic chemicals. Also 
trinitrotoluene, methyltrinitroben- 

zene. 

toc-ca-ta (toka'ta), n., pi. toc-ca-te. a 

musical composition intended to 

show the performer’s technique, 

to-col-o-gy, to-kol-o-gy (tokol'aje), n. 

obstetrics. 

toc-sin (tok'sin), n. a warning signal; 

an alarm sounded by a bell, 

to-gat-ed (td'gatid), adj. peaceful. 

[from Latin: literally, wearing a toga] 
to-hu-bo-hu (tSffiooboffioo), n. dis¬ 

order; chaos, [from Hebrew] 
to-ko-dy-na-mom-e-ter, to-co-dy- 
na-mom-e-ter (td'kodT'namom'i- 
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tor), n. a device for measuring pres¬ 
sure within the uterus during labor. 
Also tocometer. 

tom al ley (tom'ale), n. the liver of a 
lobster, as used in cookery, 

tom-bo-lo (tom'bold), «., pi. tom-bo- 
los. a spit or bar of sand linking one 
island with another or with the main¬ 
land. 

tome (tom), n. a separate volume 
forming part of a set or a larger work ; 
any learned or serious book, 

to-men-tose(tamen'tos), adj. densely 
covered with down or matted hair, 

to-mo-gram (td'mogram), n. a photo¬ 
graph obtained by using tomography, 

to-mo-graph (tb'mograf), n. an ap¬ 
paratus for making tomograms, 

to-mog-ra-phy (tomog'rofe), n. the 
technique of making x-ray photo¬ 
graphs of a selected plane of the body, 

to-net-ics (tonet'iks), n. sing, the study 
of linguistic tones. 

ton-neau (tund'), n., pi. ton-neaus, 
ton-neaux (tun<V). 1. the rear com¬ 
partment of an automobile with pas¬ 
senger seating. 2. See millier. 

to-nom-e-ter (tonom'itar), n. 1. a de¬ 
vice for measuring tonal frequency. 
2. any of several measuring instru¬ 
ments, as one for measuring tension 
inside the eyeball, one for finding 
blood pressure, etc. 

ton-sil-lec-to-my (tonsolek'tome), n. 
the surgical excision of one or both 
tonsils. 

ton-sil-li-tis (tonsoll'tis), n. inflam¬ 
mation of one or both tonsils, 

ton-so-ri-al (tonsor'eol), adj. relating 
to a barber or to shaving, 

ton-sure (ton'sHor), n. the shaven 
part, usually the crown, of the head 
of a cleric. 

ton-tine (ton'ten), n. a form of annuity 
in which the amount left to each sub¬ 
scriber increases as other subscribers 
die. 

to-nus (to'nas), n. a normal condition 
of moderate tension in muscle tissue, 

tope (top), v. to drink any alcoholic 
beverages habitually in excessive 
quantities. —top'er, n. 

to-pec-to-my (tapek'tame), n. the 
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surgical removal of a section of the 
cerebral cortex in order to relieve 
pain, etc. 

to-phus (to'fas), n.,pl. to-phi (to'fij. a 
calcareous deposit in soft tissue 
around joints or on bone, esp. as a 
result of gout. 

to-pi-ar-y (to'peer'e), n. the art of 
clipping shrubs into ornamental 
shapes. 

top-i-cal (top'ikal), adj. 1. relating to 
things of current or local interest. 2. 
(in medicine) relating to a particular 
part of the body. 

to-pog-ra-phy (topog'rofe), n. the de¬ 
tailed description or representation 
of the features of a particular region or 
district, esp. on a map or chart. 
— to-pog'ra-pher, n. 

to-pol-o-gy (topol'oje), n. the branch 
of geometry that deals with those 
properties of forms which remain un¬ 
changed under conditions of defor¬ 
mation or transformation, 

top-o-nym (top'onim), n. a name 
which is derived from the name of a 
place. 

to-pon-y-my (topon'ome), n. 1. the 
etymological study of place names. 
2. the classification of the names of 
the various parts of the body, 

toque (tok), n. a woman’s close-fitting 
hat without a brim, 

tor (tor), n. a rocky hill; a mass of rock 
reaching to a peak. 

tor-chere (torSHer'), n. a holder or 
stand for a candelabrum, 

tor-e-a-dor (tor'eador), n. a bull¬ 
fighter, usually mounted, 

to-re-ro (tarer'o), n. a bullfighter, esp. 
a matador. 

to-reu-tics (taroo'tiks), n. sing, the 
technique of embossing or chasing 
metal or the like. —to-reu'tic, adj. 

tor-ic (tor'ik), adj. relating to a lens 
having a surface forming part of a 
torus. 

to-roid (tor'oid), n. a surface gener¬ 
ated by a plane closed curve rotated 
about an axis lying in its plane. —to¬ 
roidal, adj. 

tor-pid (tor'pid), adj. sluggish; leth¬ 
argic; dull; dormant. 
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tor-por (tor'par), n. a state of mental 

and physical inactivity; inertia; dor¬ 
mancy. 

tor-por-if-ic (torpsrif'ik), adj. pro¬ 
ducing torpor. 

tor*quate (tor'kwit), adj. having 
markings, distinctive feathers, etc., 
in a band around the neck, 

torque (tork), n. a force or movement 
which causes rotation, 

tor-ques (tor'kwez), n. sing, a marking 
or formation encircling the neck, 

tor-re-fy (tor'afi), v. to parch or 
scorch; to dry with heat, 

tor-sade (torsad'), n. a twisted cord, 
esp. as used for ornamentation, 

tor-si-bil-i-ty (torsobil'ite), n. the ca¬ 
pability of being twisted, 

tor-sion (tor'sHan), n. the act of twist¬ 

ing. 
tort (tort), n. a legal wrong in breach¬ 

ing a duty or infringing a right and 
for which the remedy lies in a civil 
action, as negligence, defamation. 
— tor'tious, adj. 

torte (tort), n. a rich cake made of eggs, 
cakecrumbs, sugar, and ground nuts, 

tor-ti-col-lis (tortakol'is), n. a condi¬ 
tion in which the neck is twisted and 
the head carried in an abnormal posi¬ 
tion. Also wryneck, 

tor-tile (tor'til), adj. twisted, 
tor-til-la (torte'a), n. a Mexican thin, 

flat cake of corn meal baked on a hot 
iron or earthenware plate, 

tor-til-lon (tor'teon'), n. a lump of 
paper twisted to a point, 

tor-tu-ous (tor'cHooas), ad], full of 
twists; winding; indirect; deceitful. 

— tor-tu-os'i-ty, n. 
to-rus (tor'as), n. 1. (in architecture) 

a large convex molding, commonly 
found at the base of a column. 2. Also 
anchor ring, a doughnut-shaped sur¬ 
face described by the revolution of a 
conic section, esp. a circle, about an 
axis in its plane. —to-roi'dal, adj. 

toss-pot (tos'pot), n. a drunkard, 
to-tal-i-tar-i-an-ism (total 'iter'ean- 

izm), n. a system of government in 
which the state exerts absolute con¬ 

trol over its citizens and does not 
tolerate differing opinions. 

totem pole, a pole or post set up in 
front of a North American Indian 
dwelling, bearing carved or painted 
representations of the objects or crea¬ 
tures adopted as the emblems of the 
family or group. 

to-ti-pal-mate (totapal'mit), adj. hav¬ 
ing all toes fully webbed, as certain 
birds. 

tour-bil-lion (toorbil'yan), n. a whirl¬ 
wind or something resembling one, 
as a firework giving out spirally rising 
sparks. 

tour de force (toordafors'), pi. tours 
de force, an outstanding achieve¬ 
ment that is unlikely to be equaled or 
repeated. 

tour-ne-dos (toor'nido), n., sing, and 
pi thickly sliced fillet of beef served 
with any of several sauces, 

tower of silence, a raised stone plat¬ 
form on which Parsees leave their 
dead to be eaten by vultures. Also 
dakhma. 

tox-e-mi-a, tox-ae-mi-a (tokse'mea), 
n. a diseased condition caused by the 
presence in the bloodstream of a 
poison of animal or vegetable origin. 
— tox-e'mic, tox-ae'mic, adj. 

tox-i-co-gen-ic (tok'sakojen'ik), adj. 
producing poisonous substances, 

tox-i-col-o-gy (toksakol'aje), n. the 
scientific study of poisons, their ef¬ 
fects, and problems connected with 

them. 
tox-i-co-sis (toksako'sis), n. an ab¬ 
normal bodily condition resulting 
from the action of a poison, 

tox-in-an -ti-tox-in (tok' sinan'titok' - 
sin), n. a mixture of toxin and anti¬ 
toxin formerly used to provide im¬ 
munity against certain diseases, 

tox-i-pho-bia (toksafo'bea), n. an ab¬ 
normally excessive fear of being 

poisoned. 
tox-oid (tok'soid), n. a toxin which 
has been treated to make it nontoxic, 
used to induce immunity against a 
specific disease by causing the forma¬ 

tion of antibodies. 
tra-be-at-ed (tra'bea'tid), adj. de¬ 
signed or constructed with beams, 

tra-bec-u-la (trabek'yala), n. a part of 
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a botanical or other structure resem¬ 
bling a bar, rod, or small beam, 

trac er y (tra'sare), n. ornamentation 
consisting of a decorative interlacing 
of lines, bars, ribs, etc., esp. in archi¬ 

tecture. 
tra-che-a (tra'kea), n., pi. tra-che-ae 

(tra'kee). the windpipe in man and 
other vertebrates, carrying air to and 

from the lungs. 
tra-che-ot-omy (tra'keot'ame), n. 

the surgical operation of making an 
incision in the trachea, 

tra-cho-ma (trako'ma), n. a form of 
contagious conjunctivitis marked by 

granulations. 
tractate (trak'tat), n. a tract; treatise, 
tractile (trak'til), adj. capable of be¬ 

ing drawn out lengthwise. See also 
ductile, malleable, 

tractive (trak'tiv), adj. serving to 
pull; exerting traction, 

trade-last (trad'last'j, n. a compli¬ 
mentary remark about a person re¬ 
peated to him by a person who heard 
it in return for the repeating of a 
similar compliment paid to that per¬ 
son. 

trade wind, the wind that blows al¬ 
most constantly from the high-pres¬ 
sure areas of the subtropics to the 
low-pressure equatorial areas and, 
being deflected westward by the 
earth’s rotation, comes from a north¬ 
easterly direction in the northern 
hemisphere and a south-easterly di¬ 
rection in the southern hemisphere. 
Also trade winds, trades, 

trad-i-tor (trad'itar), pi. trad-i-to- 
res (traditor'ez). an early Christian 
who betrayed his co-religionists un¬ 
der Roman persecution, 

tra-duce (trodoos'), v. to slander, 
malign, or blacken the reputation of. 

tra>du-cian-ism(tradoo,SH3nizm),w. 
the doctrine that the soul as well as 
the body is bom of one’s parents. See 
also creationism. 

trag-a-canth (trag'akant/i), «. a kind 
of gum obtained from certain Asian 
plants and used to bind powders into 
pills, stiffen fabrics, etc. Also gum 
tragacanth. 
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trag-i-com-e-dy (trajikom'ide), n. a 
play, novel, etc., containing both 
tragic and comic elements, 

tra-gus (tra'gas), n.,pl. tra-gi (tra'jl). a 
prominence in front of the external 
opening of the ear. 

train oil, a thick oil obtained from 
marine animals, as whales, seals, etc. 

tra-jec-to-ry (trajek'tare), n. the path 
of a missile, as a shell, rocket, arrow, 

etc.j through the air. 
tram-mel (tram'al), n. 1. (usually pi.) 

something that impedes action or 
progress; a restraint or check. 2. an 
instrument for describing ellipses, 

tra-mon-tane (tramon'tan), adj. lo¬ 
cated or being beyond the mountains. 

Also transmontane. 
tran quil -ize, tran quil lize (traNG' - 
kwallz), v. to calm or soothe; to be¬ 

come calm. 
tran-quil-iz-er (traNG'kwallzar), n. a 

drug which calms; a sedative, 
trans-ca-lent (transka'bnt), adj. al¬ 
lowing the passage of heat, 

trans-ceiver (transe'var), n. a radio 
set which combines a transmitter and 
a receiver. 

tran-scend-ent (transen'dant), adj. 
surpassing the normal limits; lying 
outside ordinary experience. —tran¬ 
scend'ence, n. 

tran-seen-den-tal (tran 'senden'tl), 
adj. 1. transcendent. 2. abstract; ab¬ 
struse. 3. idealistic; exaggerated, 

trans-duc-er (transdoo'sar), n. a de¬ 
vice that transfers energy from one 
system to another, often in a different 
form. 

tran-sect (transekt'), v. to cut across, 
trans-el-e-ment (transel'amant), v. 

to transmute; change the nature of. 
Also trans-el'e-ment-ate. 

trans-em-pir-i-cal (trans'empir'- 
ikal), adj. outside the limits of what 
can be learned by experience, 

trans-fig-ure (transfig'yar), v. to 
change the form or appearance of; 
transform. 

trans-form-er (transfor'mar), n. an 
apparatus which transforms electri¬ 
cal energy from one set of one or more 
circuits to another set of one or more 
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circuits at the same frequency but 
usually at a different voltage. See also 
converter. 

trans-hu-mance (transhyoo'mans), 
n. the seasonal movement of livestock 
and those who tend them, 

tran-sil-i-ent (transil'eant), adj. mov¬ 
ing rapidly from one state to another, 

trans-il-lu-mi-nate (transiloo'ma- 
nat), v. to make light pass through, 

tran-sis-tor (tranzisffar), n. a very 
small electronic device which utilizes 
a semiconductor in order to control 
current flow between two terminals 
and is much used in electronic circuits 
in place of electronic tubes, 

tran-si-to-ry (tran'sitor'e), adj. not 
lasting; short-lived; temporary, 

trans-lit-er-ate (translit'arat), v. to 
represent the (letters, words, etc.) of 
one language in the alphabet of 
another. 

trans-lu-cent (transloo'sant), adj. 
permitting the partial passage of 
light. Also trans-lu'cid. 

trans-mi-grate (transml'grat), v. 1. 
to go from one place to another, esp. 
to another country in order to settle 
there. 2. (of the soul) to be reborn in 
another body after death. —trans- 
mi-gra'tion, n. 

trans-mog-ri-fy (transmog'rafl), v. 
to change appearance, esp. with a 
weird or grotesque effect, 

trans-mon-tane (transmon'tan), adj. 

