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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE

Both in Great Britain and in the United States, the idea that students may
wish—and may even be expected—to study the history of parts of the world
other than their own has steadily gained ground in the last decade. In part
this is a reflection of changing social and political concerns: we are coming
to realize that we live in one world, and believe we ought therefore to know
more about parts of it hitherto neglected, or comparatively neglected, by
historians bred in the western tradition of scientific history. In part, too, it
reflects changes in the available source-material. Whatever its origin, though,
the impulse is beginning to make its mark in schools and colleges. They now
need books about Latin America, Africa, or Asia on the scale and at the level
of those which in the past introduced their students to European or English
history. This is one of the considerations which has shaped the design of this
series, which will include such books, as well as others on more familiar and
traditional areas of study.

In addition, up-to-date scholarship in English and European history, too,
must be made available to each generation of students. Consequently, this
series 1s tripartite. Four volumes in it are devoted to modern European
history, in which the British Isles are treated as a part of European society
as a whole. A second group of four volumes is more specialized, being
confined to English history. The third, larger group contains introductory
volumes, covering fairly long periods, about areas and countries which are
only now beginning to be studied by others than specialists. Some of these
will be defined regionally—the projected volume on Latin America, for
example. Those on the United States and Russia, on the other hand, limit
themselves to a single legal entity as, in a rather different sense, does another
on the British Empire and Commonwealth. In each case, the books in this
stream are distinguished by being about a big and important topic for which
good, up-to-date introductory manuals are not yet easily available.

The unity which binds these books together, although they will have
different levels of details and scope, is that they are all about the ‘modern
world’ referred to in the title of the series. This does not mean that the
chronological limitations of each book are the same. Conventionally, histories
of different countries line up all their runners at approximately the same
starting-gate and get them off together, whether in 1400, 1500, 1600, or
any other dramatic, convenient, or merely ‘significant’ moment. This series
follows a different scheme. The latest era of world history is here defined not
chronologically but thematically. It is the era in which the fundamental
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institutions of modern European society first take shape and then spread
round the world.

Some institutions of European origin are now so widespread that we too
readily take them for granted—the sovereign national state, for example. Yet
even in Europe it is only a recent innovation and in many parts of the world
the national state did not appear until after 1945. Formally representative
political systems (whether real or fictitious) are another of Europe’s insti-
tutional exports to the world, and there are economic systems, too (such as
capitalism). So are European ideologies, such as Marxist communism or
Christianity. In all these instances (and many others could be cited), we
have examples of the process by which European gradually became World
civilization. Sometimes this has seeded new examples of developed ‘Western’
societies; sometimes it has led to striking disruptions of traditional and
eventually to altogether new institutions and cultural forms. The process,
however it ends, defines an era by making a break with the past, but does so
at different times in different countries: defensible dates could be about 1500
in west European history, about 1800 in the case of Russia, and even later in
the history of China. These mark epochs in the history of different countries
and regions in which can be discerned the beginnings of processes which
eventually tie them into the single world in which we live.

Besides registering different historical rhythms, the books in The Short
Oxford History of the Modern World do not all have the same pattern.
Differences in their structure are required to bring out differences of national
and regional life. But each volume expresses a deliberate effort to incorporate
the research and thinking which has recently changed the conventional shape
of historical writing. The core of good history must be the provision of
the essential information which is necessary to the exercise of historical
imagination and judgement. But ideas about what information is essential
have been changing recently, for example because of a new emphasis on
society and its structure at the expense of the traditional political narrative.
Historians and their public—which includes examiners—have begun to think
that it may be more revealing to study, say, the growth of cities in nineteenth-
century England and its repercussions, than, say, the party struggle. This is
only one example of the recent rediscovery of the old idea that history is
more than past politics. Many of the authors in this series are young scholars
who, because of their own research interests are familiar with what is going
on at the frontier of current historical work. They and their colleagues will
seek to absorb into their accounts the research conclusions expressed in the
flood of social, cultural, demographic, and other recent monographs.

General books have long sought to reduce to manageable thinking such
detailed scholarship, but the recent crumbling of the boundaries which
delimited and the landmarks which guided historical work has made this all
the more desirable. The conventional separation of English and European
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history is now an encumbrance to understanding some of the processes in
which this country was as much involved as any Continental state (indu-
strialization, for instance). Different views are now taken, too, of certain
traditionally important dates. 1917, for example, or 1941, can easily be
defended as more significant breaks in the continuity of European history
than 1914 or 1939. In some places, old guidelines seem almost to have
disappeared altogether as new evidence has been made available and research
has addressed itself to old evidence in new ways. Other changes are demanded
by changing perspectives. More fundamentally, the need for new general
accounts reflects a basic truism about history: that it is theoretically bound-
less, a continuing debate, and that historians in each generation re-map and
re-divide its subject-matter in accordance with their interests and the demands
of their society.

This series tried to provide a new map. It is bound to be provisional; that
is of the nature of general history. But that is reconcilable with scholarly
standards and imaginative presentation. Only by combining those qualities
can it provide the authoritative guidance which each generation of readers
needs if it is to pick its way through the flood of specialized studies now
pouring from what has become one of our major cultural industries.

J.M.R.






PREFACE

The historian of modern China is not given much room for manceuvre in his
choice of themes. They impose themselves. The first is the causes of the
collapse of the Chinese Empire which, founded two centuries before Christ,
had survived into the modern age; the failure of what had hitherto been the
most promising quarter of mankind—probably the most productive, possibly
the best governed and certainly the most innovative—sets a fascinating
problem.

The second question raised is the prolonged failure of China to respond
to the challenge posed by the coming of the West, and the question is
sharpened by the unavoidable contrast with the success of Japan which, when
subjected by the Western powers to precisely the same regime as they had
imposed on China, moved with extraordinary rapidity to modernize and join
the ranks of the industrialized powers. Related to this is the question whether
the privileges of the foreign powers in China proved to be on balance a
hindrance or a help to her transformation; and here the fact that Japan
succeeded so well, in spite of the imposition of the same privileges, throws
doubt on the idea that foreign privilege was the decisive factor in preventing
China’s modernization. More important, the records of the Chinese economy
in the early twentieth century, gradually made available by modern schol-
arship, suggest that the assertion that China’s efforts failed miserably is not
altogether true, and has persisted only as one of the nationalist and communist
myths which must be eliminated before any valid assessment of modern
China’s history can be attempted.

When we move on to the rise and victory of the Chinese Communist Party
we face the question whether this was really the result of a broad-based
‘peasant revolution’, or whether its cause was essentially military, and it was
perhaps possible only because the Japanese invasion of China, being directed
against the ports and urban centres defended by the Nationalists, left com-
paratively unscathed the remoter rural areas in which the Communists oper-
ated, leaving them free to build up formidable military strength through
guerrilla campaigns.

The major theme presented by post-revolutionary China starts from Mao
Zedong’s rejection of Stalinism in the late 1950s and the gradual hammering
out, through much strife and agony, of a Chinese alternative to the Soviet-
style command economy, an alternative which has implications far beyond
the borders of China in so far as it presents new possibilities not only for
Marxist socialism but for the rest of the Third World in its struggle against
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poverty. Not the least interesting aspect of this alternative is that it represents
the incorporation into socialism of certain traditional Chinese economic
values and expectations; the ‘socialism with Chinese characteristics’ advoc-
ated by Deng Xiaoping is perhaps Chinese in a sense of which Deng and his
fellow reformers are not fully conscious. .

The revival of these traditional values raises the further question of how
far China in the course of revolution has remained Chinese. The dilemma of
her first modern nationalists was that the drastic changes necessary to preserve
China as a nation might destroy her as a culture and eliminate everything
that gave the Chinese their identity. Yet perhaps tradition has proved to be
tougher than they expected. The traditional political culture has survived the
revolution very well. As with the Poles, the Hungarians and the Czechs, the
nation’s world of historical images and references has not altogether been
replaced by Marxism. The great historical figures of Confucian virtue and
vice may still be more real to most Chinese than Marx and Lenin. When in
1959 Marshal Peng Dehuai was advised by his friends to cease his criticism
of Mao Zedong’s Great Leap Forward, he identified himself not with some
figure from socialist history but with the Ming official Hai Rui, who had
reprimanded the Emperor at the risk of his life. When in 1962 a group of
Chinese intellectuals started a campaign against the Marxist assertion that
there is no morality above class, they began at the grave of Confucius.
Perhaps the most striking evidence of all comes from a recent Chinese urban
opinion poll (1987) which showed that ‘filial disobedience’ was still the moral
defect most strongly condemned.

The final theme which presents itself to our attention is the evolution of
China’s new place in the family of nations. When, after 1949, the new regime
had ruthlessly squeezed out all foreign economic interests, China found it
necessary to enter into a fraternal treaty with the Soviet Union which,
ironically, reasserted many of the features of the ‘unequal treaties’ imposed
on China in the nineteenth century. Khrushchev rescinded these arrange-
ments, but by this time the divergence of interests and ideology between
China and the Soviet Union had reached such a point that he earned no
gratitude for his liberality. Thus China, having incurred the enmity of the
United States of America since the Korean War, now chose to brave the
hostility of the other superpower. To find a way out of this dangerous
isolation, Mao Zedong chose to reach a rapprochement with the United
States. Yet perhaps more significant in the long run than this diplomatic
revolution will be China’s part, now steadily increasing, in the rapid economic
growth of the Far East. The value of trade across the Pacific is now greater
than the value of trade across the Atlantic, as a result of the development of
Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong, and Singapore—all of them
communities within or derived from the old Chinese Confucian world. In
this astonishing shift in the balance of economic power from West to East,
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China has not yet fully brought to bear the massive weight of her vast
resources or the energies of a thousand million people who are as industrious,
as enterprising, and as receptive to training as Japan’s ninety million. When
she does the world will be changed.

In view of the importance of these broad themes, it may surprise readers
to find that in the author’s analysis political narrative here and there plays a
larger part than is altogether fashionable today. There are several reasons
for this. For most of the period the ‘great forces of history’ in China were
often conspicuous by their absence. Chinese society, ‘big in the middle and
small at both ends’ as Mao Zedong himself once admitted, had not been
articulated to the point where organized interest-groups systematically com-
peted with each other and gave shape to politics. In these conditions decisions
were made largely by the small élites in and around governments. At the
same time, China’s problems were of a kind which could not be readily solved
without the sustained and single-minded leadership of the State, but until the
Communists came to power in 1949 this leadership was fitful and feeble; it
is important to understand why this was so. More generally, it is the author’s
opinion, formed in the course of some years of concern with development
studies, that in matters of modernization ‘whate’er is best administered’ is
usually best; there is little point in arguing, for example, as to whether such-
and-such a country should choose a strategy of export promotion or of
import substitution if its government is too incompetent, corrupt, or apathetic
to pursue either course effectively, and it is a melancholy fact that many
Third World governments fall into this category. On the other hand, the most
successful countries in the Third World, often actually countries with few
resources, are those which have vigorous, intelligent, and committed govern-
ment. Finally, as historians well know, the construction of a close and detailed
political narrative is more often than not the only effective way to pierce the
mists of nationalist and ideological mythology and of quasi-sociological
generalization, and to avoid simply replacing one stereotype with another.

Those engaged in research on modern Chinese history are not numerous;
they are on the whole personally known to each other and regularly exchange
ideas. In these circumstances to pick out a few individuals for acknowledg-
ment of their help would be invidious. The list of selected reading at the end
of the book can provide, and is intended to provide, a full acknowledgment
of the author’s indebtedness to his many friends and colleagues. At the same
time, in spite of considerable recent research on the modern history of China,
there are places in the story at which one is still dependent on the research
of a single author. The account here of the state of China’s inner frontiers
and the role of Russia there in the nineteenth century leans heavily on the
research of Joseph Fletcher, see Cambridge History of China, vol. 10, chapter
7 and 8. The narrative of the peasant movement in China before 1927 makes
much use of the work of Roy Hofheinz, The Broken Wave. The systematic
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research of Lee Hong-Yung, published in his The Politics of the Chinese
Cultural Revolution, amply confirmed my own tentative conclusions con-
cerning the split in the Red movement during the early stages of the Cultural
Revolution.

I should like to thank Dr John Roberts, the General Editor of this series,
and Dr Ivon Asquith of OUP for the great patience they have shown during
the prolonged preparation of this volume.

J.G.
Institute of Development Studies
at the University of Sussex
November 1988
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CHRONOLOGY

Based on Colin McKerras, with the assistance of Robert Chan, Modern China: a Chronology
from 1842 to the Present. Readers who want to pursue the study of modern Chinese history
further would be well advised to keep this book at hand.

1833  Dec. 10
1834

Oct. 11
1836 May 17

June
Sept. 19
1838-9
1839 Mar. 10

24
27

May 24
July 12

1840  Aug. 30

Sept. 17

1841 Jan. 7
20

30

Apr. 30
Aug.
1842 Mar. 18
June 19
July 31
Aug. 4

Lord Napier appointed to lead a mission to China.

The British Government decides that the East India Company’s
monopoly of trade with China will not be renewed.

Lord Napier dies of illness in China.

Xu Naiqi memorializes the Emperor, arguing that the best solution
to the opium problem is to legalize the opium trade.

Charles Elliot appointed British Superintendent of Trade.
The Emperor orders abolition of the opium trade.
Opium imports to China reach 40,000 chests.

Lin Zexu arrives at Canton as Imperial Commissioner to put down
the opium trade.

Lin Zexu confines the British traders in their warehouses at Canton.
They are held for six weeks.

Superintendent of Trade Charles Elliot orders the British opium
traders to surrender their stocks of opium.

The British community leaves Canton.

The killing of a Chinese peasant, Lin Weihi, in a brawl necar Hong
Kong precipitates a further crisis.

As the British Expedition reaches the Beihe and threatens the forts
guarding Tianjin, the Emperor appoints Qishan, Governor-General
of Zhili, to negotiate with them.

Qishan persuades the British to return to Canton to continue nego-
tiations there.

Elliot captures the Bogue forts guarding the approaches to Canton.

Qishan and Elliot sign the Qunbi Convention, which their respective
governments refuse to ratify.

The Emperor appoints Yishan to command a force to annihilate
the British.

Elliot dismissed and replaced by Sir Henry Pottinger.
Pottinger arrives in Hong Kong.

Lin Zexu exiled to Kuldya (Yili).

The British take Shanghai.

The British take Jinjiang, leaving Nanjing open to attack.
British warships reach Nanjing.
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1843

1844

1845
1846
1847

1848

1849

1850

1851

1852

1853

Aug. 20
29
June
Oct. 18
Mar. 19
Apr. 2

July 3
June 13
July 25

Apr. 3

July 4

Dec. 30
Apr. 1

May 7

Mar. 9
Aug.
Sept.

Dec. 1

Jan. 1
11
Aug. 26

Sept. 11

June 3
Jan. 12

Feb. 24
Mar. 4
15
29

Chronology

Qiying and Yilibu board the Cornwallis for negotiations.

The Treaty of Nanjing.

Hong Xiuquan studies Good Words to Exhort the Age.
Supplementary Treaty of the Bogue.

Qiying made Governor-General of Guangdong arid Guangxi.

Hong Xiuquan and Feng Yunshan leave Huaxian to preach in
Guangdong and Guangxi.

Sino-American Treaty of Wangxia.

Nian rebels defeat an imperial force in Shandong.

The British troops withdraw from Zhoushan Island.

The British attack Canton in protest at exclusion from the city.
Qiying promises entry to Canton after two years.

Xu Guanggin appointed Governor-General of Guangdong and
Guangxi, Ye Mingshen Governor of Guangdong.

Palmerston forbids the use of force to secure entry into Canton.

Xu Guangqin informs Bonham that the Emperor has refused entry
into Canton because of unanimous popular opposition.

Xu Guanggin and Ye Mingshen rewarded for their resistance to
British entry into Canton.

Yi Zhu ascends the throne, with reign title Xian Feng.
Russia establishes a base at the mouth of the Amur.
Imperial troops defeated by Taipings at Jintian.
Degradation of Muchanga and Qiying.

Taipings win a major victory at Guiping (Guangxi).
Hong declares himself Tian Wang.

The Treaty of Kuldya: Russian trade allowed at Kuldya (Yili) and
Tarbagatai, but not at Kashgar. )

Taipings take Yong’an (Guangxi).

Ye Mingshen becomes acting Governor-General of Guangdong and
Guangxi.

Taipings checked at Battle of Soyi Ford. Fung Yunshan is wounded
and subsequently dies during 1852.

Taipings complete occupation of Wuhan cities, which they soon
relinquish.

Taipings take Anqing (Anhui).

Taipings take Wuhu (Anhui).

Jiangsu request for British help against the Taipings refused.
Taipings take Nanjing.
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1855

1856

1857

1858

31
May 5
June 10
Sept. 8
Mar. 9
May S

June 17
23
Nov. 3
5

Dec. 2
7

Jan. 31
Feb. 17

May 21
31

Jun. 20
July 1

Aug. 2
Sept. 2

Oct.

25

July 2
12

Dec. 11
29

Jan. 5
Feb. 22
May 17
20

Chronology Xxiii

Imperial troops form the Great South Camp.

Bonham visits Taiping court at Nanjing.

Taiping northern expedition crosses the Yellow River.

The Small Swords society takes the walled city of Shanghai.
Taiping northern expedition begins its retreat.

Taiping reinforcements for the northern expedition defeated in
Shandong.

The Red Turbans (Triads) begin revolt in Guangdong.

Three foreign inspectors appointed to collect Shanghai customs.
Talks begin at Dagu (in Tianjin) on treaty revision.

Foreign proposals for treaty revision rejected.

Taiping western expedition severely defeated at Tianjiazhen.

Ye Mingshen’s request for British assistance against the Red
Turbans refused.

Zeng Guofan’s naval forces defeated at Jiujiang (in Jiangxi).

The walled city of Shanghai retaken from the Small Swords society
with French help.

The Red Turbans (Triads) defeated in Guangdong.
Final destruction of Taiping northern expedition.
Taipings, in alliance with Nian, crush the Great South Camp.

France demands redress for the murder of the missionary Chap-
delaine.

Yellow River completes its change of course.

In Nanjing, Wei Changhui massacres Xang Yiuqing, his family and
followers.

Wei Changhui forces Shi Dakai to flee, and massacres his family.
Customs duty on opium set at 20 yuan per chest.

The lorcha Arrow boarded by Chinese troops.

British attack Canton, following Ye Mingshen’s refusal to apologize
over the Arrow incident.

Elgin arrives in Hong Kong.

Muslim rebels under Ma Rulong rise in Yunnan.

Ye Mingshen rejects British and French demands.

Canton taken by British and French forces.

Ye Mingshen captured.

Ye Mingshen shipped to India.

Court rejects British, French, American and Russian demands.
Dagu falls to British and French forces.
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May 28

June 13

18

25

27

29

Sept. 27

1859  Apr. 22
June 20

25
1860 Mar. 19

May 6
July

Aug. 1

19

Sept. 18

22

Oct. 18-20
24-8

Nov. 14

Dec. 3

1861 Mar. 11
19

July 7

Aug. 22

Sept. 5
Nov. 8
Dec.

1862  Feb. 10

19

Chronology
The Treaty of Aigun (signed by Muraviev and Yishan): China cedes
the North bank of the Amur.
Russian Treaty of Tianjin signed.
United States Treaty of Tianjin signed.
British Treaty of Tianjin signed. .
French Treaty of Tianjin signed.
Qiying commits suicide on the orders of the Court.
Taipings crush the Great North Camp.
Arrival of Hong Rengan in Nanjing.

Bruce, Bourboulon, and Ward arrive at Dagu to go to Beijing and
are prevented from landing.

British and French attack on the Dagu fort fails.

Taiping Li Xiucheng takes Hangzhou to draw Qing forces off
Nanjing.

Li Xiucheng breaks up the Great South Camp.

Muraviev founds Vladivostok.

British and French forces land near Tianjin.

Li Xiucheng defeated by British and French forces at Shanghai.

Parkes and others imprisoned (13 killed) by Sengelincin, who is
defeated. Yixin (Prince Gong) ordered to negotiate with Great
Britain and France.

The Emperor flees.
The old Summer Palace burnt down by the British and French.
Yixin signs Convention of Beijing with Great Britain and France.

By a convention signed with Russia, China cedes all territory east
of the Ussuri River.

Li Xiucheng’s western expedition defeated in Anhui.
Establishment of the Zongli Yamen.

The Nian army threatens Kaifeng.

Yixin memorializes proposing purchase of foreign ships and guns.

Death of the Xian Feng Emperor, succeeded by Zai Qun with the
reign title Tong Zhi.

Taipings lose Anging, a decisive turning-point.
Su Shun executed.

Zeng Guofan sets up an arsenal in Anhui. Chinese edition of North
China Daily News (Shanghai Xinbao) starts publication.

Li Xiucheng defeated outside Shanghai by Ward’s ‘Ever Victorious
Army’.

Zeng Guofan buys a foreign steamship. The Court orders 800,000
taels to be spent on foreign ships and arms.



Mar. 1

June 3

29

July 11

Nov. 3

1863 Jan. 9
Mar.

June 13

July 13

Aug. 6
Dec. 4

1864 June 2

3
July 19
1865  Jan.

24
27

Apr.
2
23
Sept.
1866  Apr. 11
Sept. 24
25
Nov. 26

Dec. 7
11

1867 Jan. 11, 23
May

Chronology XXV

Ma Rulong, Yunnan Muslim rebel, surrenders.
Shi Dakai forced into Guizhou.

Li Hongzhang’s Huai army defeats Li Xiucheng, with foreign help,
outside Shanghai.

Muslims attack Xi’an, beginning the north-west Muslim revolt.
Tong Wen Guan (Foreign Languages School) opens.

Li Xiucheng’s attempt to raise the siege of Nanjing repulsed.
Order in council allows British officers to serve in the Qing forces.
Renewed Muslim revolt in Yunnan, led by Du Wenxiu.

Shi Dakai surrenders.

Li Hongzhang refuses permission for a railway between Suzhou and
Shanghai.

Shi Dakai executed.

Taipings at Suzhou surrender, and their leaders are treacherously
executed by Li Hongzhang.

Li Hongzhang memorial calls for investigation of all kinds of foreign
machinery.

Xinjiang Muslim rebellion begins, led by Burhannudin.
Fall of Nanjing; end of the Taiping Rebellion.

suzurg Khan and Yakub Beg enter Xinjiang from Khokand and
occupy Kashgar.

Sengelincin defeated by Nian at Lushan (in Hunan).

W.A.P. Martin’s translation of Wheaton’s Elements of Inter-
national Law presented to the throne.

Establishment of Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation.
Yixin degraded.

Yixin restored.

Establishment of the Jiangnan Arsenal.

Xinjiang Muslims take Tarbagatai.

The Nian break out of Zeng Guofan’s barrier dikes at Kaifeng.
Zuo Zongtang sent to Shaanxi-Gansu to put down Hui rebellion.

Li Hongzhang appointed Imperial Commissioner in charge of
Hunan and Huai armies.

Li Hongzhang appointed to subdue the Nian.

The Tong Wen Guan opens new departments of mathematics and
astronomy.

Qing forces heavily defeated by East and West Nian armies.

Li Hongzhang founds Jinling Arsenal at Nanjing.



XXVi
Nov. 21
1868 Jan. 5
18
Aug. 16
1869  Jan. 14

Mar. 24

1870  June 21
Nov. 8
1871 May 12

June 3

July 4
Dec. 10-14

1873  Feb. 23
24
June 14

29
Nov. 4
1874 Mar. 15

May 7
Oct. 31

1875  Feb. 21
Mar. 19

June 12

14

Aug. 28

1876  Feb. 27

Chronology
Burlinghame Mission leaves.
East Nian annihilated near Yangzhou (in Jiangsu).

Fuzhou dockyard begins work. The Jiangnan Arsenal produces its
first steamship.

West Nian annihilated in Shandong. =

Clarendon reprimands Sir Rutherford Alcock, British ambassador
to China, for seizing the Jiangnan Arsenal’s new ship over the
“Yangzhou Incident’, when the China Inland Mission in Yangzhou
was attacked.

British Government expresses dissatisfaction over the behaviour
of British naval forces at Chaozhou after a clash with villagers.
Increasing attacks on missions and converts throughout the year.

The Tianjin massacre.
Yakub Beg takes Turfan.

17-year-old Guizhou Miao rebellion finally defeated. First Chinese
students leave for abroad (United States).

Undersea cable from Shanghai to London completed.

Death of Wo Ren, the conservative idealogue. Yakub Beg signs a
treaty with the Russians, opening Xinjiang to Russian trade.

Russian troops occupy Kuldya (Yili).

Rebel city of Dali in Yunnan, attacked and the Muslim leader Du
Wenxiu forced to surrender on 26 Dec.

Tong Zhi Emperor assumes power from the Regents.
Powers demand audience with the Emperor.

China Merchant Steamship Navigation Company set up by Li
Hongzhang.

Powers received in audience by the Emperor.
Gansu Hui rebellion defeated by Zuo Zongtang.

Franco-Vietnamese Treaty of Saigon establishes French sovereignty
over Cochin China.

Japanese land in Taiwan.

Japan withdraws from Taiwan on payment of an indemnity of half
a million taels.

Margary killed.

Great Britain demands redress for the death of Margary.

Death of Tong Zhi Emperor, aged 18.

Two empresses dowager become regents again.

China’s first ambassador, Guo Songtao, appointed to Great Britain.

Japan asserts independence of Korea and signs treaty with her.



1879

1880

1881

1882

1883

1884

1885

May 29
Sept. 13
Apr. 4
Oct. 2

Dec. 4
Feb. 19
Sept. 5

Feb. 14
Mar. 22
Apr. 25

May 3
July 23

24

Aug. 30

Dec. 20
May 19

Oct. 26
Nov. 30
Apr. 8

May 11
June 23

July 12
Aug. 5

23
Dec. 6

Apr. 18

June 9

Chronology XXVii

Death of Yakub Beg.

The Zhefu (Chefoo) Convention.

Japan annexes the Liugiu (Ryukyu) Islands.

Chong Hou signs the Treaty of Livadia with Russia, ceding con-
siderable territory round Kuldya and conceding substantial trade
privileges.

Zuo Zongtang denounces the Treaty of Livadia.

The Treaty of Livadia renounced by China.

Zuo Zongtang’s Lanzhou woollen mill starts work.

The Treaty of St Petersburg replaces the Treaty of Livadia.
Establishment of Kaiping coal-mine.

Kuldya handed back to China.

French force occupies Hanoi.

China protests at French action in Indo-China.

Pro-Chinese coup d’état in Korea when the regent, the Tacwongun,
seizes power.

The Chinese remove the Taewongun to China to avoid com-
plications.

Japan makes a treaty with K srea, obtaining the right to post troops
at her Seoul consulate; “.ie treaty is made without reference to
China.

France and China agree joint guarantee of the independence of
Annam.

The Black Flags defeat the French near Hanoi, but are soon forced
to retreat.

Li Hongzhang advises that China is too weak to fight France.
Zhang Zhidong demands stand against France.

Yixin dismissed from all offices because of defeat over Annam,
along with the whole Grand Council.

Li Hongzhang signs treaty with France conceding French claims.

Further fighting takes place in Indo-China between French and
Chinese troops.

France demands an indemnity.
France bombards gun emplacements on Taiwan.
France destroys Fuzhou shipyard and Fujian fleet.

In Korea, Yuan Shikai defeats Japanese guards to reverse a pro-
Japanese coup.

China and Japan agree to withdraw troops from Korea.

After further defeats, China and France sign treaty confirming



XXViil

1886

1887

1888

1889

1890

1891
1894

1895

Oct.
Jan. 1

Sept. 2

June 11
Dec. 1

Mar.

Nov. 19

Dec. 17
Mar. 4
Apr. 2

Mar. 17
Dec. 4

Mar. 17
May 31
June 5
8

25

Aug. 1
Sept. 17
Nov. 24
Apr. 17

23

May 2

29

Chronology

French protectorate over Annam.

Founding of Shanghai Polytechnic Institute by British missionary
John Fryer.

Burma declared part of British India, but Great Britain allows
Burma to continue to send tribute.

Yehenala (Cixi) announces prolongation of her regency.

Zhang Zhidong founds the Guangya Academy, with a partly
Western curriculum.

Beijing orders Tibetan troops to withdraw from Lingtu in Sikkim
to prevent a clash with Great Britain.

The British destroy Tibetan positions at Lingtu, and complete their
occupation of Sikkim in September.

Weng Tonghe refuses to transmit Kang Youwei’s first 10,000-word
memorial to the Emperor.

Li Hongzhang creates the Beiyang fleet.

The Guang Xu Emperor assumes power.

Zhang Zhidong proposes a railway from Beijing to Hankou.
British control of Sikkim confirmed by treaty with China.
Zhang Zhidong sets up Hanyang iron and steel works.
Kang Youwei's The Forged Classics of Xin is printed.
Tonghak rebellion breaks out in Korea.

Korean king asks for Chinese assistance.

Japanese army sent to Seoul.

Chinese troops arrive in Korea.

Legations of America, Russia, France, and Great Britain request
simultaneous withdrawal of Chinese and Japanese troops from
Korea.

Outbreak of Sino-Japanese War.

Beiyang fleet destroyed in action with the Japanese navy.
Sun Yatsen founds the Revive China Society in Honolulu.
The Treaty of Shimonoseki signed.

Triple intervention (Russia, Germany, France) urges return of Liao-
dong to Japan.

Kang Youwei and 603 graduates protest against the Treaty of
Shimonoseki.

Kang Youwei obtains the jinshi degree.
Kang Youwei has audience with the Emperor.

Kang Youwei sends letter of protest at the Treaty of Shimonoseki,
calls for reforms, and the Emperor approves.



June 2
Oct 26
Nov. 7

1896 Mar. 23

27

May 13
June 2

15

Oct. 11

20
Nov. 12
Mar. 1
June 12

1897

Nov. 14

1898 Jan. 24
Feb. 11
Mar. 27

Apr. 10
June 3
11

23

Chronology XX1X
Japan having invaded Taiwan, China surrenders the island.

Sun’s first rising takes place at Canton and is defeated.

Japan returns Liaodong to China in return for an increased war
indemnity.

China borrows £16 million at 5% interest from the Hong Kong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation and the Deutsche-Asiatische Bank
to pay the Japanese indemnity.

Li Hongzhang leaves on goodwill mission to the United States and
Europe.

Yuan Shikai sets up a military academy at Tianjin.

In St Petersburg Li Hongzhang signs the secret Sino-Russian treaty
of alliance which includes Russia’s right to extend the Trans-
Siberian Railway through Manchuria.

France signs contract with China to build a railway from Annam
to Guangxi.

The Big Swords society attacks Christian converts and missionaries
in Shandong.

Sun Yatsen is kidnapped in London and detained at the Chinese
legation, but is released on 23 Oct. on the intervention of the Foreign
Office.

The Court sets up a general railway company.
The Court decides to set up a Western-style bank.
France secures non-alienation of Hainan.

France signs agreement to build a railway from Annam to
Yunnanfu, with special mining rights en route.

Germany occupies Jiaozhou, Shandong. Publication of Yan Fu’s
translation of T.H. Huxley’s Evolution and Ethics. Publication of
Kang Youwei’s Confucius as a Reformer.

Kang Youwei discusses his reform programme with members of the
Zongli Yamen.

Great Britain secures the non-alienation of all territory adjoining
the Yangzi.

China leases Lushun and Dalian to Russia, and permits the building
of the South Manchurian Railway.

France secures lease of Guangzhou Bay.
The Court approves 99-year lease of Kowloon to Great Britain.

The Emperor issues a decree instituting reform; this is the beginning
of the Hundred Days of Reform. The Emperor orders the founding
of the Imperial University.

The 8-legged essay abolished.



XXX

July 1

26
Aug. 2

Sept. 4

21

28

1899 June 1

July 2
Sept. 6

17
Jan. 24
27
June 10
11

1900

13
19
20

21
July 3
9,28

16
Aug. 14
15

Oct. 1
22

Chronology

Great Britain leases Weihaiwei for as long as Lushun is leased by
Russia. All traditional academies ordered to provide both Chinese
and Western studies.

Freedom of the press proclaimed.

Decree that citizens and low-ranking officials should be allowed to
send communications directly to the Throne.

The Guangxu Emperor informs Kang Youwei secretly that he is in
danger of being deposed.

The reformers Yang Rui, Liu Guangdi, Lin Xu, and Tan Sitong
appointed Secretaries of the Grand Council.

Kang Youwei’s arrest ordered. The Guangxu Emperor put under
house arrest. Yehenala (Cixi) resumes the regency.

Six leading reformers executed.

Russia obtains the right to build a railway north from Beijing, and
Germany from Jinan to Tianjin.

Discovery of Dun Huang manuscripts and paintings (Gansu).

The first Open Door policy note is sent to the Treaty Powers by the
USA.

Boxers begin to attack Christian converts.
Pu Jun, son of Zai Yi, made heir-apparent,
Powers demand suppression of the Boxers.
Zai Yi made head of the Zongli Yamen.

Sugiyama Akira, chancellor of the Japanese legation, killed by
Gansu soldiers in Beijing.

Large force of Boxers enters Beijing.

The Court declares war on all the Powers.

Von Ketteler, the German minister, killed. Siege of the legations
begins. ;

Liu Kunyi, Zhang Zhidong, and other provincial officials appeal to
the Court to suppress the Boxers.

A second Open Door note proposes respect for the integrity of
China.

Five officials, including two members of the Zongli Yamen, executed
for being pro-foreign.

After an incident on the Amur River, Russia invades Manchuria.
The Allies enter Beijing.
Yehenala (Cixi) flees.

Li Hongzhang appointed Governor-General of Zhili.
Sun’s second rising (in Huizhou, Guangdong) fails.



1901  Apr. 21

Aug. 29
Sept. 7

1902

Jan. 30
1903 Apr. 8

July 1
1904 Jan. 13

Feb. 8
May 15
Aug. 3
Sept. 7

Oct. 23

1905 Mar. 10
July 2

16
30

Sept. 5

1906 Apr. 8
Sept. 1
Nov. 6

Chronology XXXl

Yikuang (Prince Qing) appointed head of the new Bureau of
Government Affairs; this marks the beginning of new reforms.

The Court reforms examinations; 8-legged essay again abolished.

Signing of Boxer protocol which includes an indemnity of 450
million taels, the razing of the Dagu forts, and the stationing of
foreign troops at Tianjin, Tangshan, Shanhaiguan, and other places
in Zhili. Yan Fu completes his translation of Adam Smith’s Wealth
of Nations.

In the course of the year, foot-binding condemned, intermarriage
between Chinese and Manchus legalized, Christian converts to be
equal to others before the law, an educational system and a national
syllabus created, all provinces ordered to send students abroad,
certain Hanlin compilers and graduates to study at Imperial
University.

Anglo-Japanese alliance concluded.

The Russians refuse to evacuate Manchuria without a non-
alienation agreement re Manchuria; Japan protests on 30 Apr.

The British Younghusband Expedition reaches Lhasa.

Zhang Zhidong and others propose the phasing out of traditional
examinations.

The Russo-Japanese War begins when Japan attacks Lushun.
Tibet declares war on Great Britain.
British troops reach Lhasa.

Tibet agrees to have no dealings with any foreign power without
British consent.

Rising in Hunan led by Huang Xing of the China Revival Society
is defeated.

Japan wins decisive victory over Russia at Mukden (Shenyang).

Yuan Shikai, Zhang Zhidong, and others call for constitutional
government within twelve years.

The Court orders a mission abroad to study constitutions.

Sun and others meet in Tokyo to form the Tong Meng Hui (Chinese
United League), formally set up on 20 Aug.

The Treaty of Portsmouth ends the Sino-Russian War. China’s
sovereignty restored in Manchuria, but Japan gets lease of the
Liaodong Peninsula and the Chinese Eastern Railway north to
Changchun. Yan Fu’s translation of J. S. Mill’s System of Logic is
published.

Great Britain agrees with China not to interfere in Tibetan affairs.
The Court announces that a constitution is to be drafted.

The Six Boards abolished and replaced by eleven ministries.



XXX11

1907

1908

1909

1910

20

Dec. 4

Feb.
Apr.

19
20

May 22
June 2
July 6
Sept. 1

Oct.
Nov.
Jan.

Mar.

Mar.

Nov.

20
19
30
13

13

14
15

Dec. 2
Jan. 1

2

Dec. 7

Jan.

Feb.
Apr.

26

12

May 23
June 27

Chronology
Command of four out of six divisions of the Beiyang Army is put
in Manchu hands.

Two more Nationalist revolts, in Jiangxi and Hunan, quickly
suppressed.

Further Nationalist revolt (in Guangdong) defeated.

Manchuria divided into three provinces: Fengtian, Jilin, Hei-
longjiang.

The third Nationalist revolt (in Guangdong) defeated.

The fourth Nationalist revolt (in Guangdong) defeated.
Nationalist rising in Anhui kills the governor, but is defeated.

Further Nationalist revolt in Guangdong defeated after an initial
victory; this is regarded as the fifth rising associated with Sun
Yatsen.

An imperial edict orders establishment of a national assembly.

An imperial edict is issued setting up elected provincial assemblies.
Nationalist revolt in Guangxi defeated.

Contract with Deutsche-Asiatische Bank for a loan to build the
Tianjin—Pukou Railway.

From March onwards, mass boycott of Japanese goods over
Japanese reaction to the seizure of a Japanese ship (the Tatsu Maru)
smuggling arms.

Contract with Great Britain for a loan to build the Shanghai-
Hangzhou—Ningbo Railway.

Hanyang Arsenal, Daye iron-mines and Pingxiang coal-mines
merged to form the Hanyeping Coal and Iron Company.

Death of the Guangxu Emperor.
Death of Yehenala (Cixi).
Pu Yi ascends the throne as Emperor, with reign title Xuan Tong.

China regains control of the Beijing-Hankou Railway from
Belgium.

Yuan Shikai ordered to retire.
The Dalai Lama protests at the dispatch of Chinese troops to Tibet.

Petition from provincial assemblies for the immediate opening of
Parliament.

Further Nationalist rising in Guangzhou is put down.
Yunnan—Annam Railway completed.
Formation of an international consortium to handle loans to China.

The Court turns down request for an immediate parliament, having
decreed a national assembly, half elected, half appointed.



July 4
Nov. 4
Dec. 18

1911  Jan. 30
May 8
9

20

June 17
Sept. 7

Oct. 10
18
22
29
31

Nov.

Dec. 2
25

Jan. 1
5

1912

Feb. 12
13

14-15
15
29

Mar. 13
15

Apr. 2
May 5

Chronology XXXiii

Japan and Russia sign a secret treaty recognizing each other’s rights
in Manchuria.

An imperial edict that Parliament be convened in 1913 instead of
1916 is issued.

The National Assembly’s demand for responsible cabinet govern-
ment is rejected by the Court.

Nationalist rising in Canton put down, 86 revolutionaries killed.
Great Britain agrees to end opium imports by 1917.
An edict nationalizes all China’s railways.

Loan from consortium to build Sichuan-Hankou and Hankou-
Canton railways, £10 million at 5% interest.

The Railway Protection League set up in Sichuan.

Thirty Railway Protection League demonstrators killed by imperial
troops.

Wauhan rising takes place.

Consuls at Hankou proclaim their neutrality.

The New Army rebels in Changsha; Hunan declares independence.
Shanxi proclaims independence.

The New Army rebels in Jiangxi.

At various dates, Guizhou, Jiangsu, Guangxi, Anhui, Shandong
and Sichuan join the revolution.

Conference of representatives of all provinces sets up a provincial
government.

Sun Yatsen arrives from overseas.
Official proclamation of the Republic.

Acting President Sun recognizes all treaties made by the imperial
government and agrees to protect foreign interests.

The Qing Emperor abdicates.

Yuan Shikai declares support for the Republic. Sun declares his
willingness to resign in favour of Yuan Shikai.

Yuan Shikai elected provisional President.
Nanjing is named as the capital of the new republic.

Cao Kun’s 3rd Division mutinies in Beijing in protest at the removal
of the capital to Nanjing.

Tang Shaoyi becomes Prime Minister.

Yuan Shikai begins to borrow heavily from the four-power inter-
national consortium and other groups.

The Senate decides to establish the capital at Beijing.
British troops move into Tibet.



