


Oxford
Collocations
Dictionary

for students of English

OXFTORD

UNIVER



OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS
Great Clarendon Street, Oxford OX2 6DP

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research. scholarship.
and education by publishing worldwide in

Oxford New York

Auckland Bangkok Buenos Aires Cape Town Chennai

Dar es Salaam Delhi Hong Kong Istanbul Karachi Kolkata
Kuala Lumpur Madrid Melbourne Mexico City Mumbai Nairobi
Sao Paulo Shanghai Taipei Tokyo Toronto

Oxford and Oxford English are registered trademarks of
Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain other countries

© Oxford University Press 2002

Database right Oxford University Press (maker)
First published 2002

Fifth impression 2003

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior
permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly permitted by
law, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reprographics rights
organization. Enquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the above
should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the address
above

You must not circulate this book in any other binding or cover and you must
impose the same condition on any acquirer

This dictionary includes some words which have or are asserted to have
proprietary status as trademarks or otherwise. Their inclusion does not imply
that they have acquired for legal purposes a non-proprietary or general
significance nor any other judgement concerning their legal status. In cases
where the editorial staff have some evidence that a word has proprietary status
this is indicated in the entry for that word but no judgement concerning the legal
status of such words is made or implied thereby

The British National Corpus is a collaborative project involving Oxford
University Press, Longman, Chambers, the Universities of Oxford and Lancaster
and the British Library

ISBN 0 19 431 2437
1098765

Text capture and processing by Oxford University Press
Typesetting by Oxford University Press
Printed in China



CONTENTS

list of usage notes and special pages

preface
acknowledgements
introduction

guide to the entries

- the dictionary

study pages between
ideas into words

using a noun entry
using a verb entry
using an adjective entry
common verbs

natural disasters
criminal justice
education

driving

politics

jobs

money

key to the study pages

inside front cover

\%
v
Vi
Vii=XI

XI—Xiil

1-892

446 and 447
52
S3-5
S6—7
58-9
S10-11
S12
SI12
SI3
SI3
S14
SI5
S16

893-7

key to abbreviations, symbols and labels



iv

List of usage notes

Usage note on page at entry
Aristocratic titles 560 peer
Crimes |77 crime
Currencies 184 currency
Days of the week 191 day
Financial indicators 562 per cent
Flowers 316 flower
Health practitioners 234 doctor
lllegal drugs 243 drug

Jobs 437 job
Languages 450 language
Meals 487 meal
Months 506 month
Organizations 541 organization
Performing arts 563 performance
Playing cards 98 card

Points of the compass 217 direction
Professionals 598 professional
Ranks in the armed forces 619 rank
Religions 64| religion
Seasons 688 season
Sounds 731 sound
Subjects of study 763 subject
Swimming strokes 760 stroke
Weights and measures 488 measure
Works of art 37 art

List of special pages

Special page on page at entry
Business 91 business
Clothes 126-7 clothes
Colours 133 colour
Computers 144 computer
Food and cooking 319 food

Fruit 332 fruit
llinesses 392 illness
Meetings 490- | meeting
Music 513 music

Sport 739 sport



Preface

In recent years, teachers and students have become increasingly
aware of the importance of collocation in English language learning.
However, no matter how convinced learners are in principle of the
importance of collocation, it is difficult for them to put these
principles into practice without the benefit of an up-to-date, corpus-
based dictionary of collocations. We at Oxford University Press were
determined to provide such a dictionary but it has taken us many
years to produce the dictionary that we feel best meets the needs of
students and teachers.

Over the years, a large number of lexicographers and editors have
been involved in this project and I wish to take this opportunity to
thank them all for the contributions they have made. In particular,

I wish to thank the three Managing Editors, Sheila Dignen, Jonathan
Crowther and Diana Lea. The Managing Editors worked on the policy
for this dictionary, striving to ensure that it was in its design as helpful
and accessible to users as possible. In the introduction that follows,
Diana Lea explains the principles that were established through
consultation and experiment to determine which collocates to include
and where they should be listed.

It is our hope that this dictionary will provide you with invaluable
assistance in expressing your ideas cogently in idiomatic English. If
you wish to explore the dictionary’s potential as a learning tool, you
will find the Guide to the Entries (page xii-xiii ) and the Study Pages
(between pages 446 and 447) very helpful.

Moira Runcie
January 2002
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Introduction

Imagine a student writing an essay on the environment. She knows the themes she
wishes to cover and the ideas and arguments to get across. She already has a stock of
useful vocabulary, especially high-content nouns like environment, pollution, ozone layer.
What is missing are the words that can link these high-content vocabulary items together
into a coherent whole — a narrative or an argument. Pollution is a problem, but what
needs to be done about it? Looking up the entry for pollution in the Oxford Collocations
Dictionary and skimming down to the verbs section offers the choice of avoid/prevent,
combat/control/fight/tackle, cut/limit/minimize/reduce or monitor. With the back-up help
of a good monolingual learner’s dictionary (such as the Oxford Advanced Learner’s
Dictionary) if need be, the student can choose the most appropriate verb, the one that
expresses most exactly what she wants to say.

What is collocation?

Collocation is the way words combine in a language to produce natural-sounding speech
and writing. For example, in English you say strong wind but heavy rain. It would not be
normal to say *heavy wind or *strong rain. And whilst all four of these words would be
recognized by a learner at pre-intermediate or even elementary level, it takes a greater
degree of competence with the language to combine them correctly in productive use. To
a native-speaker these combinations are highly predictable; to a learner they are
anything but.

Combinations of words in a language can be ranged on a cline from the totally free - see
a man/car/book - to the totally fixed and idiomatic - not see the wood for the trees. This
idiom is not only fixed in form, it also has nothing whatever to do with wood or trees.
Between these two extremes, there is a whole range of nouns that take the verb see in a way
that is neither totally predictable nor totally opaque as to meaning. These run from the
fairly ‘weak’ collocation see a film (which elementary students learn as a ‘chunk’ without
pausing to reflect that this is not quite the literal meaning of see) through the ‘medium
strength’ see a doctor to the ‘stronger’ collocations of see danger/reason/the point. All these
combinations, apart from those at the very extremes of the cline, can be called collocation.
And it is combinations such as these - particularly in the ‘medium-strength’ area - that
are vital to communicative competence in English.

Why is collocation important?

Collocation runs through the whole of the English language. No piece of natural spoken
or written English is totally free of collocation. For the student, choosing the right
collocation will make his speech and writing sound much more natural, more native-
speaker-like, even when basic intelligibility does not seem to be at issue. A student who
talks about *strong rain may make himself understood, but possibly not without
provoking a smile or a correction, which may or may not matter. He will certainly be
marked down for it in an exam.

But, perhaps even more importantly than this, language that is collocationally rich is
also more precise. This is because most single words in the English language - especially
the more common words — embrace a whole range of meanings, some quite distinct, and
some that shade into each other by degrees. The precise meaning in any context is
determined by that context: by the words that surround and combine with the core word —
by collocation. A student who chooses the best collocation will express himself much
more clearly and be able to convey not just a general meaning, but something quite
precise. Compare, for example, the following two sentences:

This is a good book and contains a lot of interesting details.
This is a fascinating book and contains a wealth of historical detail.

Both sentences are perfectly ‘correct’ in terms of grammar and vocabulary, but which
communicates more (both about the book under discussion and the person discussing it)?
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Why use a Collocations Dictionary?

A normal dictionary, whether monolingual or bilingual, splits up meaning into individual
words; it has a lot of power in dissecting the meaning of a text. Its power is more limited
when it comes to constructing texts. Good learner’s dictionaries give as much help as they
can with usage, with grammar patterns clearly explained, register labels and example
sentences showing words in context. Modern dictionaries are increasingly giving attention
to collocation. But they are still hampered by trying to provide a whole range of
information about any word besides its collocations. A grammar provides an analysis of
the general patterns that exist in a language. But its productive power is limited by the
degree to which it generalizes in order to come up with ‘grammatical rules’. A
collocational dictionary doesn’t have to generalize to the same extent: it covers the entire
language (or a large part of it!) on a word by word, collocation by collocation basis. It
manages this by not attempting to account for every possible utterance, only for what is
most typical.

By focusing on the specific rather than the general, a collocations dictionary is also
able to ‘pre-digest’ a lot of the grammar involved, presenting collocates in their most
typical form in context, even if this is not the usual dictionary citation form. For example
at the entry for baby, you will find the collocation be teething, reflecting the fact that this
verb is always used in the progressive tenses. Use the collocations dictionary
systematically and you become much more aware of the extent to which English makes
use of the passive, an aspect of grammar that even advanced students may be reluctant to
put to full productive use.

By covering the language systematically from A-Z, a collocations dictionary allows
students to build up their own collocational competence on a ‘need-to-know’ basis, starting
from the words they already know - or know in part. Occasional, or even regular,
collocations exercises in coursebooks cannot fulfil this role, although they do a useful job
of raising the profile of collocation as an essential feature of the language, and teach some
useful collocations in the process.

Which collocations are included in this dictionary?

The approach taken to this question was pragmatic, rather than theoretical. The questions
asked were: is this a typical use of language? Might a student of English want to express
this idea? Would they look up this entry to find out how? The aim was to give the full range
of collocation - from the fairly weak (see a film, an enjoyable holiday, extremely
complicated), through the medium-strength (see a doctor, direct equivalent, highly
intelligent) to the strongest and most restricted (see reason, burning ambition, blindingly
obvious) - for around 9,000 headwords. Totally free combinations are excluded and so, for
the most part, are idioms. Exceptions to this rule are idioms that are only partly
idiomatic: not see the wood for the trees may have nothing to do with wood or trees, but
drive a hard bargain is very much about bargaining even if the expression as a whole can
be considered an idiom.

The first question (Is this a typical use of language?) required that all the collocations
be drawn from reliable data. The main source used was the 100 million word British
National Corpus. From this, compilers of the dictionary were able to check how frequently
any given combination occurred, in how many (and what kind of) sources, and in what
particular contexts. The corpus also supplied many of the example sentences, most of
which were either taken directly from the authentic texts included in the corpus, or with
minor modifications to make them more accessible (but without, of course. altering any
collocations). For fast-changing areas of language, such as computing - particularly rich in
collocation - corpus information was supplemented by using the Internet as a resource.

The second question asked (Might a student of English want to express this idea?) led to
a focus on current English: language that students not only need to understand but can be
expected to reproduce. It was felt that, for productive use, students were better
concentrating on one variety of English, and British English was chosen. Consideration
was also given to the kind of texts that students might wish to write. Primary attention
was given to what might be called ‘moderately formal language’ - the language of essay



and report writing, and formal letters - treating all subjects — business, science, history,
sport, etc. (this list could go on for half a page) at the level of the educated non-specialist.
In addition, the dictionary includes some of the most important collocations from some
specialist areas, particularly law and medicine; collocations from popular fiction,
particularly useful in treating more personal subjects such as feelings and relationships;
informal collocations and those very frequent in spoken language; and a few of the most
frequent collocations from British journalism. Technical, informal and journalistic uses
are labelled as such.

The third question asked (Would a student look up this entry to find this expression?)
led to the exclusion of noun collocates from verb and adjective entries. When framing their
ideas, people generally start from a noun. You might think of rain and want to know which
adjective best describes rain when a lot falls in a short time. You would be unlikely to start
with the adjective heavy and wonder what you could describe with it (rain, breathing,
damage, gunfire?) Similarly, you might be looking for the verb to use when you do what you
need to do in response to a challenge. But you would not choose meet and then choose what
to meet (a challenge, an acquaintance, your death, the expense).

‘The full range of collocation’, as well as implying collocations of different strengths,
also covers all the following types of combination:

adjective + noun: bright/harsh/intense/strong light
quantifier + noun: a beam/ray of light

verb + noun: cast/emit/give/provide/shed light
noun + verb: light gleams/glows/shines

noun + noun: a light source

preposition + noun: by the light of the moon

noun + preposition: the light from the window

adverb + verb: choose carefully

verb + verb: be free to choose

verb + preposition: choose between two things

verb + adjective: make/keep/declare sth safe

adverb + adjective: perfectly/not entirely/environmentally safe
adjective + preposition: safe from attack

plus short phrases including the headword: the speed of light, pick and choose, safe and
sound

Most of the collocations in the dictionary can be called ‘word collocations’, that is, these
are the precise words that combine with each other: small fortune cannot be changed to
little fortune, even though small and little would seem to be synonymous. There is another
area of collocation that might be called ‘category collocation’, where a word can combine
with any word from a readily definable set. This set may be quite large, but its members
are predictable, because they are all words for nationalities, or measurements of time, for
example. At the entry for walk, one of the groups of collocates is given as ‘three-minute.
five minutes’, etc.”: the ‘etc.’ is to indicate that any figure may be substituted for ‘three’ or
‘five’ in these expressions.

It also happens that certain sets of words share all or most of their collocations. This is
particularly true of very strictly defined sets such as days of the week, months and points
of the compass, but it also applies to slightly less rigid, but still limited sets such as
currencies, weights and measures and meals. In order to show how these collocations are
shared by a number of headwords, the dictionary includes 25 usage notes, each treating the
collocations of a particular set. The entries for the individual members of the set include a
cross-reference to the usage note. In cases where all the collocations are shared (months,
for example) the cross-reference replaces all other information in the entry. In cases where
some of the collocations are shared, but others apply only to an individual member of the
set (for example, seasons), the individual collocations are given at the entry, and a cross-
reference directs the user to the shared collocations in the usage note. A full list of the
usage notes and where they may be found is given on page iv. The 9,000 headwords include
most of the commonest words in the language that upper-intermediate students will



already know, plus some words that they will start to encounter as they move to a more
advanced level of English. Some very common words - such as the verbs make and do - do
not merit entries of their own. This is because these verbs have no real collocations of
their own. They themselves are the collocations of lots of nouns, and appear in the entries
for those nouns. There are also two pages of exercises in the central study section
addressing this notorious area of difficulty.

How to use this dictionary

This dictionary is intended for productive use, most typically for help with writing. The
collocations in each entry are divided according to part of speech; within each part of
speech section they are grouped according to meaning or category. (In the example above
from pollution, avoid and prevent are roughly synonymous, as are combat, control, fight
and tackle, and so on). The groups are arranged in an order that tries to be as intuitive as
possible? in this case from the ‘strongest’ form of action (avoid/prevent) to the ‘mildest’
(monitor). Many collocate groups have illustrative examples showing one or more of the
collocations in context.

Because this is a type of dictionary that may be totally new to many students it is
recommended that users familiarize themselves with how the dictionary works by working
through some of the exercises in the photocopiable study section in the centre of the
dictionary. The first of these aims to show the overall concept of the dictionary by looking
at a single entry (idea) in some detail. The next few exercises take users systematically
through the different sections of the entries for nouns, verbs and adjectives. Two pages of
exercises get students thinking about the common verbs make, do, have, give and take; and
the remaining exercises range across the whole dictionary, testing collocations linked to
various themes, including politics, jobs and money.

Other information in this dictionary

The focus of this dictionary is very much on collocation. In order to make the collocational
information as comprehensive and accessible as possible. non-collocational information
has largely been excluded. Definitions of headwords are given only insofar as they are
necessary to distinguish different senses of the same word, when they have different
collocations and need to be treated separately. These are not full definitions, but rather
‘sense discriminators’, just detailed enough to allow the senses to be distinguished.
Register information is given when any pair of words in combination take on a different
register from the two words separately. Examples would be do drugs (informal) — though
neither do nor drugs are informal in themselves — or hear a lecture (formal). (Exceptions to
this rule are collocates labelled taboo where the label applies to the single word and to any
combination it occurs in.) Collocations are also labelled if they belong to a particular field
of language such as law or medical. For a full list of the usage labels used in this
dictionary, see inside the front cover. In addition to these labels, more specific usage
restrictions such as ‘in football’ or ‘used in journalism’ are given in brackets.

The most frequent usage label used in the dictionary is figurative. It is a feature of
English that when the meaning of a word is extended and used in a non-literal sense, the
collocations of the literal sense are often carried over: that is, both literal and figurative
meanings of a word may share collocations. The dictionary indicates where this is so: for
example, at way, the collocation lose is given, followed by the examples: She lost her way in
the fog. and (figurative) The project seems to have lost its way. With strong collocations that
are slightly idiomatic, a short explanation of the meaning may be given. For example, at
bargain, the phrase drive a hard bargain has the gloss (= force sb to agree to the
arrangement that is best for you).

The dictionary also includes ten special pages on different topics such as business,
meetings and sport. These pull together collocations from the different topics and can be
used as the basis for topic work in class, or for brainstorming vocabulary for an essay, for
example. A full list of special topic pages and where to find them is given on page iv.
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It is hoped that this dictionary will be of use not only to students of English of upper-
intermediate level and above, but also to teachers (both non-native speaker and native-
speaker teachers, looking for ways to present collocations to their students), translators,
academics, business people, and all who wish to write fluent and idiomatic English. The
Guide to the Entries (pages xii-xiii) is there as a quick reference, to give help as needed, but
the whole dictionary has been designed to be accessible, and (we hope) enjoyable to use.



Guide to the entries

nouns mountain noun

- 1 very high hill
S¢n§e n'umbers and short'deﬂmmons e ADJ. big, great, high, huge, large, lofty, massive, tall,
distinguish between the different senses towering | small | stéep | low | beautiful, dramatic,
of mountain. fine, majestic, spectacular | surrounding The sur-
rounding mountains make the city difficult to evacuate. |
distant | isolated, remote | inland | jagged, rocky,
rugged, | snow-capped, snow-covered, snowy | holy

the holy mountain of the Lapp community
e QUANT. chain.range a chain/rangeof mountains

e VERB - MOUNTAIN ascend. climb, come/go up,
scale | come/go down, descend, walk down | walk in
We enjoy walking in the mountains. | cross (over)

e MOUNTAIN + VERB rise, soar, tower The mountains
here rise to well over 2 000m. | fall The mountains fall to
the east to the flat expanse of the plateau. | surround sth
Towering mountains surrounded the village. | shake The
earth tremor made the mountains shake.

e MOUNTAIN + NOUN chain, range | area, country,
environment, region Between the two towns was 50 miles
of mountain country. | height We crossed the rugged
mountain heights. | pass, path, road, route, track |
landscape, scenery | crag, face, flank, peak, ridge,
side, slope, top, valley, wall | cave | lake, stream | air
Many people come to the resort simply to enjoy the fresh
mountain air. | pasture | barrier The invading army
could only penetrate the mountain barrier at one point. |
village | fastness, fortress, stronghoid | hut, lodge,
resort | folk, men, people | climber, climbing, walking,
walks | guide | rescue, rescue team | bike, biker, bik-
ing | sickness | boot | goat, gorilla, hare, sheep

e PREP. across/over/through the ~ a pass through the
mountains down/up a/the ~ She arranged to meet the
others halfway up the mountain. in the ~s This type of
goat lives high up in the mountains.

e PHRASES the flank/side/slope of a mountain, the
foot/bottom/top of a mountain

2 large amount/number of sth

e ADJ. great | debt | paper | butter, food, etc. They re-
vealed a solution to reduce Europe’s butter mountain.

e VERB + MOUNTAIN generate | reduce

e PHRASES a mountain of paper/paperwork The en-
quiry generated a mountain of paperwork.

adjectives that collocate with mountain
or nouns that function like adjectives

quantifiers: words that mean ‘an amount/
number of something’

verbs that come before mountain,
and verbs that follow mountain

N

\ NN

nouns that follow mountain

Collocates are grouped according to
meaning or category.

prepositions that combine with
mountain

common phrases that include mountain

/

adjectives

verbs that come before famous
famous adj.

e VERBS be | become | make sb/sth The school was
) ) made famous by its association with Charles Dickens.
adverbs that collocate with famous  ———__ \py really, very | quite | internationally, locally
internationally famous rock stars | justly.rightly The city
is justly famous for its nightclubs.

e PREP. as He was famous as both a teacher and a scien-
tist. for The town became famous for its lace.

e PHRASES rich and famous One day I'll be rich and
Jfamous, you’ll see! world famous He became a world fam-
ous conductor.

/

prepositions that follow famous

\|

common phrases that include famous
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verbs .
remind verp

___——— e ADV. constantly, frequently, repeatedly | gently Sxe
gently reminded him that the baby was getting cold and
should be taken indoors.

e VERB + REMIND not have to; not need to I'm sure I

/ don’t need to remind you that we have lost our last ten
matches. | serve to An event like this serves to remind us
that we do not have control over nature.

e PREP. about I rang to remind him about the party. of

/ She looked at her watch to remind him of the time.

e PHRASES keep reminding sb

PHRASAL VERB
h h lud ind remind sb of sh/sth
common phrases that include remin e ADV. forcefully, forcibly, sharply, strongly, vividly
The building reminded me strongly of my old school. | ir-
resistibly | suddenly I was suddenly reminded of a tiger

defending its cubs. | always Mrs Nolan always reminded
Phrasal verbs are treated separately at Marieof her own mother

the end of the entry.

adverbs that collocate with remind

verbs that come before remind

prepositions that follow remind

other features of the entries
black adj.

A short use note shows a restriction on e ADV. very The sky looks very black. | all His hands

. \ were all black from messing about with the car.
the use of the collocation pitch black. e ADJ. jet, pitch (used about the night) She had beauti-

ful jet-black hair. ¢ It was pitch black outside.
=> Special page at COLOUR

a cross-reference to the special page at
colour, which has further collocations
of black and other colours abode noun
o ADJ. humble (humorous) Welcome to my humble abode.

e VERB + ABODE take up your (formal or humorous) I

Regi ster labels show that abode may be had been invited to take up my abode at Government

. House.
formal, humorous ora technical term in e PHRASES of no fixed abode (law) (= without a per-
law, depending on its context and manent address) An 18-year-old man of no fixed abode ap-
collocations. peared at Teesside magistrates court yesterday. the right of

/ abode (law) (=theright tolive in a place)
short explanations of the meaning of

particular phrases wilderness noun

e ADJ. last | great | barren, desert, desolate | frozen
| uncharted | unspoilt | political (figurative) the man
who brought the party back from the political wilderness
e VERB + WILDERNESS transform They transformed
the wilderness into a garden. | explore They set out to ex-
In particular collocations wilderness Dblore the earth’s last great wilderness, Antarctica.
takes on a ﬁguratwe meaning. e WILDERNESS + NOUN years (figurative) His wilder-
ness years (= when he was out of politics and the public
eye) in the 1990s were spent in North America.
e PREP. inthe~ We were hopelessiy lost in the wilderness.

‘etc.’ shows that words for other aristocracy noun
na’Elonalltles also collocate with T eaDs British, French, etc. | landed, landowning |
aristocracy. local

e PHRASES amember of the aristocracy

For more help with noun, verb and adjective entries, see study pages S3-9 in
the central section of the dictionary.






abandon verb

1leave sb/sth
o ADV. hastily Thevillage had been hastily abandoned.
e PHRASES be found/left abandoned The car was found
abandoned in a nearby town.

2 stop doing/supporting sth
e ADV. altogether, completely, entirely, totally The gov-
ernment does not propose to abandon the project al-
together. | effectively, largely, virtually This principle
has now been effectively abandoned. | simply Traditional
policies were simply abandoned. | formally | quickly |
quietly The plans for reform were quietly abandoned. |
temporarily | voluntarily
e VERB + ABANDON be forcedto | decide to
e PREP. for He abandoned the army for politics. in favour
of She abandoned teaching career in favour of sport.

abashed adj.

e VERBS be, look
e ADV. allittle, slightly | suitably He glanced at Juliet ac-
cusingly and she looked suitably abashed.

abbreviation noun

e ADJ. common, standard

e ABBREVIATION + VERB stand for The abbreviation
PC stands for ‘personal computer’.

e PREP. ~ for A/C is the standard abbreviation for
‘account’. ~of Ad lib is an abbreviation of the Latin phrase
‘ad libitum’.

abhorrent a4;.

e VERBS be | become | find sth

o ADV. totally, utterly Ifind the idea totally abhorrent.

e PREP. to Such a savage punishment is abhorrent to a
civilized society.

ability noun

1 skill/power to do sth
e ADJ. exceptional, extraordinary, great, outstanding,
remarkable, uncanny | inherent, innate, natural dis-
covering the natural abilities of each child | proven |
academic, acting, artistic, athletic, creative, intellec-
tual, linguistic, mathematical, musical, reading, tech-
nical | mental, physical
e VERB + ABILITY have | demonstrate, show Both
players demonstrated their ability to hit the ball hard. |
acquire, develop | lack | lose I'seemn to have lost my abil-
ity to attract clients. | appreciate, recognize Fox’s abil-
ities were soon recognized.
e PHRASES to the best of your ability We will keep you
informed to the best of our ability.

2 speed with which sb learns

e ADJ. high The school does nothing for children of high
ability. | limited, low | average, mixed It is much more
difficult to teach a mixed-ability class.

e VERB + ABILITY assess,test

e PHRASES a level of ability There was a high level of
ability among the school leavers. a range of ability/abil-
ities 7 taught a wide range of abilities.

ablaze adj.

e VERBS be | set sth Truck after truck was set ablaze as
the fire spread.

o ADV. well By the time firefighters were called the house
was well ablaze.

able adj.

1 able to do sth having the ability to do sth
e VERBS be, feel, prove, seem
e ADV. perfectly, quite, well He is well able to take care of
himself | better, more Once you’'ve had some sleep you’ll
feel better able to cope. | just I was just able to make out a
dark figure in the distance. | barely, hardly, only just,
scarcely | less

2 clever; doing your job well
e VERBS be, seem She seems very able.
e ADV. extremely, very | fairly, reasonably

abode noun

e ADJ. humble (humorous) Welcome to my humble abode.
e VERB + ABODE take up your (formal or humorous) [
had been invited to take up my abode at Government
House.

e PHRASES of no fixed abode (law) (= without a per-
manent address) An 18-year-old man of no fixed abode ap-
peared at Teesside magistrates court yesterday. the right of
abode (law) (= the right to live in a place)

abolish verp

e ADV. altogether, completely, totally Some MPs want to
abolish the tax altogether. | virtually | largely Foreign ex-
change controls were largely abolished.

e VERB + ABOLISH seekto | decide to, vote to

abortion noun

e ADJ. back-street, illegal | legal | induced, spontan-
eous, therapeutic

e VERB + ABORTION have When she got pregnant at 16
she decided to have an abortion. | carry out, do (infor-
mal), perform Some nurses wanted the right to refuse to
perform abortions.

e ABORTION - NOUN law, legislation the country’s
strictabortion laws | clinic, counselling

e PREP. ~on He carried out an abortion on a fifteen-year-
old girl.

e PHRASES abortion on demand (= the right to have an
abortion if you want one) Women’s groups are calling for
free contraception and abortion on demand.

abscess noun

e VERB + ABSCESS develop, get I developed an abscess
on my neck. | burst, drain, lance | treat

e ABSCESS + VERB burst Once an abscess has burst it
should be bathed with antiseptic liquid.

absence noun

1 fact of not being present
e ADJ. lengthy, long, prolonged | brief, temporary |
unauthorized
e QUANT. period, spell You will not be paid for the full
period of absence.
e PREP. during/in sb’s ~ (= while sb is not there) My
Jather did all the cooking in my mother’s absence. | ~from
absence from work
® PHRASES conspicuous/notable by your absence (=
very obviously absent when you ought to be present)



absent

When it came to clearing up afterwards, Anne was con-

spicuous by her absence. leave of absence (= permission

to be absent) He asked for leave of absence from the army.
2lack

e ADJ. complete, total | virtual | conspicuous,

able a conspicuous absence of evidence

e PREP. in the ~of In the absence of stone, most houses in

the area are built of wood.

not-

absent ud;.

e VERBS be | remain

e ADV. completely. entirely, quite, totally, wholly | vir-
tually | largely | temporarily | conspicuously, mark-
edly, notably, noticeably, strikingly Local people were
conspicuously absent from the meeting. | strangely He
played with an abandon that was strangely absent from
his performance last week.

e PREP. from He was absent from work for two weeks.

absorb verd

1liquid/gas/energy, etc.
e ADV. quickly, rapidly | directly, easily, readily
e PREP. into Nutrientsareabsorbed into the bloodstream.
2 make part of sth larger
e ADV. gradually | increasingly
e PHRASES be absorbed into sth These committees were
gradually absorbed into the local government machine.

3information/atmosphere
e ADV. easily, readily The information is presented so
that it can be readily absorbed. | passively

4 interest
e ADV. completely, totally, utterly His work absorbed
him completely. | deeply

absorbed ad;.

e VERBS appear, be, look, seem | become, get | keep
sb A jigsaw puzzle can keep me absorbed for hours.

e ADV. extremely, very | completely, fully, totally, ut-
terly He was totally absorbed in his book.

e PREP. in

abstract ad;.

e VERBS be
e ADV. highly, very | entirely, purely purely abstract
drawing | increasingly | fairly, rather, somewhat

absurd adj.

e VERBS be, look, seem, sound | become | find sth
She found the whole concept faintly absurd.

e ADV. absolutely, completely, quite, utterly | clearly,
manifestly, patently | faintly, rather, slightly, some-
what | wonderfully

e PHRASES a sense of the absurd His sense of the ab-
surd kept him from becoming too solemn.

abundance roun

e ADJ. great, sheer We were amazed by the sheer abun-
dance of food. | relative

e VERB - ABUNDANCE have The country has an abun-
dance of naturalresources | produce, provide

e PREP. in~ Exoticplants grew there in great abundance.

abuse noun

1wrong/bad use of sth
e ADJ. alcohol, drug, solvent, substance (= drugs or
solvents)
e VERB + ABUSE be open to The legal system is open to
abuse.
e PHRASES the abuse of power

2 bad, usually violent treatment of sb
e ADJ. emotional, physical, sex/sexual | child, elder
victims of child abuse | human rights ~s allegations of
human rights abuses | alleged, suspected
e QUANT. case six cases of suspected child abuse
e VERB + ABUSE carry out, subject sb to She was sub-
Jected to regular sexual abuse. | suffer, take The child
had taken a lot of emotional abuse. | suspect sb of
e ABUSE + VERB happen. occur, take place
e PHRASES an allegation of abuse, a perpetrator of
abuse, a victim of abuse

3insulting words
e ADJ. verbal | personal, racial
e QUANT. stream,torrent He was subjected to a torrent of
abuse.
e VERB + ABUSE hurl, scream, shout, shower sb with,
subject sb to, yell | endure They had to endure continual
racial abuse.
e PHRASES heap abuse on sb/sth Abuse and scorn were
heaped on the proposals. a target for/of abuse The team
who lost became a target of abuse for angry fans. a term of
abuse Calling someone stupid is definitely a term of abuse.

abuse verp

e ADV. emotionally, mentally, physically, sexually, ver-
bally All the children had been physically and emotionally
abused.

abusive adj.

e VERBS be | become, get
e ADV. very | quite | openly He became openly abusive.

academic adj.

e VERBS be | become
e ADV. merely, purely, strictly The distinction being
made is purely academic. | largely, rather, somewhat

academy noun

e ADJ. military, naval, police, riding
e VERB + ACADEMY attend, go to
e PREP. atan/the~ Helater studied at the Royal Academy.

accelerate verp

1 go faster
e ADV. hard, quickly | smoothly The runners acceler-
ated smoothly round the bend. | suddenly | away The
car purred into life and accelerated away.

2develop quickly
e ADV. dramatically, greatly, rapidly, sharply The Aids
epidemic is accelerating dramatically.

acceleration noun

1increase in speed
e ADJ. rapid
e PREP. ~in There has been a rapid acceleration in the
growth of industry.

2 ability of a car to accelerate
e ADJ. fast, good This model has the best acceleration of
any available sports car. | poor, slow

accelerator noun

e VERB + ACCELERATOR depress, hit, press, put your
foot (down) on, step on She put her foot on the accelerator
and we sped through the traffic lights. | take your foot off
e ACCELERATOR + NOUN pedal

accent noun

e ADJ. broad, marked, pronounced, strong, thick She
had a pronounced Scottish accent. | slight | country, for-



accident

eign, local, regional | plummy, posh, public school |
cockney | American, middle-class, northern, etc.

e QUANT. hint, trace Her French was excellent, without a
trace of an accent.

e VERB + ACCENT have, speak in/with | acquire | af-
fect, assume, imitate, put on Ske put on a posh accent
when she answered the phone. | cultivate | lose He lost
his northern accent after moving south.

e PREP. in an~ She spoke in a broad Midlands accent.
with/without an~ a tall man with an American accent

accept verp

1take/receive

o ADV. gladly, graciously, gratefully, willingly She gra-
ciously accepted my apology. | reluctantly

e VERB + ACCEPT be glad to, be happy to | be reluc-
tant to, be unwilling to | be unable to I am unfortunately
unable to accept your kind invitation.

e PREP. from Iaccepted the gift from my sister.

2 agree/admit

o ADV. readily Some people readily accept that they may
have to pay for medical treatment. | fully

e VERB + ACCEPT be happy to, be prepared to, be
ready to, be willing to | be reluctant to, be unwilling to |
be unable to, refuse to | can/cannot, could (not),
will/won’t, would (not) The university cannot accept re-
sponsibility for items lost or stolen on its premises. | be
forced to

e PHRASES be commonly/generally/universally/widely
accepted It is generally accepted that people are motiv-
ated by success.

acceptable qadgj.

e VERBS be, prove, seem | become | make sth an at-
tempt to make the reforms acceptable to both sides | con-
sider sth, deem sth, find sth We must come up with a solu-
tion that our shareholders will find acceptable.

e ADV. eminently, highly, very Her breeding and back-
ground made her eminently acceptable in royal circles. |
completely, entirely, fully, perfectly, quite, totally
Yogurt is a perfectly acceptable substitute for cream in
cooking. | fairly, reasonably | (not) remotely the only
national newspaper even remotely acceptable to the left
wing | generally, mutually, universally, widely | easily,
readily | equally Are all political and religious groups
equally acceptable? | publicly | commercially, cuitural-
ly, environmentally, ethically, grammatically, morally,
politically, socially a grammatically acceptable sentence
o socially acceptable behaviour

e PREP. toacompromise that is acceptable to both sides

acceptance noun

e ADJ. complete, full, total, unconditional, wholeheart-
ed | conditional, grudging, reluctant | gradual | great-
er, growing, increasing Alternative medicines are now
winning greater accepiance among doctors. | general,
popular, public, universal, wide, widespread | blind,
easy, immediate, ready, uncritical, unquestioning, vol-
untary Their attitude was condemned as blind acceptance
of authority. | implicit, passive, tacit | formal, official |
social

e VERB + ACCEPTANCE find, gain, win The idea was
slow to gain general acceptance. | seek The group is now
seeking formal acceptance.

e ACCEPTANCE + NOUN speech

accCcess noun

e ADJ. direct, easy, free, good, ready, unlimited,
unrestricted I lived deep in the country, without easy ac-
cess to shops. | limited, poor, restricted Access to this in-
formation is severely restricted. | improved | immediate,

instant, quick, rapid | equal Men and women should
have equal access to education and employment. | public
| vehicular, wheelchair | random (computing) random
access memory

e VERB + ACCESS have | gain, get | give (sb), offer
(sb), provide (sb with) The new computer provides access
toallthefiles. | demand | seek | allow (sb), grant(sb) |
deny sb, prevent, refuse (sb), restrict Some people are
being denied access to proper medical care.

e ACCESS + NOUN road, route

e PREP. ~for improved access for disabled visitors ~to He
wasfinally granted access to the medical records.

accessible adj.

1 able to be reached

e VERBS be | become | remain | make sth

e ADV. directly, easily, freely, readily | fully | reason-
ably, relatively | publicly

e PREP. by The museum is easily accessible by public
transport. for All the buildings are accessible for people in
wheelchairs. from The garden is accessible from the lane.
to The beach should be accessible to everyone.

2 easy to understand
e VERBS be | become | make sth
e ADV. easily, highly, immediately, readily, very It is
written in simple language, immediately accessible to the
reader. | widely
e PREP. to Thecartoon strips aredesigned to make Shake-
speare accessible to children.

accessory noun

1 extra item
e ADJ. essential, perfect, useful This silk scarf is the
perfect accessory for stylish summer evenings. | bath-
room, car, fashion

2 person who helps in crime
e PREP. ~to anaccessory to murder
e PHRASES an accessory before/after the fact (= a per-
son who knows about a crime before/after it was commit-
ted and protects the criminal) (law) If you were lying to
the police, then you have been an accessory after the fact for
all these years.

accident rnoun

1 unexpected event that causes damage/injury
e ADJ. dreadful, horrific, major, nasty, serious, terrible,
tragic, unfortunate | fatal a fatal road accident | minor,
slight | freak Their boat sank in a freak accident. | near
(= that nearly happens, but does not) | hit-and-run | air-
craft, canoeing, car, climbing, flying, industrial, motor,
nuclear, road, traffic, etc.
e VERB + ACCIDENT be involved in, have, meet with
She met with an accident while on holiday in Spain. |
cause | prevent | survive
e ACCIDENT + VERB happen, occur, take place
e ACCIDENT + NOUN prevention | rates, statistics
e PREP. in an/the~
e PHRASES an accident involving He was badly hurt in
an accident involving two cars and a lorry. the scene of
the accident The ambulance took only six minutes to
reach the scene of the accident.

2 sth not planned in advance
e ADJ. pure, sheer By pure accident he had come across
the very man who could solve the mystery.
e PREP. by~ Wemet by accident at the airport.
e PHRASES be no accident that ... If is no accident that
men fill most of the top jobs. by accident or design It hap-
pened, whether by accident or design, that Steve and [ were
the last two people to leave.



accidental

accidental qd;.

e VERBS be
e ADV. completely, purely, quite | almost

acclaim noun

e ADJ. great | general, public, universal, wide. wide-
spread | popular | critical Her latest novel has won great
critical acclaim. | international, national, worldwide

e VERB + ACCLAIM earn (sb), gain (sb), meet with, re-
ceive, win His discoveries earned him wide acclaim.

e PREP. to ... ~ Theplay opened last week to universal ac-
claim. | ~for She received international acclaim for her
interpretation of Chopin. ~from acclaim from the critics

acclaim verp

e PHRASES be critically acclaimed, be highly/inter-
nationally/widely acclaimed This book has been widely
acclaimed as a modern classic.

accolade rnoun

e ADJ. greatest, highest, supreme, ultimate Four res-
taurants have been awarded the highest accolade of a
three-star rating.

e VERB + ACCOLADE earn, receive, win | award (sb),
bestow, grant (sb) | deserve

accommodate verp

e ADV. comfortably, easily It wasa large hall, where a lot
of people could be comfortably accommodated.

e VERB + ACCOMMODATE can/could The car park can
accommodate about 200 cars.

accommodation noun

1 place for sb to live/stay
e ADJ. comfortable, decent, good, suitable | inad-
equate, poor, substandard | excellent, luxurious |
overnight, temporary | permanent | free | private,
rented | holiday, hotel | living, residential | sleeping |
bed-and-breakfast | furnished | sheltered Many old
people choose to live in sheltered accommodation. | se-
cure We need more secure accommodation for young pris-
oners. | student
e VERB + ACCOMMODATION have The council should
be able to help families who have no accommodation. |
look for, seek | find, get, secure | offer (sb), provide
(sb with) It is the duty of the local community to provide ac-
commodation for the homeless.
o ACCOMMODATION + NOUN costs
e PREP. in~

2 satisfactory arrangement
e VERB + ACCOMMODATION come to, make, reach,
work out | seek
e PREP. ~between Some accommodation between conser-
vation and tourism is essential. ~to accommodation to the
harsh circumstances of rural life ~with They were forced to
reach an accommodation with the rebels.

accompaniment noun

1 sth eaten/drunk with food
e ADJ. delicious, good, ideal
e VERB + ACCOMPANIMENT be, make
e PREP. ~for/to These winesalso make a good accompani-
ment for vegetarian dishes.

2 music played to go with singing, etc.
e ADJ. instrumental, musical, orchestral | piano,
string, etc.
e VERB - ACCOMPANIMENT provide | compose,
write
e PREP. to the~ of She sang to the accompaniment of gui-
tars. with an~ I prefer to sing with an accompaniment.

3 sth that happens at the same time
e ADJ. essential, inevitable, necessary
e PREP. to the~of The women’s medical school opened in
1874, to the accompaniment of much ridicule of ‘lady
doctors’. with the ~ of the market, with its inevitable ac-
companiment of bustle and noise

accomplice noun

¢ ADJ. willing | unwilling | unwitting [ alleged
e PREP. ~in She became his unwitting accomplice in the
robbery. ~to an accomplice to murder

accomplish verp

e ADV. safely, successfully A rather difficuit task had
been successfully accomplished. | easily

accomplished «dj.

e VERBS be | become

e ADV. extremely, highly, very | technically a technical-
ly accomplished musician

e PREP. at Sarah had become accomplished at running
the house. in He came to London in 1976, already accom-
plished in the English language.

accomplishment noun

e ADJ. considerable, great, real, significant | technical
Her technical accomplishment on the piano is startling.

e PREP. of ... ~a work of real accomplishment | ~in It is
a great accomplishment in singing to take the melodic line
up to a position of energy and hold it there.

accord noun

e ADJ. draft | peace, trade

e VERB + ACCORD draw up, negotiate, reach A peace
accord was reached on 26 March. | endorse, ratify, sign

e PREP. ~between a trade accord between Europe and the
United States ~on an accord on environmental protection
~with They signed a trade accord with the Americans.

accord vers

e ADV. fully
e PREP. with His version of events does not accord fully
with the facts.

account noun

1 description
e ADJ. brief, short | blow-by-blow, comprehensive,
detailed, full, graphic, vivid He gave us a blow-by-blow ac-
count of the incident. | accurate, clear, eyewitness, fac-
tual, first-hand, true, verbatim | giowing, good She re-
ceived a glowing account of her son’s progress. | news-
paper the newspaper account of the trial
e VERB + ACCOUNT give (sb), provide (sb with), write
(sb) Can you give us an account of what happened?
e PREP. inan/the~ Dr Richardsdescribes thisvery wellin
his account of the events.
e PHRASES by all accounts (= according to what people
say) I've never been there, but it’s a lovely place by all ac-
counts. by sb’s own account By his own account he had
an unhappy childhood.

2 arrangement with a bank

e ADJ. bank, building society | current | deposit, in-
vestment, savings | personal | business | joint, sep-
arate My husband and I have separate accounts. | num-
bered They have a numbered account in Switzerland.

e VERB + ACCOUNT have, hold Go and see the manager
of the bank where your account is held. | open She opened
a savings account at the building society. | close | credit
sth to, pay/put sth into The money will be credited to your
account tomorrow. | debit (sth from), draw sth out (of),



accuse

pay sth from, take sth out (of), withdraw sth (from) She
had taken all her money out of her account. | overdraw
Your account is overdrawn.

e PREP. ~at He opened an account at a bank in Germany.
~with an account with Barclays Bank

3accounts record of money a business earns/spends
e VERB - ACCOUNTS do, keep Try to keep accurate ac-
counts. | audit. check. look at | submit Your accounts
will need to be submitted to the tax office.
® ACCOUNTS - VERB be inorder Theaccountsareallin
order.
= Special page at BUSINESS

4 arrangement with a shop/business
e ADJ. expense (= an arrangement to charge expenses
to your own employers) taking clients for expense account
lunches
e VERB + ACCOUNT have | open I'd like to open an ac-
count, please. | close | pay off, settle It is best to settle the
account each month. | charge sth to, debit (sth from),
put sth on Charge this to my account, please. | credit sth
to
e PREP. on~ Ring for a cab on account. | ~at/with an ac-
count with a large store

account verp

PHRASAL VERB

account for sth
o ADV. fully The increase can be fully accounted for |
partly The differences in achievement between the pupils
are partly accounted for by differences in age.

accountability noun

e ADJ. greater, increased | local, public demands for
greater public accountability in the police service | demo-
cratic, financial, managerial, moral, parliamentary, po-
lice, political, professional | government, police

e VERB + ACCOUNTABILITY enhance. improve, in-
crease, strengthen | reduce, weaken This process of
centralization further weakens accountability. | ensure

e PREP. ~for fo ensure accountability for decisions made
~to police accountability to the public

e PHRASES a demand for accountability, a lack of ac-
countability the apparent lack of accountability of the se-
curity forces a need for accountability There is a need for
increased professional accountability.

accountable ad;.

e VERBS be | become | make sb | hold sb The direct-
orsare held accountable by the shareholders.

o ADV. fully, properly | directly Senior managers are
directly accountable to the Board of Directors. | publicly
Local authorities should be publicly accountable to the
communities they serve. | democratically a democratical-
ly accountable parliament | financially, politically

e PREP. for In the end, we are all accountable for our ac-
tions. to Politicians are accountable to Parliament.

accountancy noun

e ADJ. chartered | creative It had taken considerable
‘creative accountancy’ on my part to produce a set of fig-
ures that showed us making any profit at all.

