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Introduction

Over the years several attempts have been made to chronicle the many deaths in the
world of rock’n’roll. Without exception, these works have primarily documented
rock’s major players alongside those minor sidemen whose deaths were either
controversial or particularly sensational. Far from being a finale, death has repeatedly
reignited the careers and record sales of faded, once proud musical artists.

An entire cottage industry has sprouted up around the departed Elvis Presley whose
late-in-life excesses have been overlooked in favour in his post-mortem role of surreal
icon. Performing for throngs of adoring fans has always had its occupational hazards.
And with the unhealthy trappings that accompany rock stardom, old age is seldom the
cause of death.

The human fascination with tragedy and the subsequent theatre of voyeurism
makes us slow down to gape at the tangled metal offered by a traffic accident.
Following the demise of Kurt Cobain, there was a morbid expectation among Nirvana
fans that his widow Courtney Love would soon follow in his path. While this book does
not gloss over the unpleasant details of the deaths of Presley, Cobain and all too many
others, it does seek to avoid the “Babylon” method of cataloguing rock’s more
sensational tragedies.

When planning this book, the central concerns were who to include and what
criteria to employ. Initially, only major artists were targeted, with the secondary and
backing musicians relegated to a brief glossary. Eventually the two sections were
merged and the secondary entries substantially lengthened. While the scope of this
book is limited to hit acts within the fields of pop, rock, R&B, and to a limited extent,
blues, prominent crossover artists from other genres (jazz, reggae, gospel, country and
folk) who have impacted rock and pop music are also included.

It later became apparent that rock’n’roll would have never flourished without the
talents of peripheral figures such as Alan Freed, Brian Epstein and Bill Graham. It was
therefore necessary to include noteworthy deejays, managers, promoters, songwriters,
record company founders, A&R men and critics. A final issue was resolved when
recording artists popular only in Britain were granted the same treatment as their
American counterparts.

The methodology of researching this book was fairly straightforward. Hundreds of
rock reference books and biographies were scoured for information. With a host of
impressive tomes published in the last few years, most notably Colin Larkin’s
extraordinary eight volume Encyclopedia Of Popular Music, it has become increasingly
effortless to locate accurate source material.

While scores of newspapers and periodicals were also used, the following were
especially useful: Billboard, Discoveries, Goldmine, Guitar Player, Juke Blues, Living
Blues, Musician, The New York Times, Record Collector, Variety, and The Washington Post.
It is worth noting that many reported deaths could not be verified, and in some cases,
proved not to be true. And, sadly, many musical entertainers have doubtless passed
away without receiving their deserved fanfare, their deaths eluding the press and this
book. And, in an undertaking of this kind, it is inevitable that errors will occur.

The author and editors encourage any additions or amendments which, when
verified, will be included in future editions. Please send any correspondence to:

PO Box 2364, Akron, Ohio 44309, USA.

Nick Talevski, July 1999
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June Abbit

(JOE ABBIT, SR.)

Born Fune 3, 1932

Died November 22, 1995

Short-term member of the Fifties
doo-wop vocal group, The 5 Royales,
June Abbit did not record with the
group. One of the most popular
groups of the early Fifties, the North
Carolina-based 5 Royales evolved out
of a gospel act, The Royal Sons.
CAUSE: Unknown.

Ewart Abner

(EwART G. ABNER, JR.)

Born May 11, 1923

Died December 27, 1997

A veteran record company executive,
Ewart Abner enjoyed considerable
success at Chance, Vee-Jay, and
Motown Records. After graduating
from Howard University, Abner
worked in a Chicago record pressing
plant, before starting Chance Records
in 1950 with his former boss Art
Sheridan. Recording the finest
examples of early Chicago doo-wop,
Abner oversaw the sessions of The
Moonglows and The Flamingos. With
the shuttering of Chance in 1954,
Abner landed at the nearby Vee-Jay
Records, becoming a part owner by
1961. Here, he was instrumental in the
development of the Chicago “Soul
Sound’’ with acts such as Jerry Butler,
Dee Clark, and Gene Chandler. Abner
also had the foresight to issue The
Beatles’ first American releases, after
Capitol Records had initially passed on
the group. After gambling away record
company funds, Abner was fired in
1963. Launching his own label,
Constellation Records, Abner had
success with former Vee-Jay act Gene
Chandler. Abner briefly returned to
Vee-Jay in 1965 in an unsuccessful

ACE
attempt to revive the collapsing label.
After giving an impassioned speech at
a record industry convention in 1967,
Abner was subsequently hired by
Berry Gordy Jr. as an A&R director for
Motown, and promoted to the
position of company president in
1973. After retiring in 1975, for the
next decade Abner managed the career
of Stevie Wonder. With Berry Gordy
Jr. selling Motown in 1988, Abner was
later hired by Gordy in his new
corporation.

CAUSE: Complications related to
pneumonia. He died at Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center in Los Angeles.

Buddy Ace

(JAMES LEE LAND)

Born November 11, 1936

Died December 24, 1994

Nicknamed the Root Doctor (after one
of his hits), Texas-born R&B guitarist
and vocalist Buddy Ace recorded his
best work on Duke Records in the
Sixties. Excelling in soul ballads, his
biggest hit came in 1966 with ‘Nothing
In This World Can Hurt Me (Like
You)’. Ace belatedly released his first
album in 1991, Don’t Hurt Me No
More.

CAUSE: He suffered a heart attack
while performing in Waco, Texas, and
died soon after.

Johnny Ace

(JOHN MARSHALL ALEXANDER, JR.)
Born Fune 9, 1929

Died December 25, 1954

Early Fifties R&B balladeer and
prototype rock and roll star, Johnny
Ace was reared in a strict home by his
Baptist minister father. After dropping
out of high school near the end of
World War II, Ace was drafted into
the US Navy. Dishonourably
discharged, he spent six months in jail
on trumped up trespassing charges in
the Jim Crow South. Musically a late
bloomer, he taught himself guitar,
before switching to piano. Aggressive,
he earned a spot with the “Teen Town
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ACE

Singers” at WEIA in Memphis, the
country’s first all-black formatted
radio station. There he met deejay and
blues guitarist, B.B. King, leader of a
local, loose-knit R&B group, The
Beale Streeters, which also included
future R&B stars, Bobby ““Blue” Bland
and Junior Parker. Fronting the band
after King’s departure in late 1952, the
former John Alexander changed his
name to Johnny Ace. Recording for
Duke Records (the label newly
acquired by Don Robey), Ace scored a
string of moody, romantic ballad hits
with his fluid voice, beginning with
‘My Song’ (1952), the song a
reworked rendition of Russ Morgan’s
‘So Long’. Backed in the studio by the
Johnny Otis Orchestra, beginning in
1953, Ace’s hit run continued with
‘Cross My Heart’ and ‘The Clock’. A
huge star in the black community, Ace
broke the colour barrier with the
posthumous hit, ‘Pledging My Love’
(1955).

CAUSE: Backstage after a performance
at Houston’s City Auditorium, Ace
was playing solitary Russian roulette
on Christmas Day. There were seven
acts on the bill, including blues
shouter, Big Mama Thorton. While
another act was performing on stage,
Ace was drinking with Thorton,
several fans, and his girlfriend who was
sitting on his lap. A show-off who was
obsessed with firearms, Ace first
pointed and pulled the trigger of the
inexpensive .22 calibre Saturday night
special at two other people, before
putting the gun to his head. With only
one bullet in the chamber, he shot
himself. He died instantly. Although
Ace’s death is usually attributed to a
game of solitary Russian roulette,

he believed that the gun’s chamber
was empty. Alphabetically and
chronologically, Ace was rock music’s
true first death, and various
fictionalised stories were invented by
the rock press and by his record
company to sensationalise his death
and increase interest. Paul Simon
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recorded a song entitled “The Late
Great Johnny Ace’ on his Hearts and
Bones album (1983) which was written
as a tribute to both Ace and John
Lennon.

FURTHER READING: Salem, James M.
(1999). The Late, Great Fohnny Ace
and The Transition From R&B To
Rock’n’Roll. Urbana: University of
Illinois Press.

Barbara Acklin

Born February 28, 1943

Died November 27, 1998

A popular Chicago-style R&B singer,
Barbara Acklin first sang gospel music
at her Baptist church in her native
California. Moving to Chicago in
1957, as a teenager Acklin divided her
time between studying classical music
and singing R&B in the city’s plentiful
nightclubs. Then while working as a
secretary at St. Lawrence Records in
1964, Acklin also provided backing
vocals for a number of the label’s acts.
After recording at a competing label
under the name of Barbara Allen, she
then took a position as a secretary at
Brunswick Records in 1966. Though
initially rebuffed as a singer by label
head Carl Davis, Acklin found success
co-writing the Jackie Wilson hit
“Whispers (Gettin’ Louder)’. Teaming
with labelmate Gene Chandler, Acklin
managed her first R&B chart hit in
1968 with ‘Show Me The Way To
Go’. She then scored a pop-crossover
hit with her signature piece, ‘Love
Makes A Woman’, the title track of
her début album. Another
Acklin/Chandler duet hit, ‘From The
Teacher To The Preacher’, was
followed by several solo R&B hits
including, ‘Just Ain’t No Love’ (1968)
and ‘I Did It’ (1970). During this
period, Acklin also enjoyed
songwriting success, co-penning
several Chi-Lites hits beginning with
the ballad smash, ‘Have You Seen
Her’. Switching to Capitol Records,
Acklin scored her final major hit with
‘Raindrops’ (1974). After flirting with




ACLAND

reggae in the early Eighties, Acklin
retired from music.

CAUSE: Pneumonia. She died in
Omaha, Nebraska, while visiting a
friend.

Chris Acland

(CHRISTOPHER JOHN DYKE ACLAND)
Born September 7, 1966

Died October 17, 1996

Founding drummer of the Nineties
Britpop quartet, Lush, Chris Acland
backed the Mike Berenyi-headed
London-based group since their
inception in 1988. Ackand had
previously been a member of several
minor groups including Panik and
Infection. After releasing their début
album Scar in 1989, Lush scored
several guitar-driven, alternative chart
hits including ‘Sweetness And Light’
(1990) and ‘For Love’ (1992).
CAUSE: He committed suicide by
hanging inside a barn while visiting his
parents’ home in Cumbria, England.
He had been despondent over the
break-up with his girlfriend and the
shaky financial state of his eight-year-
old band.

Johnny Adams

(LATHEAN JOHN ADAMS)

Born January 5, 1932

Died September 14, 1998

New Orleans-born R&B/blues artist,
Johnny Adams began as a religious
singer in a pair of professional gospel
groups, The Soul Revelers and Bessie
Griffin & The Soul Consolators. But
with his searing, versatile voice, Adams
was drawn into secular R&B in the
late-Fifties after an odd episode.
Overheard singing ‘Precious Lord,
Take My Hand’ by his songwriter
neighbour Dorothy LaBostrie while in
his bathtub, Johnny Adams was
convinced to record her composition,
‘Oh Why’. With LaBostrie getting
Adams signed with Ric Records, the
retitled ‘T Won’t Cry’, became a
regional hit. Adams scored his first
national hit the following year when he

ADDRISI

recorded ‘A Losing Battle’, the song
written by his producer, Mac “Dr.
John’” Rebennack. Nicknamed “The
Tan Canary” by a New Orleans
deejay, Adams recorded for a pair of
local labels before landing at SSS
International Records in 1968, where
he enjoyed several hits including a
cover version of the much-recorded
standard, ‘Release Me’ (1968) and his
only Top 40 entry, the stunning
falsetto-laden ‘Reconsider Me’ (1969).
Not a major star until signing with
Rounder Records in 1983, Adams
jumped across several genres
including jazz and blues as he
recorded nine albums for the label,
his finest being One Foot In The
Blues and a pair of tribute albums to
Doc Pomus and Percy Mayfield.

Still wearing his trademark brightly
coloured suits, Adams was
performing until several months
before his death.

Cause: Cancer. He died in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana.

Justin Adams

Born June 1, 1923

Died Fuly 2, 1991

Popular New Orleans session guitarist
at the J&M studio, Justin Adams
backed Little Richard, Fats Domino
and dozens of other hit acts. The
talented group was headed by
bandleader and producer Dave
Bartholomew.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died in New
Orleans.

Don Addrisi

(DONALD JAMES ADDRISI)

Born December 14, 1938

Died November 11, 1984

The co-leader of the veteran pop duo,
The Addrisi Brothers, Don Addrisi
scored a pair of pop hits with ‘We’ve
Got To Get It On Again’ (1972) and
‘Slow Dancin’ Don’t Turn Me

On’ (1977). Also a successful
songwriter, Don teamed with
brother Michael Addrisi in penning
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AHBEZ

ALEXANDER

The Association’s Top 10 ballad,
‘Never My Love’.

Causk: Cancer. He died in Los
Angeles.

Eden Ahbez

(ROBERT BOOTSIN)

Born Apnil 15, 1908

Died March 4, 1995

Brooklyn-born beatnik songwriter and
poet who penned Nat “King” Cole’s
melancholy 1948 million-selling hit
‘Nature Boy’, Eden Ahbez was a
spoken-word performing artist and
itinerant troubadour. Nicknamed both
“The Yogi”’ and “The Hermit™’, he
dressed in white sheets and preferred
to live on the streets even after earning
thousands of dollars in royalties.
Trained as a pianist, Ahbez also
composed ‘Nature’s Symphony’,
‘Sacramento’ and ‘Hey, Jacques’.
CAUSE: He was hit by a car in Sky
Valley, California.

Jim Alaimo

Born 1934

Died 1992

A member of the San Francisco rock
band The Mojo Men, Jim Alaimo
enjoyed a Top 40 hit in 1967 with ‘Sit
Down, I Think I Love You’ written
by Stephen Stills. The group was
originally led by Sylvester Stewart (Sly
Stone).