XXX1V

1913

1914

12

June 1

June 15
July 14

Aug. 10
Sept. 24

Sept. 25
Nov. 3

Mar. 20
Apr. 8
26

29
May 1

July 12
Sept 1

11
Nov. 4

26

Feb. 12
May 1

July 3
28
Aug. 15

Nov. 7

Chronology
Yuan Shikai prohibits private organizations from taking part in
politics.
Russia invades Kuldya (Yili).
Tang Shaoyi resigns as Prime Minister and is succeeded by Lu
Zhengxiang.

»

Five members of the Cabinet (of whom four are Tong Meng Hui
members) resign.

A general election takes place.

Contract with a Belgian syndicate to build a railway from Luoyang
(Henan) to Xi’an (Shanxi).

Zhao Binglin succeeds as Prime Minister.
Russia recognizes the independence of Mongolia. China protests.

Mongolia and Tibet form an alliance under which each recognizes
the other’s independence.

Song Jiaoren assassinated.
First meeting of the elected National Assembly.

Zhao Binglin obtains a loan of £25 million from a group of five
foreign banks without parliamentary approval.

The Senate declares the loan of 26 Apr. null and void.

Zhao Binglin resigns because of the assassination of Song Jiaoren
and is succeeded by Duan Qirui as acting Prime Minister.

Li Liejun declares the independence of Jiangxi; followed by Jiangsu,
Anhui, Guangdong and Hunan.

This ‘second revolution’ ends when Yuan Shikai’s troops take
Nanjing.
Xiong Xiling’s cabinet formed.

Yuan Shikai orders the dissolution of the Nationalist Party and
ousts its MPs. ‘

Yuan Shikai orders that a Political Council should replace the
National Assembly.

Prime Minister Xiong Xiling resigns and is replaced by Sun Baoqi.

Yuan Shikai annuls the provisional Constitution and promulgates
the Constitutional Compact.

At a conference at Simla Great Britain recognizes the autonomy of
Tibet; China does not ratify the agreement.

Austria—-Hungary declares war on Serbia: outbreak of World War
I

Japan sends an ultimatum to Germany demanding the handing over
of Qingdao, Shandong.

Japan occupies Qingdao.



1915

1916

1917

Dec. 3
29

Mar. 10

May 8
Sept. 1
Dec. §

25

31
Jan. 6

May 8

June 6

29
July 14
Aug. 1
Oct. 31
Dec. 26

Jan. 1
Feb. 16

May 23

June 14
July 1

Aug. 14
26

Chronology XXXV

The Twenty-one Demands; formally presented 20 Jan. 1915.

Yuan Shikai’s presidential election law; the President to be elected
for ten years and to be eligible for re-election.

Geming Dang denounces the Twenty-one Demands and calls for
the overthrow of Yuan Shikai.

Yuan Shikai accepts modified Twenty-one Demands.
The Council of State calls for the restoration of the monarchy.
Chen Qimei and others unsuccessfully attack the Jiangnan Arsenal.

Cai E, Tang Jiyao, and others organize the National Protection
Army.

Yuan Shikai assumes the throne.

Chen Jiongming rebels against the pro-Yuan Governor of Guang-
dong, Long Jiguang.

The National Protection Army sets up a separate national govern-
ment in Canton, the Military Affairs Council.

Death of Yuan Shikai.

Vice-President Li Yuanhong succeeds as President, with Feng
Guozhang as Vice-President.

Duan Qirui appointed Prime Minister.

Canton Military Affairs Council disbanded.

The National Assembly (dissolved by Yuan in 1914) reconvenes.
Death of Huang Xing, leader of the Wuhan rising.

Li Yuanhong appoints Cai Yuanpei as Vice-Chancellor of Beijing
University.

Hu Shi advocates literary reform (the use of the colloquial written
form, bai hua) in New Youth magazine.

Great Britain assures Japan of support for her assumption of
German rights in Shandong.

Li Yuanhong dismisses Duan Qirui as Prime Minister as a result of
his unconstitutional proceedings re entry to World War I. A quick
succession of prime ministers follows: Wu Tingfang (23 May), Jiang
Zhaozong (12 June), Li Jingxi (24 June).

Zhang Xun arrives in Beijing with 5,000 men to ‘mediate’.

Zhang Xun restores Pu Yi to the throne, and Duan Qirui as Prime
Minister.

Li Yuanhong appoints Feng Guozhang as Acting President.
Zhang Xun driven from Beijing.
Declaration of war on Germany.

Feng Guozhang seeks a truce with the South.



XXXVi

1918

1919

Sept. 10

Oct. 10
Nov. 2

15
Feb. 26
Mar. 23

May 4

15
21
June 14

Aug. 3

Oct. 10

15

Nov. 16
Dec. 2

Apr. 6

May
May 1

13
June 28
July 25
Sept. 24
Oct. 10

Dec.

Chronology
An alternative (military) government is set up at Canton, with Sun
as Generalissimo.
War between North and South begins in Hunan.

By the Lansing-Ishi Agreement, the United States recognizes that
Japan has special rights in China because of thejr propinquity.

Duan Qirui resign and is replaced by Wang Shizhen.
Sun Yatsen’s supporter Cheng Biguang assassinated at Canton.

Feng Guozhang forced by northern warlords to restore Duan Qirui
as Prime Minister. War with the South continues.

The Canton military government replaced by a seven-man com-
mittee dominated by southern military leaders.

New Canton government requests a peace conference.

Sun Yatsen leaves Canton in disgust.

Assassination of Lu Jianzhang by Xu Shuzheng, follower of Duan
Qirui.

Allied intervention in Siberia begins; the intervention is joined by
Chinese troops, 18 Aug.

The newly elected National Assembly elects Xu Shichang as Pres-
ident. Duan Qirui resigns and is replaced by Qian Nengxun. Peace
negotiations with Canton follow.

Li Dazhao’s Victory of Bolshevism is published in New Youth
magazine.

Beijing orders a truce with the South.

Powers (USA, Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan) call for an
end to the civil war.

Publication of translation of the Communist Manifesto in the
Weekly Critic.

Li Dazhao publishes My Marxist Views in New Youth.
John Dewey lectures in China (until 11 June).

The May Fourth Movement; it spreads and persists until 10 Jun.
The Government dismisses pro-Japanese ministers and on 13 May
accepts the resignation of Prime Minister Qian Nengxun.

North-South talks end in failure.

Chinese delegates refuse to sign the Treaty of Versailles.
The Karakhan Declaration issued by the Soviet Union.
Jin Yunpeng appointed Prime Minister.

Sun Yatsen’s Geming Dang (the Revolutionary Party) becomes the
Guomindang (the Nationalist Party).

The Society for the Study of Socialism founded in Beijing Uni-
versity.



28
Mar.
Apr. 1

1920

30
May

26

July 12
14

19
Aug. 9
16

Sept. 27
29
Oct. 12

1921  May$s

20

July

15
23-31
31

Sept. 1
19
Oct.

Nov. 5
12
Dec. 4

Chronology XXXVii

Death of Feng Guozhang.
Ministry of Education adopts bai hua as the language of textbooks.

End of Siberian intervention, except for Chinese and Japanese
troops.

Chinese troops withdraw from Siberia.

Under the influence of Voitinsky of the Comintern, Chen Duxiu
and others secretly form the Chinese Communist Party.

North-South war breaks out again when the South attacks Baoqing
(Hunan) as Wu Peifu withdraws.

Cao Kun and Zhang Zuolin condemn Duan Qirui.

War between the Anhui and Zhili cliques. Fengtian assists Zhili.
Duan Qirui defeated.

Duan Qirui resigns from all posts.
Jin Yunpeng appointed acting Prime Minister.

Chen Jiongming, on Sun’s orders, marches to oust the Guangxi
troops from Canton.

Second Karakhan Declaration is issued by the Soviet Union.
Chen Jiongming takes Canton.
Bertrand Russell arrives in China to lecture and stays for a year.

Sun Yatsen made Extraordinary President of the Canton govern-
ment.

President Xu Shichang orders war on the South, in alliance with Lu
Rongting of Guangxi.

The Chinese Communist Party sets up China Labour Union Sec-
retariat in Shanghai, headed by Zhang Guotao.

Soviet troops take Ulan Bator (Urga) and defeat the White Guards.
The Guomindang army takes Nanning (in Guangxi).
The First Congress of the Chinese Communist Party.

The First Congress elects a Central Committee, including Chen
Duxiu and Zhang Guotao.

Wu Peifu makes truce with the South.
The Peking Union Medical College opens.

Liang Shuming publishes The Cultures of East and West and their
Philosophies.

Russia makes a treaty with Mongolia without reference to China.
The Washington Conference opens.
Sun Yatsen goes to Guangxi to organize a northern expedition.

Sun Yatsen lectures on The Three Principles of the People.



XXX Viil

24

1922 Jan. 13
25
Feb. 3
26

Mar. 3

July

Aug. 5

22

Sept. 13

19

Oct. 1
23

Nov. 11

29
Dec. 10
11

1923 Jan. 4

Chronology
Liang Shiyi becomes Prime Minister with the support of Zhang
Zuolin.
The Hong Kong seamen’s strike begins.
Liang Shiyi forced from office and replaced by Yan Huiging.
Sun Yatsen orders the Northern Expedition to begin.
General strike in Hong Kong.
British open fire on strikers in Shatin, killing four.
Hong Kong strike ends with the strikers winning wage increases.

Assassination of Sun’s chief of military supplies, Deng Keng, prob-
ably at the instigation of Chen Jiongming.

The First Zhili-Fengtian war begins.

Peng Pai begins to organize the peasants in Haifeng, Guangdong.
Zhang Zuolin defeated.

Cao Kun and Wu Peifu invite Li Yuanhong to resume the Pres-
idency.

Li Yuanhong resumes the Presidency when Xu Shichang resigns.

Chen Jiongming attacks Canton; Sun Yatsen takes refuge on a
gunboat.

The Second Congress of the Chinese Communist Party votes for a
united front with the Guomindang.

The Northern Expedition troops return to Guangdong to assist Sun
Yatsen.

Tang Shaoyi becomes Prime Minister.
Sun Yatsen flees to Hong Kong.

Sun Yatsen holds a meeting on the reorganization of the Guo-
mindang; Chen Duxiu, Secretary-General of the Communist Party,
participates.

Anyuan miners, led by Liu Shaoqi, strike for higher wages and
recognition of their union; successful.

Wang Chonghui becomes Prime Minister.
Japanese troops withdraw from Siberia.
Strike at Kailan mines lasts until 16 Nov., but fails.

Third Karakhan Declaration; the Soviet Union re-asserts her claim
to the Chinese Eastern Railway.

Wang Daxie becomes Prime Minister.
Japan returns Qingdao to China.
Wang Zhengting becomes Prime Minister.

Wang Zhengting resigns as Prime Minister, and is succeeded by
Zhang Shaoceng, who resigns on 13 June.



26
May 6

June

13
Sept. 2
Oct. 5

1924  Jan. 10
20-30
May 3

Aug. 2

Sept. 1

14
Oct. 15
23
24
Nov. 2

21
24
Dec. 31

1925 Jan. 22
Mar. 12
May 30

Chronology XXXIX

Sun Yatsen recaptures Canton.
The Sun—Joffe Declaration.

Bandits seize and wreck a train in Shandong and kidnap almost
300, including 35 foreigners; this event throws untimely doubt on
China’s ability to keep order.

Mao Zedong elected to the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party.

The Third Congress of the Chinese Communist Party reasserts hope
of a united front.

Troops loyal to Wu Peifu attack the organized workers of the
Beijing—Hankou Railway; 30 killed.

Cao Kun forces President Li Yuanhong to retire.

Chiang Kaishek arrives in Moscow, returning on 15 Dec.
Cao Kun elected President.

Borodin of the Comintern arrives to advise Sun Yatsen.
Cao Kun appoints Sun Baoqi as Prime Minister.

First Congress of the Guomindang.

Sun Yatsen appoints Chiang Kaishek as Commandant of the
Whampoa Military Academy and Commander-in-Chief of the
Nationalist forces.

Song Ziwen appointed by Sun Yatsen to manage the central bank
of the Canton regime.

Sun Yatsen orders Chiang Kaishek to deal with the Canton Mer-
chants’ Corps.

War between Jiangsu and Zhejiang precipitates the second Zhili—
Fengtian war.

Yan Huiging becomes Prime Minister.

The Canton Merchants’ Corps defeated by Whampoa cadets.
Feng Yuxiang breaks with Wu Peifu and occupies Beijing.
Yan Huiqging’s cabinet resigns.

Cao Kun resigns as President; Huang Fu is Acting President.
Feng Yuxiang forces Wu Peifu out of Tianjin. The war ends.
Duan Qirui announces ‘Aftermath Conference’.

Duan Qirui appointed Chief Executive.

Sun Yatsen (already mortally ill) arrives in Beijing for the Aftermath
Conference.

The Fourth Congress of the Chinese Communist Party.
Death of Sun Yatsen.
The May the 30th Incident: British police inspector orders fire on



x1

June 1

23
July 1
Aug. 20

Nov. 4
22
23
Dec. 23
24

Jan.
1-9
S

1926

19
20

Apr. 9
18

July 1

Oct. 10
Nov. 8
Jan. 1

Feb. 19

1927

Mar.

22
Apr. 12

27

Chronology

student—worker demonstration; nine Chinese killed.
At a further demonstration, the British kill four more Chinese.

30,000 students demonstrate in Beijing over the May the 30th
Incident.

Diplomatic corps rejects a Chinese accusation against Great Britain
and puts the responsibility for the May the 30th Incident on the
demonstrators; a wave of demonstrations follows throughout
China, with many further deaths.

General strike in Hong Kong in protest at the May the 30th Incident.
British and French troops kill 52 demonstrators at Canton.
A new national government formally set up at Canton.

Assassination of Liao Zhongkai, leader of the left-wing Guo-
mindang.

Final destruction of Chen Jiongming’s power in Guangdong.
Revolt of Guo Songling against Zhang Zuolin.

The Western Hills Group founded to oppose the United Front.
Guo Songling defeated in Fengtian.

Feng Yuxiang takes Tianjin.

The Hunan Peasant Movement begins.

Second Congress of the Guomindang.

Zhang Zuolin forms an alliance with Wu Peifu against Feng
Yuxiang.

War breaks out between Zhang Zuolin and Feng Yuxiang.

In the Zhongshan incident, Chiang Kaishek curbs the power of the
Communists within the Guomindang.

Troops of Feng Yuxiang force Duan Qirui to flee.
Feng Yuxiang’s army retreats from Beijing.
Chiang orders the northern expedition to begin.
Wuchang falls to the northern expedition.
Nanchang falls.

The Guomindang moves the capital to Wuhan.

After clashes in Hankou, Great Britain relinquishes the Concession
there and at Jiujiang.

Publication of Mao Zedong’s Report on the Peasant Movement in
Hunan.

Shanghai falls to the Guomindang.

Chiang Kaishek attacks and eliminates the Communist-led workers’
pickets in Shanghai.

The Fifth Congress of the Chinese Communist Party (to



June 6
June 21
July 15

Aug. 1
7

Sept. 8
Oct.
Nov. 13

Dec. 1
11

Feb. 28
Apr. 20

1928

Apr. 28
May 3

June 4
12
18

July
Oct. 10
1929 Jan. 1-25
14

19
Feb. 10

Mar. 15-18

Chronology xli

5 May) decides to try to preserve the United Front with the Wuhan
government.

Yan Xishan gives his allegiance to Chiang Kaishek.

Feng Yuchang appeals to Wuhan to unite with Nanjing.

Wuhan Guomindang orders all Communists within the Guo-
mindang to renounce allegiance; this marks the end of the United
Front.

The Communist Party launches an unsuccessful rising in Nanchang.

An emergency Communist Party conference at Jinjiang adopts a
policy of radical land reform; Chen Duxiu dismissed as Secretary
General of the Chinese Communist Party and replaced by Qu
Qiubai.

The Autumn Harvest Uprising, led by Mao Zedong, fails.

Mao Zedong retreats to Jinggang Shan.

Foundation of The Lufeng Soviet, followed by Haifeng on 18 Nov.,
in eastern Guangdong.

Chiang Kaishek marries Song Meiling.
The Canton Commune, suppressed by 13 Dec.
Lufeng and Haifeng Soviets suppressed.

Japanese forces land at Qingdao, fearing that approaching Guo-
mindang forces may attack their interests.

Li Dazhao executed in Beijing.

Armed clash at Jinan between Nationalist and Japanese forces;
Chiang Kaishek orders the Nationalist forces to withdraw.

Assassination of Zhang Zhuolin by Japanese extremists.
Nationalist army takes Tianjin.

The Sixth Congress of the Chinese Communist Party in Moscow
(to 11 July). Qu Qiubai replaced by Xiang Zhongfa, with Li Lisan
as the real holder of power.

A series of treaties (between now and Dec.) between China and the
Powers sets new tariffs.

Chiang Kaishek elected Chairman of the Nationalist government.
The presidents of the Five Yuan are Tan Yankai, Hu Hanmin, Wang
Chonghui, Dai Jitao, and Cai Yuanpei, under the new Organic Law.

Conference on demobilization held in Nanjing; it is unsuccessful.
Mao Zedong and Zhu De leave Jinggang Shan.
Death of Liang Qichao.

After a battle with local Nationalist government forces, Mao
Zedong establishes a new base at Ruijin, Jiangxi.

Third National Congress of the Guomindang.



xlii

Mar. 26

May 23
July 10

Aug. 30
Oct. 27
Dec. 22

1930  Feb. 17

26
Mar. 8
Apr. 18
May 1
July 13
27

Aug. 1-2
15
Sept. 22

23

Oct. 3

Nov. §
16
18
Dec. 8

27

1931 Jan. 8

Feb. 7
May 16-30
28

Chronology
Chiang Kaishek launches a campaign against the Guangxi war-
lords, who are defeated by the end of April.
Han Fuju defects from Feng Yuxiang.
China seizes the Chinese Eastern Railway from the Soviet Union;
military clashes follow. )
Peng Pai executed.
Feng Yuxiang attacks in Henan; defeated by 22 Nov.

China, after a series of defeats, accepts restoration of the status quo
re the Chinese Eastern Railway.

China secures the agreement of the Powers to set up Chinese courts
in the International Settlement, replacing the mixed courts.

A Communist Party circular sets the Li Lisan line.

A soviet set up at Pingjiang in Hunan.

Great Britain agrees to restore Weihaiwei to China.

Chiang Kaishek declares war on Feng Yuxiang and Yan Xishan.
The ‘Enlarged Conference’ meets in Beijing.

Peng Dehuai seizes Changsha for the Communist Party but is driven
out.

Mao Zedong and Zhu De fail to take Nanchang.
Yan Xishan defeated at Jinan, Shandong.

Great Britain agrees to hand back the Boxer indemnity payments
to China, to be used for railways and educational purposes.

Zhang Xueliang, son of and successor to Zhang Zuolin, occupies
Beijing.

Chiang Kaishek takes Kaifeng from Feng Yuxiang.

And takes Loyang; end of the war.

First encirclement campaign begins against the Ruijin Soviet.

The Comintern condemns the Li Lisan line.

Mao Zedong's wife, Yang Kaihui, executed at Changsha.

The Futian Incident, in which Mao Zedong puts down a pro-Li
Lisan mutiny in his own ranks.

First encirclement campaign defeated.

Fourth plenum of the Sixth Central Committee of the Communist
Party dismisses Li Lisan, Qu Qiubai and others from the Central
Committee; they are replaced by ‘returned students’ Chen Shaoyu,
Qin Bangxian, and others.

He Mingxiong, Shanghai Communist leader, executed.
Second encirclement campaign defeated.
A rebel government formed in Canton headed by Wang Jingwel, Li



1932

1933

June 24
July 1
Sept. 26

Nov. 19
Dec. 16

28

29
Jan. 28

Feb. 18
21

Mar. 9
Apr. 15
May 5
June 18
Sept. 3
Oct. 2

11
Jan.

Feb. 27
Mar.

Apr. 29

May 31

June 2
Oct. 6

Chronology xliii
Zongren, and Tang Shaoyi, in protest at the arrest of Hu Hanmin
by Chiang Kaishek.

Xiang Zhongfa, Communist Party Secretary-General, executed in
Shanghai.

Third encirclement campaign ordered, but called off on 18 Sept.,
after Japan occupies a Chinese camp outside Mukden (Shenyang).

A vast demonstration in Shanghai demands resistance to Japanese
aggression in Manchuria.

Japan seizes Tsitsihar, capital of Heilongjiang.

Deng Yanda, third-party leader, executed for treason by the
Nationalist government. Chiang Kaishek resigns all his posts.

At the first plenum of the Guomindang a standing committee is set
up under Lin Sen as Party Chairman and including Chiang Kaishek,
Wang Jingwei, and Hu Hanmin.

Japan completes the occupation of Manchuria.

Japan attacks Shanghai; the 19th Route Army resists. Wang Jingwei
becomes President of the Executive Yuan.

Puppet administrativecouncilin Manchuria proclaimsindependence.

The Nationalist government states it will never recognize the inde-
pendence of Manchuria.

Formal establishment of Manzhouguo (in Japanese, Manchukuo).
The Ruijin Soviet declares war on Japan.

Cease-fire agreement signed at Shanghai.

Start of the fourth encirclement campaign.

Assassination of war-lord Zhang Zongchang.

The Lytton Commission Report on the Manchurian situation
published.

Zhang Guotao driven out of Hebei—-Hunan—Anhui soviet area,
moves to Sichuan and sets up a new soviet.

The Chinese Communist Party Central Committee moves from
Shanghai to the Ruijin Soviet.

Japan attacks Jehol.

Decisive Communist Party victories bring fourth encirclement cam-
paign to an end.

Currency reform, based on a new 88% silver dollar.
Japan invades Chahar.

Tanggu Truce signed, by which China relinquishes Manchuria and
Jehol to Japan in return for cessation of fighting.

Land reform verification campaign begins in Ruijin.

Fifth encirclement campaign begins.
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Oct. 24
Nov. 20

1934  Jan. 21
Feb. 19
Mar. 1

Apr. 17

Aug. 27
Oct. 16
Jan. 6-8
8

Feb. 9
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Mar. 4

1935

May 16

30

June 10

16

18
Oct. 26

Nov. |

19
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Dec. 9

1936 Feb. 20

Mar. 12

Chronology

Inner Mongolia declares autonomy.

Chen Mingshu of the 19th Army, and third-party forces, proclaim
a new national government in Fujian.

Guomindang troops bring Fujian separatist government to an end.
Chiang Kaishek launches his New Life Movemént.
Pu Yi proclaimed Emperor of Manchukuo by the Japanese.

Japan states her opposition to all foreign technical, financial or
military assistance to China except her own.

Birthday of Confucius officially celebrated.

Red Army abandons Ruijin; the Long March begins.
Communist Party politburo meets at Zunyi, Guizhou.

Mao Zedong elected Chairman of the politburo at Zunyi.
Zhang Guotao, defeated at Tongjiang, Sichuan, retreats west.
Censorship of all films imposed by the Nationalist government.

Russia sells the Chinese Eastern Railway to Manchukuo; China
protests on 18 Mar.

Sheng Shicai, militarist in control of Xinjiang, reaches agreement
with the Soviet Union for aid.

First Route Red Army crosses the Dadu River after the capture of
the chain bridge at Luding, Sichuan.

The He-Umezi Agreement by which China withdraws troops and
officials from Hebeli.

Junction of the forces of Mao Zedong and Zhang Guotai in Sichuan
(Mougong).
Qu Qiubai executed.

Mao Zedong’s forces reach the Shaan-Gan-Ning Soviet at the end
of the Long March.

Wang Jingwei wounded in an assassination attempt.

Beijing students protest at persecution of students, claiming that
300,000 have been killed and demanding civil rights.

He Long and Ren Bishi abandon the Hubei-Hunan-Sichuan—
Guizhou Soviet.

A puppet government declares 22 xian in east Hebei independent,
at Japanese instigation; China protests on 29 Nov.

Noted student demonstration in Beijing against Japanese imperi-
alism; it is suppressed but agitation spreads to other cities.

The Nationalist government publishes an emergency decree em-
powering military police to fire on demonstrating students.

The Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of Mongolia sign a



1937

1938

May 12
June 23

Aug. 19
Oct. 22
Nov. 21-2
24

25
Dec.
12
25
July 7

28
Aug. 21
Sept. 13

25

Nov. 9

20
Dec. 13

24

27

Apr. 1

May 12
June 6

July

Oct. 21
26

Chronology xlv

military alliance; China protests, 7 Apr.
Death of Hu Hanmin.

Chiang Kaishek’s troops force the Communist Party out of its
Wayaobao base to Baoan (both in Shaanxi).

Guangxi militarists set up a separate government in Guangxi, but
dissolve it on 6 Sept. after agreement with Chiang Kaishek.

Troops of Zhang Guotao and He Long make junction with Mao
Zedong's forces in Gansu.

Communist Party defeats Guomindang forces at Shanchengkao,
Gansu.

Fu Zuoyi defeats Prince De, leader of the Mongol nationalists and
protégé of Japan.

Germany and Japan sign anti-Comintern protocol.

Communist Party moves to Yan’an, Shaanxi.

The Xi’an Incident: Chiang Kaishek arrested by Zhang Xueliang.
Zhang Xueliang releases Chiang Kaishek.

The Lugou Qiao (Marco Polo Bridge) Incident sparks off the second
Sino-Japanese War.

Japan takes Beijing and Tianjin on 30 July.

Russia and China sign a non-aggression pact.

Japan takes Datong, Shanxi.

Lin Biao defeats Japanese forces at Pingxiangguan, Shanxi.
Chiang Kaishek orders the evacuation of Shanghai.

The Nationalist capital is moved to Chongging, Sichuan.

Japan takes Nanjing, which is then sacked with extreme brutality.
Fall of Hangzhou.

Fall of Ji'nan, Shandong.

Zhang Guotao formally expelled from the Communist Party, having
earlier defected.

Chinese under Li Zongren defeat Japanese forces at Taierzhuang,
Shandong.

Amoy falls.
Kaifeng, capital of Henan, falls.

Nationalist troops breach the Yellow River dikes to impede the
Japanese advance: great loss of civilian life follows.

A brief war between the Soviet Union and Japan on the border with
Manchuria, ending (12 Aug.) with the restoration of the status quo.

Canton falls.
Wuhan falls.
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1938
1939

1940

1941

Dec. 18
Mar. 28
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June 28
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Aug. 20

Sept. 3
8

Oct. 6
Nov. 20
Dec. 11

Jan. 15
Apr. 1
June 12

June 24
July 16
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Aug. 20
Nov. 1

Dec. 5
Jan. 4

May

June 22
July 1

Chronology

Wang Jingwei defects to the Japanese.
Nanchang, capital of Jiangxi, falls.

The Communist New Fourth Army forms a liberated area on the
south bank of the Yangzi Estuary.

Renewed hostilities between Japan and the Soviet Union in Outer
Mongolia.

Chiang Kaishek appointed Chairman of the Supreme National
Defence Council.

After serious battles between the Guomindang and Communist
Party troops, Chongqing issues ‘Measures for Restricting the Activi-
ties of Alien Parties’, signalling the virtual end of the United Front.

Japan defeated by the Soviet Union at the Battle of Nomonhan.
Outbreak of World War II.

Chiang Kaishek appointed Chairman of the Joint Board of Direc-
tors of the four national banks.

Japan defeated in the First Battle of Changsha.
Chiang Kaishek appointed President of the Executive Yuan.

New wartime press censorship regulations introduce very sweeping
censorship.
Mao Zedong’s On New Democracy published.

Fu Zuoyi retakes Wuyuan, Suiyuan, from the Japanese.

Yichang, Hubei, falls, bringing the Japanese forces to the foot of
the Yangzi gorges.

Japan demands the closing of the Burma Road.

Chiang Kaishek, after agreement with the Communist Party, orders
the New Fourth Army to move north of the Yangzi.

Great Britain agrees to close the Burma Road through which China
receives military supplies.

The Red Army launches its ‘Hundred Regiments’ offensive against
the Japanese.

The Soviet Union negotiates with Sheng Shicai exclusive rights to
tin mining in Xinjiang.
Conclusion of the Hundred Regiments offensive.

The New Fourth Army virtually destroyed by Nationalist forces in
south Anhui.

The Rectification Movement opens with Mao Zedong’s speech
‘Reform Our Study’.

Germany invades the Soviet Union.

The central government of the Nationalist Republic resumes the
land tax.
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20

Sept. 3

29-30

Dec. 7
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Jan. 15
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1942

15
Mar. 7
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Oct. 2-7
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1943 Jan. 11

Feb.

Mar. 10
June 2-14
Dec. |

1944 Feb.—Apr.

Apr. 18
22
May 25

Chronology xlvii

Japanese counter-attack as a result of the Hundred Regiments
offensive; the Border Region areas are greatly reduced.

New base of re-formed New Fourth Army in north Jiangsu is
successfully defended against Japanese attacks.

China retakes Fuzhou, Fujian.

Regulations for Farmers’ Bank are issued, to arrange for loans to
assist the government in its policy of equalizing land ownership.

China wins the Second Battle of Changsha.

The Japanese attack the American Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbour.
Hong Kong occupied by the Japanese.

China wins the Third Battle of Changsha.

Japan begins a mopping-up campaign against the Communist Party
bases in the north.

Mao Zedong’s Rectify the Party’s Style of Work is published.
Singapore falls.
Rangoon falls.

Japan defeated in an attempt to destroy the Communist Party base
in south-east Shanxi.

Lend-lease signed.

Wendell Wilkie arrives in China as special envoy of the President
of the United States.

Sheng Shicai repudiates the agreement with the Soviet Union and
orders all Russians out.

Japan fails to destroy Communist Party bases in Shandong and
north Jiangsu. Stillwell assumes command as Chief-of-Staff of the
China theatre.

Treaties signed with the United States and Great Britain abolishing
extraterritoriality, the Concessions, and the Boxer Protocol.

Another Japanese campaign against the Communist Party in north-
west Shanxi is defeated.

Publication of Chiang Kaishek’s China’s Destiny.
China defeats Japanese attacks in Hubei.

Cairo (Conference) Declaration; Manchuria, Taiwan and the
Pescadores declared to be Chinese, and Korea to be independent.

The Communist 8th Route Army makes gains in Jehol and Hebei
against the Japanese.

Japan begins new transcontinental offensive.
Fall of Zhengzhou, Henan.
Fall of Luoyang, Henan.
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June 6
15
18
20
July 1-23
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25
Oct. 5
29
Nov. 7
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Dec. 15

1945 Jan. 28

Feb. 4-11
Apr. 23
May 7
Aug. 6

8

9
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Sept. 20
Oct. 1
31

Nov. 27

Chronology

D-Day; the Allies land on the beaches of Normandy.
First United States air raid on Japan, from a base in Chengdu.
Fall of Changsha.

Vice-President Henry Wallace arrives in Chongging.
China participates in the Bretton Woods Conference.
Establishment of the China Democratic League.
Chiang Kaishek demands the recall of Stillwell.
Japan retakes Fuzhou

Stillwell recalled by Roosevelt.

Patrick Hurley flies to Yan’an.

Fall of Guilin.

China Expeditionary Force retakes Bhamo in Burma.

Japan completes her control of the Beijing—-Hankou-Canton rail-
way. Road link from India to China reopened after Japanese defeats
in Burma.

Yalta Conference secretly agrees that Russia will invade Manchuria
and lease Port Arthur (Lushun).

The Seventh Congress of the Chinese Communist Party opens, with
Mao Zedong’s speech ‘On Coalition Government’ the following
day.

Surrender of Germany.

Hiroshima atom-bombed.

The Soviet Union declares war on Japan.
Nagasaki atom-bombed.

Japan surrenders unconditionally. The Soviet Union and China
agree to joint control of railways in Manchuria.

The Soviet Union occupies Harbin, Changchun, and Mukden
(Shenyang).

Treaty of Friendship and Alliance between the Soviet Union and
China.

Mao Zedong flies to Chongqing for discussions with Chiang
Kaishek.

The United States dispatches marines to China to assist in the
disarming of the Japanecse.

The Communist Party and the Guomindang in Chongqing agree to
avoid civil war, but the agreement is not subsequently honoured.
Guomindang troops sent against Shaanxi—-Hebei-Shanxi-Henan;
the Communist Party areas are defeated.

Hurley (United States Ambassador since 8 Jan.) resigns, criticizing
United States policy; succeeded by General George C. Marshall.



Dec. 7

28

1946 Mar. 23

May 1

July 12
15
Dec. 25

1947  Jan. 28

Feb. 28
Mar. 19

Apr. 4
May 6
13
20

June 30
Aug. 24

Oct. 10
Nov. 9-15
12

Dec. 30

1948 Jan. 5

Feb. 11
Sept. 12
20

Chronology xlix

The Soviet Union declares that Manchuria’s industrial equipment
is war booty.
Mao Zedong orders the creation of rural bases in Manchuria.

The Soviet Union informs China that she will withdraw from
Manchuria by the end of April. (Withdrawal had already started,
and Chinese Communist Party troops had entered Changchun on
23 Jan. and Mukden on 26 Jan.; Chiang Kaishek had begun to
airlift troops to Manchuria on 3 Jan.)

Communist Party forces renamed the People’s Liberation Army.
Communist Party directive on the land question.

Civil war begins, with Guomindang attacks in Jiangsu and Anhui.
Assassination of the poet Wen Yido.

Massive student anti-USA protests over the alleged gang-rape of
the Beijing student Shen Chong by American soldiers.

United States withdraws from mediation between the Guomindang
and the Communist Party.

Demonstration in Taiwan against Guomindang maladministration;
it spreads, but is brutally suppressed.

The Guomindang captures Yan’an—symbolic, but of little military
consequence.

The People’s Liberation Army launches a major offensive in Shanxi.
The PLA launches a major offensive in Shandong.
The PLA launches a major offensive in Manchuria.

Major student demonstrations in Nanjing and Tianjin fired on by
military police.

Lin Biao forces the Yellow River.

A.L. Wedermeyer, sent by Truman on a fact-finding mission to
China, publicly condemns the Nationalist government and calls for
drastic reforms.

The Communist Party issues the Outline Land Law.
The PLA takes Longhai Railway from Xuzhou to Zhongzhou.
The PLA takes Shijiazhuang.

Galloping inflation shows in new exchange rate of 290,000 yuan to
the £.

The China Democratic League (in Hong Kong) calls for unity with
the Communist Party and others to overthrow Chiang Kaishek.

Mao Zedong criticizes the Outline Land Law.
The PLA launches final campaign in Manchuria.

Wholesale price index in Nanjing reaches 8,740,600 after new gold
yuan note collapses.



Nov. 2
Dec. (early)
1949  Jan. 15
19

21

31

Apr. 21

23

May 16-17
27

July 1

Sept. 21
27
29
30

Oct. 1

Nov. 30
Dec. 10

1950  Jan. 13

14

Feb. 14

May 1
June 25
27

29

30
Nov. 2
Dec. 29

1951 Jan. 4

Chronology

The PLA completes conquest of Manchuria.

The PLA launches final campaign to take Beijing and Tianjin.
Tianjin falls.

The Nationalist government offers peace talks.

Chiang Kaishek retires and hands over to Li Zongren.
Beijing occupied.

Mao Zedong orders a countrywide PLA advance.

Nanjing falls.

Wuhan falls.

Shanghai falls.

Publication of Mao Zedong’s
Dictatorship.

On the People’s Democratic

Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference opens.
The CPPCC adopts the Organic Law.
The CPPCC adopts the Common Programme.

The Central Committee elects Mao Zedong Chairman of the
Chinese People’s Republic.

Zhou Enlai appointed Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs. The People’s Republic of China proclaimed.

The PLA takes Chongqging.
Chiang Kaishek departs for Taiwan.
Mao Zedong arrives in Moscow.

The Soviet Union boycotts the Security Council because of its vote
against the expulsion of the Republic of China.

The People’s Republic of China orders all official United States
personnel to leave China.

Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance between the
Soviet Union and China.

New marriage law promulgated.
Outbreak of the Korean War.

Zhou Enlai denounces Truman’s order to the United States 7th
Fleet to prevent any attack on Formosa.

Trade Union law promulgated.
Agrarian reform law promulgated.
Chinese and United States troops clash in Korea for the first time.

All United States-sponsored educational, cultural, charitable, and
religious organs in China put under Chinese control.

Seoul falls to Chinese and North Korean troops.



Feb. 1
21
Apr. 30

May 14-15
18
20
23

July 1
Aug.
Sept. 3

9
Dec. 7

1952 Feb. 1

June 1
July 4

5

Sept. 15

Oct. 10

Dec. 31
Jan. 1
Jan. 5

1953
1953

Mar. 1
5
July 16

27
Aug.

Dec. 8

Chronology li

The United Nations condemns China as an aggressor in Korea.
Campaign against counter-revolutionaries begins.

Confiscation of foreign business begins with the requisition of prop-
erty of the Asiatic Petroleum Company (Shell Oil Ltd.).

Chinese and North Korean troops are driven out of Seoul.
The United Nations imposes an embargo on trade with China.
The People’s Daily condemns the film The Story of Wu Xun.

Agreement with Tibet states that Tibet is part of China, but
autonomous.

Armistice negotiations begin in Korea.
The Three Antis movement begins in Manchuria.

Provisional regulations for law courts and the procuratorate prom-
ulgated.

Chinese troops reach Lhasa.
The Three Antis movement is adopted on a national scale.

The Five Antis movement is launched; announced completed
15 July.

Sino-Japanese trade agreement signed.
End of the Three Antis movement.
Basic completion of land reform announced.

China agrees to the prolongation of Soviet Union occupation of
Lushun.

Gao Gang appointed chairman of the new State Planning
Commission.

The Changchun Railway returned to China.
First Five Year Plan begins.

Mao Zedong issues an inner-Party directive to ‘combat bureaucracy,
commandism and violations of law and discipline’.

Promulgation of Electoral Law of the People’s Republic of China.
Death of Stalin.

The People’s Daily announces a campaign against Catholic ‘imperi-
alist elements’; 20 arrested in Shanghai, others about this time
elsewhere.

Armistice signed in Korea.

‘General line for transition to socialism’ supersedes ‘new demo-
cracy’.

Elections take place for the National Party Congress.

Central Committee adopts Resolution to Develop Agricultural Pro-
ducers’ Co-operatives.



lii

1954 Feb. 6-10

Mar. 31
Apr. 26

June 21

July 19
Sept. 20

27
29
Oct. 12

16

Nov. 1
Dec. 2
Feb. 5
Apr. 18-24
July 18

30

1955

Oct. 4-11

1956 Jan. 14

15

25

Feb. 25
Apr. 7

25

Chronology

At fourth plenum of the Seventh Party Congress, Liu Shaoqi con-
demns ‘independent kingdoms’, and begins the attack on Gao Gang
and Rao Shushi (appointed one year before as chairmen of North-
cast and East China administrative committees respectively).

Gao Gang and Rao Shushi expelled from the Party.

Geneva Conference on Indo-China situation opens; China

participates.

Final declaration of the Geneva Conference divides Vietnam at the
17th parallel.

Regional administrative committees abolished.

Adoption of the Draft Constitution of the People’s Republic of
China.

First meeting of the National People’s Congress.
Khrushchev arrives in Beijing.

Agreement signed for the withdrawal of the Soviet Union from
Lushan, end of Soviet Union participation in joint-stock companies,
and a new long-term credit of 520 million roubles.

Mao Zedong gives support to criticism of the Hu Shi school,
and in particular against Yu Pingbo’s book on A Dream of Red
Mansions.

Census results announced; mainland population 582 million.
Taiwan and the United States sign mutual defence treaty.
Campaign against writer Hu Feng begins.

First Bandung Conference of Asian and African nations.
Hu Feng arrested as a counter-revolutionary.

Mao Zedong’s report ‘On the Co-operative Transformation of
Agriculture’ calls for speeding up collectivization.

Sixth plenum of the Seventh Central Committee adopts Mao
Zedong’s policy on collectivization and issues the Resolution on the
Question of Agricultural Co-operation.

Zhou Enlai calls for more liberal treatment of intellectuals.

The imposition of joint State-private ownership of industrial and
commercial enterprises is begun with a celebratory rally in Beijing;
followed by the same in other cities this month.

Supreme State Conference adopts Mao Zedong’s radical Twelve
Year Draft National Programme for Agricultural Development.