® ACCOUNTANCY + NOUN firm, practice | body the
members of the different professional accountancy bodies
| profession

=> Note at SUBJECT (for more verbs and nouns)

accountant noun

e ADJ. certified, chartered | professional, qualified |
trainee | retired | independent, self-employed | com-
pany | chief We talked to the company’s chief accountant.

| management | investigating, reporting the investigat-
ing accountant’s report
=> Note at PROFESSIONAL (for verbs)

accumulate verp

e ADV. gradually, slowly | steadily | rapidly

e VERB + ACCUMULATE begin to | be allowed to Dirt
must not be allowed to accumulate. | tend to Toxic chem-
icals tend to accumulate in the body.

accumulation noun

e ADJ. rapid | steady the steady accumulation of evi-
dence by the police | slow | great, impressive, large,
massive a massive accumulation of facts about the motor
industry | capital (finance)

e VERB + ACCUMULATION leadto | prevent

accuracy rnoun

e ADJ. absolute, complete, deadly, perfect, pinpoint,
total, unerring The needle has to be positioned with pin-
point accuracy. | amazing, considerable, great, high
(technical), remarkable, uncanny | reasonable, suffi-
cient | factual, historical, technical

o QUANT. degree, level The missiles are capable of a very
highdegree of accuracy.

e VERB + ACCURACY improve, increase We are hoping
to improve the accuracy of our forecasts. | check, con-
firm, test | ensure Great care is taken to ensure the accur-
acy of research data. | doubt, question Many people
began to question the accuracy of his statement.

e PREP. with ~ It is possible to predict the outcome with
reasonable accuracy.

accurate adj.

e VERBS be, prove His predictions proved accurate.

e ADV. deadly, extremely, highly, very | amazingly, re-
markably, surprisingly, uncannily | completely, per-
fectly, totally | not completely, not entirely, not quite,
not strictly, not wholly The figures he gave were not strict-
ly accurate. | partially | broadly, fairly, generally, large-
ly, pretty, quite, reasonably, sufficiently | historically,
statistically

e PHRASES full and accurate He gave a full and accurate
account of his movements.

accusation roun

e ADJ. serious | false, groundless, unfounded, unjust,
wild | bitter | mutual They sank into mutual accusation
and incrimination. | public | veiled She made a lot of
thinly veiled accusations. | renewed, repeated

e VERB + ACCUSATION level at, make an accusation
Jrequently levelled at junior doctors | face Their father
now faces an accusation of murder. | deny, dismiss, re-
fute, reject | prove, support New evidence has emerged
which supports the accusation against her.

® ACCUSATION + VERB fly about/around There seem to
be a lot of wild accusations flying around.

e PREP. amid ~s He fled the country amid accusations of
Jfraud. | ~against You made a public accusation of mis-
conduct against Nigel.

e PHRASES bring an accusation against sb She rejected
all the accusations brought against her.

accuse verb

e ADV. practically, virtually She practically accused me of
starting the fire! | falsely, unjustly, wrongly | angrily |
openly, publicly They openly accused her of dishonesty.

e VERB + ACCUSE cannot/could not You can’'t accuse
me of being selfish.

e PREP. of No one could ever accuse this government of
not caring about the poor.



accustomed

e PHRASES stand accused of He stands accused of mur-
dering his wifeand children.

accustomed adj. accustomed to sth

e VERBS be | become, get, grow She had grown accus-
tomed to his long absences.
e ADV. quite, well He was well accustomed to hard work.

ace noun

1 playing card
= Note at CARD

2 winning first hit in tennis
e VERB + ACE serve Rafter has served fifteen aces in the
match so far.

3 person who is very good at sth
e ADJ. fighter, flying, goal, motorcycle, soccer, tennis

ache noun

1 physical pain
e ADJ. dull, nagging, throbbing | familiar | muscular,
stomach, tummy
e VERB + ACHE be aware of, feel I felt the familiar ache
in my lower back. | ease He changed his position once
again toease the ache in his back.
e ACHE + VERB throb A dull ache throbbed at the back
of David’s head.
e PREP. ~inanagging ache in her knee
e PHRASES aches and pains He was always complain-
ing about his various aches and pains.

2 great sorrow
e ADJ. deep, dull, nagging
e VERB + ACHE feel. have She kept feeling the nagging
ache in her heart.
e PREP. ~in She could hardly speak for the ache in her
heart. ~inside, ~of the ache of loneliness inside him

ache verp
o ADV. badly, really My feet ached badly. | a bit My left
Jfoot ached a bit.
e PREP. from I still really ache from all that cycling
yesterday.

e PHRASES ache all over Her head felt hot and she was
aching all over.

achieve verp

e VERB + ACHIEVE fail to The present law has failed to
achieve its objectives. | be designed to | be difficult to,
be easy to, be impossible to, be possible to

achievement noun

1 thing done successfully
e ADJ. considerable, extraordinary, fine, great, import-
ant, impressive, major, no mean, notable, outstanding,
real, remarkable, significant, tremendous This was no
mean achievement for the government. | rare | unique |
concrete, solid | crowning, main, proudest, supreme |
lasting | modest | personal | architectural, artistic,
cultural, economic, educational, engineering, literary,
scientific, sporting, technical, technological
e VERB + ACHIEVEMENT be, constitute, represent
This conference in itself constitutes a solid achievement.
e PREP. ~in Shewas given a prize for her achievements in
textile design.
e PHRASES quite an achievement 70 beoffered a placeat
such a good university is quite an achievement.

2 act of achieving sth
e ADJ. high two years of consistently high achievement |
positive | individual, personal | human He believes
European civilization was the high point of human
achievement. | academic, educational, intellectual Suc-

cess should not be measured solely by educational achieve-
ment.

e PHRASES a feeling/sense of achievement Climbing
the mountain gave him a tremendous sense of achieve-
ment. a lack of achievement, a level/standard of
achievement, a record of achievement an impressive re-
cord of achievement

acid noun

1 chemical compound
e ADJ. concentrated, strong | dilute, weak | acetic,
amino, carbolic, citric, folic, hydrochloric, lactic, nitric,
nucleic, prussic, sulphuric, etc.
e VERB + ACID produce | neutralize You will need a
special chemical to neutralize the acid.
e ACID + VERB burn sth The acid burned a hole in her
overalls

2illegal drug
e VERB + ACID drop smokingjointsanddropping acid
= Note at DRUG

acknowledge verp

1 admit/recognize
o ADV. fully | freely, readily | clearly, explicitly | ef-
fectively, implicitly, tacitly The peace settlement effective-
ly acknowledged the country’s independence. | formally,
officially | openly, publicly He acknowledged publicly
that he might have made a mistake. | privately | reluc-
tantly, ruefully
e VERB + ACKNOWLEDGE fail to, refuse to | be forced
to Mental illness can exist for years before families are
Sforced to acknowledge the truth.
e PHRASES be generally/universally/widely acknow-
ledged a truth that is universally acknowledged

3reply to letter
e ADV. duly The company duly acknowledged receipt of
the letter. | hereby I hereby acknowledge receipt of your
letter of 25 July.

acknowledgement noun

e ADJ. brief | explicit | tacit | open, public | formal,
official | belated | welcome

e VERB + ACKNOWLEDGEMENT amount to, be This
amounted to an acknowledgement that she had been
wrong. | get, receive I wrote to them but never got any
acknowledgement. | grunt, nod, wave She merely nodded
acknowledgement of his statement.

e PREP. in ~ (of) He raised his hand to her in
acknowledgement. | ~from She is still waiting for some
acknowledgement from her fellow academics.

e PHRASES with due acknowledgement He borrowed
from a number of sources, with due acknowledgement.

ache noun

e ADJ. bad,terrible

e VERB + ACNE have, suffer from He had terrible acne
when he was younger. | develop, get A lot of teenagers de-
velop acne. | treat Doctors can treat acne with pills or
creams.

e ACNE + VERB clear (up) Acne often clears up with a
changein diet.

acquaintance noun

1 person you know
e ADJ. casual I bumped into a casual acquaintance in
town. | new | close, old | business, mutual, personal,
social
e VERB + ACQUAINTANCE bump into, meet | greet
(sb as) He was greeted as an old acquaintance.
e PHRASES friends and acquaintances



action

2 knowledge of sb/sth
e ADJ. nodding, passing, slight a man with whom I had
a passing acquaintance | brief, short | close, intimate
e VERB + ACQUAINTANCE make sb/sth’s (= become
acquainted with sb/sth) I first made his acquaintance in
1992. | strike up Ifirst met Simon in 1998 and struck up an
acquaintance with him. | renew
e PREP. of sb’s ~ He introduced me to a lady of his ac-
quaintance. | ~ with her acquaintance with modern
French philosophy
e PHRASES have an acquaintance with They have little
acquaintance with colloquial English. on close/closer
acquaintance, on first acquaintance On first acquaint-
ance she seemed a little odd

acquainted adj.

1 familiar with sth
e VERBS be | become
e ADV. well | fully
e PREP. with Areyoufully acquainted with thefucts?

2knowing sb personally
e VERBS be | become, get I would like to get acquainted
with her. | get sb Playing a game with the children is a
good way of getting them acquainted.
e ADV. closely, intimately, well | personally
e PREP. with I am not personally acquainted with her.

acquisition noun

1 thing you have obtained
e ADJ. latest, new, recent

2 act of obtaining sth
e ADJ. data, language, property Language acquisition
begins in the first months of a baby’s life.
e VERB + ACQUISITION complete, make The company
has just made another acquisition.

acquittal noun

e VERB + ACQUITTAL return The jury returned an ac-
quittal after only seventeen minutes. | direct, order The
trial judge had directed an acquittal. | gain (sb), obtain,
secure | lead to, result in The trial resulted in an acquit-
tal. | uphold The judge upheld their acquittal.

acre noun
= Note at MEASURE

act noun

1thing that sb does
e ADJ. charitable, kind | heroic a heroic act of bravery |
aggressive, barbaric, hostile, provocative, terrorist, vio-
lent | appalling, despicable, outrageous, terrible |
criminal, illegal, unlawful, wrongful | careless, foolish,
impulsive | conscious, deliberate, positive, voluntary,
wilful | private ¢ private act of revenge | public | cre-
ative, dramatic, physical, political, symbolic | homo-
sexual, sex/sexual | balancing, disappearing, juggling,
vanishing The UN must perform a difficult balancing act
between the two sides in the conflict.
e VERB + ACT commit (law), perform charged with
committing an act of gross indecency
e PREP. in the ~of (= doing something) | ~of For Jane,
the act of writing was always difficult.
e PHRASES an act of faith, love, violence, will, worship,
etc., catch sb in the act (of doing sth) He was caught in
the act of stealing. the simple/very act of doing sth The
very act of writing out your plan clarifies what you need to
do.

2 (also Act) law made by a government
e VERB + ACT bring in, introduce, pass The Act was
passed by a majority of 175 votes to 143. | amend | repeal

The old Act has now been repecled. | breach, contravene
The company had breached the 1994 Companies Act.

e ACT + VERB become law, come into force The new
Children’s Act will come into force next year. | contain
sth, say sth, state sth The Act contains regulations for
banks and building societies.

e PREP. under an/the ~ He was charged under the Fire-
arms Act of 1977.

3 entertainment; entertainers
e ADJ. class (informal) (used for sb who does sth well)
Their new striker looks a class act. | double comedy
double act French and Saunders | live their reputation as
one of rock’s most impressive live acts | main, support
The main act will come on at about ten o’clock. | cabaret,
circus, comedy, song-and-dance, stage, variety
e VERB + ACT do, perform He does a little song-and-
dance act. | rehearse, work on

4 division of a play
e ADJ. opening | final, last | first, second, etc.
e PREP. in(the)~ Theking is killed in the opening act.

5insincere behaviour
e VERB + ACT put on Don’t take any notice—she’s just
puiting on an act!

act verp

1do sth/behave
e ADV. at once, immediately, promptly, quickly, swiftly
The government must act promptly to change this law. |
correctly, legally, properly | illegally, improperly,
unconstitutionally, unlawfully, wrongly | reasonably,
responsibly, sensibly, wisely | dishonestly,
dishonourably, unreasonably | oddly, strangely, sus-
piciously Jenny has been acting rather strangely recently.
| bravely | decisively | effectively | in good faith His
defence was that he had acted in good faith. | in self de-
fence Thejury accepted that he had acted in self defence. |
accordingly George knew about the letter and acted ac-
cordingly.
e PREP. against The government needs to act against the
sale of these dangerous toys. for/on behalf of sb His solici-
tors are continuing to act for him. like Stop acting like a
spoilt child. © hormones in the brain that act like natural
painkillers on Alcohol acts quickly on the brain. out of I
suspected that he was acting out of malice.
e PHRASES actin sb’s best interests Weareallactingin
the best interests of the children.

2 perform in play/film
e ADV. brilliantly, well | badly

acting noun

e ADJ. brilliant, excellent, good | bad, poor, wooden
The film is spoiled by some very wooden acting.

e VERB + ACTING do 7 did quite a lot of acting when I
was at college.

e ACTING + NOUN career, profession

action noun

1 process of doing sth

e ADJ. decisive, effective, firm, strong, vigorous | im-
mediate, prompt, swift, urgent | drastic, emergency
The situation calls for drastic action. | collective, con-
certed, joint, united | direct, positive | evasive | cor-
rective, remedial | disciplinary, legal, military, political,
strike Disciplinary action will be taken against students
who cheat. (see also industrial action)

e VERB + ACTION take | call for | agree on The lead-
ers have agreed on joint action to combat terrorism. |
leap/spring/swing into The emergency services swung
into action as soon as the disaster was reported. | carry
out, perform, take Only the priest can perform these ac-
tions. ¢ We shall take whatever actions are necessary. |



active

galvanize/prod/spur sb into We have to galvanize people
into action. | bring/put sth into We need to put these ideas
into action. | keep/put sb/sth out of A fire has put the fac-
tory out of action.

e PREP. in~]have not yet seen the machines in action. out
of ~ He is out of action following an ankle injury. |
~ against against drug dealers ~on The government is
taking strong action on refugees.

e PHRASES a course of action Is this the best course of
action to follow?

2legal case

e ADJ. court | civil, criminal, libel

e VERB + ACTION bring, take out Her husband brought
a civil action against her after their divorce.

e PREP. ~against

3fighting

e ADJ. enemy He was killed during enemy action.

e VERB + ACTION see I never saw action during the
war.

e PHRASES killed/missing/wounded in action He was
reported missing in action.

active adj.

e VERBS be | become | keep (informal), remain Try to
keep active in the cold weather.

e ADV. extremely, highly, very a highly active volcano |
increasingly | fairly, quite, reasonably | equally a busi-
nessman who is equally active in politics | mentally,
physically It’s important to remain mentally active after
retirement. | sexually A minority of children are sexually
active before they are in their teens. | economically, polit-
ically When did you first become politically active?

e PREP. against drugs that are active against cancers in
She has been active in local politics for some years.

activity noun

e ADJ. frantic, frenetic, heightened, increased, intense
| criminal, illegal. subversive, terrorist | classroom,
group | extra-curricular, leisure, leisure-time, outdoor,
recreational, social | mental, physical, sexual | busi-
ness, commercial. cultural, economic. industrial, intel-
lectual, political, scientific | government, military, po-
lice, union | human | electrical, geological, volcanic

o QUANT. burst, flurry There was a flurry of activity as
the film star appeared on the balcony. | level Newspapers
report a higher level of activity in the foreign exchange
markets.

e VERB + ACTIVITY do Here's an activity you can do
with mixed ability classes. | be involved in, engage in.
participate in, take part in. undertake We suspect he may
be involved in illegal activities. © Teachers here are not
allowed to engage in any political activity. | stop, sus-
pend, terminate The party’s activities have been suspend-
ed. | stimulate It will only be possible to stimulate busi-
ness activity with an injection of public funds. | curb | re-
sume | buzz with (only used when the activity is un-
countable) The room was buzzing with activity.

e PHRASES a hive of activity (= a very busy place) The
classroom was a hive of activity as the children prepared
Jor the concert. a sign of activity Police watched the house
allday, but there was no sign of activity.

actor, actress noun

e ADJ. accomplished, born, brilliant, consummate, ex-
perienced. fine, good, great, talented, wonderful You're
a born actor! | celebrated, famous, leading, principal,
sought-after, star, veteran, well-known | successful |
bit-part, struggling, unknown | out-of-work, un-
employed | aspiring, would-be | frustrated Lecturers
are often frustrated actors who enjoy performing before a
live audience. | amateur | professional | character,
classical, comedy/comic. Shakespearean, straight |

film, Hollywood. screen, stage, television | child | sup-
porting the award for best supporting actor

e VERB + ACTOR, ACTRESS audition, cast

e ACTOR, ACTRESS + VERB act (sth), perform (sth),
play (sth) The same actor plays three different parts in the
film. | rehearse (sth) | audition He was one of many
actors who auditioned for the part of Hamlet.

=> Note atjoB

acumen noun

e ADJ. considerable, great | business. commercial,
critical, financial, political

e VERB + ACUMEN demonstrate, show He had demon-
strated considerable business acumen.

acupuncture noun

e QUANT. course My doctor recommended a course of
acupuncture.

e VERB + ACUPUNCTURE have I’'m having acupuncture
Jor a bad back. | give sb, practise, use Acupuncture has
been practised in China for thousands of years.

e ACUPUNCTURE + NOUN point Needles are inserted
into specific acupuncture points in the body. | needle

ad noun

e ADJ. classified, full-page, small You can put your oun
smallads in local papers. | magazine, newspaper, radio,
television/TV | detergent, job, tobacco, etc.

¢ VERB + AD place, put, take out She took out a full-
page ad in a women’s magazine. | publish, run, show |
answer, reply to, respond to

e AD + VERB appear The ad appeared on all major
channels. | say sth, show sth, state sth | feature sb/sth
e AD - NOUN campaign | agency

e PREP. in an/the~ A lot of claims are made in the ad. |
~for TV ads for cars

adapt verb

1 change your behaviour
o ADV. successfully, well The children have adapted
well to the heat. | quickly | easily, readily The company
can easily adapt to changing demand. | accordingly We
need to assess the new situation and adapt accordingly.
e VERB + ADAPT be able/unable to, can/cannot |
have to. must | need to
e PREP. to
e PHRASES the ability to adapt Some animals have a re-
markable ability to adapt to changing environments. find
it difficult/hard to adapt A lof of companies have found it
hard to adapt to the new system.

2change a thing
e PREP. for to adapt a book for television. from The radio
play had been adapted from a novel.
e PHRASES specially adapted The classroom has been
specially adapted to take wheelchairs.

adaptable adj.

e VERBS be, prove | become | make sb/sth

e ADV. highly. very Many old market buildings have
proved highly adaptable. | fairly, quite | easily, readily
e PREP. to The vehicles are large and not easily adaptable
to new uses.

adaptation noun

1a change/the process of changing
e ADJ. successful | special
e VERB + ADAPTATION make making adaptations to
your home
e ADAPTATION + VERB occur Adaptations in plants
occur over thousands of years.



adjacent

e PREP. ~for The Antarctic species have few special adap-
tations for polar life. ~to adaptation to the workplace

e PHRASES a process of adaptation The process of
adaptation to a new school is difficult for some children.

2film, TV programme
e ADJ. film, screen, television/TV He specializes in
screen adaptations of classic novels.
e VERB + ADAPTATION film, make, produce

add verp

e ADV. quickly, softly He added softly, ‘I missed you.’
e VERB + ADD hasten to I hasten to add that I knew
nothing of thefraud at the time.

addict roun

e ADJ. cocaine, drug, heroin, etc. | computer, televi-
sion, etc. Many young boys become computer addicts.

addicted aq;.

e VERBS be | become, get
e ADV. totally | hopelessly
e PREP. to She had become addicted to tranquillizers.

addiction noun

e ADJ. alcohol, cocaine, drug, etc.

e VERB + ADDICTION become, turn into A habit can
easily become an addiction. | have | cause, lead to |
feed He stole money from his parents to feed his addiction.
| treat | beat, cure, overcome struggling to beat his her-
oin addiction

e PREP. ~to She had anaddiction to heroin.

addictive adj.

e VERBS be | become
e ADV. extremely, highly, very Cocaine is a highly ad-
dictivedrug.

addition noun

1 sth that is added
e ADJ. useful, valuable, welcome, worthy | important,
major, notable, significant | latest, new, recent
e VERB + ADDITION make We have made several add-
itions to the collection recently.
e PREP. ~to the latest addition to the family (= a new
baby)

2 process of adding numbers/amounts
e ADJ. simple He worked it out through simple addition.
e VERB + ADDITION do She can do addition, but she
hasn’t learned subtraction yet.

address noun

1 where you live/work
e ADJ. home, private | business | contact Please leave
a contact address. | forwarding, return There was no re-
turn address on the back of the envelope. | postal [ full
Please write your full postal address. | false, wrong He
gavea false address to the police. | correct, right | useful
| secret | fashionable Cheyne Walk was a very fashion-
able address.
e VERB + ADDRESS give, leave, write
e ADDRESS + NOUN book
e PREP. at a/the ~ I'm afraid there’s nobody called Wil-
liams at this address.
e PHRASES achange of address Please inform us of any
change of address. name and address, no fixed address
a man of no fixed address

2speech
e ADJ. short | inaugural, keynote, opening | public a

public address system | radio, televised/television |
election | presidential

e VERB + ADDRESS deliver, give The prime minister de-
livered the keynote address at the conference.

e PREP. in a/the ~ He gave details of the policy in an ad-
dress to party members. | ~by an address by the Chancel-

lor of the University ~to a radio address to the nation

address verp

1 write name and address
e ADV. correctly, properly | personally The minister
did not reply to my letter although I addressed it to him per-
sonally.
e PREP. to
e PHRASES astamped addressed envelope Please send
a stamped addressed envelope and we will send you a copy
of our brochure.

2say sthtosb
e ADV. by name, directly She did not address him by
name. ¢ He never addressed her directly.
e PREP. to Headdressed his comments to the chairman.

3 deal with problem
e ADV. directly, explicitly, specifically | fully | ad-
equately These concerns were not adequately addressed in
thereport. | successfully
e VERB + ADDRESS seek to the problems we are seeking
toaddress | fail to
e PHRASES address yourself to sth The authors of the
book address themselves to the question of unemployment.

adept adj.

e VERBS be, seem | become
e ADV. extremely, highly, very | quite
e PREP. at Hewas highly adept at avoiding trouble.

adequate adj.

e VERBS be, prove, seem | remain | consider sth.
think sth The trains were not considered adequate for use
on the modern railways.

e ADV. really, very | perfectly, quite, totally | more
than The system is more than adequate to deal with any
problems. | barely, hardly, less than, not entirely, not
wholly The grants given to students are less than ad-
equate. | more or less The amount of money we have been
given is more or less adequate. | still | no longer

o PREP. for Theold computer is still perfectly adequate for
most tasks.

adhere verp

e ADV. properly The tiles may not adhere properly if you
do not use the correct glue.
e PREP. to Theglue would not adhere to the metal surface.

PHRASAL VERB

adhere to
e ADV. closely, firmly, rigidly, rigorously, scrupulous-
ly, strictly This principle must be strictly adhered to. |
fully, properly The guidelines were not always fully ad-
hered to.

adherence noun

e ADJ. blind, close, faithful, firm, rigid, slavish, strict
e PREP. ~to strict adherenceto adiet

adjacent adj.

e VERBS be, be situated, lie, stand The vineyards of
Verzy lie adjacent to those of Verzenay.

e ADJ. directly,immediately There is a row of houses im-
mediately adjacent to the factory.

e PREP. to The miller’s house stands adjacent to the mill.



adjective

10

adjective noun

e ADJ. attributive, predicative Attributive adjectives pre-
cede the noun. | possessive ‘My’ is a possessive adjective.
e VERB + ADJECTIVE apply ‘Enterprising’ is not an ad-
Jective you would apply to him!

e ADJECTIVE + VERB describe adjectives describing
texture | modify, qualify Adjectives qualify nouns. | fol-
low Predicative adjectives follow the noun. | precede

adjourn verb

e ADV. indefinitely The trial was adjourned indefinitely.
e PREP. for At midday the meeting was adjourned for
lunch. pending The inquest was adjourned pending fur-
ther investigations. to Shall we adjourn to your office?

adjust verd

1 change sth slightly
e ADV. slightly | finely It is important to have equipment
that can be finely adjusted. | automatically | carefully |
accordingly Children are sensitive to disapproval and ad-
Jjust their behaviour accordingly. | downwards, upwards
This estimate may have to be adjusted downwards.
e PREP. forSalaries are adjusted for inflation.

2 get used to new situation
e ADV. quickly, rapidly | gradually, slowly
e VERB + ADJUST be difficult/hard to
e VERB + ADJUST need/take time to It may take a little
time to adjust to the climate here.
e VERB + ADJUST tryto
e PREP. to She will gradually adjust to her new role.

adjustable adj.

e VERBS be
o ADV. fully The straps arefully adjustable to fit any size.

adjustment noun

1 small change made
e ADJ. delicate, fine, minor, slight, small | important,
major, significant | appropriate, necessary | automat-
ic | financial
e VERB + ADJUSTMENT make The mechanic made the
necessary adjustments to the engine. | need, require
e PREP. ~fora cutof 1.5% in real terms (after adjustment
for inflation) ~in adjustments in the exchange rates ~to a
Jfew minor adjustments to the timetable

2 process of changing
e ADJ. successful | emotional, personal. social
e PREP. ~to The company’s adjustment to the new mar-
kets has been successful.
e PHRASES a period of adjustment There was a long
period of adjustment under the new boss. the process of
adjustment The process of adjustment to life in another
country can be very difficult.

administer vers

e ADV. effectively, efficiently | centrally, locally The le-
gislation was to be centrally administered by the Board of
Education. | jointly
e VERB + ADMINISTER be difficult/easy/simple to, be
cheap/expensive to

administration noun

1 organizing how sth is done

e ADJ. effective, efficient, good | poor The college loses
a lot of money through poor administration. | day-to-
day, routine | general | office | bureaucratic | central
| arts, business, educational, financial, justice, social |
government, public

e VERB + ADMINISTRATION be in charge of. be re-
sponsible for

o ADMINISTRATION + NOUN costs

2 people who manage an organization

e ADJ. college, hospital, prison, etc.

3 government

e ADJ. colonial, federal, local, municipal, provincial, re-
gional, state | civil, imperial, royal | Conservative, La-
bour, etc. | caretaker, interim, temporary | coalition,
joint | minority | civilian, military

e VERB + ADMINISTRATION form On September 27 a
new coalition administration was formed.

4 giving a drug

e ADJ. intravenous,oral | drug

admirable ad;.

e VERBS be | find sh/sth
e ADV. very | wholly She had acted in ways that he found
wholly admirable. | truly

admiral roun

e ADJ. rear,vice
= Note at RANK

admiration noun

e ADJ. deep, genuine, great, sincere, tremendous |
frank, open | sneaking Inwardly, I had a sneaking ad-
miration for them. | grudging, reluctant | mutual

e VERB + ADMIRATION be filled with, be full of, feel,
have I'm full of admiration for him. © I have the greatest
admiration for the nurses. | express, show She wrote to
him expressing her admiration. | compel, draw, fill sb
with, gain, win a dignity that compels admiration < The
way he dealt with the crisis filled me with admiration. ¢ He
gained the admiration of thousands of people. | be
worthy of As a writer she is certainly worthy of admir-
ation. | lose He never lost the admiration of his students.
e PREP. in~ She stared at him in open admiration. with~
gazing at her with admiration | ~for admiration for his
work

e PHRASES a gasp of admiration The picture was greet-
ed with gasps of admiration. have nothing but admir-
ation for sb/sth I have nothing but admiration for the way
she tackled those bullies.

admire verp
1 have high opinion of sb/sth

e ADV. deeply, enormously, greatly, hugely, particular-
ly, really He admires you enormously. | rather | clearly,
openly | secretly She secretly admired and envied him.

e VERB + ADMIRE have to You have to admire their ded-
ication and commitment.

e PREP. about What do you most admire about her? for I
rather admire him for his determination.

e PHRASES be generally/widely admired He is widely
admired as a journalist. can’t/couldn’t help admir-
ing/but admire I couldn’t help but admire his determin-
ation. you can only admire sb/sth You can only admire
her courage and determination.

2 look at sth attractive

e VERB + ADMIRE pause to, stop to | stand/step back
to He stood back to admire his handiwork.

admirer noun

e ADJ. ardent, devoted, fervent, great, keen | secret
Perhaps the flowers were sent by a secret admirer!

e QUANT. band, circle, host She was always surrounded
by acircleof admirers.

e VERB + ADMIRER have | gain, win She soon gained
admirers in England and France.

e PHRASES friends and admirers The funeral was at-
tended by the singer’s friends and admirers.



admission noun

1 entrance
e ADJ. free, half-price | emergency emergency admis-
sions to hospital | cinema, hospital, school, university
e VERB + ADMISSION apply for, seek He’s applied for
admission to the local college. | gain to gain admission to
university | grant sb | refuse sb
e ADMISSION + NOUN charge, fee, price | criteria, pol-
icy | procedure | rate hospital admission rates
e PREP. on~ On admission to hospital, you will be exam-
ined by a doctor: | ~to

2 statement admitting sth
e ADJ. clear, frank, full This is a clear admission that you
were wrong. | tacit | grudging
e VERB + ADMISSION make
e PREP. ~ of She has made no admission of any involve-
ment in theplot.
e PHRASES an admission of defeat/failure/guilt/liabil-
ity She saw his leaving the company as an admission of
failure. by sb’s own admission By his own admission he
should never have driven so fast.

admit verd

e ADV. freely, readily He freely admitted that he had
taken bribes. | frankly, honestly | openly | privately
Some ministers admit privately that unemployment could
continue to rise. | grudgingly, reluctantly In the end he'd
done a good job, Caroline admitted grudgingly.

e VERB + ADMIT be forced to, have to, must I must
admit that the results were disappointing. | refuse to |
be honest enough to, be prepared to, be the first to, be
willing to, dare (to), have the courage to He was honest
enough to admit his mistake. o She would be the first to
admit that she is very difficult to work with. & She dared
not admit her fear. | be ashamed to, be embarrassed to,
be loath to, be reluctant to, be unwilling to, hate to, not
care to [ hate to admit it, but I think he is right. © He had
caused her more pain than she cared to admit.

e PREP. to Headmitted to feeling a bit tired.

e PHRASES | don’t mind admitting / was scared and I
don’t mind admitting it.

admittance noun

e VERB + ADMITTANCE gain They were unable to gain
admittance to the hall. | allow sb | deny sb, refuse sb

e PREP. ~to The ticket will allow you admittance to the
theatre.

adolescence noun

e ADJ. early, late

e VERB + ADOLESCENCE reach

e PREP. during/in ~ She developed the problem in early
adolescence.

adolescent noun

e ADJ. young | spotty | awkward, disturbed

adopt verb

1 child
e ADV. legally The child has now been legally adopted.
e PHRASES have sb adopted She was forced to have her
baby adopted.

2take and use sth
e ADV. formally, officially The policy has not yet been
formally adopted.
e VERB + ADOPT tendto | decide to | be forced to
e PREP. towards the policies employers adopt towards the
labour force

advance

adoption noun

1of child

e VERB + ADOPTION offer sb for, place sb for, put sb
up for She has decided to put the child up for adoption.
| be available for When will the child be available for
adoption?

e ADOPTION + VERB go through They were so happy
when the adoption went through successfully.

e ADOPTION - NOUN agency

2taking/using sth

e ADJ. general, widespread | formal The party an-
nounced the formal adoption of George Smith as their
election candidate.

e VERB + ADOPTION recommend, urge The committee
recommended the adoption of new safety procedures.

adore verp

e ADV. absolutely, simply She absolutely adores her
grandchildren. | clearly, obviously

adrenalin noun

e ADJ. pure

e QUANT. burst, flow, rush, surge He felt a surge of pure
adrenalin as he won the race.

e VERB + ADRENALIN feel

e ADRENALIN + VERB course, flow, pump, surge The
adrenalin was coursing through his system.

e ADRENALIN + NOUN rush

e PHRASES get the adrenalin flowing/going We'll start
with a bit of dancing to get the adrenalin going.

adrift aqj.

e VERBS be | come I nearly suffocated when the pipe of
my breathing apparatus came adrift. | cast sb/sth, cut
sb/sth, set sb/sth Their boat had been set adrift.

e PREP. from (figurative) She had been cut adrift from
everything she had known. in (figurative) cast adrift in a
vulgar, materialistic society

adult noun

e ADJ. young This book will definitely appeal to teen-
agers and young adults. | single The number of single
adult households has doubled in the past 30 years. | con-
senting What consenting adults do in private is their own
business. | responsible I simply can’t believe that respon-
sible adults allowed a child to wander the streets.

e ADULT + NOUN life She spent her entire adult life car-
ing for others. | education, literacy | population

adultery noun

e VERB + ADULTERY be guilty of, commit | accuse sb
of | admit
e PREP. ~with He admitted adultery with several women.

adulthood roun

e ADJ. early, young

e VERB + ADULTHOOD attain, reach children who lose
their parents before reaching adulthood | make it to, sur-
vive into/to

e PREP. during/in ~ His problems began in early adult-
hood. into ~ Her childhood problems persisted into adult-
hood. towards ~ a step towards adulthood

advance rnoun
1 forward movement

e ADJ. rapid | Allied, British, German, etc.
e VERB ~ ADVANCE make The regiment made an ad-
vance on the enemy lines. | order The general ordered an
advance to the front line. | halt, resist, stop



advance

e PREP. on ~ the advance on Leningrad to ~, towards ~
the Russian advance towards Berlin

2 development
e ADJ. big, considerable, dramatic, enormous, great,
spectacular, substantial, tremendous | important,
major, notable, remarkable, significant | rapid, steady
rapid advances in science and technology | recent | eco-
nomic, educational, medical, political, scientific, social,
technical, technological | theoretical
e VERB + ADVANCE make We need more money if we are
to make any further advances in this area of science.
e PREP. in~ two major advances in orthopaedic medicine
on~ an advance on the existing techniques towards ~ an
advance towards a better understanding of God

3 money
e ADJ. large | cash
e VERB - ADVANCES give, pay The publishers have
paid mean advance. | get, receive
e PREP. ~ofan advanceof £10 000~on He was paid £5 000
as an advance on royalties.

4 advances sexual
e ADJ. amorous, sexual
e VERB + ADVANCES make He made amorous advances
to one of his students.
e PREP. ~to

advance verp

1 move forward
e ADV. quickly, rapidly | cautiously, slowly
e PREP. from advancing from the south into The troops
advanced into central Europe. onfupon The army ad-
vanced on the capital. towards He advanced towards me in
aggressive style.

2develop
e ADV. considerably, greatly, significantly | rapidly
e PREP. beyond Society needs to advance beyond preju-
dice and superstition.

advanced adj.

1 modern and highly developed
e VERBS be
e ADV. extremely, highly, very a highly advanced econ-
omy | fairly, quite, relatively | industrially, technically,
technologically

2 at a late stage of development
e VERBS be
e ADV. far, greatly, well The disease was too far advanced
for doctors to operate. | fairly, quite | further

advancement noun

e ADJ. individual. personal | collective | career | so-
cial | material society’s need for material advancement |
economic, scientific, technical, technological

e PREP. ~in advancements in science ¢ advancement in
the profession ~to her advancement to the position of
Supervisor

e PHRASES an opportunity for advancement There are
good opportunities for advancement within the company.

advantage noun

1thing that helps
e ADJ. big, considerable, enormous, great, huge, over-
whelming | clear, decided/decisive. definite. distinct,
material, obvious. positive, real Breastfeeding offers a
clear advantage fo your baby. | key, main, major, import-
ant, significant | dubious | unfair The company has an
unfair advantage over its competitors. | added, addition-
al These computers have the added advantage of being
cheap. | special | potential | comparative, relative |
mutual The plan would be to our mutual advantage. |

natural the natural advantages of countries with low la-
bour costs | commercial, competitive, economic, edu-
cational, electoral, financial, military, personal, polit-
ical, practical, psychological, social, strategic, tactical,
technical, technological | cost, price, speed, tax

e VERB + ADVANTAGE have | gain, get He would gain
considerable advantage from staying in that job. | bring
(sb), give sb, offer (sb) Another qualification would give
me a big advantage at job interviews. | press home The
commanders were keen to press home their advantage with
a further offensive in the north. | outweigh They argue
that the possible risks attached to such vaccines vastly out-
weigh any advantages.

e PREP. to sb’s ~ It is to your advantage to delay things
for as long as possible. | ~in There may be some advan-
tage in laying down a clearer procedure. ~over East coast
resorts have the advantage over west coast ones. ~to the
advantage to both countries of closer economic ties

e PHRASES to good advantage, to sb/sth’s best advan-
tage The bright lighting showed the jewels to their best
advantage.

2 take advantage of make use of
e ADJ. full, maximum We took full advantage of the hotel
Sfacilities.

advantageous adj.

e VERBS be, prove Membership of the union could prove
advantageous. | become | make sth Lower fares make it
advantageous to travel in winter. | find sth You may find
it advantageous to wait a few weeks before replying.

e ADV. extremely, highly, very | fairly, quite | mutually
This trade arrangement could be mutually advantageous
| economically, financially | politically

e PREP. for This scheme could be advantageous for people
on low incomes. to The new tax system is advantageous to
higher-rate taxpayers.

adventure rnoun

e ADJ. big, exciting. great, wonderful | little We had a
little adventure yesterday. | dangerous, perilous | hair-
raising hair-raising adventure films | romantic | fan-
tasy, foreign, historical, military, sexual

e VERB + ADVENTURE embark on, have | be looking
for, want Those of you looking for adventure can shoot the
rapids. | offer Perhaps the war offered adventure, travel,
a use for his gifts.

e ADVENTURE + NOUN film. novel, story | holiday |
playground

e PHRASES quite an adventure (= very exciting) Our
trip to London was quite an adventure for the children. a
sense/spirit of adventure The journey began cheerfully
with a sense of adventure.

adverb noun

e ADJ. interrogative, sentence

e ADVERB + VERB modify sth, qualify sth Adverbs
qualify verbs.

e PHRASES an adverb of degree/manner/place/time

adversary noun

e ADJ. fearsome, formidable | worthy The British con-
sidered him a worthy adversary. | old The two of them
were old adversaries.

adversity noun

e VERB + ADVERSITY be faced with, meet with When
Sfaced with adversity she was never tempted to give up. |
overcome, triumph over

e PREP. in~ patience in adversity

e PHRASES in the face of adversity courage in the face of
adversity
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affair

advert noun

e ADJ. classified. front-page. full-page | magazine,
newspaper. television/TV | chocolate, job, etc.

e VERB - ADVERT place, put, take out I put an advert
in the local newspaper. © She took out a full-page advert in
a magazine. | carry, publish, run, show The paper ran
our advert last week. | find, see, spot I saw the advert in
‘The Times’. | answer, reply to, respond to

e ADVERT + VERB appear The advert appeared in ‘The
Guardian’. | say sth, show sth, state sth | feature
sb/sth The advert featured a dolphin swimming around a
goldfish bowl.

e PREP. in a/the~ A lot of claims are made in the advert. |
~for an advert for jeans

advertise verp

e ADV. heavily These products have been advertised very
heavily. | widely Thereare plans to advertise the job more
widely. | locally, nationally

e PREP. for We are advertising for a babysitter:

advertisement noun

e ADJ. good | discreet | misleading | classified,
front-page, full-page The classified advertisements are on
page 25. | magazine, newspaper, press, television/TV |
cigarette, job, etc.

e VERB + ADVERTISEMENT place. put. take out We
placed advertisements in a number of national news-
papers. | carry, display, publish, run, show Television
and radio refused to carry advertisements for the record. |
find, see, spot | answer. reply to, respond to

e ADVERTISEMENT - VERB appear | say sth, show
sth, state sth | feature sb/sth

e PREP. in a/the~ A lot of claims are made in the adver-
tisement. | ~for

advice noun

e ADJ. constructive, excellent, good, helpful, practical,
sensible, sound, useful, valuable That’s very sound ad-
vice. | bad, wrong I think my solicitor gave me the wrong
advice. | clear | general | detailed | conflicting | con-
fidential | impartial, independent | free | expert, pro-
fessional. specialist | financial, legal, medical

® QUANT. bit, piece, word Can I give you a friendly word
of advice?

e VERB ~ ADVICE give (sb), offer (sb), pass on, pro-
vide (sb with) [ hope I can pass on some useful advice. |
get, obtain. receive, take I think you need to take legal ad-
vice. | ask (for), go to sb for. seek, turn to sb for Go to
your doctor and ask for advice. © She asked her mother's
advice. | accept, act on, follow. heed, listen to, take I
wished that I had followed her advice. | ignore, reject

e ADVICE + NOUN centre The Local Authority runs an
advice centre in the town.

e PREP. against sb’s~ Permission was given against the
advice of the planning officers. on sb’s~ On the advice of
his experts he bought another company. | ~about advice
about bringing up children ~for Here is some advice for
pregnant women. ~on Can you give me some advice on
where to buy good maps? ~to My advice to you would be to
wait a few months.

advisable ayj.

e VERBS be, seem | consider sth, deem sth, think sth
We thought it advisable to seek police assistance.
e ADV. always It isalways advisable to make a will.

advise verp

1 tell sb what you think they should do
e ADV. strenuously, strongly I strongly advise you not to

do this. | badly. wrongly We were badly advised by our so-
licitor: | properly | legally

e PREP. about We can advise parents about education.
against They advised me against sending cash by post. on
We will be happy to advise on any financial matters.

e PHRASES be ill/well advised to do sth Josn would be
ill advised to rely on their support. < You would be better
advised to consult an accountant.

2inform sb of sth
e VERB + ADVISE be pleased to I am pleased to advise
you that your application has been accepted. | regret to
e PREP. of
e PHRASES keep sb advised Please keep me advised of
new developments in this case.

adviser noun

e ADJ. chief. lead, principal, senior, special the
government’s chief medical adviser | close, trusted The
duke was the king’s most trusted adviser. | personal | ex-
pert, professional | independent | government, presi-
dential | business, careers, economic, environmental,
financial, legal, medical, military, policy/political, public
relations, scientific, security, technical

e VERB + ADVISER act as | appoint, appoint sb (as) |
have Do you have a financial adviser? | consult (with),
go to, see, speak to, talk to You ought to consult an inde-
pendent legal adviser:

e ADVISER + VERB advise sb/sth

e PREP. ~on an adviser on environmental issues ~to She
acts as an adviser to the president.

advocate noun

1 sb who supports sth
e ADJ. ardent, enthusiastic, firm, great, outspoken,
powerful, staunch, strong She’s a staunch advocate of
freetrade. | chief,leading, main, principal
e PREP ~for Heisone of the leading advocates for a more
modern style of worship. ~of an advocate of pacifism

2lawyer
e ADJ. defence
= Note at PROFESSIONAL (for verbs)

advocate verp

e ADV. seriously, strongly Heart specialists strongly ad-
vocate low-cholesterol diets.

e PHRASES be widely advocated These policies have
been widely advocated.

aerial noun

e ADJ. radio, television/TV
e AERIAL + VERB transmit sth | pick sth up, receive
sth The aerial receives signals from the ground.

aeroplane noun

e ADJ. private | vintage | model, paper

e VERB + AEROPLANE fly in, go in, travel in l've never
flown in an aeroplane. | fly, pilot

e AEROPLANE + VERB fly aeroplanes flying overhead |
take off | come down, land | crash | carry sb/sth The
aeroplane was carrying 350 people.

e PREP. in a/the ~ flying in an aeroplane on a/the ~ The
president was never on the aeroplane at all.

= See PLANE

affair noun

1 event/situation
e ADJ. whole She saw the whole affair as a great joke. |
glittering, grand I knew that the wedding would be a
grand affair. | sordid, sorry, squalid
e VERB + AFFAIR deal with, handle Many people have
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criticized the way the government handled the affair. | be
involvedin | investigate

e PHRASES sb’s involvement in the affair He hias tried to
play down his involvement in the affair. a state of affairs
How did this state of affairs come about?wash your hands
of the affair (= to refuse to be responsible for sth or in-
volved in sth)

2 sexual relationship

e ADJ. brief, casual | clandestine, secret | adulterous,
extramarital | passionate, torrid | unhappy | love a
torrid love affair

e VERB + AFFAIR carry on, conduct, have He's having
an affair with a colleague.

e AFFAIR + VERB go on How long has the affair been
goingon?

e PREP. ~between It’s the story of a secret affair between
amarried teacher and her teenage student. ~with an affair
with a married man

3 sth that concerns one person/small group

e ADJ. family, personal, sb’s own It’s a family affair.

e PHRASES sb’s affair What I do at the weekend is my af-
fair no affair of sb’s That’s no affair of yours.

4 affairs important matters

e ADJ. currenta current affairs programme on television
| private, public | domestic, home, internal, national |
community, local | European, foreign, external. inter-
national, world the minister for foreign affairs | busi-
ness, financial, legal | commercial, consumer, cultural,
economic, environmental, military, political, religious,
social

e VERB + AFFAIRS administer, arrange, attend to,
conduct, manage, run I am trying to arrange my father’s
financial affairs. | settle, wind up | interfere in, meddile
in

e PHRASES affairs of state The Cabinet will be discuss-
ing certain affairs of state. put/set your affairs in order I
want to put my affairs in order before I die. a state of af-
fairs thecurrent state of affairsin schoools

affect verp

1influence

e ADV. greatly, materially, radically, significantly, very
much | barely, hardly, not unduly Sales did not seem un-
duly affected. | slightly | clearly | directly | indirectly |
adversely, badly, seriously, severely

e VERB + AFFECT be likely to developments that are
likely to affect the environment

2make sb sad/angry
e ADV. deeply, profoundly Her death affected him deeply.

affection noun

e ADJ. deep, genuine, great, real, special, strong, warm
| mutual

e VERB + AFFECTION feel, have, hold sb in, retain He
was held in great affection by hundreds of students. | dis-
play, express, give sb, show (sb) | get, receive | crave.
need, want He just wants a bit of affection. | gain, win Ske
had tried hard to win his affection. | alienate

e PREP. with ~ He’ll be remembered with genuine affec-
tion. | ~for I have a deep affection for his mother. ~to/to-
wards The teacher showed affection towards all her
pupils.

e PHRASES a display of affection I don’t go in for public
displays of affection. a feeling of affection a strong feeling
of affection, love and affection I yearn for the love and af-
fection Ionce had. the object of sb’s affections The object
of his affections was a young opera singer. a sign of affec-
tion, a show of affection

affinity noun

1 strong feeling that you like/understand sb/sth
e ADJ. close, great, natural, real, special, strong I felt a
great affinity with the people of the Highlands. | natural
He has a natural affinity with numbers.
e VERB + AFFINITY feel, have, share It's important
that you share an affinity with your husband. | display,
show
e PREP. ~ between an affinity between the two women
~for Many girls do show an affinity for craft skills. ~to-
wards Jo feels a great affinity towards Pamela. ~with an
affinity with animals

2 similar quality in two or more people/things
e ADJ. close,great
e QUANT. degree, level
e VERB + AFFINITY have A house design should have
some affinity with the surrounding architecture. | show
In his poems he showed some affinity with Coleridge.
e PREP. ~between There is a close affinity between these
two species. ~with an affinity with earlier poets

afflict vers

e ADV. badly, severely
e PHRASES be afflicted with He's badly afflicted with a
skin disorder:

afford verp

e ADV. easily, well She can well afford to pay for herself |
barely, hardly, ill, (only) just, not really an amount which
we could ill afford to pay

e VERB + AFFORD be able/unable to, can/can’t, could
(not) I can’t afford to eat in restaurants.

affront noun

e ADJ. personal

e VERB + AFFRONT cause | regard/see/take sth as He
took his son’s desertion as a personal affront.

e PREP. ~to This remark caused affront to many people.

afloat agj.