CAUSE: Heart attack.

Bill Albaugh

(WiLLiaM E. ALBAUGH)

Born 1947

Died January 20, 1999

As the drummer of the Oxford,
Ohio-based pop-psychedelic band

The Lemon Pipers, Bill Albaugh landed
in the Top 40 with the bubblegum-
styled ‘Green Tambourine’. The group
disbanded in 1969 after releasing its
second album Fungle Marmalade. Lead
guitarist Bill Bartlett later surfaced

in the hard rock group Ram Jam.
CAUSE: Undisclosed causes. He died in
Batesville, Indiana.
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Arthur Alexander

(ARTHUR BERNARD ALEXANDER, JR.)
Born May 10, 1940

Died Fune 9, 1993

Noteworthy Sixties R&B singer-
songwriter, Arthur Alexander was the
son of a semi-professional blues
player-turned-full-time-farmer, who
had discouraged his son from playing
the blues. After first joining a gospel
group called The Heartstrings, in 1955
the younger Alexander met his soon-
to-be manager, music publisher Tom
Stafford, who encouraged the teenager
to compose music. With Stafford’s
help, Alexander first recorded in a
rudimentary, make-shift, two-track
studio above an Alabama drug store.
Released on the Judd Phillips-owned
Judd Records, ‘Sally Sue Brown’ was a
local hit. Recording his own
composition, the soulful “You Better
Move On’, Alexander landed his first
pop hit. Much of his material was
made more famous by The Beatles,
including ‘Anna’, a song he wrote
about his first wife, and The Rolling
Stones, who covered ‘You Better
Move On’. After suffering through
bouts of alcohol and drug abuse,
Alexander quit music in 1975, his last
hit coming with ‘Every Day I Have to
Cry Some’. He was also angry at
record companies who had refused to
pay him royalties. Moving to
Cleveland in 1977, he worked as a bus
driver. Drawn back into music by his
colleagues in 1991, Alexander was in
the midst of a comeback at the time of
his death.

CAUSE: Suffering a massive heart
attack on Monday, June 9, he died two
days later at the Memphis Baptist
Hospital. Earlier in the week, he had
performed at the city’s Summer Lights
Music Festival. It was the third show
of a much-anticipated comeback tour.

Dave Alexander

Born June 3, 1947

Died February 10, 1975

The bassist for the Detroit-based, Iggy



ALLEN
Pop-led, proto punk-rock group The
Stooges, Dave Alexander performed
on the group’s first two albums. The
Stooges were formed by Pop in 1967
after he caught a Chicago performance
of The Doors and was motivated to
launch his own similarly styled group.
Two weeks after The Stooges débuted
at a Halloween dance at the University
of Michigan as The Psychedelic
Stooges, Alexander was added to the
group. Renamed The Stooges, the
group churned out a raw pounding
fury, a backdrop to the self-mutilating
antics of Iggy Pop; after smearing
peanut butter on his shirtless torso,
Pop would cut himself with glass and
dive into the audience. When Elektra
Records talent scout Danny Fields
arrived in Detroit intending to sign
MC5, he also signed The Stooges.
Influential though selling poorly at the
time, The Stooges’ self-titled début
album was produced by John Cale,
and was highlighted by the tracks ‘No
Fun’ and the often-recorded ‘I Wanna
Be Your Dog’. A subsequent release
Fun House (1970) also fared poorly.
Alexander was fired by Pop in mid-
1970 for taking a debilitating quantity
of drugs before a performance at the
Goose Lake Festival in Saginaw,
Michigan; he was replaced by James
Williamson. While the entire group
was abusing drugs, Alexander was an
especially heavy user. The group
disbanded the following year, and the
renamed Iggy & The Stooges emerged
in 1972. Iggy Pop was later canonised
as ‘““The Godfather of Punk”.

CAUSE: After years of alcohol and
chemical abuse, he succumbed to
pneumonia. He died in Detroit.

Bill <“‘Hoss’’ Allen

(WiLLIAM ALLEN III)

Born December 3, 1922

Died February 25, 1997

Pioneering white deejay who garnered
fame in the Fifties at WLAC in
Nashville, Bill ‘““Hoss”” Allen helped
usher in R&B music. A native of
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Gallatin, Tennessee, he attended
Vanderbilt University, and was
inspired to play R&B music after his
childhood exposure to the blues and
gospel music of his black neighbours.
CAUSE: Suffering a thoratic aneurysm
in December, he died three months
later at St. Thomas Hospital in
Nashville.

Charles Allen

Born 1942

Died May 7, 1990

Vocalist for the West Coast rock group
Pacific Gas & Electric, Charles Allen
enjoyed his biggest hit with the gospel-
styled ‘Are You Ready?’, the single
culled from their third album of the
same name. Formed in 1968, the
group mixed gospel, soul and rock.
With the group experiencing frequent
line-up changes, Charles Allen was the
last remaining original member in
1973. After switching from CBS to
Dunhill Records for their final album,
Pacific Gas and Electric, Featuring
Charlie Allen, the group added a horn
section.

CAuUsE: Unknown. He died in Los
Angeles.

Ernestine Allen

Born November 11, 1920

Died August 10, 1992

Discovered by Louis Jordan, Ernestine
Allen was the featured singer in Lucky
Millinder’s proto-R&B orchestra from
1945 to 1954, appearing on hits such
as ‘I’ll Never Be Free’ (1951) and ‘I’'m
Waiting Just For You’ (1951). Allen’s
best known solo hit came in 1947 with
‘Let It Roll’. Backed by talented
saxophonist King Curtis, Allen in
1961 recorded the fine album, Ler It
Roll. She retired from the music
industry soon after.

CAUSE: Heart attack. She died at her
apartment in Harlem.

Janna Allen

Born May 12, 1957
Died August 25, 1993
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Songwriter who composed several Hall
& Oates hits including ‘Kiss On My
List’, ‘Private Eyes’ and ‘Did It In A
Minute’, Janna Allen also provided
material for Cheap Trick, Peter Wolf,
and Louise Goffin.

Causk: Leukaemia. She died in
Millbrook, New York.

Lee Allen

Born Fuly 2, 1925

Died October 18, 1994

A classically trained musician, Lee
Allen was a talented, much in-demand
session saxophonist at the famed J&M
Studios in New Orleans. There he
backed R&B greats such as Little
Richard and Lloyd Price. As a solo act,
Allen’s biggest hit came with ‘Walking
With Mr. Lee’ (1956). Also a member
of Fats Domino’s band beginning in
1954, he frequently recorded and
toured with the performer until 1965.
Relocating to Los Angeles, he joined
the Eighties neo-rockabilly band, The
Blasters, appearing on their first three
albums.

CaUsE: Lung cancer. He died in Los
Angeles.

Papa Dee Allen

(THOMAS SYLVESTER ALLEN)

Born Fuly 18, 1931

Died August 30, 1988

The percussionist of seminal Seventies
soul-rock band War, Papa Dee Allen
emerged from a jazz background. A
native of Wilmington, Delaware, Allen
in his teens joined a band led by jazz
trumpeter Clifford Brown, and during
the Sixries Allen collaborated with a
number of major jazz acts including
Herbie Mann and Dizzy Gillespie.
Moving to California in 1967 at the
age of 36, Allen joined The Creators, a
Long Beach, California, group which
evolved into War. Originally joining as
the keyboard player, Allen switched to
congas. Signing with MGM Records
in 1970, War was hired initially as the
backing group for former Animals’
lead singer Eric Burdon. With his
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African and Caribbean polyrhythmic
style, Allen predated the World Music
movement of the Nineties. After
releasing two albums and a Top 10
single, ‘Drink The Wine’ (1970),
Burdon left the group to pursue a solo
career. Now signed with United Artists
Records, War began a fruitful string of
gold and platinum albums, beginning
with their second release, All Day
Music (1971). Allen wrote or co-wrote
most of the group’s hits including,
‘Cisco Kid’ (1973), “‘Why Can’t We Be
Friends?’ (1975), and ‘Low Rider’
(1976). One of the most popular
groups of the Seventies, War enjoyed
fanbases in both the rock and soul
communities. The group’s final pop
hit came in 1978 with ‘Galaxy’, from
the album of the same name.

CAusk: Suffering an aneurysm during
a concert at the Talk Of The Town
nightclub in Vallejo, California, he
collapsed on stage while performing
the song ‘Gypsy’. He died a short time
later.

Peter Allen

Born February 10, 1944

Died Fune 18, 1992

Australian-born cabaret singer-
songwriter and pianist, Peter Allen
penned a number of pop hits including
‘Arthur’s Theme’, ‘Don’t Cry Out
Loud’, ‘I Honestly Love You’, and his
signature piece, ‘I Go To Rio’.
Discovered by Judy Garland, he later
married her daughter Liza Minnelli.
CAUSE: AIDS-related ailment. He died
in San Diego.

G.G. Allin

(KEITH MICHAEL ALLIN)

Born August 29, 1956

Died Fune 28, 1993

A notorious underground new York
City punk-rock performer, G.G. Allin
shocked audiences with his lewd
behaviour. Born and raised in a
backwoods cabin in Littletown, New
Hampshire, Allin left his wife of five
years in 1980 to pursue music. Moving
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to Boston and then New York City, he
joined a series of counterculture bands
including Drug Whores, Sewer Sluts
and Murder Junkies. Often performing
in the nude, Allin would cover himself
in his own faeces, urine, and blood,
sometimes throwing the mixture at
audiences. Living up to his motto, ‘My
mind is a machine gun, my body is the
bullets and the audience is the target’,
Allin frequently brawled with concert
goers. Arrested over 50 times
throughout the US on various charges,
Allin spent 18 months in a Michigan
prison for aggravated assault,
convicted of slashing a female groupie
and pouring hot wax into the wounds.
He spent another year in prison in
1992. A media star late in life, Allin
appeared on the Geraldo and Ferry
Springer shows. He recorded 20
albums, the first in 1978, the last the
posthumously released Bloodshed And
Brutality For All.

CAUSE: Taking drugs with friends, he
accidentally overdosed on heroin in his
New York City apartment following a
performance at the Gas Station
nightclub. The concert ended early
when he began to fight with several
audience members and had to flee to
avoid police. Allin had promised to
one day commit suicide onstage, and
to take others with him.

Luther Allison

Born August 17, 1939

Died August 12, 1997

Arkansas-born blues guitarist Luther
Allison was exposed to blues as a child
at the home of Muddy Waters. An
unmatched live performer, Allison
toiled away in Chicago blues clubs for
much of the Fifties and Sixties, with
his mix of traditional and modern
blues. The first blues artist to sign with
Motown Records, Allison went
unnoticed outside of Chicago.
Spending much of his latter years in
Europe, Allison became a huge
overseas star, during which time he did
not record in his native US for nearly

ALLMAN

two decades. Signing with the US-
based blues label Alligator Records in
1994, he released three sizzling
albums, with 1995°s Blue Streak and
1998’s Reckless dominating the W.C.
Handy Awards.

CAUSE: Inoperable lung and brain
cancer. He was diagnosed just weeks
before his death. He died in Madison,
Wisconsin.

Duane Allman

(HowARD DUANE ALLMAN)

Born November 20, 1946

Died October 29, 1971

Guitarist and co-leader of the
pioneering Southern-rock band The
Allman Brothers, Duane Allman was a
much-copied blues-rock virtuoso.
Born in Nashville but raised in
Daytona, Allman was taught to play
guitar by his younger brother, Gregg.
His father an Army sergeant who was
killed during the Korean War, Duane
Allman dropped out of school at 15 to
work full-time in bar bands, often
gigging with his brother. In 1965, the
brothers formed a rock foursome, The
Allman Joys, releasing an obscure
single. Joining Hour Glass two years
later, the brothers recorded a pair of
commercially disastrous albums. But
with Duane Allman earning a
reputation as a masterful slide-
guitarist, he was in great demand as a
session player, backing the likes of
King Curtis and Aretha Franklin,
often recording at the Fame Studios in
Muscle Shoals, Alabama. While
performing at a party, Duane Allman
was discovered by Atlantic Records
vice-president Jerry Wexler who
bought out his contract with the hopes
of shaping the guitarist into a solo act.
Teamed in 1969 with producer Phil
Walden of Otis Redding fame, Duane
Allman resurrected Hour Glass and
the group evolved into The Allman
Brothers Band. While Duane was
originally the lead singer, the better-
suited Gregg now took over on vocals
and keyboards. The group’s début
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album garnered little airplay, but it
was followed by the classics, Idlew:ld
South (1970) and At Fillmore East
(1972). With blues-flavoured hits like
‘Whipping Post’ and ‘Midnight Rider’,
the group spawned scores of imitators
and became the pioneer band in the
Southern rock movement of the early
Seventies. Eric Clapton invited Allman
to play on his Layla And Other Assorted
Love Songs album which he recorded
under the guise of Derek and The
Dominoes, and it is Duane’s slide
guitar that can be heard on the well-
known title track.

CAUSE: Motorcycle accident. Swerving
to avoid colliding with a long-bed
truck at an intersection in Macon,
Georgia, Allman fell under his bike
and suffered multiple injuries. He was
taken by ambulance to the Macon
Medical Center where he died three
hours later. The remaining members
of the Allman Brothers performed at
his funeral. A year later, bandmate
Berry Oakely died less than one mile
away from the site of Allman’s demise
—also in a motorcycle accident.
FURTHER READING: Freeman, Scott.
(1995). Midnight Riders: The Story Of
The Allman Brothers Band. Boston:
Little, Brown.