Khrushchev condemns Stalin and the personality cult.

The Soviet Union agrees to provide 55 more factories and a railway
from Lanzhou to Aktogai.

Mao Zedong’s speech on ‘The Ten Great Relationships’.



May 2

Aug. 18

Sept. 15-27

27

1957 Jan. 7

Feb. 17

Apr. 27

May 1
June 8

Oct. 4
15

15

Nov. 17

Dec. 12

1958  Apr. 29
May 5-23
25

June 13

July 31
Aug. 3

Chronology hii
Mao Zedong gives his speech on the Hundred Flowers policy to the

Supreme State Congress.

The Soviet Union and China reach agreement over joint exploitation
of the Amur Basin.

The Eighth National Congress of the Communist Party (the first

since liberation) adopts a revised Party constitution which contains
no reference to the Thought of Mao Zedong.

Second Five Year Plan adopted, to run from 1957.

The Soviet Union and China issue a joint communiqué on expand-
ing the ties among socialist countries.

Meeting of Supreme State Conference (to 1 Mar.); Mao Zedong
gives his speech ‘On the Correct Handling of Contradictions among
the People’.

Rectification campaign announced against bureaucratism, sec-
tarianism, and subjectivism.

The period of the Hundred Flowers begins (to 7 June).

The People’s Daily attacks abuse of the rectification campaign,
signal for the anti-rightist campaign.

Sputnik, the first artificial satellite, successfully launched by the
Soviet Union.

Agreement on new technology for national defence between the
Soviet Union and China; according to a later Chinese statement (15
Aug. 1963), the Soviet Union promised China a sample atom bomb.

Yangzi bridge opened at Wuhan.

Mao Zedong, in Moscow, in a speech to Chinese students, says ‘the
east wind prevails over the west wind’.

National Economic Planning Conference adopts a draft plan for
1958: proposes catching up with Great Britain in 15 years, and
includes the Twelve Year Plan for Agriculture.

The first People’s Commune, ‘the Sputnik Commune’, is founded
in Henan.

Second Session of the Eighth Party Congress launches the Great
Leap Forward.

Fifth plenum of the Eighth Central Committee elects Lin Biao
Deputy Chairman of the Central Committee.

Ma Yinchu, Vice-Chairman of Beijing University, is criti-
cized for his ‘Malthusian’ population theory.

Khrushchev arrives in Beijing.

Final communiqué on international problems issued at the con-
clusion of Khrushchev’s visit fails to mention the problem of the
recovery of Taiwan.



liv

Aug. 17-30

1959

Dec. 10

Mar. 10
Apr. 27

June

July—Aug.

Aug. 12-16

1960

14
16

25
Sept. 17

26
30

Mar. 17
18
Apr. 16
17
June 21
July 16

Nov. 5

Chronology

Enlarged Politburo meeting at Beidahe, Hebei, approves the
People’s Communes.

At Wuchang, the sixth plenum of the Eighth Central Committee
issues the Resolution on Some Questions Concerning People’s
Communes, the first check to Great Leap Forward extremes, and
announces that Mao Zedong will not stand for re-election as Chair-
man of the People’s Republic of China.

Tibetan rebellion begins; the Dalai Lama flees from Lhasa.

Liu Shaoqi appointed Chairman of the People’s Republic of
China.

Serious flooding is reported in Guangdong.

Severe drought affects 30% of arable in 17 provinces and auton-
omous regions.

Lushan plenum (eighth plenum of the Eighth Central Committee);
1959 targets reduced, but asserts that the principal danger to the
Great Leap Forward is ‘right opportunism’. Peng Dehuai criticizes
the Great Leap Forward.

Locusts in Henan, Hebei, Anhui, and Jiangsu.

Peng Dehuai and his supporters dismissed as an ‘Anti-Party clique’
by the Central Committee.

Armed clash on the Sino-Indian border.

Lin Biao appointed Minister of Defence and Luo Ruiqing Chief of
Staff.

Nehru asserts the legality of the McMahon Line.

Khrushchev arrives in Beijing, fresh from Camp David talks (25-7
Sept.) with Eisenhower.

Catholic Bishop of Shanghai (Gong Pinmei) sentenced to life for
‘setting up counter-revolutionary organizations and training special
agents’. :
American Bishop James Walsh sentenced to 20 years for spying.
Sino-Soviet split begins with People’s Daily reasserting Lenin’s
theory of the nature of imperialism.

Lu Ping replaces Ma Yinchu as Vice-Chairman of Beijing Uni-
versity.

The Chinese interpretation of imperialism is attacked by Khrush-
chev at the Third Congress of the Rumanian Workers’ Party.

The Soviet Union announces the withdrawal of her technicians from
China.

Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping arrive in Moscow for the 43rd
anniversary of the October Revolution; three weeks of bitter argu-
ment follow.



Dec. 29

1961 Feb.-May
Mar. 1
Apr.

Oct. 19
Nov.

1962 May 11

June 26
Sept. 24-7

Oct. 20
Nov. 6-12
20

Dec. 1

15

1963 Feb. 2-27

May 2

20

July §
31

Sept.

1964 Feb. 1

Chronology Iv

China reveals the extent of the 1960 natural disasters, the worst in
a century.

Agreements with Australia and Canada to import grain.

Red Flag calls for the Hundred Flowers to bloom again.

Widespread reports of serious drought in the north and floods in
the south: nine provinces affected, much starvation.

Zhou Enlai addresses CPSU Congress in Moscow, and condemns
‘one-sided censure of any fraternal party’.

Wu Han’s play The Dismissal of Hai Rui is published in Beijing as
a book.
China protests at Indian intrusion into western Tibet.

Via Warsaw talks, the United States states that she will not support
any Guomindang attack on the mainland from Taiwan.

Tenth plenum of the Eighth Central Committee: Mao Zedong’s
speech of the 24th exhorts ‘Never forget class struggle’.

Sino-Indian Border War begins.
National forum on Confucius’ ideas held in Jinan.
Indian defence collapses.

Chinese troops in India begin voluntary withdrawal to 20 km.
behind their former line of control.

Khrushchev attacked in People’s Daily for ‘adventurism followed
by capitulationism’ over the installation of missiles in Cuba.

Political work conference of the People’s Liberation Army; Draft
Regulations Governing Political Work in the PLA promulgated by
the Central Committee on 27 Feb. to ensure Party control of the
PLA.

Chinese Youth carries Mao’s instruction, ‘Learn from Comrade Lei
Feng’.

Central Work Conference in Hangzhou issues ‘Draft Resolution of
the Central Committee on Some Problems in Current Rural Work’
(First Ten Points): opening of the Socialist Education Campaign in
the countryside.

Bilateral Sino-Soviet talks open in Moscow but fail.

China denounces the Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 5 Aug.
(United States, the Soviet Union, and Great Britain)

At Central Work Conference, Mao Zedong calls for drama on
modern themes; ‘Later Ten Points’ is issued.

China accuses the Soviet Union of ‘large-scale subversive activities
in the Yili region’.

‘Learn from the PLA’ campaign begins with a People’s Daily
editorial.



Ivi

Apr. 10-15
June 5-13
16

July

Aug. 18

Sept. 10

Oct. 15

16
Nov. 5-13

Dec. 21-2

1965  Jan. 14

Mar. 7

23

May 10

23
June 26

Sept. 3
Nov. 10

30
Dec. 8

Chronology

At the preparatory meeting for the second Afro-Asian Conference,
Foreign Minister Chen Yi frustrates an invitation extended to the
Soviet Union by India.

Festival of Beijing Operas on Contemporary Themes.

Mao Zedong makes a speech at a Central Committee Work Con-
ference on the need to train revolutionary successors.

Wang Guangmei, wife of Liu Shaoqi, reports to a conference in
Shanghai on her ‘Taiyuan Experience’.

At a conference in Beijing, Mao Zedong attacks Yang Xianzhen,
the philosopher who argued that the main movement of dialectics
is ‘from two into one’.

Central Committee adopts ‘Revised Later Ten Points’ (‘Some Con-
crete Policy Formulations of the CCPCC on the Rural Socialist
Education Movement’).

Khrushcheyv resigns; is succeeded by Kosygin as Prime Minister and
Brezhnev as First Secretary of the CPSU.

China’s first nuclear test takes place.

Zhou Enlai leads delegation to Moscow for the 47th anniversary of
the October Revolution.

At the National People’s Congress, Zhou Enlai states that China
has repaid almost all her foreign debt.

‘Some Problems Currently Arising in the Course of the Rural
Socialist Education Movement’ (23 Articles), drafted by Mao
Zedong, issued by the Politburo.

The People’s Daily praises pari-work part-study schools. A cam-
paign in favour of them follows, in which Liu Shaoqi is the main
spokesman.

The People’s Daily denounces Moscow meeting of 19 communist
parties (1-5 Mar.) and asserts that the new Soviet leaders are
continuing Khrushchev’s revisionism.

Red Flag publishes Luo Ruiqing’s article ‘Commemorate the
Victory over German Fascism’.

System of PLA ranks abolished.

Mao Zedong calls for the health service to give priority to the rural
areas.

Red Flag publishes Lin Biao’s Long Live the Victory of People’s
War.

Yao Wenyuan’s article attacking The Dismissal of Hai Rui is pub-
lished in Shanghai Wen Hui Bao.

The People’s Daily belatedly reprints Yao’s article.

Central Committee conference in Shanghai condemns the errors of
Luo Ruiqing.



1966 Feb. 1

Mar. 22
Apr. 16
May 7
16

25
June (early)

20
Sept.

Oct. 23
27

Dec. 26

1967 Jan.

11
13
23
31

Feb. 5

Chronology Ivii
The People’s Daily attacks Tian Han'’s play Xie Yaohuan.

Communist Party declines invitation to attend CPSU 23rd
Congress.

The People’s Daily attacks The 3-Family Village and Evening Talks
at Yanshan.

Mao Zedong writes to Lin Biao: PLA should learn politics, military
affairs and culture, and become ‘a great school’.

The Politburo sets up Cultural Revolution group under its Standing
Committee; Luo Ruiging formally dismissed.

Editor and entire board of the Beijing Daily are dismissed.

Liu Shaoqi put in charge of the Cultural Revolution and sends
work-teams into the colleges.

The People’s Daily reproduces Nie Yuanzi’s poster attacking Lu
Ping, Vice-Chairman of Beijing University.

Lu Ping dismissed.
Mao Zedong’s poster ‘Bombard the Headquarters’ is published.

Central Committee issues sixteen-point directive to guide the Cul-
tural Revolution.

The People’s Daily attacks the economic theories of Sun Yefang
and condemns the use of profit targets as indicators of efficiency.

Mass Cultural Revolution rally at Tiananmen, at which the Red
Guards appear for the first time.

Red Guards begin attacks on the ‘four old things’.

Publication of the ‘Little Red Book’ (Mao Zhuxi Yulu, the Thoughts
of Chairman Mao).

Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping produce self-criticisms.
Guided-missile nuclear weapon test successful.

The People’s Daily calls for extension of the Cultural Revolution to
industrial enterprises.

In the ‘January Revolution’, radicals organize seizures of power in
Shanghai.

It is announced that the 1966 harvest was a record, and all main
industrial targets were exceeded.

Central Committee condemns ‘economism’.
Central Committee forbids armed struggle.
PLA instructed to intervene on the side of the revolutionary masses.

First Revolutionary Committee set up (in Heilongjiang). Radical
education reforms announced, including the abolition of all exam-
ination systems.

Shanghai People’s Commune created briefly.



lviii

11

Mar. 30

Apr. 6

June 17

July 14

20

Aug. 22

Sept. 1

24
Oct. 14

17
Nov. 25

1968 Feb. 6
Mar. 21

Apr. 18

May 7
July 27

28

Aug. 23
Oct. 13-31

14
31

Chronology

Condemnation of ‘false takeovers’—the ‘February Adverse Current’.

“Top person in the Party taking the capitalist road’, i.e. Liu Shaoqi,
is attacked on the radio and (1 Apr.) in Red Flag.

Central Committee Military Affairs Commission forbids opening
fire on mass organizations even if controlled by counter-re-
volutionary elements. But serious violence nevertheless mounts.

China explodes her first hydrogen bomb.

Wang Li and others arrive in Wuhan to deal with the situation
involving Chen Zaidao, commander of Wuhan military region.

Wang Li and Xie Fuzhi are kidnapped in Wuhan; Zhou Enlai flies
to Wuhan and secures their release.

Office of the British chargé d’affaires in Beijing burned down by
Red Guards.

Zhou Enlai orders all Red Guards to return home, abjure violence,
and cease attacks on foreign embassies.

Mao Zedong returns from six-province tour of inspection.

Central Committee orders resumption of classes at all levels of
education.

Posters in Beijing denounce Wang Li as ultra-leftist.

Zhou Enlai reveals the breakdown of rail transport as a result of
the Cultural Revolution.

Wen Hui Bao denounces anarchism; a campaign begins to restore
order.

Zhou Enlai asserts that there is a new ‘February Adverse Current’,
i.e. another attempt to restore criticized leaders and officials.

Violence reaches a peak at Wuzhou (in Guangxi), where a group
called Allied Command attack the April the 22nd Revolutionary
Rebel Grand Army, which is wiped out with the death of several
thousand Red Guards. Faction fighting in Guangdong is constant
at this time.

First May the 7th school opens in Heilongjiang.

Worker—Peasant Mao Zedong Thought Teams sent into Qinghua
University.

Mao Zedong severely reprimands Red Guard leaders Nie Yuanzi
and Kuai Dafu.

China condemns the invasion of Czechoslovakia.

Enlarged twelfth plenum of the Eighth Central Committee adopts
a new Party constitution.

Red Flag calls for rebuilding the Party.
Liu Shaoqi expelled from the Party and dismissed from all posts.



1969 Feb. 21

Mar. 2
Apr. 1-24
July 8

21

Aug. 13
Oct. 20
Dec. 19

1970 Mar. 22

Apr. 24
July 10
Aug. 23

15
1971
Jan. 1
Mar. 224
Apr. 10-17

July 9-11
Sept. 12

13
Oct. 25

Chronology lix

The People’s Daily publishes a new Mao Zedong directive
which calls for reasonable targets: ‘in drawing up plans, it
is necessary to mobilize the masses and see to it that there
is enough leeway’.

Sino-Soviet clash at Damansky Island (Zhenbao) on the
Ussuri River.

Ninth National Congress of the Communist Party produces
a new Party constitution with Mao Zedong Thought as the
theoretical basis.

Another Sino-Soviet clash, on the Amur near Khabarovsk.

United States Government eases restrictions on travel to
China.

Another clash, at Yumin in Xinjiang.
Talks open in Beijing on the Sino-Soviet border problem.
The United States eases the trade embargo.

The Liaoning Daily promotes the Anshan Constitution,
which sought to create workers’ control of the Anshan iron
and steel complex, on its anniversary.

China puts her first satellite into orbit.

The American Catholic Bishop Walsh is released.

Second plenum of the Ninth Central Committee at Lushan,
Jiangxi (to 25 Sept.); Lin Biao attempts through surrogates
to ensure that the office of Chairman of the People’s Repub-
lic of China is included in the draft State constitution. Mao
Zedong regards this as the ‘surprise attack’.

Mao Zedong writes to the whole Party calling for criticism
of Chen Boda.

Throughout the year, provincial and city Party committees
elect new first secretaries (26 of them, making 28 to date).

Successful end of the Third Five Year Plan announced, and
the beginning of the Fourth.

Lin Biao’s son, Lin Liguo, accused of plot to overthrow
Mao Zedong.

United States table tennis team visits China, and is received
by Zhou Enlai.

Kissinger visits Beijing secretly.

Lin Biao tries and fails to assassinate Mao Zedong, accord-
ing to later statements.

Lin Biao killed in a plane crash in Mongolia.

The United Nations admits the People’s Republic of
China.



Ix

1972 Jan. 1

Feb. 21
28

Mar. 30
Aug. 1
Sept. 25-30

Dec. 29

1973 Jan. 1

Apr. 11-16
12

Aug. 7

24-8

Sept. 24

Oct. 1

1974 Jan. 1
11

14

19-20
Feb. 28

Chronology

The People’s Daily releases the first official production stat-
istics for ten years.

Nixon arrives in Beijing.

Joint China-US statement agrees that there is only one

China, and that the United States will progressively reduce
her forces in Taiwan. .

Vietcong begin Tet offensive; China gives moral support.
Movement to criticize Lin Biao launched.

Japanese Prime Minister Tanaka Kakuei visits China; it is
agreed that full diplomatic relations will be resumed; Japan
repudiates the treaty of 1952 with Taiwan.

Chinese imports of technology resume, with a contract with
Tokyo Engineering Company for ethylene plant.

Joint New Year editorial, new Mao Zedong directive: ‘Dig
tunnels deep, store grain everywhere, and never seek
hegemony’.

Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra visits China.

Itis revealed indirectly that Deng Xiaopingis a Vice-Premier
again.

Yang Rongguo’s article ‘Confucius—a Thinker who Stub-
bornly Upheld the Slave System’ published in the People’s
Daily, beginning of the ‘Criticize Lin Biao and Confucius’
campaign.

Tenth National Congress of the Communist Party. New
State constitution; Wang Hongwen, introducing it, says that
the Cultural Revolution will be a recurring phenomenon.

Brezhnev states that China ‘did not even take the trouble to
reply’ to the Soviet Union proposal for a treaty of non-
aggression.

Joint editorial publishes Mao Zedong’s directive on work-
study classes for cadres.

Sweeping changes take place in the command of military
regions.

China claims the Spratly (Nansha), Paracel (Xisha), Prata
(Dongsha) and Zhongsha Islands.

The People’s Daily attacks the music of Beethoven and
Schubert as ‘bourgeois’.

China expels Vietnam from the Xisha Islands.

The People’s Daily denounces the play Climbing Peach
Mountain Three Times.



Apr. 10
1975 Jan. 13-17

13

Feb. 9
Apr. 5
May 3
Sept. 15

Dec. 1-5
1976 Jan. 1

Feb. 3
10
Apr. 4-5

July 28
Sept. 9
Oct. 6
24

Nov. 2

Dec. 26
1977 Jan. 9

Feb. 10
Apr. 2

Chronology 1x1
Deng Xiaoping gives a speech, ‘China belongs to the Third
World’, at the UN General Assembly.

Fourth National People’s Congress, new constitution (no
chairman of the People’s Republic of China).

At National People’s Congress Zhou Enlai states that there
are over one million ‘barefoot doctors’, and that almost ten
million school graduates have gone to the rural areas.

In the People’s Daily, Mao Zedong starts a campaign on the
dictatorship of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie.

Death of Chiang Kaishek.

According to a report in the People’s Daily of 25 Oct. 1976,
at a Politburo meeting Mao Zedong is said to have warned
Jiang Qing and others not to act as a ‘gang of four’.

Opening of the First National Conference on Learning from
Dazhai in Agriculture.

President Ford visits China.

Joint New Year editorial publishes new instruction by Mao
Zedong: ‘Stability and unity do not mean writing off class
struggle; class struggle is the key.’

Death of Zhou Enlai.

Hua Guofeng appointed acting Prime Minister.
Poster campaign begins against Deng Xiaoping.
Demonstrations take place at the grave of Zhou Enlai.

Hua Guofeng appointed First Vice-Chairman of the Com-
munist Party and Premier. Deng Xiaoping dismissed.

Tangshan earthquake.
Death of Mao Zedong.
Arrest of the Gang of Four.

At mass Tiananmen rally, Wu De claims that Hua Guofeng
was Mao Zedong’s choice as successor.

The Central Committee, National People’s Congress Stand-
ing Committee, State Council, and the Military Affairs Com-
mission jointly declare that Mao Zedong’s policies will be
continued.

First publication of ‘the Ten Great Relationships’, Mao
Zedong’s speech of 25 Apr. 1956.

Poster calls for the appointment of Deng Xiaoping as Prime
Minister.

Pravda initiates new attacks on China.

National Conference on Learning from Daqing in Industry
(to 13 May).



Ixii

1977

1978

Apr. 11

June 6

July 21

Aug. 12-18

Sept. 29

Oct. 26

Nov. 1

Jan. 26

Feb. 16

26

Apr. 9

Apr. 22

June 2

July 3

Aug. 9

Chronology

Hua Guofeng declares the key link to be to ‘attain great
order across the country in the acute struggle between the
two classes’.

To commemorate Mao Zedong’s Talks at the Yan’an Forum,
a classical opera is staged, the first since 1966.

Deng Xiaoping is restored to the Politburo and its Standing
Committee and is made Deputy Chairman of the Military
Affairs Commission, Vice-Premier, and Chief of the General
Staff of the PLA.

The Eleventh National Congress of the Communist Party
produces a new Party constitution with Mao Zedong
Thought as the basis; Deng Xiaoping gives the closing
address.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Huang Hua at the UN General
Assembly affirms that ‘social imperialism [i.e. Soviet policy]
1s the most dangerous source of war’.

Formal entrance requirements by examination for higher
education restored.

The People’s Daily states that Mao Zedong’s ‘theory of the
differentiation of the three worlds’ is ‘a major contribution
to Marxism-Leninism’.

‘Key’ primary and secondary schools set up.
Long-term Sino-Japanese trade agreement signed.

First Session of the Fifth National People’s Congress (to
S March); new State constitution abolishes the revolutionary
committees and promulgates a new Ten Year Plan: agri-
culture to increase by 4-5% per annum and industry by
10%.

The People’s Daily calls for ‘integrating moral encour-
agement with material reward’, i.e. a shift towards material
incentives.

National Conference on Education Work, opened by Deng
Xiaoping, calls for high academic standards and respect for
teachers (to 16 May).

Deng Xiaoping’s speech to the PLA Political Work Con-
ference puts forward his new slogan: ‘seek truth from the
facts’.

Chinese aid to Vietnam cut off, and Chinese technicians
withdrawn.

The People’s Daily restores emphasis on the authority of
industrial managers.

Peace treaty signed with Japan.



25

Nov. 19

Dec. 22

1979 Jan. 1

28

31

Feb. 17
Mar. 4

29

Apr. 3

July 1

27

Sept.

Sept.

Oct. 12
16

30

Nov. 15

Chronology Ixiii
At Friendship Pass on the Vietnam border, Vietnamese
troops drive the Chinese out, killing four and intruding into
Chinese territory.

The first Democracy Wall posters appear, accusing Mao
Zedong of supporting the Gang of Four and of dismissing
Deng Xiaoping.

The third plenum of the Eleventh Central Committee
posthumously rehabilitates Peng Dehuai, and launches
economic reform.

Minister of National Defence (Xu Xianggian) announces
that the bombardment of the offshore islands will cease.

Deng Xiaoping visits the United States until 5 Feb. and goes
on to Tokyo. The Central Committee removes class status
designations from landlord, rich peasant, and other families.

Deng Xiaoping and President Carter sign technical co-
operation and culture agreements.

Chinese troops invade Vietnam.
Long-term trade agreement with Great Britain.

The PLA takes Longsan and then announces that it will
commence withdrawal from Vietnam.

Wei Jingsheng, a dissident democrat, arrested.

It is announced that the Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship,
etc., will not be renewed.

The Fifth National People’s Congress adopts new laws
drafted under Peng Zhen: electoral law, criminal law, crim-
inal procedure law, and a law on joint ventures.

State Statistical Bureau issues a range of statistics; it gives
population growth rate as 12/1,000.

The fourth plenum of the Eleventh Central Committee elects
Zhao Ziyang and Peng Zhen to the Politburo, and launches
the reform of agricultural organization,

Ye Jianying at joint meeting of the Central Committee, the
National People’s Congress Standing Committee, and the
State Council, condemns the Cultural Revolution as a dis-
astrous error.

Hua Guofeng tours Western Europe until 10 Nov.
Wei Jingsheng sentenced to 15 years.

The Fourth Congress of the Federation of Literary and Art
Circles (to 16 Nov.), the first since 1960, rejects the Party’s
candidates and elects its own.

Local elections by secret ballot begin in Beijing.



1xiv

1979 Dec. 6
1980 Jan. 8

Feb. 1
23-9

Apr. 21-8

May 15

17
27

Aug. 2-7

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.
Dec.

1981 Jan.

30

10

31

20
22

25

Chronology

The Democracy Wall closed down.

Deng Xiaoping tells the US Secretary of Defence Harold
Brown, visiting China, that ‘all the countries in the world
should ally against Soviet expansionism’.

Long-term Sino-American trade agreement.

The fifth plenum of the Eleventh Central Committee
rehabilitates Liu Shaoqi. The ‘four big freedoms’ are abol-
ished.

Zhao Ziyang and Hu Yaobang elected to the Politburo
Standing Committee. Several left-wing figures resign, includ-
ing Wu De and Wang Dongxing.

Chinese Society for the Study of Western Economy is
founded.

China to be represented in the World Bank group.
First carrier rocket lands successfully.
Hua Guofeng visits Japan.

Central Committee conference on labour and employment
allows free search for jobs.

The third session of the Fifth National People’s Congress
(to 12 Sept.); Hua Guofeng calls for a one-child policy except
in minority areas.

The third session of the Fifth National People’s Congress
establishes income tax both for joint ventures and for indi-
viduals. Zhao Ziyang replaces Hua Guofeng as Prime Min-
ister. Deng Xiaoping sets an example of retiring as Vice-
Premier because of old age. Li Xiannian, Chen Yi, and
others follow suit. Chen Yonggui (former Party Secretary of
the Dazhai production brigade) dismissed as Vice-Premier.

Posthumous expulsion from the Party of Kang Sheng and
Xie Fuzhi.

Trial of the Gang of Four begins (ten accused).

The People’s Daily states that Mao Zedong made serious
mistakes in his last years.

The members of the Gang of Four and others are sentenced.






THE IMPERIAL EXAMINATION SYSTEM

.

The course of the examining process began with an examination at the xian (county)
level, passing of which qualified the candidate to sit a prefectural test for acceptance
on a short list of candidates who were then examined at the prefectural capital under
the province’s director of education. There was a quota for each xian for the number
who could succeed in this test.

Graduates were called shengyuan (government students), but were more popularly
known as xiucai (cultivated talents), and became officially members of the ‘gentry’,
with the right to a stipend and to various privileges under the law.

Every three years examinations were held at provincial level under an examiner
appointed by the Emperor. Graduates were called juren (recommended men); again,
each xian (county) was given a quota.

Every three years two levels of examinations were held in the capital; the first
produced a short list of candidates who, at the second level, were examined again
under the personal supervision of the Emperor. Graduates were called jinshi (pre-
sented scholars). There were in this case quotas by province.

The most distinguished metropolitan graduates were usually appointed to be
members of the Hanlin Academy, the supreme institution of Chinese scholarship.



NOTES ON CHINESE NAMES

The new Pinyin system of romanization of Chinese words is used throughout this
book, with the exception of certain personal names and place-names familiar in the
West only in dialect form or in a non-Chinese form; in these cases, on the first
occurrence of the name, the familiar form will be given first and will be followed by
the Pinyin form in parentheses: e.g., Chiang Kaishek (Jiang Jieshi). Both forms are
listed in the index.

The Pinyin system of spelling corresponds more closely than the old system to the
phonetic expectations of English-speaking readers: for example, in the previous Wade-
Giles system pan indicated the sound ban and the sound pan had to be represented
by p’an. In Pinyin, pan is pan and ban is ban.

There are, however, three initial consonants which are not pronounced as they
would be in English. (i) ¢ is pronounced ch, as in chair; (ii) ¢ is pronounced s, as in
ourside; and (iii) x is pronounced s#, as in she, but is more sibilant (between she and
see).

There are very few different surnames in China, and the fact that the Chinese
language depends so much on tones (not indicated in Pinyin) increases the number
of apparent homophones and near homophones. The reader is advised to think of
each Chinese name as a single word: for example, to think of Wu Peifu as Wupeifu;
this reduces the potential confusion.

The strict Pinyin orthography has been altered in two ways: first, by omitting
the umlaut which occurs in some syllables but which makes little difference to
pronunciation; second, by inserting an apostrophe between the syllables of a word
whose composition is ambiguous in Pinyin (for example, the town of Xian—pro-
nounced She-ann—could equally well be pronounced misleadingly as a single syllable,
and it is therefore written as Xi’an).

Two Chinese provinces have names which, in the absence of tonal differentiation,
are the same: shanxi. In Pinyin, therefore, an exception is made in order to distinguish
them as Shanxi and Shaanxi (formerly distinguished in the old international post-
office romanization as Shansi and Shensi).

There are three further possible sources of confusion over place-names; they are
not the result of problems of translation but it is convenient to note them here: (1)
During the republican period the old banner lands of Inner Mongolia were divided
into three new provinces, Suiyuan, Chahar, and Jehol (Reher). These were abolished
when the Chinese People’s Republic was founded, and Inner Mongolia was redivided
into autonomous Mongol administrations. (2) Under the Empire the province sur-
rounding Beijing was called Zhili, which means ‘directly subordinate’, the area being
ruled from the capital. When the Nationalist Republic moved the capital to Nanjing
in 1927, Zhili was renamed Hebei. (3) The name Wuhan is an abbreviation of the
names of the three cities of the conurbation which straddles the middle Yangzi:
Wuchang, Hankou, and Hanyang. Wuhan is used here except in contexts in which
it is necessary to be specific as to which city is in question.
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THE TRADITIONAL SOCIETY

European Views on China

To Europeans of the eighteenth-century Enlightenment the Chinese Empire
seemed to show the possibility of a polity based on reason without hereditary
privilege or religious authority, ruled by a philosopher-king counselled by
philosophers. Yet by the start of the next century, China had come to
symbolize almost the opposite: a polity stifled by the power of a self-per-
petuating élite who were both the guardians of a quasi-religious tradition and
the servants of an arbitrary despot.

The remoteness of China has always made it easy for Europeans to project
their own problems on to their accounts of Chinese life, and it was Europe
which had changed rather than China. After the French Revolution tra-
ditional privilege was no longer the main enemy in Europe, while from the
Industrial Revolution onwards a new concept of society had arisen, in which
the creative force was not the great legislator but the free citizen. It might be
possible to argue that China provided an image of the first; but she could
provide no image of the second.

Yet such a sudden change of mind did not take place only as the result of
a shift of subjective viewpoint. Objective factors assisted.

Longer experience of China had made it difficult to maintain the idealized
view propagated by the Jesuits who had been represented in Beijing (Peking)
since 1582. Anxious as they were to use the high morality of the pagan
Chinese as a stick with which to beat back-sliding Christians, a sour note
began to be heard in their letters home as the eighteenth century wore on.

The British meanwhile were gaining acquaintance with China through
trade at Canton (Guangzhou). This had begun, inauspiciously, in 1637 when
five British ships, having been refused permission to trade, shot their way in
and forced the authorities to accept them. Trade developed rapidly and
peacefully thereafter. The British were not inclined by tradition to set much
store by philosophical despots. Nor were they, like the Jesuits, offered the
flattering opportunity of a place at the Celestial Court, but had to put up
with seasonal occupation of a row of warehouses in Canton, the walls of
which were increasingly plastered with hostile Chinese placards. They came
to China from experience in India, and thought they understood oriental
government; they expected to find in China an arbitrary authority exercised
over a cowed population, and naturally they found what they expected. Then
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experience showed that China, for all her pretensions to superiority, was
hopelessly vulnerable to naval artillery; and the British were soon returning
Chinese contempt with contempt.

China too was changing. The Manchu dynasty established by conquest in
1644 had reached its apogee and begun its descent, by a process so familiar
that the Chinese ascribed to it the force of natural law. The long internal
peace which the Manchus imposed had made possible rapid economic growth
and unprecedented prosperity. The price was now to be paid, on the one
hand in the consequences of a rapid growth of population, and on the other
in growing laxity and corruption. By the time the British Government began
its attempts to enter into political relations with the Chinese, the barbarities
of the Chinese system were becoming more obvious than its virtues.

The demographic problem was fundamental. The population of China
more than doubled during the eighteenth century alone, to about 300,000,000
(and has since trebled that figure). China’s past population statistics are the
result of registration for corvée and, later, for poll-tax, and can give evidence
only of broad trends. The population had strong reasons to avoid registration,
while disorder, though it might actually reduce the population, also tended
to wreck the system of registration; thus when we find that the population of
China at the beginning of the Ming dynasty (1368) is recorded as little more
than half of the 100,000,000 recorded in the twelfth century, we are at liberty
to suspect that registration had simply broken down. Then in 1713 poll-tax
was abolished, while at the same time the Manchu rulers made it clear that
they regarded evidence of increasing population as a tribute to their good
government. The numbers recorded leapt to over 200,000,000 by the mid
eighteenth century. Thereafter the figures are probably more dependable,
relative to each other, and they show a rapid and sustained increase com-
parable with that of the population of the West since a similar date.

We can be confident that the population increased by 50 per cent in the
fifty years between 1750 and 1800, rose again by 25 per cent in the next half-
century, took another century to increase by a further 25 per cent, and in the
thirty-five years following the 1949 revolution increased by almost 100 per
cent. These figures seem to fit the known facts of economic and social
conditions: 1750-1800, rapid growth owing to the good order maintained by
the Manchu conquerors; 180050, some slowing down of growth as disorder
spread, dependence on marginal land grew, the possibilities of easy internal
migration decreased, and the rapid increase in the value of silver relative to
copper injured peasant incomes; in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, even slower growth as the adverse factors intensified to crisis point;
and, finally, a very rapid rate of growth as post-revolution public health
measures (the most unambiguous success of Communist government in
China) began to bring the death-rate and the rate of infant mortality tumbling
down almost to modern Western levels after 1949.
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The effects were not at first entirely adverse. Production increased sub-
stantially, through migration to less developed regions of the country, through
more intensive cultivation, and through the cultivation of more productive
crops such as potatoes, sweet potatoes and peanuts introduced from abroad.
The number and frequency of rural markets increased with remarkable
rapidity. Commerce experienced an almost explosive growth.

In the long run, however, increased numbers, as they pressed on limited
resources, inevitably produced sharper competition. The position of tenant
cultivators vis-a-vis those with land to offer was weakened. The educated,
whose numbers grew more rapidly than those of the population in general,
faced intensified competition for public office. This competition had two
results which in the long run seriously damaged Chinese public life: first,
China’s all-pervading patron—client relationships were corrupted; and second,
the number of minor functionaries attached to the offices of government,
especially of local government, grew out of all proportion, creating a parasitic
class of local power-brokers who used their positions to mulct the population,
and who created a formidable barrier to any attempts at the reform of
government.

The Jia Qing Emperor who succeeded the Qian Long (1736-96) Emperor
in 1796 was keenly aware of the need for reform. The long dominance of
Qian Long’s favourite, He Shen, who had for over twenty years disposed of
the patronage of the Empire and had succeeded in corrupting almost the
whole governing apparatus, was ended promptly by the new ruler: He Shen
was executed, his vast fortune confiscated, and his appointees dismissed. But
the damage was almost irreversible. His clique was too deeply rooted. His
minions were soon back in lucrative office. The Jia Qing Emperor resorted
to extremes of frugality in order to maintain the imperial treasury, emptied
by the White Lotus Rebellion (1796-1804), the first great peasant uprising in
China in modern times, and the appalling embezzlement of public funds by
those in charge of its suppression. Frugality alone, however, could solve
nothing, and China entered the nineteenth century with her government at
the lowest ebb of efficiency, honesty, and solvency.

Yet the decisive factor in Western views of China was not change in
China, but change in Europe. These views reflected the consequences of the
revolutions in Western Europe in productive capacity, in administrative
efficiency, in the association of citizens with the state both in politics and in
military service, in the new perspectives of economic development, and not
least in the fire-power of European armies. In these new conditions the very
virtues which had served so admirably in traditional China to maintain
harmony in a vast agrarian society suddenly became vices. Most of what the
Chinese prided themselves on—most of what they believed gave them their
identity as Chinese—was to seem irrelevant or worse in the new world.

The first step to an explanation of China’s modern predicament is to be
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sure of what we have to explain. The study of China’s past is still influenced
by two extremes of European past opinion. One extreme sees the dis-
appearance of the Empire as the overthrow of a great civilization which could
still have been viable and valuable in the modern world; the other as the
inevitable collapse of an ancient ramshackle tyranny before the irresistible
drive of the new way of life created in the West. The Chinese themselves still
feel this dilemma painfully. While they feel compelled to value their past,
which gives them their identity, many feel equally compelled, especially under
Marxist influence, to condemn most of their history as a two-thousand-year
dark age of ‘feudalism’. The Communist revolution has by no means blunted
the horns of this dilemma; on the contrary, it has given the problem a new
and passionate political dimension, as many Chinese contrast the humanistic
values of the Confucian past with the Marxist assertion that there can be no
morality above class.

If we turn to the economic state of China we find similar contradictory
views. It is argued that the traditional economy had such serious weaknesses
that without revolution no progress could be expected. It is argued with equal
force that until recent times the Chinese economy was as efficient as any, that
progress continued, and that there were many signs to show that China could
have created a modern economy for herself. One particular line of this latter
argument goes on to find the cause of her failure to do so in the effects of
imperialism.

Turning to the present, some have seen in contemporary China the image
of a revolution of universal applicability; others have seen it as an enforced
distortion of the natural development which should have taken place in
China, had indeed already begun, and has since been carried through with
astonishing success in other Chinese communities: in Taiwan, Hong Kong
and Singapore.

The first problem is that of China’s sheer size and variety. To compare
the whole of China with any other country is in itself liable to invalidate
comparisons. For example, to give an overall national figure for Chinese
economic growth in the 1920s and 1930s is simply to bury the brisk develop-
ment of China’s coastal cities in the stagnation of her vast, poor, war-torn
hinterland.

If questions of space complicate the problems of comparison, so do ques-
tions of time. To judge that China was slow to respond to new economic
opportunities implies comparison; but while it is obvious that the pace of
China as a whole was slow beside the exceptional pace of Japan, this does
not prove that it was slow in comparison with, say, India, or with many other
countries which even now have difficulty in modernizing their economies. It
is reasonable to expect that there must be a fairly long gestation period in a
pre-modern country which seeks to develop the skills of modern production,
management and marketing. The question is whether China, or any part of
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China, took longer to learn than other comparable countries; and the answer
is by no means certain.

The Traditional Economy

The most obvious geographical characteristic of China is her vast size and
population. In land area China is exceeded only by the Soviet Union and
Canada. In population she is unrivalled; one human being in five is Chinese,
and her total population is greater than that of Western Europe and North
America combined.

With size goes variety of conditions and resources. Topography and climate
run from extreme to extreme; from the world’s highest mountains to its lowest
depression; from the tundra to the tropic; from desert and steppe to the rain
forests and rubber plantations of Hainan Island.

China is a sloping shelf; its western end tilts up to the peak of Everest, its
eastern end dips through plains of rich silt and alluvium and through marshes
and salt-pans into the Pacific Ocean. One-fifth of China is over 15,000 feet
in average altitude. Four-fifths is mountain. An area as large as Western
Europe is high plateau, too arid for more than oasis cultivation, where the
population density scarcely rises above 1 per square mile. At the other extreme
are the lower valleys of the Yangzi and Pearl (Zhu Jiang) rivers, where the
density is among the highest in the world (1,250 per square mile) and there
is only one-third of an acre of land per capita.

The climate is dominated by two great seasonal movements of air: the
moisture-laden summer monsoon from the South Pacific and the cold dry
winter airstream from Siberia. The monsoon air sheds its rain as it moves
north-west. South-east China has a rainfall close to that of Devon and
Cornwall (about 40 inches a year). By the time the monsoon reaches the
North China Plain that rainfall is halved. It is halved again at the western
end of the Great Wall, and halved again to create the desert conditions of
the Tarim Basin. Even where rainfall is on average adequate it varies greatly
from year to year, especially in the spring season of germination; every
spring is a crisis. When the summer rains come, they can come as typhoon
downpours which replace the threat of drought with the threat of flood; even
in the north-western deserts oasis agriculture is as threatened by flash floods
as by drought.

China’s soil is as varied as her topography and climate. Mostly, however,
it is not naturally of the highest fertility; the richness of the paddy fields of
the populous provinces of central and southern China is man-made, the result
of centuries of dung and tillage. In a sense, China is a vast Holland, a land
of little polder farms worked at the intensity of gardening and dependent on
human effort to maintain dams, dikes and fertility. Psychologically these
conditions produce a contradiction: the sense of a high degree of mutual
dependence in the maintenance of the infrastructure, combined with a
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passionate sense of independence in the maintenance of the soil. This
contradiction still lies at the root of Chinese rural politics.