1 floating on water
e VERBS be | remain, stay | set sth The children set
their new boat afloat on the lake. | keep sth struggling to
keep the vessel afloat

2 able to survive financially
e VERBS keep, stay He is struggling to keep afloat after a
series of emotional and health problems. | keep sth They
had to sell their assets to keep the business afloat.

afraid ad;.

e VERBS be, feel, look, seem | become, grow | make
sb What has made you so deeply afraid of your boss?

e ADV. deeply, desperately, extremely, horribly, mor-
tally, really, terribly, very | almost She was tense, almost
afraid to open the letter: | a bit, half, a little, rather, slight-
ly He was half afraid to look at her. | just, simply You do
know, don’t you? You are just afraid to tell me. | genuinely
| suddenly He stopped abruptly, suddenly afraid to say the
words out loud. | physically

e PREP. for Roger was very afraid for her of Charlie is
afraid of marriage.

e PHRASES nothing to be afraid of Don’t worry. There’s
nothing to be afraid of

aftermath noun

e ADJ. immediate The president visited the region in the
immediate aftermath of the disaster:

e VERB + AFTERMATH cope with, deal with How doesa
country cope with the aftermath of war?



e PREP. in the~ of He first took office in the aftermath of

the civil war.

afternoon noun

e ADJ. this, tomorrow, yesterday | Friday, Saturday,
etc. | early, late | April, May, etc. | spring, summer,
etc. | long the long sunny afternoons | golden, hot,
sunny, warm | grey, rainy, wet

e VERB + AFTERNOON spend We spent the afternoon
sitting by the pool.

e AFTERNOON + VERB progress, wear on As the after-
noon woreon he began to look unhappy.

e AFTERNOON + NOUN tea Afternoon tea is served on
the terrace. | light, sun The afternoon sun shone full on
her:

e PREP. by~, during the~, in the~, on Monday, etc.~

e PHRASES an/the afternoon off You deserve an after-
noon offf

age noun

1 how old sb/sthis

e ADJ. early, young He was sent away to school at an
early age. | advanced, great, old He was still active even
at the advanced age of 87. © White hair is a sign of great
age. © Shedreaded old age. | middle a pleasant woman in
early middle age | childbearing, pensionable, retire-
ment, school, school-leaving, voting, working children
of schoolage

e VERB + AGE attain, get to, live to, reach When you get
to my age you get a different perspective on life. & She lived
to the age of 75. | feel, look She was beginning to feel her
age (= feel that she was getting old). | lower, raise The
voting age was lowered from 21 to 18 years.

e AGE - NOUN group,range | limit

e PREP. ata/the~Atyour age, I had already started work.
between the ~s children between the ages of five and
eleven by the ~ He could read by the age of four: for sb’s ~
He's quite a big boy for his age. over the ~ Twelve million
Dpeople in Great Britain are over retirement age. under~ It
is illegal to sell alcohol to children who are under age (=
not legally old enough). under the~ It is illegal to sell alco-
hol to children under the age of 18. with~ A lot of wines im-
prove with age. | ~of He left school at the age of 18.

e PHRASES the age of consent The general age of con-
sent for sexual activity is 16. sb’s own age She needs a
“friend of her own age to play with. years of age He's 20
years of age.

= See OLD AGE

2 period of history
e ADJ. another. different This exquisite little hotel
seemed to belong to a different age. | Elizabethan, Victor-
ian, etc. | Bronze, Ice, Stone | computer, modern, nu-
clear, etc. | golden the golden age of cinema
e PREP. during the ~ He lived during the Elizabethan
age. in a/the ~ In an age when few women became polit-
icians, her career was unusual. through the ~s an exhib-
itionof spinning through theages | ~of the age of wireless
communication
e PHRASES in this day and age (= in the period we now
live in) Why dress so formally in this day and age?

3ages/an age a very long time
e VERB - AGE spend, take It took an age for us all to get
on the boat.
e PHRASES absolutely ages I"ve been sitting here for ab-
solutely ages. ages ago Carlos left ages ago. for ages We
had to wait for ages!

age verb

e ADV. considerably, greatly, a lot, really The shock has
aged her considerably. © My mother has really aged since
she became ill. | a little He had put on weight and aged a

little. | rapidly, suddenly a rapidly ageing population |
prematurely | well This wine has not aged well.

agency noun

e ADJ. official | federal, government, public, state |
UN | external, independent, outside | commercial, pri-
vate | voluntary | international, local | multilateral |
adoption, advertising, aid, dating, employment, estate,
intelligence, marketing, news, press, recruitment, relief,
research, travel, etc. | appropriate Details of the prob-
lem will be logged by the Help Desk staff who will then con-
tact the appropriate agency.

e PREP. through an/the ~ He managed to find a job
through an agency.

=> Note at ORGANIZATION (for verbs)

agenda noun

e ADJ. agreed | clear A clear agenda will win votes in
thenextelection. | five-point, etc. An 18-point agenda was
drawn up for the meeting. | hidden, secret He accused the
government of having a hidden agenda. | real | full |
narrow The party has a rather narrow political agenda. |
radical | public | domestic, international | economic,
legislative, policy/political, research

e VERB + AGENDA have | agree on, draw up, estab-
lish, set The college needs to draw up an agenda for
change. | follow We were following an agenda set by the
students themselves. | add sth to, put sth on I will put
this on the agenda for the next meeting. | leave sth off, re-
move sth from, take sth off The question of pay had been
left off the agenda. | circulate A copy of the agenda is cir-
culated to delegates a month before the conference.

e AGENDA - NOUN item

e PREP. on a/the~ Safety at work is on the agenda for next
month’s meeting. off the ~ (figurative) An expensive holi-
day is definitely off the agenda this year (= not sth we can
consider). | ~for We have an agreed agenda for action.

e PHRASES firmly/high on the agenda In our company,
quality is high on the agenda. an item/a point on the
agenda, next on the agenda Next on the agenda is decid-
ing where we’re going to live. top of the agenda Improv-
ing trade between the two countries will be top of the
agenda at the talks.

=> Special page at MEETING

agent noun
1 works in an agency

e ADJ. advertising, election, estate, insurance, land.
letting, literary, managing, parliamentary, patent,
press, publicity, travel | local The company has de-
veloped sales through local agents in key markets.

e VERB + AGENT employ, have, use I have an agent
who deals with all my contracts. | appoint, engage, get
(sb), hire If you want to get published, get yourself an
agent! | actas | sack

e PREP. through an~ She got the work through an agent.
| ~foran agentfor a shipping company

=> Note at JOB

2 spy

e ADJ. intelligence | enemy, foreign | federal, govern-
ment | secret, undercover | double As a double agent,
he worked for the Americans and the Russians.

e VERB - AGENT workas

3 person/thing that has an effect

e ADJ. chief, main, primary, prime, principal | effective
| human | moral, rational | free I told him I couldn’t stop
him, he was a free agent.

e PREP. ~for Thecharity is an agent for social change.

e PHRASES an agent for/of change



aggravate

aggravate verp

e ADV. greatly, seriously, severely Their negative reac-
tions have greatly aggravated the situation. | further

aggression noun

e ADJ. extreme, intense | controlled, mild | naked,
open a display of naked aggression | pent-up ways of re-
leasing pent-up aggression | unprovoked | physical,
verbal | human | external, foreign The president an-
nounced that the country would not tolerate foreign ag-
gression. | American, British, etc. | military, police

e QUANT. act Acts of aggression against local shop
owners should be reported to the police.

e VERB + AGGRESSION display, express, show the
brutality and aggression displayed by the soldiers | chan-
nel, direct He managed to channel his aggression into
sport. | control | release | encourage Do toy guns en-
courageaggression?

e PREP. ~ against. ~ by Aggression by one nationality
against another often leads to war. towards It showed no
aggression towards other dogs.

aggressive adj.

1likely to fight/argue with other people
e VERBS be, feel, look, seem, sound | become, get |
make sb Watching violence on TV makes some children
more aggressive.
e ADV. extremely, particularly, really, very | increas-
ingly | quite, rather | openly Her mood became openly
aggressive when his name was mentioned.
e PREP. towards He warned that his dog was aggressive
towards strangers.

2 behaving in a determined way
e VERBS be
e ADV. extremely, highly, very the company’s highly ag-
gressive marketing techniques | fairly, somewhat

aggrieved adj.

e VERBS be, feel, look, sound

e ADV. deeply, much, very | rather, slightly, somewhat
e PREP. at James was rather aggrieved at Cameron. by
The villagers felt deeply aggrieved by the closing of the
railway station.

agility noun

e ADJ. considerable, great, surprising | mental, phys-
ical I admired his considerable mental agility.

e VERB + AGILITY have | show Sheshows great agility
on the tennis court.

e PREP. with~ He jumped over the wall with surprising
agility.

agitated od;.

e VERBS be, feel, look, seem, sound He sounded very
agitated on the phone. | become, get, grow | make sb

e ADV. deeply, extremely, highly, very | increasingly |
alittle, quite, rather, slightly | visibly

e PREP. about She’s agitated about getting there on time.
at Shestarted to grow agitated at the sight of the spider.

e PHRASES in an agitated state By now he was in a very
agitated state.

agitation noun

1 worry/excitement
e ADJ. acute, considerable, extreme, great
e VERB + AGITATION show trying not to show her agi-
tation | conceal, hide He could not hide his agitation.
e PREP. in sb’s ~ He knocked his glass over in his agita-
tion. with ~ She was wriggling on the seat with agitation.
e PHRASES a feeling/state of agitation

2 public protest

e ADJ. growing | mass, popular, public | political

e VERB + AGITATION engage in, turn to The organiza-
tion is turning to political agitation in order to achieve its
aims. | stirup

e PREP. ~against There has been mass agitation against
the president. ~for There is growing agitation for reform
of local government.

agony noun

e ADJ. extreme, intense | absolute, pure, sheer | ex-
quisite | mental, physical | death The little creature
squirmed in its death agonies.

e VERB + AGONY endure, go through, suffer He en-
dured agonies of loneliness and misery. © They went
through agony in the search for their missing relatives.. |
cause, inflict She was causing David a great deal of
agony. | prolong Don’t prolong the agony—ijust tell me
the result! | groan in, scream in | be contorted in,
writhe in His face was contorted in agony as he tried to lift
himself out of the chair.

e PREP in~ Thesoldier died in agony.in an~of She mum-
bled an apology in an agony of embarrassment.

e PHRASES agroan/scream of agony

agree verbd
1 share opinion

e ADV. heartily, strongly, very much I very much agree
with the prime minister. | absolutely, completely, entire-
ly, fully, wholeheartedly I agree entirely with what you
have said. | broadly, generally It is generally agreed that
more funding is needed for education. | unanimously |
gravely, lamely, meekly, soberly, tartly ‘That’s true," she
agreed gravely.

e VERB + AGREE cannot | be inclined to I'm inclined
to agree there’s nothing we can do.

e PREP. about We don’t always agree about everything.
on/upon Are we all agreed on this? with Do you agree with
me that the scheme won’t work?

e PHRASES | couldn’t agree more I couldn’t agree more
with what has just been said. | quite agree, I’'m sure you
will agree I'm sure you'll agree that this issue is vitally im-
portant to the success of the company.

2say yes

e ADV. voluntarily | readily She suggested a walk in the
open air and he readily agreed. | grudgingly, reluctantly
| kindly Edith Harlow has kindly agreed to help. | tacitly
| provisionally

e PREP. to Heagreed to our proposals.

3 decide

e ADV. expressly | tacitly | verbally | provisionally It
was provisionally agreed that 12 August was to be the date.
e VERB + AGREE be unable to, fail to The two countries
were unable to agree on a common strategy.

e PHRASES agree to differ/disagree We must just agree
to disagree on this point. (be) mutually agreed working to-
wards mutually agreed goals internationally/nationally
agreed nationally agreed guidelines

agreeable ad;.
1 pleasant

e VERBS be, look, sound It all sounds very agreeable. |
find sb/sth He finds her very agreeable. | make yourself
She did her best to make herself agreeable. highly, most,
particularly, very It was a most agreeable evening. | quite
e ADV. mutually We tried to negotiate a mutually agree-
able solution.

2 willing to accept/do sth

e VERBS be
e ADV. perfectly, quite
e PREP. to He was perfectly agreeable to the idea.
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and his family. | come/go to sb’s (= to help someone)
She screamed loudly and two people came to her aid.

agreement noun
1 contract/decision

e ADJ. draft The draft agreement will be available two
weeks before the meeting. | formal, written | legal, (legal-
ly) binding The agreement will be legally binding. | infor-
mal, tacit, verbal | voluntary | definitive | bilateral,
international, multilateral, national | ceasefire, credit,
hire-purchase, peace, trade

e VERB - AGREEMENT negotiate, work towards We
are working towards a formal ceasefire agreement. | con-
clude, enter into, reach, sign After hours of talks the gov-
ernment and the union have reached an agreement. |
have We have an agreement to always tell each other the
truth about everything. | be bound by We signed the
agreement so we are now bound by it. | adhere to, hon-
our, keep to, stick to You have not kept to our agreement.
| break, go back on, renege on, violate Some employers
reneged on agreements once the recession set in.

e PREP. in an/the ~ a clause in the agreement under
an/the ~ Under the agreement, the farmer is not allowed to
use this field. | ~between an agreement between the com-
pany and the unions ~on They signed two agreements on
improving economic co-operation. ~ with a trade agree-
ment with China

e PHRASES breach of agreement He sued the company
Jfor breach of agreement. the terms of the agreement The
terms of the agreement do not allow such exports.

2 state of agreeing

e ADJ. absolute, complete, full, total | broad, general,
widespread | mutual

e VERB + AGREEMENT arrive at, come to, reach I am
hopeful that we can come to an agreement. & The two sides
failed toreach agreement. | nod He nodded his agreement.
| get We will need to get the agreement of the local council.
e PREP. by~ The separation is by mutual agreement. in~
I think we are all in agreement that prices should be kept
low. in~with I am in agreement with you that she should
be given more responsibilities. with ~ With the agreement
of all members of the club, we decided to organize a trip. |
~among There is agreement among teachers that changes
need to be made. ~between As yet there is no agreement be-
tween the two sides. ~on As yet there is no agreement on
policies.

= Special page at MEETING

agriculture noun

e ADJ. modern | efficient | intensive | organic | sus-
tainable | traditional | peasant | subsistence

e VERB ~ AGRICULTURE be employed in, be engaged
in, work in | depend on 50 % of the country’s population
depend onagriculture.

aid noun

1 money, food, etc.

e ADJ. emergency | humanitarian | cash, develop-
ment, economic, financial, food, legal, medical, military,
relief Legal aid (= government money for legal advice) is
a fundamental part of our system of justice. | federal,
government, state | bilateral, external, foreign, inter-
national, overseas The country relies on foreign aid

e VERB + AID appeal for, call for The country’s presi-
dent has appealed for international aid in the wake of the
disaster. | extend, give (sb), grant (sb), provide (sb
with), send (sb) | get, receive | depend on, rely on |
promise | cut (off), suspend, withdraw, withhold The
British government has now suspended humanitarian aid
to the area.

e AID - NOUN agency, worker | budget,
programme a $§14 million aid package

2 help
e VERB + AID ask for, enlist We enlisted the aid of John

package,

e PREP. in ~ of collecting money in aid of charity
with/without the ~ of She is now able to walk with the aid
of a stick.

3 person/thing that helps

e ADJ. effective, essential, excellent, important, useful,
valuable | classroom, teaching, training | audio-
visual, computer, visual | hearing, walking | memory |
buoyancy

e PREP. ~toessential aidsto learning

= See FIRST AID

aide noun

e ADJ. close, trusted one of the prime minister’s closest
aides | senior, top | junior | personal, presidential,
royal

e VERB - AIDE actas, serve as, work as

e PREP. ~to He served as an aide to the former president.

Aids noun

e ADJ. full-blown Once you are infected you will—sooner
or later—develop full-blown Aids.

e QUANT. case Sixcases of Aids have been reported.

e VERB + AIDS have, suffer from | be/become infect-
ed with, contract, develop, get | die of | diagnose

e AIDS + NOUN patient, sufferer, victim | virus

e PHRASES the spread of Aids a worldwide campaign to
prevent the spread of Aids

= Special page at ILLNESS

ilment noun

e ADJ. common, minor, trivial | chronic, serious |
childhood | physical | chest, heart, stomach

e VERB + AILMENT be afflicted with, get, have, suffer
from I got all the usual childhood ailments. | cure, treat |

cause

aim noun
1 purpose/goal

e ADJ. broad, general, overall | basic, central, essen-
tial, fundamental | chief, first, key, main, major, pri-
mary, prime, principal, overriding | sole His sole aim in
life is to enjoy himself. | clear, explicit It is important to
havea clear aim inview. | ambitious | high, worthy Sim-
ple truth must be the highest aim of any real enquiry. |
limited, modest | legitimate | common I want to see a
strong and united country in which people work together
with common aims. | underlying Although the report
covers many areas, its underlying aim is to ensure that an-
other accident never happens. | immediate, initial | ori-
ginal | eventual, ultimate His ultimate aim was to force
the prime minister to resign. | long-term, short-term |
avowed, declared, express/expressed, stated The ex-
press aim of the treaty is to keep the whole region free from
nuclear weapons. | war | policy/political. strategic

e VERB + AIM have | set youself | achieve, fulfil You
will have to work hard to achieve your aim. | further, pur-
sue They were intent onfurthering their aims. ¢ The coun-
tryis still pursuing its aim of joining the EU.

e PREP. with the ~ of She started the organization with
the aim of helping local people.

e PHRASES aims and objectives What are the aims and
objectives of this visit?

2 pointing weapon, etc.

o ADJ. careful I'll take more careful aim next time. |
poor His aim was poor and he missed the target.

e VERB + AIM take

e PREP. ~at Hetook aim at the target and fired.



aim verb

1try/plan to achieve sth
o ADV. directly
e PREP. at She’s aiming at a scholarship this year. © The
initiative is aimed at helping young people. for He is aim-
ing for a win in this race.
e PHRASES aim high (= to attempt to achieve a lot) ¢
young man who is prepared to aim high

2intend sth for sb
e ADV. clearly, directly, squarely | largely, mainly,
mostly, primarily, principally | particularly, specifically
e PHRASES be aimed at educational courses aimed par-
ticularly at older people

3 point/direct sth at sb
e ADV. directly, straight | deliberately
e PREP. at She aimed the gun straight at the intruder. for
Aim for his legs, not his body.

air noun

1gas/space
e ADJ. hot,warm | chill, cold, cool, crisp | clean, clear,
fresh, pure We need some fresh air in this stuffy room! |
sweet The air was sweet with incense. | foul/foul-
smelling, polluted, stale the poliuted air of our cities o the
musty smell of stale air | damp, humid | dry | still Noth-
ing moved in the still air. | thin It's difficult carrying such
heavy loads in the thin air of the mountains. | thick The
air was thick with cigarette smoke. | country, mountain,
sea | evening, morning, night Music filled the night air.
e QUANT. blast, gust We felt a blast of cold air as she
opened the door: | current warm currents of air | breath
Hedrew in another breath of air.
e VERB + AIR breathe (in), gulp in, suck in Land crabs
breathe air and cannot swim. ¢ She gulped in the fresh
mountain air. | fight for, gasp for Ske was gasping for air
as she ran out of the burning house. | smell, sniff The dog
stretched and sniffed the air. | fill, hang in The tang of
some wild herb hung in the air.
e AIR + VERB blow, rise, waft The cool night air wafted
in the open windows.
e AIR + NOUN pollution | quality equipment to moni-
tor air quality | pressure | current
e PREP. in/into the ~ I kicked the ball high into the air.
through the ~ Spicy smells wafted through the air.
e PHRASES inthe open air (= outside) The market is held
in theopen air.

2for planes
e AIR - NOUN travel | fare | traffic We are cleared by
Air Traffic Control to taxi and takeoff. | crash, disaster |
attack, strike Three buildings were bombed last night in
an air strike on thecity.
e PREP. by~ (= by plane) It only takes three hours by air.
from the~ The hideout is clearly visible from the air.
e PHRASES in mid-air The two planes collided in mid air.

3impression
e VERB - AIR have, retain You have an air of authority.
| add, bring, give (sth) A stone balcony gives the building
an air of elegance.
e PREP. with an/the ~ He leaned towards Melissa with an
air of great confidentiality. | ~of

air verd
e ADV. in public, openly, publicly The issues were openly
aired and discussed by the group.

aircraft noun

e ADJ. fixed-wing, jet, light, low-flying, microlight,
supersonic attacks by helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft
| cargo, civil/civilian, commercial, passenger, private |
combat, fighter, military, reconnaissance, surveillance,

transport | enemy | burning, crashed, damaged,
stricken | model His passion is making model aircraft.

e VERB + AIRCRAFT fly, pilot The aircraft was flown by
ayoung American pilot. | land | crash The pilot overshot
the runway and crashed his aircraft. | shoot down To be
an aceyou had to shoot down five enemy aircraft.

e AIRCRAFT + VERB fly | take off The aircraft is due to
take off at midnight. | land | taxi The aircraft taxied
along the runway. | crash | carry sth | attack sth,
bomb sth

e AIRCRAFT + NOUN industry | production | manu-
facturer | engine, parts | engineer | hangar | noise He
claimed that aircraft noise was the worst form of air pollu-
tion in London. | wreckage

airline noun

e ADJ. big, large, major | domestic, international, na-
tional | commercial, private, state/state-owned He oper-
ates a private airline. | charter, scheduled Prices on
charter airlines are usually lower.

e VERB + AIRLINE operate,run

e AIRLINE + VERB fly, operate The airline operates
mainly between Florida and Puerto Rico.

¢ AIRLINE + NOUN business, company, industry |
flight, service All scheduled airline services will be affect-
ed by thesstrike. | employee, operator, pilot | passenger
| reservation, ticket

airport noun

e ADJ. big, large, major | small | busy | domestic,
international, local, regional | civilian, military

e VERB + AIRPORT depart from, fly from, take off from
We will fly from Chicago’s O’Hare airport. | arrive at,
land at, touch down at The plane touched down at Glas-
gow airport just before midday. | pass through, use

e AIRPORT + NOUN building, terminal | lounge | se-
curity | hotel

e PREP. atan/the~ waiting at the airport

airspace noun

e ADJ. controlled, restricted | British, French, etc.

e VERB + AIRSPACE cross (into), drift into, enter, fly
into, stray into, violate The jet had crossed into Russian
airspace. | fly out of, pass out of | open They have de-
cided to open their airspace to commercial aircraft. |
close

e PREP. in~ The glider was in Dutch airspace. out of ~
They were now out of controlled airspace.

e PHRASES a violation of airspace The president said
that all future violations of our airspace would result in
Serious consequences.

ajar adj.

e VERBS be, stand The office door stood ajar. | leave sth
She had left the kitchen door slightly ajar:
e ADV. slightly

akin aqgj. akin to sth

e VERBS be

e ADV. closely This game is closely akin to rughy. |
somewhat A balalaika is an instrument somewhat akin
toa guitar.

e PHRASES something akin to sth She was wearing
something akin to a pineapple on her head.

alarm noun

1fear/worry
e ADJ. considerable, great | growing | sudden | pub-
lic There is growing public alarm at this increase in crime.
| unnecessary



alert

e VERB + ALARM cause, create, provoke The head
teacher’s policies have provoked alarm among parents. |
express, register Many people have expressed alarm at
the plans. ¢ His face registered no alarm at all when I told
himthe news.

e PREP. in~Heshouted outinalarm. to sb’s~ To her par-
ents’ alarm, she announced that she intended to travel the
world. with ~ The news has been greeted with alarm. |
~about/at/over There has been considerable alarm about
the new proposals.

e PHRASES alarm and despondency (often humorous)
He loves spreading alarm and despondency. cause for
alarm [ see no cause for alarm, as she often arrives late.

2 warning of danger
o ADJ. false The fire service was called out, but it was a
falsealarm.
e VERB - ALARM give, raise, sound The guard raised
the alarm when he discovered that six prisoners had es-
caped.
e ALARM + NOUN call Many birds give alarm calls to
warn of danger.

3 device
e ADJ. fire, smoke | burglar, intruder, security | car |
personal, rape Lizzie was carrying a rape alarm but it
was out of reach in her handbag. | radio
e VERB + ALARM setIset myalarmfor 6.30. | activate,
set off, trigger Unfortunately any little noisecan set off the
alarm. | switch off, turn off | be fitted with The fire bri-
gade recommends that every house is fitted with a smoke
alarm. | fit,instalt | test
e ALARM + VERB go off, ring, sound The alarm went
off at 70’clock. o Suddenly the alarm sounded and they all
had to leave the building.
e ALARM + NOUN bell, clock, signal, system | call
Book an alarm call if you need to make an early start.

alarmed adj.

e VERBS be, feel, look, seem, sound | become. get,
grow She began to grow alarmed when she realized how
late it was.

e ADV. extremely, greatly, seriously, thoroughly, very |
increasingly | faintly, a little, quite, rather, slightly |
(not) unduly The government is not unduly alarmed by
these figures.

e PREP. at She was alarmed at the prospect of travelling
alone. by Twas slightly alarmed by what Susan told me.

e PHRASES nothing to be alarmed about The doctors
have decided to keep him in hospital overnight but there is
nothing to be alarmed about.

alarming adj.

e VERBS be, seem | find sth I find the prospect of being
without work extremely alarming.

e ADV. extremely, particularly, very | faintly, a little,
quite, rather, slightly

album noun

1 book
e ADJ. family, wedding | photo/photograph, stamp
e PREP. inan/the~ I keep the photographs inan album.

2 CD/cassette/record
e ADJ. best-selling, good, great Their best-selling
album has won three awards. | debut, first | double |
live | solo It’s the singer’s first solo album. | compilation
e VERB + ALBUM make, produce, record The singer re-
corded her second album in Los Angeles. | put out, re-
lease She has not put out a new album this year:
e ALBUM + VERB come out His latest album comes out
inthespring.
e ALBUM + NOUN chart

alcohol roun

e ADJ. excess/excessive thedangers of excessive alcohol
| pure Is it possible for cars to run on pure alcohol?

e QUANT. drop, unit You need to be careful how many
units of alcohol you drink in a week. | level The driver
had more than the permitted level of alcohol in his blood.

e VERB + ALCOHOL consume, drink | avoid, keep off,
not touch, stay off I haven’t touched a drop of alcohol for
three weeks. | abuse (formal) Most drinkers do not abuse
alcoholat all.

e ALCOHOL + NOUN content, level It can take a long
time for blood alcohol levels to fall. | consumption, in-
take, use | abuse, addiction, misuse | problem People
can find it hard to admit they have an alcohol problem.

e PHRASES low alcohol (= containing very little alco-
hol) a low alcohol beer

alcoholic noun

e ADJ. chronic | reformed

e VERB + ALCOHOLIC become, turn into Howe was
turning into an alcoholic because of the stress of his job.

e ALCOHOLIC + VERB dry out, recover I don’t think an
alcoholic can dry out without proper medical help.

alcoholism noun

e ADJ. chronic

e VERB + ALCOHOLISM suffer from Three people in the
Sfamily suffer from alcoholism. | combat, treat
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ale noun

e ADJ. fine, good This pub specializes in fine ales. | real
(=made and stored in the traditional way), traditional the
growth in demand for real ale | brown, light, pale |
strong

e QUANT. pint | barrel, bottle, can, glass, tankard Fresh
barrels of ale were brought up from the cellar.

e VERB + ALE down (informal), drink, sip He drank
several pintsof ale. | brew, make

e ALE + NOUN house

alert noun

e ADJ. red His sudden disappearance triggered a red
alert among his friends. | nationwide | bomb, fire,
flood, pollution, security A security alert was issued after
Jfour men escaped from the prison.

e VERB + ALERT issue, put out, raise, sound They
rang the church bells to sound the alert and the villagers
then fled. | spark, trigger | call off The alert was called
off when it was found that the bomb was not live.

e ALERT + VERB go out A nationwide alert went out for
three escaped prisoners.

e PREP. onthe~ | ~for You should always be on the alert
Jfor anyone who looks suspicious.

e PHRASES be on full alert The security forces are now on
full alert. keep/place/put sb on full alert Thousands of
police were putonfull alert at all main roads leading to the
city. a state of alert The army was yesterday placed on a
state of alert in case of moreriots.

alert aq;.

e VERBS be, look, seem | become | remain, stay |
keep sb The machine should help to keep the pilot alert.

e ADV. very | fully | immediately, instantly, suddenly
There was a noise outside and he was suddenly alert. | al-
ways, constantly | mentally He was as mentally alert as
aman half his age.

e PREP. to Climbers need to be alert to possible dangers.



A level

A level noun

e ADJ. mock I did all right in my mock A levels and then
failed thereal exams.

e VERB + A LEVEL do, sit, take Ske's doing her A levels
this year: | retake | do well in, pass | do badly in, fail,
flunk | have She has four A levels. | prepare for, revise
for He can’t come out—he’s revising for his A levels.

e A LEVEL + NOUN course | exam | preparation, re-
vision | paper, questions | grades, results

e PREP in your~s What grades did you get in your A
levels? | ~in He's got A levels in maths and history.

alias roun

e VERB + ALIAS adopt, use After her escape from
prison, Claire Potter adopted the alias Margaret Smith.

e PREP. under an/the ~ (= using another name) Five
years ago he had lived in France under an alias.

alibi noun

e ADJ. cast-iron, good, perfect, solid She was in the of-
fice all of Wednesday and so has a cast-iron alibi. | false

e VERB + ALIBI have | establish, provide, supply The
videotape would have been useful to establish alibis for the
defendants.

e PREP. ~for The accused was not able to provide an alibi
Sfor theevening.

alien noun

e ADJ enemy During the war, he was imprisoned as an
enemy alien. | illegal Illegalaliens are usually deported to
their country of origin. | undesirable | resident

alien adj.

e VERBS be, feel, seem | become | find sth It was an
act of violence that she found alien and shocking.

e ADV. very | completely, entirely, totally, utterly |
quite, somewhat | essentially living in an essentially
alien culture

e PREP. to They spokea language totally alien to him.

alienation rnoun

e ADJ. growing

e PREP. ~from hisgrowing alienation from hisfamily

e PHRASES a feeling/sense of alienation There is a
growing feeling of alienation among young unemployed
Dpeople.

alight cq;.

1 burning
e VERBS be | catch His clothing caught alight. | re-
main, stay hoping that the fire would remain alight over-
night | set sth The building had been set alight by the
killer: | keep sth The fires had to be kept alight each night.
e ADV. well The fireshould be well alight by now.

2 excited
e VERBS be
e PHRASES alight with excitement/laughter/pleasure
The children’s eyes were alight with excitement.

align verp

e ADV. accurately, correctly, properly | fully | roughly
| horizontally, vertically

e PREP. along He argued that important historical sites
were aligned along straight lines of mystic energy. with
This pillar is roughly aligned with the others.

PHRASAL VERB

align yourself with sb/sth
e ADV. closely, firmly The group does not want toalign it-
self too closely with the government.

alignment noun

1 arrangement in correct position
e ADJ. correct
e VERB - ALIGNMENT bring sth into
e PREP. in~(with sth) The door needs to be in alignment
with the frame before you start work on it. out of~ A few of
the tiles were clearly out of alignment.

2 political support
e ADJ. close | military, political
e VERB ~ ALIGNMENT establish, form | maintain
e PREP. ~ between It is very difficult to maintain the
alignment between the two countries since the trade dis-
pute. ~with Britain formed « close alignment with Egypt
in the last century.

alike aq;.

e VERBS be, look, seem

e ADV. remarkably, very (much) | exactly Though John
and Andrew look exactly alike, they act quite differently.

e PREP. in The two towns are very much alike in size and
population.

alive adj.

1living
e VERBS be, seem | remain, stay Lost and so far from
other human life, he faced a desperate struggle to stay
alive. | keep sb Doctors fought to keep her alive. | be
buried, be burnt
e ADV. very much The old rascal is still very much alive.
| barely. only half For four days he seemed barely alive. |
still Twasn't sure if he was still alive.
e PHRASES alive and kicking My mother is still alive and
kicking. alive and well At any moment he may turn up
alive and well. dead or alive The police are desperate to
catch this man dead or alive. lucky to be alive It was a
very narrow escape and we are lucky to be alive. more
dead than alive Poor child, she looks more dead than
alive.

21ull of life
e VERBS be, feel, seem Ifeel really alivein the country! |
come The city comes alive at night. | bring sb/sth The
wealth of detail in his book really brings it alive.
e ADV really, truly, very | fully | intensely | only half
She realized that she had only been half alive for the last
Jour years. | suddenly His eyes were suddenly alive with
excitement.
e PREP. with The hall was alive with the sound of voices.

3 continuing to exist
e VERBS be | remain | keep sth The people try to keep
the old traditions alive.
e ADV. very much The old customs are still very much
alivein this region.
e PHRASES alive and well The art of debate is alive and
well in our schools.

4 aware of sth
e VERBS be | become | remain
e ADV. very much | keenly
e PREP. to Heremained keenly alive to the dangers.

allegation noun

e ADJ. damaging, serious | false, unfounded, un-
proven, unsubstantiated, untrue, wild | true The defend-
ants in the libel case maintain that their allegations are
true. | fresh, further, new There have been fresh allega-
tions of atrocities. | widespread | corruption

e VERB + ALLEGATION make, publish | retract, with-
draw I advise you to withdraw your allegation before I con-
tact my lawyer: | be at the centre of, be confronted with,
face the school at the centre of these allegations | deny,
dismiss, dispute, reject | answer, counter. refute The
minister has the right to answer specific allegations. © He



will need to counter allegations that he accepted money
fromcriminals. | prove, support The committee found no
evidence to support allegations of smuggling. | disprove
It took over two months to disprove the allegation. | give
rise to, lead to, prompt, provoke The sudden collapse of
the business led to allegations of corrupt deals. | examine,
investigate. look into, probe (used in journalism) The
governor of the prison is investigating allegations that a
prisoner was attacked and beaten by a prison warder:

e PREP. amid/amidst~ He has resigned amid corruption
allegations. | ~ about/concerning allegations about the
president's private life ~against He has made certain alle-
gations against the company.

allegiance noun

o ADJ. full, strong We will give our full allegiance to the
party and everything it believes in. | traditional | chan-
ging, shifting It is hard to keep up with the changing alle-
giances between the various political parties. | political,
religious | class, party

e VERB + ALLEGIANCE give, owe He owed his alle-
glance to the organization that had given him all his op-
portunities. | pledge, swear The rebels now have to swear
allegiance to the queen they hate. | abandon Many people
have abandoned their traditional party allegiances. |
change, shift, switch, transfer | claim The various splin-
ter groups all claim allegiance to the true spirit of the
movement. | claim, command Catholicism claims alle-
giancefrom more than 80% of the population. | retain The
union needs to retain the allegiance of all its members for
the strike to succeed.

e PREP. to ~ He is now very rich but his allegiance to his
working-class origins is still strong.

e PHRASES an oath of allegiance Every day the school-
children pledge an oath of allegiance to their country.

allergy noun

e ADJ. food

e VERB - ALLERGY have, suffer from | develop |
cause Hair and feathers can cause allergies.

e ALLERGY ~ NOUN sufferer

e PREP. ~to Hedeveloped an allergy to pollen.
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alleviate verp

e ADV. considerably, greatly These problems have been
greatly alleviated by the passing of the new Act. | partly,
somewhat

e VERB + ALLEVIATE be designed to, help (to) These
measures are designed to alleviate the situation. | do lit-
tle/nothing to Her words did little to alleviate his fears.

alley noun

e ADJ. dark | little, narrow a maze of narrow alleys |
stinking 7 don’t want to be left for dead in some stinking
alley. | cobbled | back, side

e ALLEY + VERB lead onto sth, lead to sth The alley
leads to the village square.

e ALLEY + NOUN cat

e PREP. along an/the ~ I walked back along a side alley.
down an/the ~ a bookshop down a little alley in an/the ~
They had cornered him in an alley. through an/the ~ She
wandered through the back alleys. up an/the~

alliance noun

e ADJ. broad The organization is a broad alliance of
many different groups. | grand | close | powerful,
strong | fragile. loose, uneasy a loose alliance of oppos-
ition groups © The uneasy alliance between such different
people just cannot last. | shifting the shifting alliances
among the various political groups | formal. informal |

strategic, working | unholy an unholy alliance between
the Fascists and the Communists | unlikely | temporary
| global | defensive, military | electoral, political |
class | marriage

e VERB + ALLIANCE have They have alliances with
other companies. | build (up), create, enter into, forge,
form, make, strike up The government has tried to forge
alliances with environmentalists. | cement To cement the
alliance with England, Charles married Margaret, sister
of the English king. | break off They broke off the alliance
with Sparta. | seek

e PREP. in ~with The government, in alliance with the
army, has decided to ban all public meetings for a month. |
~ against old alliances against enemies that no longer
exist ~between an alliance between Britain and France
~with an alliance with Germany

allied ay;.

e VERBS be
e ADV. closely | loosely an offensive by seven loosely al-
lied guerrilla groups

e PREP. to Hisdecision to move to London Is closely allied
to his ambition to become manager of the company. with
The party is allied with the Communists.

allocate verp

e ADV. efficiently Local authorities have to learn to allo-
cate resources efficiently. | randomly

e PREP. for More money should be allocated for famine re-
lief to More funds will now be allocated to charitable or-
ganizations.

allocation noun

1 process of giving sth out
e ADJ. efficient, inefficient | random | budget, grant.
housing, land. resource, time
e VERB + ALLOCATION make The allocation must be
made according to a strict set of criteria.

2 amount given to sb
e ADJ. big, generous,large | modest | total
e VERB + ALLOCATION give The school gave them a
generous allocation of money with which to purchase
books. | get, receive | increase, up The charity is trying
to get its allocation upped for next year. | cut.reduce

allowance noun

1 amount of sth that you are allowed
e ADJ. baggage, holiday
e VERB + ALLOWANCE be entitled to, get, have I get
Jfour weeks’ holiday allowance a year:

2 amount of money sb receives regularly

e ADJ. generous, large | meagre, small | annual,
daily, monthly, weekly | child, disability, family, hous-
ing, living, travel

e VERB + ALLOWANCE be entitled to You may be en-
titled to a housing allowance if you are in a low-paid job. |
get, receive | give sb, grant The company gives me a
travel allowance.

e PREP. ~for The weekly allowancefor each child is £15.

allusion noun

e ADJ. clear, direct | indirect, veiled She was made un-
comfortable by his veiled allusion to the previous night. |
classical, cultural, literary

e VERB + ALLUSION make He makes several allusions
to these events in his latest book.

e PREP. ~to

aIIy noun

e ADJ great. important, powerful, strong | close



almond

Charles remained a close ally of the French king. | loyal,
reliable, staunch, trusted | natural, useful, valuable |
old, traditional Portugal is a traditional ally of England. |
erstwhile, former | wartime | potential | European,
NATO, Western, etc. | political

e VERB + ALLY have Jane felt that she had an ally. |
find, gain, get | lose

e PREP. ~against He now had an ally against his boss.

e PHRASES find/have an ally in sb She had found an ally
in her old teacher. a friend and ally a friend and ally of the
president

almond noun

e ADJ. whole | blanched, flaked, ground biscuits made
with ground almonds | sugared, toasted | bitter

e ALMOND + NOUN essence, oil, paste | blossom,
tree

alone ad;.

e VERBS be, feel, sit, stand These islands are too small to
stand alone as independent states. | leave sb, let sb Don’t
touch me! Leave me alone!

e ADV. very much I felt vulnerable and very much alone.
| all, completely, entirely, quite Carol felt all alone in the
world. o He felt lost and completely alone. | together Fi-
nally the two of us were alone together.

e PREP. with Shedid not want to be alone with him.

aloof aqj.

1 not friendly

e VERBS be, look, seem | find sb Some people find her
aloof and unfriendly.

e ADV. a bit, alittle, somewhat

2 not involved in sth

e VERBS hold (yourself), keep (yourself), remain, stand
Some thought that Britain was standing aloof from Eur-
ope. | keep sb There were many things that had kept her
aloof and apart from the crowd.

e ADV. largely

e PREP. from He has remained largely aloof from the
hurly-burly of parliamentary politics.

alphabet noun

e ADJ. Arabic, Cyrillic, Greek, Hebrew, Latin, Roman |
phonetic, runic

e VERB + ALPHABET know,learn

e PREP in the~ How many letters are there in the Greek
alphabet?

e PHRASES the letters of the alphabet

altar noun

e ADJ. high. main | makeshift, portable | sacrificial

e VERB + ALTAR approach, go up to The bride ap-
proached the altar.

e ALTAR + NOUN boy | cloth. frontal | rail | table

e PREP. at an/the~ Helen and Tony knelt at the altar. be-
fore an/the ~ He lay prostrate before the high altar. on
an/the~ He placed the candles on the altar.

alter verb

e ADV. considerably, dramatically, drastically, funda-
mentaily, greatly, radically, significantly, substantially
He had not altered greatly in the last ten years. | slightly

e PHRASES not alter the fact that Unemployment has
come down slightly but this does not alter the fact that it is
stilla major problem.

alteration noun

e ADJ. dramatic, extensive, fundamental, major, mater-

ial, radical, significant, substantial | minor, slight,
small, subtle

e VERB + ALTERATION make | need, require The leaf
lets require no alteration from year to year.

e PREP. ~in There will be no alteration in corporation
tax. ~to We will have to make a slight alteration to the
plans.

alternative noun

e ADJ. attractive, constructive, effective. good, radical,
useful | acceptable, available, credible, possible, prac-
tical, real, realistic, reasonable, satisfactory, serious,
suitable, viable Is there a viable alternative to prison? |
clear, obvious | cheap, healthy, interesting, safe a
healthier alternative to fizzy drinks

e VERB + ALTERNATIVE have We have two alterna-
tives. | offer, provide His idea seemed to offer a possible
alternative. | seek seeking alternatives to nuclear power
| find We'll have fo find an alternative.

e PREP. ~for There is no alternative for those with no car
of their own. ~to Is there an alternative to surgery for this
complaint?

e PHRASES have little/no aiternative (but to) Sae had no
alternative but to do as he said. leave sb with no alterna-
tive (but to) He was left with no alternative but to hobble to
the nearest telephone box.

altitude noun

e ADJ. great, high | low | cruising The plane took off
and climbed to cruising altitude.

e VERB + ALTITUDE cruise at. fly at, maintain The air-
craft maintained an altitude of 28 000 feet. | reach, rise to
The aviators reported the columns of smokerising toanal-
titude of 2 000feet. | gain | lose The plane suddenly start-
ed to lose altitude.

e ALTITUDE + NOUN sickness

e PREP. at an/the~ No trees will grow at that altitude.

amateur noun

1 sb who does sport, etc. for pleasure, not money
e ADJ. competent, gifted, talented, top | enthusiastic,
keen | gentleman International affairs today are no
longer for gentleman amateurs.

2 sb who is not very good at sth
e ADJ. rank, real The others had been skiing since they
could walk and made her look a rank amateur:

amaze verb

e ADV. really Hisskill as a dancer really amazed me.
e VERB + AMAZE never cease to I{ never ceases to
amaze me what some people will do for money.

amazed ad;.

e VERBS be, look, seem, sound, stand

e ADV. absolutely, quite, totally, utterly | mildly |
genuinely | always, constantly, continually | still 7 am
stillamazed that she won first prize.

e PREP. at Frances was amazed at her sudden strength.
by I was totally amazed by the brilliance of her paintings.
e PHRASES never cease to be amazed I never cease to be
amazed at the way people hurt one another.

amazement noun

e ADJ. complete, sheer, utter | mock She raised her eye-
brows in mock amazement.

e VERB + AMAZEMENT express

e PREP. in~ He stared at the animal in amazement. to
sb’s ~ To her amazement she got the job. with ~ Laura
looked around her with amazement. | ~at He expressed
amazement at being left out of the match.



amazing adj.

e VERBS be, look, sound, taste | find sb/sth

e ADV. just, pretty, really, truly He remembered our
names from ten years ago— isn’t that just amazing? ¢ a
truly amazing achievement | absolutely, most, quite 7
saw the most amazing film yesterday!

ambassador noun

e ADJ. former | British, French, etc.

e VERB + AMBASSADOR serve as | appoint, appoint
sb (as), make sb She’s been appointed British ambas-
sador to the UN. | send The King sent an ambassador to
Paris. | recall, withdraw The US ambassador was re-
called to Washington in protest. | expel

e PREP. ~in the Israeli ambassador in London ~to He
served as ambassador to Syria.

ambiguity noun

e ADJ. possible, potential | moral, sexual

e QUANT. degree, element There is a degree of ambigu-
ity in this statement.

e VERB + AMBIGUITY lead to Incorrect choice of words
leads to ambiguity for the reader. | avoid The document
has been carefully written to avoid ambiguity. | reduce |
remove, resolve They had to change some of the wording
in the document to resolve the ambiguity.

e AMBIGUITY + VERB arise, occur Ambiguity arises
when students’ spoken English is very limited.

e PREP. ~ about There will always be some ambiguity
about what actually happened. ~in There was some ambi-
guity in what he said.

e PHRASES asource of ambiguity

ambiguous adj.

e VERBS be | remain | make sth, render sth The para-
graph is rendered ambiguous by the writer’s careless use of
pronouns.

e ADV. highly, very | rather, slightly, somewhat | de-
liberately, intentionally I suspected that he was being de-
liberately ambiguous.

ambition noun

1 strong desire to be successful
e ADJ. driving, great, naked She’s a woman of driving
ambition. | personal
e VERB + AMBITION have He's got little ambition. |
lack
e AMBITION + VERB burn Ambition burned within her.