See tramontane. 
trans-mun-dane (trans'mundan'), 

adj. beyond the visible world, 
tran-spic-u-ous (transpik'yooas), adj. 

transparent. 
tran-spon-der (transpon'dar), n. a 

radio or radar set which automatically 
emits information on receipt of a 

certain signal. 
trans-po-ni-ble (transpo'nabal), adj. 

able to be transposed, 
tran-sub-stan-ti-ate (tran'sabstan'- 

SHeat), v. 1. to change into another 
substance. 2. to change (bread and 
wine) in essence, but not in appear¬ 
ance into the body and blood of 

Christ. 
trans-u-ran-ic (trans'yooran'ik), adj. 

having an atomic number greater 
than that of uranium. 

trans-vec-tion (transvek'sHan), n. 
the conveyance of a witch by super¬ 
natural agency through the air. 

tra-pe-zi-um (trape'zeam), n.,pl. tra- 
pe-ziums, tra-pe-zia. 1. a quadri¬ 
lateral figure in which no two sides 
are parallel. 2. (in Euclidian geom¬ 
etry) a trapezoid. 

trap-e-zoid (trap'izoid), n. a quadri¬ 
lateral figure with only two parallel 
sides. 

tra-pun-to (trapoon'to), n., pi. tra- 
pun-tos. a type of quilting bearing a 
raised design made by outlining the 
design in running stitch and padding 
it underneath. 

trau-ma (trou'ma), n., pi. trau-ma-ta 
(trou'mata), trau-mas. 1. an injury; 

a condition caused by injury. 2. a 
severe and lasting emotional shock 
caused by an unpleasant or alarming 
experience. — trau-maffic, adj. 

tra-vail (traval'), n. work of a difficult 
or irksome nature; anguish; suffer¬ 
ing. 

traverse (trav'ars), v. to travel or 
pass along or through. 

trav-er-tine, trav-er-tin (travertin), 
n. a light-colored limestone deposited 
around mineral springs, esp. hot 
springs, and used as a building ma¬ 

terial. 
trav-es-ty (travfiste), «. 1. a ludicrous 
or ridiculous distortion; caricature or 
parody. —v. 2. to make ridiculous by 
grotesque distortion. 

tre-cen-to (traCHen'to), n. the 14th 
century in Italian art, literature, etc. 

tre-en-ware (tre'anwer), n. kitchen 
utensils, household vessels, etc., 

made of wood. 
tre-foil (tre'foil), n. an ornamental 
motif or structure resembling a clover 

leaf. 
treil-lage (tra'lij), n. a trellis; lattice- 

work. 
trem-u-lant (trem'ystant), adj. trem¬ 

bling; shaking. 
trem-u-lous (trem'yalas), adj. affec¬ 

ted with trembling as a result of 
nervousness, fear, etc. 
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trench-ant (tren'cHant), adj. 1. in¬ 

cisive; sharp; cutting. 2. energetic; 
vigorously effective, 

tre-pan (tripan'), n. a tool for gouging 
out cores so as to form small holes, 

tre-phine (trifTn,)I n. a circular saw 
with a guiding center pin, used in 
surgery for cutting out circular sec¬ 
tions of bone. 

trep-i-da-tion (trepida'sHon), n. a 
state of fear or alarm; anxiety, 

trep-o-ne-mi-a-sis (trep 'anaml'asis), 
n. syphilis or a related disease, 

tret (tret), n. an allowance of extra 
weight formerly given to a purchaser 
to make up for deterioration or waste 
of goods during transportation, 

tri-ad (tri'ad), n. a group of three 
closely associated persons or things, 

tri-ar-chy (tri'arke), n. government 

or rule by three persons; a triumvi¬ 
rate. 

Tri-as-sic (trlas'ik), adj. relating to the 
earliest period of the Mesozoic era, 
from about 220 million to 180 million 
years ago, distinguished by volcanic 
activity and the appearance of marine 
and amphibious reptiles, 

trib-ade (trib'ad), n. a female homo¬ 
sexual. 

trib-a-dism (trib'adizm), n. homo¬ 
sexuality in females, 

trib-u-la-tion (tribyala'sHan), n. suf¬ 
fering; distress; affliction, 

tri-bu-nal (tribyoonM), n. a court of 
justice; a judicial assembly, 

trib-une (trib'yoon), n. one who 
represents the ordinary people and 
defends their rights, 

trice (tris), n. a very short space of 
time; an instant; a moment, 

trich-oid (trik'oid), adj. resembling 
hair. 

tri-chol-o-gy (trikol'aje), n. the study 
of hair and its diseases, 

tri-chot-o-my (trikot'ame), n. a divi¬ 
sion into three. 

tri-chro-ma-tism (trlkro'matizm), n. 

the condition of normal vision in 
which all the basic colors are per¬ 
ceived. Also tri-chro-ma-top'si-a. 
See also monochromatism, dichro¬ 
matism. 

tri-com, tri-come (trl'korn), n. a hat 
having the brim turned up to form 

three sides. 
tri-dent (trTd'nt), n. a three-pronged 

spear. 
tri-fid (trl'fid), adj. divided into three, 
tri-fur-cate (trlfur'kat), v. to branch 

or fork into three parts, 
trig-o-nal (trig'anl), adj. relating to or 
shaped like a triangle, 

trig-o-nous (trig'anas), adj. having 
three angles; triangular, 

tri-he-dral (trlhe'dral), adj. having 
three surfaces meeting in a point, 

tri-he-dron (trlhe'dran), n. the figure 
formed by three surfaces meeting in 
a point. 

tri-lem-ma (trllem'a), n. a situation 
in which there are three unpleasant 
alternatives. See also dilemma, 

tri-ma-ran (trl'maran), n. a sailing 
vessel with three separate hulls, 

trine (trln), adj. triple; threefold, 
trin-gle (triNG'gal), n. a relatively 
narrow, straight, square-sectioned 
architectural molding, 

tri-ni-tro-tol-u-ene (trim 'trotol'voo- 
en), n. See TNT. Also tri-ni-tro-tol' 
u-ol. 

tripe (trip), n. the first or second stom¬ 
ach of a ruminant mammal, used as 
food. 

tri-phib-i-an (trlfib'ean), adj. adept at 
or equipped for operations, warfare, 
etc., on land, sea, and in the air. Also 
tri-phib'i-ous. 

triph-thong (trif't/ioNG), n. a combi¬ 
nation of three differing vow-el quali¬ 
ties to form one sound, 

trip-tych (trip'tik), n. a picture, carv¬ 
ing, etc., on three panels side by side, 
esp. one in which the side panels fold 
over the central one. See also diptych, 
pentaptych, polyptych. 

tri-que-tra (trikwe'tra), n. a geomet¬ 
rical figure contained within three 
points, esp. one composed of three 
intersecting arcs, lobes, or ellipses. 
— tri-que'trous, adj. 

tri-reme (trl'rem), n. a war galley with 
three rows of oars on each side, 

tri-sect (trlsekt'), v. to divide into 
three, esp. three equal, parts. 
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tris-kel-i-on (triskeReon), n., pi. tris- 
kel-i-a. a figure composed of three 
branches, arms, or legs radiating from 
a center. Also tris'kele. 

tris-mus (triz'mss), n. an involuntary 
contraction of the jaw muscles, 

tris-oc-ta-he-dron (trisok 'tohe'- 
dron), n., pi. tris-oc-ta-he-drons, 
tris-oc-ta-he-dra. a solid having 24 
equal faces, a group of three cor¬ 
responding to each face of an octa¬ 
hedron. 

triste (trest), n. French, mournful; sad. 

tris-tesse (trestes,)) n- French, sad¬ 
ness ; melancholy. 

trit-an-ope (trltbnop), n. one who 
suffers from tritanopia, 

trit-an-o-pi-a (tritano'pea), n. a defect 
in perception of color in which the 
eye fails to distinguish properly blue 
and yellow. 

trit-u-rate (trictRarat), v. to grind to a 
fine powder; to pulverize. —trit-u- 

ra'tion, n. 
tri um vi rate (trlum'varit), n. gov¬ 
ernment by three men sharing power 
jointly. See also quadrumvirate. 

tri-une (trRyoon), adj. 1. three in one 

constituting a unity. —n. 2. Triune, 

the Trinity. 
trivet (triv'it), n. a stand with short 
legs placed under a hot dish to pro¬ 

tect a table surface, 
trivi-um (triv'eam), «., pi. trivia, 

the lower division of the seven liberal 
arts studied in medieval schools, con¬ 
sisting of grammar, rhetoric, and 
logic. See also quadrivium. 

tro-che (tro'ke), n. a medicinal tablet, 
usually circular in shape, 

trof-fer (trof'ar), n. a trough, usually 
fixed on a wall, for holding and re¬ 
flecting upward the light of fluores¬ 

cent lamps. 
trog lo dyte (trog'ladlt), n. a cave 
dweller; a recluse; one who shuns the 

society of others. 
troi'ka (troi'ka), n. a Russian carriage 
drawn by three horses harnessed 

abreast. 
troMop (trol'ap), n. a slovenly or 

loose-living woman, 
trom-mel (trom'al), n. a screen used 

for sifting ores, coal, gravel, etc., ac¬ 
cording to size. 

trompe l’oeil (tromp' la'), the at¬ 
tempt to deceive the eye into taking a 
painting of an object for real by means 
of perspective, foreshortening, and 
fine detail; a painting intended to 
create such an illusion. 

trope (trop), n. the use of a word or 
phrase in a figurative sense; a figure 
of speech. 

tro-pism (tro'pizm), n. the response 
of an organism to an external stimulus 
by growing toward or away from it. 
See also taxis. 

tro-pol-o-gy (tropol/aje), n. the use of 
figurative language in speech or writ¬ 
ing. 

trop-o-pause (trop'apoz), n. the up¬ 

per boundary layer of the tropo¬ 
sphere, separating it from the strato¬ 
sphere. 

tro-poph-i-lous (tropof'alas), adj. ad¬ 
apted to a climate which has alternat¬ 
ing periods favoring growth and 

dormancy. 
trop-o-phyte (trop'afit), n. a tropo- 

philous plant. 
trop-o-sphere (trop'asfer), n. that 
part of the atmosphere in which tem¬ 
perature decreases with height, lying 
below the stratosphere, separated 
from it by the tropopause, and ex¬ 
tending about 6 to 12 miles above the 
surface of the earth. 

Trot-sky-ism (trot'skeizm), n. the 
theories advocated by the Russian 
revolutionary and writer Leon Trot¬ 
sky (1879-1940), including the con¬ 
cept of immediate worldwide revolu¬ 

tion. —Trot'sky-ite, n. 
trou-blous (trub'las), adj. disturbed; 

full of troubles; agitated. 
truck-le (truk'al), v. to submit ab¬ 
jectly or tamely; to be servile. 

true -u -lent (truk' yalant), adj. 1. cruel; 
brutal; harsh. 2. defiant or hostile. 

truf-fle (truf'al), n. a kind of edible 
subterranean fungus. 

tru-meau (troomo'), pi■ tru‘ 
meaux. a carved or painted panel set 
together with a mirror, above or be¬ 

low it, in a frame. 
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trun-cate (truNG'kat), v. to cut the 
top off; to shorten by cutting. —trim' 
caption, n. 

trun-cheon (trun'cHan), n. a short 
thick stick or club carried by a police¬ 
man. 

trun-nion (trun'yan), n. one of a pair 
of bar-like projections on the sides of 
a cannon, supporting it on its carriage 
and enabling it to swivel, 

trus-sell, trus-sel (trus'al), n. the 
upper die used in making coins by 
hand. See also pile, 

truth serum, any drug, as scopola¬ 
mine and some barbiturates, used in 
psychiatric treatment and criminal 
investigation to diminish a person’s 
conscious or unconscious resistance 
to recalling experiences. Also truth 
drug. See also narcoanalysis, 

tryp-amo-some (trip'anasom), n. any 
of a genus of parasitic flagellate proto¬ 
zoans causing various kinds of dis¬ 
ease in man and animals and usually 
transmitted by insects, 

tryp-a-no-so-mi-a-sis (trip'anoso- 
ml'asis), n. any disease caused by 
trypanosomes. 

tryp-sin (trip'sin), n. an enzyme pro¬ 
duced by the pancreas and able to 
convert proteins into peptone, 

tryst (trist), n. an agreement to meet 
at a certain time and place, esp. one 
made secretly between lovers, 

tsarevitch (zar'avicH), n. See czare¬ 
vitch. 

tsa-revna (zarev'na), n. See czarev¬ 
na. 

tsa-rrna (zare'na), n. See czarina, 
tsu-na-mi (tsoona'me), n. a very large 
sea wave caused by a submarine earth 
movement or volcanic shock, 

tu-ber’cle (too'barkal), n. a small 
swelling, excrescence, or growth on 
the body or in an organ of an animal, 
on a plant, etc. 

tubercle bacillus, the bacterium, 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which 
causes tuberculosis, 

tu-ber-cu-lin (tobbur'kyalin), n. a 
sterile liquid prepared from the tu¬ 
bercle bacillus and used in diagnosing 
and treating tuberculosis. 
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tu’berwbty (toobaros'ite), n. a large 
prominence or protuberance on a 
bone, usually serving to attach liga¬ 
ments or muscle. 