Roland Alphonso

Born 1931

Died November 20, 1998

Jazz-trained ska pioneer, saxophonist
Roland Alphonso began as a
professional musician in the late
Forties. Emerging as a respected
session player in Jamaica, he was
frequently employed by producer
Coxsone Dodd at his recording
complex, Studio One. Joining the Don
Drummond-led ska group The
Skatalites in 1963, Alphonso
popularised the genre. Gaining fame in
their native land and in Britain, The
Skatalites scored their biggest hit in
1967 with ‘Guns Of Navarone’. The
Skatalites were also employed as
session players behind acts such as
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The Maytals and a young Bob Marley.
Tragedy struck the group when the
mentally imbalanced Drummond
murdered his girlfriend. With
Drummond imprisoned, the group
disintegrated shortly thereafter.
Receiving numerous job offers, The
Skatalites reformed during the Eighties
ska revival.

CAUSE: After collapsing on stage
during a Skatalites concert at the West
Hollywood venue the Key Club on
November 2, he fell into a coma on
November 17, succumbing three days
later. He died at Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center in Los Angeles.

Barbara Alston

(BARBARA LEE ALSTON)

Born 1944

Died May 15, 1992

A member of the Brooklyn-based early
Sixties girl group The Crystals,
Barbara Alston hailed from the
Bedford-Styvescent section of
Brooklyn. The group was assembled
by Alston’s uncle Benny Wells. While
rehearsing at a publishing company,
the teenage girls were overheard by a
young producer named Phil Spector
who signed them to his new label,
Phillies Records. Although Alston was
the group’s original leader, Pat Wright
usually assumed the lead vocal duties.
Phillies Records’ first release came
with The Crystals’ ‘Oh Yeah, Maybe
Baby’. While the A-side landed little
airplay, the B-side, ‘“There’s No Other
(Like My Baby)’ (1961) — which
featured Alston’s straightforward lead
vocals — became the group’s first hit.
However, while The Crystals were on
an East Coast tour, Spector employed
a substitute ‘Crystals’ group, led by
Darlene Love, to record ‘He’s A
Rebel’ (1964). Spector had rushed the
single in an effort to fend off a
competing version. Ironically, the real
Crystals were forced to learn ‘their’
new hit while on the road. Returning
to the studio, the Crystals’ hit run
continued with ‘Da Doo Ron Ron’

!




ANDERSSON
(1963) and “Then He Kissed Me’
(1963), both singles featuring Lala
Brooks on lead vocals. After splitting
with Spector the group struggled to
survive, and were forced to disband in
1967. Alston and Thomas joined the
Teri Nelson Group, releasing an
obscure record in 1969. Marrying and
raising a family, Alston moved to
North Carolina. She joined several
revival versions of The Crystals during
the early Seventies, and by the late
Seventies was leading her own Crystals
group.

CAUSE: Heart Attack. She died in
Brooklyn.

Stig Andersson

(STIKKAN ANDERSSON)

Born January 25, 1931

Died September 12, 1997

As the producer and manager of
Seventies Swedish pop quartet Abba,
Stig Andersson was responsible for the
group’s crisp sound on all of their
international hits, from their 1974
breakthrough ‘Waterloo’ onwards. The
group’s chart run encompassed 19 UK
Top 10 entries, including nine number
1s, and 10 US Top 20 hits. Involved
in the music industry since 1950 when
he published his first song, he worked
exclusively in English. Andersson later
launched the annual Polar Music
Prize. At one time he was famously
quoted as saying that Abba was
Sweden’s biggest export commodity
after Volvo cars.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died in
Stockholm.

Mike Anthony

(MICHAEL JOSEPH LLOGIUDICE)

Born 1931

Died March 9, 1999

A pop/rock songwriter who frequently
collaborated with Barry Mann, Mike
Anthony co-wrote ‘Poetry In Motion’
(Johnny Tillotson), “The Grass Is
Greener’ (Brenda Lee), ‘I’ll Never
Dance Again’ (Bobby Rydell), and
‘She Say (Oom Dooby Doom)’ (The

ARCENEAUX

Diamonds). Turning his attention to
country music, the New York-born
Anthony co-wrote ‘You Can’t Buy
Your Way Out Of The Blues’ (George
Strait) and ‘I Miss You A Little’ (John
Michael Montgomery). (Not to be
confused with Michael Anthony of
Van Halen.)

CAUSE: Suffering a stroke and heart
attack in early February, he never
recovered. He died at Columbia
Centennial Medical Center in
Nashville.

Mel Appleby

(MELANIE SUSAN APPLEBY)

Born July 11, 1966

Died January 18, 1990

Teaming with older sister Kim, Mel
Appleby formed the British dance-pop
singing duo Mel and Kim. A school
dropout who had worked as a nude
model, Mel Appleby landed a record
contract by singing and dancing
outside a London record company.
Enjoying a brief but strong hit run,
Mel and Kim dominated the British
charts beginning in 1986 with the club
hits, ‘Showing Out’, ‘Respectable’, and
“That’s The Way It Is’. Falling ill, Mel
Appleby was forced to end her music
career.

CAUsE: Diagnosed with spinal cancer
in late 1986, she had to be wheeled
out of the 1988 Montreux Festival in
a wheelchair. While her press agent
attributed the incident to a slipped
disc, word of her illness was leaked to
her fans. She succumbed to the
disease four years later in a London
hospital, after being stricken with
pneumonia.

Floyd Arceneaux

Born 1934

Died May 13, 1992

Duke/Peacock Records session
trumpet player, Floyd Arceneaux
recorded with Bobby “Blue” Bland
and Little Junior Parker, and toured
with Chuck Willis and Ray Charles.
Causg: Unknown.
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Archibald

(LEoN T. GROSS)

Born September 14, 1912

Died January 8, 1973

New Orleans singer and pianist,
Archibald scored his only nationally
charting R&B hit in 1950 with the Top
10 entry, ‘Stack-A-Lee (Parts I & II)’,
the precursor of ‘Stagger Lee’.
Previously known as ‘“‘Archie Boy”’, he
was a popular draw in New Orleans,
influencing Fats Domino in the
Forties.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died in New
Orleans.

West Arkeen

(AARON WEST ARKEEN)

Born June 18, 1960

Died May 30, 1997

Paris-born songwriter, West Arkeen
collaborated with Sly Stone, Johnny
Winter, Jeff Buckley, and Brother
Cane. Arkeen was also an unofficial
member of Guns N’ Roses, and in the
mid-Nineties, led his own band hard-
rock band, Outpatience.

CAUSE: He overdosed on the
prescription drugs which he was taking
for severe burns suffered in a
barbecuing accident. He died at his
home in Los Angeles.

Louis Armstrong

Born August 4, 1901

Died July 6, 1971

A major figure in the development of
jazz, Louis Armstrong was among the
century’s greatest entertainers.
Changing the face of popular music,
the gravelly voiced trumpet player
would also influence blues and rock.
Orphaned at an early age, Armstrong
was sentenced to the Colored Waifs’
Home for firing a gun in public; here
he would learn to play the cornet.
Released in 1914, Armstrong sold his
first composition, reworked by the
buyer as ‘T Wish I Could Shimmy Like
My Sister Kate’. After replacing Joe
“King” Oliver’s in Kid Ory’s band in
1919, Armstrong left New Orleans for
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lucrative work as a riverboat musician.
Relocating to Chicago in 1922,
Armstrong landed a spot as second
cornet player with King Oliver, and
married the group’s pianist Lil Hardin,
his second wife. Making his recording
début the following year, he would
back Oliver on 41 historic tracks. The
dual cornet style they favoured was in
evidence on many classic tracks,
including ‘Working Man’s Blues’,
‘Chimes Blues’ and ‘Riverside Blues’.
Armstrong next joined Fletcher
Henderson’s New York-based
orchestra in 1924. While there, he
recorded his first vocal outing,
‘Everybody Loves My Baby’. In 1925,
Armstrong returned to Chicago to
form his own group, although he also
guested in various bands during this
period, working with Erskine Tate, Lil
Armstrong and others. Recording for
OKeh Records, alternately with The
Hot Fives and The Hot Sevens,
Armstrong turned the jazz world on its
ear with a series of revolutionary
improvisational recordings such as
‘West End Blues’, ‘Hotter Than That’
and ‘Heebie Jeebies’. During this
period he switched from cornet to
trumpet. Updating his sound in 1929,
Armstrong replaced his combo with a
larger jazz orchestra. During the
Thirties, Armstrong appeared in
Broadway revues and recorded several
key ballads, including ‘You’re Driving
Me Crazy’, ‘I’'m Confessin’’ and his
signature ‘When It’s Sleepy Time
Down South’. After severely damaging
his lips in 1934, Armstrong would
spend more time singing than playing
his trumpet. His popularity among
white audiences during this time was
assisted by various collaborations with
other big name artists, including the
Mills Brothers, Louis Jordan and Ella
Fitzgerald. A promising career in the
movies also increased his profile.
Reprising his small-combo in the
Forties to the delight of his early fans,
Armstrong embraced bebop jazz.
Returning to his roots in 1947,
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Armstrong formed a New Orleans-
styled sextet, The All-Stars, with
founding members Jack Teagarden
and Earl Hines. Emerging as a
superstar and crowned “The King of
Zulus” at the 1949 Mardi Gras,
Armstrong was one of the first
entertainers to break long-standing
colour barriers. Astutely recording for
a number of labels during the Fifties,
Armstrong continued to enjoy
acclaimed collaborations with Ella
Fitzgerald and Duke Ellington. His
success continuing into the rock era,
Armstrong landed on the charts with
‘A Theme From The Threepenny
Opera (Mack The Knife)’ (1956), a
reissue of ‘Blueberry Hill’ (1956), and
his first million-seller, ‘Hello, Dolly!’
(1964). While ‘What A Wonderful
World’ initially bombed in the US, it
topped the British charts in 1968; the
song was later popularised in the US
by its inclusion in the 1988 film, Good
Morning, Vietnam.

CAUSE: In poor health in the last few
years of his life, he suffered a massive
heart attack. He died in New York City.
FURTHER READING: Bergreen,
Laurence. (1997). Louis Armstrong: An
Extravagant Life. New York:
Broadway.

Kokomo Arnold

(JAMES ARNOLD)

Born February 15, 1901

Died November 8, 1968

A trailblazing, left-handed, blues artist
who played Hawaiian-styled blues
guitar, Kokomo Arnold earned his
nickname from his Thirties hit
‘Kokomo Blues’. A whiskey bootlegger
from Georgia, Arnold recorded three
dozen 78s for Decca Records in the
Thirties. When Elvis Presley recorded
Arnold’s first Decca release, ‘Milk
Cow Blues’ (1934), as ‘Milkcow Blues
Boogie’, the ageing bluesman was
rediscovered. In poor health, Arnold
skipped the blues revival of the Sixties.
CAUSE: Natural causes. He died in
Chicago.

ASHMAN
Matthew Ashman
Born 1962
Died November 21, 1995
A member of a pair of various
pioneering British new wave groups,
London-born guitarist Matthew
Ashman was raised on jazz music.
Switching to rock during his teens, he
first joined the pop-rock group, The
Kameras. In 1978, Ashman joined the
second line-up of Adam & The Ants,
a group led by the frilly-clothed,
make-up wearing Adam Ant. Ashman
played piano and guitar on the group’s
début album, Dirk Wears White Sox,
with most of the album’s tracks
written by Ashman and Mark
Gaumont. A Top 20 entry in
England, the album was highlighted
by the single “‘Young Parisians’. The
group’s success was due in part to the
outrageous antics of their manager
Malcolm McLaren. But in 1980,
McLaren stole Adam Ant’s backing
group and placed them behind
another of his discoveries, 14-year-old
Burmese singer Annabella Lwin, in
the group Bow Wow Wow. The
group’s début release and a British
Top 20 hit, ‘C30, C60, C90, Go’,
encouraged home-taping. A
controversial group, Bow Wow
Wow was dropped by EMI Records
after issuing their second single
‘W.0.R.K.” Though ignored by
American radio, the group landed
MTYV hits with a cover of the
Strangeloves’ ‘I Want Candy’

(1982) and ‘Do Ya Wanna Hold
Me’ (1983). With little fanfare,
Bow Wow Wow disbanded in
1983. In 1988, Ashman joined
former Sex Pistols drummer Paul
Cook in the group Chiefs Of
Relief. At the time of his death,
Ashman was working on an album
for Epic Records as a member of
Agent Provocateur. Bow Wow Wow
reformed in 1998.

CausE: Diabetes-related
complications. He had lapsed into a
coma before his death.
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Joseph August

(JOSEPH AUGUSTUS)

Born September 13, 1931

Died October 9, 1992

Nicknamed “Mr. Google Eyes”,
pioneering New Orleans R&B shouter
Joseph August scored a number of
regional hits including ‘Poppa Stopa’s
Be-Bop Blues’. He later recorded for
Columbia Records and penned the
Johnny Ace hit ‘Please Forgive Me’.
CAUSE: Heart attack. He died at his
home in New Orleans.

Mae Boren Axton

(MAE BOREN)

Born Seprember 14, 1914

Died Apnil 8, 1997

Country deejay, publicist for Hank
Snow, Mae Boren Axton was also a
songwriter, co-composing Elvis Presley’s
hit, ‘Heartbreak Hotel’. Axton is the
mother of singer-songwriter Hoyt Axton.
CAUSE: She accidentally drowned in a
hot tub at her home in Henderson,
Tennessee. She had been ill for some
time.

Packy Axton

(CHARLES AXTON)

Born February 17, 1941

Died January 1974

Leader and saxophonist of the
Memphis-based teenage group, The
Mar-Keys, Packy Axton scored an
instrumental hit in 1961 with the
quirky, ‘Last Night’. The Mar-Keys,
minus Axton, would later evolve into
Booker T. & The MG’s. In the mid-
Sixties, Axton would lead The
Packers, landing an R&B hit in 1965
with ‘Hole In The Wall’.

Causk: Unknown.