2 sth you very much want to have/do

e ADJ. big, burning, driving, great, high, main, overrid-
ing, ultimate Her biggest ambition was to climb Everest. |
lifelong, life’'s, longstanding At last he had realized his
life's ambition. | modest | personal | secret | youthful
| frustrated, thwarted, unfulfilled This is a tale of jeal-
ousy and thwarted ambitions. | career, imperial/imperi-
alist, literary, political, presidential, social, sporting,
territorial

e VERB + AMBITION cherish, harbour, have, nurture
He had only one ambition in life. | abandon, give up |
achieve, fulfil, realize | limit, restrain | frustrate, thwart
Hefelt great resentment at having his ambition frustrated.

ambitious adj.

1 determined to be successful
e VERBS be, seem
e ADV. extremely, highly, very He is a highly ambitious
politician. | socially
e PREP. for Sheisveryambitious for her four children.

2 difficult to achieve
e VERBS be, seem

amenity

e ADV. extremely, hugely, very | rather | overly Phases
2and 3 seem overly ambitious.

ambivalence noun

e VERB + AMBIVALENCE feel | express, show The
document expressed some ambivalence over the doctrine of
predestination.

e PREP. with ~ She viewed her daughter’s education with
ambivalence. | ~about their ambivalence about support-
ing the government ~ over his ambivalence over money
~towards Shefelt a certain ambivalence towards him.

ambivalent ay;.

e VERBS be, feel. sound | remain

e ADV. deeply, highly, very The party’s position on nu-
clear weapons is deeply ambivalent. | fairly, rather,
somewhat

e PREP. about He feels rather ambivalent about his role
as teacher.

ambulance noun

e ADJ. air

e VERB + AMBULANCE call (for), get, phone/ring/tele-
phone for, send for Quick, call an ambulance! | drive

e AMBULANCE + VERB be on its way Don’t worry—the
ambulance is on its way. | arrive, come When the ambu-
lance came, I carried her out.

e AMBULANCE + NOUN service | crew, staff | driver,
man, worker | station

e PREP. by ~ She was rushed to hospital by air ambu-
lance. in an/the~ He went in the ambulance with Lizzy.

ambush noun

e VERB + AMBUSH lay, prepare, set up The soldiers set
up an ambush on the road. | lie in, wait in The soldiers lay
in ambush for the enemy troops. | carry out, stage They
staged an ambush on an army patrol. | be caughtin, run
into, walk into We ran into an ambush in the valley.

e AMBUSH -~ VERB take place

e PREP. in an/the ~ Twelve men were killed in the am-
bush. | ~onanambush onanarmy patrol

amenable ad;.

e VERBS be, seem | find sb/sth

e ADV. highly, most, very The manager was most amen-
able: nothing was too much trouble.

e PREP. to You should find him amenable to reasonable
arguments.

amendment noun

e ADJ. important, major, significant A major amend-
ment was introduced into the legislation. | minor, slight,
small | draft, proposed | detailed | constitutional

e VERB + AMENDMENT introduce, make | draft The
committee does not adequately consult others when draft-
ing amendments. | move, propose, put forward, sug-
gest, table He moved an amendment limiting capital pun-
ishment to certain very serious crimes. | withdraw She
withdrew her amendment and left the meeting. | accept,
adopt, approve, carry, pass, ratify, support, vote for
Parliament accepted the amendment and the bill was
passed. o On a free vote, the amendment was carried by 292
votes to 246. | oppose, reject | be subject to The pro-
gramme is subject to amendment.

e PREP. without~ The new clause was accepted without
amendment. | ~to an amendment to the Clean Water Act

amenity noun

e ADJ. excellent | basic | local The campsite is close to
all local amenities. | modern a hotel with all modern
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amenities | public The building will be developed as a
public amenity. | recreational, social

e VERB + AMENITY have The hotel has excellent amen-
ities. | offer. provide They will provide an amenity for
local residents. | lack The flats lacked basic amenities.

amiable ad;.

e VERBS be, look, seem, sound

e ADV. very | perfectly a perfectly amiable young man |
enough, quite I've only met Jane once but she seems ami-
able enough.

ammunition noun

e ADJ. live | blank

e QUANT. round

e VERB + AMMUNITION carry, have | issue They is-
sued live ammunition to the troops. | fire, use | run out
of A few of the jeeps had run out of ammunition.

e AMMUNITION + NOUN dump, store

amnesty noun

e ADJ. general, political

e VERB + AMNESTY give sb, grant, offer The govern-
ment granted an amnesty to all political prisoners. | an-
nounce, declare

e PREP. under an/the ~ He was released from prison
under an amnesty. | ~for They announced a general am-
nesty for crimes committed during the war.

amount noun

e ADJ. considerable, copious ~s, enormous, huge,
large. massive, significant. substantial, tremendous,
vast a considerable amount of money ¢ He drank copious
amounts of beer: | disproportionate, excessive, inordin-
ate | increasing | fair There was a fair amount of traffic
on the roads. | limited, minute, moderate, negligible.
small, tiny | full. total You must pay back the full amount
of money that you owe. | maximum, minimum He aimed
to cause the maximum amount of embarrassment. | exact
| equal, equivalent Mix the colours in equal amounts. ¢
an amount equivalent to 0.3% per annum | varying Tap
water also contains varying amounts of rust and grit.

e VERB + AMOUNT double, increase | decrease, limit,
reduce They want to limit the amount of cash available.

e AMOUNT -~ VERB double, increase The amount of re-
claimed glass used in industry has doubled in the last five
years. | decrease, fall The average amount of pocket
money received by teenagers fell to £4 a week this year.

e PREP. ~of

amuse verb

e ADV. greatly Her discomfort amused him greatly.

e VERB + AMUSE seem to The thought of me on the
stage seemed to amuse him. | try to

e PREP. with Heamused us with his stories.

amused qay;.

e VERBS be, look, seem, sound She looked faintly
amused. | keep sb He kept the children amused for hours.
e ADV. greatly. highly, much, vastly, very He was much
amused by allthistalk. | not atall I was not at all amused
to find they had eaten all the cake. | faintly, alittle, mildly,
quite, rather, slightly | clearly Mr Stopes was clearly
amused by the confusion. | genuinely | wryly | quietly
e PREP. at Tony was very amused at the story. by She
seemed greatly amused by his jokes.

amusement noun
1feeling of wanting to laugh

e ADJ. great, much | faint, mild | quiet | ironic, sar-
donic, wry | genuine, rea!

e QUANT. gleam, glimmer | hint, note, trace There was
a note of amusement in her voice.

e VERB + AMUSEMENT afford sb, cause, provide  am
happy to have afforded you amusement. | derive, find, get
He seemed to be deriving amusement from her discomfort.
| show | conceal, hide

e AMUSEMENT + VERB show A glimmer of amusement
showed in her eyes.

e PREP. for(sb’s)~ What do you do for amusement round
here? o The play was written for the amusement of the
other students. in ~ Her wide mouth twitched in amuse-
ment. to sb’s~ Much to their amusement, I couldn’t get the
door open. with~ She chuckled with amusement.

e PHRASES a source of amusement His son was a con-
stant source of amusement to him.

2 sth that makes time pass pleasantly

e ADJ. popular She disapproved of popular amusements
such as fairs.
e AMUSEMENT + NOUN arcade, park | machine

amusing adj.

e VERBS be.sound | find sth

e ADV. extremely, highly, most, really, very | mildly,
quite, rather, vaguely | not remotely There is nothing
even remotely amusing about the situation.

anaesthetic roun

e ADJ. general, local

e VERB + ANAESTHETIC administer, give sb He was
given a general anaesthetic. | use The operation was com-
pleted in ten minutes using only local anaesthetic. | have
She had a local anaesthetic to stop the pain. | come round
from, recover from

e ANAESTHETIC + VERB take effect, work The anaes-
thetic began to take effect. | wear off

e PREP. under (an/the)~ It would have to be done under
anaesthetic. without (an/the) ~ They had to operate with-
out anaesthetic.

analogous adj.

e VERBS be

e ADV. closely | directly, exactly | broadly,
The two situations are roughly analogous.

e PREP. to Thecompany isin a position closely analogous
to that of its main rival. with The national debt is analo-
gous with private debt.

roughly

analogy noun

e ADJ. appropriate, apt, useful | close, obvious A close
analogy with the art of singing can be made.

e VERB + ANALOGY draw, make, suggest, use She
drew an analogy between running the economy and a
housewife’s weekly budget.

e ANALOGY + VERB fit, hold The Wild West analogy
does not fit here.

e PREP. by~ (to/with) We can understand this theory by
analogy with human beings. | ~ between She suggested
an analogy between the human heart and a pump. ~ for
The computer is a useful analogy for the brain. ~ with
There is an analogy here with the way an engine works.

e PHRASES argument by/from analogy Argument from
analogy is not always valid.

analyse verb

e ADV. carefully, critically, fully, in depth/detail. pains-



takingly, scientifically, systematically The results must
be analysed indetail.

e VERB + ANALYSE attempt to. try to | be difficult to,
be impossible to The precise reasons for the disaster are
difficult to analyse. | be possible to

analysis noun

e ADJ. careful, close, comprehensive, detailed, in-
depth, systematic, thorough | brief | objective, sub-
jective | comparative, critical, qualitative, quantitative,
statistical, theoretical | cost-benefit, discourse, eco-
nomic, financial, historical, linguistic, strategic, struc-
tural, stylistic

e VERB - ANALYSIS carry out, do, make, perform They
carried out an in-depth analysis of the results. | give He
gave a brief analysis of the present economic situation.

e ANALYSIS -+ VERB indicate sth, show sth Analysis of
the wine showed that it contained dangerous additives.

e PREP. in an/the ~ In his analysis of the novel he dis-
cusses various aspects of the author's own life.

e PHRASES in the final/last analysis In the final analy-
sis, the king’s power was greater than the bishop’s.

analyst noun

e ADJ. leading a leading business analyst | business,
computer, data, financial, industry, investment, market,
military, policy, political. retail, systems

e PREP. ~of Hewasa shrewd analystof players’ strengths
and weaknesses.

=> Note at JOB

anarchy noun

e ADJ. complete, total | near. virtual The high number
of strikes resulted in near anarchy.

e VERB - ANARCHY cause, create, lead to, result in
The defeat of the government would lead to anarchy. | col-
lapse into, descend into, slide into If prices rise the coun-
try could slide into anarchy. | prevent, save sth from The
parties joined forces to save the country from anarchy.

anatomy noun

e ADJ. animal, human | female, male | comparative

e VERB + ANATOMY study studying human anatomy
e PHRASES part of your anatomy (often humorous) He
was hitin a rather sensitive part of his anatomy.

ancestor noun

e ADJ. direct The builder of the manor house is a direct
ancestor of the present owner. | immediate | distant,
early, remote a distant ancestor of mine o Our earliest an-
cestors lived in a world fraught with danger. | common
The two species share a common ancestor. | illustrious
The Romans built these monuments to glorify their illus-
trious ancestors.

e VERB + ANCESTOR be descended from, have, share
A lot of the people there are descended from a common an-
cestor. | trace He can trace his ancestors back to the reign
of James the First.

ancestry noun

e ADJ. common The two species have developed from a
cominon ancestry. | Celtic, French, etc.

e VERB - ANCESTRY claim, have, share She shares a
common ancestry with the Queen. | trace We can trace our
ancestry back to the 16th century.

e ANCESTRY + VERB date/go/reach/stretch back to
The firm claims an ancestry dating back to 1727.

e PHRASES be of French, German, etc. ancestry He is of
Chinese ancestry.

anchor noun

e VERB + ANCHOR cast, drop The ship cast anchor in
the bay. o We dropped anchor off a small island. | raise,
weigh We raised the anchor and set sail. © We weighed an-
chor next morning and sailed south. | lie at, ride at The
ship lay at anchor in the bay.

e PREP. at~theships atanchor in the harbour

anchor verp

e ADV. firmly, securely The crane is securely anchored at
two points.
e PREP. to Theropes wereanchored to the rocks.

ancient adj.

e VERBS be.look
e ADV. extremely. incredibly, very | quite | positively
The man looked positively ancient.

anecdote noun

e ADJ. amusing, entertaining, humorous | personal

e VERB -~ ANECDOTE relate, tell She is good at telling
anecdotes. | exchange, swap

e PREP. ~about We swapped anecdotes about old friends.

angel noun

1 heavenly being
e ADJ. guardian | avenging He liked to think of himself
as an avenging angel fighting for justice. | fallen a book
about anti-heroes and fallen angels
e QUANT. choir, hosta whole host of angels

2 good/kind person
e ADJ. absolute, little Deborah’s children are little
angels. | ministering I could hardly see Lisa in the role of
ministering angel.
e PHRASES be an angel Be an angel and make the tea,
will you? be no angel I'm no angel, but I wouldn’t dream
of doing a thing like that.

anger noun

e ADJ. bitter, black, cold, deep, fierce, great, savage,
terrible | genuine, real | growing, mounting, rising
mounting anger among teachers and parents | sudden |
righteous Catherine appeared in the doorway, shaking
with righteous anger. | controlled. pent-up. suppressed
| popular, public | widespread

e QUANT. burst, fit. outburst He slammed the door in a fit
of anger:

e VERB + ANGER be filled with, feel, shake with, trem-
ble with His eyes were filled with anger. © She was trem-
bling with anger. | express, give vent to, show, vent,
voice Children give vent to their anger in various ways. |
control, hide, suppress It is not healthy to suppress your
anger. | arouse, cause, fill sb with, fuel, provoke, stir up
His words fuelled her anger. | change to, give way to,
turn to His joy soon turned to anger when he heard the full
story.

e ANGER - VERB boil over/up, bubble up, build up,
flare (up), grow, mount, rise, well up Henry stood up, his
anger rising. | abate, drain, evaporate, fade, subside
The anger drained from his face. © Her anger subsided as
quickly as it had flared up.

e PREP. in~ He raised his voice in anger. with ~ His face
was flushed with anger. | ~against her feelings of anger
against the murderer ~at I felt a sudden anger at his sug-
gestion. ~over There is much anger over plans to close the
hospital. ~towards her anger towards her parents

e PHRASES afeeling of anger, in a moment of anger He
had walked out in a moment of anger.



anger 2

anger verb

e ADV. deeply, greatly I was deeply angered by their lack
of concern.

angle noun

1 space between lines/surfaces that meet
e ADJ. acute, oblique, obtuse, right | external, internal
| narrow, sharp, steep The plane started descending at a
steep angle. | shallow, slight, wide The instrument has a
wide angle of view. | awkward, crazy, odd The calf’s legs
were splayed out at awkward angles.
e VERB + ANGLE form. make The vertical line makes
an angle with the horizontal line. | draw Draw a 130°
angle in your exercise books. | adjust. alter, change She
adjusted the angle of the legs to make the table stand more
firmly. | increase, reduce | measure | move through,
rotate through Each joint can move through an angle of
90°.
e PREP. at an ~ The tower of Pisa leans at an angle. |
~between the angle between these two lines

2 position
e ADJ. unusual The subject is considered from an un-
usual angle. | camera The variety of camera angles gives
her photographs interest. | viewing
e VERB + ANGLE consider/look at/see/view sth from
We've looked at the problem from every possible angle but
still haven’t found a solution. ¢ Seeing herself from this
angle, sherealized how like her mother she looked.
e PHRASES angle of vision How you see the building de-
pends on your angle of vision. from all angles You need to
consider the question from all angles.

angry adj.

e VERBS appear, be, feel, look, seem, sound | become,
get, grow | remain, stay She couldn’t stay angry with
him for long. | make sb That man makes me angry every
time I see him.

e ADV. bitterly, extremely, furiously, really, terribly,
very, wildly | a bit, pretty, quite, rather | increasingly |
coldly | suddenly

e PREP. about Local people are very angry about the
plans to close another hospital. at The members of the
group are frustrated and angry at their lack of power. with
1 got terribly angry with him.

anguish noun

e ADJ. bitter, deep, great, real | inner, personal, private
| mental, physical, spiritual

e VERB + ANGUISH cause The loss of a pet can cause
some people real anguish. | experience, feel, suffer He
suffered the anguish of watching his son go to prison.

e PREP. in (sb’s)~ tocry out/groan/scream in anguish ¢
In her anguish, she turned to her father for help. with~ His
mouth felt dry with anguish. | ~at/over his anguish at the
death of his son

e PHRASES a cry/groan/scream of anguish, pain and
anguish All the pain and anguish inside her rose like a
tidal wave.

animal noun

e ADJ. dead, live, living the export of live animals for
slaughter | cold-blooded, warm-blooded | higher,
lower | dumb | stuffed glass cases of stuffed animals |
dangerous | endangered, rare | extinct | social, soli-
tary | tame | feral, stray, wild | exotic | caged,
trapped, wounded (often figurative) He was pacing the
room like a caged animal. | domestic, farm, laboratory,
zoo | forest, land, marine | draught, pack pack animals
such as mules

e VERB + ANIMAL have, keep In court he was banned
from keeping animals. | breed, raise, rear animals bred

incaptivity | tame, train Thisanimal can be trained to fol-
low simple orders. | hunt, trap | butcher, slaughter

e ANIMAL + NOUN life, species | behaviour, instinct |
lover | husbandry | experiments, testing/tests protest-
ing against animal experiments | rights, welfare | fat,
products

e PHRASES the animal kingdom/world the wonders of
the animal kingdom

animosity noun

e ADJ. personal

e VERB + ANIMOSITY bear Despite everything, she bore
her former boss no animosity. | arouse, stir up

e PREP. without~ They managed to discuss their past dis-
agreements without animosity. | ~ between The two ri-
vals for party leadership insist that there is no animosity
between them. ~towards the animosity of some locals to-
wards asylum seekers

ankle noun

e ADJ. bad, broken, injured, sprained, swollen, twisted
| slender, slim, well-turned She has long legs and slender
ankles.

e VERB + ANKLE break, hurt, injure, sprain, turn, twist
e ANKLE + NOUN boots, socks | injury | bone, joint,
ligament

e PHRASES ankle deep in sth We waded through the
river, ankle deep in mud.

annex verb

e ADV. formally The region was formally annexed in
1892. | illegally
e PREP. to Theterritory had been annexed to Poland.

annihilation noun

e ADJ. total | nuclear
e VERB + ANNIHILATION face They were to surrender
immediately or face total annihilation. | threaten

anniversary noun

1 of animportant event
e ADJ. first,second. etc.
e VERB + ANNIVERSARY celebrate, commemorate,
mark They held celebrations to mark the anniversary of
Mozart’s death.
e ANNIVERSARY + VERB be, fall The anniversary of the
founding of the charity falls on 12th November.
e PREP. on an/the~on the 20th anniversary of his death

2 of a wedding
e ADJ. first,second, etc. | wedding
e VERB + ANNIVERSARY celebrate
e PREP. on sb’s~ He bought her a diamond ring on their
tenth wedding anniversary.
e PHRASES adiamond, golden, silver, etc. wedding an-
niversary

announce verb

e ADV. formally, officially, publicly | proudly The com-
pany proudly announced the launch of its new range of
cars.

e VERB + ANNOUNCE be expected to, expect to We ex-
pect to announce details of the scheme later this week. | be
delighted to, be pleased to, be proud to Mr and Mrs
James are pleased to announce the engagement of their
daughter, Henrietta. | regret to We regret to announce the
death of our chairman, Alfred Sidebottom.

announcement noun

e ADJ. formal, official | public | government | dra-
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matic, surprise Baker issued his surprise announcement
in Paris after two hours of talks.

e VERB + ANNOUNCEMENT issue, make We will make
a formal announcement tomorrow. | greet, welcome The
announcement of the ceasefire was greeted with relief

e ANNOUNCEMENT + VERB come The announcement
of further job losses comes at a bad time.

e PREP. in a/the~ In an announcement to Parliament, the
minister said that the peace negotiations would continue. |
~ about an official announcement about the disaster
~by/from an announcement from the prime minister

announcer noun

e ADJ. continuity, radio, sports, station, television/TV
The station announcer warned us that the train was run-
ning late.

= Note atJOB

annoy verb

e ADV. intensely, really His air of calm superiority
annoyed her intensely. ¢ It really annoys me when people
forget to say thank you. | slightly

e VERB + ANNOY be beginning to The wasps were be-
ginning to annoy me.

e PHRASES do sth just/only to annoy sb I only stay out
late to annoy my parents.

annoyance noun

1feeling of being annoyed

e ADJ. deep, great, intense A look of deep annoyance
crossed his face. | obvious She tapped the table with her
pen in obvious annoyance.

e QUANT. flicker A flicker of annoyance crossed his face. |
surge He felt a violent surge of annoyance.

e VERB + ANNOYANCE cause He had been causing an-
noyance to the other guests. | feel I felt some annoyance
when he told me his plans. | express, show She tried not
to show her annoyance. | conceal, hide

e PREP. in~ He shook his head in annoyance. with ~ Her
cheeks flushed with annoyance. | ~at/over, ~with her an-
noyance with him over his failure to cooperate

e PHRASES a look of annoyance There was a look of an-
noyance on his face. a source of annoyance A dog that
barks constantly can be a source of annoyance to the neigh-
bours. (much) to the annoyance of sb. (much) to sb’s
annoyance I dropped out of university, much to the annoy-
ance of my parents.

2 thing that annoys you

e ADJ. minor, petty A leaking roof isjust oneof life’s petty
annoyances!

annoyed adj.

e VERBS be, feel, look, seem, sound | become, get |
make sb His attitude made me extremely annoyed.

e ADV. extremely, really, very | thoroughly | increas-
ingly | faintly, a little, quite, rather, slightly, somewhat |
clearly, obviously

e PREP. about I was a little annoyed about the whole
thing. at We enjoyed the game but were rather annoyed at
being beaten. by I was quite annoyed by her remarks. with
Susan felt slightly annoyed with herself

annoying adj.

e VERBS be, prove | become, get Please stop making
that noise—it’s getting annoying. | make sth | find sth I
found it really annoying not to be able to communicate.

e ADV. extremely, really, very | a bit, mildly, rather

e PREP. to The proposal will probably prove annoying to
opposition MPs.

anonymity noun

e ADJ. complete,total | relative This British author has
chosen to live in relative anonymity on a Pacific island.

e VERB + ANONYMITY ensure, guarantee, preserve.
protect Our company promises to preserve the anonymity
of all its clients. | demand, insist on, prefer, request.
seek Some people prefer the anonymity of life in a big city.

anonymous adj.

e VERBS be | become | remain

e ADV. completely, entirely

e PHRASES prefer/wish to remain anonymous My client
wishes to remain anonymous.

answer noun
1 sth that you say/write/do as a reply

e ADJ. brief, quick, short The short answer to your query
is that he has acted completely illegally. | blunt, direct,
straight I expect a straight answer to a straight question. |
detailed, full, precise | immediate | final | affirmative,
positive | negative | honest, reasonable, sensible |
dusty (= unsatisfactory) I complained to the water com-
pany and received a very dusty answer.

e VERB + ANSWER get, have, receive Did you ever get
an answer to your letter? | demand | wait for | give sb,
offer Please give her your answer, so she can make the ne-
cessary arrangements. & She repeated her question, but he
offered no answer. | guess, know I think youcan guess the
answer—they won’t lend us the money.

e ANSWER + VERB come The answer came in a post-
card she sent from Devon.

e PREP. in~to In answer to your enquiries, I can only say
that we did not find her work of a satisfactory standard. |
~to her answer to his question

2 solution to a problem

e ADJ. easy, instant, ready, simple | clear, clear-cut,
obvious The obvious answer would be to cancel the party.
| logical, reasonable, sensible | adequate, real, satis-
factory | complete, convincing, definitive, effective,
good, long-term, perfect | partial

e VERB + ANSWER have, know We are aware of this
problem, but we do not have the answer. | look for, seek |
arrive at, come up with, find We have arrived at an an-
swer which we hope will satisfy everyone. | give sb, offer,
provide If you want to save time, this machine will provide
the answer:

e PREP ~to Thereis noeasy answer to the problem.

e PHRASES have/know all the answers He’s so arrogant,
hethinks he knows all the answers.

3to questions in a test

e ADJ. acceptable, appropriate, correct, right | incor-
rect, wrong | written This part of the exam requires a
written answer.

e VERB + ANSWER give | guess It’s not worth guessing
the answer, as you may lose marks. | know | print, write
Please print the answers to questions 1 to 9.

e PREP. ~to Doyou know the answer to the question?

answer verb

e ADV. affirmatively, in the affirmative She answered in
the affirmative. | in the negative, negatively | honestly,
truthfully He tried to answer as honestly as he could. |
correctly | fully What he told me does not fully answer the
question of what his motives were. | satisfactorily | eva-
sively | coldly, curtly | calmly | quietly, softly

antagonism noun

e ADJ. great,strong | mutual | class, personal, racial

e VERB + ANTAGONISM feel, have She felt nothing but
antagonism towards her boss. ¢ He seems to have an an-
tagonism to the local people. | express, show | arouse,
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cause, create, lead to, provoke The new rules will create
a lot of antagonism.

e PREP. ~ between the antagonism between the two
brothers ~ tol/towards her antagonism towards her
mother

anthology noun

e VERB - ANTHOLOGY compile, edit, publish, put to-
gether We have put together an anthology of children’s
poetry.

e PREP. in an/the~ Theessay first appeared in an anthol-
0gy of feminist criticism. | ~of

anthropology noun

e ADJ. cultural. social Social anthropology examines
family relationships in detail.
=> Note at SUBJECT (for verbs and nouns)

antibiotic roun

e ADJ. effective

e QUANT. course, dose The doctor put her on a course of
antibiotics.

e VERB + ANTIBIOTIC be on, take Did you remember to
take your antibiotics? | give sb, prescribe, put sb on,
treat sth with The doctor prescribed antibiotics.

anticipate verb

e PHRASES be eagerly/keenly anticipated one of the
most eagerly anticipated arts events of the year be widely
anticipated It is widely anticipated that she will resign.

anticipation noun

e ADJ. great, keen | eager, excited, happy, pleasurable
We look forward to your lecture with eager anticipation. ¢
a feeling of pleasurable anticipation | growing There is
growing anticipation that the prime minister will have to
resign.

e VERB - ANTICIPATION be full of We are full of antici-
pation, and can’t wait to visit you.

e PREP. in~of People are buying extra groceries in antici-
pation of heavy snowstorms.

e PHRASES a feeling/sense of anticipation, a
shiver/thrill of anticipation The unexpected news sent a
thrill of anticipation through the group.

antics noun

e ADJ. amusing, crazy, playful

e VERB + ANTICS get up to, perform The youngsters
got up to all sorts of amusing antics. | enjoy, laugh at,
smile at She was laughing at his antics.

antidote rnoun

1 against poison/disease
e ADJ. effective | natural
e VERB + ANTIDOTE administer, give The doctor ad-
ministered an antidote.
e PREP. ~for Quinine is a natural antidote for this fever.
~to We do not have an effective antidote to this poison.

2thing that takes away the effects of sth unpleasant
e ADJ. effective, good, perfect, powerful
e VERB + ANTIDOTE act as, serve as | offer, provide
The resort offers the perfect antidote to the pressures of
modern life.
e PREP. ~for I think that stricter punishment is the best
antidote for crime. ~to Creative activity serves as an effect-
ive antidote to depression.

antipathy noun

e ADJ. deep, profound, strong, violent | growing, in-

creasing | mutual They have a mutual antipathy to each
other. | personal Despite his personal antipathy to me he
was still able to be polite. | natural a natural antipathy to-
wards people in authority

e VERB + ANTIPATHY feel, have | express, show

e PREP. ~between There was a lot of antipathy between
the two doctors. ~ for his antipathy for his boss ~ to/to-
wards I feel a profound antipathy to using any weapon.

antique noun

e ADJ. fine | genuine | priceless, valuable
e VERB + ANTIQUE collect
e ANTIQUE + NOUN dealer | antiques fair/shop

antiquity noun

1 ancient times
e ADJ. classical, Greek, Roman, etc. legends from Greek
antiquity | late | immemorial, remote
e VERB + ANTIQUITY date from, survive from | be
lost in The origins of this ancient structure are lost in
antiquity.
e PREP. from~ a study of urban life from antiquity to the
present day in~ vases that were manufactured in late clas-
sical antiquity

2 a work of art, etc. from ancient times
e ADJ. classical, Egyptian, Greek, Roman, etc.
e VERB + ANTIQUITY collect He collects Egyptian and
Roman antiguities.

3greatage
e ADJ. considerable, great the considerable antiquity of
the rocks in this region

antiseptic noun

e ADJ. powerful | mild Mint is a mild antiseptic.
e VERB + ANTISEPTIC apply, put on You should put
some antiseptic on that cut.

antithesis noun

e ADJ. complete, exact, very | sharp

e VERB + ANTITHESIS be, represent

e PREP. ~ between the sharp antithesis between their
views ~of The company represented the antithesis of every-
thing he admired.

anxiety noun

e ADJ. acute, considerable, deep, great | chronic, con-
stant, nagging | growing, increasing, mounting | nat-
ural, understandable | needless, unnecessary | public
e QUANT. level the high level of anxiety created by enter-
ing a new environment

e VERB + ANXIETY arouse, bring, cause, create, pro-
voke | lead to | experience, feel, suffer from She feit a
nagging anxiety that could not be relieved. | express,
share The mothers were able to share their anxieties with
each other. | cope with, deal with skills to cope with anx-
iety | allay, alleviate, dispel, reduce, relieve The aim is to
reduce anxiety and help the patients relax. | aggravate,
increase

e ANXIETY + VERB grow The more reports I study the
moremy anxiety grows. | arise (from/out of sth), surface
A few anxieties surfaced during the meeting.

e ANXIETY + NOUN attack | level

e PREP. ~ about her growing anxiety about her health
~ at anxiety at the deterioration of relations between the
powers ~for deep anxiety for the whole family ~over There
are anxieties over the effects of unemployment.

e PHRASES fear and anxiety They wereencouraged to ex-
press their fears and anxieties.
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anxious adj.

e VERBS appear, be, feel, look, seem, sound | become,
get, grow The bus was lateand Sue began to get anxious. |
make sb The delays only made him more anxious.

e ADV. desperately. extremely, very | increasingly She
was watching the clock and becoming increasingly anx-
ious. | a bit. a little. quite, rather, slightly, somewhat |
genuinely | naturally, understandably Final-year stu-
dents are naturally anxious about getting work after
graduation. | unduly There’s no need to get unduly anx-
ious on my account. | suddenly

e PREP. about I'm becoming very anxious about my son.
for We are extremely anxious for her safety.

apartment noun

1afiat
e ADJ. large, spacious | small | comfortable, luxury |
modern | one-bedroomed, two-bedroomed, etc. | stu-
dio | first-floor, second-floor, etc. | basement, pent-
house | holiday, self-catering
e VERB - APARTMENT buy | lease. rent We will be
renting the apartment for a year. | live in. share, stay in /
share an apartment with two friends. | look for I'm look-
ing for an apartment on the east side of the city. | find |
move into/out of
e APARTMENT + NOUN block,
house high-rise apartment blocks
2 apartments set of rooms

e ADJ. private, royal, state the private apartments of the
imperial family

building, complex,

apathy noun

e ADJ. general, widespread | political, public

e VERB ~ APATHY suffer from | fall into, sink into
Once defeated, he sank into apathy. | lead to Such atti-
tudes can only lead to apathy.

e PREP. ~ among widespread apathy among students
~towards a general apathy towards politics

apologetic ad;.

e VERBS be, feel, look, sound

e ADV. profusely, very | almost Barney sounded almost
apologetic. | faintly, slightly, vaguely | suitably I zope
she was suitably apologetic afterwards.

e PREP. about He was profusely apologetic about the mis-
take. for She was apologetic for taking so long.

apologize verb

e ADV. sincerely | profusely He apologized profusely for
the damage he had caused. | humbly I do apologize most
humbly. | publicly

e VERB + APOLOGIZE oughtto, should | wantto, wish
to, would like to 7 would like to apologize most sincerely
forany embarrassment caused.

e PREP. for She apologized for being late. | to He
apologized to his colleagues.

e PHRASES | do/must apologize I must apologize for
cancelling our meeting at such short notice.

apology noun

e ADJ. abject, humble, profuse It was a mistake. My pro-
fuse apologies. | heartfelt, profound, sincere | full | for-
mal | public | written

e VERB + APOLOGY convey, give sb, issue, make,
offer (sb), publish, send (sb) The newpaper has issued an
apology to the minister. | get, receive | demand, de-
serve, expect We expect a full written apology. | owe sb
She certainly owes you an apology. | mumble, murmur,
mutter John muttered an apology then went back to his

book. | accept Please accept my sincere apologies. | re-
ject She rejected my apology, saying it was not enough.

e PREP. without~ He backed out arrogantly and without
apology. | ~foran apology for arriving late ~from Apolo-
gies have been received from the Browns. ~to my apologies
to your wife

e PHRASES a letter of apology, make no apol-
ogy/apologies for I make no apologies for bringing this
issue to your attention once again.

appalling aqj.

e VERBS be, look, sound
e ADV. really,truly | absolutely, the most, quite, utterly
They had to wait for hours in the most appalling weather.

apparatus noun

e ADJ. breathing, chemical, electrical, experimental,
laboratory, scientific | administrative, bureaucratic,
legal, party, security, state the state’s powerful security
apparatus

e QUANT. piece a very sophisticated piece of laboratory
apparatus

e PHRASES the apparatus of government/(the) state

apparent adj.

e VERBS be, seem | become It soon became apparent
that the company was losing money. | make sth He made
it apparent that he was very annoyed.

e ADV. glaringly, strongly, very | fully, quite | increas-
ingly | all too His unhappiness was all too apparent. |
quickly, soon | immediately, instantly The extent of
their injuries was not immediately apparent. | easily,
readily | clearly | painfully Local suspicion of the
incomers was painfully apparent.

e PREP. to His lack of experience was quite apparent to
everyone.

appeal noun

1 serious request for sth you need/want very much
e ADJ. desperate, emergency, emotional, urgent | dir-
ect | fresh, further a fresh appeal for witnesses to come
forward | mute She gazed at him in mute appeal.
e VERB +~ APPEAL issue, make They made a direct ap-
peal to the government for funding.
e PREP. ~foranappealfor help ~to an appeal to reason

2 formal request to sb in authority

e ADJ. formal, personal

e VERB + APPEAL bring, file, lodge, make He’s lodged
anappeal against the size of thefine. | win | lose | allow
(formal). consider, hear The judge has agreed to allow his
appeal. & The court will hear the appeal on 10 June. | up-
hold His appeal was upheld and he was released immedi-
ately. | deny, dismiss, reject, throw out, turn down

e APPEAL + VERB fail | succeed

e APPEAL + NOUN court, tribunal | hearing | judge |
procedure, process, system

e PREP. on~ On appeal, it was held that the judge was
correct. under~ a case currently under appeal | ~against
an appeal against his conviction of fraud ~for an appeal
for leniency ~to an appeal to the High Court

¢ PHRASES a courtof appeal, give/grant sb leave to ap-
peal, grounds of appeal, pending appeal The players
have been suspended pending appeal. a right of appeal
You have the right of appeal to the Consitutional Court.

3 event for raising money

e ADJ. charity, fund-raising | radio, television

e VERB + APPEAL hold, launch An appeal is to be
launched on behalf of the refugees. | back, support

e APPEAL + VERB raise sth The radio appeal raised
over three million pounds.

e APPEAL + NOUN fund
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4 attraction/interest
e ADJ. considerable, great, growing, obvious, power-
ful, special, strong | immediate, instant the book’s im-
mediate apeal to young children | limited, little | broad,
mass, popular, universal, wide a publication designed for
mass appeal | aesthetic, commercial, electoral, intellec-
tual, sex, visual Unfortunately, the film lacks commercial
appeal.
e VERB + APPEAL have, hold His views hold no appeal
for me. | broaden, extend, widen We are trying to broad-
en the appeal of classical music. | lose
e APPEAL - VERB lie in sth His considerable appeal lies
in his quiet, gentle manner.
e PREP ~for School lost its appeal for her in the second
year.

appeal verb

1 make serious request for sth
e ADV. directly He went over the heads of union officials,
appealing directly to the workforce.
e PREP. for,to Police have appealed to the public for infor-
mation about the crime.

2to sb in authority
e ADV. succesfully, unsuccessfully | directly
e PREP. against She appealed unsuccessfully against her
conviction for murder. to He has decided to appeal to the
European Court.

3 be attractive/interesting to sb
e ADV. enormously, really, strongly The prospect of
teaching such bright children appealed enormously. o The
idea of retiring early really appeals to me. | directly
e PREP. to These characters will appeal directly to chil-
dren’s imaginations.

appealing adj.

e VERBS be, look, seem, sound | make sth The large
salary made their offer even more appealing to him. | find
sth Ifind his manner very appealing.

e ADV. enormously, extremely, very | quite, rather |
immediately

e PREP. to These toys are not immediately appealing to
children.

appear verb

1 come into sight
e ADV. suddenly A man suddenly appeared in the door-
way. | from nowhere A police officer appeared as if from
nowhere and ordered us to halt.

2 perform in public
e ADV. currently
e PREP. at She is currently appearing at the Liverpool
Playhouse.
e PHRASES appear on television She regularly appears
on television.

3in court
e PREP. at He will appear at Manchester Crown Court
next week.
e PHRASES appear before a court/judge/magistrate
The man will appear before magistrates in Birmingham
later today. appear in court A man has appeared in court
charged with the murder of seven women.

appearance noun

1 way that sb/sth looks
e ADJ. attractive, handsome, youthful | distinctive,
odd, strange, striking | dishevelled, scruffy, unkempt,
unprepossessing | external, general, outward, overall,
personal, physical, visual attempts to improve the gen-
eral appearance of the town centre o attention to personal
appearance and hygiene

e VERB + APPEARANCE have Inside, the house had the
appearance of a temple. | take on Towns merged to take
on the appearance of a city. | give The report gives an ap-
pearance of scientific credibility. | alter, change Shaving
off his beard changed his appearance dramatically. | en-
hance, improve | keep up When she lost all her money,
she was determined to keep up appearances (= hide the
true situation and pretend that everything was going
well). | judge (sb/sth) by To judge by appearances, Roger
was rather embarrassed.

e PREP. contrary to~s, despite ~s The American presi-
dent, despite appearances, has only limited power. in~ ra-
ther bird-like in appearance

2 arrival of sb/sth
e ADJ. dramatic, sudden, surprise, unexpected | brief
e VERB + APPEARANCE make, put in She made a sud-
den appearance just as we were about to leave. < I feel I
must put in at least a brief appearance at the party.

3 act of appearing in public
e ADJ. first, second, etc. her first appearance on the
stage | final, last | frequent, occasional, rare, regular |
live, personal | public | cameo, guest | court, radio,
stage, television/TV one of the actor’s rare television
appearances
e VERB + APPEARANCE make She made a cameo ap-
pearancein thefilm.
e APPEARANCE + NOUN money (Sport)

appendicitis noun

e ADJ. acute | suspected

e QUANT. case

e VERB + APPENDICITIS have | get | diagnose
= Special page at ILLNESS

appendix noun

e ADJ. burst, grumbling (= painful from time to time),
inflamed, perforated, ruptured He was taken to hospital
with a burst appendix.

e VERB - APPENDIX remove, take out Doctors had to
take out his appendix. | have out She might have to have
her appendix out.

e APPENDIX + VERB burst, rupture If the condition is
not treated, the appendix can rupture.

appetite noun

1 desire for food
e ADJ. big, enormous, gargantuan, good, healthy,
hearty, huge, insatiable, large, ravenous special double-
decker sandwiches for big appetites | poor, small The
symptoms of depression can include poor appetite and
weight loss. ¢ I have always had a small appetite. | jaded
magnificent meals to tempt the most jaded appetites
e VERB + APPETITE have She had no appetite and
began to lose weight. | lose | build up, develop, work up
I went for a walk to work up an appetite for breakfast. |
get back, regain After a week she had regained her appe-
tite. | give sb All that digging has given me an appetite. |
give an edge to, increase The cold air had given an edge
to my appetite. | control, curb, suppress (technical), take
away, take the edge off Some drugs can suppress the ap-
petite. | ruin, spoil This is something you can eat between
meals without ruining your appetite. | satisfy This meal
will satisfy even the healthiest appetite.
e APPETITE + VERB grow, increase | come back, re-
turn His appetite has returned to normal.
e PHRASES a lack of appetite, a loss of appetite The
symptoms include aching limbs and loss of appetite.

2 strong desire for sth
e ADJ. enormous, great, huge, insatiable, voracious an
insatiable appetite for books | public The BBC recognizes
the public appetite for serious information. | sexual
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e VERB + APPETITE have | lose | give sb | increase,
revive, whet Reading the first story whetted my appetite
JSormore. | dull | satisfy

e APPETITE + VERB grow,increase

e PREP. ~for His appetite for power had grown.

applaud verp

1 clap your hands
e ADV. loudly The audience applauded loudly.

2 praise sb/sth
e ADV. strongly, warmly The decision to save the com-
pany has been warmly applauded.
e PHRASES is to be applauded, should be applauded
His efforts to help people should be applauded.

applause noun

e ADJ. deafening, loud, thunderous, tumultuous | en-
thusiastic. rapturous, warm, wild | prolonged, sus-
tained | spontaneous a little burst of spontaneous ap-
plause | gentle, muted, polite 7o muted applause a small
flag was raised over the building.

e QUANT. burst, ripple, roar, round The crowd gave them
around of applause.

e VERB + APPLAUSE be greeted with, draw, earn, get,
receive, win The speech drew loud applause. | break into,
burst into The audience broke into applause. | acknow-
ledge She stood back and acknowledged the applause of
thecrowd. | deserve He deserves the respect and applause
of his colleagues.

e APPLAUSE + VERB break out, greet sb/sth A great
roar of applause broke out. o Wild applause greeted this re-
mark. | grow | die away/down, subside The applause
died down as the curtain closed.

e PREP. to ~ He left the stage to thunderous applause. |
~for There was a ripple of applause for the speaker:

apple noun

e ADJ. sweet | sharp, sour, tart Add some sugar to the
stewed apple—it’s still a bit tart. | juicy | cider, cooking,
dessert, eating | windfall | baked | bruised The apples
were all bruised after being dropped on the floor.

e VERB + APPLE bite into, eat, munch (on) He just sat
there munching onanapple. | core, grate, peel

e APPLE + NOUN crumble, pie | core, pip | tree

=> Special page at FRUIT

appliance noun

e ADJ. modern | faulty | electrical, gas | cooking.
heating | domestic, household, kitchen | surgical

e VERB + APPLIANCE switch on, turn on | switch off,
turn off Always switch off appliances that are not in use. |
run, use Many household appliances are expensive to run.
| maintain, service

applicable ad;.

e VERBS be, prove, seem new developments in research
that could prove directly applicable to the treatment of
some cancers | become | make sth

e ADJ. broadly, generally, widely | universally | dir-
ectly | immediately | equally The rules have now been
made equally applicable to all members. | easily, readily
The theory does not seem easily applicable in this case.

e PREP. for The offer isonly applicable for journeys made
during the week. to The law is applicable to everyone.

applicant noun

e ADJ. potential, prospective | suitable, suitably quali-
fied Grant payments will be made to suitable applicants. |
unsuitable | lucky, successful | disappointed, unsuc-

cessful Unsuccessful applicants may appeal against the
decision. | job | asylum, refugee

e VERB + APPLICANT attract The advertisement at-
tracted a number of applicants. | shortlist Eighteen ap-
plicants were shortlisted. | interview | appoint, select |
reject, turn away/down

e APPLICANT - VERB apply All applicants should ap-
ply inwriting.

e PREP. ~for There were over fifty applicants for the job.

application noun

1 written request
e ADJ. formal, written | successful I am pleased to tell
you that your application for the post of Assistant Editor
has been successful. | unsuccessful | job, membership,
patent, planning, etc. All planning applications should
be submitted to the local council.
e VERB - APPLICATION file, lodge, make, send in,
submit The applicant must file a written application to the
court. | withdraw | consider, examine, process, screen
It takes time to process each application. | invite Applica-
tions are invited for the post of Lecturer in French. | grant
(law) His application for bail was granted. | refuse (law),
reject, turn down
® APPLICATION + NOUN form
e PREP. by~ (formal) Admission is obtained by written
application. on~ A permit is available on application to
the company. | ~for an application for a new licence ~to
an application to the local authority

2 practical use
e ADJ. practical What are the practical applications of
this work? | general The program is designed for general
application. | wide | agricultural, industrial

3 computing
e ADJ. client-server, database, multimedia, software
e VERB + APPLICATION run You can run several appli-
cations at the same time. | develop
e APPLICATION + VERB run
= Special page at COMPUTER

apply verp

1 be relevant
e ADV. equally These principles apply equally in all
cases.
e PREP to Theserestrictionsdo not apply to us.
e PHRASES the same applies British companies are sub-
Jject to international laws and the same applies to com-
panies in Europe.