tu-fa (too'fa), n. a porous limestone 
deposited round mineral springs. 
Also calcareous tufa, calc-tufa, 

tuff (tuf), n. rock composed of fine 
volcanic ash. Also volcanic tuff, 

tuft-hunder (tuft'huntar), n. one who 
seeks to ingratiate himself with im¬ 
portant people; a sycophant or toady, 

tu-la-re-mi-a, tu-la-rae-mi-a (tobla- 
re'mea), n. a bacterial disease of rab¬ 
bits and other rodents, capable of 
being transmitted to man in the form 
of a fever of several weeks’ duration. 
Also deer fly fever, rabbit fever, 

tulle (tool), n. a fine net fabric of silk 
or nylon used for dresses, veils, etc. 

tum-brel (tum'bral), n. a cart in which 
condemned persons were carried to 
the guillotine during the French 
Revolution. 

tu-me-fa-cient (tobmafa'SHant), adj. 
swelling; causing to swell, 

tu-me-fac-tion (toomafak'sHon), n. 
the action or process of making or 
becoming tumid. 

tu-me-fy (too'mafi), v. to cause to 
swell; to become swollen, 

tu-mes-cent (toomes'ant), adj. be¬ 
coming tumid; somewhat swollen, 

tu-mid (too'mid), adj. swollen; bloat¬ 
ed ; enlarged. 

tum-mel-er, tum mul er (tbom'al- 
ar), n. a person employed as enter¬ 
tainer and entertainment organizer 
by certain resorts. 

tu-mul-tu-ar-y (tobmul'cHooer'e), 
adj. turbulent; lawless; disorderly, 

tu-mu-lus (too'myalas), n.,pl. tu’mu* 
lus-es, tu-mudi. 1. an artificial 
mound or hillock, esp. over a grave. 
2. a rounded mound in congealed 
lava. —tu'mudar, tu'mudous, adj. 

tun (tun), n. 1. a large cask for holding 
wine, beer, etc. 2. a unit of liquid 
capacity, esp. one equal to 252 wine 
gallons. 

tur-ba-ry (tur'bare), n. a piece of 
ground from which turf or peat may 
be taken. 
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tiwbid (tur'bid), adj. opaque; mud¬ 
dy; clouded; dense; confused, 

tur'bi'nate (tur'banit), adj. shaped 
like a scroll; spiraled. Also tur'bi- 
nat-ed. 

tur-bo'fan (tur'bofan), n. a turbojet 
engine having a turbine-driven fan 
which supplies air for combustion, 
cooling, etc. 

tur-bo-jet (tur'bojet), n. 1. an airplane 
equipped with turbojet engines. 2. a 
turbojet engine. 

turbojet engine, a jet-propulsion en¬ 
gine using a turbine-driven compres¬ 
sor to compress air from the atmo¬ 
sphere for fuel combustion. Also 
turbojet. 

tur-bo-prop (tur'boprop), n. 1. an air¬ 
plane using turbo-propeller engines. 
2. a turbo-propeller engine, 

turbo-propeller engine, a jet engine 
fitted with a turbine-driven propel¬ 
ler, whose thrust is additional to that 
obtained by the thrust of the jet ex¬ 
haust. Also turboprop, turboprop 
engine, propjet engine, 

tur-drform (tur'daform), adj. re¬ 
sembling a thrush in appearance, 

tur’gent (tur'jant), adj. turgid, 
tur’ges-cent (turjes'ant), adj. be¬ 

coming swollen or turgid, 
tur-gid (tur'jid), adj. bloated; swol¬ 
len; pompous. 

tur-gor (tur'gar), n. the state of being 

turgid. 
turirer-y (tur'nare), n. 1. the shaping 

of articles on a lathe. 2. articles so 
made. 3. a place where such articles 

are made. 
tur'pi'tude (tur'pitood), n. wicked¬ 
ness of character; a wicked or de¬ 

praved act. 
turTi'Cal (tur'ikal), adj. relating to or 

resembling a turret, 
tur-ric-u-late (tarik'yalit), adj. re¬ 
sembling or having a turret or turrets, 

turt-let (turt'lit), n. a young turtle, 
tusche (tooSH), n. a greasy substance 
used in lithography for its receptivity 
to lithographic ink and in etching and 
silk-screen printing as a resist, 

tus'sah (tus^a), n. a coarse brownish 
silk from India. Also tus'sore. Also 

wild silk. See also pongee, shantung, 
tus'sis (tus'is), n. a cough. —tus'sal, 

adj. 
tu-te-lar-y (toot'aler'e), adj. serving 

as a guardian or protector of a person 
or place. 

tudoyer (too'twaya,)> v. to address 
or treat (a person) with familiarity, 
esp. where no familiarity exists. 

tu-tu (too'too), «., pi. tu-tus. a short 
skirt of layers of stiffened tulle, worn 
by female ballet dancers, 

tweet-er (twe'tar), n. a small loud¬ 
speaker which reproduces only high- 
frequency sounds. See also woofer, 

tweet-er-woof-er (twe' tarwoof' ar), 
n. a loudspeaker in which the tweeter 
is placed in front of the cone of the 
woofer. 

tweeze, tweese (twez), n. (formerly) 
a case holding surgical or similar in¬ 
struments. 

twrbill (twl'bil), n. a mattock with 
one end of the head like an adz-head 
and the other like an ax-head, 

twit (twit), v. to tease or taunt; make 
fun of. 

Tyburn tree (tl'barn tre'), the gal¬ 
lows. [after the site of the gallows near 
Marcle Arch, London] 

ty-chism (tl'kizm), n. the philosoph¬ 
ical theory that chance plays an active 
part in the universe, 

tycho-podam-ic (tLkSpatam'ik), 
adj. living or growing mainly in fresh 
and usually still rather than flowing 

water. 
tym-bal (tim'bal), n. See timbal. 
tym-pa*ni (tim'pane), n. pi. See tim¬ 

pani. 
tym-pamist (tim'panist), n. one who 
plays the timpani or other percussion 
instruments in an orchestra, 

typhdol-o-gy (tiflol'aje), n. the body 
of scientific knowledge about blind¬ 

ness. 
typh-lo-sis (tifld'sis), n. blindness, 
ty-pog-ra-phy (tlpog'rafe), n. the art 

of printing with type; the work of 
designing and setting type and print¬ 

ing. 
typobo-gy (tlpol'aje), n. the theory 

or study of types or symbols; the 
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systematic classification of objects 

according to type. 
ty-poth-e-tae (tlpot/z'ite), n. pi an 

association of master printers, 
tyro, ti-ro (tT'ro), n. a beginner. 

tyro-thri’cin (tl'rotArl'sin), n. a pow¬ 
dered antibiotic obtained from any 
of several soil bacilli and used for ex¬ 
ternal treatment of localized bacterial 

infections. 



u 
u-bi-e-ty (yoobRite), n. the state of 
being in a definite place, 

u-biq-ui-tous (yoobik'witas), adj. om¬ 
nipresent; being everywhere at once. 
—u-biq'ui-tous-ly, adv. 

u-biq-ui-ty (yoobik'wite), n. 1. the 
state of being everywhere or in many 
places, esp. at the same time. 2. (in 
theology) the omnipresence of God. 

u-dom-e-ter (yoodorrRitsr), n. an in¬ 

strument for measuring rainfall; a 

rain gauge. 
UHF, uhf. See ultrahigh frequency. 
U'kase (yoo'kas), n. a proclamation or 

edict given by an absolute authority. 

See also fiat, [from Russian] 
u-lig-i-nous (yoolijGnas), adj. grow¬ 

ing in mud or swamps. Also u-lig'i- 

nose. 
ul-lage (ul'ij), n. the amount by which 

contents, usually liquids, fall short of 
filling their container, 

u-lot-ri-chous (yoolo'trakas), adj. be¬ 
longing to a woolly-haired group of 

mankind. 
u-lot-ri-chy (yoolo'trake), n. the con¬ 

dition of having woolly or very curly 

hair. 
ul-ti-ma (ul'tama), n. the last syllable 

in a word. See also penultima. 
ul-ti-mo-gen-i-ture (ul'tamojen'- 

iCHar), n. See postremogeniture. 
ul-tra-high frequency (ul'trahT), any 

radio frequency between 300 and 
3000 megahertz. Abbrev.: uhf, UHF. 

ul'tra'ism (uRtraizm), n. extremism; 
any manifestation of extremism, 

ul-tra-ma-rine (ul/tramaren,)> adj. 
1. beyond the sea. 2. deep blue, 

ul-tra-mon-tane (uUtramontan'), 
adj. situated beyond the mountains, 

ul-tra’mon'ta-nism (ultramon'ta- 

nizm), n. the policy of one group 
within the Roman Catholic Church 
that favors increased authority for the 
pope. See also Gallicanism. 

ul-tra-mun-dane (ultramun'dan), 
adj. 1. beyond the earth or the solar 
system. 2. beyond the limits of physi¬ 
cal existence; otherworldly, 

ul-tra-son-ic (ultrason'ik), adj. of or 
denoting a sound frequency too high 
to be perceived by the human ear. 

ul’tra'son-ics (ultrason'iks), n. sing. 
the scientific study of ultrasonic phe¬ 

nomena. 
ultra vi-res (vRrez), exceeding the 
powers granted by law, esp. to a 
corporation or one of its officers, 

ul tra vi rus (ultravl'ras), «., pi. ul- 
tra-vi-rus-es. a virus so small that it 
can pass through the finest bacterial 
filters and can be seen only under a 
microscope specially adapted for 
viewing the minutest objects, 

ul-u-late (yooRyalat), v. 1. to howl like 
a dog or hoot like an owl. 2. to lament; 
wail, esp. shrilly. —ul'u-lant, adj. 

um-bo (um'bb), «., pi. um-bos, um- 
bo nes (umbd'nez). a boss on a shield, 
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often at the center. —um'bo-nal, 
um'bo-nate, adj. 

um-bra (um'bra), n., pi. um-brae 
(um'bre). shadow; shade. See also 
penumbra. 

um-brage (um'brij), n. a sense of 
slight or injury; the giving or taking 
of offense. —um-bra'geous, adj. 

um-brif-er-ous (umbrifGras), adj. 
giving or throwing shade, 

uncertainty principle, a concept of 
wave mechanics, formulated in 1927 
by Heisenberg, that the precise posi¬ 
tion and the precise momentum of a 
particle in a given instant cannot both 
be known, and the more accurately 
the one is known the less accurately 
is the other known, 

un-ci-al (un'sHeal), adj. pertaining to 
or written in a type of majuscule writ¬ 
ing used in Latin and Greek manu¬ 
script between the 3rd and 9th cen¬ 
turies A.D. having more curves than 
monumental capitals and some as¬ 
cending and descending strokes, 

un-ci'form (un'saform), adj. 1. 
shaped like a hook. —n. 2. See ha¬ 
mate. 

un-cbnate (un'sanit), adj. shaped like 
or furnished with a hook or hooks, 

unc-tion (uNGk'sHon), n. the act of 
anointing, for medical or ritual pur¬ 
poses. 

unc-tu-ous (uNGk'cHooas), adj. 1. of 
the nature of ointment; greasy. 2. with 
an excessively moralizing, smooth, 
or complacent manner, 

un-de-cildion (un'disiFyan), n. a 
number represented by the figure one 
followed by 36 zeros (but in the 
LTnited Kingdom and Germany by 
the figure one followed by 66 zeros), 

un-defcroft (un'darkroft), n. an 
underground room or vault, 

un-der-fur (un'darfur), n. the fine fur 
under the coarser outer fur in certain 
animals, as seals. 

un-der-glaze (un'darglaz), n. a layer 
of color applied to ceramic ware be¬ 
fore it is glazed. 

un-defset (un'darset), n. an under¬ 
current in water, flowing in the oppo¬ 
site direction to the surface current. 

un-du-late (un'jolat), v. 1. to move or 
cause to move with a wavelike or 
winding motion. 2. to give a wavelike 
form to. 3. to have a wavy shape or 
surface. —adj. 4. wavy; winding. 
—un'du-lat’ed, un'du-lant, un'du* 
la-tor-y, adj. —un-du-la'tion, n. 

un-ex’cep-tiotva-ble (un'iksep'- 
SHanobal), adj. beyond criticism; 
with which no fault can be found, 

un-ex-cep-tion-al (un'iksep'sHonl), 
adj. ordinary; not unusual, 

urrgual (uNG'gwol), adj. relating to, 
shaped like, or furnished with a nail, 
claw, or hoof. 

uirguent (uNG'gwant), n. a soft or 
liquid ointment for wounds, etc. 

un-guic-u-late (uNGgwik'yolit), adj. 
furnished with or resembling a nail 
or claw. Also uirguic'udat-ed. 

un-gui-nous (uNG^gwinas), adj. con¬ 
sisting of or like oil or fat; greasy, 

un-guis (uNG'gwis), n., pi. un-gues 
(uNG^gwez). a nail, claw, or hoof, 

un-gu-late (uNG'gyalit), adj. hoofed, 
u-ni-cam-er-al (yoo'nakam'aral), 
adj. having only one (legislative) 
chamber. 

u-nhcos-tatelybbnakos'tat), adj. with 
one rib or ridge. 

u-nip^ar-ous (yoonipGras), adj. pro¬ 
ducing offspring or eggs only one at 
a time. 

imbpla-nar (yoonapla'nar), adj. re¬ 
stricted to one plane or two-dimen¬ 
sional continuum, as movement, 

umi-tive (yoo'nitiv), adj. able or serv¬ 
ing to unite; involving union, 

un-sat-u-rat-ed (unsaCH'ara'tid), adj. 
denoting oils, esp. fish and vegetable 
oils, that are liquid at room tempera¬ 
tures, that are able to accept addi¬ 
tional hydrogen atoms, and that do 
not raise cholesterol levels. See also 
monoun saturated, polyunsatura¬ 
ted. 

un-sa-vor-y (unsa'vare), adj. 1. lack¬ 
ing flavor; having an unpleasant fla¬ 
vor or smell. 2. causing social or moral 
distaste or offense. 

un’scram-bler (unskram'blar), n. a 
device to render scrambled telecom¬ 
munications signals intelligible. 
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un-ten-a-ble (unten'abal), adj. inde¬ 
fensible, as an argument, etc. —un- 
ten'a-bly, adv. 

un-touch-a-ble (untuCH'abal), n. a 
person below the lowest social divi¬ 
sion of Hindu society, whom a caste 
man may not touch for fear of being 
defiled. 