The vast majority of China’s rural population live in compact, usually
walled, villages of one-storeyed houses. Villages usually lie within sight of
each other, as in rural France; clusters of low, tiled roofs on every horizon
are part of the landscape. Villages were linked in the past in groups of about
twenty around a periodic fair at which trade, local public affairs and marriage
negotiations were carried on; since the abolition of the commune system in
1982 these natural groupings are reasserting themselves.

China’s mineral resources are as vast and as varied as the rest of her
characteristics. Judged even by the present inadequate surveying, they put
her among the three countries richest in that respect. Her coal stocks are the
greatest in the world. She has great reserves of iron ore, although mostly not
of first-rate quality. She has at least 2 per cent of the world’s known oil
resources. She is rich in bauxite, tin, phosphates, fluorspar, gypsum, asbestos,
cement, antimony, tungsten, and manganese. Her gold resources are of
significant size and copper resources adequate for the foreseeable future. She
is believed to have several large deposits of uranium. She is short only of
lead, zinc, and certain ferro-alloys. If and when her rulers overcome their
distaste for the export of non-renewable resources, the result of an irrational
but widespread misinterpretation of the effects of the age of imperialism, she
will be one of the world’s greatest exporters of minerals; her economic future
depends largely on this.

In contrast to the infinite variety of China in all other respects, stands
the near-uniformity of her racial composition. Ninety-four per cent of her
population are of Chinese (Han) race, or (to be more accurate) share the
language and culture of Han and accept a common national identity, although
racially the Chinese are in fact a mixture of acculturated aborigines. There
are nevertheless over five hundred ‘national minorities’ in China, and
although they form only a small part of the population they occupy half of
China’s territory, an area larger than Western Europe. Moreover, many are
strung along vulnerable frontiers which divide them from fellow-nationals
across the border. Their strategic importance in such cases is out of all
proportion to their numbers. Some are aborigines in remote areas which Han
acculturation has failed to penetrate; some are the remnants of former foreign
conquerors, such as Manchus and Mongols; others (especially in the north-
west) were subjected to China by conquest, and many of these are not even
Mongoloid in race, such as the Turkic peoples of Xinjiang. The degree of
acceptance of Chinese dominance varies. At one extreme the Manchus have
been almost wholly integrated; at the other the Muslim Turks of the far west
still cannot easily identify with infidel rulers.

The Han themselves are divided, and while all acknowledge a common
national allegiance they also entertain local loyalties which have in the past
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compromised national unity many times, leading in fact to predictable lines
of fission which can split open again in times of tension. The Chinese are
(most passionately) a nation vis-a-vis the world outside; but they have internal
rivalries not entirely beyond comparison with the rivalries of Europe. Every
province has myths about the temperamental characteristics—usually deplor-
able—of the people of other provinces, and the people of one province often
show a hostility of a quasi-racist kind to immigrants from elsewhere. In this
sense, the oldest nation in the world is still engaged in nation-building.

China’s economy on the eve of the Opium War was still agrarian. Agri-
culture was by far the greatest source of wealth. The value of its product
vastly exceeded that of handicrafts, in spite of the existence of a dozen great
cities with populations exceeding half a million. Possibly as much as 90 per
cent of the population lived on the land outside the towns.

By the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the old, mainly feudal, forms of
tenure had given way to a free market in land. The last insignificant vestiges
of serfdom were abolished in the eighteenth century. Some land was owned
by landlords who rented to cultivators, some was in the hands of owner-
operators. The proportion owned by each category then is not known, but
as the distribution of landlordism was determined largely by local conditions
of soil and climate and by the scale of local investment in irrigation, the
pattern was probably much the same as that of the twentieth century as
revealed by modern surveys: that is, most peasant families owned some land
but many also rented in extra land, and a large minority depended wholly
on rented land. Landlordism was not wholly the result of landless poverty;
renting gave the system flexibility. By the early nineteenth century there were
very few large estates; 250 acres would make one a gentleman of substance
and influence and the patron of scores of peasant families. Yet landlordism
was never regarded as morally acceptable; the ideal was that every family
should own enough land for its support and for the employment of family
members, and no one should own more. In spirit, if not altogether in fact,
China was a land of independent peasants who owed nothing to anyone
except the taxes they owed to the state.

Chinese history is therefore punctuated by peasant revolts which could
sometimes bring down dynasties. There was a sort of entropy in China’s
agricultural system. The peasants’ margin over subsistence was small, and
the climate precarious; hard times meant debt, and at the rates of interest
prevailing in an imperfectly monetized economy, debt was all but impossible
to shake off. The lender foreclosed and the peasant became merely a tenant
on his ancestral land. In this way peasant proprietorship was steadily eroded
until the deprived rebelled. The resulting loss of life would often make men
scarce rather than land, and peasant proprietorship would be restored.

An agrarian economy is not necessarily a subsistence economy. Most of
the world’s past civilizations have been sustained by the surplus production




The Traditional Economy 9

of their agricultural workers, and what could sustain the luxuries of Indian
princely courts and Chinese vice-regal palaces could also, as far as quantity
goes, have initiated modernizing investment.

The Chinese farmer sold about one-third of what he produced, and bought
about one-third of what he consumed. Generally speaking, what he sold was
truly a surplus; it consisted of as much of his subsistence-mixture of crops as
he did not retain for his family’s use. Even in the twentieth century there was
only a handful of crops of which the typical farmer would sell as much as
half; he consumed half even of the tobacco that he grew. Only a small fraction
of the one-third of the crops which reached local markets would ever move
beyond them. Yet so great was China’s agricultural production that this small
fraction created, in aggregate, an enormous commerce. Her great climatic
range, while it made possible a degree of national self-sufficiency denied even
to the whole of Western Europe, at the same time stimulated long-distance
trade within China on a scale which made necessary, as in Europe’s overseas
trade, the creation of new forms of business organization. Part of this trade
was in craft work of a high standard from particular places, such as the
porcelain of Jingdezhen in Jiangxi, but not all long-distance trade was in
goods exceptionally high in value relative to weight. Yunnan copper travelled
to all those provinces which had no local supplies and which could not readily
import copper from Japan; that is, to about twelve provinces out of eighteen.
Sugar from the south was sold throughout China, as well as being exported
to Japan and South-east Asia. Much of this sugar was exchanged for raw
cotton from the Yangzi Delta, while the Yangzi area itself bought raw cotton
from further north. Silk from the Yangzi also had a nationwide market,
and large quantities were exported. The tea of the eastern provinces went
everywhere at home and also went abroad. The iron of Foshan in Guangdong
moved long distances within and beyond China. Soya products from the
north-east were shipped to the Yangzi ports and distributed to the sur-
rounding countryside. Timber moved long distances from the north and the
west, across the more developed parts of China whose forest cover had long
gone to feed the stoves of a fuel-starved population. Finally, although by far
the greater part of the food supply was consumed on or near the farm, the
total quantity of food which moved beyond this narrow range in order to
feed a city population larger than the whole contemporary population of
France, plus a comparable population in the smaller towns, plus another
population of the same order of magnitude who planted cotton or cultivated
mulberry trees instead of food crops, was certainly far greater than the total
of the long-distance trade in grain in eighteenth-century Europe.

Such commerce on the national scale was made possible by China’s system
of navigable waterways, partly natural and partly man-made. The River
Yangzi is navigable, even for ocean steamships, right through the heart of
China to the city of Yichang, where further navigation is made more difficult
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by the Yangzi Gorges. The Yellow River (Huang He) is open to small-scale
shipping almost as far west as Xi’an, though only as a result of constant
dredging of its silt-laden bed. Tributaries navigable for hundreds of miles
join these two great rivers to most of China’s provincial capitals, while the
Yangzi and Yellow rivers themselves are linked by the Grand Canal. Other
canals of scarcely less grandeur fill out the system of rivers, while the delta
regions are criss-crossed by an extraordinarily dense network of minor chan-
nels by which virtually every delta village has been brought into direct contact
by water with the great cities of its area. Four-fifths of China, however, is
too hilly or too arid to provide easily navigable waterways; though Chinese
inventiveness in locks and ramps and special craft pressed the possibilities to
extraordinary lengths, most of the area of China still remained beyond the
reach of transport by water. Yet the total mileage of the littoral of China’s
navigable waterways in pre-modern times is of the same order of magnitude
as the total navigable littoral of Europe and the British Isles, from the Baltic
to the Mediterranean.

Between the shoulder-pole and sampan trade of the local market town and
the junk-borne inter-regional trade just described was the trade carried on
within each Chinese province. This has not hitherto been the subject of much
research, although a glance at the map will show that many Chinese provinces
form distinct natural marketing regions. The boundaries of most provinces
are formed by mountainous watersheds. Almost every one is a natural geo-
graphical region within which communication is relatively easy and beyond
which, except down the main waterway, communication is relatively difficult.
Consequently, each has a distinct economic life and a distinct local culture.
As far as trade is concerned, the province was usually the main area in which
locally-produced goods were sold. In times of scarcity consciousness of
this was expressed in resentment against the export of goods, especially of
foodstuffs, to other parts of China. What proportion of China’s marketed
commodities circulated at this provincial level of trade is not known, but it
must have been large.

China’s foreign trade, although very small in proportion to population
because of the self-sufficiency which her size and variety bestowed on her,
was also large in absolute terms. Oceanic navigation was with some exceptions
forbidden, out of a not unreasonable conviction that all blue-water sailors in
these days were potential pirates. In spite of this ban a huge trade was carried
on in Chinese vessels to South-east Asia, including the Spanish Philippines,
and this led to the gradual growth of large Chinese communities in the
countries of the area. A controlled but significant trade was carried on with
Japan, permitted mainly because of the dependence of the provinces of East
China on Japanese copper for minting. A considerable import of rice from
Bangkok to Canton took place, while via the Liuqgiu Islands trade was carried
on with Satsuma in western Japan.
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The first European traders to appear in Eastern waters bought spices with
profits from the local trade of South-east Asia, and through this were drawn
to the shores of China, from which there began a growing export of Chinese
goods to Europe. Silk and tea were the main staples. This foreign trade in
silk and tea was an extension of trade at home. The foreign market was
marginal: China, as far as her foreign trade was concerned, sold her surplus;
in fact both of the great export staples, silk and tea, being essentially peasant
products, were largely the peasants’ surplus. There was also a long-established
overland trade westwards, most of all with Russia in the form of an exchange
of Chinese tea (in brick form) for Russian furs.

The caravan trails of Inner Asia also carried a growing trade in spite of
the difficulties of terrain, with routes from Xinjiang west through Ferghana
and south to Darjeeling and Srinagar. The growth of this commerce con-
tributed to the gradual extension of Chinese power in the area during the
eighteenth century.

Most non-agricultural production in China took place in peasant house-
holds, primarily to supply the household itself. Yet perhaps we exaggerate
this, even in the case of the most important product, cotton cloth.

Weaving was still done in many peasant homes, but as in other countries
there was a tendency towards greater specialization in the hands of full-time
weavers, and the concentration of weavers in particular villages or counties.
As long as spinning was unmechanized, spinning work had to be very widely
distributed because of the number of spinners necessary to keep one weaver
at work. It was mainly carried on by peasant women during the slack season
of agriculture. Even then, it was calculated that half the cost of a piece of
finished cotton cloth was accounted for by the labour of spinning.

We are, however, too ready to assume from the near-universal distribution
of spinning, and the wide distribution of weaving, that the cotton textile
industry was overwhelmingly a peasant spare-time handicraft. While the
common hard-wearing blue cloth which is the traditional working costume
of the Chinese labourer was produced mainly on peasant looms, the many
fine and elaborate cottons were not all the products of spare-time weavers.
This is not to suggest that peasants cannot practise high-quality crafts, but
simply that any product which catches the attention of a wider market because
of its quality or distinction is almost bound to be subjected to a marketing
organization which in turn will tend to create a specialist labour force. One
of the problems in research here is that in an agrarian society, these specialists
are likely to continue to own land or to acquire it, and so the distinction
between peasant and handicraft worker is obscured.

The production of cotton cloth was China’s greatest industry, and the
questions involved are important for the wider question of how far pre-
modern China was already showing tendencies to develop towards modern,
capitalist economic forms. This in turn is related to the broadest question of
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all: why was the subsequent process of economic modernization in China
apparently so halting and imperfect?

In the early 1950s a controversy arose among the historians of the Chinese
People’s Republic on this question. Mao Zedong had expressed the opinion
that China had already been developing towards a native capitalism, when
the process was frustrated by imperialist aggression. No one involved in the
debate dared to gainsay this ruling, but one result of the controversy was a
considerable increase in our knowledge of China’s pre-modern economy.
What Chinese historians looked for as signs of capitalist development
included the production of goods for a market, large-scale production, the
existence of a free labour market, the division of labour and specialization,
and increased cash-cropping of agricultural products used as industrial raw
materials. All these signs of development were certainly present in eighteenth-
century China.

First, a substantial part of cotton cloth production was for sale, with
regular lines of goods produced for regular markets. There was a great
concentration of production round Songjiang which, along with other areas
of relatively concentrated production, sent its cloth to all parts of the Empire,
while ‘nankeens’—cotton cloth from the general area of Nanjing (Nanking)—
provided the first great export of China to the West.

The scale of operations varied from process to process. Dyeing and cal-
endering (the process of finishing the cloth by the use of moisture, heat and
pressure) showed the greatest tendency towards large-scale unified operations;
in Suzhou there were ten or twenty thousand workers engaged in calendering,
renting their equipment from big merchants. At the other end of the process
of manufacture, there were merchants who organized the ginning and bowing
of the raw cotton and sold the rovings to the spinners. And although spinning
and weaving remained very largely domestic (though not necessarily peasant),
the merchants—the great men of the inter-regional trade, and the smaller
men who sold to them—often exercised considerable control.

There are many cases also of factory-scale production; in Hebei some
cotton-ginning shops employed a hundred men, and in the city of Canton
alone there were fifteen hundred spinning and weaving shops of similar
size. The existence of separate groups of ‘merchants’ concerned with the
organization of ginning, spinning, weaving, calendering, and dyeing shows
the development of a significant degree of division of labour. Surviving
records of the cotton industry do not refer specifically to a free labour
market, but references to its existence in silk-manufacturing, given that the
organization of the production of silk was not dissimilar to that of cotton,
show its existence. There is also evidence of specialization in the growing of
cotton, notwithstanding the fact that peasants, wherever soil and climate
allowed, grew their own. In the three counties around the greatest centre of
manufacture it is recorded that in the eighteenth century only 20 per cent or
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30 per cent of the farmers grew rice; the rest grew cotton. The Kang Shen
area in the dry coastal heights of Jiangsu province grew only cotton; and
already in the seventeenth century it had been observed that almost the whole
population of Jia Tong county in southern Jiangsu made their living in this
way.

Silk fabrics were not, like cotton cloth, the normal wear of the labouring
classes. The main centres of mulberry growing were in the Yangzi valley; the
main use of the silk-oak was in Shandong and in Guangdong. The industry
was therefore more concentrated than the cotton industry, and much more
market-oriented, especially from the late eighteenth century when a huge
export trade grew up. Silk weaving gave rise to an even greater range of
products and styles than the weaving of cotton—brocades, damasks, gauzes,
satins, etc., in endless variety. As in the cotton industry, all levels of organ-
ization existed side by side: independent weavers, others working in a putting-
out system, and wage earners. Many examples of proto-factory organization
are recorded. The scale of production along the southern shore of the Yangzi
Estuary is shown by legislation of the Kang Xi reign period (1662-1723)
forbidding ownership of more than one hundred satin looms; but by the Dao
Guang period (1821-51) there were shops with over six hundred looms and
over one thousand workmen, and the total of privately owned looms was
about thirty thousand. Development in Hangzhou was of the same order,
some shops having a thousand looms and three to four thousand workers.
Similar conditions existed in Nanjing, Suzhou, Canton, and Chengdu. Much
of this development occurred in the late eighteenth century, and was associ-
ated with the huge increase in exports due to the reduction of duties on
Chinese silk by the British Government in 1750.

There is evidence to show the existence of a large-scale putting-out system:
even as early as late Ming, in Wu county (Suzhou), according to a con-
temporary local gazetteer, ‘the families spin and the weaving shops provide
capital ... if the dyeing vats close, several thousand dyers are dispersed; if
the weaving shops close, again several thousand weavers are dispersed, all
men who “‘eat their labour”’. The existence of a free labour market here is
well attested: weavers ‘assembled according to their special skills at certain
bridges in the city to wait for work’. In fact, because the traditional effort to
prevent migration from county to city was breaking down, the growth of
such capitalist enterprise had to be tolerated in order to provide increased
opportunities of employment.

Large-scale cash-cropping of mulberries was common. The Huzhou local
gazetteer records that the landowners there ‘planted hemp and mulberries by
the 1,000 acres’. In Guangdong a hundred thousand peasant households
specialized in growing mulberries. In 1852 the botanist Robert Fortune,
travelling by boat in the Yangzi area, wrote that for ‘two days ... upwards
of 100 miles I saw little else than mulberry trees’. Brokers bought mulberry
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leaves in bulk for the feeding of cocoons, which in turn were sold in bulk for
reeling.

In the manufacture of porcelain at Jingdezhen, although the imperial
potteries were the largest enterprises, there were two or three thousand private
potteries employing a total of over a hundred thousand workers, while many
of the successive processes of manufacture for the imperial kilns themselves
were carried out in private proto-factories.

Other industries yield similar examples. In Yunnan, twenty or thirty
copper-mining firms employed up to eighty thousand men, on capital ranging
up to 200,000 ounces of silver. In Sichuan there were three thousand salt-
wells, some employing as many as three or four thousand men. There is
evidence also of an increasing scale of operations in the processing of crops.
Six families in Qiming, Shandong, employed over four thousand people in
the processing of tobacco. We have examples from Hubei and Guangdong
of tea-processing workshops each employing several hundreds. In Taiwan,
the scale of sugar refining was such as to require a division of labour into
seventeen jobs. Although specialist cultivators of cash crops undoubtedly
remained a small minority of the rural population they were sufficiently
numerous to provide the basis of a vast and growing trade in manufactures.

In all these trades penetration by merchant capital is apparent. Cash crops
were often grown on credit. Large sectors of the textile industries operated
on credit extended to domestic operatives. Even the fishermen of Zhejiang
worked on credit from the Ningbo banks.

It is significant of the changes that were taking place from the seventeenth
century that the old paternalistic controls and government monopolies were
breaking down. In the salt-gabelle administration direct government pro-
duction and sale had given way to private handling under licence. In the
imperial silk mills and porcelain factories there was a tendency for govern-
ment to procure rather than produce. The attempts to prevent the develop-
ment of a free labour market were relinquished. The attempt to hold down
silk prices by limiting exports failed, and the legislation against participation
in ocean-going trade became a dead letter.

Since the fifteenth century there had been increasing monetization of the
economy. In the more productive parts of China taxes had been commuted
from grain to silver, and money rents began to replace rents in kind. A steady
increase in the availability of silver produced a prolonged mild inflation,
which tended to stimulate economic growth. One of the main factors was the
steady inflow of silver earned by foreign trade. In the two and a half centuries
up to 1830, silver to the value of perhaps three hundred and fifty million
Mexican dollars was imported as a result of trade with Manila, Japan, the
European East India companies and South-east Asia.

With increasing money new forms of banking arose. They appeared in
two widely separated centres: in Shanxi, on the basis of substituting bank-
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clearance operations for the shipment of bullion by armed convoys; and in
Ningbo, on the basis of the exchange of currencies and the assaying of silver,
made necessary by China’s chaotic currency. Although their origins were so
different, the Shanxi banks and the Ningbo money-shops (gian zhuang) were
both soon carrying on the normal functions of banking—deposit, credit and
clearance. The Shanxi houses operated throughout the nation, acting as
bankers to the Beijing government, and in foreign trade providing funds for
the purchase of tea and silk for export and opium for import. The Ningbo
firms, although most closely connected with the trade with South-east Asia
in Chinese hands, played a considerable part in the inter-regional trade whose
main focus was the lower Yangzi area, and especially in trade with Manchuria
as that region filled up with Chinese immigrants.

It has been argued that the appearance here and there in China of relatively
large-scale, proto-capitalist forms of enterprise means little; that such things
being exceptional were therefore not significant. It is a poor argument.
The evaluation of economic development in China is, rightly or wrongly,
measured against the history of Western industrial revolution, and in these
terms China’s eighteenth-century proto-capitalist enterprises were no thinner
on the ground than those of Europe at the same date.

In any case, the exact number of enterprises and of industries affected is
not very important. The capacity for large-scale production, and for dis-
tribution over long distances, with adequate credit and with large-scale mobil-
ization of capital through stable institutions, is proved. While there is no
way of proving that in other circumstances China would have gone on to
create independently a fully capitalist system—and no way of proving that
she would not—it can at least be concluded that if China’s later steps to
economic modernization were faltering, the cause did not lie in an inability
to rise above subsistence farming, individual craft production and the small
family business.

The Political System

The Confucian ideal of government was that of rule by an enlightened élite
who, through study of the classics, had become committed to the moral
norms which the classics expressed. The Emperor’s role was to be the supreme
patron of the Confucian scholars; the role of the scholars was to advise the
Emperor and to govern by his authority. By the late imperial period China
was apparently closer to the realization of the Confucian ideal of government
than ever before. The great aristocratic families had been replaced by a
widespread class of small gentry. Government and society were dominated
by the Confucian élite. The apogee of their influence was probably reached
in the early Qing dynasty, from the late seventeenth to the late eighteenth
century.

Yet this victory was hollow. The scholars had come to unrivalled power,
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but as servants of the emperors. Organized in a bureaucracy, every member
of which was subject to instant dismissal and arbitrary punishment by the
autocrat, their role as his councillors was limited. Lacking an adequate base
of independence in large hereditary properties, they depended primarily on
their public careers. Mobility, down as well as up, was rapid; only a small
minority of graduates were succeeded as graduates by their sons or grandsons.

The Emperors ensured that organized opposition by the Confucian officials
was made as difficult as possible. No official could serve in his home area,
and the tenure of his post was too short to permit him to put down roots
where he found himself. No one man was given sole charge of any one branch
of public affairs. Responsibilities were shared and overlapping, so that one
official checked another. In these circumstances only the most vigorous official
could succeed in positive action. All important matiers had to be referred to
Beijing, where the overworked Emperor himself provided the worst of all the
bottlenecks of Chinese administration.

All bureaucracies tend to evade actions which may entail dangerous
responsibilities, and to avoid novelty. The Chinese system exaggerated these
characteristic faults to the point at which the official had a strong disincentive
to do more than collect taxes, prevent disorders too serious to be covered up,
and woo his superiors with bribes to ensure his own promotion. Even the
Emperors themselves were frustrated, finding in the checks and balances they
had created an insuperable obstacle to getting their own will carried out.

At the same time the official, so burdened from above with fear of respons-
ibility, was in a position of complete irresponsibility towards those below.
Chinese rulers moralized about public opinion—°‘heaven hears as my people
hear; heaven sees as my people see’—but this public opinion was not permitted
institutional or protected expression. All communications with officialdom
were, by definition, petitions. Appeal against the actions of an official could
only be to his superior in office, who had often as much reason as his underling
to cover up evidence of maladministration or injustice. i

There has long been controversy on the question of whether or not the
Chinese village was self-governing. If it was so, it was by default, and because
the central government lacked the resources to extend government to the
grass-roots. Many important duties were performed by members of the local
community on its behalf: the collection of the land tax, the registration of
births and deaths and of property, and the duties of watch and ward. These
unofficial functionaries were usually nominated by their fellow-citizens. The
appearance of democracy of a sort is, however, specious. Such men were not
representatives: they were hostages.

A striking illustration of the ambiguity of the late Confucian empire
towards local institutions is shown in the history of the various forms of
organization which were created in the villages. There was first the baojia, a
hundred-and-tithing system the function of which was to assist in keeping
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the peace by registering all householders and reporting the presence of
strangers; although other tasks were put upon it, its responsibilities lay
essentially in the field of public security. There was also the /ijia, which
duplicated registration but for land-tax purposes; this also became involved
in police work. Then when the Sacred Edict was produced by the Kang Xi
Emperor (1662-1723), and village scholars were appointed to expound it
twice a month, to the duty of reading the Edict was added the duty of
awarding appropriate praise or blame to local citizens, and this was soon
extended to the reporting of malefactors.

Even the clans were brought into the business of spying. Confucians valued
the clan as the proper flowering of the ethic of filial piety. The government
encouraged the keeping of genealogies, the maintenance of ancestral shrines,
and the acquisition of clan property. It also encouraged the clans to write
their own rules of conduct. The next predictable step was to appoint from
among the clan a functionary whose duty was to report on clan members
who committed offences against national law.

Thus local institutions were all drawn into police work. The consequence
was that no citizen of reputation would serve in these capacities; and insti-
tutions which might have represented the community, channelled its energies,
and protected its interests, became further means of atomizing it.

Authoritarian government sooner or later usually becomes corrupt govern-
ment. By the nineteenth century the evidence of almost universal corruption
among the mandarinate is overwhelming. Yet we should not too quickly
assume that this state of things was new. After the defeats which China
suffered in the nineteenth century the Chinese were in a mood to blame their
rulers. Experience of Western administration in Hong Kong and the Treaty
Ports, and growing acquaintance with the countries of the West, had set
new standards. Then to the chorus of Chinese complaints were added the
observations of foreign travellers who—forgetting how recent a thing, even
in Europe, was public honesty—were able to indulge themselves in con-
demning the dishonesty of Chinese officials, which they contrasted with the
scrupulous honesty of Chinese merchants. There is little doubt that dishonesty
had increased, but there are few nineteenth-century complaints that had not
been the subject of repeatedly expressed concern by the Chinese emperors of
earlier periods. The deterioration represented a more unscrupulous abuse of
opportunities which had always been available and always abused. Chinese
officials were underpaid and were tacitly expected to increase their incomes
by charging fees for their services. The result was to obscure the distinction
between the official’s private property and the public purse.

During the later Qing dynasty the average tenure of a district magistrate
was less than one year. He knew little of his bailiwick, perhaps not even its
dialect. Though he brought with him a private staff according to his means,
its members too were strangers. His office was run largely by a permanent
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staff of local men, paid for out of fees and supplements added to taxation.
They were not imperial appointees and were responsible only to the magis-
trate, who was seldom there long enough to catch up with their malpractices.
These men were the real rulers of China; with the authority of the magistrate
behind them, and a network of local contacts from gentry protectors to local
hooligans, they enjoyed enormous and vicious power.

The limits of local misgovernment in China were simply the limits of what
a patient population, devoted to the Confucian ideal of government but
entertaining very low expectations of its practical operation, was willing to
tolerate. The one legal avenue of redress was petition. The next step, if
petition failed, was to riot. If that failed, one took to the hills and joined the
bandits.

Apart from this crude—but often effective—means of securing the redress
of grievances, there was little that could be done. On the whole, however, the
saving grace of the system was that the bureaucracy could not penetrate very
deeply into the countryside. Each district magistrate had under him on
average, in the late eighteenth century, about a quarter of a million people.
To govern them directly was impossible. In these circumstances the local
magistrate was more like a District Officer of the British Empire than a
French Prefect. Local affairs were decided by villagers prominent for their
wealth, education, experience, or probity. Few legal disputes ever went to the
magistrate: his justice was too slow and too expensive. Disputes were usually
settled by the arbitration of neighbours; the magistrate’s court was in practice
one of appeal. Clans, guilds and villages kept the peace for themselves as best
they could. Disorder was endemic. Clans carried on bloody feuds, sometimes
with hired mercenaries. Villages fought each other annually over water rights.
Banditry was widespread, and the bandits were often allied with members of
the gentry, local government employees, or particular clans. Secret societies
and village bullies ran protection rackets. If the depredations of bandits and
hoodlums became intolerable, the village would arm itself and, with luck,
inflict sufficient injury on the malefactors to secure a respite.

Nevertheless China was not unusually lawless. On the contrary, considering
the remoteness of the magistrate and the paucity of the available armed
forces; the scope which Chinese rural life offered for conflicts over land and
water rights, rights in local fairs, tax assessments, and the assessment of
forced labour; the increasing destitution, vagrancy, and migration produced
by population increase; and that the law and its representatives did very little
indeed—in spite of the theory of government—to protect the weak against
the strong; the fact that most of the Chinese countryside was peaceful most
of the time is more remarkable than the fact that disturbance was never far
away.

The explanation of this relative stability does not lie in institutions, for
there was little or nothing at that level of society except the ineffective baojia
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system. The explanation lies in social structures and in habits of mind which
were maintained independent of police power or legal control. It was China’s
political culture rather than her political institutions which kept life going.
The object of that culture was the maintenance of peace and stability in an
agrarian society, in which change was neither sought nor anticipated. The
highest value recognized in China was social harmony. The method by which
the Chinese sought to realize this value was the control of conflict by the
imposition of hierarchically organized authority.

The Socialization Process

The process of socialization was perhaps more consciously and systematically
applied in traditional China than in any other great civilization. Chinese
Confucian philosophy is largely, indeed, a philosophy of socialization. It is
concerned much less with defining the true, the good, and the beautiful than
with discovering the means by which mankind can be brought, if not actually
to accept these values, at any rate to behave as if they did. The process began
in the home. The authority of the father was absolute, as the head of a
hierarchy arranged by generation, age and sex, in which every member of the
extended family was related in rank to every other. By the time the Chinese
toddler had even mastered the vocabulary of this complex pecking order, he
was hooked on hierarchy. Aggression was suppressed, dependence encour-
aged. What was owed to parents had no limits; therefore a sense of guilt for
one’s filial inadequacy is part of the Chinese personality. From the point of
view of its political implications, the most significant characteristic induced
by such an upbringing was a conviction that conflict is usually both futile
and destructive.

When the young adult left home he found a similarly organized hierarchy
in society. His duty was to obey his superiors and control his inferiors. His
relations with others were not only defined but ritualized, in order to make
their consequences even more difficult to evade. Subject to the arbitrary
authority of his father and his elders at home, he accepted with the same guilt-
ridden sense of filial obligation the authority of the teacher, the mandarin, and
the Emperor. The vigorous conduct of change by democratic means is,
obviously, unlikely to be advanced by the prevalence of expectations which
lead to fear of conflict, inability to act within a peer group, and submission
to authority. The story of Chinese politics in modern times is partly the story
of a struggle, still unresolved, to shake off these burdens inherited from the
past.

It is in such terms that modern Chinese radicals saw Confucianism and
condemned it as a systematic emasculation of the individual spirit. In this,
however, they were being less than just to their own heritage. There are other
sides to Confucianism, which was not, in fact, essentially authoritarian.
Confucius himself certainly preached a marked degree of deference towards
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rulers, but at the same time he insisted through his theory of the ‘rectification
of names’ that a ruler who was such only in name—who played the tyrant
and not the king—was owed no allegiance. And, after all, the life of Confucius
himself—as a man who laid down the law on the right conduct of rulers,
measured the rulers of his time by the standard of the ancient sage-kings and
found them wanting, insisted that those in authority must listen to self-
appointed sages like himself, and spread these subversive ideas among a
band of students—was not such as to encourage unqualified acceptance of
authority. His most influential interpreter, Mencius, carried his ideas further,
even to the justification of regicide.

The Confucian concept of human nature was inappropriate as a jus-
tification of despotism. China’s ancient Legalist thinkers argued for the
necessity of despotism on the Hobbesian grounds that human beings were
essentially selfish, and only an untrammelled authority exercising salutary
punishments could prevent the life of man from reverting to the nasty, the
brutish, and the short. The Confucians, on the other hand, argued that human
beings were essentially sociable, though imperfectly so; that every man had
within him—however deeply buried under wilful ignorance and self-indul-
gence—a conscience which could guide his conduct; and thus, as Mencius
said, the meanest man had it in him to become a sage. On this view of human
nature, no ruthless ruling hand was needed; every man was capable of making
his own moral judgements. The capacity for moral judgement, however, had
to be developed. It had to be directed towards the ideal of universal objec-
tivity, in the sense of the extension of equal sympathy towards all. The main
question that thereafter divided Chinese philosophers was the nature of
objectivity, and it was here that theories which could be used to support
authoritarianism found an opportunity to creep in.

We may contrast two main schools of thought at the risk of over-
simplification. Zhu Xi, the great synthesizer of Song Dynasty neo-Confu-
cianism, adopted a metaphysical view of the question: each and every thing
in the world (and ‘thing’ included both physical objects and what we may
call moral events) had its ‘principle’. Knowledge of these principles made
objectivity possible. Principles were eternal and unchanging; they existed
‘above’ the phenomena whose nature they determined, and they pre-existed
them: before there was archery, the principle of the bow was already in
existence. Principle, however, did not determine what a thing was in imperfect
reality, but what it could be and ought to be. This theory opened the way for
the imposition by authority of fixed and indisputable principles of conduct.
The Emperors found it convenient to patronize the Zhu Xi school, which
became from that time until the fall of the Empire the orthodox interpretation
of Confucianism. Zhu Xi had intended no such authoritarian implications:
on the contrary, his concept of unalterable principles was directed precisely
against arbitrary conduct; but the concept was captured by the despots.
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Many Chinese philosophers were uneasy about Zhu Xi’s metaphysics. In
the Ming dynasty Wang Yangming (1472-1529) condemned Zhu Xi’s idea
of seeking truth from the laborious investigation of the myriad of principles
enshrined in the myriad of things, and argued that truth (he meant moral
truth) was to be discovered by the response of a lively individual conscience
to practical experience: principles were imposed on the world by the human
mind. The revolutionary implications of such a theory in imperial China are
obvious, but Wang’s ideas were condemned by the orthodox who could not
separate his idea of communion with one’s own conscience from the very
different Buddhist idea of meditation as a withdrawal from the world. Never-
theless, his ideas still retain a potent though unacknowledged influence in
Chinese minds.

Perhaps Confucius and Mencius had already sold the pass. Both believed
that morality was learned in the home. Pity, sympathy, consideration for
others, the sense of justice, and the sense of loyalty are learned in the family
or not at all. However, in their own troubled times they sought above all for
the origins of loyalty. They found them in the respect and affection of the
child for the father. They therefore stressed filial piety as the greatest of all
virtues, and so opened the door to despotic abuses of the idea.

As for the Confucian belief that rulers must accept the counsel of those
who had proved their virtue and wisdom, the Emperors found means here
too of hoisting the Confucians with their own petard. Having first in the
Han dynasty identified themselves as the supreme patrons of the sages, the
Emperors went on to act as if they themselves were the supreme sages, popes
as well as emperors.

The Confucian ideal of objectivity, of impartiality as between subjects, was
also distorted to serve the autocracy. The Emperor, looking on all men with
equal regard, was justified thereby in destroying all expressions of sectional
interest; and in the name of Confucius he sought to atomize Chinese society.

If we were to halt our description of Confucianism at this point, it would
be to agree with the most severe of its twentieth-century critics, and to judge
it to be merely one of history’s monumental failures. Yet it was not. It
continued to exist not only in what it was, but in what it might be; Zhu Xi’s
metaphysics had a point: the principles of good government, he said, were
not created by the great emperors Yao and Shun, and did not go out of
existence with the bad emperors Zhou and Xie. They are the eternal aspira-
tions of man. In this respect Zhu Xi can stand for Confucianism generally:
ambiguous and consequently subject to manipulation, but fundamentally
anti-authoritarian. It is a condemnation of arbitrary government on the
grounds of the moral responsibility of every man, and of his intuitive under-
standing of a moral law above raison d’état. This condemnation, on these
same grounds, is still a powerful factor in Chinese politics today.
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THE OPENING OF CHINA

The European Trade with East Asia

The modern history of the Far East begins with the forcible opening of China
in 1843 by Britain, the leader in the new technologies of which the Chinese
(and the Japanese) knew nothing, having deliberately closed their doors
to foreigners and foreign influence. This situation, however, was not pre-
ordained.

It could have been different; one might even argue that it should have been
different. The great powers of Asia were not at first threatened by the
Europeans. The Moguls were in full control of India. In China the Qing
dynasty had built up the most extensive Chinese empire in history. In Japan
the Tokugawa had restored order in 1600 and ruled Japan’s feudal daimyos
with a rod of iron for more than two centuries thereafter.

The main enemies of the European newcomers were not the states of South
and East Asia but the Arab traders, against whom the Portuguese fought a
long and vicious war in the first decades of the sixteenth century, in the course
of which they created a network of naval strongholds; but as far as the rulers
of Asia were concerned it was not of much importance whether Arabs or
Portuguese—or Dutch or British—paid the taxes in return for which they
permitted trade.

Even when the Arabs had been forced to share their monopoly of the spice
trade, the Europeans were by no means the only numerous and powerful
group of armed traders in the East. The Chinese, with ships as large as the
Portuguese carracks and much more efficient to windward, traded in growing
strength throughout South-east Asia, and settled in the area in far greater
numbers than Europeans. The Arabs themselves, far from totally defeated,
were still extending their influence in the wake of the conversion of the
Malay world to Islam. Japanese trader-pirates were aggressively active. The
Europeans were drawn immediately into this intra-regional trade in order to
earn funds locally with which to buy Asian commodities, and so to placate
their home governments, which had strong mercantilist objections to the
perpetual eastward drain of silver. And in the East there was silver to be
earned, thanks to the Manila galleon which brought an annual cargo of
bullion from the mines of South America. This Spanish silver lubricated the
trade of the area, and in particular flowed into the pockets of Chinese traders
at Manila in exchange for silk. Thence it fructified the economy of China’s
centres of silk and tea production in the lower Yangzi provinces.
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The staples of the trade between East and West were tropical goods
impossible to produce in temperate Europe—pepper and spices, tea from
China, coffee from Java, cotton from India. Others were manufactures, such
as cotton and silk goods, porcelain and lacquer-ware, which represented the
‘high technology’ commodities of the time. As trade widened it did not change
its essential nature, which was the purchase of Asian goods by Europe; but
the profits of Western participation in regional Asian trade were gradually
substituted for the export of bullion from Europe, until in the end it was
China’s new adverse balance of trade with India that brought about the crisis
in which China was forced open to the world.

This mingling of peoples, centred in South-east Asia and spreading to
China and Japan, offered the possibility of mutual influence, to the extent
that East and West might well have developed together.

For a long time the main carriers of Western knowledge to the East, and
of Eastern ideas to the West, were the Jesuit missionaries who accompanied
the Portuguese. In Beijing they sought to present Christianity as a faith
complementary to Confucianism rather than in conflict with it. The time was
ripe. As the Ming dynasty decayed, the official neo-Confucian interpretation
of the classics, now closely associated in the minds of some Chinese scholars
with increasingly despotic rule, began again to be questioned. The Jesuits
had an opportunity to participate in the reinterpretation. Their teaching also
revived China’s flagging interest in technology. Jesuit scientists introduced
European astronomical observation, the latest mathematics, records of Euro-
pean mechanical devices as well as theoretical mechanics, mining technology,
the latest European medical knowledge, cartography, and last but not least,
Western cannon and the methods of its manufacture and use. For China the
potentialities of this new knowledge were great. The importance attached by
the Chinese Court to the maintenance of an accurate calendar and the proof
of the superiority of Western methods of astronomical calculation gave
the Western missionaries a commanding place in astronomy in China. The
introduction of the new mathematics brought to an end China’s neglect of
her own distinguished mathematical tradition, and proved fruitful. European
cannon, imported or made in China to Western specifications, played a part
in Ming resistance to the Manchu invaders. Some of the concepts of European
mechanics passed into the Chinese language. The greatest long-term potential,
however, lay less in particular subjects than in the new scientific methodology
implied in them. Chinese science, unsurpassed in meticulous observation, was
weak in the capacity to rationalize the knowledge gained. Western science
could have complemented China’s own tradition.

The cultural flow was by no means all from West to East. Indeed, Chinese
influence on European taste was sufficiently pervasive for Europeans today
to forget—so thoroughly was much of this influence assimilated—how much
of Europe’s cultural environment is Chinese in origin. However, the full extent
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of Chinese cultural influence is difficult to trace: while Western influence in
China was channelled through a handful of individual missionaries who kept
a record of what they did, Chinese influence came into Europe mainly in the
baggage of anonymous merchants. Images of China also played a con-
siderable part in the phase of European self-criticism which was induced by
the widening of European horizons. Along with magnanimous Turks and
philosophical Persians, the Chinese as exemplars of the world’s greatest
enlightened despotism played an important role in transforming Europe’s
self-image.