2 put/spread on a surface
e ADV. directly | evenly | freely | sparingly Apply the
insecticide sparingly.
e PREP. over Apply the glue evenly over both surfaces. to
Never apply the cleaning liquid directly to the surface.

appointment roun

1agreement to meet sb
e ADJ. important, pressing, urgent | first, initial |
follow-up | business | dental, hair | hospital, outpa-
tient The hospital needs to allow more time for outpatient
appointments.
e VERB + APPOINTMENT have | arrange. book, fix,
make I'd like to make an appointment to see the doctor;
please. | get Ididn’t know if I would get an appointment
at such short notice. | give sb Tom has been given an ap-
pointment at the local hospital. | keep He failed to keep
his appointment. | break, miss She has already broken
three appointments. | cancel
e PREP. by ~ Viewing is only allowed by appointment.
with/without an ~ He called without an appointment. |
~with an appointment with a doctor

2 job/position
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e ADJ. permanent, temporary | senior | academic,
cabinet, court, diplomatic, ecclesiastical, executive,
government, judicial, military, ministerial, political,
public, university

e VERB + APPOINTMENT hold Employees may not hold
any other appointments. | give sb, offer sb He was offered
an appointment in the Education Department. | accept |
obtain | take up He takes up his appointment in January.
| resign Miss Green resigned her appointment as our re-
gional representative. | secure By reorganizing the
church hierarchy, the king was able to secure the appoint-
ment of men whom he personally favoured.

3 choosing sb for job
e ADJ. key Thecompany has announced five key appoint-
ments at its Teesside plant. | formal, official | staff
e VERB - APPOINTMENT make | announce | confirm
The board has confirmed the appointment of Howard
Kendall as Sales Manager.
e PREP. to thefirstappointments to the new government

appraisal noun

e ADJ. detailed, full, thorough A detailed appraisal of
the scheme will now be carried out. | frank, honest, real-
istic | independent | critical | economic, financial |
project | performance, staff, teacher a formal system of
performance appraisal

e VERB + APPRAISAL carry out, give, make He was
asked to give an independent appraisal. ¢ She made a
quick appraisal of the other guests.

e APPRAISAL + NOUN interview We are holding staff
appraisal interviews.

appreciate verb

1 recognize good qualities
e ADV. really | fully, properly The sound quality was
poor so we couldn’t fully appreciate the music.

2 be grateful
e ADV. deeply, greatly, really, very much We do really
appreciate your help.

3understand
o ADV. fully, properly I fully appreciate your concern. We
will do all in our power to help. | easily. readily The prob-
lems should be easily appreciated.
e VERB - APPRECIATE fail to The government failed to
appreciate the fact that voters were angry.
e PHRASES be generally/widely appreciated It is gener-
ally appreciated that the rail network needs a complete
overhaul.

appreciation noun

1 understanding and enjoyment of sth
e ADJ. deep, fine, great.real | aesthetic
e VERB + APPRECIATION have They have little appreci-
ation of thearts. | show | cultivate, develop, gain I have
now developed an appreciation of poetry.
e PREP. in~ She gazed in appreciation at the scene.

2feeling of being grateful for sth
e ADJ. deep, genuine, heartfelt
e VERB + APPRECIATION express, show [ would liketo
express my appreciation and thanks to you all.
e PREP. in~(of) I'll be sending them a donation in appre-
ciation of their help. with ~ ‘Thank you,” she murmured,
with heartfelt appreciation. | ~for his appreciation for all
the work she had done
e PHRASES a lack of appreciation, (as) a token of your
appreciation As a token of our appreciation we would like
to offer you this small gift.

3 understanding of what sth involves
e ADJ. better, clear, deep, full, great, keen, real, wider |
growing There is a growing appreciation of the need for
change.

e VERB + APPRECIATION have | gain The course
helped me to gain a deeper appreciation of what scientific
research involves.

e PREP. ~of She had no appreciation of the difficulties we
were facing.

apprehension noun

e ADJ. considerable, great, growing | sudden

e VERB + APPREHENSION be filled with, be full of, feel
They werefilled with apprehension as they approached the
building. | express, show | overcome | cause The
change in the law has caused apprehension among many
people. | allay How can I allay your apprehensions?

e APPREHENSION + VERB grow There were still areas
of doubt and her apprehension grew.

e PREP. with ~ School reports are always received with
some apprehension. | ~ about/over her apprehension
about being in hospital ~ at She felt some apprehension at
the thought of seeing him again. ~for There is great appre-
hension for the future.

e PHRASES afeeling/look of apprehension

apprehensive adj.

e VERBS be, feel, look, seem, sound | become, get,
grow | remain | make sb The long delay had made me
quite apprehensive.

e ADV. deeply, extremely, very | a bit, a little, quite, ra-
ther, slightly

e PREP. about She was deeply apprehensive about her fu-
ture. of He was rather apprehensive of failure.

approach noun

1 way of dealing with sb/sth
e ADJ. conventional, orthodox, traditional | alterna-
tive, different, fresh, new, novel We need to try alternative
approaches to the problem. | cautious, conservative |
creative. innovative | flexible | direct, no-nonsense,
positive, practical, pragmatic, problem-solving, ration-
al, useful | indirect | formal | informal | right | wrong
| analytical, scientific, structured, systematic theor-
etical, | holistic, integrated | basic, general | objective
| simplistic
e VERB + APPROACH have Some teachers have a more
formal approach to teaching. | adopt. develop, take, try,
use We need to adopt a more pragmatic approach. | fa-
vour, prefer She favoured the direct approach.
e PREP. ~toIliked her approach to the problem

2 act of coming nearer
e VERB + APPROACH make The aircraft had to make a
Steep approach to the landing strip.
e PREP. atthe~of The children fell silent at the approach
of their teacher: with the ~ of The weather turned colder
with the approach of autumn. | ~to The plane crashed
during its approach to the runway.

3 discussion with sb in order to ask them for sth
e VERB + APPROACH make | have, receive
e PREP. ~from We've received an approach from the dir-
ector of arival firm. ~to We'll have to make an approach to
the managing director.

approach verb

1 come nearer
e ADV. slowly | cautiously, warily, with caution
e PREP. from Thearmy approached from the south.

2 come nearer in time
e ADV. fast, rapidly The time is fast approaching when we
will have to replace these old machines.

3 speak to sb, usually to ask for sth
e ADV. directly It’s best to approach her directly.
e VERB + APPROACH be easy to | be difficult to She
found her father difficult to approach.
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e PREP. about Have you approached John about doing a
concert?for I approached the bank for a loan.

4 come close in amount/quality/style
e ADV. closely Here Wordsworth’s verse movement close-
ly approaches that of Gray. | not nearly, not remotely
There is no other player even remotely approaching her
calibre.

appropriate adj.

e VERBS be, seem | consider sth, deem sth, think sth
It was thought appropriate to award her the prize.

e ADV. extremely, very | entirely, quite

e PREP. for It might be appropriate for him to attend the
course. to Tutors can construct tests appropriate to indi-
vidual students’ needs.

approval noun

e ADJ. full, total, unqualified, warm, wholehearted The
scheme did not meet unqualified approval. | grudging,
qualified | general, overwhelming, popular, public,
unanimous, universal, widespread | final, initial, pre-
liminary, prior All development requires the prior approv-
al of the planning authority. | tacit | written | formal,
official | government, parliamentary, royal

e VERB + APPROVAL need, require | seek, submit sth
for We have submitted a design for approval. | gain, get,
meet with, obtain, receive, win You are not allowed to
build anything without first obtaining the approval of the
local authority. | give, grant The government has now
given its approval for the new examinations. | refuse,
withhold | express, nod, show The people listening nod-
ded approval.

e PREP. on~ Thegoods were supplied on approval (= they
could be sent back if they were not satisfactory). with ~
Jane’s father regards her fiancé with approval. with/with-
out sb’'s ~ You may not decorate the flat without the land-
lord's approval. | ~for He won approval for his project.
~from We’re waiting for approval from the authorities.

e PHRASES a nod of approval She gave him a nod of ap-
proval. a roar of approval There was a roar of approval
from the crowd. a seal/stamp of approval The govern-
ment has given its seal of approval to the project. subject
to approval The offer is subject to approval at the Annual
General Meeting.

approve verb

1like sb/sth
e ADV. heartily. strongly, thoroughly, very much,
wholeheartedly I wholeheartedly approve of his actions.
e PREP. of Ivery much approve of these new tests.

2 agree to sth
o ADV. formally, officially His appointment has not been
Jormally approved yet. | overwhelmingly, unanimously

approximation noun

e ADJ. close, good, nearest, reasonable This is the
nearest approximation of cost that they can give us. |
crude, rough This is only a crude approximation of the ac-
tual conditions in the area.

e VERB - APPROXIMATION make We do not have the
true figures so we will have to make some approximations.
| give (sb). provide (sb with)

April noun

=> Note at MONTH

aptitude noun

e ADJ. great, natural. special He has a natural aptitude
for this work.

e VERB + APTITUDE have | display, show children
who show an aptitude for sport
e APTITUDE + NOUN test

e PREP. ~foran aptitude for mathematics

Arabic noun

e ADJ. classical, modern
e ARABIC + NOUN script
=> Note at LANGUAGE

arbitrary adj.

e VERBS be, seem

e ADV. completely, entirely, purely. quite. wholly | fair-
ly, rather, somewhat, to some extent The decision is to
some extent arbitrary. | essentially | apparently

arbitration noun

e ADJ. binding Both sides have agreed that the arbitra-
tion will be binding. | independent, international

e VERB + ARBITRATION agree to, go to, refer sth to,
submit (sth) to, take sth to Both parties agreed to inde-
pendent arbitration. o The matter will go to arbitration. |
determine sth by, settle sth by The matter will be settled
by arbitration.

¢ ARBITRATION + NOUN procedure, scheme, service,
system

arc rnoun

e ADJ. great, high, long, sweeping, wide firing shells in
a high arcover our heads | perfect

e VERB + ARC describe (technical), form, make form-
ing a perfect arcin the sky

e PREP. in an~ The islands lie in a wide arc just off the
mainland.

arch rnoun

e ADJ. pointed. round, semi-circular | brick, iron, ma-
sonry, stone | monumental, triumphal | Gothic, Ro-
manesque, etc. | proscenium, railway an old theatre
with a proscenium arch ¢ Mean little houses clustered
under the railway arches.

e VERB + ARCH build, erect This huge triumphal arch
was erected at the beginning of this century. | form, make
The branches of the trees formed an arch over the bench.

e PREP. beneath an/the ~, through an/the ~, under
an/the~ We rode under the arch.

archaeologist noun

e ADJ. amateur, professional

e ARCHAEOLOGIST + VERB excavate sth | dig sth up,
discover sth, find sth, uncover sth, unearth sth ex-
amples of life thousands of years ago, unearthed by
archaeologists

= Note at JOB

archaeology roun

e ADJ. Anglo-Saxon, classical, medieval, etc. | envir-
onmental, industrial, marine, underwater
= Note at SUBJECT (for verbs and nouns)

archbishop noun

e ADJ. Anglican, Roman Catholic

e VERB ~ ARCHBISHOP be appointed (as), become, be
consecrated, be enthroned (as), be made, succeed sb
as He was enthroned as archbishop in Canterbury Cath-
edral in 1980.

e PREP. ~of He was made Archbishop of Milan.
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architect noun

e ADJ. famous, great, leading, talented | church, city,
landscape, naval, railway

e ARCHITECT -~ VERB design sth, draw up plans (for
sth) The house was designed by architect Louis Kahn.

=> Note at PROFESSIONAL (for more verbs)

architecture noun

cern/difficulty We are generally pleased with how the
scheme is operating but there are one or two areas of con-
cern. an area of interest/research/study

4 measurement

e ADJ. large | small | total | floor, surface A large
building with a floor area of 100m’.

e VERB + AREA cover, have The estate covers an area of
106 acres.

1 style/design of a building arena noun

e ADJ. classical, medieval, modern | vernacular |
Gothic, Romanesque, etc. | church, domestic, ecclesi-
astical, landscape, naval, railway

e PHRASES aschool/style of architecture

=> Note at SUBJECT (for verbs and nouns)

2 design and structure of a computer system
e ADJ. client-server, hardware, network, processing,
processor, software, system

archive noun

e ADJ. extensive | electronic, film, photo/photograph-
ic, sound The programme is preserved in the BBC sound
archives. | company, corporate, county, family, local,
national, official, personal, private, state

e VERB + ARCHIVE build up, create, set up collecting
documents to build up an archive | house, keep, main-
tain the person responsible for keeping the archives o the
building which houses the state archives | hold sth in.
keep sth in, preserve sth in The data is now held in the
company archives. | consult, examine, look through

1 for sports/entertainment

e ADJ. Olympic | showjumping, sports | indoor

e VERB + ARENA enter | leave He left the arena to loud
applause.

e PREP. in/into an/the~ The rider has to halt the horse in
thearena.

2 area of activity

e ADJ. international, world | wider Trades unions are
active both in individual workplaces and in the wider
arena of the state. | public | commercial, political |
competitive

e VERB + ARENA provide The conference should pro-
vide an arena for marketing our new products. | emerge
into, enter, move into Some documents have now emerged
into the public arena. ¢ He had no desire to enter the polit-
ical arena.

e PREP. in/within an/the ~ The company has been very
successful in the commercial arena. outside an/the ~ I
want to work outside the arena of competition.

e ARCHIVE + VERB contain sth, hold sth argue verb

e ARCHIVE + NOUN collection | film, footage archive

foortage of the victory celebrations | material 1disagree

e PREP. among/amongst the ~s There are many clues
hidden amongst the archives of the local museum. from
an/the ~ some photographs from the library’s archives in
an/the~ No record of this letter exists in the archives.

e ADV. fiercely, furiously, heatedly | endlessly

e PREP. about arguing endlessly about money over They
were arguing over who should have the car that day. with
She’s always arguing with her mother.

2 give reasons to support opinion

area noun

1 part of place
e ADJ. huge, large, vast, wide | small | local She knows
the local area very well. | surrounding The storms hit Ed-
inburgh and the surrounding area. | central | geo-
graphical | isolated, outlying, remote | rural | built up,
inner-city, metropolitan, urban | industrial | residen-
tial | coastal, mountain | conservation | deprived
people living in socially deprived areas
e VERB + AREA live in | move into/to A lot of new
people have moved into the area recently. | leave, move
away from | cover | be scattered over, be spread over
Wreckage from the plane was scattered over a large area.
e AREA + NOUN manager, office
e PREP. in an/the~ Few homes in the area had electricity.
outside an/the ~ I live outside the London area. within
an/the~ | ~around/round the area around London

e ADV. forcefully, passionately, strongly | convincing-
ly, persuasively, plausibly, successfully The report ar-
gues convincingly that economic help should be given to
these countries. | sensibly

e VERB + ARGUE be disposed to, wish to [ would wish
to argue that appreciation of the arts should be encour-
aged for its own sake. | be prepared to Are you prepared
to argue that killing is sometimes justified? | attempt to,
try to | go on to In her paper she goes on to argue that sci-
entists do not yet know enough about the nature of the dis-
ease. | be possible to It is possible to argue that the rules
aretoo strict. | be difficult to

e PREP. against She argued against a rise in interest
rates. for The general argued for extending the ceasefire. in
favour of They argued in favour of stricter punishments.

argument noun

2 space 1 angry discussion

e ADJ. dining, lounge, reception | picnic, play | no
smoking, smoking | penalty
e PREP. in an/the~ I'll meet you in the reception area.

3 subject/activity

e ADJ. important, key, main | complex, difficult, prob-
lem, sensitive Taxation is a very complex area. | growth
The big growth area of recent years has been in health
clubs. | subject | grey The proposals contain too many
grey areas (= aspects that are not clear).

e VERB + AREA cover The course covers two main sub-
Ject areas. | identify The primary need is to identify prob-
lem areas.

e ADJ. angry, bitter, heated, violent | big 7 had a big ar-
gument with my mother this morning. | little, silly, stupid
e VERB + ARGUMENT become/get involved in, get
into, have I don’t want to get into an argument with her. |
cause, provoke, start | lose, win I was determined to win
the argument.

e ARGUMENT + VERB arise, break out, develop, erupt
Minutes later a violent argument erupted.

e PREP. ~ about We had an argument about what we
should buy. ~between an argument between her parents
~over The argument over decentralization will probably
continue for ever. ~with an argument with his wife

e PREP. in an/the~ There have been some exciting newde- 2 reason supporting opinion

velopments in this area.
e PHRASES an area of activity/life People with this dis-
ability can cope well in most areas of life. an area of con-

e ADJ. basic, general | main | good. major, powerful,
sound, strong, valid | compelling, conclusive, convin-
cing, persuasive | plausible Their argument sounds
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plausible butisitreallyvalid? | spurious, tenuous, weak
| balanced | logical, rational, reasoned | economic,
moral, political, theoretical

e VERB - ARGUMENT advance, deploy, offer, present,
put forward He put forward some very convincing argu-
ments. | develop This argument is developed further in
the next chapter. | illustrate, support, underline Do you
have any evidence to support your argument? | consider,
hear, listen to | accept, agree with | dismiss, reject The
company dismissed his arguments asalarmist. | counter,
refute She tried to think how to refute the argument on
moral grounds.

e ARGUMENT + VERB be based on sth The govern-
ment’s argument is always based on how much such a
scheme would cost. | go, run Centralized government, so
the argument goes, is too far removed from the problems of
ordinary citizens. | apply (for sth) The same argument
applies to fox-hunting. | justify sth | suggest sth These
arguments suggest that the medical establishment had an
interest in suppressing the research.

e PREP. ~against theargumentsagainstincreasing taxes
~concerning arguments concerning the nature of moral-
ity ~ for There is a very good argument for increasing
spending on education. ~in favour of What are the argu-
ments in favour of change?

e PHRASES all/both sides of an argument He was able to
see both sides of the argument. a flaw in the argument I
can see no flaw in the argument as she has just explained
it. a line of argument I can see a few problems with this
line of argument.

arise verb

e ADV. naturally, spontaneously | directly

e VERB + ARISE may, might | be likely/unlikely to

e PREP. from Some learning difficulties arise from the
way children are taught at school. out of The current de-
bate arose out of the concerns of parents.

aristocracy noun

e ADJ. British, French,
local
e PHRASES a member of the aristocracy

etc. | landed, landowning |

arithmetic noun

e ADJ. basic,simple | mental a test of mental arithmetic
e VERB - ARITHMETIC do Bytheageoften, thechildren
can do simple arithmetic. | check I've worked out the
price, but I need to check the arithmetic.

arm noun

e ADJ. left, right | upper the muscles of the upper arm |
strong | good He used his good arm to support his
weight. | bad, broken, weak, withered I've got a bad arm
so P'm afraid I can’t help you. | open (often figurative),
outstretched They’re sure to welcome you with open arms.
| bare

e VERB + ARM bend, move | lower, raise The figure in
the boat raised an arm. | break, dislocate, hurt, twist |
hold out, open, stretch out He held out his arms with a
broad smile. | cross, fold She folded her arms and stared
at him. | link The couple linked arms and set off along the
beach. | wave He was running towards them, waving his
arms. | catch (at), catch hold of, grab, take A hand
reached out and caught hold of her arm. ¢ She moved to-
wards her father and took his arm. | grip, hold, squeeze,
touch | fall into They fell into each other’s arms. |
draw/gather/pull sb into, take sb in He pulled her into his
arms and kissed her. | hold sb in

e ARM + VERB drop | hang His arm hung awkwardly
aguainst his side. | tighten Her arms tightened convulsive-
ly round the child.

e PREP. by the ~ The officer grabbed him by the arm (=
grabbed his arm). in sb’s ~ The child lay in its mother's
arms. on the ~ She touched him gently on the arm. on
your ~ Lucy felt the warm sun on her bare arms. ¢ He
walked in with a tall blonde on his arm (= next to him and
holding his arm). under an/your ~ She carried the dog
under one arm.

e PHRASES arm in arm They walked along arm in arm
(= with the arm of one person linked with the arm of the
other), at arm’s length He held the dirty rag at arm’s
length (= as far away from his body as possible). the
crook of an/sb’s arm She lay curled up in the crook of his
arm. fling/put/throw, etc. your arms around/round
sb/sth He ran towards her and flung his arms around her.
& He put an arm around her shoulders. in each other’s
arms They fell asleep in each other’s arms (= holding each
other). with arms akimbo (= with your arms bent and
your hands on your hips) She stood looking at him with
armsakimbo.

armaments noun

e ADJ. conventional, nuclear
e VERB + ARMAMENTS manufacture, produce
e ARMAMENTS + NOUN factory, industry, production

armchair noun

e ADJ. big, deep, large | comfortable, comfy | bat-
tered, old, worn | leather, upholstered, wicker. wooden
e VERB + ARMCHAIR be seated in, be slumped in, be
sprawled in, sitin | collapse into, flop into, throw your-
self into | curl up in, ease yourself into, settle into He
eased himself into the big armchair.

armed cad;.

e VERBS be

e ADV. heavily, well | lightly | fully

e PREP. with The soldiers were all armed with automatic
rifles.

armistice noun

e VERB + ARMISTICE ask for, call for, seek | negoti-
ate, work out | agree to, sign
e PREP. ~with to sign anarmistice with the Americans

armour noun

e ADJ. full, heavy | light | body the police should be pro-
tected by body armour. | protective

e VERB + ARMOUR have on, wear | put on, take off |
penetrate, pierce An arrow had pierced his armour.

e PREP. in~warriorsinfullarmour

e PHRASES a suit of armour He wore a suit of heavy ar-
mour and carried a sword.

armoured adj.

e VERBS be

o ADV. heavily a convoy of heavily armoured vehicles |
lightly | fully a horse capable of carrying a fully ar-
moured knight

arms noun

e ADJ. nuclear | small fighters using small arms and
home-made grenades

e VERB + ARMS bear, carry Therightto bear armsisen-
shrined in the constitution. | call sb to (formal) He called
his comrades to arms (= urged them to fight). | take up
(formal) The people took up arms to defend their country. |
lay down (formal) The government called on them to lay
down their arms and surrender. | supply He was accused
of supplying arms to terrorists
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arrangement noun
1 plans/organization

e ARMS + NOUN race | control, embargo | deal, in-
dustry, sales. trade

e PREP. under~ (formal) There were more than a million
men under arms during the American Civil War.

army noun

1 group of soldiers

e ADJ. great, huge, large, mighty, powerful | small |
professional, regular, standing | reserve | conscript |
volunteer | disciplined | modern | allied | enemy |
opposing | foreign | national | private | guerrilla |
rebel | advancing, invading, occupying, victorious |
defeated, retreating

e VERB + ARMY have | go into, join After leaving
school Mike went into thearmy. | leave | be in command
of, command, lead He was in command of the British
Army in Egypt. & He led the army into battle. | drill, train |
amass. build up, raise, recruit The king was unable to
raiseanarmy. | equip, supply | mobilize | deploy, field
The French army was deployed in the Western Desert. |
concentrate | crush, decimate, defeat, put to flight,
rout The army was finally defeated in the autumn. |
demobilize, disband The emperor was deposed and his
army disbanded.

e ARMY + VERB gather | advance, march A huge army
marched on London. | camp | go into action. invade |
attack, clash, fight The two opposing armies clashed in
battle. | occupy | flee, pull back, retreat, withdraw

e ARMY + NOUN captain, chief, commander, general,
officer | corps, personnel, unit | barracks, base, camp,
headquarters | career | patrol | greatcoat, uniform |
wife

e PREP. inthe~ Her husband is in the army.

2 large group

e ADJ. vast a vast army of personnel | small a small
army of volunteers | growing, increasing | reserve

e PREP. of Heargued that unemployment created a useful
reservearmy of labour:

aroma noun

e ADJ. pungent, rich, strong | distinctive | lingering |
faint, subtle | pleasant, sweet, wonderful | appetizing,
mouth-watering

e VERB + AROMA savour, smell As soon as I opened the
front door I smelled the distinctive aroma of fresh coffee. |
be filled with, have The room was filled with a strong
aroma of woodsmoke.

e AROMA - VERB linger, waft The aroma of fresh bak-
ing wafted towards her.

e ADJ. alternative, better, different, new, other It may be
necessary to make alternative arrangements. | final |
practical | satisfactory, sensible, suitable | careful,
detailed | flexible | conventional | unconventional,
unusual | special There are special arrangements for
people working overseas. | formal | necessary, proper |
administrative, organizational | domestic, funeral,
holiday, living, pension, seating, security, sleeping,
travel, working Their domestic arrangements were con-
sidered unconventional at the time.

e VERB + ARRANGEMENT make | complete, confirm,
finalize Arrangements for the trip have now been com-
pleted. | discuss We are just discussing the final arrange-
ments for the concert. | upset All her careful arrange-
ments had been upset!

e ARRANGEMENT + VERB stand As far as I know the
arrangement still stands. | fall through The catering ar-
rangements for the conference have fallen through.

e PREP. ~for Arrangements for the funeral are complete.
~with I have made arrangements with the shop for the
goods to be delivered here.

2 agreement

e ADJ. business, financial It's purely a business
arrangement—there’s no need to get emotionally involved.
| convenient | special | formal | informal | voluntary
| private | reciprocal | long-standing, long-term, per-
manent | interim, temporary

e VERB + ARRANGEMENT have Thecompany has a spe-
cial arrangement with the bank. | agree, come to, make
She made an arrangement with her employer whereby she
worked a reduced number of hours.

e PREP. by (an/the)~ Viewing of the property is only pos-
sible by arrangement with the owner. & The couple have an
arrangement by which they each contribute equally to the
cost of the house. under an/the ~ Under this arrangement
you can pay for the goods over a longer period. | ~ be-
tween an arrangement between the two men ~ with He fi-
nally came to an arrangement with his landlord.

e PHRASES by prior arrangement A four of the theatre is
available by prior arrangement.

3 group of things placed together

e ADJ. complex, complicated a complex arrangement of
rods and cogs | physical Even the physical arrangement
of the classroom can influence the way children learn. |
floral, flower

e VERB + ARRANGEMENT design, do Who did this
beautiful flower arrangement?

array noun

e ADJ. broad, diverse, extensive, huge, vast, wide | be-
wildering, colourful, confusing, dazzling, fascinating,

arrange verb
1 plan/organize sth

e ADvV. easily | with difficulty These things can be ar-
ranged with difficuity. | hastily, hurriedly, quickly | se-
cretly | specially

e VERB - ARRANGE try to | be able to, can/could
Todd will be able to arrange matters. | be diffi-
cult/easy/possible to These matters are easy to arrange.

e PREP. for I’'d be very grateful if you could arrange for
this work to be carried out.

2 putin order; make neat/attractive

e ADV. carefully, neatly Her red hair was carefully ar-
ranged and her face made up. | alphabetically, chrono-
logically, symmetrically, systematically The books are
arranged alphabetically by author.

e PREP. in She arranged the chairs in neat rows. into She
took the list of visitors’ names and arranged them into
groups of four.

e PHRASES arrange sth in alphabetical/chronological
order The names are arranged in alphabetical order.

fine, formidable, glittering, impressive, remarkable,
rich, splendid, staggering, stunning, wonderful a daz-
zling array of talent

e VERB + ARRAY have. offer, provide The store offers a
bewildering array of garden tools. | be faced with The
customer is faced with a formidable array of products. |
choose from, select from It is difficult to choose from the
vast array of wines on offer.

arrears noun

e ADJ. debt, mortgage, rent, tax

e VERB + ARREARS fallinto, getinto, owe They fell into
arrears with their rent. & The government has agreed to
pay all arrears owed to members of the armed forces. | ac-
cumulate The country had accumulated arrears of $80
million on loans of $400 million. | pay (off) struggling to
pay off her mortgage arrears | recover The local author-
ity must try to recover arrears of rent.
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e ARREARS + VERB amount to sth, total sth By this
time the arrears amounted to £12 000.

e PREP. in~ She was six months in arrears with the mort-
gage. & You will be paid monthly in arrears. | ~on There
have been sharp increases in arrears on interest payments.

arrest roun

e ADJ. illegal, unlawful, wrongful | arbitrary | mass,
widespread | citizen’s He grabbed the intruder by the
arm and said, ‘I am making a citizen’s arrest.’ | house
Following the coup, parliamentary leaders were put under
house arrest.

e VERB + ARREST make | place sb under, put sb
under | lead to A reward has been offered for information
that leads to the arrest of the murderer. | avoid, escape,
evade | resist He was charged with violent behaviour and
resisting arrest.

e ARREST + NOUN warrant

e PREP. under~ The man is now under arrest in London.
| ~for They made 11 arrests for possession of drugs.

e PHRASES the power of arrest The government may re-
move the power of arrest from military police. under close
arrest Woolley was placed under close arrest for mutiny. a
warrant for sb’s arrest

arrival noun

1 act of arriving

e ADJ. early | late | timely The timely arrival of the
cheque took away the need to borrow money. | eventual |
dramatic. sudden, surprise, unexpected | expected,
imminent, impending I fold her of my brother’s expected
arrival.

e VERB + ARRIVAL announce, herald, signal A fanfare
of trumpets heralded the arrival of the King. | expect |
await a crowd awaiting the arrival of the film star | greet
The staff greeted the arrival of the new head teacher with
excitement. | celebrate, welcome | delay | hasten

e ARRIVAL + NOUN time

e PREP. on/upon (sb’s)~ Guests receive dinner upon ar-
rival at the hotel. with the ~ With the arrival of John’s
friends, the party became really enjoyable. | ~ at his ar-
rival at the theatre ~in their arrival in Paris

e PHRASES arrival on the scene They were saved by the
arrival on the scene of another boat. arrivals and depart-
ures Thereare 120 arrivals and departures every day. time
of arrival your expected time of arrival is 7.15.

2 sby/sth that arrives

e ADJ. early,first | late Someone should stay here to meet
the late arrivals. | latest, new, recent The club has a din-
ner to welcome new arrivals to the town. ¢ We're expecting
a new arrival (= a baby) in thefamily soon.

e VERB + ARRIVAL expect | meet | welcome

arrive verb

e ADV. early, late | shortly, soon We should arrive
shortly. | finally We finally arrived at our destination late
that evening. | on time, punctually | safe and sound,
safely | unannounced My uncle arrived unannounced
yesterday evening.

e VERB + ARRIVE be due to We are due to arrive in
Rome at ten o’clock. | fail to The package failed to arrive.
e PREP. at We arrived at the hotel late. in I should arrive
in London tomorrow morning.

e PHRASES the first/last to arrive

arrogance rnoun

e ADJ. breathtaking, supreme | unconscious
e VERB + ARROGANCE have She had the arrogance to
believe the law did not apply to her. | display, show

arrow roun

1 weapon

e ADJ. poison/poisoned

e QUANT. hail, volley A hailof arrows descended from the
tower.

e VERB + ARROW fire, shoot

e ARROW + VERB hit sb/sth The arrow hit its target. |
miss (sb/sth) She aimed carefully at the tree but the arrow
missed.

® ARROW + NOUN head (also arrowhead) | slit the
arrow slits in the castle’s battlements

e PHRASES a bow and arrow The people used bows and
arrows for hunting.

2symbol

e ADJ. left, right | down, up The down arrow indicates
rain. | broken, curved The old road is shown on the map
by broken arrows.

e VERB + ARROW follow Follow the red arrows fo get to
the camp reception.

e ARROW + VERB denote sth, indicate sth, mark sth,
point, show sth You will see an arrow pointing to the left.
® ARROW + NOUN key You can scroll through the text
using the up and down arrow keys.

arson noun

e ADJ. attempted
® ARSON + NOUN attack
= Note at CRIME (for verbs)

NOTES
Works of art

a piece/work of art
Michelangelo’s Pietd is a magnificent work of art.
collect~
She collects Jacobean portraits.
display, exhibit, show~
The works will be displayed in the new wing of the
museum.
~be (put) on display/exhibition/show
~go on display/exhibition/show
paintings put on show for the first time
The photographs are on exhibition until the end of
September.
house~
An annexe was built to house the sculptures.
a series of ~
a series of paintings by Van Gogh
a collection/exhibition of~
an exhibition of early 20th century French master-
Dpieces
an art/photographic/photography exhibition
The open art exhibition will allow new artists to ex-
hibit their work.
by~
a sculpture by Barbara Hepworth

art noun
1 paintings, drawings, etc.

e ADJ. great, high | abstract, avant-garde, commer-
cial, conceptual, figurative, fine, graphic, performance,
pop/popular, sacred, visual | contemporary, modern

e VERB + ART create, produce oneof the greatest works
of art ever produced

® ART + NOUN gallery | collector, critic, dealer, his-
torian, lover | treasure, work (also artwork) | college,
school | form Cinema became accepted as an art form. |
history | market | world Many people from the art world
attended the painter’s funeral.

2the arts art, music, theatre, literature, etc.
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e ADJ. creative, decorative, dramatic, performing,
plastic, visual

e PHRASES arts and crafts an exhibition of Peruvian
arts and crafts funding for the arts, a patron of the arts,
sponsorship of the arts

3 arts not sciences
e ARTS + NOUN subject | degree
e PHRASES arts and sciences

4 ability/skill
e VERB + ART master, perfect I've never mastered the
art of making bread.
e PREP. ~of Television has ruined the art of conversation.
e PHRASES get sth down to a fine art (= learn to do it
very well) She’s got the business of buying Christmas pres-
entsdown toafineart.

artery noun

e ADJ. main, major | blocked, clogged | severed | ca-
rotid, coronary, pulmonary, etc.

e VERB + ARTERY block | widen The surgeon will
widen her arteries. | rupture, sever

e ARTERY + VERB clog up Too much fatty food will
make your arteries more likely to clog up.

e PHRASES hardening of the arteries (= a disease of the
arteries) She suffers from hardening of the arteries. veins
and arteries blood flowing through veins and arteries

arthritis noun

e ADJ. severe | chronic | rheumatoid

e VERB + ARTHRITIS have, suffer (from) | develop,
get It is unclear why some people develop arthritis. | treat
e ARTHRITIS + NOUN sufferer

e PHRASES crippled with arthritis

=» Special page at ILLNESS

article rnoun

1 piece of writing
e ADJ. brilliant, excellent, good, informative, interest-
ing | influential, major, seminal | controversial, critic-
al, provocative | in-depth | feature, lead/leading, re-
view A leading article in ‘The Times’ accused the minister
of lying. | occasional (= not part of a series) It was her
Job to commission occasional articles. | offending An ad-
vertisement will now replace the offending article. | aca-
demic, learned, scholarly | journal, magazine, news-
paper, periodical. press
e QUANT. series
e VERB + ARTICLE commission | do I'm doing an art-
icle about ways of preventing pollution. | contribute,
submit | read, see Did you see the article on Europe in
today’s paper? | carry, feature, print, publish, run The
magazine refused to print his article.
e ARTICLE = VERB appear The article appears in this
week’s edition of ‘The Spectator'. | describe sth, detail
sth, explain sth, point sth out, say sth, state sth | dis-
cuss sth, examine sth, explore sth, focus on sth, look at
sth The article looks at two questions. | allege sth, argue
sth, claim sth, imply sth, suggest sth | attack sb/sth.
criticize sb/sth | cite sh/sth, quote sb/sth | continue,
go on Thearticle goes on to quote from Darwin’s ‘Origin of
Species’. | conclude sth
e PREP. inan/the~ She admitted she was wrong inanart-
icle in the newspaper. | ~ about, ~ by an article about
atomic clocks by Professor Keith Runcorn ~on an article
on the dangers of sunbathing
e PHRASES an article called/entitled/headed sth an
article entitled ‘Think Yourself Thin’

2 part of law
e ADJ. key The key articles of the constitution can only be
changed by referendum.
e VERB + ARTICLE be in breach of, breach, contra-

vene, flout, infringe, violate The actions of the organiza-
tion are in breach of Article 12 of the treaty.

e ARTICLE ~ VERB provide sth, specify sth, state sth
Article 10 provides that all businesses must be registered
correctly.

e PREP. under an/the ~ The judge ordered the child’s re-
turn home under Article 12 of the Convention.

o PHRASES the terms of an article The terms of Article 3
will bechanged by the new government.

3thing
e ADJ. finished The finished article takes two months to
manufacture. | the genuine Fake designer watches are
sold at a fraction of the price of the genuine article. | of-
fending | household, toilet
e VERB + ARTICLE make, manufacture, produce
e PHRASES an article of clothing

4 grammar
e ADJ. definite, indefinite
e VERB + ARTICLE take Names of countries in English
do not usually take an article.

articulate verp

1 pronounce sth carefully
o ADV. carefully, clearly, well She spoke slowly, articulat-
ing each word clearly. | poorly

2 express sth
e ADV. clearly, well She cannot articulate her feelings
very well. | fully | poorly

articulate adj.

e VERBS be | become

e ADV. highly, very a highly articulate woman

e PREP. about The teachers help the children to be more
articulate about their strengths and weaknesses.

artificial «d;.

e VERBS be,look, seem

e ADV. highly, very | completely, entirely, totally | in-
creasingly | a little, quite, rather, slightly, somewhat |
patently a patently artificial contrivance

artillery noun

e ADJ. field | heavy The enemy has enough heavy artii-
lery to win the war.

e ARTILLERY + NOUN attack, barrage, bombardment,
fire | piece, shell | train, unit The soldiers of the artillery
train had panicked and cut the traces of their horses. ¢ nu-
clear artillery units

artist noun

1 person who creates works of art

e ADJ. gifted, great, talented | distinguished. estab-
lished, famous, leading, major, successful, well-known
| aspiring, budding, up-and-coming | struggling, un-
known | amateur, professional | self-taught | serious
He is a serious artist, and totally committed to his work. |
local | female, woman | male | creative | real, true
(figurative) My husband is a real artist in the kitchen. |
abstract, avant-garde, commercial, conceptual, figura-
tive, fine, graffiti, graphic, landscape, make-up, pave-
ment, performance, pop/popular, scenic, visual, war,
watercolour, wildlife | contemporary, living, modern,
nineteenth-century, etc.

e VERB + ARTIST commission [n 1942 the city commis-
sioned war artist John Piper to paint its bombed cath-
edral. | feature an exhibition featuring wildlife artist
Emma Gray

® ARTIST + VERB create sth, draw (sth), paint (sth),
produce sth an artist who paints in oils | work artists
who work in different media | exhibit sth, show sth Local



aspirin

watercolour artists are currently exhibiting their work in
the town hall.

e PHRASES an artist in residence the new artist in resi-
dence at the Tate Gallery

2 (also artiste) a professional entertainer
e ADJ. guest The Blue Note Quartet will be the guest art-
ists tomorrow night. | solo | recording | cabaret, es-
cape, mime, music hall, rap, reggae, trapeze, variety
e VERB -+ ARTIST feature The festival featured artists
such John Mclaughlin and Russell Malone.
e ARTIST + VERB perform (sth) | work
=> Note at JOB

ascend verp

e ADV. gently | steeply
e PREP. from Theroad ascends steeply from the harbour:

ascent noun

1 act of climbing/moving up
e ADJ. gradual, slow
e VERB + ASCENT make Theclimbers made their ascent
of the mountain without oxygen.
e PREP. ~from the ascent from the valley ~to their ascent
to the summit

2 upward path/slope
e ADJ. steep | long
e VERB + ASCENT climb climbing the steep ascent on to
the plateau | to a steep ascentto thevillage

3 becoming more important or powerful
e ADJ. rapid | gradual | ~to her rapid ascent to power

ash noun

1 powder that is left after sth has burnt
e ADJ. glowing, hot, red-hot, smouldering the glowing
ashes of the dying fire | cold, dead The fire had died to
cold ashes. | fine Fine ash covered the hill near the vol-
cano. | bonfire, cigarette, coal, volcanic, wood
e QUANT. cloud A cloud of ash rose from the volcano.
e VERB + ASH flick, tap (used about cigarette ash) He
flicked ash into the ashtray. | reduce sth to, turnto~esa
village reduced to ashes by war ¢ (figurative) All her
dreams had turned to ashes.
e ASH + VERB fall Ash from the volcano fall over a wide
area.
e PHRASES rise from the ashes (figurative) The party
had risen, like a phoenix, from the ashes of electoral
disaster.

2 ashes remains of a dead body
e VERB + ASHES scatter His ashes were scattered on his
beloved farm.

ashamed ad;.

e VERBS be, feel, look, seem, sound | make sb His foul-
mouthed way of speaking made me ashamed of him.

e ADV. deeply, really, terribly, very | thoroughly | a lit-
tle, rather, slightly, somewhat | bitterly | instantly,
suddenly Then she smiled and Rose was instantly
ashamed of her jealous feelings.

e PREP. about I've done nothing to be ashamed about. at
He was slightly ashamed at having run away. of She was
ashamed of what she had done.

ask verp

1 put a question to sb
e ADV. gently, quietly, softly ‘How do you feel?’ she asked
softly. | amiably, conversationally, politely ‘Did you
sleep well?” he asked politely. | belligerently, crossly,
icily, nastily, querulously, sarcastically, slyly, testily |
casually, dryly, innocently ‘Oh, Sue went too, did she?’ I
asked innocently (= pretending I did not know that this
was important). | curiously, incredulously, pointedly,
suspiciously | anxiously, apprehensively, fearfully, so-

licitously ‘Will he be all right?’ Sabrina asked anxiously.
| legitimately We can legitimately ask what competence
an official based in Whitehall has to solve the problems of
rural Scotland. | rhetorically

e VERB + ASK longto, wantto Shelonged toask Mary if
she knew what was wrong. ¢ I wanted to ask him a ques-
tion. | dare (to) I wondered how old she was but I didn’t
dare ask. | forget to I completely forgot to ask his name.

e PREP. about He asked about her family.

e PHRASES get asked sth [ often get asked that. if you
don’t mind me/my asking How old are you—if you don’t
mind my asking?

2request sth
e ADV. nicely If you ask her nicely, she’ll give you a sweet.
e PREP. forasking for money

asleep odj.

e VERBS be, lie, seem The baby lay peacefully asleep in
its pram. ¢ All the houses seemed asleep. | drop, fall I fell
asleep almost immediately. | remain, stay

o ADV. deeply,fast, heavily, sound The children wereall
sound asleep in bed. | almost, half, nearly At the end of
the afternoon they were exhausted and half asleep. |
peacefully | still

aspect noun

e ADJ. central, crucial, essential, fundamental, import-
ant, key, main, major, principal, significant | basic,
broad, general Questions also cover much broader aspects
of general health and fitness. | appealing, attractive,
beneficial, encouraging, exciting, fascinating, interest-
ing, pleasing, positive | alarming, controversial, diffi-
cult, disappointing, disturbing, negative, sinister, ter-
rible, worst the worst aspects of tourism | bizarre, curi-
ous, intriguing, puzzling | remarkable, striking | sub-
tle | mundane | neglected | formal, functional, prac-
tical, theoretical the formal aspects of the language sys-
tem | business, commercial, cultural, economic, envir-
onmental, ethical, financial, historical, human, legal,
military, moral, physical, political, psychological, reli-
gious, scientific, social, technical

e VERB + ASPECT have The project has two main as-
pects. | take on Events began to take on a more sinister as-
pect. | consider, cover, deal with, discuss, emphasize,
examine, explore, focus on, look at, study We will be
looking at many different aspects of pollution. | demon-
strate, illuminate, illustrate a unique collection illustrat-
ing aspects of Irish transport history | ignore, neglect

e PREP. from the ... ~ This scheme is very good from the
social aspect. | ~to the positive aspects to retirement

e PHRASES all aspects of sth, (in) every aspect (of sth)
The service was excellent in every aspect.

aspiration noun

e ADJ. high, lofty He has high aspirations and wants to
improve his qualifications. | failed | career, national,
personal, political, social

e ADJ. have | achieve, fulfil, meet, realize, satisfy a pol-
itical party that fulfils the aspirations of the British people
e PREP. ~for an aspiration for personal power ~to the
country’s aspirations to independence ~ towards aspir-
ations towards starting his own business

e PHRASES dreams/hopes/needs/values and aspir-
ations She talked about her hopes and aspirations.

aspirin noun

e ADJ. soluble

e QUANT. dose

e VERB + ASPIRIN take She took an aspirin and went to
bed. | dissolve Dissolve two aspirin in water.

e ASPIRIN + VERB dissolve Aspirin dissolves quickly.



assassin noun

e ADJ. attempted, would-be | hired, professional He
was killed by a hired assassin. | trained

assassinate verp

e VERB + ASSASSINATE attempt to, try to | plan to,
plot to He was executed in 1887 for plotting to assassinate
thetsar.

e PHRASES an attempt/a plot to assassinate sb

assassination noun

e ADJ. attempted | failed | political Three local leaders
have been killed in political assassinations. | charactera
vicious campaign of character assassination

e VERB + ASSASSINATION carry out | plan, plot It is
believed that they plotted the assassination of the king. |
escape, survive The judge escaped assassination by drug
dealers.

® ASSASSINATION + NOUN attempt, plot He has sur-
vived several assassination attempts. | squad

assault noun

1 crime of attacking sb
e ADJ. brutal, savage, vicious, violent | common (law)
| aggravated (law), serious | alleged | attempted | in-
decent, physical, racial, sexual | police
e QUANT. series,wave
e VERB - ASSAULT carry out, commit assaults commit-
ted by teenagers | be the victim of, suffer
® ASSAULT + VERB happen, take place
e PREP. ~against Better street lighting has helped reduce
the number of assaults against women. ~onfupon
e PHRASES allegations of assault allegations of police
assault on the boy assault and battery (law)
= Note at CRIME (for more verbs)

2 military/verbal attack
e ADJ. all-out, direct, frontal, full-scale, major, massive
After an all-out assault the village was captured by the
enemy. | fresh, further | sustained She used the article to
make a sustained assault on her former political allies. |
successful | air, amphibious, ground air assaulits by
fighter planes | military | verbal
® QUANT. series
e VERB ~ ASSAULT carry out, launch (into), lead,
make, mount Enemy troops launched an assault on the
town. & He launched into a verbal assault on tabloid jour-
nalism. | come under The factory came under assault
Jfrom soldiers in the mountains | withstand The garrison
was built to withstand assaults.
® ASSAULT + NOUN course Theytook partinavigorous
army assault course. | rifle | force
e PREP. under~ Today these values are under assault. |
~on a Series of assaults on enemy targets

assault verp

e ADV. badly, brutally, savagely, seriously, violently |
indecently, physically, sexually, verbally

assemble verp

e ADV. carefully | badly | hastily, quickly a hastily as-
sembled force of warriors | easily | together

e VERB + ASSEMBLE begin to The French began to as-
semble an army | manage to | be easy to, be possible
to | be difficuit to

e PREP. for We had assembled for the first rehearsal. into
the force that permits atoms to assemble into molecules

e PHRASES fully/partially assembled The shelves are
available in kit form or fully assembled.

assembly noun

1 elected group
e ADJ. elected, representative | consultative, general,
legislative | local, national, provincial, regional, state
e VERB + ASSEMBLY create, form, set up | elect, vote
for | dissolve
e ASSEMBLY + VERB meet Provincial assemblies meet
once a year. | vote The assembly voted to delay the legisla-
tion to allow further consultation to take place.
e ASSEMBLY + NOUN member | seat
e PREP. in an/the ~ These issues have been discussed in
the regional assemblies.
e PHRASES ameeting/session of the assembly
=> Note at ORGANIZATION

2 group gathered together
e ADJ. public | peaceful | unlawful
e VERB + ASSEMBLY hold They demanded the right to
hold peaceful assemblies.
e ASSEMBLY + NOUN point When the fire alarm sounds,
leave the building and proceed to your assembly point.
e PHRASES freedom of assembly, the right of assem-
bly (= the right to gather freely)

3 at school
e ADJ. school | morning
e VERB + ASSEMBLY conduct, have, hold We hold an
assembly every morning. | attend, go to
e ASSEMBLY - NOUN hall
e PREP. at/during/in~ The announcement was made dur-
ing morning assembly.