U'pas (ydo'pas), n. the poisonous sap 
of a Javanese tree, used on poison 
arrows. 

up-per (up'or), n. all that part of a 
boot or shoe which is above the sole, 

up-stage (up,staj,)1 adv. 1. at or to¬ 
ward the back of the stage. —v. 2. to 
force another actor to turn his back 
to the audience and so overshadow 
his performance. 

u-rae-us (yoore,3s),w.,^/.u-rae-us-es. 
the sacred asp or snake of ancient 
Egypt, used as an emblem of gods and 
rulers. 

u-ra-nog-ra-phy (yooronog'rafe), n. 
the branch of astronomy devoted to 
describing and mapping the heavens, 
esp. fixed stars. Also uranology. 

u-ra-nol-o-gy (yooranol'aje), n. 1. See 
uranography. 2. a treatise on stars, 

u-ra-nom-e-try (yooronom'itre), n. 
1. a chart showing the positions and 

sizes of stars on the celestial sphere. 
2. the measurement of distances be¬ 
tween stars. 

ur-bi-cul-ture (ur'bakul'CHar), n. the 

way of life in cities, 
ur-ce-o-late (ur'sealit), adj. pitcher¬ 

shaped. 
u-re-mi-a, u-rae-mi-a (ydore'mea), 

n. the presence in the blood of matter 
normally excreted in the urine, 
caused by malfunction of the kid¬ 
neys. —u-re'mic, u-rae'mic, adj. 

u-re-thra (yobre.’thrz), n., pi. u-re- 
thrae (yoore'thre), u-re-thras. the 
tube which carries urine from the 
bladder out of the body and which in 

males also discharges semen, 
ur-ic-ac-id-e-mi-a (yoor'ikas'ide'- 

mea), n. See lithemia. 
u-rol-o-gy (yooroEaje), n. the medical 

study of urine and the genitourinary 
tract and of diseases affecting them, 

u-ro-pyg-i-al gland (yoorapij'eal), 

a gland opening at the base of a bird’s 
tail which secretes a fluid used in 
preening or cleaning the feathers. 
Also oil gland, preen gland, 

u-ro-pyg-i-um (yoorapij'eam), n. the 
terminal part of a bird’s body, to 
which the tail feathers are attached, 

ur-si-form (ur'saform), adj. bear¬ 
shaped. 

ur-sine (ur'sln), adj. bearlike; of or 
relating to the bear, 

ur-ti-car-i-a (urtaker'ea), n. a skin 
rash caused by an allergy, with raised 
pale areas on the skin and severe itch¬ 
ing such as is caused by nettle stings; 
hives. 

ur-ti-cate (ur'takat), v. 1. to sting with 
or as if with nettles. 2. to whip with 
nettles or so as to cause a stinging 
sensation. —ur'ti-cant, adj. —ur-ti- 
caption, n. 

us-tu-late (us'cHalit), adj. of scorched 
appearance. —us-tu-la'tion, n. 

u-su-fruct (yoo'zoofrukt), n. the right 
to use or benefit from something 
which belongs to another, short of 
destroying or harming it. —u-su- 
fruc'tu-ar-y, n. 

u-surp (yoosurp,)> v. 1. to seize power 
illegally or by force. 2. to use without 
right. —u-sur-pa'tion, n. 

u-su-ry (yoo'zHare), n. 1. an extor¬ 
tionate, esp. illegally high, rate of in¬ 
terest. 2. the practice of lending 
money at such a high rate of interest. 
—u'su-rer, n. —u-su'ri-ous, adj. 

u-til-i-tar-i-an (yootil'iter'ean), adj. 
1. relating to usefulness; useful rather 
than decorative. 2. supporting the 
doctrine of utilitarianism, 

u-til-i-tar-i-an-ism (yootil 'iter'- 
eanizm), n. the doctrine that promot¬ 
ing the greatest happiness for the 
greatest number of people should be 
the principal concern of morality, a 
doctrine expounded by Jeremy Ben- 

tham and J. S. Mill, 
u-ti pos-si-de-tis (yoo'tl pos'ide'- 

tis), the principle of international law 
that at the conclusion of a war each 
side may claim as its own the territory 

it actually occupies, 
u-tri-cle (yoo'trikal), n. 1. a small, air- 
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filled sac, as in a seaweed. 2. the larger 
of two sacs in the internal ear. —u- 
tric'u-lar, u-tric'u-late, adj. 

u-tric-udi'tis (yootrik 'yalT'tis), n. in¬ 
flammation of the utricle of the inner 
ear. 

irvu-la (yoo'vyab), n., pi. u-vu-las, 
u-vu-lae (yoo'vyale). the conical flap 
of flesh that hangs down from the soft 
palate at the back of the mouth. 
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ux'tvri-al (uksor'eal), adj. of or befit¬ 
ting a wife. 

ux-OTi-cide (uksor'isld), n. 1. the act 
of killing one’s wife. 2. a man who 
kills his wife. 

ux-OTido-ca^uksor 'olS'kol), adj. See 
matrilocal. 

ux'OTi*ous (uksor'eas), adj. exces¬ 
sively fond of or submissive to one’s 
wife. 



V 
vac-il-late (vas'alat), v. 1. to sway un¬ 

steadily; to fluctuate. 2. to waver be¬ 
tween different opinions; to be inde¬ 
cisive. —vac'il-lant, vac'il-la-to-ry, 
adj. —vac-il-la'tion, n. 

va-cu-i-ty (vakyoo'ite), n. 1. the state 
of being empty. 2. a void; a vacuum. 
3. an absence of thought; something 
unintelligent or senseless, 

vacuous (vak'yooas), adj. empty; 
without ideas, intelligence, or pur¬ 

pose. 
va-de me-cum (va'de me'kam), pi. 
va-de me-cums. something carried 
about the person constantly or fre¬ 
quently, esp. a book for reference, 

va-gar-y (vageFe), n. 1. an erratic or 
unpredictable occurrence or action. 
2. a whimsical, odd, or unusual idea. 
—va-gar'i-ous, adj. 

vag-ile (vajGl), adj. able to move; 
having freedom of movement, 

va gi na (vajFna), n., pi. va gi nas, 

va-gi-nae (vajFne). 1. the passage 
leading from the womb to the ex¬ 
terior of most female mammals. 2. a 
part or organ resembling a sheath, as 
that formed by the base of some 

leaves around a stem, 
vag-i-nis-mus (vajaniz'mas), n. a 

painful involuntary contraction of 

the vagina. 
val-e-tu-di-nar-i-an (val'atood'a- 

ner'ean), n. 1. an invalid. 2. someone 
obsessed with his poor health. 

val-gus (vaFgas), n.,pl. val-gus-es. an 
abnormal position of part of the hu¬ 
man bone structure, as a bowleg or 
a knock-knee, etc. 

val-ine (vaFen), n. an amino acid, ob¬ 
tained by hydrolysis of plant or ani¬ 
mal protein, used chiefly in medical 
nutrition and laboratory production 
of bacteria. Found in a meteorite in 

1970. 
val-late (vaFat), adj. surrounded or 
bordered by a ridge. 

val-la-tion (vala'sHan), n. a rampart; 

the technique of building ramparts. 

val-lec-u-la (valek'yala), n., pi. val- 
lecu-lae (valek'yale). a furrow; a 

hollow. 
val-lec-u-late (valek'yalat), adj. hav¬ 

ing furrows or hollows. 
val-or-ize (vaFariz), v. (of a govern¬ 

ment) to fix and maintain the price of 
a commodity by buying it at a fixed 
price. —val-or-iz-a'tion, n. 

va-lu-ta (valocFta), n. the value of any 
currency expressed as its exchange- 
rate with another currency. 

Van-sit-tart-ism (vansit'artizm), n. 

the doctrine that Germany is an ag¬ 
gressive country and should be de¬ 
militarized and undergo corrective 
education to prevent future aggres¬ 

sion. 
vap-id (vap'id), adj. insipid; dull; 

lifeless. 
va-po-ret-to (vaparet'o), «., pi. va-po- 
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ret-tos, va-po-ret-ti (vaparet'e). a 
small steamboat used as part of a 
passenger transport service, esp. in 
Venice, Italy. 

var,i-cel-la(varisel,3),M. chicken pox. 

—var-rcel'loid, adj. 
var-i-ceMate (varisel'it), adj. having 

longitudinal ridges showing the for¬ 
mer positions of the rim of the aper¬ 

ture of a shell. 
var-i-ceHa’tion (var'isola'sHan), n. 
inoculation with chicken pox virus, 

var-rces (ver'isez), n. pi. See varix. 
var-i-e-gate (ver'eagat), v. 1. to vary 
the appearance of something, as by 
adding colors. 2. to diversify; to make 
varied. —var-i-e-ga'tion, n. 

vaTi-o-la (varl'ala), n. smallpox. 
—var'rodate, adj. 

var-i-ole (ver'eol), n. 1. a small de¬ 
pression resembling the marks left on 
the skin by smallpox. 2. any of the 
light-colored small spheres that re¬ 
semble pock-marks found in several 
igneous rocks known as variolite. 

varivrum (ver'eor'am), adj. con¬ 
taining various versions of a text; 
containing many notes made by vari¬ 
ous critics or scholars, 

var-is'tor (varis'tar), n. an electrical 
resistor, the resistance of which varies 
automatically in proportion to the 
voltage passing through it. 

vafix (ver'iks), n., pi. vard-ces (ver'- 
isez). 1. a permanent abnormal dila¬ 
tation and lengthening of a vein or 
artery, usually accompanied by the 
development of many twists. Also 
vard-cos'i-ty. 2. a longitudinal ridge 
on a shell marking the former posi¬ 
tion of the rim. 

var-let (var'lit), n. a rascal; a scoun¬ 
drel. 

vas-o-con-stric-tion (vas'bkan- 
strik'sHan), n. constriction of the 
blood vessels. —vas’cvcon-stricV 
tive, adj. 

vas-o-con-stric-tor (vas'okanstrik'- 
tar), adj. 1. causing constriction of 
blood vessels. —n. 2. a drug or nerve 
that causes constriction of blood 
vessels. 

vas-o-di-la-tor (vas'Sdlla'tar), adj. 1. 

360 

causing blood vessels to relax or di¬ 
late. Also vas^o-de-pres'sor. —n. 2. 
a nerve or drug causing dilatation of 
the blood vessels. 

vas -o -in 'hib -i-tor (vas > oinhib' ita r), n. 
anything that inhibits the perform¬ 
ance of the vasomotor nerves, as a 

drug. 
vas-o-mo-tion (vas'omo'sHan), rt. a 

change in diameter of a blood vessel, 
vas-o-mo-tor (vas'omo'tar), adj. con¬ 

trolling the diameter of blood vessels 
so as to regulate the flow of blood, 

va'so-pres-sor (vas'bpres'ar), n. a 
chemical, as adrenalin, that causes 
the muscular walls of arteries to con¬ 
tract, thus narrowing the arteries and 
increasing the blood pressure. 

vas’O-stim'U'lant (vas'ostim'ya- 
lant), adj. stimulating the vasomotor 
nerves. 

vas-o-ton-ic (vas'otonhk), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or controlling the muscular 
tone of the blood vessels, 

vas-sal (vassal), n. a subject; retainer; 
subordinate. -—vas'sal-age, n. 

vat-ic (vat'ik), adj. of, relating to, or 
of the nature of a prophet. Also vat' 
i’cal. 

vat-i-cide (vat'isid), n. 1. someone 
who murders a prophet. 2. the act of 
murdering a prophet, 

va-tic-i-nal (vatis'anl), adj. of, relat¬ 
ing to, or of the nature of prophesy; 
prophetic. 

va-tic-hnate (vatis'anat), v. to proph¬ 
esy; to foretell the future. —vat-i-ci- 
na'tion, n. 

vaunt (vont), v. 1. to boast of; to brag 
about. —n. 2. a boast, 

vaunt-ed (von'tid), adj. praised to 
excess; boastfully praised, 

vec-tion (vek'sHon), n. the passing on 
of a disease from one person to 
another. 

vec-tor (vek'tor), n. 1. a mathematical 
quantity having both magnitude and 
direction, represented by an arrow of 
a length proportional to the magni¬ 
tude and made in the appropriate 
direction. See also scalar. 2. the di¬ 
rection followed by a missile, air¬ 
plane, etc. 3. an organism, as an in- 
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sect, that carries disease and trans¬ 
mits it from one host to another, 

vec-tor-car-di-og-ra-phy (vek 'tar- 
kar 'deog'rafe), n. a method of finding 
the direction of the electrical forces 
of the heart and measuring their mag¬ 
nitude. 

vegetable sponge. See luffa. 
veld, veldt (velt), n. an area of open 

grassland characteristic of parts of 
South Africa, as on the plateau, and 
sometimes having scattered shrubs 
or trees. 

vel-i-ta-tion (velita'sHan), n. a minor 
argument or conflict, 

vel-le-i-ty (valehte), n. a very weak 
volition prompting no action; wish- 

fulness. 
vel-li-cate (vel'akat), v. 1. to twitch 

or cause to twitch. 2. to pinch; to nip. 
3. to move convulsively, 

ve-lou-te (valoota,)) n. a smooth white 
sauce made with any meat or fish 
stock. 