Similar cultural exchanges were taking place between the West and Japan,
where the response was characteristically much more enthusiastic. Had these
exchanges between East and West continued it is possible that the processes
of industrialization and modernization, which in the event took place in
Europe alone, might have been more general, and the world’s subsequent
history very different. But contacts were broken off when both China and
Japan chose isolation as the best means of combating what was believed to
be the subversive influence of Christianity. Both China and Japan brought
Christian missionary activity to an end, and each confined maritime foreign
trade to a single port, Canton in the case of China, Nagasaki in the case of
Japan. Fruitful mutual contact between East and West was rendered all but
impossible.

Until almost the end of the eighteenth century, trade, restricted though it
was, went relatively smoothly. On the British side, the East India Company
enjoyed in China as in India a monopoly of commerce, granted by par-
liamentary charter renewed at intervals. On the Chinese side, the Canton
authorities limited trade with the foreign merchants to a group of Chinese
merchant houses, the Hongs, nominally thirteen in number. The system was
one which, although it had its irritations, also had its comforts and amenities
for both sides. Personal relations between the East India Company’s super-
cargoes and the Hong merchants were warm and friendly.

At the end of the century circumstances changed. The Canton system of
trade came under pressures which were eventually to break it up. The
Company still laboured under the difficulty of providing silver in Canton to
buy Chinese tea and silk. The Chinese market for British products was very
restricted. Some woollen and cotton cloth was sold, but little else. The balance
of trade between Britain and China was massively in China’s favour. This
was eventually redressed by imports of Indian goods, and it was from this
form of the ‘country’ (intra-Asian) trade that the new, destructive pressures
were to arise.

The decisive event, however, took place in Westminster. Defeat in the
American War of Independence had badly prejudiced British overseas trade.
Pitt passed in 1784 the Commutation Act which reduced British import duties
on Chinese tea from an average of 110 per cent to an average of 10 per cent.
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He hoped that with tea thus reduced in price, consumption would so rise as
to bring even from this far lower rate of taxation a greater revenue, and also
that with duties so low the smuggling of tea into the British Isles would no
longer be profitable, and the main incentive which took continental ships to
China—the profits of tea destined to be smuggled into Britain—would be
destroyed. He was right. Non-British European trade with China all but
ceased, while tea, which hitherto had been a luxury of upper-class boudoirs,
rapidly became Britain’s national drink.

The problem was how to find silver for such massively increased purchases.
Efforts to promote the sale of British manufactures in China were unsuc-
cessful. It was in India that the solution was found, in rapidly increasing sales
of Indian products to China. For a time, Indian raw cotton was sold in China
in growing quantities, but for unknown reasons these imports dwindled quite
abruptly. Indigo was also a significant earner of Chinese silver, but its
replacement by synthetic Prussian blue brought the indigo business to a
disastrous end. Cotton and indigo were then replaced by imports of opium.

British participation in this traffic in a dangerous narcotic, and the fact that
the war subsequently fought with China appeared to have been undertaken in
defence of it, produced highly emotional reactions at the time and has
continued to produce them ever since. The conclusion of Chinese nationalists,
and of many others, is that the British must have been a singularly unscrupu-
lous lot. However, a closer look at the facts shows how the British, though
mspired by no exceptional greed or ruthlessness, found themselves in the
position of making war on China, apparently for a cause which disgusted
even those most ready to support hostilities.

Opium had been used in China since the ninth century at the latest. It was
accepted there, as elsewhere, as the only effective pain-killer known before
the age of modern synthetic drugs. As elsewhere, it was also used to alleviate
the symptoms of various diseases, including dysentery. In Europe as in China
the medical science of the time could not have been practised without opium.
Its import into Britain was legal; about five or six tons a year were imported
in the early nineteenth century. Occasional cases of addiction occurred among
those who took heavy doses over a long period to relieve chronic pain (as
was believed to have been the case with Coleridge), but there was no general
awareness of its dangers.

The British in India knew a little more but not much. There, opium in a
very diluted form was commonly drunk as a stimulant, with no visible harm
to the consumers; the toughest Indian troops in British service drank opium
habitually without impairing their efficiency. At the same time enough
damage was done in India by opium (if only among those richer and more
at leisure than Bengali sepoys) to alert the Company to some extent to the
dangers. Warren Hastings regarded it as ‘a pernicious article of luxury’, the
consumption of which, in India, should be limited. In general, however,
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in India as in Britain, policy equated opium with alcoholic spirits, whose
consumption should be regulated but not prohibited.

In China, when addiction to opium had become sufficiently serious to
attract the attention of the imperial government in the early eighteenth
century, its consumption and sale were made illegal in 1729, and its import
in 1796. The Company’s direct association with the drug began when in 1773
it inherited the Bengal Opium Monopoly, and found that China offered a
market. The amount sold in China was small, and compatible with the
use of the drug solely for medical purposes. The rapid growth of Chinese
consumption, as measured by the growth of imports—the quantity of opium
grown in China itself is not known, but probably it was always greater than
that imported—began only in the last quarter of the eighteenth century. In
1767 China was importing about 1,000 chests, each containing about 140 lb.
of opium. This was in total about 60 tons, and far less per capita than
contemporary British imports of the drug for medical purposes. By 1799
China’s imports had risen to 4,000 chests, a ievel at which it remained until
1830, when it doubled. By 1836 it was 30,000.

At the time it was not clear why widespread addiction occurred, although
the answer was simple: in China opium was smoked, a form of consumption
almost unknown elsewhere. The opium was mixed with tobacco. The morphia
content of the mixture was low; but it was fatally easy to move on to smoking
unadulterated opium with a morphia content of almost 10 per cent. It was a
habit entirely outside the experience of the British, either at home or in India.

Until the early years of the nineteenth century the Company’s policy was
one of limited production with a high profit margin. Had it been possible to
maintain this policy Chinese hostility might have been avoided. The threat
to its maintenance came from western India, outside Company territory.
There, private growers began to compete in shipping opium to China. The
attempts of the Company in India to stamp this out led to corruption and
tyranny so vicious as to threaten British influence among the Rajput princes,
and in the end the growing of opium in the Malwa area had to be accepted.
The Company was consequently forced into a price war, in the course of
which opium ceased to be an expensive commodity. Mass consumption in
China became possible.

It was only when the Chinese Government in 1821 had begun to react by
attempting to put its anti-opium legislation into force for the first time that
the degree of Britain’s dependence on the drug trade became clear. This was
one year before De Quincey published his Confessions of an English Opium
Eater, which for the first time brought the use of opium as a narcotic to the
attention of the British public. One-seventh of the East India Company’s
revenues in India came from opium, and it was the only elastic revenue
available. About one-twelfth of British revenues at home came from import
taxes on tea, which could be bought at a profit only if silver could be earned
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by the sale of opium. These were difficult problems enough, but much more
important was the fact that Indian remittances to Britain, amounting to some
£4 million a year, were (in exchange terms) paid out of silver earned in China
from the sale of opium; therefore India’s ability to absorb British exports
depended on the flow of funds from China. The East India Company’s
exchequer at Canton, receiving 18 million Mexican dollars a year from opium
sales, was the hub of British commerce in the East.

The whole appalling situation was revealed quite suddenly. Until 1821 no
attempt whatsoever had been made by the Chinese authorities to implement
or even to advertise the law. The Company had never been approached on
the question by the Chinese Government. Another attempt was made in 1829.
Soon after, the British Government and the public were first made fully aware
of the extraordinary commercial and financial ramifications of the opium
traffic in the course of the debates which preceded the abolition of the
Company’s monopoly of trade with China. Alarm was lulled, however, by
the confident expectation in the mid thirties that China would legalize the
import of opium in order to control it. The crisis in Canton then followed
immediately, when the Emperor rejected legalization. It caught the British
and Indian governments unprepared.

The devious process by which opium got to the Chinese consumer was
such as to confuse the question of moral responsibility for the trade. The
Company in India encouraged the cultivation of the poppy and sold the
refined opium at auction; thereafter it took no part in the trade. The opium
was bought by private merchants, some British and some Parsee, and shipped
to China on their account. It was consigned to commission agents in Canton;
thus most of the opium did not belong to those who carried through the
transaction in China. It was transferred at sea, where British jurisdiction did
not apply and Chinese jurisdiction could not be enforced. It was taken ashore
by Chinese boats crewed not by Cantonese but by Tanka, ‘boat people’,
outcasts who lived by fishing, smuggling and piracy. Inland, the opium was
distributed under the protection of members of anti-Manchu secret societies,
such as the Triads. The Chinese opium merchants were usually financed by
the great Shanxi banks, whose ability to act as the bankers of the Chinese
Government came largely from the profits of the opium trade. On its way to
shore, the drug paid ‘squeeze’ to the revenue authorities with the regularity
of a tax. Much of this went into the coffers of the ‘Hoppo’, the controller of
the Canton customs, and assisted him in fulfilling his extra-legal responsibility
to supply the best part of a million dollars annually to the Emperor’s private
purse; thus even the Emperor himself participated in the profits of the
trade.

After the Bengal-Malwa price war of the 1820s, when the price of opium
plummeted in China, the moral consequences which ensued need no
comment; but it was the apparent economic rather than the moral con-
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sequences which impelled the Chinese to urgent action. Chinese currency
consisted of silver and copper. Silver was the unit of account; coinage was of
copper. The relative value therefore of silver and copper was extremely
important: instability in this relationship could have disastrous consequences,
especially for the ordinary people who made payments in copper coins of
obligations fixed in silver. In the first decades of the nineteenth century, the
value of silver began to rise rapidly in China. A censor, drawing attention to
this, attributed it wholly to the drain of silver to pay for opium.

In fact there were better reasons for the scarcity of silver. The issue of
copper coinage in China had increased out of all proportion to the increase
in silver. In the late seventeenth century, the average number of copper coins
minted annually was of the order of two to three hundred million; by the early
nineteenth century this had increased eightfold. Such a profligate increase in
the copper currency was enough in itself to account for the soaring value of
silver in relation to copper; but in addition the new coins were increasingly
debased until their average weight was reduced by half; again this alone could
account for the whole rise. As silver rose in value it was hoarded, both by
private individuals and by government offices. It is in fact surprising that the
relative value of silver rose between 1750 and 1838 by only about 50 per cent.

The opium trade did not create this situation, but it exacerbated it. Hitherto
the foreign trade had resulted in a steady increase in China’s stocks of silver.
Now this flow ceased, and it appeared as if China was exporting silver, in
payment mainly for opium, at a rate of $18 million a year. In fact this was
not so; the Chinese were unaware that of that sum about 75 per cent did not
leave the country at all. Paid into the East India Company’s exchequer at
Canton by the opium traders in return for bills of exchange on Calcutta or
London, it was used to buy tea and silk.

The British were only dimly aware of this mounting alarm in Chinese
governing circles. Their attention was on quite other problems at Canton. As
long as all trade was conducted by the East India Company itself, either on
the Company’s account or by its servants and licensees as a privilege strictly
limited, the situation was controllable. Now this began to change. The growth
in the ‘country’ trade brought to Canton an increasing number of traders
who resented the limitations which the Company imposed on their activities.
By far the most important of these was their exclusion from the trade in tea,
silk and other staple commodities. The private traders showed considerable
ingenuity in evading control; they turned up at Canton as Prussian consul,
or in possession of a privateer’s licence from the Swedish government, and
by such pretexts were able to join fully in trade and to erode the East India
Company’s monopoly. This monopoly was by now becoming unpopular in
Britain as free-trade sentiment grew. In 1810 the Company’s monopoly of
trade in India had come to an end; it was impossible then to maintain the
monopoly strictly at Canton.
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The situation was novel in three distinct ways. First, the British Govern-
ment had, inevitably, to take the place of the Company in protecting British
citizens, and in doing so the Government would inevitably be guided not
by commercial expediency, as the Company had been. but by the normal
conventions of international law. Second, the Company had been able,
though with increasing difficulty as the ‘country’ trade grew, to discipline the
members of the British community; with the Company gone, law-breakers
would have to be judged and punished by some form of British court, unless
they were to be left to the tender mercies of China’s antiquated and thoroughly
corrupt judicial system, an alternative which was morally intolerable. The
problems of jurisdiction, which had caused many alarms in the Company’s
time but had never in fact led to any worse event than a temporary stoppage
of trade, now demanded urgent solution. Third, the new class of British
manufacturers created by the Industrial revolution, entertaining hopes of
increased overseas markets for their products, were not likely to be content
merely with the abolition of the Company’s monopoly, and were bound to
use the utmost pressure to release trade from the severe restrictions put upon
it by the Chinese Government. The exchange problem lent force to this
demand. If the opium trade were to be abolished, British purchase of Chinese
goods would be profitable only if substitute imports could be found; the
obvious substitute was British manufactures, but the prospect of securing a
sufficient sale of these—enough to earn Mexican $15,000,000 as against the
Mexican $1,250,000 or so then earned—by means of trade at a single port
seemed remote. The possibility of at least reopening ports at which trade had
formerly been permitted to Europeans thus became involved with the question
of the opium trade.

Although the replacement of the Company by private traders exacerbated
the problems of Sino-British relations, none of these problems was new. Yet
the Canton system of trade, as it was when the Company’s monopoly lapsed
in 1833, had grown up largely in the preceding half century, and the worst
irritants were the most recent. The British felt that they were gradually being
deprived of rights which they had formerly enjoyed. During the first half of
the eighteenth century the charges on trade were steadily increased, the
limitation of trade in staple products to a small number of Chinese ‘security’
merchants was imposed, the last trade at ports other than Canton was
squeezed out by prohibitive charges and government controls, and direct
access by foreigners to imperial officials was forbidden. The systematic con-
firmation of these restrictions by decree, and their tightening up, was in fact
a consequence of the attempts of the East India Company to appeal against
them. In 1753 the Company petitioned the Chinese authorities, asking that
the system of security merchants should be abolished, that there should be free
access to Chinese officials, that the ‘linguists’ (interpreters) and ‘compradors’
(brokers) who were the essential intermediaries in carrying on business at
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Canton should not have to bribe the officials, and that the posting of anti-
foreign placards should be banned. The Company struck trade in support of
their demands, and as a result were received by the Canton Governor-
General. Their triumph was short-lived, however; in 1755 a series of decrees
spelled out, in a stricter form than ever, the details of the Canton system.
The security merchant system was reaffirmed, and it was further stipulated
that only Hong merchants could act in this capacity; other Chinese merchants,
if they wanted to trade with foreigners, could do so only under the aegis of
a Hong merchant, and only in mutual surety groups of five. The Hong
merchants were made responsible for any crimes committed by foreign super-
cargoes and captains, while the captains were to be held responsible for
crimes committed by any of their crew. No ship could be unloaded without
the permission of a Hong merchant, who was then held responsible for the
payment of all tariffs and harbour dues. Trade at ports other than Canton
was now formally forbidden.

To these rules of trade were added severe restrictions on the residence and
movement of foreigners. They were allowed to come to Canton only during
the trading season. While there they were confined to an island on the
outskirts of the city, in their ‘factories’, and could exercise only on the island
itself, a place so small that one could walk its circumference in ten minutes.
No wives or families were permitted.

Such restrictions suggest that the British traders in China led a grim,
confined, and frustrated life. This was not entirely true. The factories were
comfortable. Living was luxurious. Profits on trade for the Company, for
individual Company servants, and for private traders were high enough to
ensure the prospect of a comfortable early retirement at home—dysentery
was a far greater threat to this prospect than any Chinese decrees. The system,
well oiled by corruption, worked so smoothly that all the witnesses before
the House of Commons Select Committee on Commerce with China (1830)
agreed that ‘business could be dispatched with greater ease and facility at
Canton than anywhere else in the world’. Hunter, an American merchant,
wrote of the Hongs: ‘As a body of merchants we found them able and reliable
in their dealings, faithful to their contracts, and large-minded. The monopoly
they enjoyed could not have been in the hands of a more able, liberal or
genial class of men.” Their monopoly was in any case increasingly evaded.
The Hongs (especially those who were financially weak) sold their name to
private traders. Smuggling was widespread; not only was opium illegally
imported in large quantities, but also saltpetre and salt. Silver was smuggled
out, the restriction on the export of silk was a dead letter, and tutenag was
also exported illegally. The limitation of trade to Canton was evaded by
trading voyages up the coast. Just as the law forbidding Chinese participation
in maritime trade had broken down, and just as paternalistic controls of
manufacturing had been waived, so the attempts of the Chinese Government
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to maintain severe restrictions on commercial relations between Chinese
subjects and foreigners were now equally threatened.

It was not in the interests of the new private foreign traders at Canton,
however, to point to the advantages of the system. Their ambition was to
secure complete freedom of trade, and the nature of the Canton system
provided them with just those arguments which would work most powerfully
on the trading classes at home. As long as the East India Company was active
and itself an object of attack by the private traders, its members provided a
truer picture of conditions in China, but after 1833 its counter-arguments
were heard no more. When the British Government felt compelled to attempt
to open up official relations with China after the end of the monopoly, it did
so under public pressure to secure an end to all the restrictions of the Canton
system.

There were three matters with which the British Government had to
concern itself immediately. One sprang from the recent decay of the Hong
system itself; most of the Hong merchants found themselves unable to finance
expanding foreign trade. Another sprang from the disappearance of the
Company with its power to discipline its servants and licensees. And a third
sprang from the very fact of official British involvement with the Chinese
authorities and the difficulty of accepting Chinese conventions of com-
munication which denied equal status to representatives of the British Crown.

The problem of debts owed to foreigners by the Hong merchants was one
which went back well into the eighteenth century. By 1770 only four out of
the thirteen Hong houses could be considered solvent. The foreign trading
community insisted that these debts were due to the ‘vanity and extravagance’
of the Chinese merchants, and also to official squeeze. The first explanation
is contradicted by ample evidence that most Hong merchants were careful,
competent and honest, and the second by the fact that official exactions,
though large in absolute amount, were quite marginal to the value of
commerce. The true explanation lies simply in the fact that China’s economy,
being only partly monetized, was unable to finance the trade. It had to be
largely financed by the foreigners; but this process proved ruinous to the
weaker Chinese firms. Interest rates in China were very high as compared
with those in Europe; once in debt at such rates, it was difficult to get out.
And once in debt to a British firm, the Hong merchant found himself in a
poor bargaining position, forced not only to sell his goods at a low price
but—a worse fate—forced to buy British cotton piece-goods for which there
was only a very poor market.

In 1760 the Chinese Government had made it illegal for Chinese to borrow
from foreigners. The law remained a dead letter as far as the incurring of debt
was concerned but sprang instantly to life when British creditors appealed to
the Chinese Government for redress, claiming that when a merchant went
bankrupt his Chinese creditors were paid first and the foreign creditors
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never. The British were successful in bringing the matter before the Beijing
government itself. The response was reasonable. Beijing, while refusing to
take action on any debts incurred since the decree of 1760, and refusing to
recognize interest amounting to more than the principal (this was Chinese
law), at the same time instituted an insurance scheme by which the Hongs,
who paid a small percentage of the value of their turnover into a common
fund (the Consoo fund), could settle bad debts out of this fund. Beijing also
provided a generous arrangement for repayment of principal plus 100 per
cent interest over a number of years.

The Problem of Jurisdiction

The debt question was only a part of the wider problem of jurisdiction on
the China coast. It was in questions of criminal jurisdiction, however, that
the real problem lay. Chinese governments traditionally left foreign com-
munities on Chinese soil to deal with crimes which occurred among
themselves, and to keep the peace in their own way: but at the same time the
authorities maintained the right to intervene in serious cases. To the man-
darins, this measure of extraterritorial jurisdiction given to foreign com-
munities was merely informal and expedient and in no sense represented a
surrender of China’s sovereign rights. To the foreigners, however, Chinese
behaviour in this respect seemed inconsistent and dangerously unpredictable.

The reluctance of foreigners to be subjected to Chinese law and procedure
was partly due to the appalling state of Chinese justice at that time, but a
deeper reason to resist was the Chinese use of institutions of mutual surety,
which made the group to which an individual belonged responsible for his
crime if he himself were not delivered to justice. This was applied in the
normal way to the foreign community, whose chiefs—supercargoes and ships’
captains—could thus be held responsible for crimes committed by those
under their authority. This was in fact the condition upon which the Chinese
were willing to extend a degree of extraterritorial jurisdiction to the foreigners.
Such an attitude ran completely counter to Western concepts of justice. Half
a dozen scandalous cases after 1780 illustrated the difficulties and stiffened
foreign resistance to Chinese jurisdiction.

The other side of the problem was that, with the East India Company’s
ability to control the behaviour of British subjects gone, offenders would
either have to be left to China’s disreputable police force (as disreputable
among Chinese as among foreigners) or submitted to some sort of British
jurisdiction. This was no merely theoretical problem. The Europeans who
found their way to Canton were not always the best representatives of
Christian civilization. Many were adventurers out to make a quick fortune
before the health hazards of South China should deliver them untimely into
the British cemetery at Macao. Unscrupulous, violent, and openly con-
temptuous of the Chinese population, their behaviour led to increasing
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Chinese hostility. The British Government was well aware of this behaviour.
In 1830 a Bill to provide for a British magistracy in Chinese waters passed
the Commons, but it was thrown out of the Lords on the grounds that
the extension of jurisdiction to the high seas was unconstitutional. The
consequence of this judgement was obvious: if there was to be a British
magistrate to control the unruly British in China, then there would have to
be some British territory there on which he could operate. The subsequent
annexation of Hong Kong stemmed partly from this.

The assumption behind such reasoning, of course, was that the problem
would probably in the end have to be solved by some unilateral British
action; the prospect of any normal form of communication between the two
governments, through which a negotiated solution to this and other problems
might be found, was remote.

On the question of communications, there have been two extreme opinions
regarding the Chinese attitude. One is that China’s refusal to permit direct
communication represented an intolerable degree of Chinese arrogance and
conceit, and a determination to keep foreigners in China from any means of
protecting their interests. The other opinion is that it was not the Chinese
who showed conceit and arrogance in the matter but the British, who sought
to force the Chinese to accept a system of international relations in which
they had neither interest nor concern. The truth is as usual more complex.

China’s concept of international relations was derived from her geo-
graphical position. Until the age of oceanic trade China’s long coastline was
almost a closed frontier. On her inner frontiers the borders of China proper
were almost as sharply marked as the sea from the shore, by the line between
the wilderness and the sown. Within, the Chinese peasant had pushed his
intensive cultivation to the margin of possibility; beyond that margin were
the forest hunters of the north, the steppe nomads of the north-west, the
peoples of the high Himalayas, and the aborigines of the tropical mountain
valleys between China and the Indo-Chinese lands. To the north, the Great
Wall symbolized this division between settled Chinese farming on the one
hand and a shifting life of hunting, herding, or slash-and-burn cultivation on
the other. Chinese territorial government with its bureaucratic administration
was applied to the one; with the rest. relations were personal and quasi-
feudal. They were also precarious and unstable: today’s client tribe was
tomorrow’s invading horde. The steppe nomads were the greatest threat.
China had one great advantage, however: being by most standards incompar-
ably more civilized than her neighbours, she could usually keep them in awe.

This moral authority was maintained by persuading Chinese and non-
Chinese alike that China was the sole centre of civilization, that the Emperor
was in principle the universal monarch, and that rebellion against him was
against morality itself. The ritual expression of this idea (a useful idea which
has occurred to rulers elsewhere from time to time) was the tribute system.
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At stipulated intervals of years, each of her neighbours acknowledged China’s
supreme authority by sending to Beijing a mission bearing tribute. It usually
went home loaded with more gifts than it had brought; for generous imperial
patronage, demonstrating China’s inexhaustible riches, was an essential part
of the system. So too was Chinese help in times of disaster, and Chinese
mediation in such matters as disputed succession.

It was a logical inference from such an ideology that no country except the
Chinese Empire could rightly be said to have ‘officials’, who were by definition
the appointees and delegates of the Chinese Emperor, the only source of
civilized power. Other peoples had military leaders, tribal chiefs, or headmen,
but not officials.

The ideology, though derived from the problem of the subjugation and
control of non-Chinese peoples (both within and without the frontiers of
China proper), was equally important as a means of maintaining authority
over the Chinese themselves. This claim to moral supremacy was the legit-
imation of Chinese government. When, therefore, the British demanded that
Chinese officials should acknowledge the representatives of the British Crown
as equals, and as representing an equal sovereign state, they were not dealing
with mere protocol but were launching a dangerous attack on the whole
fabric of political loyalty in China.

In the Company’s time the issue had not arisen. As the representative of
a private trading firm the chief supercargo could not aspire to be treated
differently from China’s own private citizens; any communication with
officialdom must be in the form of a petition, and any approach made to the
authorities must be through the spokesman for one’s mutual surety group,
in this case the Hongs. The Company did not set its sights high; it sought the
right of direct communication with the Hoppo (the representative of the
Board of Revenue who farmed the customs, and who was not in fact even a
gazetted official) and a right of appeal from the Hoppo to the Governor-
General. It did not raise objections to the petition form of address. The
situation was in any case eased by the characteristically pragmatic attitude
taken by the Canton authorities. Although normally neither the Hoppo
nor the Governor-General would communicate directly with the foreigners,
in a crisis they did so: between 1731 and 1816 the supercargoes visited the
Governor-General on seven occasions. In 1760 the Company even won an
undertaking from the Governor-General that its representatives would have
direct access to the Hoppo and an appeal to him; but this was not consistently
honoured.

It was the introduction of official British representatives which created a
crisis. The Chinese were less prepared to show inconsistency where the issue
concerned persons making a firm claim to official status, while the British
Government was not inclined to let its point go, as the Company had so
often done, simply in order to prevent a breakdown of trade.
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The British Government did not, however, react to the situation with
uncompromising jingoism. It is true that the British were familiar enough
with other Asian monarchies whose arbitrary government was rationalized
in extravagant pretensions and supported by demeaning rituals very like the
Chinese kowtow; they had therefore scant sympathy with Beijing. At the
same time, successive British governments gave full consideration to the
policy alternatives: either to force the Chinese to accept international practice
so that the British Government could play its normal role of protecting
British subjects and British interests, or to ignore questions of protocol,
communicate with the Chinese on Chinese terms, and hope that expanding
trade and its increasing mutual benefits would eventually induce the Canton
authorities and Beijing to accept some workable modus vivendi. Although the
Duke of Wellington might incline to the latter, and Palmerston to the former,
neither was wholly committed to his view. It was events rather than opinions
which determined the eventual choice; and, as we shall see, even when China
was prostrate before British arms in 1843, it was a modus vivendi which the
British sought in the Treaty of Nanjing, rather than full Chinese submission
to international practice.

Behind the formulation of British policy in China lay the belief that the
situation in Canton had much in common with the circumstances in Bengal
two generations before, in which Britain had been drawn into governing
India. There was indeed one fixed point of agreement among all concerned
with British relations in the Far East: China must not become another India.
One eastern empire was enough. British trade in Bengal had been based on
privileges given to the East India Company by decrees of the Mogul emperors;
when Mogul power waned, local Indian rulers had proved reluctant to
continue honouring these decrees. Eventually the Company, after innumer-
able futile protests, had taken into its own hands the administration of the
Bengal treasury to ensure that British rights were honoured. Some elements
at least of the Chinese situation seemed similar. Privileges formerly enjoyed
had been withdrawn. Others were extended or withheld in an unpredictable
way. It could be argued that these grievances originated with the provincial
authorities in Canton and did not represent the will of the Emperor. It was
also clear that the Chinese Empire was becoming feeble. In these circum-
stances, a repetition of the history of Bengal seemed alarmingly possible. If
necessary, steps must be taken to ensure that British grievances were redressed
by the Chinese Government before the situation became such that they could
only be redressed by the imposition of British control. The analogy was,
however, superficial. The late eighteenth-century Delhi emperors had no
control over their satraps in Bengal and elsewhere, whereas the Beijing
government was in full control of the local administration at Canton and in
full agreement with its policy; most of the restrictions of which the British
complained had in fact been confirmed by imperial decree. Yet the war with
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China which British governments were beginning to think possible would be
in the nature of an armed demonstration that would bring the attention of
Beijing to British grievances, secure their redress, and, by opening up normal
communication, ensure that in future there would be no similar accumulation
of combustibles. 1

The British records make it clear that whatever wider hopes the British
business classes might entertain, the attention of the Government was fixed
essentially on existing grievances. British governments were not concerned
to force China to change her system of controlling commerce (though they
were ready to try to persuade her), but simply to ensure that the existing
system was made predictable and tolerable.

The first step taken to institute formal relations between British and Chinese
governments was, ironically, taken at the suggestion of the Chinese. The
Canton Governor-General, Lu Kun, aware that the East India Company’s
monopoly was coming to an end in 1833, expressed the hope that the British
would appoint someone to replace the Company’s chief supercargo in repres-
enting the British merchants. This request, coming after the entire failure
of two British embassies sent to Beijing, seemed to be the breakthrough
for which the British had waited. A mission under Lord Napier was sent.
It set out with great hopes, and ended in frustration, anger, and the threat
of war.

The mission was misconceived from the beginning. Lu Kun had certainly
expressed the hope that the chief supercargo of the East India Company
would be replaced by some sort of general manager of British commerce.
What he got instead was an ambassador. Worse, although Napier’s instruc-
tions were those appropriate to an embassy, he was not given a title which
indicated this to the Chinese. He was, in fact, merely called ‘Superintendent
of Trade’. The Chinese were left in doubt as to whether the actions which he
took against the precedents followed by the former chief supercargo of the
Company represented the will of his government or his own pretensions.
Nor was Napier’s own conduct such as to mollify the suspicious Canton
authorities. His instructions had been so framed as to occasion to these
authorities the least possible offence. He was to exercise control over British
subjects in the Canton River, assist them in their lawful pursuits, and enjoin
them to conform to the laws of the Chinese Empire ‘so long as these were
fairly and equally administered’. He was to investigate the state of trade and
the possibility of its extension to other parts of China and Japan, but was
not to prejudice existing trade by the attempt. Although it was affirmed that
‘the establishment of direct communication with the Imperial court at Peking
would be desirable’, Napier was not expected to pursue this; on the contrary,
he was enjoined not to enter negotiations except when some extraordinary
matter arose, and then only after reference home. He was to use no menacing
language, to avoid appeals to the Navy, and to allow no British warship to
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pass the narrows of the Canton River at the Bogue (the Bocca Tigris or
Tiger’s Mouth). He was, in fact, to arrive with as little fuss as possible and
to confine himself to duties which were less than those of a consul, until in
the fullness of time he might approach the Chinese on the wider issues to
which his instructions referred. Perhaps the British Government should have
anticipated that a proud, irascible Scottish peer, a veteran of Trafalgar, with
naval ships at his command, would find this situation frustrating.

The Governor-General’s response to Napier’s arrival was reasonable. He
had asked for, and expected, a senior merchant who could represent his
fellow merchants. For the British to send a representative of the government
was completely new; the Governor-General therefore very properly advised
the Court that the admission of such a representative should have been
negotiated, and that the purpose of his presence and the duties of his office
should have been made known beforehand. He wanted credentials to forward
to Beijing but Napier had none; he had asked for these, but Palmerston
thought them unnecessary.

The Governor-General resolved that Napier would be treated as if he were
simply the successor to the Company’s chief supercargo until he could show
that he was something more. In practice this meant that on his arrival in
Chinese waters he would go to Macao, from there petition the Canton
authorities for permission to come up river, and wait for his passport. Napier,
however, having eluded the Chinese officials sent to intercept him, came
straight to Canton and ‘announced his arrival’ in a letter which did not
employ the petition form of address. The letter was returned to him. Charac-
teristically, once Napier had arrived in Canton the Chinese authorities did
not altogether adhere to their own rules. He was permitted to stay. Although
he should have communicated through the Hongs, in fact an interview was
arranged for him at which officials of Canton city were present. The next act
in the drama, however, was farce. A second interview was arranged with the
officials, but it broke down in a tussle over the arrangement of the chairs, an
arrangement which would have put Napier in a position inferior to that of
the Chinese officials.

By this time Napier was no longer able to maintain the pacific attitude
that his instructions ordered. He referred to the Governor-General as a
‘presumptuous savage’; he informed the British Government that trade could
be extended in China by force ‘with a facility unknown even in the capture
of a paltry West Indian island’; and he wrote that the first objective of the
Government ‘should be to get a settlement on the same terms that every
Chinaman, Pagan, Turk or Christian sits down in England’. It was the first
time, but not the last, that a move to improve relations with China, begun
in a spirit of forbearance and tolerance, ended in furious threats. Napier
ordered up the frigates. The Chinese blockaded the factories. Only Napier’s
sudden illness and death prevented hostilities.
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The rest of the mission remained in Chinese waters, but its influence was
negligible. Wellington had succeeded Palmerston, and blamed Napier for
having refused to follow Chinese custom. The new Superintendent, Sir John
Francis Davis, a former Company supercargo and a pioneer sinologist,
reinforced Wellington’s view by arguing that the use of force could not be
justified unless and until an approach had been made to Beijing and had
failed. The Canton authorities avoided dealing with the mission. Even the
Portuguese in Macao refused to recognize it.

In April 1835 Palmerston returned to the Foreign Office. One of the
members of Napier’s mission, Charles Elliot, was a relative of Palmerston’s
friend Lord Minto. He had undertaken a correspondence with the Foreign
Office on China and his ideas had impressed the new Foreign Secretary.
Davis, as his senior, warmly recommended him as a future Superintendent.
With these three advantages Elliot secured the appointment. His proposals
for policy were also conciliatory, but he ended by making war.

Elliot saw no urgency. He believed that trading conditions were acceptable;
indeed he argued that ‘practically speaking, the aggregate of our trade with
China is less burdened than it is in any other country with which we have
commerce to an analogous extent’.

He took the view that Chinese protocol should be accepted until day-to-
day relations had created a modus vivendi. He was of the opinion that the
Chinese had not been averse to the idea of the mission, but that Napier had
thrown the opportunity away by coming without permission to Canton.
Elliot in fact announced his appointment to the Governor-General through
the Hongs in a letter using the petition inscription, and in return received a
courteous reply and an imperial edict granting him permission to come to
Canton. This was too much for Palmerston. He insisted that Elliot should
not use the petition form, and should refuse to correspond via the Hong
merchants.

Yet the situation was not completely deadlocked. It was in the interests of
the Canton authorities to have, in the city, someone to whom the British
merchants would be responsible. When Elliot as instructed by Palmerston
wrote directly to the Governor-General and without the petition inscription,
the first Chinese reaction was certainly to tighten the rules: the Hongs were
now instructed to open and read letters from foreigners, and not merely to
pass them on still sealed. On Elliot’s threatening to leave Canton, however,
the Governor-General relented and agreed to accept letters directly.

Persistent firmness and courtesy from the British might well have succeeded
in securing adequate means of communication. Unfortunately, these first
concessions came too late. The opium crisis had arrived.

The Opium Crisis and War, 1836-1842
The first action against the opium trade had been taken in 1821 by Governor-
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General Ruan Yuan. He ordered the opium ships out of the river; they
moved, but only further down the estuary to Lintin Island, which then became
the centre of distribution of the drug, stored on board ships permanently
anchored there. In 1829 there was another flurry of activity, but this again
soon died down. In the mid-thirties Beijing began to consider the possibility
of bringing the trade under control by legalizing it. The debate was initiated
by a memorial from an official, Xu Naiqi, who had been in office at Canton
and knew what the problems were. Former Canton Governor-General Ruan
Yuan, one of China’s greatest contemporary scholars, was now a grand
councillor at the capital. He too favoured legalization and he was a man
whom no one could suspect of being influenced towards this view either by
venality or by indifference to the moral issue. Xu’s memorial was probably
inspired by Ruan, and it was supported by the influential members of the
Xue-hai Tang, the great academy devoted to practical statesmanship which
Ruan had founded in 1820 in Canton. Ruan Yuan’s successors as Governor-
General, Lu Kun and Deng Tingzhen, both favoured legalization. The essen-
tial argument of the pro-legalization party was that if imports were legalized
and controlled the lawlessness and corruption associated with the drug trade
could be eliminated and the Government would only have to deal with the
addicts. Consumption could then be gradually eliminated.

Many British in Canton who heartily hated the opium trade had reached
the same conclusions. It was only the big opium-runners who were against
legislation, because their dominance of the trade depended on their financial
ability to meet the costs involved in its illegality.

For some months in 1836 legalization seemed certain, and this was known
to the foreigners in Canton; but the opposition rallied. It was led by officials
remote from the scene who had no experience of the difficulties and were
thus in a position to flourish the moral arguments without inhibition. Their
arguments were difficult to gainsay. They pointed to the rapid spread of
moral degradation, to the increasing grip of opium on the official classes.
They pointed to the experience of the 1832 campaign against the Yao abori-
gines, when the soldiers sent against them were so weakened by addiction
to opium that they were unable to fight. They pointed to the supposed drain
of silver. They demanded immediate and drastic action, to save the army and
the economy. The Emperor accepted their arguments, and a systematic
movement to suppress opium began in late 1836.

Vigorous action was begun to put down the internal trade. the opium dens
(which flourished openly) and the smoking habit. The new Governor-General,
Deng Tingzhen, also ordered the foreign opium ships out of the river, but
the merchants evaded this. Superintendent of Trade Elliot was wholly in
sympathy with the Chinese actions, but when he wrote home that he might
be obliged to intervene to stop the trade, Palmerston reminded him that he
had no legal powers, and must ‘neither encourage or protect’ the traders. The
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Governor-General’s measures, however, brought the trade to a standstill.
Opium was unsaleable; even Matheson of the firm of Jardine & Matheson,
the senior opium trader, began to think it possible that this time the Chinese
would bring it to an end.

When news of the campaign reached India and London there was no
disposition to oppose China’s belated enforcement of her old prohibition.
The Government had already stated in Parliament in 1833 that it ‘was as
anxious as anybody’ to get rid of the opium trade, but would need time to
work out some alternative source of revenue. The Governor-General of India,
Auckland, responded to the news from China by assuming that the trade
would end. Palmerston without hesitation acknowledged China’s right to
stop imports and asserted that ‘any losses would have to be suffered by the
parties’ engaged in the trade.

The attempts of the opium merchants to evade the Governor-General’s
measures in 1837 were precisely of the kind to increase the British disposition
to accept the abolition of the traffic. British boats manned by armed lascars
were braving the Chinese anti-opium fleet to run the drug to the very Canton
wharves. Heavily armed clippers, any one of which could have dealt with a
whole fleet of Chinese war junks, were spreading opium up the entire Chinese
coast. Armed clashes took place. Even David Jardine, Matheson’s partner,
was disgusted, and the American opium firm Russell & Co. announced their
withdrawal from the trade in February 1839.

In Canton the three successive British superintendents Davis, Robinson,
and Elliot all detested the trade and would have been delighted to see it
abolished. Elliot left the Governor-General in no doubt that he would send
on to his government any representations made with respect to the opium
trade. Had there been normal communication between the two governments
it is probable that the problem would have been solved; and the Governor-
General was clearly disposed, in order to further the suppress10n of opium,
to relax the barriers to communication.

This was the situation into which Imperial Commissioner Lin Zexu stepped
on 10 March 1839. Lin Zexu was 54 when he arrived at Canton. He was the
son of a family of small means which had nevertheless maintained a tradition
of scholarship. He took the highest (jinshi) degree at the early age of 26 and
joined the Hanlin Academy, the highest distinction in Chinese scholarship.
He was a leading member of the new reform party. An official of varied,
practical and nation-wide experience, in 1837 he was serving as Governor-
General of Hunan and Hubei. There he had carried out measures against
opium with apparent success. His method was to invoke the help of the
people via the local gentry in identifying both the dealers and the consumers,
to execute all convicted of participation in the trade, to give addicts eighteen
months to cure themselves under threat of execution if they failed, and to
employ such medical methods as were known to assist them in overcoming the
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addiction (in Canton he sought the advice of Western medical missionaries).
Hunan and Hubei, however, offered little parallel with Canton, the centre of
the trade and the point of import; it is likely that in these provinces home-
grown rather than imported opium was the problem. Lin Zexu was ill-
prepared by his experience to take action at Canton.

