
































































































































Alexander II, Emperor of Russia, 1855-1881. His coronation in 1856 was at-
tended by Samuel Colt. The beginning of his reign is usually called the era
of the Great Reforms.

Count Dmitrii Miliutin, Minister of War, 1861-1881. During Miliutin’s tenure
in office, Russia adopted universal military service and the reserve system.

It was also during this time that Russia modernized its weapons and its govern-
ment armeories.
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The Izhevsk Armory on the banks of the Izh River in the Ural Mountains.
The armory opened as a small arms factory in 1808 and was mechanized in
the early 1870s to make the Berdan 2 infantry rifle. Lithograph by M.
Rashevskii from a photograph by Nikitin, in Niva 43 (1887): 1053, courtesy
of the Library of Congress.

Master armorers of the Izhevsk Armory wearing ceremonial tunics. Each ar-
morer who distinguished himself in skill or in conduct received a ceremonial
tunic (paradnyi kaftan) bearing the name of his gunmaker’s shop. Lithograph
by Fliugel’ from a photograph by Nikitin, in Niva 43 (1887): 1072, courtesy
of the Library of Congress.



















































































































































































































































































