ve-lu-ti-nous (valoot'anas), adj. hav¬ 
ing a velvety surface, as some plants, 

vena ca-va (ve'na ka'va), pi. ve-nae 
ca-vae. either of the two large veins 
discharging blood into the right 
atrium of the heart, 

vernal (ve'nl), adj. able to be bribed; 
willing to use influence or authority 
improperly for mercenary gain. —ve¬ 
nal'i-ty, adj. 

ve-nat-ic (venat'ik), adj. relating to 
hunting. Also ve mat'real, 

ve-na-tion (vena'sHan), n. the ar¬ 
rangement of veins, as in an insect’s 
wing or in a leaf. 

ven-due (vendoo'), n. a public auc¬ 

tion. 
ven-e-nose (ven'anos), adj. poison¬ 

ous. 
ve ni al (ve'neal), adj. able to be par¬ 
doned or overlooked, as a sin or fault, 

ven-in (ven'in), n. any of various 
poisonous substances present in 
snake venom. Also ven'ene, ven'ine. 

ve-ni-re-man (vini7 reman), n.,pl. ve- 
ni-re-men. someone summoned to 

act as a juror in a trial, 
vent-age (ven'tij), n. a small outlet 

giving on to a confined space, as a 

fingerhole in some wind instruments, 
ven-ter (ven'tar), n. 1. (in zoology) 
the abdomen or belly; a bellylike pro¬ 
tuberance or concave part, as of bone. 
2. (in law) the womb, a wife, or a 
mother, as a source of progeny, 

ven-tose (ven'tos), adj. windy; given 
to empty talking. 

ven-tral (ven'tral), adj. relating to the 
abdomen or belly; on or relating to 
the front side or surface of the body, 

ven-tri-cle (ven'trikal), n. 1. one of 
various hollow organs or parts of an 
animal body. 2. either of the two 
lower chambers of the heart, which 
pump blood into the arteries. 3. one 
of a series of communicating cavities 
in the brain. —ven-tric'u-lar, adj. 

ven-tri-cose(ven'trakos),a<i/. 1. swol¬ 
len, esp. on one side. 2. with a large 
abdomen. 

ven-ue (ven'ob), n. the place where an 
event or action occurs, 

ven-ule (ven'yool), n. a minute vein. 
—ven'u-lose, ven'u-lous, adj. 

ver-ba-tim (varba'tim), adv. word for 
word; in precisely the same words, 

ver-bi-age (vur'beij), n. wordiness; 
an unnecessary abundance of words, 

ver-bose (varbos'), adj. wordy; using 
too many words. —ver-bos'i-ty, n. 

ver-dant (vur'dnt), adj. covered with 
or green with vegetation, 

ver-di-gris (vur'dagres), n. a green or 
greenish-blue deposit formed on cop¬ 
per, brass, or bronze through pro¬ 
longed exposure to air. Also called 

aerugo. 
ver-dure (vur'jar), n. greenness, esp. 

of a mass of new vegetation; any green 
vegetation, as grass. —ver'dur-ous, 

adj. 
ver-e-cund (ver'akund), adj. diffi¬ 

dently embarrassed; shy; modest, 
ve-rid-i-cal (varid'ikal), adj. truth¬ 

ful ; true; genuine. 
ver-i-si-mil-i-tude(ver'isimil,itdod), 

n. the appearance of truth or fact; 
probability. —ver-i-sim'i-lar, adj. 

ver-ism (ver'izm), n. the theory that 
reality must be represented in art and 
literature, and therefore the ugly and 

vulgar must be portrayed. 
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ver-juice (vur'joos), n. 1. the acid 
juice of crab apples, unripe grapes, 
etc., used in cooking. 2. sourness, as 
of disposition, etc. 

ver-meil (vur'mil), n. any gilded 
metal, as silver gilt, 

ver-mi-cide (vur'misld), n. any sub¬ 
stance used to kill worms, esp. para¬ 
sitic intestinal worms. 

ver-mic'U'lar (varmik'yalar), adj. 1. 
relating to or done by worms. 2. 
marked with wavy lines resembling 
worms or their tracks, 

ver-mic-u-late (varmik'yalat), adj. 
worm-eaten; of worm-eaten appear¬ 
ance. 

ver mi-form (vur'miform), adj. 
wormlike in form. 

vermiform appendix, a small, 
wormlike blind tube extending from 
the cecum in man and some other 
mammals, having no known purpose, 
and situated in man in the lower 
right-hand part of the abdomen, 

ver-mi-fuge (vur'mafyooj), adj. hav¬ 
ing the effect of driving out parasites, 
as worms, from the intestines, 

ver-nac-u-lar (varnak'yalar), adj. na¬ 
tive; local; not of foreign or learned 
origin, esp. of language, 

ver-nal (vur'nl), adj. relating to, oc¬ 
curring in, or coming in spring; 
springlike. 

ver-nal-ize (vur'nallz), v. to acceler¬ 
ate the blossoming or seed bearing of 
a plant by chilling the seed or bulb, 

ver-ru-ca (varoo'ka), n., pi. ver-ru- 
cae (varoo'se). a wart or wartlike 
formation. —ver'ru-cous, adj. 

ver-ru-cose (ver'akos), adj. warty; 
wartlike growths. 

ver-sant (vur'sant), n. the slope of a 
mountain or range of mountains; the 
general slope of a region or country 
disregarding interrupting features, 

ver-so (vur'so), n., pi. ver-sos. the 
back of a book or a manuscript leaf; a 
left-hand page of a book. See also 
recto. 

ver-te-brate (vur'tabrat), adj. 1. hav¬ 
ing a backbone. —n. 2. any animal 
with a backbone. 

ver-tig-i-nous (vartij'anas), adj. 1. 
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whirling round. 2. affected with or 
liable to affect with vertigo, 

ver-ti-go (vur'tago), n., pi. ver-tb 
goes, ver-tig'bnes (vartij'anez). diz¬ 
ziness; a disorder in which a person 
feels himself or his surroundings to 
be whirling round and often loses his 

balance. 
ver-tu (vartoo,)) n. See virtu, 
verve (vurv), n. enthusiasm; anima¬ 
tion; vivaciousness, as of literature, 
art, personality, etc. 

ve*sbca (vasl'ka), n., pi. ve*sbcae 
(vasEse). a bladder. —ves'i-cal, adj. 

vesd-cate (ves'akat), v. to blister; to 
cause to blister. —ves'i-cant, adj., 
n. —ves'i'ca-to-ry, adj., n. 

ves-i-cle (ves'ikal), n. a small bladder¬ 
like sac or cyst. —ve-sic'u-lar, adj. 

ves-per-tine (ves'partin), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or taking place in the evening, 

ves-pbar-y (ves'peer'e), n. a nest of 
wasps. 

ves-pid (ves'pid), n. any insect of the 
wasp family. 

ves-pine (ves'pln), adj. relating to or 
resembling a wasp, 

ves-tal (ves'tl), adj. vowed to chastity 
as the virgins who tended the temple 
of the Roman goddess Vesta; pure; 
chaste; virgin. 

ves-tbar-y (ves'teer'e), adj. relating 
to garments or official vestments, 

vesdige (ves'tij), n. a lingering trace 
of some thing, practice, or state no 
longer in existence. —ves-tig'bal, 
adj. 

ves-tig-bum (vestij'eam), n., pi. ves1 
tig-i-a (vestij'ea). a vestigial anatom¬ 
ical structure or any other vestige, 

ves-ture (ves'cHar), n. all that grows 
on and covers the land, with the ex¬ 
ception of trees. 

vet-bver (vet'avar), n. the long aro¬ 
matic roots of an East Indian grass 
used for screens and the like and in 
perfumery. 

vband (vVand), n. any item of food¬ 
stuff. 

vi-at-bcum (vlat'akam), n., pi. vi-at- 
bca (vlat'aka), vbahbcums. any¬ 
thing essential for a journey, as 
money, provisions, etc. 
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vi-a'tor (vla'tor), n., pi. vi-a-to-res 
(vlator'ez). a traveler; a voyager, 

vi'bra-tile (vl'bratil), adj. relating to 
or like vibration; vibrating; capable 
of vibration. 

vi-bris-sa (vlbris'a), n., pi vrbris- 
sae (vlbris'e). one of the stiff hairs 
about the mouth of many animals, as 
rabbits, mice, etc. 

vi’cafi’ous (viker'eas), adj. acting, 
done, or suffered for another; ex¬ 
perienced in the imagination through 
the words or deeds of another, 

vice-ge-rent (vlsjer'ant), n. a deputy 
appointed by a ruler or supreme 
chief. —vice-ge'retrcy, n. 

vic-e-nar*y (vis'aner'e), adj. consist¬ 
ing of or relating to 20. 

vi-cen-nial (vlsen'eal), adj. relating 

to, lasting for, or happening every 20 
years. 

vice-re-gent (vls're'jant), n. one act¬ 

ing in place of a regent, sovereign, or 
governor. 

vice-reine (vls'ran), n. the wife of a 

viceroy. 
vice-roy (vls'roi), n. a person ap¬ 

pointed to act in the name of or in 
place of the sovereign in a dependent 

province or country, 
vic-i-nage (vis'anij), n. 1. a neighbor¬ 

hood or surrounding district or its 

people. 2. nearness, 
vici-nal (vis'anl), ad]. 1. belonging 
to or relating to a district. 2. near; ad¬ 

joining. 
vi'cis-si'tude (visis'itood), n. 1. a 

change during the course of some¬ 
thing. 2. pi. the ups and downs of 
fortune; successive changes or alter¬ 

nations of condition, 
vic-to-rine (viktarenO> n- a fur tippet, 
victress (vik'tris), n. a female victor, 
vic-trix (vik'triks), n., pi. vic-tri-ces. 

(vik'trisez). a victress, 
vichual (vitM), n. 1. pi. food; provi¬ 
sions. Also vict'ual-age. —v. 2. to 
supply with victuals. —vict'ual- 

er, n. 
vid-e-o-gen-ic (vid'eojen'ik), adj. See 

telegenic. 
vi'dud'ty (vidoohte), n. widowhood 

or its duration. 

vi-ges-i-mal (vTjes'amal), adj. relat¬ 
ing to or based on 20; 20th; in 20s. 

vi-gi-a (vije'a), n., pi. vi-gi-as. 1. a 
warning mark on a navigational chart 
to indicate a likely hazard. 2. an un¬ 
known feature sighted at sea and con¬ 
sidered a likely hazard, 

vig-or-ish (vig^arisH), n. (in slang 
usage) 1. a charge on a bet, payable to 
a bookie or the like. 2. interest paid 
to a moneylender on a loan. 

vi-gouTeux printing (vegaroo'), a 
method of printing worsted fibers 
with color before they are made into 
yarn, producing a multicolored 
yarn. 

viH*fy (vil'afT), v. to speak ill of; to 
defame. 

vil-i-pend (vil'apend), v. 1. to con¬ 
sider or treat as of little importance. 
2. to defame or slander. 

viMi-form (viHaform), adj. 1. shaped 
like a villus. 2. with fine close-set pro¬ 
jections giving an appearance of vel¬ 
vet, as the teeth of some fishes. 

viHos-i-ty (vilos'ite), n. a villus; a 
group of or a covering of villi, 

vil-lus (vil'as), n., pi. vil-li (vil'T). a 
slender hairlike small projection on 
certain membranes, as on the lining 
of the small intestine. —villose, 
vilMous, adj. 

vi-men (vl'men), n., pi. vimd-na 
(vim'ina). a long pliable plant shoot, 

vrmin-e-ous (vimin'eas), adj. relat¬ 
ing to, resembling, made of, or pro¬ 
ducing long pliable shoots or twigs, 

vin-ci-ble (vin'sabal), adj. conquer¬ 

able. 
vin-cu-lum (viNG'kyalam), «., pi. 
vin-cu-la (viNG'kyala). a bond or tie 
indicating unity, as over two num¬ 

bers. 
vi-nic (vl'nik), adj. relating to, in, or 

from wine. 
vin-i'Cul-ture (vin'akul'CHar), n. the 

study of winemaking. 
vi-nif’efous (vlnifharas), adj. suitable 

for or giving a heavy yield for wine¬ 

making. 
vin-om-e-ter (vinom'itar), n. a device 

for measuring the alcoholic content 
of wine, usually as a percentage. 
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vi-nos-i-ty (vinos'ite), n. the charac¬ 
teristics of a wine considered as a 
whole. 

vi-nous (vl'nas), adj. relating to or 
like wine; due to, showing, or given 
to habitual wine-drinking, 

vin-tag-er (vin'tajar), n. a helper at 
the grape harvest. 

vi-o-la-ble (vl'alabal), adj. capable of 
being broken or infringed upon, as a 
promise, a code of behavior, etc. 

vi-o-les-cent (vlales'ant), adj. of a 
near-violet color; becoming violet in 
color. 

vi-ra-go (vira'go), n., pi. vi-ra-goes, 
vi-ra-gos. a fiercely ill-tempered 
woman. 

vi re mi a, vi rae mi a (vlre'mea), 
n. the presence of viruses in the blood. 

vi- res-cent (vlres'ant), adj. becoming 
green. —vi-res'cence, n. 

vir-ga (vur'ga), n. sing, and pi. a streak 
of rain, hail, or snow which evaporates 
before it reaches the ground. See also 
praecipitatio. 

vii- gate (vur'git), adj. rod-shaped; 
long, thin, and straight. 

vir gu late (vur'gyalit), adj. shaped 
like a rod. 

vir-gule (vur'gyool), n. a short ob¬ 
lique stroke between two alternative 
words, as Dear Sir/Madam. Also 
solidus, shilling mark, 

vir-i-des-cent (vir'ides'ant), adj. 
tinged with or somewhat green. —vir- 
i-des'cence, n. 

vi-rid’i'ty (varid'ite), n. 1. greenness, 
esp. of vegetation. 2. mental or bodily 
inexperience or innocence; youth. 

vir-rlo’Cal (viralS'kal), adj. Seepatri- 
local. 