He probably did not intend to invite a direct confrontation with the
foreigners. In his correspondence with his fellow-reformer Gong Zizhen he
expressed agreement with recommendations which Gong had made. One of
these was that it would not be possible to attempt to stop the evil at
its foreign source lest the barbarians and ‘native rebels’ (the anti-Manchu
Triads, involved already in the internal distribution of the drug) should unite.
Once at Canton, however, Lin was drawn into an attack on the foreign
importers.

He was convinced that the foreign opium traders had no countenance from
their governments at home. He assumed, as the letter which he wrote to
Queen Victoria showed, that the import of opium into Britain must be illegal,
asin China. He believed that British shipping was licensed and that the opium
ships were vessels which had evaded licensing. He was unaware of the use of
silver to buy tea, of the exchange problem, or of its political implications. He
assumed that Elliot represented the opium merchants, and would not trust
him as a channel of communication with Britain. In fact, Lin memorialized
the throne only two days after his arrival at Canton that ‘it is common
knowledge that Elliot is not an English official, but a renegade merchant’.

Lin was thus totally unaware that he had an ally in Elliot, who condemned
the opium trade as ‘a traffic which every friend to humanity must deplore’,
who fully appreciated the difficulty the Chinese faced in trying to distinguish
between the legal and the illegal trade and therefore agreed that ‘the Chinese
government had just grounds for harsh measures towards the lawful trade’.
No reply was sent by Lin to Elliot’s assurance, conveyed via the Governor-
General, of ‘his best efforts for fulfilling the reasonable purposes of this
government, whenever they are authentically made known’.

Lin ordered the surrender of the opium stored down-river at Lintin. To
him this was perfectly reasonable: he had already ordered the surrender of
opium in the hands of the Chinese dealers, offering to spare them the death
penalty if they conformed within a time limit. The two cases, however, were
not the same. In the first place most of the opium at Lintin did not belong
to the foreign merchants at Canton, who were agents handling opium which
belonged to merchants in India, and they had no legal right to surrender it.
In the second place Lin did not have the force to seize the opium directly.
Hence he resorted to the confinement of the British community in the
factories.

It is not known at what stage he took this drastic decision. He demanded
that Dent, the senior opium dealer since Jardine had left for home and
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retirement, be handed over to him. This he had a perfect legal right to expect,
but there was no possibility that Elliot would allow Dent to be handed over
to a Chinese court. He was prepared only to accompany Dent to an interview
with Lin. This was not enough. So Lin moved troops into position round the
factories. It was perhaps at this point that the decision was taken to hold
their occupants as hostages for the surrender of the opium.

The British community were besieged in the factories for six weeks. Elliot
was forced to order the surrender of the drug. The British traders complied,
although the Superintendent had no legal power to give such an order. The
surrendered drug was then burned and the ashes thrown into the Pearl River.
By this act Lin Zexu had changed the whole issue as far as the British were
concerned, from the suppression of the opium traffic, a cause with which the
British authorities fully sympathized in spite of the great and ramified interests
which the traffic supported, to the holding of British citizens, including
innocent citizens, as hostages.

The news of Lin Zexu’s confinement of the British community reached
London on 21 September 1839, to be followed shortly by the information
that Elliot had induced the merchants to surrender their opium by promising
that the British Government would compensate them. It was at this point
and in this way that the British public for the first time had the opium trade
brought to their attention. The Times quickly serialized a book on its evils,
put together by a young clergyman, Thilwell, mainly from material in the
Chinese Repository, a journal published in Canton by an American mission-
ary. An anti-opium society was promptly formed, led by Ashley (later Lord
Shaftesbury). The Tory opposition prepared to launch an attack on Mel-
bourne’s administration. On the other side of the question the opium trader
Jardine, arriving home opportunely from Canton, organized a campaign of
pressure on the Government of a kind hitherto quite unknown in British
politics. On his advice the question of the immorality of the opium trade was
avoided in this campaign. The argument was confined to the responsibility
of the Government, which had permitted if not encouraged the Company to
grow opium in India specifically for the Chinese market. The Government
must therefore compensate the merchants. The shame of the imprisonment
of the community in Canton was fully exploited, and the impression given
that the British had been forced to hand over their property out of fear for
their lives. There was no one in Britain who could gainsay this interpretation,
though it was, to say the least of it, exaggerated. The attention of the public
was easily diverted from the confusing question of the immorality of opium
to the manifest immorality of the holding of mostly innocent British citizens
as hostages. As a Canton merchant not connected with the drug trade wrote,
the crisis might have started from opium, but the problem now was how
to restore the legal trade without ‘the most cringing and humiliating
concessions’.
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Britain’s decision to launch the war was made at a Cabinet meeting in
which the question of compensation was the only point at issue. Was the
Government to accept or repudiate Elliot’s undertaking? It would have to
accept it. Could the Government itself pay the compensation? No: Mel-
bourne’s administration had already a deficit, and there was no possibility
that Parliament would accept the imposition of extra taxation for such a
purpose. The Chinese therefore would have to pay for the opium, and for
the expenses of the campaign fought to persuade them of the necessity.

Palmerston’s letter to the Emperor of China put the case simply: he did
not dispute China’s right to forbid the import of opium, nor her right to seize
contraband. The injustice was that the law had been allowed to become a
dead letter, until suddenly without warning it was put into force ‘with the
utmost vigour and severity’.

His case was perhaps a little overstated. Governor-General Ruan Yuan
had tried to put the law into force in 1821. It had been applied more vigorously
in 1829. It was disingenuous to argue that the British had received no warning.
On the other hand, British awareness of the strength of opinion in favour of
legalization in both Canton and Beijing led the traders and the British
Government to discount the warnings. The attack on opium in 1836, con-
tinued by Lin Zexu, was the first campaign they were forced to recognize as
being in earnest. Rightly or wrongly they were indeed taken by surprise.

Meanwhile in the Pearl River the death of a Chinese peasant, Lin Weihi,
in an obscure drunken brawl had brought a further crisis. Lin Zexu demanded
that the culprit be handed over by the British, but no one knew which of a
gang of drunken sailors was guilty. To enforce his demand Lin stopped the
trade and withdrew the Chinese servants from the factories. A repetition of
his imprisonment of the community seemed likely, so the British withdrew.
The Macao authorities, in spite of orders from the Portuguese Government,
would not risk their own safety by offering sanctuary there, so Elliot and the
merchants landed on Hong Kong, where the opium ships which Elliot had
been happy to order out of Lintin became the chief means of defence of the
beleaguered community. These events confirmed the view that some place of
refuge under British control was necessary, while in such a place, on British
territory, a court could be set up which, among its other powers, might have
power to take any necessary steps against opium smuggling.

The expedition which followed was not intended to perpetuate the opium
trade, an aim which could have been secured quite simply by seizing an island
off the Chinese coast and permitting Chinese traders to buy there. Although
in the end an island base was acquired, it was not sought by the British
Government. Hong Kong as a British colony grew by itself and was accepted
by the Government only with great reluctance, and in fact the opium trade
was at first forbidden at Hong Kong when it became a British possession and
a British court was established.
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The question of the drug traffic did not form any part of British demands.
Nor were the British plenipotentiaries instructed to avoid the subject. On the
contrary they were instructed to assure the Chinese negotiators that the
British were not attempting to force the trade on them by war, and to suggest
that legalization was the sensible first step to a solution. .

The basic premise of the operation was that no more force should be used
than was necessary to bring the Chinese Government to accept that British
grievances were justified. It was hoped that a blockade of the Chinese coast
would be enough. Palmerston was confident that if the blockade were
extended north to include the Beihe (the coast off Tianjin) only a hundred
miles from the capital, the Chinese Government would be brought to terms.

Elliot did not agree. He knew that a blockade would be ineffective. It would
be impossible to enforce it on Chinese shipping to South-east Asia without
a degree of ruthlessness which would be counter-productive. It would worry
the government in Beijing very little. His alternative was a short sharp action
in the Pearl River where the original provocation had been given. He had in
mind the destruction of the forts of the Bocca Tigris (the Bogue) an action
which could be carried out within a few hours with a minimum of casualties
and minimal damage to civilian interests.

Palmerston’s orders came. They were for a blockade; so most of the fleet
sailed north, leaving Canton and its fortifications untouched.

Zhoushan (Chusan) Island off Hangzhou Bay was taken as a temporary
base, and for the security of this base Ningbo on the mainland opposite was
also occupied. At Zhoushan the naval commander, in his barrage covering
the landing, used round shot instead of grape or canister, in order to minimize
Chinese casualties. The army commander refused to billet his troops in
Dinghai town in order to avoid creating hostility among the Chinese civilian
population; instead he put them under canvas on a malarial swamp where
fever and dysentery produced a death-rate which would scarcely have been
acceptable in battle. '

Meanwhile the fleet had moved up to the Beihe. The Chinese Court was
forced to consider a change of policy. Lin Zexu’s root-and-branch attack on
the opium trade and his challenge to the foreigners had never commanded
unanimous support. In particular, many Manchus, whose first consideration
was the survival of their control of China rather than the welfare of the
Chinese, had taken a more cautious view. The most powerful statesman
at court, the Manchu Muchanga, was cautious and conciliatory, and the
appearance of the barbarian ships at the Beihe after their triumphs off
Hangzhou Bay restored his influence.

Qishan, the Governor-General of Zhili (now Hebei), off whose territory at
Tianjin the ships lay, was one of those who had been critical of Lin Zexu
although, like Lin, he was of the reform party. He now accepted for trans-
mission to the Court the letter from Palmerston carried by the expedition. In
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this, most misleadingly, Lin’s name had been so closely associated with the
statement of British grievances that the Court gained the impression that the
dismissal of Lin would serve to redress them. Muchanga and his party were
already disposed to blame Lin, and the Emperor was brought round to their
view. Lin had written in triumph, after his confiscation of the opium, that he
had destroyed so much of the capital of the opium traders that they were
unlikely to be able to revive the trade, and that—a fortiori—they would not
have the resources to seek revenge. Yet the opium trade was growing faster
than ever as the clippers followed the men-of-war up the coast, and the ability
of the foreigners to take revenge had been made disastrously plain. Lin
was degraded and exiled. The foreigners were so informed by Qishan. He
persuaded them to remove themselves to a safer distance, by making half-
promises of redress to be negotiated at the source of the trouble in Canton.
He would follow them south, post-haste, to deal with the details.

Elliot was quick to accept his offer. His presence in the north was, he knew,
a bluff which the northern monsoon would call within a few weeks. The ships
could not hang about off the treacherous sandbanks of the river mouth in
winds from that quarter. Nor, if they landed a force, could they follow it up
over the shoals to give it the protection of naval guns. In any case only a
fraction of the troops were fit for combat, thanks to their commander’s folly.
The fleet went south. Governor-General Qishan followed.

Qishan’s success allowed the war party in Beijing to gain the upper hand
once more. The Emperor decided on a war of annihilation. His strategy was
to protract negotiations until the enemy were exhausted, while assembling
the forces necessary to crush them. This was Qishan’s task at Canton.

Elliot played into the hands of the war party. In his concern to minimize
conflict he struck briefly and then withdrew to renew negotiations. He did
this repeatedly, on each occasion enabling Qishan to report a devastating
defeat as a victory. Qishan himself knew better. He was the first high official
(and the first Manchu aristocrat) to see for himself the power of Western
arms; but Elliot’s ‘ill-timed mercies’, as the American missionary S. Wells
Williams called them, enabled Qishan’s rivals to condemn him to Beijing as
pusillanimous if not treacherous.

For five weeks after Qishan’s arrival in the south, Elliot negotiated in vain.
An attack was then made on the outer Bogue forts. The British navy’s first
iron steamer, the Nemesis, drawing only six feet of water, went in beneath
the angle of depression of the Chinese battery’s guns and poured grape and
canister straight through the embrasures. Fifteen hundred troops were landed
to outflank the forts. The Manchu garrison fought gallantly, almost to the
last man. The British did not suffer a single fatality. Elliot withdrew to let
the lesson sink in; but the Emperor was informed of a victory. Qishan, though
he hastened to make an agreement, dared not put his seal on it. So the British
struck again, this time at the inner Bogue forts, and with the same devastating
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results. And again Elliot withdrew and waited, and again the report of a
victory went to Beijing. When this second round of destruction had no effect,
Elliot with reluctance ordered the fleet up-river to Canton. The Nemesis
poked her way ahead through the mud-banks and found a route for the
warships, which debouched into the main channel only five miles from the
city. There again the British held their hand, and only when the Chinese
launched a fire-raft attack (uselessly, on the last of the ebb) did the fleet move
up and hoist the British flag once more over the Canton factories.

When even this had no result, General Gough took the heights round the
city itself; and it was at this point that Elliot’s policy showed its worst dangers.
Gough’s troops were ready to occupy the last obstacle in the way of an attack
on Canton, the Hill of the Five-Storeyed Pagoda, from which there already
fluttered the white flag of surrender, when he received Elliot’s orders to
proceed no further. Gough’s inaction was promptly taken as a sign of
weakness by the gentry of the Canton area, who had organized a popular
militia. In consequence 700 British and Indian troops, caught in a typhoon
downpour, were attacked by about 8,000 Chinese irregulars while their
soaked muskets were useless. Under this harassment they retreated, though
with negligible losses. The next day Gough’s peremptory order to the Canton
authorities to send the irregulars home was obeyed with alacrity, and this
should have been the end of the matter; but then came the news from Elliot
that a peace had been concluded. Gough’s forces moved out down river, and
the spectacle of his going created a myth by which it was believed—eventually
even in Beijing—that the militia could defeat the foreigners. Thereafter, no
official in Canton could attempt to conciliate the British without being
accused of cowardice.

The peace which Elliot had signed at Qunbi (Chunpi) was repudiated by
both governments; Qishan was put in chains for having, at last, told the
Emperor the unpalatable truth and having advised him to accept the con-
sequences. Hong Kongwas the Emperor’s sticking-point: he could not stomach
the surrender of Chinese subjects to barbarian jurisdiction, not even the
handful of fishermen and farmers on Hong Kong island. Palmerston for his
part also completely repudiated the agreement, in one of the most savage
despatches ever directed to a British representative. The indemnity, he
asserted, was ridiculously small, and its payment so spread out that it could
be recouped from taxes on British trade. None of the problems of Sino-
British relations, except for the question of equality in communication, had
been solved. The cession of Hong Kong, which Palmerston had never wanted,
was no substitute for the opening of more ports to trade. Elliot was recalled.

Sir Henry Pottinger replaced Elliot as plenipotentiary, arriving in China
in August 1841. He was a man of a different stamp. He had spent his life in
India, for the most part as a political agent at the courts of Indian princes.
He was prepared to treat the Celestial Court with the same brisk ruthlessness
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with which he had handled the emirs of Sind. He expressed no moral qualms
about opium; he did not readily express moral qualms about anything. He
was a man with no doubts, and he had the power behind him to impose his
certainties.

A new military expedition was launched with the object of proceeding to
the second stage of the original plan, now that the first had failed: the Grand
Canal was to be cut at Nanjing. From the mouth of the Yangzi almost to
Nanjing the British force—the army on the bank, the ships on the river—
experienced virtually no opposition, although for thirty-six days the entire
fleet, strung out along the river and sounding its way from one mud-hole to
the next, was an easy target. At Jinjiang, however, as at all other places where
they had been met, the Manchu bannermen fought with great courage,
disputing every inch of the city streets. To the dismay of the British, when
defeated they killed their wives and children, and then themselves. The
Chinese would never have understood how shocked the British were at such
behaviour, which was quite outside the European code of warfare. The British
did not want to feel responsible, and they did not think they should be held
responsible, for such desperation. They knew too little of the culture into
which they had blundered to realize that the war, which to them was merely
an armed protest with strictly limited objectives, was to their opponents the
defence of civilization.

As the enemy approached Nanjing the Governor-General there frankly
reported to Beijing that the city could not be defended. The Emperor was at
last forced to accept defeat. The imperial clansman Yilibu, exiled after an
accusation that he had shown himself too conciliatory to the foreigners at
Ningbo during the first expedition, now found his ability to please them an
asset. He was ordered to Nanjing.

At Nanjing he joined Qiying, also an imperial clansman. The seriousness
with which the Beijing government now looked at the situation is shown by
the appointment of these two princes of the blood to rescue Nanjing. Qiying
circumspectly delayed making contact with the foreign ships until Jinjiang
had fallen. After that disaster even the Emperor would be unlikely to go back
on his order to make peace. Still with characteristic circumspection, Qiying
sent one of Yilibu’s domestic slaves, Zhang Xi, disguised as a mandarin of
the fifth rank, to sound out the foreigners. Zhang Xi left a diary which, read
along with British reports of his mission, shows that he gradually became
convinced that the foreigners sought only trade not conquest. He reported
this to Qiying, who in turn informed the Court, and in so doing accepted
personal responsibility for the conclusion of a peace treaty based on the
assumption that foreign demands, being essentially commercial, could be
safely conceded. The main initial difficulty was to secure from the Emperor
the acceptance of Pottinger’s demands that the imperial commissioners must
have plenipotentiary powers, and that they must negotiate in person. This
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done, Qiying, Yilibu, and the Nanjing Governor-General boarded the
Cornwallis, where they bowed to the Queen’s picture as an indication of their
willingness to negotiate as equals.

The Treaty of Nanjing

The treaty was concluded with remarkable speed. The respc;nse of the Chinese
negotiators to the various demands of the British shows the relative import-
ance which they attached to the points involved. On the question of the
cession of Hong Kong, they showed (as one would expect) much less alarm
over the prospect of a British presence on an island in the Pearl River, which
might be little different in practice from the presence of the Portuguese in
Macao, than over the idea that Chinese citizens would be put under foreign
rule. In the end the Chinese text of the Treaty of Nanjing left the status of
Hong Kong ambiguous. It was the English version, stipulated to be the
authoritative one, which stated that Hong Kong was to be ceded outright.

The two clauses of the treaty which future Chinese nationalists would come
to regard with the greatest abhorrence, that which gave the British rights of
extraterritoriality and that which made China’s tariffs a matter of treaty right,
were not strongly contested. Some degree of extraterritoriality was, as we
have seen, a part of China’s traditional method of dealing with foreign
communities. As for the tariffs, Pottinger found that the merchants, who had
complained loud and long at the severity of the duties charged, did not know
in fact how much they had paid; the Hong merchants had always settled the
duties for them. The draft tariff proposal put before the Chinese laid down
as bargaining terms a duty of 5 per cent ad valorem. The Chinese accepted
without demur: this figure was actually higher than the average of the existing
official rates. On the other hand, illegal exactions now ceased.

Opium was not mentioned in the treaty, except for the stipulation of an
indemnity, but the Chinese completely compromised their moral stand by
offering to legalize the trade provided the British Government would guaran-
tee the payment of a fixed tax. The British Government, not inclined to turn
tax-farmer for Beijing, naturally refused. The question of the future of the
trade was left unanswered. However, the new Hong Kong administration
was instructed to outlaw the opium trade in Hong Kong, in the expectation
that the officials of the mainland ports would take similar steps; but within
a year it was obvious that the Chinese authorities were taking no action, and
when pressed they declared themselves unable to deal with the problem. It
therefore became pointless to exclude opium from Hong Kong. Had the
Chinese authorities taken the action which their own law demanded and
which the British fully expected, then in co-operation with British consuls
charged under the treaty to assist in the suppression of smuggling, and with
a government in Hong Kong which was not prepared to offer the trade any
sanctuary there, the problem might have been solved. As it was, within a
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decade the Chinese officials on the coast were welcoming the trade, allowing
it to be carried on openly, and raising revenue from it. The British could
thereafter feel that they had been absolved from responsibility—a poor moral
argument but sufficient for the purpose.

The Treaty of Nanjing—the first of the ‘unequal treaties’—is widely
believed to have been an instrument of imperialism. Its details, however,
make such a view difficult to sustain. Its clauses can be divided into three
categories. The first includes the charges made as compensation for British
property seized and destroyed and to cover the cost of the war; these charges
were designed to be a deterrent to any future repetition of Lin’s seizure of
the British community as hostages. They did not bring about any permanent
change in China’s relations with Britain. The second category is concerned
with the redress of the grievances occasioned by the tightening up of the
Canton system in the later eighteenth century, and by the inconsistencies and
uncertainties of its operation; into this category fall those clauses which
specify the abolition of the bankrupt Hong system, the granting of defined
extraterritorial rights, the stipulation in the treaty of the amount of taxes due
on trade, and the rules of communication between British and Chinese
authorities. The third category consists of the only British demands which
went beyond the definition of existing rights—the opening up of other Chinese
ports for trade and the cession of Hong Kong. It could be argued that as
foreigners had formerly traded at these ports, they were to be reopened rather
than newly opened, but whether this interpretation is acceptable or not, the
demand was a very limited one. It applied only to four new southern ports;
it involved no access to any part of China beyond these coastal towns
themselves, except over short distances for recreational purposes; it involved
no right to acquire land and property on Chinese soil, to exploit Chinese
mineral resources, or to manufacture in China. It involved, in fact, the
absolute minimum of tolerable conditions for commerce, on terms which did
not even give the foreign trader direct access to his original suppliers or his
final customers.

As for the cession of Hong Kong, the record of British discussions before
the War shows that the original motive which led to the idea of taking over
an island was to have a territory on which a British magistrate could operate
in order to control British subjects. To this was added, after the threat that
Lin Zexu might lock the British community up for a second time after the
murder of the peasant Lin Weihi, the need for a place of refuge. Outright
cession was not decided upon until late in the course of events, the British
being prepared to consider arrangements by which Chinese residents in Hong
Kong would remain under Chinese jurisdiction, and only in the
end concluding that no such arrangement seemed practical. If territorial
acquisition had been the point, or the establishment of a base from which to
put pressure on China, the British had only to remain on Zhoushan, rather
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than evacuate that excellent position within striking distance of the major
Yangzi cities and settle for a barren rock at the extremity of the country, a
tiny island so unproductive and so unhealthy that even the most optimistic
of men did not foresee its extraordinary future development, which was due
more to the continued and increasing breakdown of public order in China
than to the merits of Hong Kong itself.

The British were in fact uncertain as to the wisdom of annexing Hong
Kong almost until the end. Lord Aberdeen actually ordered Pottinger to
forbid further construction of permanent buildings on the island, on the
grounds that it was not, and would not be, a British possession; but as
Chinese merchants poured in, no orders could prevent the spontaneous
creation of a new Sino-British settlement. The British Government was
presented with a fait accompli.

The notion of the Treaty of Nanjing as the expression of ruthless imperi-
alism arose later when circumstances had changed. By the end of the century
Chinese nationalists saw in extraterritoriality an insult to and a derogation
from Chinese sovereignty. The Treaty tariff, the original purpose of which
had simply been to get the taxes on trade stipulated in order to prevent
corruption, had become an obstacle (or so it was believed) to the protection
of China’s new infant industries. The competitive acquisition by the powers
of armed bases on Chinese soil after 1894, a movement in which the British
participated in order to be able (in British interests of course) the better to
defend China’s integrity and independence against the rapacity of Russia, led
to the assumption that the cession of Hong Kong had been, and had been
intended to be, the first such acquisition.

The Treaty of Nanjing was, in fact, a very mild one. China had suffered a
devastating defeat. The victor could well have forced China to accept in her
relations with the British everything regarded as normal under Western
international law, and could in addition have annexed rich and populous
territories. Instead, the British took the utmost pains to limit their demands
to the bare minimum necessary to secure reasonable conditions for trade,
and to introduce as little novelty as they could. British governments continued
to see the future of relations with China in terms of alternatives: either to
leave things as they were in the hope that continued and increasing contacts
through trade would induce the Chinese to accept the necessary novelties, or
to use force. Events led to the use of force; but in a sense it was used only to
provide the basic conditions for a return to the first alternative, the patient
and peaceful development of a modus vivendi. It is surprising to observe how
little the system was actually changed. In the five ports now open, British
merchants could stay all year and no longer had to come and go with the
trade winds; they could bring their families with them; they had a consul to
represent their interests, and laws to prevent the evasion of duties, which
made the licensing of security merchants unnecessary even from the Chinese
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point of view. Otherwise things were much as they had been; the restrictions
which remained were of far greater significance than those which had been
abolished.

In 1845 France and the United States negotiated similar treaties with
China. The Sino-American Treaty of Wangxia (Wanghia) included a ‘most-
favoured-nation’ clause, and this was extended by the Chinese Emperor to
all treaty powers as a mark of his undiscriminating benevolence.

Of the powers other than Great Britain which entered into treaty relations
with China none had, at that date, interests of any importance, except perhaps
the United States, but American traders mainly sold furs in China for cash,
a simple form of commerce which did not involve them so deeply in the
problems which the British faced, and only one American firm, Russell &
Co., had been involved in the opium trade. The treaties were made with
China more in the hope of future advantage and because, the British having
done the fighting, they cost nothing. The Chinese, for their part, were ready
to oblige in the hope that one foreign nation would check another, and they
would not be at the mercy of the British.
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THE TAIPING REBELLION, 1850-1864

»

Disorder and Rebellion

Throughout the last decades of the eighteenth century and the first decades
of the nineteenth in China, scarcely a year passed without violent protest or
armed rebellion. Some of this protest was scarcely distinguishable from
banditry. Much was of the spontaneous rice-riot kind. On several occasions,
however, small groups raised the banner of the Ming dynasty and marched
against the foreign rulers. The Taiping Rebellion of 1850 was only the greatest
of many outbreaks. A major rebellion broke out in 1796. Led by the White
Lotus secret society, it began in the foothills of the middle Yangzi among
migrant peasants whose maize monoculture on the hill slopes had disastrously
accelerated the processoferosion. Therebellion, however, quickly spread far be-
yond the area in which such circumstances could account for it, lighting a train
of explosive discontent which flashed across the whole of northern China,
engulfing half of the provinces of the Empire in a decade of destructive war.

The White Lotus Rebellion was extinguished by 1806, but its embers
continued to smoulder. Secret societies under other names, some of which
were related to the White Lotus society itself, kept up sporadic resistance. In
1812 members of one such sect scaled the walls of the Forbidden City and
were beaten off only through the courage of Prince Min-ning, the future Dao
Guang Emperor. There were further attacks led by successors of the White
Lotus in the 1820s and 1830s. In northern China, where the four provinces
of Hebei, Henan, Shandong and Jiangsu meet, a group of mounted ‘social
bandits’, the Nian, controlled most of the countryside; throughout the first
half of the century it was a ‘no-go’ area for the officials of the Beyjing
government. In the early 1850s the Nian had gathered sufficient strength to
launch a full rebellion, just when the Taiping rebels of the south were pouring
down the Yangzi towards Nanjing.

The White Lotus society had spread its influence among the aborigines of
central and south-west China, and in the 1830s the Miao rebelled. In 1836
the Yao of Hunan, under White Lotus preachers, started a fitful war of
resistance which flared up once more in 1855 during the chaos of the Taiping
Rebellion.

In 1853 the Triads (the southern anti-Manchu secret society) of the West
River in Guangdong rose in a movement which flashed down the river from
lodge to lodge, and put Canton under siege.
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At one point in 1854 the imperial government had lost control not only of
the Pearl River to the Triads, but also a large area around Nanjing to the
Taipings, Shanghai to a Triad offshoot called the Short Swords, and the
lower Yellow River to the Nian. A broad band of territory from Canton to
within one hundred miles of Beijing was in the hands of rebel groups. Before
this surge of rebellion among the Han Chinese had been halted, risings were
launched in north-west and south-west China by China’s Muslim minorities.
Into this sea of troubles the British, in alliance with the French, were to
launch a second war on China in 1857. If these rebellions show the weakness
of the imperial government the fact that the dynasty survived is, at the same
time, evidence of the extraordinary resilience of traditional society. Sluggish,
ill-co-ordinated and corrupt as the machinery was, it worked. When the
dynasty finally fell in 1912 it was in circumstances far less perilous, on the
surface at least, than those of the mid-nineteenth century.

The causes of this wave of rebellion are still unknown. Attempts have
been made to explain events in terms of economic distress. Of this there
was no lack, but there is little evidence that the rebellions were directly
related to any particular cause of hardship. The argument most easily disposed
of is that rebellion was the result of the destruction of traditional forms of
handicraft employment in China by the competition of foreign manufactures:
the great rebellions all began in areas far beyond the reach of foreign
trade.

The occurrence of famine is often adduced as a cause. The incidence of
dearth in China is given in the ‘Veritable Records’ (in which the major
decisions made by the Emperor were recorded daily). They show that while
distress sufficient to attract a reduction of taxes was widespread, the geo-
graphical pattern of dearth in the twenty-five years (1825-49) before the main
rebellions began bears no consistent relationship to the occurrence of major
outbreaks.

There is one partial exception to this. The Nian Rebellion was immensely
strengthened when between 1853 and 1855 the unpredictable Yellow River,
flowing between artificial banks often higher than the surrounding fields,
broke through these treacherous and decayed defences to switch its course
from south to north of the Shandong peninsula, devastating thousands of
square miles of plain around the mountain strongholds of the Nian rebels.
The Nian ranks were swollen by recruits from among the millions made
destitute, but the disaster did not cause the rebellion, which had already been
in existence for most of a generation.

Resistance to landlordism is the explanation of rebellion which leaps most
readily to Chinese minds, being at once the traditional and the Marxist
expectation. Yet on this view also the records give no help: none of the
rebellions began in an area known to suffer from land tenure conditions
worse than average.
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The hypothesis that increase in population, leading to an ever more adverse
man-land ratio, was a major cause of rebellion is more plausible, if less
fashionable. In its simple form, however—that is, that rebellion occurred
where population pressure was most severe—this hypothesis would be difficult
to prove. No rebellion of importance except the Triad ‘Red Turban’ rising
of 1854 in Guangdong took placein a densely populated area; on the contrary,
the major risings occurred in areas of relatively sparse population. The
connections, if any, between population pressure and disorder were indirect.
One obvious case is the role played by conflicts between migrating Han
farmers and the aboriginal minorities of areas into which they moved in
search of land. In Manchuria and Inner Mongolia, Han settlers were rapidly
becoming a substantial majority of the population and were bitterly resented.
In central China the pressure of increasing Chinese settlement was one cause
of Miao and Yao rebellions, while the growing number of Chinese settlers
and merchants in Xinjiang (Chinese Turkestan) played a major part in the
perpetual disturbances of that Muslim area, disturbances which soon fed
back into the adjacent area of China proper which was inhabited by Muslims
of Han race. The Taiping Rebellion itself began, as we shall see, in a similar
situation of strife between natives and migrants; but here it was the immigrant
minority, the Hakka, who were under pressure and resorted to resistance.

Less directly, population pressure resulting in increasing competition
among the gentry-graduate élite led both to the increased burden of main-
taining the ever-growing swarm of petty office-holders and to inefficiency
arising from the diversion of public funds into corrupt patron—client relation-
ships. These consequences of unprecedented growth in population un-
doubtedly played a part in the general malaise out of which disaffection grew.

However the increased disorder of the 1830s and 1840s which provided the
rich recruiting ground for the great rebellions of the fifties seems to have had
a more easily identifiable cause. Until about 1825 a long slight inflation had
kept peasant incomes abreast of the increasing exactions of the official and
sub-official classes. Then prices plunged—the consequence of the frantic
efforts of the Government, almost bankrupted by corruption, to maintain its
revenues by the minting of vast quantities of debased copper coinage. To this
was added the cessation of the inflow of silver as opium imports grew. To
meet tax demands assessed in silver the peasant landowner was forced to pay
more in copper, while with the scarcity of silver the price he received for his
crops was sharply reduced. The riots of the 1830s and 1840s were primarily
tax riots; and it was where these protests were most numerous—the middle
and lower Yangzi provinces—that the Taipings recruited the vast majority
of their adherents.

China’s alien rulers then lost a war to a handful of barbarians. The
legitimacy of the alien government was put in question. So far as the state-
ments of those who participated in rebellion are known, the immediate target
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of attack was the bureaucrat; the grievance was bad government, but as the
protests surpassed the local scale the final target became the alien dynasty.
Whatever else the rebellions may have been, they were nationalist.

Any explanation of rebellions in China in the nineteenth century solely in
terms of material conditions is inadequate. Many rebellious groups had
religious affiliations, to a degree which may surprise the reader who thinks
of Chinese culture only in terms of the secular tradition of upper-class
Confucianism. Pietistic Buddhism combined with vestiges of Manichaeism
was the inspiration of the White Lotus rebels. Sufi sainthood was the flag of
the Muslim rebels of the west. The Taiping Rebellion itself was led by a
group who had embraced a form of Christianity. Although as usual the
interconnections of social dislocation and religious revival are difficult to
trace, China’s mid-century situation shows a close association between them.

The Origins of the Rebellion

In 1814 the leader of the Taiping movement, Hong Xiuguan, was born in
Huaxian, Guangdong, of a family of peasant proprietors. Recognizing his
unusual ability, his family made sacrifices to ensure his schooling, but when
he reached the age of 15 or 16 they could support him no further. He took
employment as the village schoolteacher. He continued to study, however,
and having come first in the local preliminary examinations, four times sat
the provincial examinations at Canton. Like many young men of ability
and originality, he failed to pass the conventionalized test into which the
examination system had deteriorated, and which in any case would be passed,
even at provincial level, by only one candidate in a hundred.

On his journey to Canton to take the examination for the second time in
1837 Hong had casually bought a pamphlet written by a Christian convert,
Liang Afa, entitled Good Words to Exhort the Age. He paid no attention to
it at the time. Then on his return from his third failure in 1844 he suffered
an acute mental breakdown. The story we have from Hong’s associates claims
that his own description of this experience was given immediately, but that
its full significance was only understood later in the light of the ‘Good Words’.
[tis equally possible that his description came only after reading the pamphlet.
Hong claimed that during his illness he was caught up into a heaven of angels
and beautiful maidens, a splendid paradise presided over by an old man who,
while he wore the dress and sat in the pose of a traditional Chinese ‘ancestor
portrait’, had a long golden beard. Hong’s abdomen was cut open and his
organs replaced. He was adopted as the younger brother of Jesus Christ. He
was given a commission to cast out devils, and a magic sword and a seal. On
his return to earth, the account goes, he took up his divine mission, identifying
the devils partly with the idols of China’s rural temples, but partly also with
the Manchu rulers of China. His friends noted that he had become grave and
authoritative.
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An alternative explanation is that Hong under the frustration of his failures
in the examinations developed illusions of grandeur and of persecution. And
the brief and selective introduction to Christianity which he now had to hand
was such as to meet Hong’s mental needs. The author put Christianity in the
context of his times, in a scene of decay, violence and corruption; his God
was an Old Testament God of wrath as much as a God of love. This form
of Christian message, with its pervading sense of China’s accelerating moral
decay, already had political overtones of alienation and potential rebellion.

Hong added his own personal revelation to the Christian story, and began
to preach and to destroy idols. Among his first converts were two distant
cousins, Feng Yunshan and Hong Rengan, both of whom were to play great
parts in the movement and eventually to die for it. Both of them, like Xiuquan
himself, were failed examinees. All three worked as village schoolteachers,
but when they began to destroy idols they were dismissed. Hong Xiuquan
and Feng Yunshan decided to leave the district. They walked three hundred
miles from their village near Canton to the hills of Guangxi and there
continued to preach. They belonged to the Hakka minority, and their message
was readily received in the Hakka communities, increasingly hard-pressed by
Cantonese hostility.

Hong then returned east to go to Hong Kong for religious instruction from
the American Baptist missionary Isaachar Roberts. His time there was brief.
Being penniless, he took the advice of fellow converts and asked Roberts for
help towards his subsistence, and Roberts—vigilant against ‘rice Chri-
stians’—declined to baptise him. Nevertheless he had now at least participated
in Christian worship, and had read the Bible. He returned to Guangxi to find
that Feng Yunshan had built up a congregation of 2,000. At this point we
have no evidence that the movement was political: Hong’s hymns, which are
our main source for his personal ideas, were revised in later years so that the
political applications of his religious beliefs may have been added only after
the movement turned to rebellion. What we have for certain at this time is
an evangelical movement of a kind familiar enough in Christian history—
lower-class, intensely puritanical, ecstatic, and offering mutual support and
personal dignity to the rejected.

Hong soon became locally known and respected. The authorities were
tolerant. Yet however pacific the intentions of the Hakka God-worshippers
may have been the circumstances in which they found themselves did not
encourage peace. The whole area watered by the West River had by the 1840s
become violently unstable. Whatever general factors may have operated,
there were specific and immediate causes for disorder. The militia organized
to oppose the British at Canton had been demobilized and many of its
members had turned bandit; thirty bandit gangs operated in the area. The
British navy had suppressed piracy on the South China coast, forcing the
pirates upstream. Local communities then formed their own self-defence
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forces and had them recognized officially, but these forces were almost as
dangerous as those of the bandits, being recruited from much the same
sources. Finally, in such conditions the secret societies soon predictably
transformed themselves from societies for mutual protection into protection
rackets.

The society of Guangxi had its own particular tensions on which the forces
of disorder fed. Non-Chinese aboriginal minority peoples were still numerous
there. Partly assimilated and often prosperous, they nevertheless still suffered
discrimination. In the mountains were many mines, some recently opened
and employing ‘incomers’, a word which usually indicates the Hakkas, though
some may have been aborigines. In the extensive forests were charcoal-
burners, strongly organized for their own protection. The main problem,
however, was that of the Hakkas—the ‘Guest Clans’. They were migrants
from the north. Although Chinese in race and speech, they differed markedly
from the native (bendi) Cantonese. They were tough, pioneering hill farmers.
They farmed the poorest areas, but with such industry that they were gradu-
ally edging their more fortunate Cantonese neighbours out. Their women,
who did not bind their feet, worked beside them in the fields and often tended
the farms while their husbands migrated to the mines or to man ships, burn
charcoal, or emigrate. Even in the most prosperous Hakka houses the women
still spun and sewed. In spite of all their disadvantages the Hakkas had
reached what was probably the highest rate of literacy of any labouring group
in China: 80 per cent of males could read, and they took a disproportionate
number of places in the provincial examination, though few had sufficient
means to advance beyond this level. They had the sort of proud and aggressive
sense of identity which their position, combined with their characteristics,
would lead one to expect. And, finally, they practised the local religions and
accepted the local shamanistic beliefs, and did so with their characteristic
intensity.

Their communities were scattered, while many individuals worked away
from home in an isolation relieved only by membership of a secret society,
the only refuge of the itinerant Chinese worker. They were thus especially
vulnerable. They were soon victims of the growing disorder which put arms
in the hands of the hostile Cantonese majority. For those who accepted Hong
Xiuquan’s new foreign faith the isolation was even greater. It led to an
intensified sense of identity; the stark contrast between the saved few and the
damned multitude, which nineteenth-century Calvinist Christianity preached
so vividly, could rationalize the Hakkas’ own position.

The pressure on the God-worshipping Hakkas was such that they found
themselves drawn into conflict which could hardly fail to escalate to the point
at which they were forced to defend themselves against imperial troops. and
so become outlawed. At what point in this escalation Hong and his associates
decided on rebellion is uncertain. We have accounts of a few incidents which
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were typical of the increasing tension, incidents recorded because they served
to explain the first concentration of uprooted God-Worshippers at the foot
of the Thistle Mountains. A militia unit passing through a Hakka village
molested the inhabitants, and this led to a conflict after which the 130
villagers, dispossessed, left to join Feng Yunshan. In another village a Hakka
concubine was kidnapped; after the ensuing fracas the whole village of 200
souls moved to join the original 130. A rich landlord and pawnbroker, head
of the Wei clan, bought himself a military rank, and his son Wei Changhui—
government lictor and one-time militiaman in Canton—erected a tablet to
celebrate the occasion. The Weis being of Zhuang aboriginal blood, local
Cantonese insulted the tablet. The Weis in revenge raided the Cantonese
village and then joined the God-Worshippers; their wealth helped to sustain
the growing number of the displaced. Two other rich clan chiefs, Hu Yiguang
and Zeng Yuzhen, also put their means at the disposal of Hong’s sect. Similar
clashes forced other groups and clans to join the God-Worshippers. The
leader of the local charcoal-burners, Yang Xiuqing, had already brought in
his followers. Xiao Chaogui, a relation by marriage of the charcoal-burner
(who was also the uncle of clan chief Zeng Yuzhen), had brought in his fellow
farm labourers. Some of the Triad river pirates sought to join; most were put
off by the strict discipline of the sect, but one group, led by Luo Dagang,
became part of the movement.