12 Rock Obituaries

J.R. Bailey

(JAMEs R. BAILEY)

Born c. 1932

Died c. 1980

Tenor vocalist of The Cadillacs
beginning in mid-1956, J.R. Bailey
had replaced LaVern Drake, appearing
on the group’s hit singles, ‘Reindeer’
(1957) and ‘Peek-a-Boo’ (1959).
Bailey later shared lead vocal duties
after the departure of original lead
vocalist Earl Carroll. Bailey had
previously been a member of the
second line-up of The Crickets (not
Buddy Holly’s group) in 1953 and
The Velvetones. He briefly joined a
new line-up of The Cadillacs in 1970.
CAusE: Unknown.

Bill Baker

Born 1936

Died August 10, 1994

Replacement lead singer for The Five
Satins from 1957 to 1959, Bill Baker
had filled for founding member Fred
Parris, who was serving an army stint
in Japan. With Baker on vocals, the
Connecticut-based doo-wop vocal
group scored a hit with the ballad, “To
The Aisle’. Baker later led a revival
version of the group.

CAuUsE: He suffered a stroke while
under treatment for lung cancer. He
had been diagnosed with the disease
earlier in the year. He died in New
Haven, Connecticut.

Jo Baker

Born 1948

Died November 11, 1996

Vocalist with the blues-rock band, The
Elvin Bishop Group from 1968-1973,
Jo Baker left before the release of the
album, Juke Foint Fump. Joining
Stoneground in 1974, she recorded
one album for Warners. Also a popular




BAKER
session vocalist, she later collaborated
with Eddie Money, The Doobie
Brothers, and John Lee Hooker.
CAUSE: Suffering with liver disease for
two years, she died in Oakland,
California.

LaVern Baker

(DELORES LAVERN BAKER)

Born November 11, 1929

Died March 10, 1997

A pioneering queen of R&B, LaVern
Baker was raised in a comfortable
home on Chicago’s south side. The
niece of blues songstress Memphis
Minnie, Baker earned her musical
education as a soloist in"her Baptist
church choir. Drawn to the city’s
bustling blues scene, at 17 Brown
landed a residency at Chicago’s Club
DeLisa under the stage name of “‘Little
Miss Sharecropper”, a bare-footed
country bumpkin. After attracting the
attention of Nat ‘“King”’ Cole, Baker
joined a band led by Fletcher
Henderson. Developing a wide
repertoire of blues and pop, Brown was
especially drawn to jazz balladry. After
brief stints at OKeh, National and
King Records, Baker landed at Atlantic
Records where she scored her first
major crossover hit with the novelty-
styled, “Tweedlee Dee’, featuring the
blistering saxophone of Sam ““The
Man” Taylor. Possessing a fluid, husky
voice, Baker continued her hit run with
‘Jim Dandy’ (1956) and her biggest
pop hit, ‘I Cried A Tear’. Baker’s final
major chart entry came in 1962 with
‘See See Rider’. Leaving Atlantic for
Brunswick Records at her manager’s
insistence, Baker experienced a career
slump. She scored her final chart entry
in 1966 with “Think Twice’, in a duet
with labelmate Jackie Wilson.
Divorcing comedian Slappy White,
and then joining a USO tour in 1969,
Baker nearly died from bronchial
pneumonia which she contracted while
performing just miles from the battle
line in Vietnam. Miraculously
recovering, she relocated to the

BALLARD

Philippines, landing a position as the
entertainment manager at the US
military base nightclub in Subic Bay.
With the closing of the base in 1988,
Baker returned to the US for the first
time in nearly two decades.
Rediscovered, Baker landed the
leading role in the Broadway musical
Black And Blue, and recorded a new
album, Woke Up This Mornin’.
Diagnosed with diabetes in 1992,
Baker had both of her legs amputated.
She would occasionally return to the
stage with the aid of a motorised
wheelchair.

CAUSE: In the midst of a comeback,
Baker died from complications from
heart disease, a stroke, and diabetes.
She died at St. Luke’s-Roosevelt
Hospital in Manhattan.

Lefty Baker

(EUSTACE BRITCHFORTH)

Born January 7, 1942

Died August 11, 1971

Guitarist and banjo player for the late
Sixties folk-pop outfit Spanky And
Our Gang, Lefty Baker formed a
precursor of the group in Miami as a
music and comedy trio. Relocating to
Chicago and adding new lead vocalist
Elaine “Spanky’’ McFarlane, Spanky
And Our Gang followed in the wake of
vocal harmony group The Mamas &
The Papas on hits such as ‘Sunday
Will Never Be The Same’ (1967) and
‘I’d Like To Get To Know You’
(1968). With their hit run ending, the
group disbanded in 1970. Baker later
joined The Folkers and The Bitter
End Singers, and operated a recording
studio.

Causk: Cirrhosis of the liver. He died
in Burbank, California.

Florence Ballard

Born June 30, 1943

Died February 21, 1976

A member of the hugely popular
Motown girl group, The Supremes,
Florence Ballard was the group’s
initial leader. Possessing a powerful
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voice, she had been encouraged to
pursue a singing career by her high
school music teacher. After her
manager Milton Jenkins formed an all-
male singing group, The Primes in
1959, he decided that The Primes
needed a female back-up group.
Although Jenkins had originally hired
Ballard as a solo act, he asked her to
form The Primettes. After a few
personnel changes, The Primettes
consisted of Ballard, Diana Ross,
Mary Wilson, and a short-lived fourth
member, all residents of the Brewster
housing projects near the small Berry
Gordy, Jr.-founded Hitsville USA
Studio. Soon The Primes evolved into
The Temptations and were signed by
Gordy for his Motown label. After an
initial failed audition, The Primettes
were also signed by the label in 1961.
Renamed The Supremes, the group
toured extensively in ‘“‘Caravan of
Stars” tours for both Motown and
Dick Clark. Nicknamed “Blondie”,
“Flo” Ballard had also moonlighted in
the touring version of The
Marvelettes. By late 1963, The
Supremes’ exposure began paying off,
their first Top 40 hit coming with
‘When The Lovelight Starts Shining
Through His Eyes’. But aided by the
brilliant songwriting skills of Holland-
Dozier-Holland, The Supremes
became Motown’s most successful
female singing group, unleashing a
string of number 1 hits including
‘Where Did Our Love Go’, ‘Baby
Love’, “You Can’t Hurry Love’, and
“You Keep Me Hangin’ On’. But with
Diana Ross slowly moving to the
forefront of the trio, an angry Ballard
gained weight and began abusing
alcohol and pills. Trying to distinguish
herself from the group’s two other
members, Ballard abandoned her
classic Supremes’ bouffant hairstyle
and cut her hair. As a result of the
turmoil within the group, Ballard was
fired in April of 1967 before a major
concert at the Hollywood Bowl.
Replaced by Cindy Birdsong, formerly
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of Patty LaBelle’s Blue Bells, Ballard
was given a brief reprieve, but was
then officially fired in July of 1967.
For decades, the media would blame
Ross for Ballard’s firing. ‘The
Happening’ would be Ballard’s final
Supremes hit. Marrying Motown
employee Tom Chapman (who
became her manager), Ballard had a
disastrous, brief solo stint at ABC
Records. After leaving Motown, she
led a desperate life. Claiming that
Motown Records and her lawyer had
cheated her of millions of dollars,
Ballard ran out of money and was
unable to fund her litigation. Losing
her confidence to perform, she put on
weight, reaching 200 pounds in the
mid-Seventies. With pride keeping her
from asking friends for help, Ballard
was forced to go on welfare to feed
her three daughters in the mid-
Eighties. While Ballard’s husband had
stopped paying support, he reconciled
with her when she received a $50,000
settlement from Motown.

CAUSE: Ballard died at Detroit’s Mt.
Carmel hospital of cardiac arrest.
Guilty or not, Diana Ross has been
blamed for Ballard’s downfall, and was
heckled at her funeral.

FURTHER READING: Wilson, Mary; &
Romanowski, Patricia. (1986).
Dreamgirl: My Life As A Supreme. New
York: St. Martin’s Press.

Joe Banashak

Born February 15, 1923

Died October 1985

A native of Baltimore, Joe Banashak
joined partner Larry McKinley in
founding a pair of New Orleans-based
R&B labels, Minit and Instant
Records. With house producer Allen
Toussaint, the labels had successes
with Chris Kenner, Ernie K-Doe, and
Jessie Hill. Selling Minit to Imperial
Records in 1963, Banashak kept
Instant Records active with its sole
star, Chris Kenner.

CAUSE: Unknown. He died in Deer
Park, Texas.
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. Lester Bangs

| Born December 14, 1948

Died April 30, 1982

A legendary rock-music critic, Lester
Bangs was originally a jazz aficionado
who was raised on the music of

. Charlie Mingus and John Coltrane.
 With rock becoming Bangs’ passion,

. he was first published by the fledgling
Rolling Stone magazine in 1969.
Leaving college and moving to Detroit
in 1971, he became editor of Creem, a
new monthly magazine started on a
shoestring budget by Barry Kramer.
Bangs, along with fellow Creem writer
Dave Marsh, came to define the
cutting edge of rock journalism with
their stinging, insightful, and very
opinionated pieces. Championing rock
performers from The Troggs to Iggy
Pop, Bangs also popularised the term
“heavy metal”. Leaving Creem in
1976, Bangs assumed the role of a
rock personality, all the while attacking
the very nature of rock stardom. The
antithesis of the rock’n’roll
idol/musician, Bangs was himself a
musician, in 1980 joining the Austin
punk-rock band, The Delinquents.
Bangs’ book credits include
biographies of Rod Stewart and
Blondie. Bangs finest essays were
posthumously collected in the tome,
Psychotic Reactions and Carburetor
Dung.

CAUSE: An accidental death, Bangs
died of a heart attack in his Manhattan
apartment, resulting from a
combination of the flu, long-term
respiratory problems and the
prescription drug, Darvon. His wake
was held at New York City’s famed
punk nightclub, CBGBs.

FURTHER READING: Bangs, Lester.
(1987). Psychotic Reactions and
Carburetor Dung. New York: Knopf.

Al Banks

(ANDREW BANKS)

Born July 26, 1937

Died c. 1980

As the lead singer of the 1950s

BANKS

doo-wop R&B group The Turbans, Al
Banks enjoyed a brief hit run with the
Philadelphia-based quartet.
Discovered by entrepreneur Herman
Gillespie, the teenage group was
Philadelphia’s first nationally charting
R&B group. Although The Turbans
experienced a series of early line-up
changes, Banks remained at the helm
during their entire run. After a brief
stint at Money Records, The Turbans
were signed by Herald Records where
they scored their only major hit with
the early rock classic, “When You
Dance’ (1956). Written by bass singer
Andrew “Chet” Jones, and featuring
Banks’ soaring falsetto tenor, the song
combined doo-wop vocals with Latin-
tinged percussion. Banks and The
Turbans managed several more
regional hits including
‘Congratulations’ (1958), their last at
Herald. After recording at a succession
of labels, the group disbanded in the
early 1960s. Maintaining a career in
music, Banks worked as a solo act in
Philadelphia and along the East Coast.
In 1972, Banks joined the Charlie
Thomas version of The Drifters and
appeared on the album, Live At
Harvard, before leaving the group in
1974.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Darrell Banks

(DARREL EUBANKS)

Born 1938

Died March 1970

A Sixties Northern soul singer,
Buffalo-born Darrell Banks first found
fame in the nightclubs of Detroit.
After working with hard-soul singer
Donnie Ebert in the mid-Sixties,
Banks joined the Daddy B. Combo.
Pursuing a solo career in 1966, Banks
recorded for Soultown and then
Revilot Records. At the latter, he
released the self-penned soul chestnut,
‘Open The Door To Your Heart’.
Spotting a rising star, Atlantic Records
signed Banks in 1968, releasing the
album Darrell Banks Is Here. After
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moving to the Stax Records subsidiary,
Volt, Banks faded from the charts.
CAUSE: He was mortally wounded in
the neck by a gun shot. Banks got into
an altercation with a Detroit
policeman who was dating Banks’
former girlfriend. When police officer
Aaron Bullock dropped off Marjorie
Bozeman after a date, Banks sprang
from his waiting car, grabbed
Bozeman, and demanded to speak
with her. When Bullock ordered Banks
to release Bozeman, the singer aimed a
gun at Bullock, who identified himself
as a policeman. Bullock responded
with a single gunshot. No arrests were
made.

George Barajas

Born Fune 17, 1949

Died August 17, 1982

Bassist of the Rochester, New York-
based, hard-rock group, Duke Jupiter,
George Barajas enjoyed a hit in 1982
with ‘I’ll Drink To You’. He was
replaced in the group by Rickey Ellis.
CaUsE: Unknown. He died in
Wisconsin.

Grover ‘“Dean’’ Barlow

Born c. 1935

Died 1982

Lead vocalist of the Fifties doo-wop
group, The Crickets (not Buddy
Holly’s group), Grover Barlow had
joined the group in 1952. With the aid
of manager and producer Joe Davis,
the Bronx-anchored group scored a
national hit with their début release,
the velvety ballad, ‘You’re Mine’. With
their follow-up single bombing, The
Crickets were placed with Davis’ new
label, Jay-Dee Records. Though
remaining a popular concert draw, the
Crickets managed no more chart hits.
Renamed by his manager, “Dean”
Barlow later pursued a solo career,
scoring airplay in 1961 with “Third
Window From The Right’. Leaving
music, he later took a position with
Western Union.

CAUSE: Unknown.
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Roosevelt ‘“‘Booba’’ Barnes
Born September 25, 1936

Died Apnil 3, 1996

Mississippi-born, Chicago-based blues
singer and guitarist, Roosevelt
“Booba’ Barnes began as a harmonica
player during his teens. Arriving in
Chicago in 1946, he became a fixture
in the city’s blues scene. After
returning to Mississippi in 1971, he
formed a blues group, The Playboys,
and opened a blues nightclub in 1985,
the Playboy Club. Barnes’ belated first
album, the raw The Heartbroken Man,
was released in 1990.