vi-rol-o-gy (vlrol'aje), n. the scientific 
study of viruses and the diseases they 
cause. 

vi-ro-sis (vlro'sis), n. any infection 
caused by a virus. 

vir-tu, ver-tu (vartoo'), n. 1. excel¬ 
lence in objects of art. 2. pi. objects of 
art; antiques, or the like. 3. a know¬ 
ledge of or a taste for such objects, 

vi-ru-cide (vl'rasld), n. a substance 
used for or capable of killing viruses, 

vir-u-lent (vir'yabnt), adj. 1. power¬ 

fully poisonous. 2. intensely hostile, 
bitter, or malignant, 

vi'rus (vi'ras), n., pi. vhrus'es. an 
organic particle, by far the smallest 
living organism known, existing only 
in animal and plant cells, and capable 
of causing various diseases, 

vis-a-vis (vezave'), adj. face to face, 
vis-cer-a (vis'ars), n. pi., sing, vis-cus 

(vis'kas). the internal organs of the 
principal body cavities, esp. the ab¬ 
dominal cavity. —vis'cer-al, adj. 

vis-cer-o-to-ni-a (vis'arato'nea), n. 
the personality pattern usually found 
in persons of endomorphic body type, 
exhibiting extroversion and love of 
comfort. See also cerebrotonia, so- 
matotonia. 

vis-cer-o-trop'ic(vis,ar3trop'ik), ad/, 
attracted to or affecting the viscera, 
esp. of a virus. 

vis-cer-0‘tro,pism(vis bratro' pizm), 
n. infection of or attraction to the 
viscera. 

vis-cid (vis'id), adj. of a thick, sticky 
consistency. 

vis-co-e-lastic (vis'koilas'tik), adj. 
relating to a substance which is both 
viscous and elastic, 

vis^coid (vis'koid), adj. slightly or 
tending to be viscous. Also vis-coi' 
dal. 

vis-cosd'ty (viskos'ite), n. 1. the con¬ 
dition or property of being viscous. 
2. the property of a fluid of resistance 
against flowing. 

vis cous (vis'kas), adj. of a sticky con¬ 
sistency or nature; thick in consis¬ 
tency. 

vi-taHsm (vlt'alizm), n. the doctrine 
that phenomena are in essence self- 
determining and only partly con¬ 
trolled by mechanical forces. See also 
dynamism, mechanism. 

vrteMine (vitel'in), adj. relating to 
the egg yolk; resembling an egg yolk, 
in color, shape, or the like. 

vi-ti*a*e (visH'eat), v. to impair; to 
corrupt; to invalidate in law. —vi'ti- 
a’ble, adj. 

vit-rcuhture (vit'akulcHar), n. the 
scientific study or the cultivation of 
grapevines. 
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vitddi-go (vitole'go), n. an abnor¬ 
mality of skin pigmentation produc¬ 
ing a piebald appearance, affecting 
the forearm principally. Also leuko¬ 
derma, piebald skin, 

vit-re-ous (vi'treos), adj. resembling 
glass in appearance and nature, as in 
luster, composition, etc. 

vidres-cent (vitres'ant), adj. becom¬ 
ing, tending to become, or capable of 
becoming glass. Also vidres'ci-ble. 

vit-ric (vi'trik), adj. relating to, re¬ 
sembling, or of the nature of glass, 

vit-rics (vi'triks), n. sing, and pi. 1. 
sing, the technique or art of making 
glassware. 2. pi. glassware or other 

vitreous articles. 
vit-ri-form (vi'traform), adj. glasslike 

in form or appearance, 
vit-ri-fy (vi'trafi), v. to convert or be 
converted into glass or a glasslike sub¬ 
stance. —vit-ri-frca'tion, n. 

vidrine (vitren,)) «• a glass-fronted 
and often glass-sided display cabinet. 

vitTi’ol (vi'treal), n. 1. concentrated 
sulfuric acid. 2. something severely 
hurtful in effect, as scathing sarcasm. 

—vit-ri-ol'ic, adj. 
vit-ta (vit'o), n.y pi. vitdae (vit'e). a 

stripe or streak, as of color on a plant 

or animal. 
vitdate (vit'at), adj. having one or 
more longitudinal stripes, 

vit-udine (viCii'alln), adj. relating to 

or resembling a calf or veal, 
vi'tu’pefate (vltoo^parat), v. to find 
fault with in harsh language; to speak 
to abusively or harshly. —vi-tu'per- 

active, adj. 
vi-vard-um (vlver'eom), n., pi. vi- 
vari'ums, vhvard’a (vlver^eo). a 
place for keeping living wild animals 
under conditions as near natural as 
possible, esp. for scientific purposes, 

vi-va vcce (vl'va vo'se), orally; by 

word of mouth. 
vi-ver-rine (vTver'In), adj. relating to 

an Asiatic and African family of small 
catlike carnivores including civets, 

palm cats, etc. 
vivi-fy (viv'afT), v. to give life to; to 

enliven. 
vi-vip-ar-ous (vivip'oros), adj. giving 

birth to live young in a developed 
state rather than in eggs. See also 
oviparous. 

vivi-sect (viv'osekt), v. to dissect or 
make surgical experiments on live 
animals. —vivd-sec'tion, n. 

vi-zier, vi-zir (vizer'), n. a minister 
of state or other high official in various 
Muslim countries, esp. formerly, 

vo-ca’ble (vo'kobol), n. 1. a word or 
term. 2. a word considered only as a 
form without regard to its meaning, 

vo-caldc (vokal'ik), adj. relating to, 
resembling, or rich in vowels, 

vo-cif-er^ate (vosif'orat), v. to utter 
noisily; to shout. —vo'cif'er'ance, 
vo-cif-er'a'tion, n. —vo^cif'er'ant, 
vo-cif'er-ous, adj. 

vo-coid (vS'koid), adj. 1. resembling 
a vowel. —n. 2. a sound resembling a 
vowel. See also contoid. 

voile (voil), n. a fine, semitransparent 
dress fabric of silk, cotton, wool, etc., 
with a plain open weave, 

voir dire (vwar1 der'), 1. an oath 
swearing a prospective juror or wit¬ 
ness to tell the truth during question¬ 
ing to ascertain his competence. 2. 

such questioning. 
vodant (vo'lant), adj. 1. flying or cap¬ 

able of flying. 2. nimble in movement. 
vodar1 (vo'tar), adj. relating to the 
palm of the hand or sole of the foot. 

vodar2(vo,lar), adj. relating to or for 

flight. 
volcanic tuff. See tuff, 
vol-can'ol-o-gy (volkanol'oje), n. the 

scientific study of volcanoes and phe¬ 
nomena associated with them. Also 

vulcanology. 
vole (v51), n. the winning of all pos¬ 

sible tricks in a deal by one player in 

a card game. 
volddant (vol'itnt), adj. 1. in the act 

of or capable of flying. 2. moving; 

engaged in action. 
volddadion (volita'sHan), n. the act 

of or capacity for flying, 
vodidion (vblisH'an), n. the act or 
power of willing; a decision made by 

the will. 
voiddive (vol'itiv), adj. relating to or 

involving the will. 
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vol-plane (vol'plan), v. to glide earth¬ 
ward in an unpowered airplane or one 
with the power cut off. 

volt (volt), n. the unit used in measur¬ 
ing electric current, equivalent to the 
force or potential difference that will 
produce a steady flow of one ampere 
through a resistance of one ohm. 
Abbrev. :V, v. —volt'age, n. 

volte-face (voltfas'), n. sing, and pi. a 
complete reversal, as of opinion, 
policy, or the like. 

vol-u-ble (voFysbal), adj. with a 
ready flow of words; talkative, 

vohu-met-ric (volyome'trik), adj. re¬ 
lating to measurement of or by vol¬ 
ume. 

vo-lup-tirar-y (valup'CHooer'e), n. 
one devoted to a life of luxurious and 
sensual self-indulgence, 

vo-lute (valoot'), n. a spiral or coiled 
object or form. 

vomd-to-ry (vonrditor'e), n. 1. an 
emetic. 2. an opening, esp. one 
through which large numbers of 
people can enter or leave, as in a 
stadium. Also vomd-to'ri-um. 

voo-doo (voo'doo), n. a religious and 
ritual system centered on magic and 
several gods, practiced mainly by 
West Indian Negroes. 

vo-ra-cious (vora'sHas), adj. wanting 
or eating a large amount of food; 
eager, esp. excessively eager, to ab¬ 
sorb or obtain. —voTac'i-ty, n. 

vor-tex (vor'teks), «., pi. vor-tex-es, 
vor-ti-ces (vor'tisez). a whirling, 
often suctional, mass of water, air, or 
fire. —vor'tic-al, vor'ti-cose, vor' 
tig'i-nous, adj. 

vo-ta-ry (vo'tare), n. a person bound 
by vows to religious life, as a nun. 

vo tive (vo'tiv), adj. given, conse¬ 

crated, etc., in fulfillment of a vow. 

vouch-safe (vouCHsaf'), v. to give or 
allow as a favor or by condescension, 

vox bar-ba-ra (voks' bar'bara), a 
questionable word formation or us¬ 

age, esp. of pseudo-classical ele¬ 
ments, as a Neo-Latin scientific term, 

vo-yeur (vwayur'), n. one who prac¬ 
tices voyeurism. 

vo-yeur-ism (vwavur'izm), n. the 

deriving of sexual gratification by 
looking at, esp. in secret, sexual 
organs, objects, or acts. —voyeur-is' 
tic, adj. 

voy-euse (vwaydoz,)) n. French, a 
chair formerly used at gaming tables, 
with a padded rail across the top for 
spectators to lean on. 

V/STOLfve'stol), abbrev. for Vertical 
.Short Take-Off and Landing. 

V/TOL(ve,tol), abbrev. for Vertical 
Take-Off and Landing, 

vul-can-ism (vul'kanizm), n. the 
phenomena associated with the ori¬ 
gin and movement of molten rock 
material. 

vubcan-ol-o-gy (vulkanoFaje), n. See 
volcanology. 

vul-gate (vul'gat), n. 1. any generally 
recognized version of a work. —adj. 
2. generally accepted or used, 

vul-gus (vul'gas), n. the common 
mass of people; the populace. 

vul-ner-ar-y(vul'narer'e), adj. 1. use¬ 
ful in healing wounds, as a drug, herb, 
etc. —n. 2. any preparation or drug 
used to heal or promote healing of 
wounds. 

vul-pec-u-lar (vulpek'yalar), adj. fox¬ 
like; relating to the fox. 

vul-pi-cide, vul-pe-cide (vul'pisld), 
n. the act of killing a fox other than 
by hunting. 

vul-pine (vul'pln), adj. relating to or 
characteristic of the fox; foxlike, 

vul-tur-ine (vul'cHarln), adj. vulture¬ 
like in behavior, as in rapacity, etc. 

vuhva (vul'va), n., pi. vul-vae (vulL 
ve), vulvas, the external female geni¬ 
tal organs, including the clitoris, the 
openings of the urethra and vagina, 
and the labia majora and labia 
minora. 



w 
wad-dy (wod'e), n. a heavy club used 

in war by the Australian aborigines, 
wa-di, wa-dy (wa'de), n., pi. wa-dis. 

a northern African watercourse that 
is dry except during the rainy season; 
the stream flowing through such a 

watercourse. 
waf ture (waf'cHar), n. the act of 

wafting; a thing that is wafted, 
wain (wan), n. a farm cart, 
wald-glas (vald'glas), n. a type of un¬ 

refined Medieval and Renaissance 
glassware, greenish in color, 

wal-lah, wal-la (wa'la), n. Anglo- 
Indian. a person in charge of, or con¬ 
nected with, a particular thing or 
function, as a newspaper wallah, a 

government wallah. 
walled plain, a circular or nearly cir¬ 

cular area on the moon, partially en¬ 
closed by walls that are usually lower 
than those of a crater. Also ringed 

plain. 
wam-ble (wom'al), v. to move un¬ 

steadily; to stagger; to twist or roll 

about. 
wam-pus (wom'pas), n. a strange or 

disagreeable person; a lout, 
wa-mus (wo'mss), n. a heavy, loosely 

knit cardigan jacket with a belt, 
wan-i-gan (won'agan), n. 1. a lumber 

camp’s trunk, Chester, etc., for stor¬ 
ing supplies. 2. a small office or shelter 
on wheels used in temporary lumber 

camps. 

want-age (won'tij), n. that which is 
lacking, desired, or needed, 

wap -pen -shaw, wap -in -shaw (wop' - 
ansHo), n. a periodic review or muster 
of persons under arms formerly held 
by chiefs in certain areas of Scotland. 
Also wap'pen-shaw-mg, weapon- 

shaw. 
ward-son (war'isan), n. a note sound¬ 

ed to start an attack, 
war-lock (wor'lok), n. a person who 

practices black magic; a sorceror. 
warp (worp), n. the set of threads run¬ 

ning lengthwise in a loom and crossed 
by and interlaced with the weft or 

woof. 
war-ren (wor'an), n. a place where 

rabbits breed or are numerous, 
wash sale, an illegal share transaction 

by buying and selling simultaneously 
through different brokers so that the 
shares appear to change ownership 
(but in reality do not) and trade in 
that stock appears active, 

was-sail (wos'al), n. 1. a celebration 
with much drinking of healths. 2. 
spiced ale or other liquor for drinking 
healths at festivities, as on Christmas 
Eve and Twelfth-night, 

water hammer, the thumping sound 
caused by sudden stopping of a mov¬ 
ing volume of water in a pipe, 

wa-ter-proof (wo'tarproof), adj. im¬ 

pervious to water. 
wa-ter-re-pel-lent (wo'tarripel'ant), 
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adj. able to repel water but not im¬ 
pervious to it. 

wa• ter-re -sist -ant (wo' tarrizis'tant), 
adj. able to resist water but not en¬ 
tirely prevent its penetration, 

watt (wot), n. the unit of measurement 
of power, esp. electric power, equal 
to one joule per second or the energy 
expended per second by a steady elec¬ 
tric current of one ampere flowing in 
a circuit across a potential difference 
of one volt. Abbrev.: W, w. [named 
after Scottish engineer and inventor 
James Watt (1736—1819)] 

weal (wel), n. well-being; welfare, as 
the public weal. 

wea-sand (we'zand), n. 1. the throat. 
2. the esophagus. 3. the trachea, 

web press, a rotary press into which 
paper is fed from a large roll. Also 
web-fed press. 