By the end of 1850 there were at least 10,000 God-Worshippers in and
around Jintian, perhaps even 30,000. As their numbers grew the authori-
ties became alarmed. They ordered the God-Worshippers to disperse, and
when they refused attacked them. The government forces were driven off
and a deputy magistrate was killed. A full-scale attack on them was
launched, but again the imperial forces were defeated. The Manchu com-
mander was captured and beheaded; the God-Worshippers had crossed the
Rubicon.

Whether or not rebellion had been planned it is certain that a serious
conflict had been anticipated. For several years weapons had been secretly
manufactured, wrapped in greased cloth and hidden in a lake. Many God-
Worshippers who trekked to Jintian in 1849 and 1850 had sold or burned
down their houses, and had turned all their assets into cash, which they paid
into a common treasury. They had submitted to a rule which segregated the
men from their wives and families, a measure clearly intended both to increase
military mobility and to ensure loyalty. Finally, the speed with which the
basic institutions of Hong’s new kingdom were announced strongly suggests
long-laid plans.

The name of his new kingdom was Taiping Tianguo—literally the Heavenly
Kingdom of Transcendent Peace. The Chinese words are steeped in millenial
meanings, but the concept was immediately derived from Christianity. Hong’s
Christian associates during his month in Hong Kong had observed the
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eagerness with which he had seized on the text, “The Kingdom of God is at
hand’, and it was the Kingdom of God on Earth which Hong claimed to
have founded on 11 January 1851.

His associates were a group interesting both for the range of their origins
and for the limits of this range. Those whose names are important in the
history of the rebellion include: a failed examinee and village schoolteacher
(Feng Yunshan); an orphan charcoal-burner and former government clerk
(Yang Xiuqing); a poor peasant and seller of faggots (Xiao Chaogui); a
member of a rich Zhuang clan, lictor and former member of the Cantonese
militia (Wei Changhui); a failed examinee from prosperous farming stock
(Shi Dakai); a female bandit chief, outlawed after revenging the murder of
her husband (Su San); a Triad leader and river pirate (Luo Dagang); a
military cadet from a rich landlord family (Hu Yiguang); two wealthy money-
lenders and pawnbrokers (Wu Keyi and Zhou Shengkun); a Guangdong
merchant (Yu Tingzhang); a carpenter (Bin Fashou); a rural advocate (Huang
Yukun); two thought to be from landlord families (Meng De-an and Chen
Chengzhong); a scholar of considerable local repute (He Zhenquan); a former
accountant with a Hong merchant (Wu Ruxiao); the head of a rich clan
(Zeng Yuzhen); and a poor peasant (Li Xiucheng).

The most obvious characteristic of this group is its variety. It is by no
means composed of peasants. Almost all would have been literate. About
half might be supposed to have some administrative experience as clan heads
or businessmen. Yet it is mainly rural. It includes not a single holder of a
degree higher than that of xiucai. And all the evidence direct or indirect
shows that the group was predominantly Hakka. All, with the exception of
Hong Xiuquan himself and Feng Yunshan, were from the West River counties
of Guangxi.

So far as we can guess at the motives of the revolt from the characteristics
of its leading participants, it was not motivated by peasant discontent, nor
by destitution: Shi Dakai’s clan brought with them to Jintian 100,000
taels (ounces of silver). The only common bond is adherence to the
God-Worshippers’ faith. The main characteristic of recruitment was that
whole Hakka clans joined. It represented ethnic, reinforced by religious,
identity.

The Taiping Kingdom
Hong’s new system was proclaimed in broad outline soon after the Jintian
rising, elaborated in 1851 after the capture of the city of Yongan, and fully
promulgated after the capture of Nanjing in 1853, in the document now
usually referred to as the Land Law of the Taiping Tianguo.

Hong’s kingdom was a theocracy; every rule and every act was justified by
religion, and the authority of the State was legitimized by Hong’s revelations.
But though a Christian kingdom, its institutions were Chinese. They were
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based on the ‘Rites of Zhou’ (Zhou Li), representing the supposed institutions
of a part of ancient China. They expressed an ideal frequently resurrected by
Chinese reformers; both Wang Mang (45 Bc—aD 23) and Wang Anshi (1021-
86) had tried to put this ideal into operation. The Rites have been regarded
throughout Chinese history as embodying the perfectly equitable and ordered
society, the institutional expression of Tai Ping, transcendent peace. The
word ping has connotations of equality as well as of peace, and so the Rites
have also been regarded as representing a Chinese tradition of egalitarian
socialism. In fact, the institutions described are neither egalitarian nor social-
ist, but a rationalization of feudalism. In this ideal scheme of things all land
is owned by the State. Society is hierarchical, from its basic groups of twenty-
five families cultivating in peace and fighting in war and providing the surplus
to maintain the State, up through successive ranks of territorial officials who
are both civil and military leaders, to the Emperor at the top.

The Taipings in theory followed the Zhou Li system. All property belonged
to God, that is, to the State; all money, valuables and products were paid
into the Sacred Treasury. In return, rations and pay, graded according to
rank, were issued. In theory the peasants were brought into the system,
grouped as in the Zhou Li in communities of twenty-five families whose
head—ostensibly elected—was called a ‘sergeant’ (liang si-ma), and who
was commander, administrator, and preacher in one person. All surplus
agricultural produce was to be requisitioned for the Sacred Treasury, and the
cultivators left only with rations. Commerce and handicraft production were
to be similarly organized.

Some features of this ideal Zhou Li system were appropriate to the cir-
cumstances of the rebellion. The ‘Sacred Treasury’ had been established even
before the Jintian rising, when God-Worshippers, dispossessed of their land,
had to depend on a common source of funds. It remained an important form
of discipline thereafter in an insurgent army, dependent on plunder, which
might well have disintegrated had the plunder not been appropriated and
distributed by the central command. To set up basic communities of twenty-
five farmer-soldiers did not prove possible, however; as one Taiping com-
mander wrote, in a densely settled country there was no possibility of ‘estab-
lishing military colonies’—a revealing phrase which suggests that the motive
in adopting this Zhou Li ideal was rather remote from the ‘proto-Communist’
motivation with which the Taipings have since been credited.

The rules for election of local government were not applied. Some Taiping
commanders encouraged local people to recommend candidates for local
office, but as this happened only in the later stages of the rebellion, when the
rebels had come to be feared and hated, the quasi-electoral system was worth
little; by then no one of integrity or ability would serve them if he could avoid
it. As for the common ownership of land, the idea appears in the 1853 land
system document itself only to disappear; only one other surviving document
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alludes to it. No attempt was made to apply it. Perhaps it was simply taken
up with the rest of the Zhou Li institutions and included pro forma.

One cannot build on this slender foundation the conclusion that the Taiping
regime was socialist. A hierarchically organized theocratic tyranny which
proposes to maintain itself by confiscating the entire surplus of the working
population is scarcely to be called socialist. The facts of Taiping power in
any case differed substantially from its theories. Six men, among whom Hong
Xiuquan was only primus inter pares, divided power among them. Hong’s
title was Sovereign; the rest were wangs (kings). Each wang had his own
administration. Among them Yang Xiuqing, the charcoal-burner, quickly
achieved precedence, and his administration came to enjoy authority over
the others; but this authority depended on Yang’s personal pre-eminence,
partly the result of the early death in battle of Feng Yunshan and Xiao
Chaogui the faggot-seller, and partly of his successful claim to independent
divine revelation.

It was a system far from egalitarian. An elaborate hierarchy developed in
which officials at every level enjoyed the power of life and death over those
below. Ritual, extravagant traditional symbolism of rank and office, and
elaborate sumptuary legislation soon appeared. The leaders built themselves
elaborate palaces. Even while the segregation of the sexes was still strictly
applied to the rank and file, the Taiping leaders allowed themselves harems
of a size determined by rank. In spite of Taiping profession of belief in
equality of the sexes, women were bestowed as rewards for victory. Yet for
the rank and file adultery was punished by death.

The claim of the Taipings to be Christian was hotly disputed by mission-
aries and others. Yet their adoption of an ancient Chinese theory of social
and political organization does not of itself show that the Taipings were not
Christian; the association of Christianity with Zhou Li institutions is no more
strange than its association with the Roman and Byzantine empires, medieval
feudalism and modern industrial society.

Hong Xiuquan believed in the Christian God. He acclaimed Christ as the
Saviour. He based his teaching on the Bible. He practised baptism. He sought
to impose on his followers a strict code of moral conduct drawn from
Protestantism at its most austere. On these grounds he must be accepted as
a Christian of a kind, but what damned Hong Xiuquan in the eyes of Western
missionaries was the position which he allotted to himself in the Christian
scheme of things. He claimed to be an independent source of Christian
revelation, and to have been adopted as the second son of God. He acknow-
ledged Yang Xiuqing’s claim to be a third, and accepted that Yang was—or
was possessed by—the Holy Spirit. To most nineteenth-century Christians
such claims were both blasphemous and ludicrous. Yet as T. T. Meadows,
the first historian of the Taipings, pointed out, many Christian mystics had
expressed their religious experiences in similarly concrete terms. while young
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Chinese introduced to the Bible as literal truth would find no lack of pre-
cedents there for such adventures.

The religious ideas which Hong took from Christianity were quite alien to
those dominant in China. He preached a strict monotheism, opposed both
to the secular morality of educated Chinese and to the pantheism of popular
religion. He insisted on the right of all men, not just the Emperor, to worship
Heaven, and he preached the brotherhood of man on the grounds that all
men (and women) were God’s children. He extended this idea of brotherhood
to people of all nations. His God was a God of equality, freedom, and
universal love.

Yet it would be an equally reasonable view of Hong’s religious development
to say that Christian theory simply acted as the spark to bring to life buried
aspects of Chinese belief. The classics included certain early beliefs in which
Tian, ‘Heaven’, had some of the characteristics of the Judaeo-Christian God.
This personification of Heaven could feel compassion and anger, was father
and protector, and was the source of moral retribution. The influence of the
secular morality of Confucius had relegated these ideas to the background
of Chinese thought, but they were never repudiated, and the emperors of
China continued, once a year, to sacrifice to Tian on the Altar of Heaven.

A second strand of thought from ancient times which chimed in with
Christianity was Mozi’s concept of universal brotherhood in which there
were no degrees of love. Confucians condemned this as unrealistic, arguing
that altruism could only be a much weakened reflection of the natural
affections of the family. Mozi’s work nevertheless continued to be read;
indeed the ideal of a universal sympathy, if not love, which would be objective
because undiscriminating, actually became central to Confucian thought.
There are unmistakable verbal parallels with Mozi in one of the major
Taiping documents (the ‘Proclamation on the Origin of Principles for the
Enlightenment of the Age’). One could thus argue that the Christian ideas
which Hong found in the ‘Good Words’ pamphlet simply served to form a
new pattern of existing Chinese ideas in Hong’s mind.

There is, however, another twist in the relations of Christian to Taiping
ideas. Between Christianity and the classics there lay the popular Chinese
tradition of resistance expressed in the vernacular novels and organized in
the secret societies. That the Taipings were influenced by this tradition is
beyond doubt. References to the novels are frequent in their documents.
Much of the symbolism of Hong’s vision—magic sword and magic mirror,
esoteric books, the Heavenly Net and the Earthly Trap—comes straight from
the popular novels. And these novels were also the source of secret-society
beliefs and rituals. The Peach-Garden Oath of mutual loyalty, taken by the
three heroes of The Romance of the Three Kingdoms, was the model for all
secret-society oaths. The idea of brotherhood gained much of its emotional
force from the novels. And the idea that Heaven bestows the mandate of the
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Empire loomed much larger in the ‘little tradition’ of the novels and the secret
societies than in the ‘great tradition’ of Confucian scholarship. It is in the
ritual documents of the Triads and other societies that one finds associated
the ideas of Heaven as a father, of Heaven as the legitimator of government,
of the Tian Guo or Heavenly Kingdom and the Tai Ping millennium, of
equality between high and low, and of the brotherhood of men.

Many secret societies were also passionately nationalist. The main groups
then in existence—the White Lotus society, the Heaven and Earth society (the
Triads), and the Elder Brother society—had all been founded or revitalized as
part of an anti-Manchu underground. So close is the parallel between some
of the ideas of Hong and those of the nationalist secret societies that some
authors have seen Hong as the greatest of the Triad leaders, and his rebellion
as the climax of the Triad movement. This is certainly not literally true; Hong
condemned the Triads for their futile adherence to the centuries-dead Ming
cause, and he spurned them because they had lost their ideals and sunk into
crime. Later, when they had nevertheless flocked to the Taiping standard in
vast numbers, the old Guangxi God-Worshippers affirmed that it was Triad
greed and cruelty which had ruined the cause. Yet the profound influence of
the secret societies on Hong’s thought is unmistakable. It is certain that he
had passed through the ritual initiation of the Triads.

The last dimension of Chinese experience which may have been related to
the Hakka’s interpretation of Christianity is represented by south Chinese
popular religious practices. The religion of the remote mountain areas was
shamanistic. This may have reflected the continued influence of the aboriginal
peoples of the area. Trance and possession by spirits were features of this
religion, but while Christian theologists had quickly come to identify pos-
session with evil spirits, according to Chinese beliefs possession was usually
good. From this came the ecstatic dimension of Taiping Christianity.

The Course of the Rebellion

Even before the proclamation of Taiping Tianguo at Jintian, the Beijing
government had learned of the alarming concentration of God-Worshippers
and of their successful resistance to local imperial forces. Lin Zexu was
recalled from disgrace and ordered south to deal with them, but died en route
in November 1850. A former governor-general of Canton replaced him, but
he died in May 1851. A Grand Secretary (Saishanga) was then appointed.
The delay gave the Taiping forces a breathing space, for although the local
Green Standard army (indigenous Chinese, as distinct from Manchu) out-
numbered them ten to one, and river pirates who had joined the imperial
service had blockaded the West River, the fierce valour of Hong’s followers
discouraged their enemies from attempting to do more than contain them. It
was a classical insurgency situation, in which ‘decayed tapsters and serving
men’ faced men who ‘knew what they fought for and loved what they knew’.
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After a month hemmed in at Jintian the Taipings broke through and fought
their way to the town of Yongan, which they captured on 25 September 1851
and where they remained for three months, sustained by rich land-
owners hostile to the Manchus. The imperialists invested the town. The
insurgents’ gunpowder was exhausted, but they cut their way out with the
sword and annihilated the pursuit. They then marched to the city of Guilin and
attacked it, the Hakka women racing their menfolk with the scaling ladders
to be first into the city. Guilin, however, held out. The Taipings did not
yet have the capacity to take well-fortified cities; that had to wait for the
adherence to their cause of the miners of Hunan. They turned away from
the city and marched north over the mountains to the head-waters of
the Xiang River, the great tributary of the Yangzi which drains Hunan
province.

Here on the upper Xiang River they met their first serious check, at the
hands of forces which were in the end—though only after thirteen years of
further fighting—to destroy them. Jiang Zhongyuan, one of the gentry of
Hunan, had organized a force of ‘braves’ to deal with the rebellions which
had persisted in the province since risings of the 1830s led by Miao aborigines.
His braves were in the vicinity. On 10 June 1852 they met the Taipings at
Soyi Ford. One-fifth of the insurgent force was destroyed. Here it was that
Feng Yunshan was killed.

The rebels then faced a strategic decision: whether to retreat into Guangxi
or to press on towards the Yangzi. Yang Xiuqing counselled advance. Local
supporters helped the Taiping army to evade Jiang Zhongyuan’s braves,
guiding the rebels through the mountain passes. With this decision made, the
rebels issued a proclamation appealing for the support of the Chinese people.
The appeal, though couched in religious terms, was to nationalism against
the corruption and rapacity of the Manchu regime. It contained no mention
of land or of landlordism.

The rebels reached the Yangzi at Changsha, but the check at Soyi Ford
had allowed the city to organize its defence under another leader of the
Hunan braves, Lo Pingchang. Although Taiping miners breached the walls,
Changsha’s small force of defenders—6,000 to the Taipings’ 40,000—held
out until imperial reinforcements arrived.

Thwarted at Changsha, the insurgents faced their second strategic decision:
whether to press on northwards and attack Beijing, or to swing east and
establish themselves on the Yangzi. Yang Xiuqing at first favoured the bolder
course, but doubts were raised as to whether the route north could sustain a
force which, with women and children, now numbered about a quarter of a
million. The question was perhaps decided by the adherence to the cause of
a local shipowner, Tang Zhengcai, who put his vessels at the disposal of the
Taipings, and so enabled them to seize the shipping of the river and raise a
fleet of 26,000 vessels large and small. Possession of this formidable water
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force was an irresistible attraction; yet the consequent decision to head east
instead of north may in the end have been fatal.

The cities of the river below Changsha proved ill-defended. Wuhan was
taken easily. When large imperial reinforcements were hurried to the spot
the Taipings abandoned it and attacked downstream. The strategic cities of
Jinjiang and Anging were taken, and China’s second capital, Nanjing, lay
exposed. Some 17,000 defenders faced twenty times that number of insurgents
whose ranks had been multiplied by the adherence of the Triads of the area,
as well as by conscription. Taipings disguised as Buddhist monks infiltrated
the city, while adherents from among the miners of Hunan breached the wall,
and a tide of loose-haired, red-turbaned rebels, ‘several (Chinese) miles wide
and deep’, poured into Nanjing.

The Taipings then launched two great expeditions designed to conquer
China. One went north to attack Beijing. The other went west to consolidate
the rebels’ hold on the Yangzi and to penetrate Sichuan. The wisdom of this
strategy was doubtful. Had they launched their whole force north they
would probably have overturned the dynasty. On the other hand, had they
concentrated all their troops in the Yangzi area, destroyed the two great
imperial military camps already established north and south of Nanjing,
taken advantage of the seizure of Shanghai by a secret society, the Short
Swords, to occupy it while the powers were still hostile to Beijing, and then
recaptured the cities of the middle Yangzi area (Wuhan, Nanchang and
Changsha), they could have created a powerful southern empire which would
have attracted all those in the north who preferred a native Chinese govern-
ment. Instead they compromised. They left the imperial camps untouched,
they ignored invitations to co-operate from the Shanghai Short Swords, and
they split their forces in three in order at once to hold Nanjing, attack Beijing,
and retake the middle Yangzi.

The western expedition was only partly successful. It failed to hold Wuhan,
but it re-established Taiping control of Jinjiang and Anqing, the two towns
which controlled the water route from the south-west to Nanjing. The north-
ern expedition at first went well. Town after town fell as anti-Manchu groups
within rose in support. Vast numbers of recruits joined the march. One
hundred thousand men reached the Yellow River at Kaifeng. Here, however,
the attack faltered. By one of these intrusive accidents of history, a freak rain
storm soaked the rebels’ gunpowder. During the delay that followed large
forces of imperial troops and of local braves under gentry command were
able to concentrate. Although in June 1853 the Taiping vanguard crossed the
river, threatened Tianjin and threw the capital into panic, their force was
spent. Autumn had arrived and the southerners were not equipped for a
north Chinese winter. Reinforcements from Nanjing failed to win through.
A long and bitterly contested withdrawal began. The retreating Taipings
fought with extraordinary courage and tenacity, but cold, hunger, and incess-
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ant battle wore them down. The northern expedition army was entirely
destroyed, and its captured leaders died by the thousand cuts. The Taipings
had lost the initiative. There was now little hope that they could dislodge the
Manchus. The best they could expect was to consolidate the south.

Between 1854 and 1856 the struggle for the Yangzi provinces swung back
and forth; Wuhan was several times taken and recovered; Hunan and Hubei
were penetrated but lost. The rebels took most of Jiangxi, although the
provincial capital at Nanchang held out. By 1855 they also held much of
Anhui and Jiangsu. Then in spring 1856 they destroyed the two great imperial
camps, north and south of Nanjing. They were able to consolidate a strong
quadrilateral of territory based on Luzhou, Jinjiang, Suzhou and Anging.
This area gave them annual revenues three times as great as the depleted
resources of the Beijing government. They controlled the lower Yangzi. Had
they created a convincing administration at Nanjing they could have tapped
the resources of foreign trade; and the favour of the Western governments,
then again at loggerheads with the Canton authorities, would certainly have
followed.

Unfortunately the rebel government at Nanjing became less rather than
more convincing as time passed. Hong Xiuquan took no part in affairs. His
sanity came into doubt. He left decisions to Yang Xiuqing, and Yang’s
success in crushing the two imperial camps had swollen his ambition. Using
his claim to independent religious revelation, he even ordered (in the voice
of God the Father speaking through him) that Hong Xiuquan should be
beaten for mistreating his wives, and Hong submitted. Fortunately the voice
of God the Father then counselled mercy, and the Heavenly Emperor was
spared the rod. Yang, however, pursued his moral advantages by demanding
that he should be addressed in the term ‘may you live ten thousand years’,
an honour hitherto reserved for the Sovereign.

Hong Xiuquan, at last made aware of Yang’s ambitions, recalled the
princes whom Yang had sent away on military expeditions. When Wei
Changhui, the first to return, reached Nanjing he murdered Yang and his
two brothers and massacred 20,000 of his followers. He then attacked his
rival prince, Shi Dakai. Shi escaped over the wall in a basket, leaving his
family in the city. Wei murdered them. He attacked the palace; but the
Heavenly Emperor’s Hakka wives fought him off until his own troops turned
on him. Wei and his whole family and following were killed, and Shi Dakai
was summoned back to assume the leadership.

Shi was an able man, both as commander and as administrator. He
was the only one of the Taiping princes who made any serious attempt to
rehabilitate the regions which his armies occupied. It is possible that he might
have stopped the rot and revived the movement. Two of Hong Xiuquan’s five
original princes had died in battle, and two by assassination. Shi was the last.

Hong, however, no longer dared to trust any one man. While promoting
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Shi to supreme civil authority, at the same time he began to listen to the
counsels of his own two opium-addicted elder brothers, who were corrupt,
vicious and jealous of their exclusion from high office. Shi remained only a
few months and then took the major part of the Taiping forces and marched
west. This was not an act of desertion; Hong continued until the end to
recognize Shi as a prince, while Shi himself continued to acknowledge his
allegiance. His aim was to renew the rebellion, not to repudiate it. He raised
vast new forces among the Triads of the south, and sought to conquer Hunan
and Hubei; but he was forced ever further south-west, hemmed in, and finally
betrayed by aborigines.

With the removal of any firm hand from control in Nanjing, the imperial
government could now scarcely lose, provided it could replace with resolute
officers and well-trained forces the pusillanimous and imbecile commanders
who had first faced the rebellion.

New resistance to the Taipings had begun in Hunan. The rebels had been
worsted by Jiang Zhongyuan’s Hunan braves at Soyi Ford. They had been
three times beaten back from the breached walls of Changsha by similar
gentry-led local levies. The organizers of these levies were not career bureau-
crats and members of the national establishment, but men of merely local
reputation or none. Jiang Zhongyuan, the victor of Soyi Ford, had failed the
metropolitan examination three times, and had been merely an ‘expectant’
director of local schools until the success of his militia against a local rebellion
in 1847 won him a district magistracy. His defence of Changsha brought him
the governorship of Anhui. In his origins, and in his rapid rise to high office
in spite of failure in the examinations, he was typical of the new generation
of leaders who were to arise out of the Taiping turmoil. He himself, however,
did not live to join them. He committed suicide after defeat in the battle in
which the Taipings took Luzhou, the key to south Anhui.

The emergence of such men from obscurity to mount a stubborn, even
fanatical, struggle against the heretical Taipings was not accidental. They
represented a movement. [ts members had reacted against the arid and
pedantic scholarship which had been the only safe intellectual pursuit during
the Qian Long reign-period, and revived the essential concern of Con-
fucianism with public affairs and public morals. In their generation disorder
was the greatest problem; therefore their revived Confucianism was con-
centrated on the question of the restoration of harmony. The future anti-
Taiping leaders were already associated in this movement of thought. The
master—pupil relationships of this Confucian revival dominated the command
structure of the new militia. The textbook of the movement, as far as the
suppression of disorder is concerned, was the work (1582-7) of a Ming writer,
Qi Jiguang, who had evolved means of dealing with the Japanese pirate raids
of his time. There is evidence that the Taiping’s military administration owed
something to the same author. His main innovation was a military structure
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in which subordinates were in close personal relations with their superiors
in a sort of quasi-feudal system of hierarchical loyalties. Such a form of
organization was the antithesis of Chinese military tradition, which sought
to impose an impersonal bureaucratic structure of military command, pre-
cisely in order to avoid the creation of dangerous personal loyalties. It was,
however, to this model that the Hunan gentry leader Zeng Guofan turned,
not without occasioning alarm in Beijing. His group of scholar-reformers
was known as the Jingshi School (the School of Statesmanship) and had its
centre at Changsha, the provincial capital of Hunan. Changsha from this
time on was a centre first of reform and later of revolution. In Canton, Ruan
Yuan’s new academy (the Xue Hai Tang) was engaged in similar pursuits,
although unlike the Changsha group its staff was entirely local (and from a
Beijing point of view perhaps rather alarmingly so).

Another group consisted of scholars identified with the New Text interpreta-
tion of Confucianism—intense, quasi-religious, uncompromisingly pur-
itanical. Lin Zexu was an adherent; so was Wei Yuan, the foremost writer on
practical policy of his generation, who was exceptional in his realization that
the critical condition of China was due largely to new problems which
demanded new responses. Some have argued that the activities of these
reforming scholars indicate a renaissance of Chinese public morality. At the
level of scholarship their writings certainly show that Chinese thought was
then by no means as bound by tradition as is generally thought. At the level
of substantive reform, however, they were too few to arrest the continued
decline of the dynasty.

Out of the Taiping crisis arose two men who were to become China’s
greatest statesmen in the following years. The first was Li Hongzhang. A
graduate of the metropolitan examinations (a jinshi), and a protégé of Zeng
Guofan, like his mentor he organized irregular forces to oppose the rebels,
in his home province of Anhui. By 1862 he was Acting Governor of the
province, and by 1870 he was to hold the double appointment of Governor-
General of Zhili and Superintendent of Trade for the Northern Ports; in
this position he dominated China’s foreign relations, combining a realistic
acceptance of China’s weakness with an attempt to increase national strength
through a programme of limited industrialization. The second, Zuo
Zongtang, rose to prominence in a similar way in Zhejiang. He was to go on
to put down Muslim risings in the north-west by a policy which included the
creation of an arsenal and a woollen mill and the establishment of military
colonies. By these efforts he was able to ensure continued Chinese control of
the passes on the frontier with Russia.

Before the war with Great Britain and then the Taiping Rebellion super-
seded all other policy concerns, meanwhile, the most urgent problem was the
state of national revenue. There were three problems, assuming no possibility
of fundamental changes in the system of taxation: the decay of the Grand
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Canal which bore the ‘grain tribute’, a special levy on the rich rice lands of
the lower Yangzi; the breakdown of the official salt monopoly; and the state
of the land tax which had become quite arbitrary as a result of the increasing
imposition of supplementary local taxes on top of the regular land tax, fixed
at its existing level in perpetuity as an act of imperial benevolence by the
Kang Xi Emperor (1662-1723). The reform of these three institutions was
the touchstone of the efforts of the Jingshi scholars. They succeeded in
reforming the salt gabelle. On the other hand they failed in their attempt to
have the transport of the grain tribute diverted to the sea route from the
Canal, which was not only physically decayed but was also hopelessly tangled
up in the corrupt vested interests of the officials and of the secret societies
which controlled the labour force. Reform of the land tax also failed, as it
was to fail again and again, up to and including the efforts to reform it of
the Nationalist government of the 1930s. The only substantial achievement
of the reformers was to contain rebellion, but the anti-insurgency institutions
which they created did not produce—as they had hoped—a new level of
public morality and efficiency.

In 1852 the Qing court sent Zeng Guofan back to his home province with
the title ‘Commissioner for Local Defence’. Zeng was from a poor Hunan
rural family. His father had been the first member of the family to graduate,
and worked as a local teacher. Guofan became a jinshi in 1838, and two years
later had the distinction of joining the Hanlin Academy. He soon became a
leading member of the new circle of reform scholars. Muchanga, the most
powerful minister of the Dao Guang Emperor (1821-51), shared this interest,
and adopted Zeng Guofan as a protégé.

On reaching Hunan, Zeng was not content merely to accept separate militia
groups operating in their own localities. His policy was to build them into a
mobile professional force. He sought officers of Confucian convictions and
plain manners, and with the ability to handle civilians as well as soldiers.
They were given the same ranks as the Green Standard forces (the army
composed of Chinese, as opposed to the Manchu banners), but were much
better paid and were pensioned. Zeng chose the top commanders; they chose
their subordinate officers, who in turn recruited the rank and file largely from
their own villages. The recruits were hardy peasants of good character; they
signed on formally, and their families were responsible for their loyalty.
Military regulations forbade opium smoking, rape, gambling, brawling and
membership of secret societies.

Zeng’s greatest quality was patience. He had formed a long-term plan on
his arrival in Hunan and he steadily made his preparations, refusing to be
distracted by appeals for help from beleaguered colleagues. His troops were
blooded in putting down a series of Triad risings in Hunan in 1853. Then in
1854 came his first serious action with the Taipings, who were once more
threatening Changsha. The first brush was almost a disaster for Zeng. He
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lost half of his new fleet; but his troops rallied and in turn defeated the rebels.
Changsha was saved and Zeng had proved the worth of his ideas to the
provincial governor, who henceforth gave his full co-operation. But as Zeng’s
victories accumulated, the Court became alarmed that ‘a mere commoner . . .
by shouting a slogan ... could rally over 10,000 followers’. Zeng did not get
his expected promotion.

His policy involved four principles: a small, disciplined, high-quality force
of high morale; a fleet to deprive the rebels of free movement on the Yangzi;
steady pressure downstream—all through history,” he wrote, ‘the suppression
of rebellion in Jiangnan has demanded that one should first control the upper
river’; and, finally, he believed that time was on his side. In the early years,
however, Zeng did not command more than a fraction of the available forces,
and could not secure unity. Until the fratricide among the Taipings in Nanjing
in 1856 it was the rebel forces which enjoyed unity of command. Yet, although
in some areas Taiping control was extended in these years, thanks to Zeng’s
persistence in organizing an effective naval arm they gradually but surely lost
control of the river above Qiujiang and so could no longer operate easily in
Hunan and Hubei. Zeng also held the Boyang Lake and thus the water route
into Jiangxi. Down-river, moreover, the imperial forces had succeeded in
reoccupying the two great northern and southern camps. The Taipings could
still achieve victories, but they did so now largely by weight of numbers, and
these greatly increased numbers created an insoluble problem in their
relations with the population; the necessity of supplying such hosts brought
them more and more into conflict with the people.

The government forces were not only inferior in numbers. They were
also short of revenue. The first units of braves were maintained by subscrip-
tions from the gentry, but the sort of army Zeng sought to build required
vastly more money than such voluntary assistance could provide. The sale
of rank and office provided most of the funds in the earlier years. Later the
likin, a new tax on the transit of goods, became the main source of revenue,
while through his good relations with the governors of the Yangzi
provinces (eventually some of these were his own men, appointed on
his recommendation) Zeng was able to divert revenue normally due to
Beijing.

In Nanjing, after the fratricide, an attempt was made to create a new rebel
leadership. The forces were reorganized into four armies. New commanders
were found, among them Li Xiucheng, probably the most able of all the
Taiping generals. In 1858 he destroyed the great northern camp once more
and defeated a Qing relief force from the great southern camp. He made an
alliance with the Nian rebels in Anhui and with their assistance was able to
re-establish control over the southern part of the province, the main source
of supplies for Nanjing. At the same time, the attempts of the other Taiping
armies to re-conquer the middle Yangzi ended in defeat when Zeng Guofan’s
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fleet broke out of the Boyang Lake to take Jinjiang. This marked the end of
Taiping naval power.

In 1859 the rebellion entered a new phase, with the arrival at Nanjing of
Hong Rengan. A cousin of Hong Xiuquan, he had been among the original
converts. When Hong and Feng had moved to Guangxi, Rengan being
younger than the others had remained behind to look after family affairs. In
1852 he went to Hong Kong and became a Christian catechist. His relations
with Protestant missionaries were close and from them he learned much
about Western ways of life. He added to his classical Chinese education some
knowledge of western mathematics and the sciences. In 1854 he made
an attempt to reach Nanjing via Shanghai, but he could not convince the
Short Sword rebels (who then held the city) of his identity. In 1859 he
tried again and succeeded. Hong Xiuquan warmly welcomed him: the two
had been brought up as brothers. Rengan was immediately given supreme
power.

He had three aims: to purify Taiping Christianity, to launch a Westernized
reform programme, and to extend rebel power to the coast and ally with the
foreign powers. His Christianity was orthodox and well informed. He began
patiently to correct the grosser errors of Hong Xiuquan, though never
attempting to dispute the validity of the Heavenly Emperor’s religious experi-
ence. His general policies were outlined in a long memorial which Hong
Xiuquan accepted. His first aim was to restore Nanjing’s power by the
centralization of political and military authority, and by setting up an inde-
pendent accounting system of the Western kind in order to eradicate corrup-
tion. He believed that central authority would be strengthened by the
establishment of local elections, by the encouragement of newspapers and by
the use of ‘secret boxes’ in which citizens could deposit their suggestions. He
proposed that families should no longer be regarded as sharing the guilt of
an individual member, and that individual rights should in general be upheld.
He wanted the protection of children against infanticide and against being
sold into service, and the abolition of foot-binding, extravagant ceremonial,
and long nails. He advocated a government health programme, social relief
for the disabled and distressed, and the creation of new charitable and
educational institutions.

His economic programme looked forward to the building of highways,
railways, and steamships; the promotion of mining; the establishment of
banks, insurance companies, and a postal system; and the encouragement of
scientific progress and of innovation protected by patents. In fact, he replaced
Hong Xiuquan’s Zhou Li utopia with a vision of practical development under
democratic forms.

The realization of this vision required contact with the Western powers.
In his military planning Rengan therefore looked east to Shanghai rather
than west to Wuhan and Changsha. He was nevertheless well aware of the
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importance of holding the quadrilateral round Nanjing. Luzhou had by then
been exposed by the treachery of Li Xiucheng’s Nian allies, Anqing was
under pressure from the Hunan braves, and the two great camps had again
been restored by the imperialists.

Rengan could not easily enforce a united strategy on the Taiping
commanders, whose first priority was the defence of their own supply areas.
Li Xiucheng’s troops lived off the area east of Nanjing, Chen Yucheng’s
army off the area round Anqging. Rengan’s strategy had to take account
of this position. The plan of campaign in which he reconciled these
discordant interests was ingenious. Li Xiucheng would move further east into
the coastal provinces; this would enlarge his own territorial base, but would
also draw off imperial troops from the great southern camp. He would then
swing back to crush the camp. With the pressure on Nanjing relieved,
with increased supplies from Jiangsu and Zhejiang, and perhaps with steam-
ships bought on the coast, an attack would then be launched to the south-west
by Li Xiucheng moving up the right bank of the river, and Chen Yucheng
moving parallel on the left bank, to meet at Wuhan, draw the imperial forces
off Anqing, and re-establish control of the middle Yangzi. With the Taiping
rear thus restored, the coastal areas would be attacked and the coastal cities
occupied.

The first stage of the plan went well. Li Xiucheng took Hangzhou, and
when a relieving force had left the southern camp he doubled back by forced
marches and took the weakened camp by surprise. The expedition to the
south-west was then launched, but failed. Li Xiucheng did not unite with
Chen Yucheng; according to his own later account he found the river in
spate, and could not even get messengers over, far less take his troops across.
He turned aside into Jiangxi. Chen, left alone, was forced to withdraw.
Angqing fell to the imperial forces and Li’s subsequent conquests in the coastal
areas were inadequate compensation. Both Zeng Guofan and Hong Rengan
were in agreement that Li’s decision to pull out of the Wuhan campaign was
the most serious military error the Taipings had ever made.

The Foreign Powers and the Taipings

When Li, with a new army of Triads, recruited in Jiangxi, overran most of
southern Jiangsu, again marched east and approached Shanghai the attitude
of the foreign powers became for the first time a factor in the situation.
Hitherto the question of neutrality or intervention had been largely theor-
etical. Foreign interests had not been directly threatened. The first foreign
reactions to the rebellion had been generally favourable. It appeared to have
begun from the resistance of Chinese Christians to religious persecution, and
then broadened into a nationalist revolution. On both counts the rebels could
expect Western sympathy. Governments, however, took a narrower view:
only if the Taipings could set up a viable government, and if that government

—
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provided acceptable conditions for trade, would it enjoy favour. The religious
issue cut no ice with the British Board of Trade.

When the Taipings took Nanjing in 1853 the British were wrestling with
the stubborn resistance of the Canton authorities to the full implementation
of the 1843 Treaty of Nanjing. Any prospect of an alternative to the existing
dynasty seemed inviting. Sir George Bonham, Governor of Hong Kong and
Chief Superintendent of Trade, went in person to Nanjing within weeks of
the Taiping occupation.

He was not impressed. He saw nothing to suggest that the rebels were
capable of founding an effective government. He saw little sign of trade.
As far as future relations between Nanjing and foreign governments were
concerned, Taiping messages were conflicting. While on the one hand the
foreigners were greeted as brothers in Christ, on the other the formal proc-
lamations of the new government were expressed in the traditional and
unacceptable language of universal empire (the only diplomatic language
they possessed), and so cast doubt on their fraternal professions. If the
tolerant Bonham could take a sour view of the rebels in 1853, when they
were more favourably regarded than they would ever be again, it is not
surprising that by 1860 foreign governments were hostile, or that opinion in
the Treaty Ports offered little opposition to this hostility.

The first breach of neutrality did not express a change of policy. When in
July 1860 Li Xiucheng’s army took Songjiang, 25 miles from Shanghai.
British troops were actually at that moment marching on Beijing in a third
war which had proved necessary in order to enforce the treaty wrested from
the unwilling Emperor in the second (see chapter 4). The decision to defend
Shanghai against Li was not an expression of hostility to the Taipings, but
simply of a determination to keep the rebels out of the city and prevent a
repetition of the chaotic situation after 1853 when the Triad Short Swords
had held it. Indeed the initiative in persuading the foreign governments to
use their troops against the Taipings came not from foreign Treaty Port
interests, but from Chinese refugee gentry and the Chinese trading community
in Shanghai. Li Xiucheng was driven off with heavy casualties in a battle
before the walls of Shanghai against British marines with artillery.

By then the situation was changing. The Treaty of Tianjin, just confirmed
by the third war, in 1857 gave the British access to the Yangzi and to Wuhan
and the rebellion was preventing the peaceful enjoyment of this access. A few
months later Yixin (Prince Gong) came to power in Beijing. He was prepared
to listen to the advice of the British envoy, Frederick Bruce. Bruce in turn
fully supported Yixin, and was determined to see the Taipings destroyed. His
dispatches show an unrelenting hostility towards them. Tt was entirely due
to Bruce that Hong Rengan’s plans for the development of China, on lines
which should have been of great interest to any British government of
the time, received no serious attention. Bruce dismissed Rengan’s reform



74 The Taiping Rebellion, 1850-1864

memorial, A New Work for Aid in Government, a copy of which had been
sent to each of the foreign consuls-general, as “a crafty device to conciliate
the support and sympathy of the missionary body at the time when the
insurgents meditated the seizure of Shanghai’.

There was by then much less reason than before to suspect Taiping inten-
tions. Their tariff policy was reasonable. Under Li Xiucheng the Suzhou silk
trade actually expanded. The British were permitted to buoy the Yangzi
channel, and were freely given a coaling station on the Yangzi in Taiping
territory. Foreigners were less molested, on the whole, by rebel soldiers than
by the Hunan braves, against whose hostility even Bruce himself was forced
to protest to Zeng Guofan. Hong Rengan voluntarily granted foreigners a
sort of extraterritorial jurisdiction, putting his missionary mentor Isaachar
Roberts (whom he had invited to Nanjing) in charge of a special court. He
asked for missionaries to come to Suzhou and offered them freedom to preach
in the interior. Around Shanghai and in Ningbo the Taiping authorities
behaved with extraordinary forbearance in the face of provocations, inspired
by Bruce, which disgusted even the Treaty Port communities themselves.