CAUsE: Lung cancer. He died in
Chicago.

Carlie Barrett

(CARLTON LLOYD BARRETT)

Born December 17, 1950

Died Apnril 17, 1987

The drummer for the Bob Marley-led
reggae group The Wailers, Jamaican-
born Carlie Barrett had formed his
first group in 1967, The Hippy Boys,
with his older brother, Aston ‘“Family
Man”’ Barrett. Graduating to session
work, the brothers formed The
Upsetters, working at Lee “Scratch”
Perry’s small but influential, backroom
studio in Kingston, Jamaica. With his
muscular hands, Carlie Barrett
employed a “‘one-drop”’ drumming
style, emphasizing every fourth beat.
Under Perry’s direction, The
Upsetters backed Bob Marley on a
full-time basis, beginning with his
1969 groundbreaking works, Sou!/
Rebels and Soul Revolution. But soon
after, Marley disbanded the group to
live with his mother in Delaware. With
Marley returning to Jamaica, The
Wailers regrouped as reggae became
an international sensation. When
Marley converted to Rastafarianism,
the faith was injected into The
Wailers’ lyrics. Other themes of The
Wailers” music included
unemployment, tyrannical government
and human rights. While Marley and
The Wailers received scant airplay in

[ba
¢
b
e

(Is




m

== --_——-- —_ -

T ———————y

' BARROW

the US during the Seventies, they
garnered a loyal following and sold
plenty of records. The Wailers’
popularity was furthered by Eric
Clapton’s recording of the Marley-
penned ‘I Shot The Sheriff’ (1974).
Barrett co-wrote a number of Wailers’
classics including “Them Belly Full
(But We Hungry)’ and “Talkin’ Blues’.
When Marley died in 1981, the
group’s status went into limbo. Barrett
later joined a reformed version of The
Wailers. ““Carlie Barrett was a genius
at the one-drop style of drumming,”
wrote Timothy White in Catch A Fire,
the definitive biography of Bob
Marley, ‘“‘the bass drum finding the
basement on two and four, and he had
a rapid sticking hi-hat accent that
sounded like the first savage rattle in a
snake pit.”

CAUSE: Barrett was shot twice in the
head outside his home in Kingston,
Jamaica, en route to a grocery store.

. Charged with Barrett’s murder were

his wife, Albertine and her lover, 34-
year-old taxicab driver, Glenroy

. Carter. Barrett was the third member

of The Walilers to die an untimely
death after Bob Marley and Peter
Tosh. At the time of his death,
Barrett was entangled in a messy legal
dispute with Marley’s widow, Rita,
over the ownership of The Wailers’
name.

FURTHER READING: White, Timothy.
(1983). Catch A Fire: The Life Of Bob

. Marley. New York: Holt, Rinehart and

Winston.

Keith Barrow

Born September 27, 1954

Died October 23, 1983
Falsetto-voiced Chicago-born
singer/songwriter, Keith Barrow
moved to New York City in 1974 to
pursue a music career. He landed on
the disco charts in 1978 with his sole
hit, “‘You Know You Wanna Be
Loved’.

CAUSE: AIDS. The cause of death was
not publicised for several years.

Lionel Bart
(LIONEL BEGLEITER)

Born August 1, 1930

Died April 3, 1999

Songwriter best known for Oliver/, his
musical adaptation of Charles’ Dicken’
novel Oliver Twist, Lionel Bart also
wrote ‘Livin’ Doll’, Cliff Richard’s first
number 1 hit, and”Do You Mind’, a
number 1 hit for Anthony Newley.
Born in the East End of London, the
youngest of seven children, Bart was a
child prodigy on the violin but he gave
up formal lessons in favour of making
up his own songs. Two early musicals,
Fings Ain’t What They Used To Be and
Lock Up Your Daughters were modest
successes but Oliver! was a smash
which brought Bart enormous wealth.
His riches enabled him to become a
key social figure of the ‘swinging
Sixties’ in London, the host of
legendary parties at his opulent
Fulham home. Unfortunately he was
to lose his fortune in an ill-advised
rescue attempt of a subsequent
musical called Twang!! In so doing he
lost the rights to past and future
works, including the Oliver! goldmine.
Thereafter Bart became a tragic figure,
an amiable alcoholic who never again
tasted serious success. At one point in
his life Bart was consuming three
bottles of vodka a day, but he
conquered his alcoholism in the
Eighties through joining Alcoholics
Anonymous. In the Nineties Oliver!
enjoyed a revival under the aegis of
pruducer Cameron Mackintosh who
owned half the rights, and he gave Bart
a share of the production royalties.
CAUSE: Cancer. He died at
Hammersmith Hospital in West
London.

FURTHER READING: Roper, David
(1994). Bart! London, Pavilion Books.

Alan Barton

(ALAN LESLEY BARTON)

Born September 16, 1953

Died March 23, 1995

The lead vocalist of the British pop
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group Black Lace, Alan Barton
enjoyed a brief hit run in the early
Eighties. Founded by Barton and
Colin Gibb, Black Lace had garnered
publicity as Britain’s entry in the
Eurovision Song Contest in 1979.
Considered somewhat of a novelty
group, Black Lace scored several
British hits including ‘Superman’
(1983) and the overplayed singalong
‘Agadoo’ (1984). But Black Lace was
blackballed after a public indiscretion
by Gibb, who was subsequently fired
from the group. But when Barton quit
Black Lace, he asked Gibb to replace
him. Joining a latter line-up of the rock
group Smokie in 1986, Barton
replaced Chris Norman as lead singer.
Smokie was enjoying renewed
popularity at the time of Barton’s
death.

CAUSE: En route to the Dusseldorf
Airport following a concert, Smokie’s
minibus plunged into a ravine, flipping
over several times during a hail storm
near Gummersbach, Germany. Barton
suffered head injuries. Entering a
coma, he died six days later in a
Cologne hospital without ever
regaining consciousness. Bandmates
Alan Silson and Terry Uttley suffered
minor injuries.

Ralph Bass

(RALPH BAsso0)

Born May 1, 1911

Died March 5, 1997

Pioneering R&B producer at the
Cincinnati-based King-Federal, Ralph
Bass aided the rise of rock music with
the Dominoes, Etta James, and an act
he signed over the label owner’s strong
objections, James Brown. The Bronx,
New York native had previously
worked in the Los Angeles-based,
pioneering R&B and jazz label, Black
and White Records, as a talent scout
and record producer, where he
oversaw two of the most important
records in rock’s early evolution, T-
Bone Walker’s ‘Stormy Monday’
(1946), and a rare, early crossover pop
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hit, Jack McVea’s ‘Open The Door
Richard’. In 1948, Bass launched Bop
Records, and then joined Herman
Lubinsky’s embryonic R&B label,
Savoy Records, as West Coast A&R
chief. Leaving Savoy in 1951, Bass
landed at Cincinnati’s King Records,
with label founder Syd Nathan giving
Bass his own Federal subsidiary.
Leaving King-Federal in 1958, Bass
headed the A&R department at Chess
Records, where he worked with
Muddy Waters and Howlin’ Wolf. By
1976, Bass had landed at T.K.
Records, a Miami-based disco label.
CAUSE: He suffered a heart attack
aboard an aeroplane en route to
Nassau, Bahamas, to visit his wife.

Stiv Bator

(STEVEN JOHN BATOR, JR.)

Born October 22, 1949

Died June 3, 1990

Early punk-rock personality,
Youngstown, Ohio-native Stiv Bator
joined the Cleveland-based group The
Rockets in 1975. The Rockets had
evolved from the legendary group
Rocket From The Tombs, which had
included Peter Laughner and future
Pere Ubu-leader, David Thomas. As
The Rockets’ lead singer, Bator went
under the name of Steve Machine, but
was soon fired due to his peculiar,
strained vocal delivery. Co-founding
the early punk-rock group The Dead
Boys in 1977, Bator was aided by The
Ramones in landing gigs at New York
City’s famed punk nightclub, CBGBs.
During the height of the disco era,
The Dead Boys wore leather and
safety pins, and mutilated themselves
on stage. After signing The Dead Boys
to a recording contract, CBGBs’
owner Hilly Crystal sold the group’s
contract to Sire Records. Releasing a
pair of albums, Young, Loud, And
Snorty, and the Felix Pappalardi-
produced We Have Come For Your
Children, the projects yielded only a
minor hit with ‘Sonic Reducer’ (1977).
Though not a mass appeal group, The
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Dead Boys developed a cult following
in the punk community. Drifting to
London in the Eighties, Bators
(adding an “‘s” to his name) joined up
with former Damned member Brian
James and two others to form the first
punk supergroup, Lords Of The New
Church, which in the MTV era were
more commercially viable than The
Dead Boys. Lords Of The New
Church garnered a hit with the guitar-
driven single, ‘Open Your Eyes’
(1982). Disbanding the group in 1986,
Bator (now no ‘“s’>) moved to Paris
and appeared in a pair of films,
including Michael Nesmith’s
Tapeheads in which he portrayed Dick
Slammer, the leader of a heavy metal
band called Blender Children. Before
his death, Bator had formed a new
version of Lords Of The New Church
and was working on a new album.
Guns N’ Roses reprised The Dead
Boys’ ‘Ain’t it Fun’ in 1991.

CAUSE: Internal injuries. Riding his
motorcycle on the streets of Paris, he
collided with a car. Bator was
accustomed to hurting himself on
stage and considered the injuries
minor. Instead of seeking medical
attention, he walked home, where he
died in his sleep from a blood clot. His
body was cremated and the ashes were
spread over Jim Morrison’s Paris
grave.

Joe Bauer

Born September 26, 1941

Died November 1983

The drummer for the Sixties folk-rock
group The Youngbloods, Joe Bauer
came out of the jazz tradition. When
singer-guitarist Jesse Colin Young
formed The Youngbloods in 1965,
Bauer, who hated rock music,
reluctantly joined the group. Landing
a long-term gig as the house band at
New York City’s Cafe A-Go-Go, The
Youngbloods adopted a psychedelic
persona with their pre-hippy hair and
clothing. After Young fulfilled his
recording obligations for Mercury

BAUGHAN
Records, The Youngbloods signed
with RCA in 1966. Their début
album, The Youngbloods (1966),
produced a pair of minor chart hits in
1967, ‘Grizzly Bear’ and the folk-rock,
peace ballad, ‘Get Together’. But after
‘Get Together’ was featured in radio
and TV spots in 1969 for the National
Conference of Christians and Jews, the
Dino Valenti composition was re-
released, landing in the Top 40. A
popular live draw, The Youngbloods
were booted off The Tonight Show in a
well-publicised affair for their
boisterous behaviour. After the group
disbanded in 1972, Bauer joined
Youngblood member Banana (Lowell
Levinger) in Noggins, and then,
Banana and The Bunch.
CAUSE: Unknown.

“Litde’’ David Baughan
Born 1938

Died 1970

A solo R&B artist and member of The
Drifters, “Little’ David Baughan was
initially a member of a Dominoes copy
group called the Checkers. Then after
recording a handful of obscure solo
singles, in 1952 Baughan joined Clyde
McPhatter’s brief, first line-up of The
Drifters at Atlantic Records. From the
sessions, only one track, ‘Lucille’, was
ever released, later appearing as a B-
side. Disappointed with the sessions,
McPhatter fired the entire group and
hired a new version of The Drifters.
Baughan then joined another King-
Federal act, The Checkers, on lead
vocals as the replacement for Perry
Heyward. Baughan appeared on
several of the group’s singles including
a ‘Sixty Minute Man’ rip-off called
‘Don’t Stop Dan’. Meanwhile, when
McPhatter was drafted in 1954,
Baughan was hired as his replacement
for the group’s road dates. Unable to
deal with the stress of success,
Baughan began to abuse alcohol and
missed a number of the group’s
rehearsals. Tricked by their road
manager Bill Pinkney into leaving the
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group after a show in Cleveland,
Baughan was replaced by Johnny
Moore. Signed as a solo act by
Herman Lubinsky at Savoy Records as
Little David And The Harps, Baughan
found little success with his
McPhatter-like vocal leads. Baughan
joined a revival version of The Drifters
in the late Sixties.

Cause: Unknown.

FURTHER READING: Allan, Tony.
(1993). Save The Last Dance For Me:
The Musical Legacy Of The Drifters,
1953-1992. Ann Arbor, MI: Popular
Culture Ink.

Bernie Baum

Born October 13, 1929

Died August 28, 1993

A pop songwriter, Bernie Baum
penned ‘Music, Music, Music (Put
Another Nickel In)’, “That’s Old
Fashioned’ and the Elvis Presley hit,
‘(You’re The) Devil In Disguise’. He
also provided the musical scores for
several Presley films and penned
material for Ray Charles, Bobby
Darin, Eartha Kitt, and Peggy Lee.
Causk: Complications from diabetes.
He died in Yonkers, New York.

Bobby Baylor

(ALVIN BAYLOR)

Born 1938

Died c. 1980

Baritone singer of the early Fifties,
Harlem-based teenage doo-wop group,
The Mello-Tones, Bobby Baylor sang
back-up in the Ray “Buddy’ Wooten-
led outfit. Recording for Robin
Records, the group landed its sole
R&B chart entry with a cover of the
1936 standard, ‘Where Are You (Now
That I Need You)’ (1952). Baylor
later joined some of his bandmates to
form The Solitaires.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Daniel Beard

Born November 4, 1949

Died Fuly 27, 1982

A member of the 5th Dimension from
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1976-1981, Daniel Beard had
replaced Billy Davis Jr., who had left
to form a duo with bandmate Marilyn
McCoo. Signing with ABC Records,
the retooled 5th Dimension managed
only a few minor hits including ‘Love
Hangover’ (1976). After a brief stint at
Motown in the late Seventies, the
group became popular on the dinner
club circuit. Beard was also a budding
Broadway actor.