Web ster (web'star), n. a weaver, 
weft (weft), n. the yarns interwoven 
by a shuttle back and forth across the 
warp in weaving. Also woof, 

weir (wer), n. a small dam in a river, 
welfare state, a state in which the 

welfare of its citizens with regard to 
employment, health and education, 
social security, etc., is the responsi¬ 
bility of the government. 

Welt-an-schau-ung (velt'ansttou'- 
oong), n. German, a comprehensive 
philosophy or conception of the uni¬ 
verse and of human life in relation to 
it. 

wel-ter-weight (wel'tarwat), n. a 
boxer of the class between light wel¬ 
terweight and light middleweight in 
amateur boxing, lightweight and 
middleweight in professional boxing, 
and weighing 148 lb. or less if an 
amateur, 147 lb. or less if a profes¬ 
sional. 

Welt-po-li-tik (velt'politek'), n. Ger¬ 
man. the policy of a nation toward the 
world. 

Welt-schmerz (velt'sHmerts), n. 
German, sentimental pessimism or 
melancholy over the state of the 
world. 

weth-er (wet/Par), n. a castrated male 
sheep. 

wet-land (wet'land'), n., usually pi. a 
region of swamps, marshes, or bogs, 

wharf-in-ger (hwor'finjar), n. a per¬ 
son who owns or is in charge of a 
wharf. 

wheal (hwel), n. a small itching or 
burning swelling on the skin, as from 
an insect bite. 

wheel-a-brate (hweFabrat), v. to 
harden the surface of steel by means 
of a rotating shot-peening device, 

whelk (hwelk), n. a pimple or pus¬ 
tule. 

whelm (hwelm), v. to submerge or 
engulf; to overcome, 

whelp (hwelp), n. 1. the young of the 
dog, or of the lion, tiger, bear, leopard, 
wolf, etc. —v. 2. to bring forth young, 
usually of a dog, lion, etc. 

wher-ry (hwer'e), n. a light rowboat 
used on rivers; skiff, 

whick-er (hwik'ar), v. to neigh or 
whinny. 

whif-fet (hwif'it), n. a small dog. 
whif-fle (hwif'al), v. 1. to blow in puffs 

or gusts, as the wind. 2. to shift or 
veer about; to vacillate. 

whif-fler1 (hwif'lar), n. a person who 
frequently shifts his opinions, in¬ 
terests, etc.; a person who vacillates 
or is evasive in an argument. 

whif-fler2 (hwif'lar), n. an attendant, 
usually carrying a staff or sword, for¬ 
merly employed to clear the way for a 
procession. 

Whig (hwig), n. 1. (in American His¬ 
tory) a. a member of the party that 
supported the Revolution, b. a mem¬ 
ber of the party (cl 834-1855) formed 
in opposition to the Democratic party 
and supporting a loose construction 
of the Constitution and tariff protec¬ 
tion of industry. 2. (in British Poli¬ 
tics) a. a member of a political party 
which championed reform and held 
liberal principles, and later became 
the Liberal Party, b. one of the more 
conservative members of the Liberal 
Party. 

whig-ma-lee-rie (hwigmaler'e), n. a 
fanciful idea; a whim, 

whi-lom (hwPlam), adj. former; erst¬ 
while, as their whilom friends. 
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white-a-cre (hwlffakar), n. a fanciful 
name for a hypothetical piece of land, 
esp. in lawbooks to distinguish one 
piece of land from another. See also 
blackacre. 

whited sepulcher, something or 
someone evil with the outward ap¬ 
pearance of something good; a hypo¬ 
crite. [Matt. 23: 27] 

white man’s burden, the alleged 
duty of the white race to look after the 
subject people of other races in its 
colonies. 

white paper, an official report by a 
government. 

white paternoster, an incantation 
used to ward off evil spirits and black 
magic. See also black paternoster, 

white plague, tuberculosis, esp. of 

the lungs. 
white primary, a primary election 

formerly held among the Democrats 
in those southern States of the U.S. 
in which only white people could 

vote. 
white rainbow. See fogbow. 
white sauce, a sauce made of butter 
or the like, flour, milk or stock, and 

seasoning. 
white slave, a woman enticed or 

forced into prostitution, 
white-smith (hw!t,smitA,)> n. a tin¬ 

smith. 
white water, foaming water, as in 

rapids, etc. 
whit-low (hwit'ld), n. an inflamma¬ 

tion of a finger or toe, often with a 
discharge of pus. Also agnail. 

Whiz Kid, (in colloquial usage) a 
yqung and extremely intelligent, 
powerful, or successful executive, 

advisor, etc. 
wid-der-shins (wid'arsHinz), adv. 

See withershins. 
wid-get (wij^it), n. 1. a knob, switch, 

or other similar small mechanism, 
esp. one such of which the name is 
not known or has been forgotten. 2. 
a typical or representative thing, as of 

a manufacturer’s products, 
widow’s cruse, a supply that is in¬ 

exhaustible. [I Kings 17: 10-16 and 

II Kings 4: 1-7] 

wig-an (wig'an), n. a canvas-like cloth 
for stiffening hems, lapels, etc. 

wild-ing (wIl'diNG), n. any plant that 
grows wild. 

wild silk. See tussah. 
will-o’-the-wisp (wil,3THawisp,)) «. 

See ignis fatuus. 
willow pattern, a design for china, 

originated in England in 1780 and 
picturing a willow tree, small bridge, 
pagodas, etc., derived from Chinese 
sources and usually blue and white 

in color. 
wim-ble (wim'bal), n. 1. a device for 

extracting the rubbish from a bored 
hole, as in mining. 2. any of various 
tools for boring. 

wind-age (win'dij), n. the deflection 
of a projectile by the influence of the 

wind. 
win-dow (win'do), n. (in military 

usage) See chaff. 
wind rose, a map symbol that shows 

for a particular place the frequency 
and strength of wind from different 

directions. 
wind-row (wind'ro), n. a row of hay, 

sheaves of grain, etc., raked or stacked 

together to dry. 
wind shake, a flaw in wood sup¬ 

posedly caused by strong winds de¬ 
forming the tree trunk. Also cup 

shake. 
wind-ward (wind'ward), adv. 1. to¬ 
ward the side from which the wind 
blows. —n. 2. the side facing into the 

wind. 
win-kle-hawk (wiNG'kalhok), n. an 

L-shaped tear in cloth. 
win-now (winffi), v. 1. to separate 

grain from chaff, esp. by tossing it up 
so that the lighter chaff blows away 
and the grain falls back. 2. to analyze 
critically; to separate or distinguish 

useful from useless parts. 
win-some (win'sam), adj. attractive 
in an engaging way; charming. 

winter lamb, a lamb bom in the fall 
or winter and sold for slaughter before 

May 20. 
wise (wlz), n. (in combination or cer¬ 
tain phrases) way; manner, as length¬ 

wise, in nowise, etc. 
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wi-sent (ve'zant), n. the European 

bison, now nearly extinct, 
wist-ful (wist'fal), adj. characterized 

by longings or yearnings; pensive, 
esp. in a melancholy way. 

witch ball, a ball of many mirrored 
facets hanging from the ceiling of a 
ballroom and rotated so that it 
sparkles in bright light, 

with-al (wiTHol'), adv. in addition; 
as well; in spite of all. 

withdrawal symptom, any of the 
physiological and mental distur¬ 
bances, as sweating, depression, etc., 
experienced by a narcotics addict 
deprived of drugs. 

withe (with, wiTH), n. a tough, flexible 
twig of willow, osier, or the like used 
for binding things together, 

with-er-shins (wiTH'arsHinz), adv. in 
a direction contrary to the natural 
one, as counterclockwise, and sup¬ 
posed to bring bad luck. Also widder- 
shins. 

with-y (wiTH'e), n. a flexible twig or 
stem; a withe. 

wit-ling (witMiNG), n. one who affects 
wittiness. 

wit-tol (wit'al), n. a man who knows 
of his wife’s adultery and tolerates it. 
See also cuckold. 

wi-vem (wl'varn), n. See wyvem. 
wiz-ened (wiz'and), adj. dried up; 

shriveled, as a wizened old face. 
wold (wold), n. a high, open tract of 

land. 

wom-er-a (wom'ara), n. a spear¬ 
throwing device used by Australian 
aborigines. Also woo'mer-a. 

wood-wind (wood'wind), n. any of 
the group of musical instruments 
played by blowing and traditionally 
made of wood, as the flute, oboe, etc., 
and usually the saxophone, 

wood-wool (wdbd'wooh), n. fine 
wood shavings used in insulation, for 
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packing breakable objects, as a binder 
in plaster, etc. 

woof (woof), n. See weft, 
woof-er (wdof'ar), n. a large loud¬ 

speaker for reproducing low-fre¬ 
quency sounds. See also tweeter, 
tweeter-woofer. 

wool-fell (wbol'fel), n. the pelt of a 
wool-bearing animal with the wool 
still on it. 

wort1 (wurt), n. a malt infusion, which 
after fermenting, becomes beer or 
mash. 

wort2 (wurt), n. (in combination) a 
plant, vegetable, or herb, as pearl- 
wort, hornwort, navelwort. 

wrack (rak), n. a wreck; ruin; the 
remains or a vestige of something that 
has been destroyed, 

wraith (rath), n. an apparition of a 
person, supposed to foretell his death, 

wran-gle (raNG'gal), v. 1. to argue 
noisily. 2. to herd or round up, as 
livestock. 

wreak (rek), v. to inflict or give vent 
to, as harm, punishment, vengeance, 
etc. 

wrick (rik), v. 1. to sprain or wrench. 
—n. 2. a sprain or wrench, 

wrig-gle-work (rig'alwurk'), n. dec¬ 
orative zigzags engraved on metal, 

write-down (rlt'doun'), n. (in ac¬ 
counting) the reducing of the re¬ 
corded value of an asset, 

write-off (rit'of'), n. a cancellation 
from accounts as a loss, 

wroth (roth), adj. angry; incensed, as 
He was wroth to discover the theft of 
his documents. 

wryneck (ff'nek), n. See torticollis. 
wurst (wurst, woorst), n. sausage, esp. 

in combination as liverwurst, brat- 
wurst. 

wyvem (wl'varn), n. a heraldic 
winged dragon with two legs like an 
eagle’s and a barbed tail. Also wivem. 



X 
xan-thic (zan't/zik), adj. yellow or 

yellowish; relating to such a color. 
Xan-thip-pe (zantip'e), n. a shrewish 

wife or woman. 
xan tho chroid (zan't/zakroid), adj. 

belonging to or relating to those 
peoples of the white races with fair 

skin or hair. 
xan-thous (zan'/Zzas), adj. yellow or 
yellowish. 

xat (KHat), n. a totem pole. 
X chromosome, a sex chromosome 
containing numerous genes includ¬ 
ing those which produce female 
characteristics, and usually found in 
pairs in females but in males singly or 
with a Y chromosome. See also Y 

chromosome. 
xen-o-gen-e-sis (zenajen'isis), n. the 

procreation of offspring with bio¬ 
logical characteristics completely dif¬ 
ferent from those of the parents, for¬ 
merly but no longer thought possible, 

xen-o-pho-bi-a (zebafo'bea), n. 1. an 
abnormally excessive dread or dis¬ 
like of foreign or strange people or 
things. 2. an unreasonable dislike of 
foreigners. —xen'o-phobe, n. 

xcrarch (zer'ark), adj. (of a sere) 

arising in a dry habitat, 
xe-ric (zer^ik), adj. of, relating to, or 
adapted to very dry conditions, 

xe-rog-ra-phy (zirog'rafe), n. a pro¬ 
cess for copying material from film or 
paper by means of charging with 

static electricity those areas of a plain 
paper corresponding to the printed 
areas of the original so that powdered 
resin carrying an opposite charge ad¬ 
heres to them and is then fused, 

xe-roph-i-lous (zirof'alas), adj. living 
or growing in very dry, and usually 

hot, conditions. 
xe-roph-thal-mi-a (zer'off/zal'mea), 

n. abnormal dryness of the eyeball, a 
symptom of certain diseases, as con¬ 

junctivitis. 
xeTO^phyte (zerbfit), n. a plant 

adapted to a very dry habitat. 
xeTO-sere (zerbser), n. a sere arising 

under dry conditions. 
xeTtvsis (zirSbis), n. 1. a medical 

condition of abnormal dryness, as of 
the skin. 2. the hardening of body 
tissues normal in old age. 

x-height (eks'hlt), n. (in typography) 
the height of the letter x in lower case 

of a given typeface, 
x-high (eks'hl'), adj. (in typography) 

of a height equal to that of a lower¬ 
case x of the same type face and body, 

xiph-oid (zif'oid), adj. sword-shaped, 
xylem (zlMam), n. the woody fiber 

or tissue of a tree. 
xy-lo-graph (zl'bgraf), n. a design 

carved in wood; a print made from 

such a carving. 
xylog-ra-phy (zllog'rafe), n. the art 

of carving on wood or of making 

prints from such carving. 
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xyloid (zl'loid), n. woody; resem¬ 
bling wood. 

xylo-phage (zl'lofaj), n. an insect that 
feeds on wood. 

xyloph-a-gous (zllof'agas), adj. 
wood-eating. Also hylophagous. 

xylot o-mous (zllot'amas), adj. 
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wood-boring or wood-cutting, as 
various insects. 

xylot’O'my (zllot'ame), n. the tech¬ 
nique of cutting thin slices of wood 
for examination under a microscope, 

xys-ter (zis'tar), n. a surgical instru¬ 
ment used to scrape bones. 



