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CHAPTER 1 WHAT IS ROCK 
MUSIC? 

Find a dictionary and look up the word 

"rock." It will say something like this: 

A form of popular music with strong vocals 
guitars, drums, and bass. 

That's a correct but dull description 

And rock music is anythina but dull 

Rock music is powerful and exciting. 

When people listen to rock music, their 

hearts beat faster. Somehow, life seems 

better when you hear your favorite band 



Throughout rock's history, one group of musicians 

influenced the musicians that came after them. 

* 

But who are the most 

important musicians 

in rock's history? 

Rock music fans will 

never stop arguing 

about this! 

Buddy Holly was the first 

musician to use two guitars, 

bass, and drums in his band 



CHAPTER 2 HOW IT ALL BEGAN 
Rock and roll came from mixing 

country music and the blues. 

The blues belonged to African-American musicians. It came 

from songs sung by African-American farm workers. 

Robert Johnson was 

a gifted Delta 
blues guitarist. 

The Delta blues 

was a type of 

blues music played 

by musicians in 

the Mississippi 

Delta area. 

Johnson only recorded 29 songs. He died in 1938 

when he was just 27. 

Johnson's music would influence future musicians such 

as the Rolling Stones, Cream, and later, Eric Clapton. 



In the 1950s, parts of America suffered from 

segregation. African-American communities were 

separc'ed ’ror w-'te co~mu~'''es. African-American 

aeop'e did not ^ave the same rights as whHe peope. 

G’fted African-American musicians 

such as How :n Wolf and Muddy 

Waters could ~ot get b'g record 

labels o ister o mem. 

So, $~c: record aoels formed 

such as King Cness and 

Aladdin. They recorded 

blues musicians and 

presented their music 

to the world. 



In the 1950s, musicians began mixing 

the blues and country music to create 

something new—rock and roll. 
/ 

On May 10, 1954, a band leader named Bill Haley 

recorded a song. It was called (We're Gonna) Rock 

Around the Clock. 

Many people think this was the first rock and roll song. 

Bill Holey and His Comets 



In 1954, rock and roll's first superstar arrived 

on the scene. Elvis Presley was a poor boy from 

Tupelo, Mississippi. 

No one had ever heard anything 

like Elvis before—young people 

loved him! However, their 

parents did not like 

his loud music 

and dancing. 

Famous EW'S Hits 

3reak Hotel 1956 

juede Shoes W56 

d Dog ^956 

hookUp 1957 

l0use Rock l957 

During his career, 

Elvis spent 80 

weeks at the 

top of the music 

charts. He 

became known 

as "The King" 

to his fans. 
9 



From the beginning, rock and roll 

music was wild and loud. 

The electric guitar became the main 

sound in this new style of music. 



Eric Clapton playing a later model 

Fender Stratocaster 

Electric guitars were built by 

craftsmen in tiny workshops. Little 

did they know that these carved 

pieces of wood would become so 

important to rock and roll music. 
11 



CHAPTER 3 
THE 1960s 

Many people believe that the 1960s was 

the best time in rock and roll's history. 

In Californio* the Beach Boys were singing about 

surfers, the beaches, hot rod cars, and young love. 

Sweeping The Nation From Coast To Coast! 

b/w Shut Down #4932 

English bands such as the Yardbirds, the Animals, 

and the Kinks were playing a type of English blues. 



In Liverpool, England, four young musicians got 

together. They formed a band called The Beatles, 

which became one of the most famous bands in 

rock history. 

Liverpool is a port city. In the 1960s, local sailors 

were bringing back records from America. 

The Beatles were influenced by American artists, 

such as Chuck Berry and Elvis. The Beatles were 

one of the first groups to write their own songs. 

Their vocals and vocal harmonies made 

every song fresh and different. 



w$m 

The Who was an English band. They came 

out of a movement called "the Mods." 

The Mods were 

English teenagers. 

They drove scooters 

and wore the latest 

fashions from London. 

The Who's sound 

was built around 

the songs and guitar 

playing of leader 

Pete Townshend. 

Townshend became famous for 

smashing up his guitars on stage 



The Rolling Stones were another English 

band that listened to American blues. 