CAUSE: When a fire broke out in his
six-storey Manhattan apartment
building, Beard fled down the stairs,
succumbing to the smoke and flames
on the fourth floor. His roommate
headed to the roof and survived. The
fire was set by an arsonist.

Paul Beaver

Born 1925

Died Fanuary 16, 1975

A jazz-trained session player who
worked with The Beach Boys and The
Beatles, Paul Beaver formed the
pioneering electronic-rock duo, Beaver
and Krause, with former Weavers
member, Bernard Krause. Merging
spoken-word lyrics with Moog
synthesizers and complex studio
technique, the duo released four
influential, but commercially
disappointing albums, beginning with
1969’s Ragnarock: Electronic Funk.
Beaver and Krause were aided in the
studio by top musicians including
Dave Grusin, Mike Bloomfield, and
Ronnie Montrose. Beaver and Krause
disbanded in 1972. Beaver completed
a solo album, Perchance To Dream,
shortly before his death in 1975.
CAUSE: Heart attack.

Jimmy Bee

(JAMES O’FARRELL)

Born September 20, 1934

Died April 22, 1993

Member of the Los Angeles-based
doo-wop group, The Flairs, Jimmy
Bee later joined the Billy Williams
revue in 1959, staying for four years.
Also a solo artist, Bee recorded for
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several labels beginning Hilton
Records in 1959. Turning to artist
promotions in the mid-Sixties, Bee
aided the careers of The Bee Gees,
Gladys Knight & The Pips, Quincy
Jones, and Johnny “Guitar’” Watson.
In 1973, Bee recorded his only solo
album, Live. In the Eighties, Bee and
partner Maury Alexander founded
Bee/Alexander Productions.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died while
driving in New York City en route to
the airport to catch a flight to Atlantic
City where he was scheduled to receive
the coveted Living Legend Award.

Carl Belew

Born April 21, 1931

Died October 31, 1990
Oklahoma-based singer-songwriter,
Carl Belew penned ‘Stop The World’
(Johnnie & Jack; Waylon Jennings),
‘Lonely Street” (Andy Williams) and
‘What’s He Doing In My World?’
(Eddy Arnold). Also a performer who
straddled the rockabilly and country
fields, Belew scored several hits
including ‘Crystal Chandelier’ and
‘Hello Out There’.

CAUSE: Cancer. He died in Selina,
Oklahoma.

Chris Bell

Born January 12, 1951

Died December 27, 1978

Guitarist, vocalist and co-founder of
the influential Memphis-based rock
group, Big Star, Chris Bell had
previously formed a local, British rock,
cover-band in 1971 group called Ice
Water. Inviting former Box Tops
singer Alex Chilton to join, the group
was renamed Big Star. Emerging as a
potent songwriting team, Bell and
Chilton penned a series of matched
British Invasion meets Memphis R&B
classics including ‘In The Street’ and
‘Feel’. Releasing the stunning melody-
driven, début album, #1 Record, Big
Star earned far more accolades than
record sales, becoming a musicians’
favourite. Arguing with Chilton over
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the musical direction of the group, Bell
left Big Star in 1973 to pursue solo
projects. Bandmate Alex Chilton later
emerged a solo star, his 1976 album, I
Am The Cosmos, remaining unreleased
until 1992,

CAUSE: Driving home from a
Memphis recording studio following a
rehearsal with his new group, Bell
struck a telephone pole and died
instantly.

Fred Below

Born September 6, 1926

Died August 14, 1988

A popular Chicago-based blues
drummer, Fred Below backed
Memphis Slim, Muddy Waters,
Howlin” Wolf, and Chuck Berry on his
pioneering early releases at Chess
Records. As a member of the Aces, a
popular studio blues band formed in
1950, Below spent several years
backing a pair of harmonica players,
Junior Wells (1950-52), and Little
Walter (1952-55). Citing internal
squabbles, Below left the group in
1955.

CAusE: Cancer. He died in Chicago.

John Belushi

(JouN ADAM BELUSHI)

Born January 24, 1949

Died March 5, 1982

A comedian who stumbled upon
musical success via a Saturday Night
Live skit as half of white R&B duo The
Blues Brothers, John Belushi had
always wanted to be a singing star,
forming a rock group during his teens.
At his suburban high school, the
popular Belushi was the homecoming
king and the captain of the football
team. After four years of occasional
college coursework and stage acting, in
1971 Belushi became the Chicago’s
Second City comedy troupe’s youngest
ever cast member at the age of 22.
Then hired as an original member of
Saturday Night Live’s Not Ready For
Prime Time Players in 1975, Belushi
was almost passed up by the
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programme’s producer Lorne
Michaels over personality differences.
A groundbreaking comedy
programme, SNL made stars out of
Belushi and several fellow cast
members including Chevy Chase and
Steve Martin. Starring in the 1978
low-budget smash National
Lampoon’s Amimal House, Belushi also
gave a vocal performance, singing
Barrett Strong’s R&B classic, ‘Money’.
After a series of impromptu, off-
camera Saturday Night Live warm-up
skits, on April 22, 1978 Belushi and
cast member Dan Aykroyd débuted
the singing duo called The Blues
Brothers. Under the personas of
“TJoliet” Jake Blues and “Elwood”
Blues, the campy duo wore black suits,
hats, and sunglasses, while singing old
R&B and blues songs. The Blues
Brothers soon took their act on the
road opening for Steve Martin.
Originally considered a novelty act,
The Blues Brothers reached the top of
the charts with the Grammy-winning,
three million selling album, Briefcase
Full Of Blues. But while the ensuing
feature film, the John Landis-directed
The Blues Brothers was panned by
critics, it became a surprise box-office
smash. The film also reinvigorated the
careers of cast members James Brown,
Aretha Franklin and Cab Calloway.
Enjoying Top 40 airplay, The Blues
Brothers scored a series of R&B cover
hits including ‘Soul Man’ and ‘Rubber
Biscuit’. By the spring of 1979,
Belushi had left the cast of SNL. Tired
of his typecasting in comedy roles,
Belushi in 1981 starred in a romantic
feature, The Continental Divide. But
although his acting was believable and
sincere, box-office receipts indicated
that fans wanted no part of Belushi as
a serious actor. A long-planned sequel,
Blues Brothers 2000, hit theatres in
1998.

CAUSE: During the Seventies Belushi
was abusing large amounts of cocaine,
and in the last few months of his life,
heroin. After a drug and drinking
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binge at a $200-a-day suite at the
Chateau Marmont Hotel in West
Hollywood, Belushi overdosed on a
mixture of cocaine and heroin and
died in his sleep. The fatal cocktail was
administered by his female friend,
professional back-up singer Cathy
Evelyn Smith. His hometown of
Chicago was devastated by the news of
his drug death. Attempting to elude
prosecution, Smith fled to Canada but
later turned herself in to authorities in
Toronto. She was charged with
murder and 13 counts of supplying
and administering drugs. Pleading no
contest in a Los Angeles courtroom,
she was convicted of involuntary
manslaughter and was sentenced to a
three-year prison term, serving 18
months. In 1991, Smith was arrested
on drug charges in Canada.

FURTHER READING: Woodward, Bob.
(1984). Wired: The Short Life & Fast
Times Of Fohn Belushi. New York:
Simon & Schuster. Belushi, Judith
Jacklin. (1990). Samurai Widow. New
York: Carroll & Graff.

Jesse Belvin

(JEsSIE LORENZO BELVIN)

Born December 15, 1933

Died February 6, 1960

A popular Fifties rhythm and blues
balladeer and composer who recorded
under a variety of names, San
Antonio-born Jesse Belvin was raised
in California after his father’s death.
Settling in Los Angeles, five-year-old
Belvin sang in a Baptist church choir
at his mother’s urging. In church, he
also learned to play the piano. But
against his mother’s wishes, in 1948
15-year-old Belvin entered and won
Johnny Otis’ famed talent contest as
an R&B balladeer. A year later, he
joined Three Dots & A Dash, an R&B
styled vocal group in Big Jay
McNeely’s Orchestra. With Belvin on
lead vocals, McNeely scored a hit with
‘All That Wine Is Gone’ (1950).
Leaving McNeely to pursue a solo
career, Belvin recorded ‘Dream Girl’
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at John Dolphin’s Hollywood Records.
Recording a new version of the song at
Specialty Records with Marvin Phillips
as Jesse & Marvin in 1952, it became
an R&B hit. After a stint in the Special
Services division of the army during
the Korean War, Belvin returned to
Los Angeles where he continued his
high profile in the local music
community. Recording under dozens
of names on a series of labels, Belvin
initially earned co-writing credits for
‘Earth Angel’, a hit for The Penguins.
A smooth baritone singer, Belvin
landed his biggest hit in 1956 with the
romantic ballad, ‘Goodnight My
Love’, the song popularised by New
York deejay Alan Freed as his closing
theme. Recording at Modern Records,
Belvin joined Eugene Church in a duo
called The Cliques, and also provided
the falsetto backing vocals on The
Shields’ 1958 hit, ‘You Cheated’.
Signing with RCA Records, Belvin
originally formed The Challengers,
before scoring a pop hit as a solo act
with ‘Guess Who’ (1959). But with
the label steering Belvin toward a pop-
standard direction in the tradition of
Nat “King” Cole, Belvin lost much of
his black fanbase. Wanting to reclaim
his past glory, Belvin joined an R&B
caravan tour in 1960.

CAUSE: He died in an auto accident
near Little Rock in Hope, Arkansas,
after a performance. Travelling from
Little Rock to the tour’s next stop in
Dallas in a three-car caravan, Belvin
and his wife JoAnn were passengers in
a Cadillac whose driver, Charles
Shackleford, nodded off and swerved
into oncoming traffic, hitting an
approaching car head-on. Shackleford
had been fired several weeks earlier by
another musical act for dozing at the
wheel. Both Belvin and the driver died
at the scene, and the crash claimed five
lives in all including that of Belvin’s
wife’s a week later. Some sources
incorrectly claim that Belvin’s car was
drag racing, or that the car’s tires had
been slashed. The car’s only survivor
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was a member of The Moonglows,
who was sitting in the back seat. (One
of the other two cars in the caravan
was driven by former Midnighters
member Al Frazier, who was
chauffeuring Jackie Wilson.) Belvin
had gone on tour to resuscitate his
floundering career.

Louis Benjamin

(Isaac Louis BENJAMIN)

Born October 17, 1922

Died Fune 20, 1994

Although best known as the chief of
the British label Pye Records, mogul
Louis Benjamin spent his lifetime in
various facets of the entertainment
industry. The son of a shoemaker, he
began his career at age 14 as an office
boy for Moss Empire, the British
theatre chain. Emerging as its
managing director by the Sixties, along
the way Benjamin had displayed a
knack for spotting talent. When Moss
purchased Pye Records in 1959,
Benjamin took the reins of the
company in spite of his scant musical
background. An unorthodox executive
who destroyed the domination of the
UK record industry by Decca and
EMI Records, Benjamin introduced a
lower-priced record line (Golden
Guinea), was quick to embrace rock
and R&B, and signed and nurtured a
host of young, emerging recording
artists, including The Searchers, The
Kinks and Sandie Shaw. The label also
secured the rights to US Mercury,
thereby releasing in the UK records by
Chuck Berry, Bo Diddley and Muddy
Waters. In the mid-Sixties their
principal act was Donovan, but the
company was slow to pick up on the
changes in the rock climate brought
about by the ‘underground’ market,
and relied too heavily on marketing its
back catalogue as budget lines.
Heading both Pye Records and the
Stroll Moss theatre chain by 1970,
Benjamin wielded great power in the
entertainment industry. In 1980, RCA
Records UK merged with PRT
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(formerly Pye) to form RCA
Records/PRT, the conglomerate
headed by Benjamin. Benjamin also
founded The Children’s Royal Variety
Show, and was the presenter of The
Royal Variety Performance from 1979
to 1985. Benjamin was forced into
retirement in 1989.

CAUSE: Suffering from longterm lung
and kidney maladies, he died in a
London hospital.

William ‘““Benny’’ Benjamin
Born Fuly 15, 1925

Died April, 1969

The house drummer for Motown
Records, William “Benny’’ Benjamin
appeared on scores of soul/pop hits.
An employee at Motown since the
label’s inception, Benjamin was a vital
member of ‘““The Funk Brothers”’,
backing acts such as The Four Tops,
Marvin Gaye, The Supremes, and his
close friend, Stevie Wonder. Instantly
recognisable, Benjamin’s drumming
was characterised by its strong,
danceable, heart beat-like beat. But
like most of his bandmates, Benjamin
remained virtually unknown to the
public during the label’s heyday in the
Sixties. Abusing alcohol by the late
Sixties, Benjamin’s duties were
gradually assumed by his understudies,
drummers Richard Allen and Uriel
Jones. With his health worsening,
Benjamin retired shortly before his
death.

CAUSE: Stroke.

Duster Bennett

(ANTHONY BENNETT)

Born 1947

Died March 26, 1976

British blues singer, guitarist and
harmonica player who was a member
of John Mayall’s Bluesbreakers in the
late Sixties, Duster Bennett had
previously worked as half of a duo with
Yardbirds’ guitarist Tony ‘“Top”’
Topham. Signing with Blue Horizon
Records in 1967, Bennett’s début
album, Smiling Like I'm Happy (1968),
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featured members of Fleetwood Mac.
Recording for RAK Records beginning
in 1974, Bennett scored a minor hit
with ‘Coming Home.’