Y 
ya-hoo (ya'hoo), n., pi. ya-hoos. a 

bestial or coarse person. 
Yang (yaNG), n. See Yin. 
yare (yer, yar), adj. quick; agile; 

easily handled, as a boat, 
yaivmubke (yar'molka), n. a skullcap 
worn by Orthodox Jewish men and 
boys, esp. for prayer and religious 

study. 
yar-o-vize (yar'avlz), v. See iarovize, 
yash-mak (yaSHmak'), «■ the veil 
worn by Muslim women in public to 
conceal the face below the eyes, 

yaul (yol), v. (in rocketry) to deviate 
from a stable course because of oscil¬ 
lation about the longitudinal axis. 

See also pitch. 
yaws (yoz), n. a contagious tropical 

disease caused by a particular bac¬ 
terial species and characterized by 
warty red eruptions on the skin fol¬ 
lowed by the ulceration of tissue and 
destruction of bones. Alsoframbesia. 

Y chromosome, a sex chromosome 
carrying the genes which produce 
male characteristics, occurring only 
in males, where it is paired with an 
X chromosome, and determining sex 
by its presence or absence. See also 

X chromosome. 
yean (yen), v. to give birth, as of ewes, 

she-goats, or the like, 
yeanding (yen'liNG), n. a newborn 

lamb, kid, or the like, 
yegg (yeg), w- (in colloquial usage) a 

traveling petty burglar; a vicious 
ruffian. 

yellow-dog contract, a contract by 
which an employer agrees to employ 
a worker who in return agrees to leave 
or remain outside a labor union. 

yellow fever, a severe, often fatal, 
virus infection occurring in tropical 
climates, transmitted by a mosquito, 
and characterized by fever, jaundice, 
vomiting, and hemorrhages. Also 
yellow jack. 

yen-ta (yen 'ta), n. (in colloquial usage) 
an unpleasant scandalmongering 

woman. 
ye’shi-va (yaSHe'va), n., pi. ye-shi- 
vahs, ye-shi-voth (yasHe'vbt). an 
elementary school for Orthodox 
Jewish children; a school of higher 
education in Orthodox Jewish reli¬ 
gious teaching, esp. for students in¬ 
tending to become rabbis. 

yi (ye), n. the fulfillment of the particu¬ 
lar obligations to society specified in 
Chinese philosophy. 

Yin and Yang (yin; yaNG), the two 
universal forces held in Chinese 
philosophy to be responsible for the 
harmonious balance of nature and to 
pervade and control the nature and 
destiny of all things, Yin being dark, 
cold, solid, and still, Yang being 
bright, warm, and active. 

ylem (T'hm), n. the primordial entity 
conceived in philosophy as the source 
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from which all things in the universe 
have derived. 

Yo-ga (yo'go), n. union with the su¬ 
preme spirit or any of the methods of 
attaining such union, esp. a Hindu 
system of ascetism, concentration, 
meditation, and exercise. 

yo-gi (yo'ge),«. a person who practices 
or embraces Yoga. 

young-ling (yuNG'liNG), n. a young 
person or animal; a beginner. 

Young Turk, a rebellious member or 
adherent of a political party, usually 
agitating for more liberal policies, 

youn-ker (yuNG'kor), n. a youngster, 
yurt (ydort), n. a portable circular hut 
or dwelling of the native tribes of 
northern and central Asia. 



z 
za-ba-glio-ne (zabalyh'ne), n. an 

Italian dessert made of egg yolks, 
sugar, and Marsala whipped to a thick 
foam in a bain-marie and served 
either hot or cold. 

zaf-tig (zaf'tig), adj. (of a woman) 
desirably plump and shapely, 

zai-bat-su (zT,batsoo,)> n. sing, and pi. 
Japanese, the large Japanese indus¬ 
trial or financial combines, 

za-mar-ra (zgmarh), n. a coat made 
from sheepskin and resembling those 
worn by Spanish shepherds. 

zap‘ti-ah (zupte'a), n. a Turkish 
policeman. 

za-re-ba (zare'ba), n. a stockade, usu¬ 
ally of growing thorn bushes, to pro¬ 
tect a camp or village in the Sudan 
and neighboring areas, 

zarf (zarf), n. a decorative, usually 
metal, holder used in the Levant for 
handling coffee cups made without 

handles. 
zar-zue*la (zarzwaMa), n. a Spanish 
drama with music, frequently satiri¬ 

cal and topical. 
zax (zaks), n. a type of ax for making 

holes in slate through which nails can 

be driven. 
zeal-ot (zePat), «. 1. an enthusiastic 

or excessively enthusiastic supporter 

of a cause or person. 2. a member of a 
fiercely patriotic Jewish resistance 
group which opposed the occupying 
heathen Romans in Judea before and 

for some time after the fall of Jeru¬ 
salem in 70 A.D. 

zcna-na (zena'na), n. the part of an 
Indian or Persian house where the 
females of the family were or are 
secluded; the females so secluded, 

zenith (zernith), n. the point on the 
celestial sphere directly above any 
observer or given location; the high¬ 
est point. See also nadir, 

zero gravity, the state in which there 
is no gravitational force, as in orbit 
outside the earth’s atmosphere, 

zib-ehine (zitPalln), adj. 1. of or relat¬ 
ing to the sable. —n. 2. the dressed 
skin of the sable used as a fur for 
trimmings or garments, 

zig-gu-rat (zig'oorat), n. a pyramidal 
temple of the ancient civilizations of 
Mesopotamia consisting of several 
superimposed stages, each smaller 
than the lower one, giving a terraced 
appearance, with a sanctuary at the 
top, or in the Assyrian version having 
a broad ramp winding around and up 
the pyramid to the sanctuary at the 

top. 
ziircog-raphy (ziNGkog'rafe), n. the 
technique of making a printing plate 
of zinc by etching away the unwanted 
parts of its surface, leaving the part 
to be printed standing in relief, 

zo-an-thro-py (zoan'Pzrape), n. a 
mental illness in which the patient 

believes he is an animal. 
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zo-e-trope (zo'etrop), n. a device con¬ 
sisting of a drum inside which is 
placed, opposite slits, a series of 
images representing successive posi¬ 
tions of a moving object so that when 
the drum is rotated rapidly the images 
seen through the slits give an illusion 
of motion. 

zo'gan (zo'gan), n. Japanese inlaid 
metalwork used for decoration, 

zone melting, a technique used to 
purify various metals and other min¬ 
erals by passing a bar of the material 
through an induction coil to cause 
momentary melting of each part of 
the bar with consequent movement 
of impurities from the molten area to 
the area still to pass through the coil. 
Also zone refining. See also cage 
zone melting. 

zone of interior, the entire area of a 
theater of war except for the combat 
zone and its immediate communica¬ 
tions zone. 

zo-o-chem-is-try (zoakem'istre), n. 
chemistry as it relates to the animal 
body. 

zo-o-chore (zobkor), n. a plant so 
adapted in structure that it is spread 
by animals. 

zo-o'ge-og'ra-phy (zobjeog'rafe), n. 
the scientific study of animal distribu¬ 
tion and its causes and effects, 

zo-og-ra-phy (zoog'rafe), n. the scien¬ 
tific description of animals, 

zo-oid (zo'oid), n. any organism cap¬ 
able of separate existence from the 
parent organism and either capable 
of spontaneous movement or pro¬ 
duced by asexual reproduction, 

zo-ol-a-try (zooFatre); n. the worship 
of animals. 

zo-om-e-try (zoom'itre), n. the scien¬ 
tific measurement and comparison of 
measurements of the parts of animals, 

zo-o-mor-phic (zoamor'fik), adj. at¬ 
tributing animal form or nature to 
something, esp. to a deity. — zo-o- 
mor'phism, n. 

zo-on-o’sis (zoonbsis), n. an animal 
disease that can be passed on to man. 

zo-oph-i-lous (zdof'abs), adj. adapt¬ 
ed to be pollinated by some animal 
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that has been in contact with pollen, 
zo-o-pho-bi-a (zoafo'bea), n. an ab¬ 
normal dread of animals, 

zo-o-phyte (zobfit), n. any of various 
low forms of animal life, usually re¬ 
sembling a plant, as corals, sea- 
anemones, and the like, 

zo-o-plank-ton (zoaplaNGk'tan), n. 
the minute animal organisms in 
plankton. See also phytoplankton. 

zo-O'plas-ty (zobplaste), n. the trans¬ 
planting into a human body of living 
tissue from another animal species, 

zo-ot-o-my (zoot'ame), n. the study 
of the bodily structure of animals, 
esp. by means of dissection; dissec¬ 
tion for such a purpose. 

zo-O'tox'in (zoatok'sin), n. a poison¬ 
ous substance from an animal, as 
snake venom; a serum formed by the 
provocation of such a poison, 

zo-ri (zore), «., pi. zo-ri. a flat-soled 
Japanese sandal held on by a thong 
passing to each side of the foot from 
between the big and second toes. 

Zo-ro-as-tri-an (zor'bas'treanizm), n. 
a believer in a religion founded in 
Persia in the 7th century B.c. by 
Zoroaster and surviving in the Par- 
sees of India, teaching that there is a 
supreme divine being, Ahura Mazda, 
of whom all nature, wisdom, and 
truth are part, and that there is a con¬ 
stant cosmic battle between good and 
evil spirits in which magic plays a 
predominant part, 

zos-ter (zos'tar), n. See shingles. 
Zou-ave (zooav,)) n. a member of a 

French infantry corps, originally of 
Algerian but now mainly of French 
soldiers, distinguished for their phy¬ 
sique, dash, and picturesque uniform 
of baggy trousers, short open jacket, 
sash, and tasseled cap. 

zuc-chet-to (zooket'o), n. a round 
skullcap worn by the Roman Catholic 
clergy, the Pope’s being white, a 
cardinal’s red, a bishop’s violet, and 
a priest’s black. 

zug zwang (tsook'tsfaNG), n. a situa¬ 
tion in a game of chess where all the 
moves open to one player will cause 
damage to his position. 
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zwieback (zwl'bak), n. a rusk made 
of a light bread containing eggs, 

zyg-a-poph-ysis (zigopof'isis), n., pi. 
zyg-a-poph-y-ses (zigopof'isez). one 
of the projections serving as joints to 
interlock each vertebra with the ones 
above and below it. 

zygo-dac-tyl (zlgodak'til), adj. with 
the toes of each foot arranged in pairs, 
one pair pointing forward and one 
pair backward, as in a parrot, 

zy-go-mat-ic bone (zigamat'ik), the 
cheekbone, forming the prominence 
of the cheek and the lower part of the 
eye socket. 

zy-go-mor-phic (zTgomor'fik), adj. 
capable of being halved in one plane 
only to give two symmetrical halves, 

usually of flowers. 
zy-mo'gen (zl'mojan), n. any sub¬ 

stance capable of changing into an 

enzyme. 
zymo-gen-e-sis (zTmojen'isis), n. the 

development of an enzyme from a 
zymogen. 

zy-mol-o-gy (zlmol'aje), n. the scien¬ 
tific study of enzymes and fermenta¬ 
tion. 

zymobysis (zlmol'isis), n. the chem¬ 
ical reactions promoted by enzymes. 

zymom-e-ter (zlmom'itar), n. an 
instrument for measuring the stage 
reached in fermentation, as in brew¬ 
ing, distilling, etc. 

zy-mo-plas-tic (zl'moplas'tik), adj. 
enzyme-producing. 

zymosis (zlmo'sisj.w.jp/.zy-mo-ses 
(zlmo'sez). any infectious or conta¬ 
gious disease. 

zymos-then-ic (zlmas£/?en'ik), adj. 
bringing about greater enzyme acti¬ 
vity. 

zymot'ic (zTmot'ik), adj. relating to, 
caused by, or as if caused by fermen¬ 
tation. 

zy-mur-gy (zT'murje), n. the branch 
of applied chemistry that is con¬ 
cerned with fermentation, as in brew¬ 
ing, distilling, wine-making, and the 
like. 
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(continued from front flap) 

The words in this book can be found 
in (very) large dictionaries, too, but you 
would have to pay ten times the price 
and the only (other) attraction they might 
offer are the listings for all those words 
whose meanings you already know. 

This dictionary really skims the cream 
off the top. Why pay for dictionaries that 
waste space (and your money) on words 
like the, a, and, but, for, and others you’ll 
never look up? Do you know how many 
pages in some dictionaries are devoted 
to words like set and take? 

Here, at last, is a dictionary you can 
use—one that has in it the words whose 
meanings you don’t know! 

ABOUT THE EDITOR 

LAURENCE URDANG is a professional 
lexicographer whose interest in words 
and language is undiminished by almost 
20 years’ exposure to dictionaries of all 
kinds. His magnum opus was the Un¬ 
abridged Edition of The Random House 
Dictionary of the English Language, a 
260,000-entry tome published in 1966 and 
followed, in 1968, by the College Edition, 
which contains a mere 160,000 entries. 

In addition, he has edited a Russian- 
English/English-Russian dictionary, a dic¬ 
tionary of synonyms and antonyms, and 
assorted specialized dictionaries and ref¬ 
erence works totaling, with the one you 
are holding, seventeen in all. 

Mr. Urdang reports that he has relin¬ 
quished (Is that the right word?) New 
York City for the rurality (Is that a word 
at all?) of Connecticut, and now divides 
his time between England, where he is 
a student of the Queen’s English, and 
America, where he is a student of the 
Vice President’s English. 
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that can trip up 
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Including words we know until somebody asks us 
what they mean; words we understand when we read 

them but not when we hear them (or vice versa); 
words we are inexplicably unsure of using in conversation; 

words we can pronounce but not spell (or vice versa). 
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This may be the only dictionary 
you will ever really need. 
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