Singer Mick Jagger and guitarist Keith Richards created 

a sound that was much bluesier than The Beatles. 

■ 

r 1 ■ *1 

The Rolling Stones are still touring today! 

The Beatles, The Who, and the Rolling Stones all 

toured America and became successful in the U.S 

In America, this was called the "British Invasion." 

15 
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the late 1960s, American 

frying out different styles of music. 
' 

i 
1 ■ 

Bands such as Love, Spirit, The Doors, 

Springfield were turning folk rock into 

. . • . f 
Psychedelic rock had a v 



In 1967, the 

Vietnam War 
was raging. 

Many young people 

were anti-war. They 

wanted a new way 

to live that promoted 

love and peace. Many 

young people became 

"hippies/' They 

listened to psychedelic 

rock bands such 

as Quicksilver 

Messenger Service 

and Jefferson Airplane. 

In the late 1960s, 

guitar players 

were beginning 

to take the electric 

guitar to new 

limits. They used 

effects such as 

fuzz and wah- 
wah pedals. 
The "Guitar Hero" 

was born. 



Jimi Hendrix was a gifted 

American guitarist. 

Hendrix had been a back-up 

guitarist for Little Richard. But Little 

Richard would not give Hendrix 

a chance—he knew Hendrix 

would be better than himself! 

H 
So, Hendrix moved to England. 

The English loved Hendrix 

and turned him into a true 

guitar legend. 

Hendrix touched many 

people's lives with his music. 

He died at the age of 27, 

but his music lives on. 
18 
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CHAPTER 4 THE 1970s 
In the 1970s, heavy metal bands created hug< 

walls of sound by turning amplifiers up to ten! 

Jimmy Page was a studio guitarist. He wanted to 

put together a band that would rule the world. 

Led Zeppelin was that band. 

They wrote amazing songs and 

were gifted musicians. 

d Zeppelin's Stairway to Heaven 

l-known that hundreds of 

tations play it every day. 



album cover 

Progressive rock 

bands, such as 

Pink Floyd, were 

also emerging. 

Progressive rock was 

more complex than 

normal rock. Bands 

used bits of classical 

music. They used 

keyboards to create 

the sounds of 

instruments such as 

violins and horns. 

In March 1973, Pink Floyd released 

The Dork Side of the Moon. The album 

stayed on the U.S. charts for 14 years! 



w 

The 1970s was also famous for "glam rock." 

Bands such as the Sweet and T. Rex wore sequins, 

satin, make-up, and six-inch (15 cm) heels. 

David Bowie puts on 

Ziggy Stardust 

make-up 

Sr rd p?p and even ,hM,er ■" 

Td hr" 
nd costumes to create these characters. 



Then, in 1 974, a new style of rock music was born 

in London—punk rock. 

The guitars were out of tune. There were no melodies. 

Sometimes the singer was singing one song while 

the band played another. Punk rock was anti-music! 

England's Sex Pistols and The Clash were the most 

popular punk groups. 

23 



CHAPTER 5 
THE 1980s 

On August 1, 1981, MTV (Music Television) 

came on the air. 

Bands such as Bon Jovi, Motley Crue, and Van 

Halen looked great on TV. Their music became 

known as "hair metal" or "glam metal." 

Guitarist Eddie Van Halen was a true quitar master. 

Other guitarists were amazed by his guitar skills. 

Musicians were now making videos of their 

performances. Now more than ever, a band's 

"look" was just as 

important as 

its sound. ' 

Eddie Van Halen 



In England, heavy metal groups such as Def Leppard, 

Iron Maiden, and Saxon became popular. 

Their music was called the New Wave of British Heavy 

Metal (NWOBHM). 

In the 1980s, the Irish band U2 had a major impact on 

rock music. Their music was built around the voice and 

songs of Bono, and the guitar sounds of The Edge. ( 



CHAPTER 6 yjjg 

Iff/’.'- ’ 

In the cloudy, rainy city of Seattle, 

Washington, "grunge" was born. 

Grunge was a little bit punk, a little bit heavy metal. 

Grunge musicians wore shabby clothes. 