CAUSE: He died in a car crash in
Warwickshire, England. He was
returning home after sharing a bill
with bluesman Memphis Slim.

Wayne Bennett

Born December 13, 1932

Died November 28, 1992

Prolific R&B/blues guitarist and
vocalist, Wayne Bennett recorded
behind Otis Spann and Elmore James
at Chess Records, and with Magic
Sam and Buddy Guy at Cobra
Records. He frequently worked with
Bobby ““Blue’ Bland, appearing on his
signature hit ‘Farther Up the Road’.
CAUSE: Heart failure. He died in New
Orleans. He had been scheduled to
receive a replacement heart later in the
week.

Brook Benton

(BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PEAY)

Born September 1, 1931

Died April 16, 1988

A glossy-voiced soul singer and prolific
songwriter, Brook Benton began as a
gospel singer in his father’s Methodist
church in Camden, South Carolina.
Joining a series of notable East Coast
gospel groups, Benton passed through
The Golden Gate Quartet, The
Camden Jubilee Singers and The
Jerusalem Stars. Moving to New York
in 1948, he supported himself as a
dishwasher and truck driver. Leaving
gospel for R&B, Benton joined a group
called The Sandmen, recording at
OKeh Records in 1955. Also that year,
he formed a songwriting partnership
with Clyde Otis, who had joined
Mercury Records as the head of their
A&R department. With Otis signing
Benton to Mercury, Benton first found
success as a songwriter as three
Benton/Otis collaborations hit the Top
10 in 1958: ‘Looking Back’ by Nat
“King” Cole, ‘A Lover’s Question’ by
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Clyde McPhatter, and “The Stroll’, a
huge seller for The Diamonds. But
with his sweet, mellow, baritone voice,
Benton soon reeled off his own string
of hits, including ‘It’s Just A Matter Of
Time’ (1959), ‘Endlessly’ (1959), and
‘Thank You Pretty Baby’ (1959). Otis
and Benton parted in 1961 after the
release of Benton’s million-selling
R&B version of the folk standard, “The
Boll Weevil Song’. In the early Sixties
Benton scored a series of duet hits
with Dinah Washington, with whom
he constantly clashed. After a career
lull, in 1970 Benton scored his last
major chart entry with an elegant
cover of the Tony Joe White classic,
‘Rainy Night In Georgia’. In the
Seventies Benton continued to record
for a series of labels including Stax and
MGM. Benton reunited with Otis in
1978 to score an R&B hit with the title
track of his album, Makin’ Love Is
Good For You. Finding religion,
Benton preached at a Bronx church in
the early Eighties. He later sued
Mercury Records for $750,000 over
unpaid royalties, the case settled in
1988.

CAUSE: Although Benton’s family
refused to disclose the exact cause of
death, initial reports claimed
pneumonia and related diabetes. Later
it was revealed that he succumbed to
bacterial meningitis. He died at Mary
Immaculate Hospital in Queens, New
York.

Bert Berns

(BERTRAND BERNS)

Born November 8, 1929

Died December 30, 1967

Bronx-born R&B producer who once
worked as a nightclub pianist in pre-
Castro Cuba, Bert Berns pursued a
solo career in the early Sixties,
releasing several obscure singles under
the stage name of Russell Byrd. But
Berns first garnered fame for his
production work with The Drifters
after the departure of Leiber & Stoller
from Atlantic Records in 1963.

BERRY

Continuing The Drifters’ chart run,
Berns oversaw the sessions for the
group’s final hits including the rock
standard, ‘Under The Boardwalk’ and
‘Saturday Night At The Movies’.
During 1964, Berns visited England,
producing ‘Here Comes The Night’
for both Them and Lulu. Berns later
launched a pair of labels, Shout and
Bang Records, whose rosters featured
Neil Diamond, The McCoys, The
Strangeloves and Van Morrison, for
whom he produced his breakthrough
solo hit, ‘Brown Eyed Girl’. Also a
prolific songwriter — often in
collaboration with Jerry Ragavoy —
Berns employed the pseudonym of
Bert Russell on hits such as ‘Piece Of
My Heart’, “Time Is On My Side’,
“Twist And Shout’, ‘Cry To Me’, ‘A
Little Bit Of Soap’ and ‘My Girl
Sloopy’, the latter an early version of
‘Hang On Sloopy’. Three decades
after Berns’ death, his widow Illene
Berns launched Bang II Records,
having sold the original label’s name
and masters to CBS in 1969. Berns’
finest work is compiled on the two CD
set, Sloopy II Music Presents The Songs
Of Bert Russell Berns (1997).

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died
suddenly in a New York City hotel
room.

Richard Berry

Born April 11, 1935

Died Fanuary 23, 1997

A central figure in the Fifties Los
Angeles doo-wop and R&B scene,
Richard Berry is best known for his
frat-rock classic ‘Louie Louie’. A
Louisiana native, Berry was raised in
Los Angeles, stricken with polio as a
toddler. Attending Jefferson High
School, Berry was surrounded by a
host of future R&B stars including
Jesse Belvin and Curtis Williams.
Working with a series of vocal groups,
he collaborated on recordings with
The Crowns, The Flairs, and The
Robins. Berry first appeared on a hit
record in 1954 as a guest lead vocalist
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on The Robins’ ‘Riot In Cell Block
#9°. Also that year, he traded vocals
with Etta James on her smash hit “The
Wallflower (Roll With Me Henry)’.
Recording ‘Louie Louie’ in 1957 as by
Richard Berry and The Pharaohs, the
record was a minor hit at the time, the
song detailing the exploits of a
bartender and a love-starved customer
in a Jamaican bar. Needing money to
get married, in 1957 Berry sold the
copyrights of seven of his songs,
including ‘Louie Louie’, for $750.
Over the years, the three-chord song
was covered by several Pacific
Northwest rock groups; after The
Wailers scored a regional hit in 1960,
both Paul Revere & The Raiders and
The Kingsmen recorded the song,
with the latter’s version becoming a
rock classic. Although Berry remained
a fixture on the Los Angeles music
scene throughout the Sixties, he was
unable to garner national success.
When Rhino Records was compiling
an all ‘Louie Louie’ compilation
album in 1986, the label asked Berry
to submit a newly recorded version
after the song’s copyright owners
demanded an exorbitant fee for Berry’s
original rendition. By the mid-
Eighties, Berry reclaimed partial
ownership rights to the song, winning
about $2 million of its $10 million
accrued royalties.

CAUSE: He died in his sleep at his Los
Angeles home after suffering an
aneurysm. He had previously
experienced heart problems.

FURTHER READING: Marsh, Dave.
(1993). Louie Louie: The History and
Mythology Of The World’s Most Famous
Rock’n’Roll Song. New York:
Hyperion.

Big Bopper

(JiLES PERRY RICHARDSON, JR.)

Born October 10, 1932

Died February 3, 1959

A Texas disc jockey turned rock’n’roll
singer who had the misfortune of being
immortalised by his death in the same
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plane crash that killed Buddy Holly,
“J.P.” Richardson was the son of a
Texas oil worker. Given a guitar by his
father, the musically inclined youth
taught himself by playing along with
country and gospel songs on the radio.
After attending technical school and
earning a degree in radio and
television, he landed a deejay position
at KTRM in Beaumont, Texas in
1953. Adopting the radio persona of
The Big Bopper, and calling his
programme Club 990, he spoke in a
black dialect with his deep bass voice.
Drafted a year later, he began to
compose music while in the service.
Returning to KTRM in 1957, his
popularity soared. Entering a
recording studio in 1958, The Big
Bopper recorded a mediocre parody
song, “The Purple People Eater Meets
The Witch Doctor’ for “D’’ Records,
in an effort to capitalise on a pair of
recent novelty hits. With the song a
flop, deejays instead played the B-side,
‘Chantilly Lace’. Picked up by
Mercury Records, the single went on
to sell over six million copies and
catapulted the Texas deejay to
stardom. The Big Bopper landed one
more hit, ‘Big Bopper’s Wedding’
(1958) and wrote Johnny Preston’s hit
‘Running Bear’ on which he can be
heard making Indian calls in the
background.

CAUSE: In January, 1959, The Big
Bopper joined the ““Winter Dance
Party” tour during which he would
sing ‘Chantilly Lace’ into a prop
telephone. Also featuring Holly and
Ritchie Valens, the tour began on
January 23, 1959, at George Devine’s
Ballroom in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
and was scheduled to end at the
Illinois State Armory in Springfield on
February 15, 1960. The admission to
the sold-out show at Surf Ballroom in
Clear Lake, Iowa, was $1.25. With a
blistering winter freeze outside, a sell-
out was not expected. In spite of
night-time temperatures which
plummeted to well below-zero, the

|
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~ entire caravan, including Dion & The
Belmonts, were forced to tour in a
dilapidated former school bus with a
broken heater. Refusing to freeze on
the trip to the next concert, a
frustrated Buddy Holly decided
instead to charter a plane, and was
joined by Ritchie Valens. Shortly

* before the plane’s departure, The Big
Bopper convinced Waylon Jennings,

" Holly’s then-unknown bass player, to

| give up his seat on the chartered craft.

| Taking off in a blinding snowstorm,
the private plane departed from an
airfield in Mason City, lowa, and was
destined for Fargo, North Dakota.
With newlywed, local resident Roger
Peterson at the controls, the craft went

" down minutes after takeoff, at
1:50 a.m. An investigative team ruled
that pilot error caused the crash. After
a successful take-off, Peterson
experienced vertigo and flew directly

. into the ground. Instead of being a

. footnote in rock music history as
the artist who scored one major rock
hit, The Big Bopper was thus
immortalised as a rock and roll
casualty.

Big L
(LamMoNT COLEMAN)

. Born 1977

" Died February 15, 1999
A member of New York City-based

- rap outfit Diggin’ in Tha Crates (a.k.a.

+ DITC), Big L. was murdered shortly
before the release of the group’s
Tommy Boy Records début. Big L. had
previously released a solo album at
Columbia Records, Lifestylz ov da
Poor and Dangerous (1995).
CAUSE: He was shot to death in front
of his home in Harlem.

Big Maybelle
(MABEL Louis SMITH)
~ Born May 1, 1924
. Died January 23, 1972
- A pioneering R&B shouter, Big
. Maybelle earned her musical training
. in a sanctified church in Jackson,

BIHARI

Tennessee. Leaving her gospel choir
at the age of 12 in 1936, she joined a
black, all-girl musical revue, The
Sweethearts Of Rhythm. Touring
extensively through the deep South
until her twentieth birthday, she then
joined The Christine Chatman
Orchestra as lead vocalist, before
leaving to front Tiny Bradshaw’s R&B
orchestra. Recording for the first time
under her own name, Maybelle Smith,
in 1948, she released several singles at
King Records. Discovered by Fred
Mendelsohn at a Detroit nightclub
and signed to the CBS-owned OKeh
Records as Big Maybelle, she scored a
series of R&B hits with ‘Gabbin’
Biues’ (1952), ‘Way Back Home’
(1953), and ‘My Country Man’
(1953). A swaggering, rotund woman,
Big Maybelle did not have the finesse
of Ruth Brown or the class of Dinah
Washington, nor was she able to cross
over into the pop market. A gritty,
full-voiced, growling and gyrating
R&B shouter, Big Maybelle was a
superstar in the black community
during the early Fifties. Burt after
developing a severe drug habit, her
recording success waned. With OKeh
Records refusing to renew her
contract in 1956, she switched to
Savoy Records. Her career slumping,
she landed her final hit of the decade
with ‘Candy’ (1956). Making a
comeback in the late Sixties, she
scored a pair of soul-flavoured hits
with ‘Don’t Pass Me By’ (1966) and a
cover of ? and The Mysterians’ ‘96
Tears’ (1967). Enjoying a new wave of
popularity during the blues revival of
the late Sixties, Big Maybelle
performed occasionally until 1971.
Late in life, she moved to Cleveland
to live with her mother.

CAUSE: She died while in a diabetic
coma in a Cleveland hospital.

Jules Bihari

Born September 8, 1913

Died November 17, 1984

The founder of the pioneering West
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Coast R&B label, Modern Records,
Jules Bihari operated the company
with his younger siblings. Moving
from Oklahoma with his Hungarian-
Jewish family to the Watts section of
Los Angeles in 1941, Bihari launched
a jukebox company, relegated by his
established competitors to the
ignored black sections of the city.
Unable to fully stock his jukeboxes
with jazz and blues records, Bihari
was forced to start his own label.
Aided by a pair of brothers — Joe
(who was still in high school) and
Saul who was attending business
college) — Jules was the driving

force behind Modern Records,

the label’s name taken from

Modern Music Jukebox, the

former employer of yet another
brother, Lester Bihari. Eventually,
three Bihari sisters — Roz, Maxene,
and Florette — were brought

on board. Modern’s first release,
‘Swingin’ The Boogie’ by pianist/
singer Hadda Brooks, cost $800

and was a strong West Coast seller.
Although initially targeting bebop
jazz, the Bihari Brothers signed
artists like Russel Jacquet and

Gene Phillips. Expanding their
empire in 1948, the Biharis
established the first of several
subsidiaries beginning with RPM,
and later including Kent, Flair,

and a budget label, Crown. And

in 1952, Lester Bihari settled in
Memphis to launch the affiliated,
Meteor label. Embracing blues, jazz,
doo-wop, and R&B, the Biharis were
regularly scoring paydirt with artists
such as B.B. King, John Lee Hooker,
Elmore James, Jimmy Witherspoon,
Jesse Belvin, and Etta James. After the
death of Saul Bihari and retirement of
Joe Bihari in 1975, the label subsisted
chiefly as a reissue company. The
Biharis sold Modern and its
subsidiaries in 1984.