4 putting parts together
e ADJ. easy | home furniture designed for home assem-
bly | correct | final This factory deals with final assem-
bly and testing.
® ASSEMBLY + NOUN line workers on the assembly line
| plant The company has twenty assembly plants in Eur-
ope. | work

assent noun

e ADJ. common, general, universal Medicine is, by com-
mon assent, a good profession. ¢ There was general assent
about his achievements. | royal The Education Act re-
ceived the royal assent in 1944.

e VERB + ASSENT give sth, grant The government gave
their assent to the project. | withhold | meet with, obtain,
receive | express, grunt, indicate, nod He nodded his as-
sent when I asked if I could leave.

e PREP. in~ Shesmiled in assent. with/without sh’s~ The
raising of taxes without the assent of Parliament was
declaredillegal.

e PHRASES a murmur/nod of assent The suggestion
was greeted with a murmur of assent.

assert verb

1 say sth clearly and firmly
e ADV. boldly, confidently, emphatically, forcefully,
strongly The report asserts confidently that the industry
will grow. | directly, explicitly | simply He had no real
evidence—he simply asserted that what he said was true. |
repeatedly | rightly

2 make other people recognize your rights/authority
o ADV. successfully They successfully asserted their
right to protect their homes.
e VERB + ASSERT need to | be determined to, wish to
She wished to assert her independence from her parents. |
seek to, try to | be able to, manage to He managed to as-
sert his power over the media. | be unable to, fail to

assertion noun

e ADJ. bold, confident, proud | categorical, dogmatic,
general, sweeping sweeping assertions about the role of
women in society | simple The argument needs to pro-
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assistant

gress beyond the simple assertion that criminals are made
not born. | unfounded, unsubstantiated, unsupported
e VERB + ASSERTION make How can you make such an
assertion? | justify. prove, support Your assertion is not
supported by the facts. | accept, agree with | challenge.
question Researchers have recently challenged these as-
sertions. | reject | refute

e PREP. ~about assertions about human nature

assSess verd

1 form an opinion
¢ ADV. fully | accurately, correctly, properly
e VERB + ASSESS attemptto,tryto | help to | be diffi-
cult to 1z is difficult to fully assess the damage.

2 amount/value
e ADV. accurately, correctly, properly
e VERB + ASSESS attemptto,tryto | be difficultto It is
difficult to assess the building’s value properly without see-
ingit.
e PREP. at The legal costs have been assessed at £75 000.

assessment noun

e ADJ. broad, general, overall | individual | continu-
ous, regular Examination is by continuous assessment. |
quick, rapid | external, internal | initial | final | accur-
ate, balanced, fair, good, proper, realistic | careful,
comprehensive, detailed, formal, systematic, thorough
| independent, objective | personal, subjective He was
shrewd in his personal assessments. | adequate | critical
| optimistic, pessimistic | course | tax | needs, per-
formance, quality, risk Needs assessment is crucial if the
hospital is to deliver effective health care. | environmen-
tal, financial, medical, psychiatric, scientific

e VERB + ASSESSMENT carry out, do, give, make,
undertake The new manager carried out an assessment of
the sales department.

e ASSESSMENT + NOUN methods, procedures, tech-
nique | criteria | process, system

e PHRASES aform/method of assessment

asset noun

1 useful person/thing

e ADJ. big, considerable. great, important, invaluable.
precious, priceless, real, tremendous, useful, valuable
The teachers are the school's biggest asset. | best, main,
major, principal, prize | cultural The tourist industry re-
quires that the country’s cultural assets be made more ac-
cessible. | natural Bow windows are a natural asset to any
room and should be highlighted.

e PREP. ~to She will bean asset to any school she attends.

2what a company owns
e ADJ. combined, total | gross | net The company’s net
assets are worth millions. | business, company, corpor-
ate | commercial, financial | current, disposable, li-
quid Liguid assets can be sold more quickly. | capital,
fixed, non-cash, non-monetary, physical, property |
tangible | intangible | depreciable, wasting | hidden
They have hidden assets in banks around the world. | for-
eign, overseas | personal | national, public, state
e VERB + ASSET have, hold, own, possess assets held
by the company in Asia | transfer He transferred all his
assets into his wife’s name. | accumulate, acquire, buy |
dispose of, realize, sell The business disposed of all its
capital assets. | increase, reduce The company has in-
creased its UK assets. | freeze The courts can order a com-
pany’s assets to be frozen. | release, unfreeze
e ASSET + VERB appreciate, grow Net assets have
grown to $169million. | decline, depreciate, dwindle
e ASSET -~ NOUN value | management | sale | strip-
ping measures to prevent asset Stripping
e PHRASES assets and liabilities

assignment noun

1 task
e ADJ. special | important | dangerous. difficult,
tough | business, work | modelling, photographic
e VERB +~ ASSIGNMENT accept, take on Why did you
take on this assignment if you’re so busy? | carry out |
refuse If you refuse this assignment you risk losing your
Jjob. | compilete, finish | give sb
e PREP. on~ Thephotographer ison assignment in China
at the moment.

2 piece of school/college work
e ADJ. practical, reading, written
e VERB + ASSIGNMENT give, hand out, set The teacher
set an assignment on pollution. | do | complete, finish |
hand in The students handed in their assignments.
e PREP. ~on anassignment on Roman history

assimilate verp

1learn/understand
e ADV. easily, quickly, readily Children assimilate new
information very quickly.

2 become/make sb part of sth
e ADV. fully Many new immigrants have not yet assimi-
lated fully into the new culture.
e PREP. into

assist verp

e ADV. greatly, materially We have been greatly assisted
by individuals and organizations. | actively

e VERB + ASSIST be designed to measures designed to
assist people with disabilities

e PREP. in He had to assist her in opening the gates. with
She offered to assist with the marketing of the product.

assistance noun

e ADJ. considerable, great, real, substantial | limited |
invaluable, valuable | practical | special | direct.
emergency, immediate People in the flooded areas are in
need of direct assistance. | mutual The treaty pledged mu-
tual assistance in the event of an attack on either country. |
expert, professional | external, outside | foreign, inter-
national | government, national They argued the case for
extra government assistance for the poorest regions. |
public, social, welfare the stigma attached to receiving so-
cial assistance | personal disabled people who need per-
sonal assistance to enable them to live in their own homes |
humanitarian | economic, financial, legal, material,
medical, military, technical

e VERB + ASSISTANCE give sb, offer(sb), provide, ren-
der We provide assistance if your car breaks down. | get,
receive Did you receive any assistance from the author-
ities? | pledge, promise (sb) The World Bank promised
assistance to the value of $5million. | be in need of, need,
require | expect | ask for, call for, seek I advise you to
seek assistance from the police. | turn to sb for She had no
one to turn to for assistance. | be of, come to sb’s Do let
us know if we can be of any assistance to you. ¢ A sympa-
thetic neighbour came to his assistance. | welcome

e PREP. with/without~ The work was completed with the
assistance of local carpenters. | ~ for humanitarian as-
sistance for refugees ~ from assistance from friends and
Jfamily ~in assistance in finding suitable accommodation
~with assistance with rent for people on a low income

assistant noun

e ADJ. chief, senior | personal I'll ask my personal as-
sistant to deal with this. | administrative, care, catering,
checkout, clerical, laboratory, library, production, re-
search, sales, shop, technical She took up a post as re-
search assistant in the Department of Pharmacology.
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e VERB + ASSISTANT employ (sb as), have She had a
clerical assistant to do her paperwork. | get, hire (sb as),
recruit (sb as) I'm getting a new assistant next month. |
sack

e PREP. ~to assistant to the Production Manager

= NoteatJOB

associate noun

e ADJ. close a close associate with whom he started a
business | former, old Her former associates refused to see
her. | business, political

association noun

1an organization

e ADJ. international, local, national, regional | private,
public, voluntary | arts, business, community, con-
stituency, consumer, football, housing, industry, li-
brary, neighbourhood, parent-teacher, professional,
student, trade, etc.

® ASSOCIATION + VERB meet The association meets
four times a year.

=> Noteat ORGANIZATION (for more verbs)

2 relationship between people/organizations

e ADJ. close | free It was to be a free association of equal
partners. | loose a loose association of sovereign states |
long, long-standing | personal

e VERB + ASSOCIATION form | maintain They have
maintained a close association with a college in the US.

e PREP. in ~ with (= together with) The book was pub-
lished in association with British Heritage. | ~ between
the association between the two countries ~with His associ-
ation with such criminals can only destroy him.

e PHRASES freedom of association One of the most im-
portant political freedoms is freedom of association.

3 connection between things

e ADJ. clear, close, direct, intimate, strong a close asso-
ciation between the two nations | loose | early, long,
traditional | formal | free the technique of free associ-
ation in which the patient is encouraged to say the first
thing that comes to mind

e VERB + ASSOCIATION have The city has had a long
association with the mining industry. | form You want the
child to form an association between good behaviour and
rewards. | demonstrate, find, prove, show The research
showed an association between diet and various diseases.
e PREP. by~ Dogs learn mainly by association. in ~with
(= together with) We are working in association with sev-
eral charities. | ~ between a clear association between
good health and regular exercise ~with the traditional as-
sociation of the Democrats with minority interests

e PHRASES guilty/tainted by association He was con-
sidered tainted by association with the corrupt regime.

4 associations feelings/memories

e ADJ. strong | happy, positive, pleasant | negative,
unhappy, unpleasant | cultural, historical, literary
Tourists visit the city for its historical associations.

e VERB + ASSOCIATIONS have, hold Does the name
*‘Baxter’ have any associations for you? | call up, evoke,
spark off, trigger The smell of fresh bread triggers all
kinds of associations for me.

e PREP. ~for

assortment noun

e ADJ. large, rich, wide | mixed, varied | odd, strange
She was wearing an odd assortment of clothes.
e PREP. ~of a mixed assortment of sweets

assume verd

e ADV. automatically, naturally I automatically assumed
that you knew about this. | reasonably, safely I think we
can safely assume that this situation will continue.

e VERB + ASSUME can, might | tend to | be fair to, be
reasonable to, be safe to It is reasonable to assume that
the economy will continue to improve. | be a mistake to,
be wrong to | be easy to It’s all too easy to assume that
people know what they are doing.

e PHRASES let us assume Let us assume for a moment
that the plan succeeds.

assumption rnoun

e ADJ. basic, fundamental, hidden, implicit, tacit,
underlying, unspoken | common, conventional, gen-
eral, shared, widespread shared assumptions between
teachers and parents | correct, reasonable. valid | erro-
neous, false, flawed, incorrect, mistaken, questionable,
wrong

® QUANT. number, series, set Your argument is based on
a set of questionable assumptions.

e VERB - ASSUMPTION make She's always making as-
sumptions about how much money people have. | base
sth on, start from, work on We are working on the as-
sumption that the techniques are safe. | accept | chal-
lenge, disprove, question, test

e ASSUMPTION - VERB underly sth, underpin sth the
assumptions underlying their beliefs

e PREP. on the~that I set the table for eight people, on the
assumption that Jo would come. | ~about assumptions
about how women should behave

assurance noun

1 promise
e ADJ. absolute, categorical, clear, firm, full | further,
repeated | formal, official, personal, verbal, written He
gave me his personal assurance that the vehicle was safe.
e VERB + ASSURANCE have We now have a firm assur-
ance of support from the government. | give sb, offer sh,
provide | gain, get, obtain, receive | ask for, demand,
seek, want | accept, be satisfied with They accepted his
assurance that patients would be treated as soon as pos-
sible. | go back on, renege on He accused the minister of
reneging on assurances given earlier.
e PREP. ~ about an assurance about the safety of this
equipment ~by/from assurances from the head teacher
e PHRASES despite/in spite of assurances Despite as-
surances from the government, the chemicals are known to
bedangerous.

2feeling of calm and confidence
e ADJ. calm, quiet She spoke with calm assurance.
e VERB + ASSURANCE have | show Even at a wvery
young age she showed a great deal of assurance.

assure verb

e VERB + ASSURE can | hasten to He hastened to as-
sure us that the press would not be informed.

e PREP. of Wecan assure you of our full support.

e PHRASES let me assure you

assured ad;.

1 confident
e VERBS be, feel, look, rest, seem You can rest assured
that your children are in good hands.
e ADV. very Although the situation was tense, her voice
was calm and very assured. | totally

2 certain to happen
e VERBS be, look, seem
e ADV. absolutely | virtually

asthma noun

e ADJ. severe | acute, chronic | bronchial
e VERB + ASTHMA have, suffer from | treat
e ASTHMA + NOUN attack | sufferer

= Special page at ILLNESS
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astonished ad;. atmosphere noun

e VERBS be, look, seem, sound

e ADV. absolutely, quite

e PREP. at Shewas quiteastonished at hisrudeness. by He
was astonished by the amount of junk in the house.

astonishing adj.

e VERBS be. seem | find sth I find his attitude absolute-
ly astonishing.
e ADV. really. truly | absolutely, quite

astonishment noun

¢ ADJ. great [ absolute, utter | mild an air of mild as-
tonishment | blank a look of blank astonishment

e VERB + ASTONISHMENT express | hide She could
not hide her astonishment.

e PREP. in~ She gazed at him in astonishment. to sb’s ~
Then, to my great astonishment, he started to cry. with~
Everyone gasped with astonishment. | ~at He expressed
astonishment at the results.

e PHRASES acry/gasp/look of astonishment

astute adj.

e VERBS be
e ADV. very | financially, politically

asylum noun

1 protection given by a government

e ADJ. temporary | political

¢ VERB + ASYLUM apply for, claim, request, seek She
fled the country, and is now seeking asylum in Sweden. |
give sb, grant sb, offer sb, provide (sb with) | get, re-
ceive | deny sb, refuse sb Ouver 400 people have been re-
fused asylum.

e ASYLUM + NOUN seeker bogus/genuine asylum seek-
ers | application, claim

e PHRASES an application for asylum, the right to asy-
lum Those fleeing from the war have the right to asylum.

2 mental hospital
e ADJ. lunatic, mental
e PREP. in~ Hespentthreeyearsin anasylum.

atheist noun

e ADJ. commiitted, confirmed, dedicated

athlete noun

e ADJ. fine, good, great, Olympic, outstanding, talent-
ed, top, world-class one of the greatest athletes of all time
| natural She has the build and strength of a natural ath-
lete. | all-round, field, track | amateur, professional

e ATHLETE + VERB train The athletes are training hard
for the Olympics. | compete, perform Our field athletes
have performed well.

athletics roun

e ADJ. indoor, outdoor | junior, senior | amateur,
schools | international, world

e VERB + ATHLETICS compete in, do, take part in My
daughter wants to compete in athletics. | take up She
didn’t take up athletics until she was 20. | quit

e ATHLETICS + NOUN championships, competition,
event, meet, meeting | club, federation | stadium,
track | star | coach | club, team | official | career the
hardest event of her athletics career | circuit, scene,
world competing on the international athletics circuit

= Special page at SPORT

1 general feeling in a place
e ADJ. calm, congenial, convivial, cosy, family, friend-
ly, happy, homely, informal, pleasant, relaxed, warm,
welcoming | (highly) charged, emotional. heavy, hos-
tile, oppressive, stifling, strained, tense | carnival,
electric, heady. lively Before the parade, the atmosphere
was electric. | intimate, romantic | gloomy | rarefied,
unique the rarefied atmosphere of academic life
e VERB + ATMOSPHERE create She tries to create an at-
mosphere of calm and security for her children. | poison,
ruin, sour, spoil His blunt comments really soured the at-
mosphere. | clear, improve, lighten His funny remarks
lightened the atmosphere. | be aware of, be sensitive to,
sense She could sense the hostile atmosphere in the room.
e ATMOSPHERE + VERB be charged (with sth) The at-
mosphere was charged with excitement. | pervade sth,
prevail A relaxed atmosphere prevails in the club.
e PREP. ~between Since their argument there had been a
strained atmosphere between them.

2the air
e ADJ. heavy, humid, oppressive, polluted, smoky,
stale, stifling, stuffy
e VERB + ATMOSPHERE poison, pollute Pesticides can
kill wildlife and pollute the atmosphere. | clear Last
night’s storm had cleared the atmosphere.

3 gases around the earth
e ADJ. lower, upper
e VERB + ATMOSPHERE enter, leave, re-enter The
spaceship should re-enter the earth’s atmosphere later
today. | be emitted/released into, escape into Danger-
ous gases have escaped into the upper atmosphere.
e PREP. inthe~ levelsof radiation in the atmosphere

atom noun

e ADJ. charged, unstable positively charged atoms |
carbon, nitrogen, etc.

e VERB + ATOM split The scientist Ernest Rutherford
was the first person to split the atom.

e ATOM + NOUN bomb

atrocity noun

e ADJ. appalling, dreadful, terrible, worst one of the
worst atrocities of the war | alleged | terrorist

e VERB + ATROCITY be responsible for, carry out,
commit, perpetrate In the war, both sides committed atro-
cities. | suffer

e ATROCITY + VERB occur,take place

® ATROCITY + NOUN stories

e PREP. ~against atrocities against the civilian popula-
tion ~by reports of atrocities by gunmen

e PHRASES accounts/allegations/reports of atrocities

attach verp

e ADV. firmly, securely | loosely
e PREP. to Heattached the rope securely to a tree.

attached ag;.

1 full of affection
e VERBS be | become, grow We've grown very attached
to this village and wouldn’t want to move. | remain
e ADV. deeply, strongly, very | increasingly | quite |
emotionally, personally
e PREP. to Mr Wells is obviously quite attached to you.

2joined to sth
e VERBS be | remain, stay
e ADV. firmly, securely Make sure all the wires remain
firmly attached. | loosely | directly | permanently |
physically
e PREP. to The ball was attached to a length of thin chain.
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attachment roun 2 criticize

e ADJ. close, deep, passionate, special, strong | en-
during, lasting | emotional, romantic, sentimental

e VERB ~ ATTACHMENT feel, have I feel no attachment
to the countryside. | develop, form Prisoners can develop
attachments to their warders.

e PREP. to her strong attachment to her mother

attack noun

1 violence against sb
e ADJ. brutal, frenzied, horrific, savage, serious, vi-
cious, violent | unprovoked | racist, sexual | arson,
gun, knife an increase in knife attacks on police officers
® QUANT. series, spate, wave
e VERB -~ ATTACK carry out Two teenagers carried out
a frenzied attack on a local shopkeeper. | be subjected to
He was subjected to a violent attack.
e ATTACK + VERB happen, occur, take place Where
did the attack happen?
e PREP. ~against vicious attacks against pensioners ~by
an attack by an armed gang ~on an attack on a bus driver
e PHRASES a victim of an attack

2 act of violence in war
e ADJ. all-out, full-scale, major | sustained | surprise
| retaliatory | mock | flank, frontal | enemy, guerrilla,
terrorist | air, bomb, missile, mortar, nuclear
® QUANT. series The southern border towns have suf-
fered a series of attacks.
e VERB + ATTACK carry out, launch, lead, make.
mount, spearhead The soldiers mounted an all-out attack
onthevillage. | come under, suffer They came under sus-
tained attack from the air. | repel, repulse, resist | sur-
vive, withstand Most of the population would stand little
chance of surviving a nuclear attack. | press home,
renew Bombers pressed home their attack, causing severe
damage to harbour installations.
e ATTACK + VERB happen, occur, take place The at-
tack took place under cover of darkness. | fail, succeed
e PREP. under~ The province has been under attack from
therebels. | ~against attacks against civilians ~by an at-
tack by rebel forces ~on an attack on enemy positions

3 criticism
e ADJ. bitter, blistering, fierce, outspoken, savage,
scathing, scurrilous, stinging, vigorous | personal Is
this a personal attack on the president, or a criticism of the
government? | concerted | verbal
e VERB ~ ATTACK deliver, go on the, launch, make,
mount, unleash Doctors have gone on the attack, accusing
the government of incompetence. | come under, provoke
All politicians come under attack for their views. ¢ The
government's decision has provoked an attack from lead-
ersof the health service.
e PREP. ~on/upon an attack on my integrity
e PHRASES a/the line of attack The first line of attack is
often name-calling. open to attack He has laid himself
wide open to attack.

4 suddeniliness
e ADJ. acute, sudden | bad, nasty, severe | fatal |
mild, slight | recurrent | asthma, heart, panic o fatal
heart attack
e VERB + ATTACK experience, have, suffer (from) He
suffers from attacks of anxiety. | bring on, cause, trigger
a heart attack brought on by stress
® ATTACK -~ VERB happen, occur, take place
e PREP ~ofa sudden attack of nerves

attack vers

1use violence
e ADV. brutally. savagely, viciously, violently She was
brutally attacked by two men. | physically
e PREP with He attacked her with a knife.

e ADV. fiercely, savagely, sharply, strongly, vigorously
e PREP for The police have been strongly attacked for not
taking immediate action.

attainable ad;.

e VERBS be,seem | become

o ADV. fully, perfectly We believe that this level of per-
Sormanceisfully attainable. | easily, readily

e PREP. by This standard of English should be easily at-
tainable by every child in the class.

attempt rnoun

e ADJ. successful | abortive, botched, failed, fruitless,
futile. ill-fated, unsuccessful, vain her vain attempt to
save her son’s life | conscious, deliberate | brave, bold,
concerted, determined, serious, valiant | blatant | fee-
ble, half-hearted, weak | clumsy, crude | desperate,
frantic, last-ditch a desperate attempt to find survivors of
the accident | repeated repeated attempts to break
through enemy lines | assassination, coup, rescue, sui-
cide Rescue attempts were stopped because of bad weather:
e VERB + ATTEMPT make She has made no attempt to
contact her mother. | succeed in He succeeded in his at-
tempt to break the world record. | abandon, fail in, give
up He abandoned his attempt to reach the summit. | foil,
thwart Their attempt to break out of prison was foiled.

e ATTEMPT - VERB succeed | fail

e PREP. in an/the~ In an attemptto ward off criticism, the
government has made education a priority. | ~at He made
a feeble attempt at a smile. ~by an attempt by workers to
prevent redundancies

e PHRASES an attempt on sb’s life (= to kill sb)

attend verp

e ADV. regularly to attend church regularly.

e VERB + ATTEND be able/unable to | be asked to, be
invited to He was invited to attend a seminar in Paris.

e PHRASES well attended The event was well attended.

attendance noun

e ADJ. good,large,record It wasarecord attendance for a
midweek game. | low, poor | falling Despite falling at-
tendances, the zoo will stay open. | average, daily The
average attendance at matches increased last year. | total |
constant, regular Regular attendance at lectures is
important. | compulsory | church, cinema, school, etc.
e VERB + ATTENDANCE boost, improve, increase
Building a new stadium has boosted attendances by 40%.
e ATTENDANCE + VERB drop, fall, go down Attend-
ances at the pool always fall in winter. | go up, increase
e ATTENDANCE + NOUN figures, rate, record

e PREP. in~ The emergency services were in attendance
within 22 minutes. | ~at attendance at the meetings

attendant noun

e ADJ. car park, cloakroom, garage, lavatory, museum,
petrol pump, pool Pool attendants kept a constant watch
on the swimmers.

=> Note atJOB

attention roun

1 act of watching/listening/showing interest

e ADJ. full, rapt, undivided They listened with rapt atten-
tion. | assiduous, careful, close, meticulous, scrupu-
lous | scant Policy-makers paid scant attention to the
wider issues. | urgent | special | unwanted, unwel-
come | international, media, public

e VERB + ATTENTION devote, direct, give (sb/sth),
pay. turn How many times do I have to ask you to pay at-
tention? o He had a cup of tea and then turned his attention
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auction

to the report. | get, have, receive Can I have your atten-
tion, please? & These poems have received a lot of critical
attention. | attract, call, capture, catch, command, com-
pel, draw, excite, grab [ tried to attract the waiter's atten-
tion. o Wherever he goes, he commands attention. ¢ She
doesn’t like to draw attention to her illness. | deflect, dis-
tract, divert, draw The government is trying to divert at-
tention away from the economy. | hold, keep, rivet There
was something in the way he spoke that riveted her atten-
tion. | concentrate, confine. focus In this chapter we
shall confine our attention to non-renewable energy
sources. | refocus, transfer The firm decided to refocus its
attention back onto its traditional strengths and expertise.
| deserve, need, require a matter requiring urgent atten-
tion | jostle for, vie for dozens of concerns jostling for
your attention ¢ She was surrounded by men all vying for
her attention. | repay an interesting essay that repays
close attention | bring sth to My boss was grateful that I
had brought the matter to his attention. | come to |
avoid, escape Her primary aim was to avoid the atten-
tions of the newspapers.

e ATTENTION + VERB focus Media attention focused
today on the prince’s business affairs. | wander I felt my
attention wandering during the lecture.

e ATTENTION + NOUN span

e PREP. for sb’s ~, for the ~of a letter for the attention of
your doctor

e PHRASES attention to detail He is a designer known for
his meticulous attention to detail. care and attention He
was convicted of driving without due care and attention.
the centre of attention Some children love being the
centre of attention. the focus of attention The focus of at-
tention must now be how to improve the economy. force
your attentions on sb A man like Luke had no need to
force his attentions on unwilling women. not pay much at-
tention to sth, pay little/no attention to sth (= not take
something very seriously) Pay no attention to what Bill
said—he's a complete liar!

2care

e ADJ. constant | individual, personal, special The
child needs special attention. | medical

e VERB - ATTENTION devote, give, lavish He devoted
all his attention to his mother. & She lavishes attention on
those silly little dogs. | be in need of, need, require, want
a patient requiring attention

attic noun

e ADJ. cramped, little, small, tiny | converted Her pho-
tography studio was a converted attic. | dark, dusty

e ATTIC + NOUN bedroom, flat, room | stairs, steps |
skylight, window

attitude noun

e ADJ. conciliatory, favourable, friendly, positive, re-
sponsible, right, sympathetic She seems to have theright
attitude for the job. | aggressive, bad, belligerent, cava-
lier, critical, hostile, irreverent, negative, patronizing,
wrong | carefree, casual, flexible, laid-back, liberal, re-
laxed The teachers seem to have a very relaxed attitude to-
wards discipline. | conservative, inflexible, rigid, un-
compromising | ambivalent | general, prevailing, pub-
lic The general attitude of the public is sympathetic. |
changing | mental, moral, sexual

e VERB + ATTITUDE adopt, have, take The government
has taken a positive attitude to this problem. | change
The experience changed his attitude to religion.

e ATTITUDE -~ VERB exist. persist, prevail This sort of
attitude exists among certain groups of people. | change
e ATTITUDE - NOUN problem At school he was thought
to have an attitude problem.

e PREP. ~about changing attitudes about death ~of an
attitude of confidence and trust ¢ Youth is simply an atti-

tude of mind. ~ to/towards There has been a marked
change in attitude towards the European single currency.
e PHRASES a change in/of attitude, with attitude (infor-
mal) (= having a confident, aggressive attitude that chal-
lenges what people think) a rock band with attitude

attraction noun
1fact of attracting/being attracted

e ADJ. fatal, irresistible, obvious, powerful, strong |
mutual They shared a powerful mutual attraction. |
gravitational, magnetic, physical, sexual

e VERB + ATTRACTION feel the strong attraction that
she felt for him | see I could now see the attraction of a
steady job and regular income. | have, hold Long holi-
days hold no attraction for him. | exert All matter exertsa
gravitational attraction.

e PREP. ~ between the attraction between two people
~to/towards His attraction to you is obvious.

e PHRASES the centre of attraction Sophie was plainly
the centre of attraction in the room.

2 sth that attracts people

e ADJ. added. big, chief, great, main, major, obvious,
special, star The main attraction of the place is the night-
life. | popular, tourist

e VERB + ATTRACTION have A freelance career has the
attraction of flexibility. | be, prove Feeding the animals
proved a popular attraction for visitors to the farm.

e PREP. for The lack of heat was an attraction for cyclists.

attractive aqj.

e VERBS be, look She looked attractive and beautifully
dressed. | become, grow She had grown more attractive
with age. | make sb/sth | find sb/sth Thisis an idea that
Ifind very attractive.

e ADV. extremely, very | stunningly a stunningly at-
tractive woman | quite | physically, sexually, visually
He no longer found her physically attractive. ¢ a visually
attractive display

e PREP. to Schools must try to make science more attract-
iveto youngsters.

attribute roun

e ADJ. chief, great, key, main | desirable, essential,im-
portant, necessary, positive, useful Patience is an essen-
tial attribute for a teacher. | common | divine, human |
cultural, personal, physical, social Her physical attrib-
utes were much admired.

e VERB + ATTRIBUTE have, possess

attribute vers

e ADV. directly | solely | in large measure, largely,
mainly | in part, partly

e PREP. to They claim that one in twenty deaths can be
directly attributed to air pollution.

e PHRASES be commonly/generally/usually/widely at-
tributed to The goals commonly attributed to manage-
ment are status, power, salary and security.

auction noun

e ADJ. public | charity | art, cattle, furniture, etc.

e VERB + AUCTION hold The estate is holding an auc-
tion to raise money. | conduct My father will be conduct-
ing the auction tomorrow. | attend, go to He regularly at-
tended auctions. | put sth up for The horse will be put up
for public auction. | be/come/go up for The paintings
will come up for auction next month. | pick sth up at a
bargain that she had picked up at auction

e AUCTION + VERB take place
® AUCTION + NOUN house,
mart, sale

e PREP. at~I1try to buy furniture at auctions because it is

room | price | market,
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cheaper that way. o The house was sold at auction for half ~AUra noun

a million pounds. by~ a jumble sale by auction

audible aqj.

e VERBS be | become, grow

e ADV. clearly, perfectly The shot was clearly audible in
the silence. | barely, hardly, scarcely | faintly, just The
singer’s voice was just audible. | almost

e PREP. above The noise was audible even above the roar
of the engines. to The sounds made by bats are not audible
to the human ear.

audience noun

1 group of people watching/listening to sth

e ADJ. big, capacity, large, mass. packed, vast, wide
The museum is trying to attract a wider audience. | se-
lect, small | appreciative, enthusiastic, receptive, sym-
pathetic | hostile | captive | potential, target | cin-
ema, live, radio, studio, television

e VERB + AUDIENCE address, perform to, play to He
prefers playing to live audiences. | attract, draw, pull in
Such a well-known politician should draw a big audience.
| reach We want to reach a target audience that’s younger
in age. | captivate, grip, thrill The film has thrilled audi-
ences throughout the country. | move The audience was
visibly moved.

e AUDIENCE + VERB applaud, cheer The audience
cheered loudly. | boo, jeer | laugh

e AUDIENCE + NOUN participation

e PREP. before/in front of an/the ~ He felt nervous stand-
ing up in front of the large audience.

2 formal meeting with a very important person

e ADJ. private

e VERB + AUDIENCE have | ask for, request, seek |
give sb, grant sb The Pope granted him an audience.

e PREP. ~ with He sought a private audience with the
Queen.

audition noun

e VERB + AUDITION do, go for/to, have I did an audi-
tion for the partof thequeen. | give sb, hold holding audi-
tions for new actors | pass | fail

e PREP. ~ for an audition for a place at drama school
~with an audition with the Royal Ballet

auditor noun

e ADJ. company/company’s | appointed | internal |
independent | statutory | district The council and dis-
trict auditors have agreed that the deals were unlawful.

e PREP. ~to His firm has been appointed the auditors to
the company.

e PHRASES the Auditor General, an auditors’ report

=> Note at PROFESSIONAL (for verbs)

auditorium noun

e ADJ huge, vast | 200-seat, 250-seater, etc. | empty,
packed | darkened

e VERB + AUDITORIUM fill

o AUDITORIUM + VERB hold sb, seat sb The auditor-
ium seats over a thousand people. | be filled with sth The
darkened auditorium was filled with muttering.

August noun
= Note at MONTH

aunt noun

e ADJ. aged, elderly | maiden, unmarried | maternal,
paternal | great (= the sister of one of your grandpar-
ents) Great Aunt Emily

e ADJ. magical | faint

e VERB + AURA be surrounded by, exude, have, retain
He exuded an aura of wealth and power. | take on The pic-
ture seemed to take on the aura of an ancient work of art. |
create, give sb/sth The sunlight created an aura of beauty
around her. | lose

e PREP. ~about, ~of There was always a faint aura of
mystery about him.

austerity noun

e ADJ. post-war, wartime
e AUSTERITY + NOUN measures, package, plan, pol-
icies, programme

authenticity noun

e VERB + AUTHENTICITY cast doubt on, doubt Some
journalists have cast doubt on the authenticity of the offi-
cial version of events. | check, test | confirm, establish,
prove, verify

e PHRASES a certificate of authenticity Despite its cer-
tificate of authenticity, the painting was found to be a fake.
a debate over the authenticity of sth There has been
some debate over the authenticity of his will. of doubtful
authenticity a document of doubtful authenticity

author noun

e ADJ. best-selling | prolific | famous, well-known |
anonymous the anonymous author of this pamphlet |
children’s Primarily a children’s author, she has also
written books for adults.

e VERB + AUTHOR read Stephen King is an author I've
never read.

e AUTHOR + VERB write (sth) The author was writing
in the seventeenth century.

authoritarian aq;.

e VERBS be | become
e ADV. highly, very | increasingly | rather

authority noun
1 sth with the power to give orders

e ADJ. district, local, regional | government, public |
education. health, military, planning, tax The govern-
ment is urging education authorities to spend less money. |
competent, lawful, relevant, statutory

¢ AUTHORITY + VERB agree sth, claim sth. decide sth,
deny sth, promise sth The local health authority denied
negligence. | allow (sb) sth, give (sb) sth, grant (sb) sth
The local authority has not granted planning permission.

2 power/right to give orders

e ADJ. absolute, complete, full, supreme | govern-
mental, judicial, legal, ministerial, parental, presidential
e VERB + AUTHORITY have Parents have the authority
to discipline their children. | assume He assumed full au-
thority as tsar in 1689. | give sb | assert, demonstrate,
establish, exercise, exert, show, use, wield The new
manager obviously felt the need to demonstrate her au-
thority. | delegate | give up, relinquish | abuse | chal-
lenge, defy, deny, rebel against, reject, undermine She
had challenged my authority once too often. | usurp

e AUTHORITY ~ NOUN figure adult authority figures
such as parents and teachers

e PREP. in~ I need to talk to someone in authority. under
the ~ of This can only be done under the authority of the
government minister. without~ He took the car without au-
thority. | ~ over Central government has extensive au-
thority over teachers.

e PHRASES an air of authority He bore an air of author-



avenue

ity. position of authority She holds a position of authority
inthe local church.

3 person with special knowledge
e ADJ. leading, respected, world | unimpeachable, un-
questioned
e VERB + AUTHORITY cite, invoke Copernicus justified
his innovation by citing respected authorities.
e PREP. ~on She’s a leading authority on genetics.

authorization noun

e ADJ. formal, official, written | prior You willi need
prior authorization from your bank.

e VERB + AUTHORIZATION need, require | ask for,
seek He asked for authorization to proceed with the plan.
| get, have, obtain | give sb, grant(sb) | refuse (sb) The
government will probably refuse authorization under
these conditions. | revoke

e PREP. with/without~ You cannot take a day off without
authorization. | ~ for Formal authorization for the trip
was given last week. ~from The change of plan would re-
quire authorization from the minister.

autistic agj.

e VERBS be
e ADV. severely a school for severely autistic children |
mildly

autobiography noun

e VERB + AUTOBIOGRAPHY write | publish | read
e PREP. in an/the ~ In his autobiography, he recalls the
poverty he grew up in.

autograph noun

e VERB + AUTOGRAPH give sb, sign He signed his auto-
graph for the little girl. | ask for | get, have Can I have
your autograph, please?

e AUTOGRAPH + NOUN album, book | hunter

automatic adj.

1 working by itself
e VERBS be Themachine isfully automatic.
e ADV. completely, fully, totally

2 certain to happen
e VERBS be
e ADV. almost, virtually Promotion was almost autormat-
ic after two or three years.

autonomous ad;.

e VERBS be | become

e ADV. completely, fully, totally | largely | relatively |
effectively Although officially a dependent territory theis-
land is effectively autonomous. | politically

e PREP. from Higher education is relatively autonomous
from the state.

autonomy noun

e ADJ. considerable, greater, more | complete, fuli |
relative | individual, personal | local, national, region-
al | administrative, cultural, economic, financial, man-
agerial, political, professional, etc. | pupil, teacher,
worker, etc.

e QUANT. degree, measure a high degree of autonomy

e VERB + AUTONOMY enjoy, have The subsidiary com-
panies will now have more autonomy. | gain | seek,
struggle for, want | give sb, grant (sb) Head office is giv-
ing the regional offices more autonomy. | increase the
need to increase worker autonomy | reduce

e PREP. ~from Schools have gained greater autonomy
from government control.

¢ PHRASES a demand for autonomy demands for cul-
tural autonomy

autopsy noun

e VERB + AUTOPSY carry out, conduct, do, perform

e AUTOPSY + VERB find sth, reveal sth, show sth The
autopsy revealed that he had been poisoned.

e AUTOPSY + NOUN report,result

e PREP. ~on They carried out an autopsy on the victim.

autumn noun

e ADJ. last, next, this (coming) | early, late, mid- | wet
e AUTUMN + NOUN weather | sun, sunlight, sunshine
| frost/frosts, rain/rains | gale, wind | landscape, sky |
colours The trees were beginning to turn orange and yel-
low with autumn colours. | leaf the sound of autumn
leaves rustling | equinox | term classes to be held for
schoolchildren during the autumn term | collection, ex-
hibition their autumn collection of dresses

= Note at SEASON (for more collocates)

availability noun

e ADJ. easy, ready the easy availability of many illegal
drugs | general, wide, widespread | greater, increased
| limited | land, staff, ticket, etc.

e VERB + AVAILABILITY check, ensure Before travel-
ling we must ensure the availability of petrol and oil. | in-
crease | reduce, restrict They want to restrict the avail-
ability of abortion.

e PHRASES subject to availability All holiday bookings
are subject to availability.

available ay;.

1that you can get, buy, use, etc.
e VERBS be | become | make sth The product will now
be made available throughout the market.
e ADV. easily, freely, readily | widely
e PREP. for Grants should be available for all students.
from Details are available from the above address. to This
information is freely available to anyone wishing to see it.
e PHRASES available for hire/sale

2 free to be seen, talked to, etc.
e VERBS be | become She is in a meeting at present, but
Twill let you know as soon as she becomes available.
e PHRASES not available for comment The chairman
was not available for comment.

avalanche noun

1large amount of snow falling
e AVALANCHE + VERB happen, strike sth The ava-
lanche struck the ski resort in the late afternoon. | engulf
sb/sth | kill sb They were killed by an avalanche in the
Swiss Alps.
e PREP. in an/the~ They died in an avalanche.

2 large number/amount of sth
e VERB + AVALANCHE be buried under
e AVALANCHE + VERB engulf sth the avalanche of law-
lessness threatening to engulf our civilization
e PREP. ~ of We've been almost buried under the ava-
lanche of mail.

avenue noun

1 wide street
e ADJ. broad,wide | leafy, tree-lined
e AVENUE + VERB be lined with sth an avenue lined
with elms
e PREP. along, down, in, through, up an/the ~ strolling
down a tree-lined avenue

2 way of doing/getting sth
e ADJ. possible, promising | fruitful
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e VERB + AVENUE explore, pursue, try We need to ex-
plore every possible avenue. | exhaust After two months
of negotiations we had exhausted all avenues. | open
(up), provide

¢ AVENUE + VERB be open to sb There wasonly oneav-
enue open to him.

e PREP. ~for to provide a new avenue for research ~ of the
two main avenues of enquiry ~to an avenue to success

average noun

e ADJ. annual | national The national average is just
over two children per family. | overall | weighted | bat-
ting, bowling (both in cricket)

e VERB + AVERAGE arrive at, calculate, find, work out
You'll have to calculate the average.

e PREP. above ~ His test results are well above average.
below~, on~ On average, prices have risen 6%.

average adj.

e ADV. very Peter was a very average golfer. | fairly |
above, below an above average climb in prices

aversion noun

e ADJ. strong He hasa strong aversion to dogs. | natural
e VERB + AVERSION have | develop | overcome

e AVERSION + NOUN therapy [ underwent aversion
therapy for my addiction to smoking.

e PREP. ~to Haveyou developed an aversion to babies?

avert verb

1 prevent sth
e ADV. narrowly A tragedy was narrowly averted when a
lorry crashed into a crowded restaurant.
e VERB + AVERT attempt to, try to | manage to He
managed to avert the closure of the factory. | fail to
e PHRASES an attempt/effort to avert sth

2turn sth away
e ADV. hastily, quickly They hastily averted their faces to
hide their giggles.
e VERB + AVERT tryto
e PREP. from averting his eyes from the dead child

avocado (also avocado pear) noun

e ADJ. ripe

e VERB - AVOCADO eat, have | halve, peel, stone
® AVOCADO -~ NOUN dip, mousse

=> Special page at FRUIT

avoid verb

1 prevent sth

e ADV. altogether It is sometimes impossible to avoid con-
[flict altogether. | narrowly They narrowly avoided defeat
in the semi-final. | at all costs Getting involved in a court
case is something to be avoided at all costs.

e VERB + AVOID be anxious to, want to, wish to They
areanxious to avoid any further misunderstandings. | at-
tempt to, try to | be careful to, take care to He was care-
ful to avoid any sentimentality in his speech. | help (to) |
be able to, manage to | be possible to | be difficult to,
be impossible to

e VERB + AVOID brake to | swerve to She swerved to
avoid a cyclist.

avoidable ad;.

e VERBS be Most accidents are easily avoidable.
e ADV. entirely, wholly | easily

await verp

e ADV. anxiously Sheis anxiously awaiting a decision on
her future. | eagerly, keenly, with interest The outcome
of the appeal is awaited with interest. | patiently

e PHRASES long awaited her long awaited return to pro-
fessional tennis

awake verp

e ADV. early, late She awoke early the next morning.
e PREP. from I awokefrom a deep sleep at six o’clock.

awake adj.

e VERBS be, lie At night, he lay awake beside her. |
come, jerk Claudia came awake slowly. ¢ Stephen jerked
awake from a nightmare. | keep, remain, stay He was
struggling to stay awake. | jerk sb, jolt sb, nudge sb,
shake sb A few hours later Benjamin shook me awake. |
keep sb The noise had kept her awake.

o ADV. fully, wide By now. the baby was wide awake. |
hardly, only half It was very early and I was only half
awake. | still The children were still awake when we went
out.

awaken vers

e ADV. early. late

e PREP. from She was just awakening from sleep.

e PHRASES be rudely awakened He was rudely
awakened by the sound of drilling.

awakening noun

e ADJ. rude, sudden If they expected a warm welcome,
they werein for a rude awakening. | slow | political, sex-
ual, spiritual the political awakening that followed the Se-
cond World War

e PREP. ~from, ~to an awakening from a terrible vision
to cheerful realities

award noun
1 prize that sb gets for doing sth well

e ADJ. annual | national | coveted, highest, major,
prestigious, special, top | bravery, design, literary,
man of the match, etc. His goalkeeping won him the man
of the match award.

e VERB + AWARD give sb, hand out, make (sb), pres-
ent (sb with) The award was made for his work in cancer
research. | carry off, earn (sb), get, receive, win Ste-
phen’s quick thinking has earned him a bravery award. |
accept

e AWARD ~ VERB go to sb The best director award went
to Sam Mendes for 'American Beauty’.

e AWARD + NOUN ceremony, scheme

e PREP. ~for the award for best actor ~from to receive an
award from the Queen

e PHRASES an attempt/effort to avoid sth He failed in 2 money given to sb

his attempt to avoid having to pay.
2 keep away from sb
e ADV. carefully, deliberately, studiously Tke two men
carefully avoided one another.
e VERB - AVOID tryto

3 not hit sb/sth when driving

e ADV. narrowly He braked hard and narrowly avoided a
parked van.

e ADJ. compensatory, discretionary, mandatory | pay
The union is unhappy with this year’s pay award. | dam-
ages, libel

e VERB + AWARD get, receive | grant, make The judge
has the power to make discretionary awards.

award verb

e ADV. automatically | jointly He was jointly awarded



the Nobel Prize with Alex Mueller. | mentally She mental-
Iy awarded herself top marks for staying cool under pres-
sure. | posthumously

e PREP to Honours were automatically awarded to se-
nior officials just because they were senior.

aware adj.

1 conscious
e VERBS be, seem | become | make sb We need to
make people more aware of these problems.
e ADV. acutely, keenly, very, well | fully, perfectly Mr
Bush did not appear fully aware of the importance of this
act. | dimly, vaguely | hardly, not really He was not real-
ly aware of what he was doing. | horribly, painfully
Moran was painfully aware of Luke's absence.
e PREP. of The police are well aware of the dangers.