The music was moody-sounding. The songs were 

usually about being unhappy with yourself and the 

world around you. 

Bands such as Alice in Chains, Soundgarden, Pearl 

Jam, and Nirvana played grunge music. 

Nirvana in 1991 



In the UK, "Britpop" 

bands brought back 

the sounds of the 

Beatles, the Rolling 

Stones, and the Kinks 

The songs were 

catchy, and you 

could sing along 

to all the lyrics. 



CHAPTER 7 ROCK TODAY 
Today, the rock music of the past continues 

to influence new musicians. 

Thrash metal Jsands, such as Mastodon and 

Slipknot, have been influenced by Led Zeppelin, 

Black Sabbath, and Iron Maiden. 

Radiohead are a modern-day Pink Floyd. 

Bands such as The Killers, Interpol, and the 

Editors.are taking the punk rock of the 1970s 

and turning it into something new. 



Grunge has become post-grunge with bands such 

as the Foo Fighters, Collective Soul, and Seether. 

Female artists 

such as KT 

Tunstall, Alanis 

Morissette, and 

Gwen Stefani 

have been 

influenced 

by many 

styles of music 

including punk. 

Who will be the rock greats of the future? 

Will your favorite band be remembered in ten years? 



NEED-TO-KNOW WORDS 
amplifier A piece of 
equipment that makes sounds 
louder. An electric guitar is 
plugged into an amplifier 

bass A type of electric 
guitar with four strings and 
a lower sound than a normal 
electric guitar 

country music A style of 
American music that began 
in the 1 940s. It was originally 
played by poor, white musicians. 
It mixed little bits of the blues 
and folk music 

Delta blues Blues music 
played by musicians living in 
the Mississippi Delta area 

folk rock A simple style 
of music usually played by a 
single singer with a guitar. 
The songs are about the life of 
the singer and their community. 
Folk songs were a way to pass 
along history 

fuzz A piece of equipment 
used with an electric guitar 
to make a fuzzy sound. 
The musician operates the 
equipment using a pedal 

heavy metal A style of 
music with loud guitars and 
big amplifiers. The heavy 
metal singing style is almost 
like screaming 

influence When one 
thing shapes or has an 
effect on something else 

legend A story that is 
passed down through 
history and may be partly 
true and partly made up. 
Also, a person who has 
done something great 
and is remembered 
through history 

lyrics The words of a song 

record label A 
record company 

Vietnam war A war 
in Asia between South 
Vietnam and North Vietnam. 
The war lasted from 1 954 
until 1975. America joined 
the war to help the South 
Vietnam army 

vocal The singing part of 
a song 

vocal harmony A singing 
part of a song that is different 
to the main vocal but blends 
with it to create a new sound 

wah-wah pedal A 
piece of equipment used 
with an electric guitar to 
make a sound like crying. 
The musician operates the 
equipment using a pedal 



MORE ROCK STYLES 
New Wave—In the late 
1970s, bands such as Blondie, 
Talking Heads, and The Police 
turned punk rock into a music 
style that more people could 
enjoy and buy. This music was 
known as New Wave. 

Goth rock—The Cure played 
goth rock. They dressed up in 
black and looked like vampires. 

Garage rock—This style 
of music was played and 
recorded in garages in the 

1 960s. Today, it's back with 
bands such as The Hives and 
the White Stripes. 

College rock—This music 
grew up on college campuses 
across the U.S. and in the UK. 
College rock was a little bit 
punk and a little bit New 
Wave. It had a lot more 
melody, however. College 
rock bands include XTC, 
Edie Brickell and the New 
Bohemians, 10,000 Maniacs, 
and R.E.M. 

ROCK MUSIC ONLINE 
www.thebeatles.com/core/home/ 

A website all about The Beatles 

www.trouserpress.com 

Find out about alternative (different) styles of rock 

Publisher's note to educators and parents: 
Our editors have carefully reviewed these websites to ensure that they are suitable for children Many websites change frequently, 

however, and we cannot guarantee that a site's future contents will continue to meet our high standards of quality and educational 

value. Be advised that children should be closely supervised whenever they access the Internet 

31 
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