Bruce’s implacable hostility had the further serious consequence of weak-
ening Rengan’s position at the Nanjing court. There he was dependent on
the favour of an Emperor whose mind had virtually failed, and he was at the
mercy of the Emperor’s vicious brothers. He had scant control over the
Taiping generals. A very little foreign recognition and foreign assistance
would have gone a long way to strengthen the hand of the only man in China
whose vision of the country’s future coincided with that of the Westerners.
But thanks almost entirely to Bruce, Britain was now committed, against the
better judgement of many of its servants in China, to support of the con-
servative Manchus.

In June 1861 Bruce wrote to Russell the Foreign Secretary arguing that
the rebellion was destructive and futile as well as blasphemous and immoral,
and recommending that neutrality be ended. T. T. Meadows, the most
persistent defender of the Taipings in the British service and undoubtedly
better informed than any of his colleagues, protested to Russell against this
view. He was forbidden to have any further contact with Nanjing.

The first consequence was that a force of Filipinos, Chinese, and British
deserters raised by the American mercenary Ward, already employed by the
imperial authorities in Jiangsu against the Taipings (a force hitherto regarded
with suspicion and irritation by the British, who had twice arrested Ward),
was now countenanced and encouraged. The French formed a similar force.

The rebels had agreed not to attack Shanghai for a year in the hope that
they could meanwhile persuade the foreign powers to revert to neutrality.
When the year was up Li Xiucheng again approached the city and, after a
request to the foreigners to remain neutral, attacked. Ward’s ‘Ever-Victorious
Army’ (his force had been given this flattering title by the grateful Chinese
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authorities), assisted by British and French troops, repulsed the attack. Li
successfully counter-attacked and cleared the way to Shanghai, which he
assaulted twice more in June and August 1862. But foreign artillery proved
decisive. The British and the French were now fully committed to inter-
vention. Captain (later General) Charles Gordon was seconded from the
British army to command the force created by Ward, with full supplies of
British arms, including heavy artillery.

Yet foreign intervention was of a limited nature and short duration. This,
however was not due to reluctance on the part of the foreign governments.
It was the Chinese officials who set the limits, using both their own authority
in the area and constant appeals to Beijing to prevent any dangerous escal-
ation of foreign involvement. Li Hongzhang, who had risen to power in
Anhui and Jiangsu (in much the same way as Zeng Guofan in Hunan), along
with Zuo Zongtang in Zhejiang, were forced by their desperate circumstances
to accept foreign help; but Zeng Guofan, who had been given extraordinary
powers after the second fall of the great southern camp and was now in
supreme command of the whole war against the rebels, was determined that
while foreign forces might be allowed to assist in the coastal areas they would
not be permitted to take part in the main campaign against Nanjing.

Given the consequently limited nature of foreign intervention, it would be
difficult to argue that this intervention was the decisive factor in the defeat
of the rebellion. In fact no intervention took place as long as there seemed
to be any hope that the rebels could win. It was Taiping weakness and the
perpetuation of the disorder which this weakness entailed rather than Taiping
strength which the British feared.

The Taiping forces were stretched too far. While they were operating in
Jiangsu and Zhejiang, Zeng Guofan’s brother, Zeng Guoquan, met little
resistance as he moved in on Nanjing. Luzhou had already fallen in 1862,
leaving Nanjing exposed to attack from the west. Zeng Guoquan’s troops
established themselves boldly under the walls of Nanjing, where the Hunan
braves dug themselves in and resisted forty days of Taiping bombardment
with rockets and explosive shells. Li Xiucheng returned, bringing his entire
family with him as a pledge of loyalty. But by the winter the walls had been
mined and breached. Although the imperial forces had failed to enter against
the fierce resistance of the defenders, who were now reduced to the original
hard core of Guangxi converts, prolonged resistance was impossible. Li
Xiucheng urged the Heavenly Emperor to leave the city. He refused. In July
1864 he died, whether poisoned by his own hand or as a result of disease
brought on by the privations of the siege is not known.

In that same month Nanjing fell. So ended the longest, fiercest and most
destructive war of the nineteenth-century world. A million insurgents were
under arms. An area as great as that of France and Germany combined was
devastated and much of it depopulated. No quarter was given, and none
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asked for; a hundred thousand Taipings died in Nanjing rather than surren-
der. Almost none survived.

Their religion died with them and left no trace. Their projected political
and social revolution, if that was what they had truly intended, was not
seriously attempted, although sheer devastation and loss of life did actually
reduce the power of the landlords somewhat in the main areas of fighting.
The Taipings, however, left behind them the myth of a mass uprising inspired
(apparently) by millennial egalitarian dreams, to provide China’s later social-
ist leaders with the substance of a heroic tradition; but by the same token the
struggle created an alternative opposing myth, of the ability and the duty of
Confucians to resist such insurrection. If Hong Xiuquan inspired Mao
Zedong, Zeng Guofan equally inspired Chiang Kaishek.




4

CONFLICT WITH THE WESTERN
POWERS, 1843-1861

Anglo-Chinese Relations, 1843—1857

In our concern with the events of the Taiping Rebellion, we have passed over
the events of China’s relations with the foreign powers from 1843 to 1860.
We now return to these.

Before 1843 the community of foreign merchants at Canton had argued
that expansion of trade with China was prevented only by certain political
obstacles. These had now been removed. Traders had access, although only
indirectly, to the most populous parts of China, and so to a market which,
in the number of potential consumers, was as large as British India. It was
not unnaturally assumed that in China the products of the power-looms of
Lancashire would compete successfully with the products of China’s hand-
looms.

British traders plunged into this new market with high hopes and a total
lack of market research. Before the new ports were even officially opened
they were swamped with Indian cotton yarn and British cotton piece-goods.
The merchants combined to try to maintain prices, but as more ships hove
up over the horizon they were forced to sell at heavy loss. After an initial
expansion in 1843, trade contracted. It was not until 1856 that the legal trade
once more achieved the level of 1843. The Select Committee of the House of
Commons on Commercial Relations with China, 1847, accepted that trade
had languished and that losses of 30-40 per cent were normal. The Lancashire
branch of Jardine & Matheson, Matheson & Scott—who should have made
a profit if anyone could—wrote to their parent firm in Hong Kong in 1847
that ‘all our transactions in your quarter have so far been attended by heavy
loss’.

The general opinion was that China’s balance of trade severely limited her
capacity to buy British goods. The markets for her tea and silk were not
unlimited. Attempts to introduce Chinese sugar and grass-cloth fibre to the
international market failed.

In 1852 Rutherford Alcock, the conscientious consul at Shanghai, wrote a
report which explained with despairing candour the nature of British trade
with China. He explained how Britain’s commerce with China and India,
then worth a total of £23 million, depended entirely on the illegal opium
trade as the source of funds with which Chinese produce was bought and
with which India settled her trading account with Britain:
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What cordial relations of amity or commerce are possible under such conditions?
Our whole trade is one of sufferance and compulsion, and by force alone can be
maintained . ..

The same merchant who builds a large and splendid house of business at one of
the five ports under the provisions of the Treaty, for the ostensible sale of our
manufactured goods, and for the purchase in return of tea and’silk ... keeps a large
and well-armed opium ship some short distance below the anchorage to supply him
by the proceeds with funds at an advantageous rate wherewith to purchase these
same teas. He makes an order for drug, which circulates with the same facility as a
bank-note, and with that (added to the smaller quantity of longcloths sold) he
concludes his bargain for a chop of tea or a hundred bales of silk; and not seldom at
a rate which leaves no margin of fair profit. The only profit is made either on opium,
the tea, or the silk, and only in prosperous seasons upon all. Rarely indeed to any
amount upon our million and a half of manufactures.

Alcock’s conclusion was that the opium trade should be legalized, at a tax
sufficiently low to make smuggling unprofitable, but sufficiently high to
discourage consumption. This at least would have removed the anomaly that
in every transaction, one part was legal and the other illegal, with all the
corruption and violence which were bound to follow.

The implicit assumption in his letter was that the legal import trade was
limited simply by the loss of silver spent on the import of opium. Most
contemporary comment was in agreement; the Select Committee on Com-
mercial Relations with China reached this conclusion, British governments
accepted it, and the new and influential Economist publicized the view. There
was one dissenting voice. Mitchell, in the service of the new Hong Kong
government, had in 1854 submitted to Sir George Bonham, as Governor of
Hong Kong, a report on his own investigation of the British textile trade with
China. Bonham, for unknown reasons, did not forward it to Westminster; it
remained unread in the Hong Kong archives until the Earl of Elgin as envoy
to China found it in the course of the Second Anglo-Chinese War—a war
which conceivably might never have occurred had Mitchell’s conclusions
been known to the British Government and accepted then, as they were to
be thereafter, as proof that the prospect of a vast Chinese market for British
cottons was an illusion which British policy should not encourage.

Mitchell began by pointing out that of some £15 million representing the
legal trade with China in 1854, and the revenue accruing from it, only a mere
£1.5 million was represented by exports to China of British manufactures, a
sum little larger than British exports to Naples. And the exports to China
had actually decreased by £250,000 since 1843. He then gave his analysis. It
contradicted the assumption that the Chinese hand-loom weaver was bound
to fall victim to the superior cost-efficiency of the steam-driven loom:

The first thing that should have been borne in mind at the opening of our new trade
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in 1843 was this: that we were about to start in competition with the greatest
manufacturing people in the world . ..

I would first of all observe that during nearly ten years of uninterrupted residence
in this country ... I have never yet seen a Chinaman wearing a garment of our
longcloth, who had to get his daily bread by his daily labour ... and the bare fact
proves that there is something radically ill-adapted in the nature of our goods to the
great bulk of this population . ..

Our longcloth is partially worn by the wealthier classes throughout the maritime
cities, as indoor dishabille ... but ... they wear it because it happens to fall in their
way and is cheaper, for such subordinate purposes, than their own materials . ..

Nothing could more clearly evince the light estimation in which our shirtings are
held by this people ... than the fact that the silk of those years went home to London
packed in wrappers of Manchester longcloth!

The Chinese only take our goods at all because we take their teas ... we bring the
Chinese nothing that is really popular among them, except our opium ... Opium is
the only ‘open sesame’ to their stony hearts, and woe betide our trade the day we
meddle with it.

The best mode of illustrating the question will be by a single example taken from
the province with which I am best acquainted, that of Fukien, and I would beg to
direct the particular attention of the Board of Trade to the beautiful and simple
economy of it . ..

The Fukien farmer, among his other crops, raises a certain proportion of sugar . ..
This sugar he disposes of in the spring to a trader at the nearest seaport, who ships
it to Tientsin or some other northern port during the summer monsoon, undertaking
to pay the farmer for it, part in money, and part in northern cotton when his junk
returns . . .

When the harvest is gathered, all hands in the farmhouse ... turn to carding,
spinning and weaving this [northern] cotton, and out of this homespun stuff, a heavy

and durable material, ... they clothe themselves; and the surplus they carry to the
market town ... the manufacture varying from the coarsest dungaree to the finest
nanking, all ... costing the producer nothing beyond the raw material, or rather the

sugar he exchanged for it.

So far back as 1844 I sent musters of this native cloth, of every quality, home to
England, with the prices specified, and my correspondents assured me that they could
not produce it in Manchester at the rates quoted, much less lay it down here . ..

The further history of British exports of cottons to China bears out Mitchell’s
analysis; the trade was never more than a small fraction of the magnitude of
British trade in the same goods with India, and never more than a trivial
percentage of total British exports of cotton goods. The Chinese peasant-
weaver defeated Lancashire’s machines.

If the high British expectations of an expanding and profitable trade were
disappointed, so too were the equally buoyant hopes that a friendly modus
vivendi could be developed on the basis of the Nanjing treaty. Events were.
in fact, to repeat the pattern of before the Opium War by which amicable
intentions were transformed into frustration, threats, and military action.
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At first the auguries seemed favourable. At Beijing Muchanga supported
Qiying throughout the Nanjing negotiations and continued to support him
when he was commanded to remain at Canton in charge of foreign relations.
Qiying persisted in the policy of attempting to soften British demands by
professions of warm personal friendship for the British representative. These
professions, as he was careful to inform Beijing, were qurte insincere: he was
merely playing the Confucian gan-ging (warm sentiments) card, the only
promising card in China’s very weak hand. Yet Qiying was undoubtedly
sincere in his belief that good personal relations could allay the barbarian
threat. In committing himself to this policy he risked accusations of treason-
able relations with the enemy, and so risked his life. One cannot in these
circumstances doubt the strength of his convictions. And one must note that
they were matched on the British side by similar opinions. Both sides—for
the moment—regarded the development of day-to-day amicable relations as
the solution.

[t was the population of Canton who ruined this prospect by their implac-
able opposition to British entry into the city. There is an irony here: free
entry into and residence within the ports of trade was one of the conditions
upon which the British insisted strongly, and yet at all the other ports the
new foreign communities soon showed a preference for the suburbs, where
they could maintain more easily their own standards of public hygiene and
where they would be beyond the incessant noise of the Chinese city.

Such were the simple motives which led to the founding of the Foreign
Concessions. It was circumstances at Shanghai, and not imperialist plans,
which led to these small areas of foreign residence being withdrawn from
Chinese administration. Before 1853 the foreign settlement there consisted
of about 150 establishments. There were no Chinese residents other than
servants and service traders. Then in 1853 the Taipings took Nanjing. Refu-
gees of all classes poured into Shanghai. Soon after, the Chinese city was
seized by the Short Sword rebels, and much of its resident population sought
protection in the foreign area. Within a year there were 8,000 Chinese resid-
ences, and no means of providing for either sanitation or public order. The
consuls therefore came to an arrangement with the local Chinese authorities
by which the foreign lessees of land in the foreign area would meet once a
year to consider such matters, and that this assembly would take the power
to levy rates to cover the costs of providing roads, bridges, sanitation, and
police. In this way the International Concession was created (the French,
preferring to act independently, set up their own concession). When the
precedent was followed at other Treaty Ports the negotiations were at govern-
ment level, and this gave rise to the false assumption that they represented
a deliberate and sinister invasion of Chinese sovereignty. Combined with
extraterritoriality, which was also applied to subjects of the Western powers
who were Chinese in race (and who outnumbered non-Chinese among the




Anglo-Chinese Relations, 18431857 81

foreign community which was withdrawn from Chinese jurisdiction), in the
long run the Concessions did result in an impairment of Chinese sovereignty
within the small areas concerned (the largest of these areas was only about
nine square miles), but no sinister imperialist motive was involved.

More important from this point of view was the permitted presence of
foreign warships in the Treaty Ports. These could be, and were, used against
Chinese citizens and on occasion against officials representing the Chinese
Government. Yet one must not overestimate the political consequences; the
gunboats were used to protect foreign nationals locally, and sometimes to
exact reparation for injury done to them. They were not at this time used by
the Western powers to put pressure on Chinese governments over policy
matters, other than those concerned with the safety of foreign lives and
property.

The foreigners had chosen to live outside the Chinese Treaty Ports. At
Canton, however, the foreigners had no choice; the Cantonese would not let
them inside, and so they had no opportunity to discover that perhaps here
as elsewhere they would rather be outside.

The sources of Canton’s furious hostility to the foreigners are not at all
easy to determine. Such hostility had not proved to be general throughout
the five ports. Indeed, in each port the experience of the British was different.
At Shanghai the foreign traders were welcomed before the war had even
ended. Relations were amicable enough at Amoy (Xiamen), until popular
hostility was aroused by the evils of fraud and force attendant on the emig-
ration of Chinese contract workers to the Guano Islands, and when these
evils were allayed by co-operation between the British and Chinese govern-
ments, good relations were restored. At Ningbo there was no trouble but not
much trade either. Of Fuzhou in the early years one cannot say that there
were any relations at all. There was no trade. Only when the Triad rebellion
at Canton in 1854 diverted tea supplies to the Fujian coast did some trade at
Fuzhou begin.

At Canton the hostility generated during the war continued unabated. Part
of the explanation may lie in the nature of the Cantonese themselves. They
are not noted in China for their patience. They have always worn the cloak
of Confucian deference rather lightly. Part of the explanation may lie in the
ease with which in Canton a mob could be brought together. Sir John
Davis, former East India Company supercargo, pioneer sinologist, pre-war
Superintendent of Trade, and post-war Governor of Hong Kong, exaggerated
when he claimed that the Cantonese mob was ‘the most vicious in the world’;
but the mob existed and could be manipulated. Qiying himself reported as
much to the throne.

The most probable explanation is that which the Cantonese themselves
gave. They believed that China could have been successfully defended had
the people been given arms. Further, they believed that proof of the
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effectiveness of popular military action had been demonstrated by Gough’s
apparent retreat from Canton. The movement to create a popular militia
force, begun during the war, was continued. Qiying was faced with a city in
arms, and was forced to appeal to the British to delay their entrance on the
grounds, which were undoubtedly true, that he could not guarantee their
safety. His government in Canton became steadily more unpopular never-
theless; he could justify in confidential memorials to the Court his apparently
amicable personal relations with the foreigners, but he could not give such
an explanation publicly. In 1847 an incident occurred which seriously weak-
ened his position. Six British citizens, young clerks from merchant houses,
went on a day’s expedition up-river. On landing near a village they were
attacked and murdered by the inhabitants. The British authorities demanded
justice, and Qiying executed four of the villagers. To the British the murder
of these young civilians was an act of barbarism; to the Cantonese, however,
in their state of exalted patriotism, it was a justified act of war. Qiying’s
position was becoming intolerable; repeatedly he requested the permission of
the Emperor to resign on the grounds of exhaustion and ill health, but was
repeatedly refused. Then in February 1848 permission was at last given.

The date is significant. In 1847, the last instalment of the war indemnity
having been paid, the British duly evacuated Zhoushan, which they had held
as security. The threat of a British force stationed within striking distance of
Nanjing was ended. From that date the relations between Britain and China
deteriorated. Qiying was replaced by Xu Guangqin, who made public his
sympathy with Cantonese hostility and who brought to an end all attempts
at conciliation. He was not only permitted to do so by the Court but was
loaded with honours for his resistance to foreign demands.

In 1850 the Dao Guang Emperor died. He was succeeded by his son under
the reign title Xian Feng. He was only 19. As heir apparent—no doubt
chafing at the power of Muchanga and encouraged in this by political rivals—
he had already expressed his determination to resist the foreigners. Within a
year both Muchanga and Qiying had been degraded. The British, in ignorance
of Chinese conventions, had given the young Emperor an opportunity to get
rid of both by addressing letters to them personally and so laying them open
to a charge of seditious correspondence. In reality, however, the turning-
point in policy had already arrived in 1847.

The British were not unduly perturbed. Relations elsewhere were accept-
able, though the profits of trade had been disappointing. That they had not
relinquished their hope of peaceful development was shown by an unusual
appointment made to the consular service in China in 1847, an appointment
which can only be explained by continued British faith in conciliation. That
it was made by Palmerston, so much associated with the ready use of force
to maintain British interests, makes it all the more significant. Dr John
Bowring was appointed consul at Canton, in circumstances which indicate
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that this post—a humble one for so distinguished a man—was meant to be
an apprenticeship for the Chief Superintendency. Bowring was not a career
diplomat, but a West Country ironmaster. He was a man of wide culture and
many languages who had been since 1830 Britain’s principal international
apostle of free trade. He was an evangelical in religion, the author of the still
well-known hymn, ‘In the Cross of Christ I Glory’. He had linked religion
with commerce in an aphorism which will seem wholly blasphemous only to
those who have forgotten Europe’s mercantilist wars and the nineteenth-
century hope that the end of mercantilism would mean the establishment of
perpetual peace: ‘Jesus Christ,” proclaimed Bowring, ‘is Free Trade, and Free
Trade is Jesus Christ.” In this spirit, he helped to found the Peace Society.
He was well known in British intellectual life: he was one of Bentham’s
literary executors and had edited the first numbers of the Westminster Review;
he was a friend of Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley.

Bowring accepted enthusiastically the current idea that the problems of
relations with China could be solved by friendly day-to-day relationships
over practical concerns. He believed that his talents and experience qualified
him to achieve this, and his record supported the possibility. Yet he proceeded,
within ten years, to bring about a second war with China almost single-
handed, a war which disgusted his government by the triviality of its cause
and the merchants by its ill timing, for trade had at last begun to be profitable.

Had Bowring served his consular probation in Shanghai instead of in the
south, the subsequent history of British relations might have been different.
In Shanghai, something like a modus vivendi was indeed being developed
around a new institution, the Imperial Maritime Customs, which had not
been anticipated in the Treaty of Nanjing, was entirely the product of an
emergency, and was at first regarded with deep suspicion by both the Chinese
and British governments.

In its attempts at Nanjing to create a system acceptable to the Chinese, the
British Government had imposed on British consuls in China the unpre-
cedented responsibility of ensuring that British merchants met their tax
obligations. This arrangement was explicitly stated to be a replacement for
the abolished system of security merchants. In this way, the British conceded
something to Chinese concepts of group responsibility. The consuls were also
at first empowered to report to the Chinese authorities any case of smuggling
by British subjects which came to their notice, and to seize and impound
smuggled goods (which were meant to include opium); but as the other
treaty powers imposed no such responsibility on their consuls Palmerston—
invoking the most-favoured-nation clause—eventually relieved the British
representatives of this charge.

When in 1853 the Taipings took Nanjing trade was paralysed and, silver
being unobtainable, the foreign merchants were unable to pay their taxes on
trade. In the same year, 1853, when Shanghai itself was seized by the Short
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Sword secret society the Chinese customs house ceased to operate. Consul
Alcock ordered British merchants to pay their tariff dues into the consulate
in cash or bills. The Chinese local authorities resisted this, but their attempt
to solve the problem by setting up transit-duty stations inland was contrary
to the treaty because this could have been used to circumvent the treaty tariff.
On the British side the question was whether or not, under international law,
customs duties were owed to a government which had ceased to govern the
area concerned and could not offer protection. The Privy Council ruled that
the duties were still owed; and it was with the promise of payment to the
Chinese authorities on the British IOUs held by the consul that Alcock was
able to persuade the Chinese to accept the idea that the collection of duties
should be supervised by a foreign appointee. It was in order to relieve honest
traders from the disadvantage of having to compete with those who were
willing to smuggle and able to do so through the absence (or the venality) of
the Chinese customs officials—a possibility which threatened the basis of the
treaty system. Three inspectors representing Britain, France and the United
States were appointed, but the predominance of British trade put the real
authority in the hands of the British inspector. Analogy with India, where
the assumption of supervision of the Bengal revenues by the East India
Company had proved to be the first step towards British political control, is
tempting but misleading. Lord Clarendon, Palmerston’s successor as Foreign
Secretary, ruled firmly that the appointment of the inspectors, as employees
of the Chinese Government, was entirely a matter for that government. They
were thereafter so appointed, and proved faithful servants; some proved
indeed to be more Chinese than the Chinese themselves in upholding the
rights of the Empire.

This was the origin of the Imperial Maritime Customs, which were there-
after administered with a degree of honesty of which the Chinese magistracy
at that time was regrettably incapable. The taxes on foreign trade which had
hitherto gone for the most part into the pockets of local officials now reached
the Government, to provide a new and ever-growing source of revenue. The
inspectorate also provided advice based on a knowledge of Western interests
and of international law. The customs service has been condemned by modern
Chinese nationalists as yet another serious loss of Chinese sovereignty. It
could perhaps be better seen as an example of means by which the benefits
of modern administrative efficiency could be extended to pre-modern govern-
ments without a significant loss of sovereignty.

The Origins of the Second War

It was not, however, until China had suffered further defeats that Beijing
became reconciled to the creation of systematic co-operation of the kind
foreshadowed by the new customs service. In fact China’s policy after 1847
deliberately created a sort of “Catch-22’ for the foreign powers. The Emperor
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supported the policy of the Canton authorities of giving no interviews to
foreigners except under duress; at the same time he ordered the authorities
at the other ports to refer all matters of foreign policy to Canton.

An attempt was made to find a way out of this impasse by using the pretext
of a forthcoming revision of the Treaty of Nanjing and of the parallel treaties
made between China and powers other than Britain. The American Treaty
of Wangxia provided for revision after twelve years, and Great Britain
claimed the same right under the most-favoured-nation clause. In 1854 an
attempt was made to open negotiations. Some of the provisions of Nanjing
had not worked altogether well, and some of them had been evaded by the
Chinese authorities.

The travels of Bowring (now accompanied by the US representative
McLane) in his attempts to open negotiations for revision wearily repeated
those of Elliot in the opening stages of the Opium War. The Governor-
General at Canton, Ye Mingshen, obstructed all attempts to discuss the
subject. Bowring and McLane therefore went to Shanghai in the hope that
they could communicate with Beijing through the authorities there. After
delays, they were persuaded by the Governor, Qierhanga, that an edict had
been sent to Ye Mingshen at Canton ordering him to treat. Bowring and
McLane, with this assurance, returned south. There, after the usual evasions
and frustrations, they learned that Ye had no powers to negotiate more than
trivial changes. Bowring and McLane boarded ship again, and sailed for
Shanghai once more. There they informed the Governor that they were going
north to the Beihe and would expect to be met by an official having full powers
to negotiate. Arriving in the north, they were met by a salt commissioner who
‘just happened’ to be in the neighbourhood, and who agreed to inform the
Court—unofficially—of their proposals. They were then invited to occupy a
palatial encampment already prepared; it was, however, miles from any
habitation, and such Chinese citizens as curiosity attracted to the scene were
driven off with whips.

The proposals put by the British and American governments were similar,
except that the American document did not, as did the British, include a
request for legalization of the opium trade; McLane personally agreed with
the now general opinion that legalization was the only possible solution, but
his government would not support him. Some clauses were directly concerned
with Chinese failure to maintain certain sections of the treaties. An additional
export tax had been put on tea, in contravention of the treaty tariff. Inland
transit dues were also (it was strongly suspected) being used to increase taxes
on foreign trade. The foreigners had still not achieved access to Canton.
Their chief representatives in China still did not have regular access to the
chief provincial authorities, especially at Canton. Other clauses dealt with
problems which had been revealed since the treaties were put into operation;
they proposed changes, but on the basis of the existing treaties. These
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proposals covered regulation of China’s chaotic currencies; arrangements
for co-operation to suppress piracy; regulations for emigration by Chinese
labourers; and better co-operation from the Chinese authorities in legal
disputes over the foreign renting of property, which was made almost imposs-
ible around Canton by gentry opposition.

The rest of the proposals represented hopes of further improvement of
relations and extension of trade, but to be brought about by negotiation and
not under the threat of force. First, a request for a resident minister in
Beijing; the foreign plenipotentiaries were convinced that the lack of direct
communication with the capital could in the end result only in renewed
possibility of war. Second, a proposal for the opening of Tianjin as a treaty
port, if necessary by surrendering the right to trade at Ningbo. Third, a
proposal—put in more for form’s sake than out of any real hope or expecta-
tion—for the free opening of the interior of China to foreign travel and
residence. Finally the British draft, but not the American, invited discussion
of the possible legalization of the opium trade.

The envoys waited for five days in their tented village at the Beihe before
receiving the imperial reply. It was a refusal to discuss any point of substance.
‘In all these matters, existing arrangements must be adhered to .. . impossible
to permit ... change would be inconvenient ... already covered by existing
treaty stipulations. ...’ Even those demands which concerned breaches of the
existing treaties were waved away; in particular, entry to Canton was refused.
That this reply was an act of conscious defiance is strongly suggested by the
fact that after Bowring’s first visit to Shanghai the Intendant of Circuit, Wu
Jianzhang, who was in charge of day-to-day management of foreign trade at
Shanghai, was impeached on a charge of having embezzled the duties which
the British consul had collected when the Chinese customs post was closed
by the rebels.

The British and American governments accepted the rejection of treaty
revision without too much perturbation. There was no crisis. More dangerous
for the future, perhaps, was its effect on Bowring himself, who ever since his
arrival in China had suffered one frustration heaped on another. His very
virtues were against him. His predecessor, Sir George Bonham, who after a
lifetime of service in the East entertained no high expectations of the despotic
governments with which he dealt, could take a tolerant attitude: ‘If the
Chinese do not love us,” he wrote home, ‘it must be confessed that they have
hardly reason to; and if they often oppose us by duplicity and bad faith, is
not that the natural defence of the weak? Bowring, on the other hand,
with his passionate Christian-radical belief in the perfectibility of man, his
unusually wide cultural sympathies, and his pride in his own proven powers
of persuasion, had come to China with the highest expectations, which had
all the further to fall when he found himself faced with the obstruction offered
by Governor-General Ye Mingshen.
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Bowring’s career in Canton had begun with a muddle over protocol of the
sort already familiar. When he had informed the Chinese authorities of his
arrival he had expected to be received at least by the Superintendent of
Finances, who was by the treaty his corresponding equal. Instead the
Governor of Canton appointed a military officer to meet him in a Hong
warehouse—a double put-down: barbarian tribesmen are dealt with by
the military, and merchants belong in warehouses. In both respects, the
Governor was deliberately repudiating the precedents established by the treaty.
Bonham wrote requesting that the precedents be followed. The Governor
refused.

Within days of his arrival Bowring was immersed in the atmosphere of
rumour, misinformation, uncertainty, and anxiety engendered in Canton by
the refusal of the high authorities to communicate, and the consequent fear
and silence on the part of even those Chinese whose business brought them
into close contact with the foreigners. Bowring’s dispatches as Governor of
Hong Kong do not reveal this atmosphere, but one finds it thick and heavy
in the records of the consulate itself. Bowring had almost no opportunity to
communicate with the Chinese authorities. At one stage his hopes were raised
when, in answer to a letter requesting safe conduct for the captain of a
British ship wrecked and plundered on Hainan, at the expense of the British
Government, the Canton Governor replied with great politeness that it was
the duty of his officials to look after the comfort of the victims and that the
Chinese authorities would meet the trifling expense. Bowring failed to see in
this exceptional emphasis on benevolence the distinction which the Governor
was taking the opportunity to make between what was due from imperial
grace and favour and what would be withheld because it had been gained by
force.

Chinese policy was consistent. Its aim was as far as possible to nullify
the treaties. On the one hand, the implementation of treaty privileges was
obstructed by a sort of sullen work-to-rule which was relaxed only when
force was threatened. On the other hand, any foreign request which was
regarded as being compatible with the pre-war exercise of imperial bene-
volence was politely entertained. The response over the captain of the
wrecked lugger is one example. Another was Ye Mingshen’s willingness to
discuss the problems of currency reform. And the Court itself, in its reply to
the proposals for treaty revision, indicated that it would be possible to discuss
the question of the new tax on tea, the request for remission of duties owed
at Shanghai owing to the rebellion, and the possibility that wrong judgements
had been made in legal cases between foreigners and Chinese—all reasonable
subjects for traditional imperial benevolence.

The well-informed British official Meadows was of the opinion that the
Chinese were still quite unable to believe that the claims of the foreign leaders
to represent their distant governments were genuine. The attitude of Chinese
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officials he illustrated by a statement which he composed from many con-
versations he had overheard:

How should they be government officers? Even allowing that they have a subordinate
sovereign [wang] in their country, is it likely that he would be sending out great
numbers of his officials several months’ voyage from his own places? Does our
emperor send his officers and troops to Cochin-China, Siam and other places to the
south? No, but great numbers of our people go to these places, where they keep
together, submit to their own headmen, and often create disturbances and fight with
the natives just as the English barbarians do here. Their being sent from their own
country is mere pretence.

Chinese official correspondence tends to confirm Meadows’s view. The
issues were not described, except when it was unavoidable, in terms of
relations between two states, but only in terms of relations between China
on the one hand and on the other the individuals who acted as spokesmen
for the foreign communities. The Chinese Government dealt with them as it
would have dealt with powerful pirate chiefs. Only one Chinese statesman
had ever attempted to open correspondence with the British Government at
home, when Lin Zexu wrote his appeal to Queen Victoria to stop the opium
trade. A reply might have convinced the Chinese that they were dealing with
a government, but no reply was sent. In the case of relations with Russia the
Chinese had shown that, in spite of the theory of universal Chinese sover-
eignty, they would if necessary acknowledge the existence of another govern-
ment and treat with it as an equal. The Western governments, however, failed
fully to convince the Chinese that they were involved. From beginning to
end, the problem of the foreigners is treated in the Chinese correspondence
largely as a problem of public order.

In this sense, victory in the Opium War had failed to achieve the aim for
which the war had been fought: to reach a position in which relations between
Britain and China could be developed by peaceful diplomatic interchange
between two equal states, each acknowledging the interests, rights and
responsibilities of the other. No doubt this failure was due to China’s wilful
ignorance of the outside world. But this ignorance, in spite of the defeat
already suffered, was sustainable only through lack of an urgent motive for
learning. Only Lin Zexu and a handful of his friends had felt any such
urgency, and they had been discredited.

There was thus a strong case from the point of view of the treaty powers
for fighting the war over again. Yet no such intention is evident. The interests
in China of the treaty powers other than Britain were marginal. As for
Britain, the legal trade at last began to achieve profits in 1856 and there was
no desire to risk what had been gained. Finally the Crimean War caused the
withdrawal from China of such attention as Britain and France had hitherto

———— )
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given. In 1856 there seemed little chance of renewed hostilities with China.
The war which came was generated locally, at Canton.

When the 1854 Triad risings around Canton were put down at the end of
that year, many of the defeated rebels turned pirate. The Canton river passage
became hazardous. Disorder had driven many Chinese merchants to seek
refuge on Hong Kong, which now began to grow rapidly. At the same time
the Canton authorities chose, rather inconsistently, to treat Hong Kong as
foreign territory for purposes of commerce, with the result that Chinese
merchants could trade with Hong Kong only under licence. For both these
reasons the Hong Kong government decided to grant the right to fly the
British flag to small vessels plying between Canton and the colony. In October
1856 one such small vessel, the Arrow, while lying at Canton and flying the
British flag, was boarded by Chinese troops and its Chinese crew arrested on
suspicion of connections with pirates. Parkes, the aggressive Canton consul,
promptly demanded not only the return of the crew, but a public apology
from Governor Ye Mingshen. Bowring supported him. Although he had
several times in the past upheld China’s rights against the opinions of his
subordinates he did not do so in this instance. Perhaps he was tempted to seek
a casus belli. Ye Mingshen’s policy of obstruction had worn out Bowring’s
patience. He had already put on record his belief that ‘something harder than
brain bullets’ would be necessary at Canton. The founding member of the Peace
Society was now looking forward to war. He called the Royal Navy up-river.

When the news arrived in Britain, both government and opposition, the
one in private and the other in public, deplored these events and put the
personal responsibility upon Bowring, who was relieved of his post at the
first decent opportunity. The ministry fell to a motion of censure on the
handling of the 4rrow incident.

Returned to power in the subsequent election, however, the Government
decided to pursue the war and to take the opportunity to secure the full and
proper implementation of the existing treaties. It was hoped that the capture
of Canton and the removal of Governor Ye Mingshen from power would be
enough to force the Court to negotiate. If this was not enough a swift landing
would be made at Dagu near Tianjin supported by nine or ten gunboats, in
order to paralyse Chinese opposition without further bloodshed. It was the
first war over again. A careful distinction was made between the redress of
grievances for which the use of force was justified, and new extensions
of treaty rights which should be sought only by negotiation. The French
Government, which had decided to join with Britain after the murder in
China of two French missionaries, concurred. The American representative
Reed at first deplored war on so trivial a cause as the Arrow incident; but when
he was able to see the documents taken from Ye Mingshen’s office, which
showed conclusively that the Beijing government knew and approved of his
behaviour, Reed felt fully justified in having supported the two allies. Britain
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and France, along with the USA and Russia, sent identical notes to Beijing.

British actions, however, soon put a strain on this ad hoc alliance. After
Canton fell the plan for a bloodless coup failed when Elgin’s gunboats were
delayed, allowing the Dagu forts to be strengthened. Seymour, the naval
commander, refused to land without first silencing the forts. Serious hostilities
were made inevitable. Elgin himself, after serious study of the records of
British relations with China, had become convinced that the only way to
prevent continuing strife and perhaps repeated war was promptly to inflict
upon the Chinese the most unambiguous defeat, then to demand all that
Britain eventually sought, and to do so under the menace of renewed hos-
tilities; and—so far as the style of his negotiations was concerned—to behave
with systematic and peremptory harshness. He had decided, in fact, to exceed
his instructions.

In the north, contact was made with the Governor-General of Zhili, Tan
Tingxiang, and others before hostilities began. The Russian and American
representatives attempted to use their good offices as ncutrals to bring the two
sides together. This proved impossible because of the insuperable objection of
the Chinese to two ideas. First was the demand for a resident ambassador in
Beijing, the issue which when forced on the Chinese by Elgin was to lead to
a third war. Second was the notion that a representative of the Emperor
could be given ‘full powers’ to negotiate. When the precedent of Qiying’s
powers was raised, the mandarins declared that he had forged them. It was
when the Governor-General of Zhili finally declared that there was no way
in which he could obtain full powers that the allies, on 20 May 1858, attacked
the Dagu forts and opened the way to Tianjin.

In Reed’s discussions with the Zhili Governor-General it appeared that the
Chinese were now prepared, while rejecting the presence of embassies at the
capital, to consider the possibility of a right of direct correspondence under
seal and on equal terms with the Council of State. While rejecting the opening
of inland and river markets, they were willing to open formally the six Chinese
ports at which illegal trade (mainly in opium) was already carried on; none
of these was of any potential importance. As soon as the forts were taken
and the Grand Canal exposed, word came promptly from Beijing that two
envoys had been ordered to Tianjin with full powers. They were Manchus of
high rank, Gueiliang and Huashana. On the British side, Elgin, having
formally met them once, kept his distance and left negotiations principally
to two young members of his mission, Wade and Lay. They pressed British
demands with great harshness, and under repeated threats of renewed force.

Then Qiying suddenly reappeared and announced that he had been sent
by the Emperor to do what he could. He resumed his former blandishments.
Lay drew from his boot a copy, taken from the Canton archives, of one of
Qiying’s earlier memorials which proved the insincerity of his professions of
friendship. Qiying was reduced to tears. He left in despair, was tried for
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having deserted his post, and condemned to take his own life. In these
circumstances, the Chinese acceptance of British terms was almost the equi-
valent of unconditional surrender. To the end they protested, especially
against the admission of foreign ambassadors to Beijing.

Besides stipulating the right of a British representative to reside in the
capital, the new treaty, the Treaty of Tianjin (Tientsin), exacted a war
indemnity of 4 million taels for Great Britain; opened ten further treaty ports
in addition to the existing five; permitted foreigners to travel anywhere in
China under passport; fixed inland transit duties on foreign imports at a
maximum of 2.5 per cent ad valorem; gave freedom of movement throughout
China for missionaries; and legalized the trade in opium. Four of the new
treaty ports were on the Yangzi River, extending upstream to China’s second
capital, Nanjing. The prospect of foreign shipping on China’s most vital river
was regarded with great alarm by the Manchu government; but their greatest
horror was reserved for the prospect of foreign ambassadors at the capital.
To the Emperor himself this meant the end of the tribute system, the denial
of his claim to universal sovereignty, and the undermining of the legitimation
of imperial government. Beijing had no intention of submitting to such
dangerous humiliation. The Chinese negotiators at Tianjin assured the
Emperor that while the treaties must be accepted for the moment, ‘Your
Majesty only needs to charge your servants with mismanagement’ to reduce
the treaties to ‘waste paper’. The legalization of the opium trade was accepted
by the Chinese Government without objection, however. The authorities of
central China already admitted opium freely, imposing taxes on the trade in
order to increase revenues to be used to suppress the Taiping Rebellion.

The terms of the French treaty were similar, France obtaining an indemnity
of 2 million taels. The United States also made a new treaty. The three treaties
were assimilated to each other through the ‘most-favoured-nation’ clause.

Elgin’s performance at Tianjin, so completely at variance with his personal
character, which was as urbane as it was humane, was deliberate and calcu-
lated; but his perturbed French colleague, Baron Gros, wrote home: ‘I have
come to the view that the concessions demanded are exorbitant, and perhaps
even dangerous for England . .. I have not left my English colleague ignorant
of my belief that his government will be obliged to use force to secure the
execution of concessions obtained by force alone.” He was to be proved right.

Elgin’s cousin Frederick Bruce, who had acted as the secretary of his
mission at Tianjin, was appointed envoy to Beijing. To save the Chinese
Court the embarrassment of having to receive him publicly he was not given
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