2informed
e VERBS be | become
e ADV. very | environmentally. politically, socially

awareness noun

e ADJ. full | greater, heightened, increased | dawn-
ing, growing, increasing a growing awareness of healthy
living | acute, deep, intense, keen, strong | conscious,
direct | intuitive | sudden | general, public | cultural,
environmental, moral, political, religious, sexual, so-
cial, spatial, spiritual

e VERB + AWARENESS have Politicians now have much
greater awareness of these problems. | build, develop. en-
courage, foster, heighten, increase. raise The group is
trying to raise public awareness about homelessness.

e AWARENESS + VERB increase, spread Environmen-
tal awareness has increased over the years.

e PREP. ~ among/amongst building awareness among
thetarget audience ~of an increased awareness of the risks
e PHRASES alack of awareness

awe noun

e ADJ. great

e VERB + AWE be/stand in, hold sb in Most people hold
him in some awe. | feel | inspire Everest has always in-
spired awe and respect among climbers.

e PREP. in/with ~ We gazed in awe at the massive build-
ing. | ~at What I mostly felt was awe at her achievement.

e PHRASES a sense of awe They experienced a tremen-
dous sense of awe in the cathedral.

awesome adj.

e VERBS be, seem

axis
e ADV. really, simply, truly The Niagara Falls are a truly
awesome sight. | fairly, pretty, quite, somewhat
awful ad;.

e VERBS be, feel, look. smell, sound, taste I felt awful
when I realized what I'd done. ¢ Thefish tasted awful.

e ADV bloody (taboo), fucking (taboo), just, quite, real-
ly, simply, truly a truly awful book | absolutely, the
most She's the most awful snob. | pretty, rather

awkward adj.

1 difficult
e VERBS be, look, seem | make sth
e ADV. extremely, very | a bit, rather, slightly, some-
what She asked some rather awkward questions.
e PHRASES make things awkward He could make things
very awkward for me if he wanted to.

2 not relaxed
o VERBS be, feel, look | become | make sb He was em-
barrassed, which made him awkward.
e ADV. extremely. very | a bit, rather | painfully As a
teenager he was painfully awkward in company.
e PREP. about They felt awkward about having to leave
so soon. with She is awkward with people she doesn’t know.

axe noun

1tool
e VERB + AXE brandish, carry, hold, wield A man used
to wielding an axe fought best on foot. | chop sth
down/up with, use | swing | sharpen
e AXE + VERB fall Theexecutioner's axefell.
e PREP. with an/the~to chop a tree down with an axe
e PHRASES ablow from/of an axe With a few swift blows
of the axe, she severed the cable.

2 the axe complete loss of sth/big reduction in sth

e VERB + AXE swing, wield Wielding the axe on the
prison plan would be one way of saving money. | face Up
to 300 workers are facing the axe at a struggling Mersey-
side firm. | save sb/sth from Patients are delighted their
local hospital has been saved from the axe.

e AXE + VERB fall We were expecting bad news but had
no idea where the axe would fall (= where the loss/reduc-
tion would be).

axis noun

e ADJ. horizontal, vertical | x,y.z

e PREP. along an/the ~ the wage is measured along the
horizontal axis on an/the~ The earth sSpinson its axis.

e PHRASES an axis of rotation the earth's axis of rota-
tion an axis of symmetry



baby noun

e ADJ. new, newborn, tiny | low birthweight, smali,
tiny Smoking in pregnancy increases the risk of producing
a low birthweight baby. | big | full-term | pre-term, pre-
mature | stillborn | unborn | little, young | three-day-
old, six-week-old, ten-month-old, etc. | beautiful,
bonny, lovely | bouncing (informal), healthy, normal A
bonny, bouncing baby, Freddie was her heart's desire and
joy. | contented, good. perfect| colicky, crying,
screaming | sleeping | growing He took an interest in
the growing baby even before it was born. | bottle-fed,
breast-fed | illegitimate | test-tube | abandoned, un-
wanted | war (= born during the war)

e VERB + BABY have I wantto have a baby. | conceive,
make babies (informal) Darling, I just want to stay with
you and make babies! | carry, expect She’s not sure yet
how many babies she’s carrying. © She's expecting a baby
in July. | give birth to, produce | deliver The baby was
delivered by a midwife. | lose She lost her baby (= had a
miscarriage) three months into her pregnancy. | care for,
look after | feed | bottle-feed | breastfeed, nurse |
burp The baby needed burping after every bottle. | wean
You can start weaning your baby when it’s four months
old. | change You should change your baby about six
times a day. | bath | comfort, cradle, cuddle, hold, pick
up, rock, take She rocked the baby to sleep in her arms. ¢
Could you take the baby? I need to bring in the washing. |
swaddle | play with | adopt They would like to adopt a
newborn baby. | have adopted, put up for adoption She
decided to put her baby up for adoption. | abandon |
sleep like He was so tired after all his exertions, he slept
likea baby.

e BABY + VERB be due The baby is due in October. | ar-
rive, be born Their first baby arrived exactly nine months
after the wedding. | bawl, cry, scream | babble, coo The
baby cooed happily on the rug. | be sick, dribble, drool
Babies drool a lot when they are teething. | be teething |
crawil, sit up, take his/her first steps, toddle, walk | kick,
move I could feel the baby moving inside me. | sleep

e BABY + NOUN boy, girl | brother, daughter, sister,
son | bird, rabbit, etc. | clothes | food | buggy, carrier
| alarm, monitor | bath | talk I didn’t use baby talk with
my children, but used proper words right from the start. |
unit the hospital’s special care baby unit | boom (= a
period when many more babies are born than usual)

bachelor noun

e ADJ. confirmed He was 38, and a confirmed bachelor: |
eligible one of the country’s most eligible bachelors
e BACHELOR + NOUN days,life | flat, pad | status

back noun

1 part of the body
e ADJ. broad | lean, slender | muscied, muscular,
powerful, strong | bent | erect, straight | lower, upper
| bad, stiff He’s off work with a bad back.
e VERB + BACK bend, stiffen, straighten | stretch He
yawned and stretched his back as he got out of bed. |
break, hurt, injure | arch The cat arched its back and
hissed at thedog. | support | knead, massage | scratch
e BACK + VERB arch | stiffen His back stiffened as he
saw the photographers waiting. | ache
e BACK + NOUN injury, pain, trouble | muscies | sup-
porta seat with good back support
e PREP. behind your~ They blindfolded him and tied his

hands behind his back. o (figurative) People say bad
things about him behind his back, but never to hisface. flat
on your~ I was flat on my back for six weeks when I broke
my leg. on your ~ He was carrying a small child on his
back. © She was lying on her back on the sofa. in the/your~
Tve got a nagging pain in my lower back. | ~to He was
standing with his back to the fire.

e PHRASES sb’s back is turned (figurative) The boss
was certain that the staff would stop working as soon as
his back was turned. back to back Thechildren sat back to
back so they couldn’t see each others’ drawings. a pat/slap
on the back He smiled and gave me a hearty slap on the
back. ¢ (figurative) She deserves a pat on the back for her
efforts. the small of your back Shefelt a sharp pain in the
small (= the lowest part of) her back. turn your back (on
sb/sth) Actors should never turn their backs on the audi-
ence. © (figurative) She decided to turn her back on Paris
and return to her home town.

2 part furthest from the front

e PREP. around/round the ~ If you'd like to come round
the back (= to the area behind the house), I'll show you the
garden. at the ~ We could only get seats at the back. down
the~ My money's all fallen down the back of the cushion. in
the~ Two passengers sat in the back of the car. to the~ The
man was refusing to go to the back of the queue. towards
the~ Thearts page is usually towards the back of the news-
paper:

e PHRASES back to front I had my pullover on back to
front (= with the back where the front should be).

back verp

1 move backwards
e ADV. hastily, hurriedly She backed away hurriedly. |
away, in, off, up If you can’t drive in forwards, try backing
it in. o Back off! There’s no need to yell at me. © Can you
back your car up so that I can get through?
e VERB + BACK tryto Hetried to back away.
e PREP. across She backed across the room. away from
The children backed away from him in fear into She
backed into the garage. out of He backed out of the drive.

2 support sb/sth
e ADV. firmly, strongly Teachers are strongly backing the
new educational policies. | fully | overwhelmingly |
unanimously | openly, publicly | financially his elec-
tion bid was financially backed by a soft drinks company.
| up I'll back you up if they don’t believe you.

PHRASAL VERB

back down
e VERB + BACK DOWN refuse to | be forced to, be ob-
liged to
e PREP. from The government was forced to back down
from implementing these proposals. on She refused to back
down on a point of principle. over The committee finally
backed down over the issue of spending cuts.

backdrop noun

e ADJ. dramatic, magnificent, perfect, picturesque, ro-
mantic | economic, historical, political

e VERB + BACKDROP have | provide

e PREP. against a/the ~ of The conference begins this
week against a backdrop of unmitigated gloom. | ~ for
The Alps provided the perfect backdrop for a romantic
holiday. ~ of The large bay has a superb backdrop of
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mountains. ~to War is more than just a dramatic back-
drop to the novel.

backfire vers

e ADV. badly, disastrously
e PREP. on The surprisel had planned backfired on me.

background noun

1type of family/social class sb comes from
e ADJ. broad, narrow Itisimportant to have a broad edu-
cational background. | mixed | privileged, wealthy |
deprived, disadvantaged, poor | middle class, upper
class, working class | academic, class, cultural, educa-
tional, ethnic, family, military, professional, religious,
social, socio-economic
e VERB + BACKGROUND come from, have He came
from a very privileged background. | be drawn from The
students are drawn from very mixed social backgrounds.
e BACKGROUND + VERB be in sth Her background was
in biology and medicine.
e PREP. from a~ children from deprived backgrounds
with a~aneconomist with a background in business | ~in
e PHRASES arange/variety of backgrounds

2facts connected with a situation/event
e ADJ. general | factual | cultural, economic, historic-
al, political, technical
e VERB + BACKGROUND describe, give (sb), outline,
provide (sb with) The book provides the background to the
revolution. | form Those discussions formed the back-
ground to the decision.
® BACKGROUND + NOUN information, knowledge,
reading background information on the country
e PREP. against the~ Against that general background I
shall give you a more detailed view of current medical
practice. | ~to the technical background to the report

3 part of a view/picture behind the main parts
e PREP. against a/the ~ The areas of water stood out
against the dark background. in the ~ The mountains in
the background were capped with snow. on a/the ~ bright
blueon a red background

4 position in which sb/sth is not important/noticed
e VERB + BACKGROUND blend into, fade into,
melt/merge into, recede/retreat into, slip into The dis-
pute over the new contract allowed her other problems to
fade into the background. ¢ He had learnt how to meit in-
visibly into the background. | keep/remain/stay in He
prefers to remain in the background and let his assistant
deal with the press. | hover in I could see my secretary
hovering in the background.
e BACKGROUND + NOUN music, noise, radiation
e PREP. inthe~ Therewasaradioon inthe background.

backing noun

e ADJ. strong | full, unanimous, whole-hearted The
teachers have the full backing of the school governors. | fi-
nancial, legal | government, official, popular

e VERB + BACKING have | gain, get, receive, secure,
win They have won financial backing from the EU. |
need, seek | give sb, provide (sb with) Who’s going to
provide the backing?

® BACKING + VERB come from sb/sth The backing will
come from the government.

e PREP. with/without the ~ They brought the legal action
with the backing of their MP | ~for They want backing
Jfor more research. ~from backing from management

backlash roun

e ADJ. conservative a conservative backlash against the
feminism of the 80s | political | public
e VERB + BACKLASH cause, produce, provoke Such a

decision may provoke a backlash from their supporters. |
expect, fear | face

e PREP. ~against a backlash against any future reforms
~from They face a backlash from shareholders.

backlog noun

e ADJ. big, considerable, enormous, huge, large

e VERB + BACKLOG be faced with, have We are faced
with a backlog of orders we can’t deal with. | catch up on,
clear, deal with, reduce

e BACKLOG + VERB accumulate, build up A huge back-
log of work had built up.

backpack noun
=> See RUCKSACK

backstroke noun
=> Note at STROKE

backward ad;.

e VERBS be, seem
e ADV. very | rather, somewhat «a rather backward
child | economically, educationally

bacon noun

e ADJ. lean | streaky | back | crisp/crispy Fry
bacon until crisp. | smoked, unsmoked

e QUANT. bit, piece, rasher, slice I'll have two rashers of
bacon and a fried egg. | side A whole side of bacon was
hanging from a hook on the ceiling.

e VERB + BACON eat, have | cook, fry, grill | cure

® BACON + NOUN fat,rind | butty, sandwich

=> Special page at FOOD

the

bacteria noun

e ADJ. harmful | beneficial

e VERB + BACTERIA attack, destroy, fight, kill Neither
chilling nor freezing kills all bacteria.

e PHRASES a strain of bacteria

bad ad;.

1 not good; serious
e VERBS be, look, sound | become, get The weather got
very bad later in the day.
e ADV. extremely, really, very | enough Things are bad
enough without our own guns shelling us. | fairly, pretty,
quite, rather John’s in a pretty bad mood this morning.
e PREP. at He's really bad at maths. for Smoking is very
bad for you.

2 not safe to eat
e VERBS be, look, smell, taste The sausages tasted bad.
| go, turn This meat has gone bad.

3 guilty/sorry
e VERBS feel
e ADv. really, very | enough I feel bad enough without
you constantly telling me how it was all my fault! | fairly,
pretty, quite, rather
e PREP. about Shefelt pretty bad about leaving him.

badge noun

e ADJ. blazer, cap,lapel | club | name | button

e VERB + BADGE wear

® BADGE + NOUN holder

e PHRASES a badge of office His badge of office, a large
gold key, hung round his neck.

bad-tempered ad;.

e VERBS be, look, seem, sound | become, grow |
make sb It is his illness that makes him bad-tempered.
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e ADV. extremely, very | increasingly, more and more
He grew more and more bad-tempered as the afternoon
woreon. | rather

baffled adj.

e VERBS be, feel, look, sound | remain

e ADV. completely, totally, utterly | rather | clearly |
frankly

e PREP. about Officials say they're baffled about the cause
of the gas explosion. as to The referee remains baffled as to
why his decision caused so much anger. by The doctors are
completely baffled by her illness.

bag noun

e ADJ. strong | heavy | canvas, leather, paper, plastic,
polythene, string | carrier, shopping | bin, dustbin,
rubbish | clutch, shoulder Her crocodile skin clutch bag
matched her shoes. | drawstring. duffel | evening |
overnight, weekend, travel/travelling | sponge, toilet,
wash | changing a baby changing bag | school |
beach, camera, golf, sports | kit (also kitbag) | medical
| crisp | sandwich | body The dead soldiers were put on
the plane in body bags. | sick (= a paper bag for a person
to be sick into on a plane, boat, etc.) | doggie (= for tak-
ing uneaten food home from a restaurant) | goody (= a
bag given as a gift with a variety of things in) We're giving
away afree goody bag with every children’s meal. | sleep-
ing | pannier, saddle (also saddlebag) | money (figura-
tive) He could not convince those who held the money bags
that his idea was viable. | diplomatic (= an official gov-
ernment container that may not be opened by customs of-
ficials) | mail (also mailbag). post (also postbag)

e VERB + BAG open, unfasten, unzip | close, zip up |
pack | empty, unpack | seal sth in The mushrooms are
sealed in a bag for freshness. | cram/push sth in/into, put
sth in/into, shove sth in/into, slip sth in/into, stuff/thrust
sth in/into The camera caught him slipping a CD into his
bag. | draw sth out of, produce sth from, pull/take sth
from/out of | delve in/into, dive into, ferret (around) in,
fumble in, reach into, rummage in, scrabble in I rum-
maged in my bag for a pen. | clutch, hold | carry, drag,
haul, lug There was no lift so I had to lug my bags up the
stairs. | heave, lift | shoulder He shouldered his bag and
left. | drop, dump, put down | deposit, drop off, leave
We dropped our bags off at the hotel and went straight out.
| grab, snatch She grabbed her bag and ran out of the
door. o Two youths snatched her bag as she was walking
home. | swing He was walking along swinging his school
bag. | lookin, search | gather They were gathering their
bags, preparing to leave.

e BAG + VERB bulge (with sth) The bag bulged with
papers and letters. | contain sth, hold sth | be crammed
with sth, be (stuffed) full of sth

e PREP. in a/the~,inside a/the~ | ~of a bag of groceries
e PHRASES the contents of a bag The customs officer
asked him to empty out the contents of his bag. sling your
bag over your shoulder She stepped down off the bus with
her bag slung over her shoulder.

baggage roun

e ADJ. carry-on, hand | excess At the airport I found
that I had 100kg of excess baggage. | emotional, spiritual
(fisurative) She’s still carrying all that emotional baggage
from her first marriage.

¢ QUANT. item, piece

e VERB + BAGGAGE carry | go through, search |
check in Where do we check in our baggage? | claim, re-
claim Let’s claim our baggagefirst.

e BAGGAGE + NOUN allowance | trolley | handler |
claim, reclaim the baggage reclaim hall | train Extensive
baggage trains followed the troops.

bail noun

e ADJ. conditional, unconditional | police

e VERB + BAIL apply for | allow sb, give sb, grant (sb)
She has been granted conditional bail. | set The judge set
bail at £50 000. | get She couldn’t get bail and now she’s
lost those 20 months she spent on remand. | oppose The
police were successful in opposing bail. | refuse (sb) |
post, put up, stand A wealthy businessman has stood bail
for him. | free sb on, release sb on, remand sb on They
were released on police bail pending further enquiries. |
jump, skip (= not return for your trial after bail has been
granted)

e BAIL + NOUN application | conditions | hostel He
was sent to a bail hostel until the case came to court.

e PREP. (out) on~ He committed another robbery while
out on bail. without~ The accused were held without bail.
e PHRASES an application for bail

bailiff noun

e ADJ. court | private

e VERB + BAILIFF send in Their landlord has threat-
ened to send in the bailiffs if they don’t pay their rent.

e BAILIFF + VERB seize sth The bailiffs seized the car
and house.

bait noun

e ADJ. fresh, live He used maggots as live bait.

e VERB + BAIT put out, set out We’'ll put out the bait
and see what happens. | use sth as | nibble (at), rise to.
take (all often figurative) We hope that potential investors
will take the bait.

bake vers

e PHRASES freshly/newly baked The house was filled
with the scent of freshly baked bread.

balance noun

1 even combination/distribution
e ADJ. correct, equal. even, exact, ideal, necessary, op-
timum, perfect, proper, right With children, it is import-
ant to achieve the right balance between love and discip-
line. | comfortable, equitable, excelient, good, happy,
harmonious, healthy a healthy balance of foods | ac-
ceptable, adequate, appropriate, fair, reasonable, sens-
ible How do you find an acceptable balance between close-
ness and distance in a relationship? | careful, delicate,
fine, subtle Being a good boss requires a fine balance be-
tween kindness and authority. | fragile, precarious, un-
easy | overall It is the overall balance of the diet that is
important. | ecological, natural Pulling up all the plants
will disturb the natural balance of the pond. | hormonal,
nutritional | ethnic, gender, social There is an even gen-
der balance amongst staff and students (= equal numbers
of men and women).
e VERB + BALANCE require | seek | achieve, create,
find, strike We need to strike a balance between these con-
flicting interests. | keep, maintain, sustain You have to
maintain a balance in your life or else you’ll go crazy. |
disturb, upset Tourists often disturb the delicate balance
of nature on the island. | redress, restore | affect |
alter, change, shift
e BALANCE + VERB change, shift
e PREP. on~(=after considering all the information) On
balance, the company has had a successful year. in~ It is
important to keep the different aspects of your life in bal-
ance. | ~ between the balance between academic and
practical work ~ of the balance of animals and plants in
the environment
e PHRASES the balance of nature

2 division of power/influence
e ADJ. changing, shifting | military, political



e VERB + BALANCE hold to hold the balance of power (=
to be in a position where your support would be just
enough to give overall power to one group or another) |
affect | change, shift | swing, tilt, tip (= to influence a
result/decision) In an interview, smart presentation can
tip the balance in your favour:

e BALANCE - VERB change, shift

e PHRASES the balance of advantage The balanceof ad-
vantage has shifted from the unions to employers. the bal-
ance of forces/power the changing balance of power be-
tween the working and middle class checks and balances
Democracy depends on a system of checks and balances.

3 of the body
e ADJ. excellent.good | poor
e VERB +~ BALANCE have Gymnasts have excellent bal-
ance. | affect Tightness in one set of muscles will affect
your whole balance. | keep I struggled to keep my balance
on my new skates. | lose She lost her balance and fell. |
recover, regain | knock sb off, throw sb off The sudden
movement threw him off balance.
e PREP. off~
e PHRASES a sense of balance Cats have a very good
sense of balance.

4 money
e ADJ. account, bank | cash, money | credit, favour-
able, healthy, positive | debit, negative | cleared, net
Interest is calculated on the daily cleared balance and paid
direct to your account. | opening | final, outstanding |
trade
e VERB + BALANCE have FEveryone likes to have a
healthy bank balance. | ask for, request He asked the
cashier for the balance of his current account. | check I'll
need to check my bank balance before I spend so much
money. | show | achieve | be due The final balance is
due six weeks before departure. | pay I'll pay the balance
later: | use The balance of the proceeds will be used for
new equipment. | bring forward, carry forward the bal-
ance brought forward from the previous year
® BALANCE + NOUN sheetthe company's balance sheet
e PHRASES the balance of payments (= the difference
between the amount of money coming into and going out
of a country), the balance of trade (= the difference in
value between imports and exports)

balance vers

1keep steady
e ADV. carefully, precariously
® PREP. on He balanced the glasses carefully on the tray.

2 compare two things; give them equal value
e VERB + BALANCE have to, need to | seek to, try to
The plan seeks to balance two important objectives. |
manage to
e PREP. against We have to balance the risks of the new
strategy against the possible benefits. with She tries to bal-
ance the needs of her children with those of her employer.

balanced adj.

e VERBS be | remain

e ADV. properly, well The report was accurate and well
balanced. ¢ a properly balanced diet | completely, per-
fectly a perfectly balanced design | equally, evenly | fair-
ly, reasonably, sufficiently | carefuily, closely, deli-
cately, finely, nicely The issues are finely balanced and
there is no simple answer to the question. | beautifully a
beautifully balanced orchestra | precariously

e PREP. between The parliament was evenly balanced
between the two parties.

bald aqj.

e VERBS be | go Hestarted to go bald in his twenties.

e ADV. completely, quite, totally | almost, nearly | pre-
maturely young men who go prematurely bald

balding adj.

e VERBS be He'sin his twenties but already balding.
e ADV. already, prematurely

ball noun

1round object in games
e ADJ. billiard, cricket, golf. rugby. tennis. etc. | beach
| match, practice
e VERB - BALL play with | bat, blast, bounce, bowl.
chip. dribble, head, hit, kick. roll, strike, throw The kids
love to kick a ball against my wall. | clear, cross, pass |
catch, stop He caught the ball. | control, trap | chase
She chased the ball all over the pitch. | retrieve, run down
| return The fielders try to retrieve the ball quickly and re-
turn it to the bowler. | miss The goalkeeper missed the
ball. | drop, let go of Oh no! He’s dropped the ball. |
handle | give away, lose | win | retain
e BALL + VERB fly, go, roll, sail The ball flew over the
bar into the sea of Middlesbrough fans. & The ball’s gone
over the fence. | hit, land The ball hit the wall and rolled
along theroad. | bounce, rebound
e BALL + NOUN game | control, skills His ball control
was excellent.
= Special page at SPORT

2 kick/hit of a ball
e ADJ. good, great, superb | bad, loose | high, low He
sentovera high ball. | long, short | quick, slow | cross,
through a superb through ball from John Scott | hand He
was penalized for hand ball.
e VERB + BALL play, send | pick up, pounce on, pun-
ish He pounced on a loose ball and scored.
e PREP. ~from a great ball from Beckham

3round object like a ball
e ADJ. tight | fiery The sun was a fiery ball, low on the
hills. | crystal (= used for telling fortunes) Without a
crystal ball it's impossible to say where we’ll be next year: |
cannon, musket
e VERB ~ BALL curl/roll (up) into The little girl curled
up into a ball in her mother’s arms. | form/make sth into.
roll/screw sth (up) into, shape sth into He screwed the let-
ter up into a tight ball.
® PHRASES a ball of fire/flame, a ball of string/wool
e PHRASES a ball and chain (figurative) The responsibil-
ity was a ball and chain around my ankle.

3 party
e ADJ. college, charity, hunt | costume, fancy dress,
masked We're going to a masked ball.
e VERB + BALL have, hold, organize We're organizing
acharity ball. | attend, go to
e BALL + NOUN gown
e ADJ. ata/the~ She met him at the college ball.

ballet noun

1 style of dance
e ADJ. classical, modern
® VERB + BALLET study He's studying classical ballet.
e BALLET + NOUN music | dancer | company | shoe
| class, lesson. school | teacher
2 performance of a ballet
e ADJ. classical, modern, romantic
e VERB - BALLET compose, write | choreograph
=> Note at PERFORMANCE (for more verbs)

balloon nour

1toy
e ADJ. helium helium balloons for the children’s party
e VERB + BALLOON blow up,inflate | burst, pop
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e BALLOON + VERB burst, pop
2in the sky

e ADJ. barrage, hot-air

e VERB + BALLOON go upin Wewent up ina balloon.
e BALLOON + NOUN flight | race

e PREP. by~ Shecrossed the Atlantic by hot-air balloon.

ballot noun

e ADJ. secret | open | postal | national | first, sec-
ond | leadership | strike

e VERB + BALLOT carry out, hold | organize | cast
Only 40% of eligible voters cast their ballots.

e BALLOT + NOUN box | paper | rigging

e PREP. at a/the ~ They voted against him at the second
ballot. by ~ The jury cast their vote by secret ballot. in
althe~ Theclub members decided in a ballot to suspend the
captain. on a/the~ I'voted for her on the first ballot. | ~for
a ballot for the Conservative leadership ~on a ballot on the
new contracts ~over a ballot over strike action

ban noun

e ADJ. blanket, complete, total | partial | temporary |
overtime | advertising a blanket advertising ban on to-
bacco | driving | testa nuclear test ban treaty

e VERB + BAN impose, introduce, place, put The EU
has imposed a ban on the import of seal skins. | lift, over-
turn, remove | tighten | ease The ban on exports has
now been eased. | call for, demand | oppose, reject |
comply with | defy The students took to the streets, defy-
ing a ban on political gatherings.

e BAN + VERB come into force, start | apply to sth,
cover sth The ban only covers tropical hardwood.

e PREP. ~ona banon traffic in the town centre

ban verp

e ADV. effectively | formally, officially

e VERB + BAN attempt to, seek to, try to | vote to MPs
voted to ban hunting with dogs.

e PREP. from He has been banned from driving for a year.
e PHRASES an attempt/a move to ban sth a move to ban
cigarette adverts a decision to ban sth

banana noun

e ADJ. ripe | green | mashed

e QUANT. bunch I bought a small bunch of bananas.

e VERB + BANANA eat, have | pick | peel

e BANANA + NOUN skin (figurative) The company has
acquired an unhappy knack of slipping on banana skins
(= being led into making mistakes that make it look stu-
pid). | plant, tree | leaf | grove, plantation

=> Special page at FRUIT

band noun

1 group of musicians
e ADJ. big | brass, string, wind | blues, dance, jazz,
rock | marching, military, regimental | school | live
the excitement of seeing a live band | one-man (often fig-
urative) He runs the business as a one-man band (= does
everything himself).
e VERB + BAND form | join, play in, sing in She plays
inarock band. | conduct, lead
e BAND + VERB perform, play | strike up We heard a
band strike up in the park.
e BAND + NOUN leader, member
e PREP. in a/the~ a singer in a rock band with a/the~ a
drummer with a jazz band
e PHRASES a member of the band

2 group of people
e ADJ. select, small He is one of a select band of top class
players. | dwindling | growing

e VERB + BAND join
e PREP. ~ofa band of rebels

3range
e ADJ. age, price, tax the 25-35age band
e VERB + BAND be in, fall into Which tax band do you
fallinto?

bandage noun

e ADJ. tight | loose | crepe

e VERB + BANDAGE put on, wind around/round, wrap
around/round Wrap the bandage firmly around the in-
Jjured limb. | have on, wear | change, remove, take off
e PREP. ~around/round, ~on She had a bandage on her
arm.

e PHRASES be in bandages, be swathed/wrapped in
bandages He'll be in bandages for a few weeks.

bandwagon noun

e VERB + BANDWAGON climb on, join, jump on Com-
petitors have jumped on the handwagon and started build-
ing similar machines.

® BANDWAGON + VERB be rolling, gather momen-
tum/pace, sweep along The Scottish Nationalist band-
wagon is gathering pace. | slow down

® BANDWAGON + NOUN effect There is now a band-
wagon effect with more and morefirms joining the scheme.
e PHRASES get/start a bandwagon rolling They seem to
have got an anti-government bandwagon rolling.

bang noun

1 sudden loud noise
e ADJ. almighty, big, enormous, huge, loud. massive,
terrific, tremendous
e VERB + BANG let out, make The engine let out a bang.
& Will the firework make a loud enough bang? | hear We
suddenly heard an almighty bang from the kitchen.
e BANG + VERB echo
e PREP. with a~ She slammed the door with a loud bang.

2 sudden hard hit
e ADJ. nasty He got a nasty bang on the head.
e VERB + BANG get, have

bang verb

1 hit noisily
e ADV. hard, loudly
e PREP. against He kept banging his chair against the
wall. on She banged loudly on the table.
e PHRASES bang sth about, bang (sth) down, bang
(sth) open/shut The bedroom door banged shut. ¢ She
banged the door shut.

2 part of the body/person
e ADV. badly, hard I had banged my head badly.
e PREP. into He banged into me in the corridor. on I
banged my leg on the table.

bank roun

1for money
e ADJ. big, large, major | small | central, clearing.
commercial, investment. issuing, reserve, savings The
central bank has put up interest rates. o The bond will be
priced by the issuing bank. ¢ She has her money in one of
the largest savings banks. | private | foreign, inter-
national, overseas
e VERB + BANK goto | borrow (sth) from
e BANK + VERB lend sb sth The bank lent her money to
buy a car: | underwrite sth A group of ten international
banks is to underwrite and sell the bonds. | collapse,
crash Investors lost millions when the bank crashed.
e BANK + NOUN account, balance, charges, deposit,
loan, statement | manager | robber
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bargain

e PREP. from a/the~ Hegota large loan from the bank. in
a/the ~ T'll put half the money in the bank and spend the
rest. out of a/the ~ I need to get some money out of the bank.

2 by ariver/canal
e ADJ. far, opposite, other We could see them waving on
the opposite bank. | canal, river
e VERB ~ BANK burst, overflow The River Frome had
burst its banks after torrential rain.
e PREP. along a/the~ Westrolled along theriver bank. on
a/the~ a picnic on the banks of the Thames

3 area of sloping ground
e ADJ. steep | grassy
e PREP. down a/the~ The children rolled down the grassy
bank. up a/the~

4 mass of cloud, etc./row of machines, etc.
e ADJ. huge, vast a huge bank of switches and buttons
e PREP. ~ofavast bank of cloud

banking noun

e ADJ. business, commercial, corporate | investment,
merchant | retail, wholesale | domestic, national |
global, international | e-, electronic, Internet, online At
first consumers were wary of e-banking.

e BANKING + NOUN system | market | group | busi-
ness, industry, sector | community the international
banking community

e PREP. in~ This softwareis used in banking.

bankrupt ad;.

e VERBS be | become, go Hundreds of firms went bank-
rupt during the recession. | adjudge sb, adjudicate sb,
declare sb, make sb She had to pay the mortgage after her
husband was declared bankrupt.

e ADV. almost, nearly, virtually | economically, ideo-
logically, morally (figurative)

e PREP. of (figurative) a government bankrupt of new
ideas

bankruptcy noun

e ADJ. personal

® VERB + BANKRUPTCY face Small travel operators are
facing bankruptcy. | be close to, be on the brink/verge
of | be driven/forced/thrown into, go into | file for, peti-
tion for The company has been forced to file for bankrupt-
cy. | declare It is the only country to have declared bank-
ruptcy. | be saved from, escape (from)

® BANKRUPTCY + NOUN order, proceedings The de-
fendant has a bankruptcy order against him.

e PHRASES the threat of bankruptcy

banner rnoun

e VERB + BANNER drape, hang (out) | carry | wave |
unfurl

e BANNER + VERB hang | flutter, fly, wave banners
waving in the wind | bear sth The demonstrators carried
banners bearing various slogans. | demand sth, pro-
claim sth, read sth, say sth Banners demanded the presi-
dent’s resignation. | be strung across sth A banner
strung across the road read, ‘Welcome home, boys!”

banquet noun

e ADJ. grand, great, lavish, sumptuous | veritable (hu-
morous) The meal that followed was a veritable banquet. |
five-course, six-course, etc. | formal, official | royal,
state | celebration/celebratory, farewell, wedding |
medieval Visitors to the castle can enjoy a medieval ban-
quet with entertainment, in an authentic setting.

e VERB + BANQUET give, hold | arrange, prepare (for)
The Kitchens are preparing for a lavish banquet. | attend
The Lord Mayor attended a state banquet last night.

e PREP. at a/the~ He was suddenly taken ill at a banquet
given in his honour. | ~for a banquet for the president

banter noun

e ADJ. easy, friendly, good-natured, lively, pleasant |
idie | bawdy, ribald

e VERB - BANTER swap | be engaged in, engage in
Sheengages in friendly banter with her customers.

bar roun

1 for drinks/food
e ADJ. licensed | crowded | lounge, public, saloon |
gay, singles | cocktail, wine | breakfast, coffee, salad.
sandwich, snack
e VERB + BAR drop into, go to, stop at He often drops
into a bar on the way home from work. | manage, run
e BAR + NOUN food, menu, snacks | stool
e PREP. in a/the~ There were not many people in the bar.

2 counter
e VERB + BAR be propping up (humorous), drink at,
lean on, sit at, stand at You can usually find him prop-
ping up the bar of the Red Lion. | serve behind I didn’t
recognize the man who was serving behind the bar.
e PREP. at the ~ They were chatting at the bar. behind
the~ The barmaid stood behind the bar.

3in music
e VERB + BAR hum, play, sing She played a few bars on
the piano.
e PREP. in a/the~ the notes in the first bar
e PHRASES two, four, etc. beats to the bar

bar verp

e ADV. effectively
e PREP. from The curfew has effectively barred migrant
workers from their jobs.

bare ad;.

1 not covered by clothing
e VERBS be Hewas standing there, completely bare!
e ADV. completely

2 not containing/covered by anything

e VERBS be, look | remain | leave sth You shouldn’t
have left the wires bare. | lay sth, strip sth The earth had
been laid bare. © The walls have been stripped bare.

e ADV. very | completely, quite The room was
completely bare. | almost, rather | strangely The room
looked strangely bare without the furniture.

e PREP. of The house was almost bare of furniture.

barefoot adj., adv.

e VERBS be, go. pad, stand, walk The children had to go
barefoot because there was no money for shoes. o He pad-
ded barefoot across the carpet.

bargain noun

1 sth sold at a lower price
e ADJ. absolute, amazing, good, real
e VERB + BARGAIN find, get, pick up I picked up a real-
ly good bargain in the market.
e BARGAIN + NOUN buy, price | hunter, hunting |
holiday | basement

2 agreement
e ADJ. excellent, good
e VERB + BARGAIN make, strike
e PREP. into the~ (= as well) He’s very strong and com-
Dpletely fearless into the bargain. | ~ between A bargain
was struck between the employers and the unions. ~ with
I'llmakea bargain with you.
e PHRASES drive a hard bargain (= force sb to agree to
the arrangement that is best for you), keep (to) your



half/part/side of the bargain You haven’t kept your side of
the bargain. sb’s side/part/half of the bargain Her part
of the bargain was to look after the car.

bargain verb

e ADV. hard He bargained hard and was stubborn. | col-
lectively theright of workers to bargain collectively

e PREP. about He was prepared to bargain about money.
for to bargain for a decent wage over crowds of men bar-
gaining over horses with He tried to bargain with her.

bargaining noun

e ADJ. hard There will be some hard bargaining before
an agreement is reached. | collective Unions were insist-
ent on the right to collective bargaining. | plea (= where a
defendant pleads guilty to a lesser charge in return for
having a more serious charge dropped)

e BARGAINING + NOUN position, power We are now in
a strong bargaining position.

barge noun

e ADJ. brightly painted | canal. river | sailing | cargo,
coal, etc.

e VERB + BARGE tow | load (sth into), unload (sth
from) | moor, tie up

e BARGE - VERB beladen/loaded with sth, carry sth

e PREP. by~ I travelled by barge. in/on afthe ~ cruising
thecanalsof France in a barge

baritone noun

e ADJ. lusty, melodious, pleasant, rich
e BARITONE + NOUN voice | solo
e PREP. ina ... ~Hesangin hisrich baritone

bark noun

1onatree
e ADJ. rough | tree | birch, cinnamon, willow, etc.
e VERB + BARK peel off, strip The people strip the bark
and use it in medicines.
e BARK - VERB peel off The bark peels off in summer:
e BARK + NOUN chippings

20of adog
e ADJ. loud, noisy
e VERB + BARK give Thedog gavea loud bark.

3 loud sound/voice
e ADJ. short | harsh
e VERB + BARK give Hegave a harsh bark of laughter.
e PHRASES a bark of laughter

bark vers

e ADV. excitedly. frantically. furiously. loudly
e PREP. at Thedog was barking furiously at a cat.

barley noun

e ADJ malted/malting Malt whisky is made from malted
barley. | roast/roasted | pearl | spring, winter

® QUANT. ear | field

e VERB + BARLEY grow | sow | cut, harvest | thresh
| grind

e BARLEY + VERB grow | ripen

e BARLEY + NOUN harvest | field

barometer noun

1instrument that measures air pressure
e ADJ. aneroid, digital | high, low | steady The barom-
eter has been steady for three days now.
e VERB + BAROMETER check, read | tap He tapped the
barometer and noted where the needle was pointing.
e BAROMETER + VERB rise | drop, fall

2 sth that shows the state of sth
e ADJ. accurate, good, reliable, sensitive, useful Infant
mortality is a highly sensitive barometer of socio-economic
conditions. | political
e PREP. ~of

baron noun

1noble
=> Note at PEER

2 powerful businessman
e ADJ. media. newspaper, press | cocaine, drug, oil
the oil barons of Texas | robber

baroness, baronet noun
= Note at PEER

barracks noun

e ADJ. army, military, police | fortified

e VERB + BARRACKS live in | be confined to He was
confined to barracks for three weeks as a punishment. |
besiege | go back to, return to, withdraw to

barrage noun

1firing of guns
e ADJ. heavy,intense | artillery
e VERB + BARRAGE launch, unleash
® BARRAGE + NOUN balloon
o PREP. ~of Troops unleashed a barrage of grenades.

2large number of questions, etc.
e ADJ. constant, continuous, endless
e VERB + BARRAGE be faced with, endure, face | keep
up The reporters kept up a constant barrage of questions.
e PHRASES a barrage of abuse/complaints/criti-
cism/questions The president is facing a barrage of criti-
cism over his handling of the crisis.

3wall of earth
e ADJ. tidal
e VERB + BARRAGE build, construct
e PREP. ~across They built a barrage across the bay.

barrel noun

1container
e ADJ. beer,wine
e VERB + BARREL fill Theyfilled the barrels with cider
e BARREL + VERB contain sth
e PREP. a/per~ The price of 0il had fallen to $16 per bar-
rel. by the ~ Beer is sold by the barrel. | ~of a barrel of
beer/oil

2of agun
e ADJ. gun,rifle Ifelt the gun barrel at my head
e VERB + BARREL look down, peer/squint along She
found herself looking down the barrel of a gun. ¢ Pulling
hisrifleto his shoulder he squinted along the barrel.
e BARREL + VERB point
e PHRASES the barrel of agun

barren ad;.

e VERBS appear. be | become | make sth The years of
growing cotton had made the land completely barren.
e ADV. completely, entirely, utterly | almost | largely

barricade noun

e ADJ. human

e VERB + BARRICADE build, construct, erect, put up,
set up | form The protesters formed a human barricade. |
dismantle, remove, take down | smash, storm The
army used tanks to storm the barricades. | man There
were six miners manning the barricades.

e PREP. behind a/the ~ fighting from behind their barri-



cades over a/the ~ The two sides watched each other over
the barricades. | ~ across a barricade across the main
road ~ against Students built a barricade against the po-
lice. ~of a barricade of wooden benches

barrier noun

1fence/gate
e ADJ. physical | crash, crush, flood, police, protect-
ive, security, ticket | sound (figurative) the first plane to
break the sound barrier
e VERB + BARRIER build, erect, install | break
through The crowd managed to break through the bar-
riers and get onto the pitch.
e PREP. at a/the ~ Please show your ticket at the barrier.
behind a/the ~ The police waited behind the barriers.
through a/the ~ There was a slow trickle of people through
the barriers.

2 thing that causes problems
e ADJ. effective, formidable, major | class, cultural,
language, racial, trade
e VERB + BARRIER build, create, erect, put up, set up
The old laws created barriers to free trade. | break down,
lift, lower, reduce, remove | cross They believe that
sport can cross any barriers. | be faced with, encounter,
face | overcome, transcend
e PREP. ~against The country has set up barriers against
imports. ~between a class barrier between the two fam-
ilies~to a formidable barrier to communication

3 physical object that prevents sb/sth passing
e ADJ. impassable, impenetrable | natural
e VERB + BARRIER form
e PREP. ~between The mountains form a natural bar-
rier between the two countries.

barrister roun

e ADJ. brilliant, good, leading, successful, top | prac-
tising, qualified | junior, trainee | defence/defending,
prosecuting/prosecution

e PREP. ~forthe barrister for the ferry company ¢

=> Note at PROFESSIONAL (for verbs)

base noun

1lowest part
e ADJ. firm, solid, strong
e VERB + BASE have The statue has a solid concrete
base.

2 original idea/situation
e ADJ. firm, secure. solid, sound, strong | economic,
ideological His arguments have a sound economic base.
e VERB - BASE have | establish, give sb, provide (sb
with) These policies give us a solid base for winning the
nextelection. | use sth as
e PREP. ~for He used the notes as a base for his lecture.

3 of support/income/power
e ADJ. solid, sound | broad, narrow These policies have
a broad base of support. | power a politician with a rural
power base | commercial, economic, financial, indus-
trial, manufacturing, tax The country has a sound com-
mercial base. | client, customer
e VERB + BASE have | develop, expand, improve, in-
crease Thecompany is trying to expand its customer base.
e BASE + VERB grow | shrink

4 main place
e ADJ. excellent, ideal, perfect
e VERB + BASE have The company has its base in New
York. | establish, set up The company has set up its new
basein the north.
e BASE + NOUN camp
e PREP. ~foran ideal basefor mountain expeditions

5 military centre

o ADJ. foreign Demonstrators demanded the removal of
foreign bases. | air, air force, military, missile, NATO,
naval, RAF

e VERB + BASE have | build, establish The Americans
established a naval base on the island in the 1960s.

e PREP. at a/the~ equipment kept at the base on a/the ~
people living on the air force base to (the)~ The planes
have all returned to base.

base verp

PHRASAL VERB

base sth on/upon sth
e ADV. closely, firmly | broadly, loosely The novels are
all loosely based on the author’s life. | largely Their re-
search was based largely on anecdotal evidence.

basement noun

e ADJ. dark, unlit, wndowless | bargain (often figura-
tive) bargain basement prices

e BASEMENT + NOUN apartment, bar, flat, kitchen,
room, studio | door, stairs, steps, window | car park

e PREP. in a/the~ Thecanteen is down in the basement.

bash noun

1 strong hit
e VERB + BASH give sb/sth | get
e PREP. on Shegot a bash on the head.
2party
e ADJ. big | birthday. charity, farewell
e VERB + BASH give, throw They're throwing a big
bash to celebrate their anniversary.

bash vers

e ADV. hard She bashed him so hard she broke his nose.

o PREP. on Someone bashed him on the nose. with She
bashed him with her book.

e PHRASES bash sb about/up He had been attacked and
bashed about a bit.

basics noun

e VERB + BASICS grasp, know, learn, master, pick up,
understand | cover The book covers the basics of mas-
sage. | concentrate on, stick to It’s best to stick to basics
when planning such a large party. | get/go back to, get
down to [t’s time our education system got back to basics.
e PHRASES get the basics right The important thing is
to get the basics right.

basis noun

1 starting point
e ADJ. firm, solid, sound
e VERB + BASIS form, provide
e PREP. ~for The proposal provides a sound basis for a
book.
e PHRASES have no basis in sth These allegations have
no basis in fact.

2 principle/reason
e ADJ. whole
e PREP. on the ~of We made our decision on the basis of
the information we had. | ~for The whole basis for your
argument is false.

3 way sth is done/organized
e ADJ. regular | daily, monthly, weekly, etc. Staff are
employed on a monthly basis. | permanent, temporary |
casual, part-time, voluntary | commercial
e PREP. ona...~



basket
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basket roun
1 container

e ADJ. cane, straw, wicker/wickerwork, wire, woven |
laundry, sewing | bread, food, fruit, shopping |
waste/waste-paper | cat, dog | bicycle She was cycling
along with her bicycle basket full of shopping. | picnic |
flower, hanging hanging baskets full of summer flowers

e VERB + BASKET make, weave | fill, load (sth into),
pack (sth into), put sth in | take sth from/out of, unpack
| carry, heave, pick up She heaved the huge basket onto
thetable. | swing | put down, set down

e BASKET + VERB be filled with sth, be full of sth, con-
tain sth a basket filled with delicious fruit

e PHRASES in/into a/the~ Thecat lay curled in its basket.
| ~of a basket of flowers/fruit

2in basketball

e VERB + BASKET shoot | make, score, sink

basketball noun

e ADJ. college, professional

e QUANT. game

e VERB + BASKETBALL play | watch

e BASKETBALL ~ NOUN championship, match | court
[ coach, player, star, team | referee, umpire

= Special page at SPORT

bass noun

1lowest part in music

e ADJ. boomy, loud, pounding [ solid The bass clarinet
Jforms a solid bass for the woodwind group. | ground The
church organist may improvise on a ground bass. | fig-
ured (= abass line in which the chords are represented by
figures, not written out in full) the abandonment in the
late 18th century of figured bass in favour of completely
written out orchestral scores

e VERB - BASS sing He sings bass in our local choir. |
turn down/up He always plays his stereo with the bass
turned rvight up.

e BASS + NOUN note, sound | line a pounding bass line
| clef

2 lowest male singing voice

e ADJ. deep.low

e VERB + BASS sing Don has agreed to sing bass (= sing
the bass part).

e BASS + NOUN voice | part

e PREP. in a ... ~ He answered my question in a surpris-
ingly deep bass.

3 bass guitar

e ADJ. electric | fretless

e VERB + BASS tune (up)

e BASS + NOUN guitar

= Special page at MUSIC

bassoon noun
= Special page at MUSIC

bat rnoun

1in games

e ADJ. baseball, cricket, table tennis

e VERB + BAT grip, hold | carry | swing
2 small flying animal

e ADJ. fruit, pipistrelle, vampire

e BAT + VERB flutter, fly | roost | squeak
e PHRASES a species of bat

bat verp

e VERB + BAT go into Hick wentin to bat after Hussain.
put sb in to India won the toss and put England in to bat.
e PREP. for Smith was first to bat for Warwickshire.

batch noun

1 number of people/things
e ADJ. large, small | whole A whole batch of original
drawings will be on sale. | fresh, new He baked a fresh
batch of rolls. o Each summer a new batch of students tries
tofind work. | latest the latest batch of opinion polls
e PREP. inthe~ How many books are there in each batch?
© Wedeliver the goods in batches. | ~of a batch of letters
2in computing
® BATCH ~ NOUN job fo process a batch job | file, pro-
gram | processing | mode fo run in batch mode |
queue

bath noun

e ADJ. hot, warm | cold | long | quick [ bubble lying
in a hot bubble bath | baby, bird

e VERB + BATH fill, run Could you run the bath for me? |
have, take | lie in, soak in | need

e BATH + NOUN tap, water (also bathwater) | mat,
towel | time It's the children’s bath time.

e PREP. inthe~ Please answer the phone. I'm in the bath!

bathroom roun

e ADJ. steamy | large, spacious | tiny | luxurious, lux-
ury | fitted | tiled | adjoining, en suite | communal,
shared | private | downstairs, upstairs

e VERB + BATHROOM go to, use (= go to the toilet)

e BATHROOM + NOUN cabinet, cupboard | accessor-
ies, equipment, fittings, suite | mirror | scales I weigh
myself on the bathroom scales every day. | facilities

baton roun

1 used by police/soldiers
e ADJ. electric | wooden | police
e VERB + BATON carry, hold | draw, use The police
were ordered to draw their batons and disperse the crowd.
e BATON + NOUN charge Five people wereinjured in the
baton charge.

2 used by a conductor
e VERB + BATON raise, wave
e PREP. under the~of The orchestra made the recording
under the baton of a young German conductor.

3usedinarelay race
e ADJ. hand, pass Each runner passes the baton to the
next. | take (up) | drop

4 used by a drum majorette
e VERB + BATON swing, twirl

battered «q;.

e VERBS be, feel, look | become, get

e ADV. badly, very | abit, a little, rather, slightly | emo-
tionally She felt emotionally battered.

e PHRASES battered old She wore a battered old robe.

battery roun

1 for electricity
e ADJ. dead, flat The car won’t start—the battery’s flat. |
rechargeable | car,torch | alkaline, lithium
e VERB + BATTERY charge, recharge | change, re-
place | connect Is the battery connected correctly? | be
powered by, run on, use, work on The machine can also
run on batteries.
e BATTERY + VERB give out, go dead, run down, run
out After about six hours, the battery will run down.
e BATTERY - NOUN power | life With our product you
get longer battery life. | failure | charger
e PHRASES battery-operated, battery-powered a small
battery-powered car

2large group of similar things
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e ADJ. full, whole e VERB + BAYONET fix | thrust A bayonet had been
e PREP. ~of I had to answer a whole battery of questions. thrust through his belly.
e PHRASES a battery of tests
beach noun
battle noun e ADJ. beautiful, fine, lovely, magnificent, palm-
1between armies fringed, sun-drenched | golden, sandy, white | pebble.
e ADJ. bloody, fierce | pitched The two armies fought a shingle | bathing, pleasure | deserted, empty, private,
Dpitched battle on the plain. | decisive | great, important, secluded
major | famous, historic | land, naval, sea e BEACH + VERB stretch a beautiful golden beach
e VERB + BATTLE fight (in) | win | lose | do, give, go stretching for miles
into, join Charles V refused to give battle. o The two armies e PREP. along a/the ~ He walked along the beach. at
Jjoined battle. | send sb into Many young men were sent a/the ~ They met at the beach. on a/the ~ She lay on the
into battle without proper training. beach and read her book.
e BATTLE -~ VERB begin, take place | rage | continue
| be over, end bead noun
e PREP. at a/the ~ Napoleon was defeated at the Battle of 4 small piece of glass, wood, etc.
Waterloo. in (a/the)~ Hedied in battle. e ADJ. amber, glass, wooden, etc. | prayer, rosary
2 violent fight between two groups e QUANT. strand, string a string of wooden beads
e ADJ. fierce | pitched | running | gun e VERB + BEAD wear | fasten, put on | take off, undo,
e VERB + BATTLE fight unfasten | thread She threaded the beads carefully.
e PREP. ~ against Police fought a pitched battle against * BEAD + VERB hang A strand of coral beads hung
demonstrators. ~between a gun battle between police and round her neck.
drug smugglers ~with Scores of people have been hurt in ¢ BEAD + NOUN curtain
running battles with police. 2 small drop of liquid
3struggle e PHRASES a bead of moisture/perspiration/sweat

e ADJ. bitter, fierce | real There’s now a real battle at the
top of the First Division. | constant, continuing, long, beak roun

long-running, ongoing, prolonged | losing, uphill We e ADJ. short, small | large, long | curved, hooked,
seem to be fighting a losing battle. | successful | court, pointed, sharp | powerful | black, yellow
legal e VERB + BEAK open | close

e VERB + BATTLE be engaged in, do, fight Are you pre-

pared to do battle with your insurance company over the beaker noun
claim? | face | win | lose

e BATTLE + VERB begin | be over,end

e PREP. ~ against his long battle against cancer ~ be-
tween a fierce battle betiween developers and the local com-
munity ~for the battle for human rights ~ over The gov-
ernment now faces a new battle over tax increases. ~with
They areengaged in a long-running legal battle with their
neighbours.

e PHRASES a battle of ideas/words, a battle of beam noun
wills/wits, a battle royal (= a major battle in which all  1ray of light

e ADJ. glass, plastic a glass beaker containing copper
sulphate solution © She drank from a plastic beaker

e VERB + BEAKER fill, refill | drain, empty | lift, pick
up, raise | place, put down, replace, set down | drink
from/out of

¢ BEAKER + VERB contain sth

available forces take part), fight your own battles My e ADJ. bright, intense, piercing, powerful | narrow,
parents believed in leaving me to fight my own battles. thin | electron, laser, searchlight, torch
e VERB + BEAM direct, point, send, shine | play He
battle verp Dlayed the beam of his torch over the wall of the cave. |
. catch sb/sth in He was suddenly caught in the full beam of
e ADV. hard | bravely The child battled bravely for her a searchlight.

life. | invain Doctors battled in vain to save his life. | con-
stantly | away We'll keep battling away and hope that the
goals start to come.

e PREP. against Rescuers battled against torrential rain
and high winds. for battling for control of the party over
Residents are battling over plans for a new supermarket.
through We battled through the snowstorm. with Riot po-
lice battled with 4 000 students. ¢ battling with leukaemia
e PHRASES battle it out Competitors battled it out
against the clock. battle your way He battled his way to the
bar.

e BEAM + VERB shine | illuminate sth, light sth up

e PREP. ~from the beam from the lighthouse ~of A beamn
of sunlight shone in through the window.

e PHRASES on full beam car headlights onfull beam

2long piece of wood/metal
e ADJ. timber, wooden | oak | iron, metal, steel | old,
original a cottage with original beams and a thatched roof
| exposed a cosy pub with exposed oak beams | horizon-
tal, vertical
¢ BEAM + VERB support sth

eam
bay noun b verb
1part of a coast

e ADJ. sheltered | wide | sandy

e VERB + BAY overlook holiday flats overlooking the

e ADV. broadly He beamed broadly at them, clearly very
pleased to see them. | positively She positively beamed
with satisfaction. | cheerfully, happily, proudly

e PREP. at She beamed happily at Maxim. with His face

bay . ) beamed with pleasure.
e PREP. across the~ Lightstwinkled across the bay.
2 area used for a particular purpose bean noun
ADJ. docking, landing, loadi
¢ ocking, fanding ng 1 vegetable

bavonet e ADJ. black-eyed, broad, butter, chilli, French, green,
yon noun haricot, kidney, runner, soya, string | canned, dried,
o ADJ. fixed troops with fixed bayonets refried | baked baked beans on toast



bear

e VERB + BEAN eat, have | plant | grow She grows her
own broad beans. | cook | drain, strain | soak If using
dried beans, soak them overnight first.

e BEAN + NOUN curd | sprout

=> Special page at FOOD

2 seed of other plants
e ADJ. cocoa,coffee
e VERB + BEAN roast | grind

bear verp

1 accept/deal with sth
e VERB + BEAR be able/unable to, can/could (hard-
ly/scarcely) Don’t leave me alone. I wouldn’t be able to
bear it. © How can you bear this awful noise? o We could
hardly bear to be outdoors in the blinding sunlight.

2 be responsible for sth
e VERB + BEAR have to, must Do parents have to bear
the whole cost of tuition fees? © You must bear at least some
responsibility for what has happened.

PHRASAL VERB

bear on/upon sb/sth
o ADV. heavily The burden of the tax bore most heavily on
the poor.

bearable adj.

e VERBS be | become | make sth The camaraderie
among fellow employees made the tedious work just bear-
able. | find sth He found the dullness of his work scarcely
bearable.

e ADV. almost | hardly, scarcely | just

e PREP. for The money made life more bearable for her.

beard noun

e ADJ. bristling. bushy, full, shaggy | neat, neatly-
clipped | patchy. straggly, wispy | goatee | pointed |
ginger/gingery, greying, reddish, white, etc. | fake,
false

e VERB + BEARD grow | have, sport, wear He sported a
neat goatee beard. | clip, cut, trim | shave (off) | pull
(at), stroke, tug (at) Jim stroked his beard reflectively.

e BEARD + VERB grow My beard’s grown a lot. | be
streaked with sth His beard is streaked with grey.

e BEARD + NOUN growth, stubble He had two days’
beard growth across his jowls and chin.

e PREP. with a/the~ She’s scared of men with beards.

e PHRASES a three-day/seven-day, etc. growth of
beard, a three-day-old, etc. beard

bearing noun

1 way in which sth is related
e ADJ. direct, important, significant The rise in interest
rates had a direct bearing on the company’s profits.
e VERB + BEARING have
e PREP. ~On

2 direction/position
e ADJ. compass
e VERB + BEARING check He checked his bearings on
the map in the car. | find, get Everything was in darkness
and it was difficult to get my bearings. | keep To keep
your bearings in a desert sandstorm is impossible. | lose
She lost her bearings in the thick forest.
e PHRASES take a (compass) bearing on sth Take a
compass bearing on that mountain.

beast noun

1animal
e ADJ. ferocious, savage, snarling, wild Savage beasts
once roamed these forests. | exotic, fabled, fantastic, le-
gendary, mythical, rare, strange paintings of mythical
beasts | great, huge, magnificent, mighty

e PHRASES a beast of burden, a beast of prey

2 unpleasant/cruel person
e ADJ. filthy You filthy beast! | sex Local people live in
fear of this unknown sex beast.
e PHRASES the beast in sb (= the violent or sexual part
of sb’s character) The beast in her wanted to destroy his
house. bring out the beast in sb Somehow she brought out
the beast in him.

beat noun

1 rhythm
e ADJ. regular, rhythmic, steady | pounding
e VERB + BEAT clap to, dance to, sway to They danced
to the rhythmic beat of the music.
e PHRASES two, three, four, etc. beats to the bar The
Dpiece has four beats to the bar. sb’s heart misses/skips a
beat (= sb feels very nervous) As I opened the letter; my
heart missed a beat.

2 of a police officer
e VERB + BEAT pound, walk We have two officers walk-
ing the beat after midnight.
e PREP. on the~ officers on the beat

beat vers

1inagame
e ADV. comfortably, comprehensively, convincingly,
easily, hands down, soundly He beat her hands down. |
narrowly He was narrowly beaten by his opponent.
e PREP. at She beat him at chess. by beating her by just
three points
e PHRASES beat sb into second, third, etc. place He
was beaten into second place by the American.

2 hitsb
e ADV. badly, brutally, savagely, severely, violently
e PREP. with She was beaten with a metal bar.
e PHRASES beat sb about/over the head He had been
beaten about the head with a rock. beat sb to death, beat
sb unconscious

4 of heart/wings
e ADV. fast, frantically. painfully, rapidly. wildly I could
feel my heart beating wildly.

5 mix
e ADV. thoroughly, well Beat the mixture well, until it is
light and creamy. | lightly Add three eggs, lightly beaten.

PHRASAL VERB

beat down
e ADV. mercilessly, relentlessly
e PREP. on/upon The African sun beat relentlessly down
on his aching head.

beating rnoun

e ADJ. brutal, savage, severe, terrible, violent

e VERB + BEATING get, receive, suffer, take The team
took a terrible beating. | give sb/sth They caught him and
gave him a violent beating.

beautiful ad;.

e VERBS be, feel, look, seem | become, grow | make
sb/sth We did all we could to make the room beautiful. |
find sb/sth He found her exquisitely beautiful.

e ADV. exceptionally, extraordinarily, extremely, out-
standingly, really, remarkably, supremely, truly, very |
absolutely, perfectly, quite, utterly | just, simply
(informal) ‘They're just beautiful,’ breathed Jo, when she
saw the earrings. | almost I remember her as pretty, al-
most beautiful. | rather | astonishingly, breathtaking-
ly, dazzlingly, incredibly, staggeringly, startlingly, strik-
ingly, stunningly, unbelievably, wonderfully | uniquely
| exquisitely | serenely | classically Her features were
classically beautiful, with perfectly structured high cheek-



beg

bones. | coldly The designs were pure, austere and coldly
beautiful. | achingly, eerily, hauntingly. painfully «
hauntingly beautiful melody

beauty noun

1 quality of being beautiful
e ADJ. breathtaking, extraordinary, great, outstanding,
sheer an area of breathtaking beauty | classical the clas-
sical beauty of her face | natural | physical | scenic
e BEAUTY + VERB last | fade Her beauty faded as she
gotolder.
e BEAUTY + NOUN competition,
parlour, salon | treatment | spot
e PHRASES beauty is in the eye of the beholder, beauty
is only skin-deep

2 beautiful person or thing
e ADJ. great Shewas known asa great beauty in her time.
| absolute, real My new car's a real beauty! | little Isn't
shea little beauty?

contest | queen |

bed noun

1 piece of furniture for sleeping on
e ADJ. double, king-size, single, twin | bunk, camp,
feather, folding, four-poster, hospital, sofa | warm |
unmade a messy room, with an unmade bed and clothes on
the floor | marriage
e VERB + BED do (informal), make, make up | strip
Please strip the beds and put the sheets in the washing ma-
chine. | climb into, crawl into, get into, go to, tumble
into She crawled into bed exhausted. | climb out of, get
out of, leap out of | lie (down) on, lie in. sit on He lay in
bed, reading his book. ¢ Elizabeth was sitting on her bed
writing a letter. | put sb to, tuck sb up in I£’s your turn to
put the children to bed. | wet Don’t punish a child who
wets the bed.
e BED + NOUN clothes,linen
e PREP. in~Iliketo bein bed before 110’clock. out of~ Are
you out of bed yet?
e PHRASES bed and breakfast, the edge/side of the
bed, the foot/head of the bed, get sb into bed (= have sex
with sb), go to bed with sb (= have sex with sb), take to
your bed (= go to bed because you are ill), time for bed
Comeon, children, it’s time for bed.

2 piece of ground for growing flowers, vegetables, etc.
e ADJ. flower, rose, strawberry | ornamental | raised
e PREP. ~ofornamental beds of roses

bedroom noun

e ADJ. attractive, elegant, pleasant, pretty | comfort-
able. cosy | big, enormous, large, spacious | cell-like,
little, modest, small, tiny | double, single, twin | en
suite | main, master, principal | nursery | study | at-
tic, back, downstairs, first-floor, front, upstairs | guest,
spare | hotel

e VERB + BEDROOM share I used to share a bedroom
with my brother. | convert They converted the spare bed-
room into an office. | decorate, redecorate

e BEDROOM + NOUN furniture, suite | window [ slip-
pers | scene The actress refused to appear naked in the
bedroom scenes.

e PREP. around a/the ~ There were dirty clothes strewn
around the bedroom. in a/the~

e PHRASES a 3-bedroom, etc. house The larger houses
are four-bedroom houses.

bedside noun

e VERB + BEDSIDE be called to, be summoned to The
doctor was summoned to his bedside. | stay at/by | leave
His wife never left his bedside.

e BEDSIDE + NOUN cabinet, lamp, light, table

e PREP. atsb’s/the~, by sb’s/the~ I like to keep a glass of
water by my bedside.

bedtime noun

e ADJ. normal, usual

e BEDTIME + NOUN reading, story | drink

e PREP. at~, before sb’s~, past sb’s ~ It’s well past my
normal bedtime.

bee noun

e ADJ. bumble (also bumblebee), honey, killer | queen,
worker | angry He was stung by thousands of angry bees.
e QUANT. swarm

e BEE + VERB buzz, hum A bee buzzed in my ear |
sting (sb) | fly, swarm The bees swarmed round the hive.
e BEE + NOUN hive (also beehive) | sting | keeper
(also bee-keeper)

beef noun

e ADJ. fresh | lean | fatty | tender | tough | prime |
organic | medium, rare, well done ‘How would you like
your beef?’ ‘Rare, please.’ | roast | corned, minced, salt-
ed a kilo of very lean minced beef

e QUANT. bit, piece, slice | fillet, joint, rib, side

e VERB + BEEF eat | boil, braise, cook, fry, roast, stew
| carve, cut carving ajoint of beef

e BEEF + NOUN stew, stock | cattle | farmer | indus-
try, production

beer noun

e ADJ. excellent, good, great, quality | strong |
alcohol-free, light. low-alcohol, no-alcohol | cold, ice-
cold | warm | foaming a glass of foaming ice-cold beer |
black, blonde, dark | bottled, cask, draught, keg | flat
(=that the gas has gone out of) | stale The pub smelled of
stale beer. | home-brewed | designer The shop special-
izes in designer beers.

e QUANT. litre, pint I ordered half a pint of beer with my
sandwich. | barrel, bottle, can, glass, keg, tankard |
crate

e VERB + BEER drink Do you drink beer? | have Will
you have a beer? | down He downed his beer in one go. |
gulp (at), sip (at), swig, take a gulp/sip/swig of | draw,
pour (sb) This beer should be drawn slowly. © He poured
usall a beer. | order Isaw him at the bar ordering a beer. |
go for I'm going for a beer with Carl tonight. | brew |
chill

e BEER + VERB chill Put the beer in the fridge to chill. |
foam | go flat | flow (figurative) The beer flowed freely
after the match. | slop He slammed his glass down and the
beer slopped over the sides.

e BEER + NOUN drinker, lover | maker | barrel, bottle,
can, crate, glass, keg, mug, tankard | mat | festival |
consumption, production, sales | cellar, garden The
pub has a beer garden round the back. | belly He’s only
twenty but he’s already got a beer belly (= a fat stomach
from drinking too much beer). | money Playing non-
league football keeps him in beer money (= earns him
enough money to buy beer, but he has to do another job to
earnaliving).

beg verp
1 ask sb for food, money, etc.

e VERB + BEG be forced to, have to
e PREP. for begging for food from He had to beg food from
passers-by.

2 ask for sth with great emotion

e ADV. almost, practically In the end they almost begged
him to take the job. | humbly We humbly beg Your Maj-
esty toshow mercy. | silently Don’t leave me, he begged her
silently.
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e VERB + BEG be forced to, have to
e PREP. for We went to him to beg for forgiveness. of (for-
mal) Do not do that, I beg of you.

begin very

e ADV. (all over) again Once it has finished, the video
automatically begins again. ¢ We had to begin all over
again.

e VERB + BEGIN be due to, be expected to, be sched-
uled to The entertainment was due to begin at 8.30. | be
ready to | be about to, be going to A new life was about
to begin for him.

e PREP. by Let's begin by writing down a few ideas. with
We will begin with a brief discussion of the problems. ¢
Canyou think of a word beginning with V?

e PHRASES begin at the beginning Begin your story at
the beginning, and carry on to the end.

beginner noun

e ADJ. absolute, complete, real

beginning noun

e ADJ. new Shespokeof a new beginning for the nation.
e VERB + BEGINNING herald, mark This invention
marked the beginning of the modern age. | see 2001 saw
the beginning of a period of rapid growth.

e PREP. atthe~(of sth) 'm paid at the beginning of each
month. from the ~ Tell me the whole story, right from the
beginning. in the~ Inthe beginning Ifound the coursevery
difficult.

e PHRASES the beginning of the end That holiday to-
gether was the beginning of the end of our friendship.
early/first beginnings The society had its early begin-
nings in discussion groups. from beginning to end The
play was rubbish from beginning to end. from hum-
ble/modest/small beginnings From these small begin-
nings it grew into the vast company we know today. the
very beginning I disliked her from the very beginning.

behave verd

e ADV. impeccably, perfectly, well | aggressively,
badly, disgracefully, outrageously Children who behave
badly are rejecting adult values. | appropriately, cor-
rectly, properly, responsibly The enquiry investigated
whether officers had behaved correctly. | improperly. irre-
sponsibly | rationally, reasonably | stupidly, unrea-
sonably | normally | oddly, out of character, strange-
ly, suspiciously | accordingly Children, if they are used
to being treated with respect, will behave accordingly. |
naturally the freedom to behave naturally

e PREP. as if/though He behaved as if nothing out of the
ordinary was happening. like Stop behaving like a three-
year-old! towards He had always behaved in a friendly
manner towards us.

behaviour roun

e ADJ. exemplary, good He had his jail term cut for good
behaviour. | acceptable | antisocial, bad, unaccept-
able, undesirable | deviant, problem Teachers can’t al-
ways respond effectively to problem behaviour. | normal |
strange | aggressive, criminal, disruptive, violent |
animal, human, sexual, social

e VERB + BEHAVIOUR control, influence Parents can
influence the behaviour of their children. | alter, change.
modify | display, exhibit, show Animals in zoos often
display disturbed behaviour:

e BEHAVIOUR + NOUN pattern

e PREP. ~towards his behaviour towards his parents

e PHRASES behaviour and attitudes, be on your best
behaviour (= to behave very well in order to impress sb),
a code of behaviour, a pattern of behaviour, standards

of behaviour a new study looking at the behaviour and at-
titudes of young men

being roun

1 living creature
e ADJ. human, living the rights of all human beings | in-
telligent, rational 7 work on the assumption that people are
rational beings. | strange, supernatural

2 state of existing
e VERB + BEING be brought into, come into (= to start
to exist) How do you think the world came into being?

belief noun

e ADJ. absolute, deep-seated, deeply held, fervent,
firm, passionate, profound, strong, strongly held, un-
shakeable | genuine, honest, sincere She was strict
with her children in the genuine belief that it was the right
thing to do. | entrenched, fanatical [ common, com-
monly held, general, popular, widely held, widespread |
growing | long-held, long-standing | basic, central,
core, fundamental the basic beliefs of Christianity | per-
sonal, private I think the rights and wrongs of eating meat
area matter of personal belief | rational, reasonable | ir-
rational, superstitious [ instinctive | naive | strange |
conflicting, contradictory | erroneous, false, mis-
guided, mistaken I took the job in the mistaken belief that
I would be able to stay in London. | ancient, traditional
The people still follow their traditional beliefs. | orthodox
| cultural, moral, political, religious, spiritual They were
persecuted for their religious beliefs. | Catholic, Chris-
tian, pagan, etc.

e QUANT. set, system Each religion has its set of beliefs.
e VERB + BELIEF have, hold I have very firm beliefs
about moral issues. | share He shared his father’s belief
that people should work hard for their living. | adhere to,
cling to, follow, hold on to, stick to She clung to the belief
that he would come back to her. & The Labour Party must
stick to its beliefs. | abandon, give up, renounce | lose
She has lost her belief in God. | affirm, assert, declare,
express, state Here the apostle Peter affirms his belief
that the scriptures are ‘inspired’. | emphasize, stress |
encourage, foster, fuel The exam results encouraged the
belief that he was a good teacher. | confirm, reinforce,
strengthen, support This latest evidence strengthens our
belief that the government is doing the right thing. |
question, shake, shatter, undermine, weaken The
child’s death shook her belief in God. | respect You must
respect other people’s beliefs. | beggar, defy (= to be im-
possible to believe) It beggars belief how things could
have got this bad.

e BELIEF + VERB persist Belief in the magical proper-
ties of this herb persisted down the centuries.

e BELIEF + NOUN system

e PREP. beyond ~ (= too great, difficult, etc. to be be-
lieved) Dissatisfaction with the government has grown be-
yond belief < icy air that was cold beyond belief in
the ~that She did it in the belief that it would help her car-
eer. | ~ about beliefs about the origin of the universe
~among There is a belief among young people that educa-
tion is a waste of time. ~in a belief in God

e PHRASES contrary to popular belief (= in spite of
what people think) Contrary to popular belief, rainforests
arenot jungles through which you have to slash a path.

believable adj.

e VERBS be,sound | find sth
e ADV. very All the characters were very believable. |
hardly I find her story hardly believable.
believe verp
e ADV. firmly, really, seriously (only used with nega-
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tives). sincerely He firmly believed that he was right. © No
one seriously believes that this war will happen. | mis-
takenly

e VERB + BELIEVE can’'t/cannot, could not I couldn’t
believe what I was hearing. | be hard to It’s hard to be-
lieve that this campaign has been going on for ten years. |
give sb to The boss gave me to believe that we would all get
apayrise. | have reason to We have reason to believe that
the escaped prisoner may be hiding in this house. | be in-
clined to I'm inclined to believe you. | lead sb to The ad-
vertisement led us to believe that all prices had been cut.

e PHRASES can/could hardly/scarcely believe sth, not
believe a word of sth I didn’t believe a word of what he
said.

believer noun

1 sb who has religious faith
e ADJ. devout, genuine, true | religious

2 sb who believes that sth is good
e ADJ. fervent, firm. great, passionate, staunch, strong
e PREP. ~inTI'ma firm believer in the benefits of exercise.

bell noun

1 hollow metal object that rings
e ADJ. church, temple | wedding (often figsurative) The
two of them went everywhere together and their friends
could already hear wedding bells (= were sure they would
get married). | cow | distant
e VERB + BELL ring | hear
e BELL + VERB chime, clang, jangle, peal, ring (out),
sound, tinkle, toll The bells on the harness tinkled softly. ©
The church bells tolled for Evensong.
e BELL - NOUN tower | pull, rope
e PHRASES a chime of bells the faint chime of bells a
peal of bells She heard a peal of church bells. a sound of
bells The sound of bells echoed across the valley.

2 other object that rings
e ADJ. bicycle, door (also doorbell) | dinner, school |
electric | alarm, warning (often figurative) Alarm bells
wereringing inside Stuart’s head.
e VERB + BELL press, ring, sound | answer She hur-
ried to answer the doorbell.
e BELL + VERB go, ring, sound The school bell goes at
three every afternoon.
e BELL ~ NOUN push

bellow roun

e ADJ. great,loud | angry

e VERB + BELLOW give, let out She gave a great bellow
of laughter. | hear

e PREP. with a~ He woke with a bellow of rage. | ~of

e PHRASES a bellow of laughter, a bellow of rage

= Note at SOUND

belly noun

e ADJ. empty, full | flat | fat, pot Since he turned 30 he’s
started to develop a pot belly. | distended, swollen | beer
(= afat stomach from drinking too much beer)

e BELLY + VERB bulge | hang He's so fat, his belly
hangs over histrousers. | swell

e PREP. in your~ Shefelt thechild in her belly kick.

belongings noun

e ADJ. personal

e VERB + BELONGINGS collect/gather (together/up),
pack (up) She collected up her personal belongings and
left. | go through, look through, rifle through, search In
her absence, someone had gone through her belongings. |
sort through He was trying to sort through his belongings
and bring them to some sort of order.

beloved adj.

e VERBS be

e ADV. dearly, much the death of his much beloved wife

e PREP. by anarea beloved by artists of She ran oneof the
little tea rooms so beloved of Londoners at the turn of the
century.

belt noun

1 narrow piece of leather, etc. worn round the waist
e ADJ. broad, wide | narrow | thick | studded | cart-
ridge, money, sword | trouser
e VERB + BELT buckle, do up,
undo, unfasten | tighten | loosen
e BELT + NOUN buckle, loop
=> Special page at CLOTHES

2in a machine
e ADJ. conveyor, drive, fan

3 area of land
e ADJ. wide | narrow. thin | coastal, mountain | corn,
cotton, wheat | green, industrial New roads are cutting
into the green belt (= open land round a city where build-
ing is strictly controlled). | commuter, stockbroker
e PREP. ~of @ narrow belt of trees

fasten | unbuckle,

bemused ad;.

e VERBS be, look, seem, sound | become

e ADV. totally Sarah looked totally bemused. | a bit.
faintly, a little, quite, rather, slightly, somewhat ] was be-
ginning to feel slightly bemused.

e PREP. by Connie was rather bemused by all the atten-
tion she was getting.

bench noun

1long seat
e ADJ. long | narrow | hard | padded | wooden |
garden, park | replacements’, subs’, substitutes’
(sport) They have several top players on the subs’ bench.
e VERB + BENCH sit(down)on
e BENCH + NOUN seat
e PREP. on a/the ~ He often sleeps on park benches.

2in Parliament

e ADJ. government, Opposition | Conservative, La-
bour, etc. | back, front (Government ministers and the
most important members of the Opposition sit on the
front benches. Back-bench MPs have no official position
besides that of MP)

e VERB - BENCH be on,siton

e PREP. from the ... ~s There were cheers from the La-
bour benches. on the ... ~s Some MPs on the government
back benches are starting to question the government’s
handling of the war.

3long narrow table that people work at
e ADJ. work (also workbench) | carpenter’s, labora-
tory
e PREP. at a/the~ He was working at his bench.

bend noun

e ADJ. gentle, slight, wide | hairpin, sharp. tight Some
of the hairpin bends had Ruth clinging to her seat. | dan-
gerous | blind mountain roads with steep gradients and
blind bends | left-hand, right-hand | final (= in a race)
He had a winning lead off the final bend.

e QUANT. series a series of dangerous bends

e VERB + BEND come round, negotiate, round, take,
turn He slowed down to negotiate the bend.

e PREP. around/round a/the ~ The car vanished round a
bend. into a/the~ I inched the car into the bend. off a/the ~
He came off the bend in the lead. on a/the ~ Slow down on
the tight bends. | ~in a wide bend intheriver
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bend verp

e ADV. slightly | quickly, swiftly | backwards, for-
wards | down, over I bent down and tied my shoelace. |
close, nearer Sarah bent close to him. | double I had to
bend double to get under the table.

e PREP. at Avoid bending at the waist when lifting heavy
objects. towards He came closer and bent towards her.

benefactor noun

e ADJ. generous, kind | wealthy | great | anonym-
ous, mysterious, unknown | private | public He was a
great public benefactor and gave land for building the sea
wall.

e BENEFACTOR + VERB donate sth, give sth A private
benefactor donated £20 000.

e PREP. ~to Shewas a generous benefactor to the library.

beneficial adj.

e VERBS be, prove Some alternative treatments may
prove highly beneficial. | consider sth

e ADV. extremely, highly, very [ entirely, wholly |
clearly | mutually Thearrangement was mutually benefi-
cial. | medically, socially

o PREP. for[think it would be beneficial for each commit-
tee member to have a copy of the report. to Exercise is ex-
tremely beneficial to health.

benefit noun

1advantage
e ADJ. considerable, enormous, great, major, real,
substantial This could bring real benefits for teachers. |
maximum | additional The scheme has many additional
benefits. | fringe (= extra things that an employer gives
as well as wages) The fringe benefits include free healith in-
surance. | mutual The different environmental groups
could work together to their mutual benefit. | potential |
long-term, short-term | economic, environmental, fi-
nancial, health, social | tax
e VERB + BENEFIT enjoy.have The motor industry will
be one of the first to enjoy the benefits of the recovery. ¢ chil-
dren who have the benefit of a stable home background |
derive, gain, get, obtain, reap, receive The company de-
rived substantial benefit from thedeal. ¢ I reaped the bene-
fits of all my early training. | bring, offer, provide The
new factory will bring considerable benefits to the area. ¢
This deal will offer major benefits to industrialists and in-
vestors.
e BENEFIT + VERB accrue the benefits that accrue from
a good education
e PREP. for sb’s~ Weshalldo this for the benefit of the pa-
tients. of ~to This arrangement will be of great benefit to
you both. to sb's ~ It will be to everyone’'s benefit.
with/without the ~of managing to work without the bene-
fit of modern technology | ~for the benefits for companies
~from the benefits from tourism ~ of the benefit of a steady
income ~to What are the benefits to investors?

2 money
e ADJ. welfare | state | means-tested, universal One
way to cut spending is to move from universal benefits—
those paid to everyone regardless of need—to means-tested
ones. | cash | child, housing, sickness, social security,
unemployment
e QUANT. amount, level
e VERB + BENEFIT be eligible for, be entitled to. quali-
fy for | claim You may be able to claim housing benefit. |
draw, get, receive He receives unemployment benefit. | be
dependent on | lose She is worried that if she takes on a
job she will lose her benefits. | cut The government has cut
unemployment benefit. | increase
e BENEFIT + VERB be paid Benefit is paid monthly.

e BENEFIT + NOUN benefits agency | office | pay-
ment | system
e PREP. on~ He’son social security benefit.

benefit verp

e ADV. considerably, enormously, greatly, substantial-
ly | fuily | clearly, obviously, undoubtedly The new law
clearly benefits those earning the most money. | equally |
disproportionately | directly We benefited directly from
the reorganization. | indirectly | financially We both
benefited financially from the arrangement.

e PREP. from

benign ad;.

e VERBS be,look, seem

e ADV. fairly, rather. relatively The effects of this chem-
ical are fairly benign. | environmentally We are looking
for an environmentally benign alternative to bleach.

bent roun

e ADJ. natural | artistic, intellectual, literary, philo-
sophical, scientific

e VERB + BENT have She has an artistic bent. | show
He showed a literary bent from a young age.

e PREP. with ~ a child with a scientific bent | ~for a nat-
ural bent for languages

bent ad;.

e VERBS be, look | become, get The lamp post got bent
in thecrash.

o ADV. slightly He stood with knees slightly bent.

e PHRASES bent double The man shuffled back a few
paces, bent almost double.

bequest noun

e ADJ. generous, large, substantial The library has
received a generous bequest from a local businessman. |
small | charitable

e VERB + BEQUEST leave (sb), make (sb) In his will he
made a substantial bequest to his wife. | receive

e PREP. by~ The picture was acquired by bequest in 1921.
| ~from a bequest from the late Jack Dawkins ~to a be-
quest to his son

bereaved adj.

e VERBS be
e ADJ. newly, recently a recently bereaved family

bereavement noun

e ADJ. recent | family, personal

e VERB + BEREAVEMENT suffer He has suffered a be-
reavement. | come to terms with, cope with, get over

e BEREAVEMENT + NOUN counselling, counsellor

e PHRASES the pain/shock of bereavement

berry noun

e ADJ. ripe | wild | poisonous | holly, juniper, etc.

e VERB + BERRY have, produce Does this bush have
berries? | pick We picked a few of the berries. | eat

e BERRY + VERB ripen | drop off

=> Special page at FRUIT

berth noun

e ADJ. empty | upper | lower

e VERB + BERTH have | book, get, take I've managed
to get berths on the overnight ferry.

e PHRASES atwo-berth, three berth, etc. cabin
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best adj. bias noun

e VERBS be | consider sth, deem sth, judge sth, think
sth Owen judged it best to make no reply.

e ADV. very We aim fo give our guests the very best atten-
tion. | by far, easily This is by far the best restaurant in
thetown.

e PREP. at Who in the class is best at maths? for 'm only
trying to do what’s best for you.

bet noun

e ADJ. good, safe, sure | fair | outside (= with a very
small chance of winning)

e VERB + BET have. make, place. put I'm going to place
a bet on that white horse. | accept, take We are now tak-
ing betson theelection result. | win | lose

e PREP. ~on | had a bet on the three o’clock race. ~with I
made a bet with a friend.

e PHRASES do sth for a bet, my bet is/it is my bet
(that)... My bet is that Liverpool will win.

betrayal roun

e ADJ. personal | final, ultimate His defection to the
other side was the ultimate betrayal.

e VERB + BETRAYAL regard sth as, see sth as, view
sth as The business community regarded the measures as
a betrayal of election promises.

e PREP. ~of a betrayal of his friends ¢ The decisions were
a betrayal of everything my father stood for.

e PHRASES an act of betrayal. a betrayal of (sb’s) trust.
afeeling/sense of betrayal

e ADJ. clear, definite, marked, obvious, strong | left-
wing, right-wing | cultural, political

e VERB + BIAS have The newspaper has a clear bias to-
wards the Conservative Party. | display. show | avoid,
eliminate, reduce | correct We have now tried to correct
the bias in our original report. | be free from The news-
paper was freefrom political bias.

e BIAS + VERB creep in, exist Bias often creeps in
through the wording of questions.

e PREP. with/without~ All material must be selected and
presented without bias. with a~ a newspaper with a strong
left-wing bias | ~ against a bias against women ~in fa-
vour of/towards a bias in favour of small firms

biased ag;.

e VERBS be

e ADV. extremely, heavily, hopelessly, strongly, very |
a little, slightly | naturally | inherently | ideologically,
politically | racially

e PREP. against Fate was strongly biased against him. in
favour of The methods they employed were heavily biased
in the gentry's favour. towards Managers are naturally
biased towards projects showing a quick return.

Bible roun

e ADJ. Holy

e VERB + BIBLE read, study

e BIBLE ~ VERB say sth, tell sb sth.teach sth The Bible
teaches that all people are equal before God.

e BIBLE + NOUN reading, story | study

e PREP. in the ~ You can read the story of Noah in the

better ad;. o
e.

1 comparative of ‘good’
e VERBS be, feel, look, seem | get Cars are getting bet-

bibliography noun

ter all the time. | make sth We must make our inner cities
better to live and work in. | consider sth, deem sth,
judge sth, think sth [ thought it better to tackle him out-
side of business hours.

e ADV. a damned/darned sight, even, far, a lot, marked-
ly, (very) much, still, substantially, ten/a hundred/a
thousand times His latest book is a darned sight better
than the one before. | a bit, a good/great deal, a little,
marginally, slightly

e PHRASES no better Charles VII was a bad king, and
Charles VIIT was no better. nothing better than There’s
nothing better than a nicejuicy peach!

2recovered from an illness

e VERBS be, feel, look, seem | get I hope you get better
soon. | get sb, make sb Don’t worry. The doctor will soon
make you better. | kiss sth Did you hurt yourself? Poor
thing—come here and let me kiss it better:

e ADV. alot, (very) much | abit, a good/great deal, a lit-
tle, slightly

bewildered aq;.

e VERBS be, feel. look, seem, sound | become | leave
sb She packed her bags and left—leaving Matthew bewil-
dered and confused.

e ADV. very | completely, quite, thoroughly, totally, ut-
terly | alittle, rather, slightly, somewhat

e PREP. at He was rather bewildered at seeing her there.
by She was totally bewildered by his message.

bewildering adj.

e VERBS be, seem | find sth I found the experience quite
bewildering.

e ADV. very It was all very bewildering. | completely,
quite, totally a totally bewildering array of different wines
| abit, rather

e ADJ. brief, select. selective | comprehensive, exten-
sive an extensive bibliography of books and articles

e VERB + BIBLIOGRAPHY compile, put together |
contain, include | publish | consult Consult the bibliog-
raphy for further reading on the subject.

e PREP. in a/the ~ You’ll find the professor’s book in the
bibliography. | ~of The book includes a selective bibliog-
raphy of works on French art.

bicycle rnoun

e VERB + BICYCLE ride | get on, mount He mounted
his bicycle and rode off | get off | come off, fall off She
came off her bicycle when it skidded on some wet leaves. |
knock sb off | pedal Shepedalled her bicycle up the track.
| push, wheel I dismounted and began to push my bicycle
up the hill. | park | hire

e BICYCLE + VERB get/have a puncture

e BICYCLE + NOUN ride | chain, frame, wheel | rack,
shed | hire

e PREP. by~ Didyoucome by bicycle? on a/the ~ watching
the boys on their bicycles

e PHRASES lean/prop a bicycle against sth

bid noun
1 attempt

e ADJ successful | failed, unsuccessful | desperate
| takeover

e VERB + BID launch, make, mount A German firm
launched a takeover bid for the company. | succeed in |
fail in They failed in their bid to buy the holiday company.
e BID + VERB succeed | fail

e PREP. in al/the ~ He attacked his guards in a desperate
bid for freedom. | ~by a bid by the president to boost his
popularity ~for This play was her last bid for recognition.
e PHRASES a bid for freedom/power, a bid to escape
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2 offer of a sum of money to buy sth
e ADJ. high | low | opening | cash
e VERB + BID make, put in, submit He made a cash bid
for the company. | retract | call for, invite They have in-
vited bids for the property. | increase, raise | accept
e PREP. ~by/from a £24-million bid by a rival football
club ~for a bid for the chair ~of a bid of £100

bid very

1 offer money for sth
e PREP. against Two dealers bid against each other for
the antique table. for She bid £10 000 for the painting.

2 offer to do work
e ADV. successfully
e PREP. for We hauve successfully bid for the contract.

big ad.

1large
e VERBS be, look, seem | become, get, grow
e ADV. extremely, incredibly, really, very | fairly,
pretty, quite, rather This house is rather big for us. We
need something smaller.
e PHRASES big fat He was a big fat chap with a beard.

2important
e VERBS be
e ADV. extremely, really, very hoping the show would be
a really big success | fairly, pretty This is a fairly big deci-
sion to make.

bike roun

e ADJ. mountain, racing, touring, trail | exercise

e VERB + BIKE ride | geton He goton his bike and rode
off | get off | come off, fall off She came off her bike
when it skidded on some wet leaves. | knock sb off |
pedal She pedalled her bike up the track. | push, wheel
We had to push our bikes up the hill. | park | hire

e BIKE - VERB get/have a puncture

e BIKE + NOUN ride | shed

e PREP. by~ Did you come by bike? on a/the ~ watching
the boys on their bikes

e PHRASES lean/prop a bike against sth

bikini noun

e ADJ. brief, minuscule, skimpy
e BIKINI + NOUN bottoms, top | line
= Special page at CLOTHES

bilingual adj.

e VERBS be | become

e ADV. fully | virtually

e PREP. in He is virtually bilingual in Spanish and
Portuguese.

bill noun

1 showing money owed for goods/services
e ADJ. big, high. huge, large | outstanding, unpaid |
itemized | electricity, fuel, gas, hospital, hotel,
phone/telephone, etc. | tax
e VERB + BILL get, have Could I have the bill please? ©
Tve just got a huge tax bill. | be landed with, face The
company could now face higher fuel bills. | run up Weran
up a very large hotel bill. | foot, pay, pick up, settle Dor’t
worry—the company will pick up the bill. | present sb
with, send sb, submit They presented us with a very large
bill. | cut, reduce We need to cut our electricity bills.
e PREP. on a/the ~ Are the coffees on the bill? | ~for the
bill for the meal

2 proposal for a new law
e ADJ. controversial | emergency | private member’s
e VERB + BILL bring before Parliament, bring for-

ward/in, introduce, propose, put forward, submit The
bill will be brought before Parliament next year. & The gov-
ernment has put forward an emergency bill to limit the
powers of the police. | force through, push through, rail-
road through, rush through The opposition will try to
force the bill through Parliament. | draft, prepare |
amend | debate | adopt, approve, pass | support, vote
for | defeat, reject, throw out, veto | oppose, vote
against | shelve. withdraw

3 programme of entertainment
e ADJ. double
e VERB + BILL head, top Tom Jones is topping the bill.
e PREP. on a/the~ Mozartison the bill this evening.

bin noun

e ADJ. litter, rubbish, waste, wastepaper She threw the
letter in the wastepaper bin. | storage | pedal, wheelie
e VERB + BIN chuck sth in/into, put sth in, throw sth
in/into

e BIN - NOUN bag, liner | man

e PREP. in a/the~ Put the wrapper in the bin.

bind noun

e ADJ. awful, dreadful, real, terrible | double
e PREP. ina~ He'sinadouble bind: he needs experience to
get a job but he can’t get experience without working.

bind verp

1 tie with rope/fabric
e ADV. tightly They bound his hands together tightly.
e ADV. together
e PREP. to,with Thesails are bound to the mast with cord.
e PHRASES bind and gag sb, bind sb hand and foot She
found herself bound hand and foot.

2 make sb do sth
e ADV. contractually, legally, morally

3 book
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