CAUSE: He died in Los Angeles after
being hospitalised for an undisclosed,
long-term illness.
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Bill Black

(WiLLIAM PATTON BLACK, JR.)

Born September 17, 1926

Died October 21, 1965

The stand-up bass player and the
“Bill”” of Elvis Presley’s famous
backing duo ““Scotty & Bill”’, Bill
Black played a key role in Presley’s
meteoric ascent to fame in the mid-
Fifties. Moving to urban Memphis in
his teens, Black quit high school at the
age of 16 to work for a rail shipping
company. After a stint in the army, he
returned to Memphis in 1947,
eventually finding work at a Firestone
tyre plant. Playing a huge, rockabilly-
style, stand-up bass, he formed a
fiddle-based, honky-tonk country
group with several co-workers, Doug
Poindexter and The Starlight
Wranglers. A popular local draw, the
group members were acquainted with
Sam Phillips of Sun Records, where
Black and bandmate Scotty Moore did
occasional session work. In 1954,
Black and Moore were hired by

Phillips to back a young, raw Presley at
his first sessions. Unimpressed by their

initial recordings, Phillips was instead
mesmerised by an impromptu
performance of “That’s Alright Mama’
during a break in the sessions. Signed
to Sun, the trio was billed on the
record label as Elvis Presley with
“Scotty and Bill”’. But with Presley

coming under the grip of new manager

Col. Tom Parker, who signed the
emerging singer to RCA Records in

1956, Scotty and Bill were relegated to

mere backing musicians. While Elvis
earned millions, Scotty and Bill
received basic union scale. As well as
the now legendary Sun recordings, the
pair also appeared on most of Elvis’
early RCA records including ‘All
Shook Up’, ‘Heartbreak Hotel” and
‘Jailhouse Rock’. Parting with Presley
in 1958, the pair were fired for asking
for an increase in their $100 per week
salary (8200 if they were on the road).
Scotty and Bill returned for a handful
of concert dates, but then left for

|
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good. In late 1958, Black formed a
successful instrumental group, The
Bill Black Combo, scoring hits with
‘Smokie — Part 2’ (1959), the million-
selling, ‘White Silver Sands’ (1960),
and a cover of Presley’s ‘Don’t Be
Cruel’ (1960). Black launched his own
record and production company in
1962, Lyn-Lou, and appeared with his
combo in the film, Teenage Millionaire.
CAUSE: Diagnosed with a brain
tumour in early 1965, Black died
several months later. After the onset of
his illness, Black signed over the reins
of The Bill Black Combo to guitarist
Bob Tucker, who led the group into
the Eighties. Black died in Memphis.
FURTHER READING: Guralnick, Peter.
(1994). Last Train To Memphis: The
Rise Of Elvis Presley. New York: Little,
Brown.

Robert ‘“Bumps’’ Blackwell
(ROBERT A. BLACKWELL)

Born May 23, 1918

Died March 9, 1985

A prolific songwriter and producer, the
classically trained, Seattle-born Robert
“Bumps’ Blackwell had formed an
R&B band in the late Forties with a
pair of then-unknowns, Ray Charles
and Quincy Jones. A successful
entrepreneur, Blackwell soon operated
a nightclub, butcher shop, jewellery
store, and even a fleet of taxicabs.
Working at Specialty Records in the
Fifties, Blackwell managed and co-
wrote most of the hits of Little Richard
including ‘Good Golly, Miss Molly’,
‘Long Tall Sally’, ‘Rip It Up’ and
‘Ready Teddy’. And although he
prodded Sam Cooke to switch from
gospel to R&B, he was unable to
convince labelmates The Blind Boys of
Alabama to do the same. After leaving
his position as bandleader and arranger
at Specialty Records, Blackwell helped
launch Keen Records, where Sam Cooke
scored his early pop hits beginning with
‘You Send Me’. Blackwell later worked
with Herb Alpert, Ike & Tina Turner,
and Sonny Bono.

BLAKELY

CAUSE: He died from a heart attack
and pneumonia at Whittier Hospital in
Los Angeles. Suffering from glaucoma,
he was nearly blind in the last years of
his life.

Jerry Blaine

Born December 10, 1910

Died March 1973

A former jazz bandleader turned music
mogul, Jerry Blaine broke into the
industry in the Forties as he moved
through the ranks of National
Records. After a promotion to sales
manager, he teamed with the label’s
A&R chief Herb Abramson in forming
the tiny Jubilee Records. With
Abramson struggling with another
venture, the fledgling Atlantic
Records, Blaine assumed control of
Jubilee. Initially recording a former
National Records act The Orioles,
Blaine managed a string of pioneering
doo-wop hits at Jubilee. Wanting to
launch an R&B/rock label, Blaine
débuted the Josie imprint in 1954 and
enjoyed success with The Cadillacs,
Bobby Freeman and J. Frank Wilson.
In the early Sixties, Blaine organised
his many labels — including Port,
Dana, and Chex — under The Jay-Gee
Record Company umbrella.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Alan Blakely

Born Apnil 1, 1942

Died Fune 10,1996

Rhythm guitarist and keyboard player
of The Tremeloes, Alan Blakely
formed the group in 1959 with
schoolfriends in Dagenham, England.
Blakely was originally the group’s
drummer in the Brian Poole-fronted
group. Originally a cover band billed
as Brian Poole & The Tremeloes, they
enjoyed British success in 1963 with
the singles “Twist And Shout’ and ‘Do
You Love Me’. The group was signed
by Decca in preference to The Beatles,
largely because they were based closer
to Decca’s London headquarters. In
1964 the group again topped the UK
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charts with the ballad ‘Someone
Someone’, which featured Buddy
Holly’s manager Norman Petty on
piano. With Brian Poole leaving the
group for a solo career in 1966, new
lead singer/bassist Len “Chip”
Hawkes led The Tremeloes on a series
of hits including the Cat Stevens-
penned ‘Here Comes My Baby’, the
chart topping ‘Silence Is Golden’ and
‘Even The Bad Times Are Good’. In
an attempt to keep up with changing
tastes The Tremeloes took a
progressive rock turn in 1970 with the
album Master but they were unable to
adapt to the underground music of the
era and soon found themselves on the
cabaret and “oldies’ circuit. With
Hawkes quitting the group after
suffering an injury in a car crash in 1974,
Blakely left soon after in January 1975.
CAUSE: Cancer.

Edgar V. Blanchard

EDGAR V. BLANCHARD, SR.

Bornc. 1915

Died October 17, 1972

Pioneering New Orleans R&B guitarist
and bandleader who worked with Little
Richard, B.B. King, Roy Brown, Paul
Gayten and others, Edgar Blanchard
also provided the backing guitar on Sam
Cooke’s breakthrough pop hit ‘You
Send Me’. Leading bands such as The
Gondoliers, Blanchard occasionally
recorded under his own name.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died in New
Orleans.

Richard Blandon

Born August 16, 1934

Died December 30, 1991

The lead singer of the 1950s R&B
group The Dubs, Richard Blandon
was raised in the deep south city of
Montgomery, Alabama. While
stationed in New York City during an
Air Force stint in the mid-Fifties, he
formed a vocal group called The 5
Wings, supplying lead tenor vocals.
Blandon then joined his cousin Bill
Carlisle on second tenor to form The
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Marvels. Renamed The Dubs in 1957,
the group recorded a Blandon :
composition, ‘Don’t Ask Me (To Be
Lonely)’ for the tiny Johnson label.
With the song garnering national
attention, The Dubs landed at the . \
larger, George Goldner-owned Gone |
label, where the re-released single ‘
would become their first hit. Also :
written by Blandon, The Dubs’ follow-
up release, ‘Could This Be Magic’

(1957), featured Blandon’s

impassioned vocals. A romantic, doo-
wop ballad, it would be the group’s
biggest hit. The Dubs’ final hit came

in 1958 with a non-Blandon

composition, ‘Be Sure My Love’ 3
(1958). Blandon would form various
incarnations of The Dubs into the il
1990s, releasing a series of singlesona
variety of labels. 4
CAUSE: Unknown. He died in New 18
York City.

Howard Blauvelt

(HowARD ARTHUR BLAUVELT)

Born 1949

Died October 25, 1993

Bass player for the Seventies hard-rock
group, Ram Jam, Howard Blauvelt

had once played alongside Billy Joel.

In the late Sixties, Blauvelt had been a
member of the Long Island, New
York-based surf rock group, The

Echoes, when he asked schoolmate

Billy Joel to join on piano. A popular

bar band, the Echoes evolved into a
British Invasion cover band called the
Lost Souls. But when the Lost Souls
shared a bill with the Hassles in 1967,
Joel and Blauvelt left to join the more |
skilful band. Signing with United |
Artist Records, the Hassles releaseda ¢
pair of obscure albums, with Joel |
leaving the group in 1969. By 1974
Blauvelt had joined Ram Jam, a hard-
rock group that scored a hit with a i
reworked cover of Leadbelly’s ‘Black :
Betty’ (1977). Calling the song

offensive, the NAACP launched a ’
boycott against the group. Wounded

by the negative publicity, Ram Jam i
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released just two albums before
disbanding. In 1991, Blauvelt joined a

' local New York City group called
. Spitball.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died on
arrival at the Downtown Hospital in

. New York City.

. Archie Bleyer

Born Fune 12, 1909
Died March 20, 1989

. A popular bandleader who found fame

on the radio and television
programmes 7he Arthur Godfrey Show,
Archie Bleyer formed Cadence
Records in the early Fifties with
another Godfrey-alumni, singer Julius
LaRosa. When Bleyer left Godfrey, he

~ took along The Chordettes with him.

Cadence’s first star act, The
Chordettes included Bleyer’s soon-to-
be wife, Janet Ertel. Other Cadence
successes came with Andy Williams,

. The McGuire Sisters, and The Everly

Brothers. Retiring from
music in the mid-Sixties, Bleyer

- mothballed Cadence.

CAUSE: Parkinson’s disease. He died
in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.

' Janet Bleyer

(JANET ERTEL)

Born September 21, 1913

Died November 22, 1988

The bass vocalist for the all-girl,
barbershop group, The Chordettes,

. Janet Ertel was asked to join them by

her college friend, Jinny Osborn.
Formed in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, in
1946, the group blossomed under the
musical guidance and financial
assistance of Osborn’s father (a former
barbershop singer). An immediate
success, The Chordettes toured
heavily in the late Forties. While

' taking college classes, Ertel was

replaced on road dates by Nancy

- Overton. The Chordettes garnered

national exposure as regulars on
Arthur Godrey’s popular radio and

. television programmes. In 1950,

Godrey aided the group in landing a

BLOOM

recording contract with Columbia. But
fired by Godrey in 1953, The
Chordettes were replaced on the
programme by The McGuire Sisters.
Signing with Cadence Records in 1954
(the label launched by Godrey’s
former bandleader and Ertel’s fiancee,
Archie Bleyer), The Chordettes moved
away from their traditional sound,
scoring several pop hits including ‘Mr.
Sandman’ and ‘Lollipop’. In 1955,
Ertel married Bleyer. The Chordettes
appeared on the first episode of the
national version of Dick Clark’s
American Bandstand in 1957. After the
Chordettes disbanded in the early
Sixties, Ertel and her husband moved
to Freeport, and then back to
Sheboygan in 1986. Ertel last sang
with The Chordettes at a barbershop
music convention in 1984.

CAusk: Cancer. She died in Black
River, Wisconsin. Archie Bleyer died
shortly after on March 20, 1989, of
Parkinson’s disease at the age of 80.

Bobby Bloom

Born 1946

Died February 28, 1974

A multifaceted pop and soul singer-
songwriter, Bobby Bloom broke into
music during the early Sixties as a
member of a small R&B combo, The
Imaginations. A skilled musician,
Bloom soon found success as a
popular session player. Also a
songwriter, Bloom in the late Sixties
wrote or co-wrote a number of hits
including ‘Mony, Mony’ for Tommy
James And The Shondells, and ‘Indian
Giver’ and ‘Special Delivery’ for the
bubblegum-pop group 1910 Fruitgum
Company. Bloom also performed as a
sessionman for Don Kirshner’s
fictitious, cartoon group, The Archies,
on their hits, ‘Sunshine’ and ‘Shang-A-
Lang’. Recording as a solo artist in
1966 at Kama Sutra Records, he first
used the moniker, Bobby Mann.
Finally recording under his real name
in 1970, he turned out a number of
singles on several labels. A solo effort
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The Bobby Bloom Album, spawned his
only Top 40 hit, ‘Montego Bay’
(1970). He released a second solo
album the following year.

CAUSE: He accidentally shot and killed
himself in Hollywood, California.

Michael Bloomfield

Born Fuly 28, 1944

Died February 15, 1981

A talented, white, Jewish, blues
guitarist and singer, Bloomfield taught
himself to play on borrowed
instruments from his uncle’s
pawnshop. A natural leftie, Bloomfield
forced himself to play the guitar right-
handed. Reared in an affluent Chicago
family, he switched from the rockabilly
of his idol, Elvis’ guitarist Scotty
Moore, to the blues he heard on local
black radio. Riding the bus to
Chicago’s south side nightclubs, he
was tolerated by the city’s blues
players and before long blues legends
like B.B. King, Big Joe Williams and
Muddy Waters accepted the ““little
rich white kid”’, teaching him proper
techniques. After graduating from high
school, Bloomfield joined the newly
electric folkie Bob Dylan at the
Newport Folk Festival, and on the
album Highway 61 Revisited (1965),
which featured the hit ‘Like A Rolling
Stone’. By age 20, Bloomfield was also
managing a blues club. Then along
with longtime collaborator Nick
Gravesnites, Bloomfield joined the
Paul Butterfield Blues Band in 1965 to
record the classic début album The
Paul Buiterfield Blues Band. A rocking,
bluesy record featuring tracks such as
‘Born In Chicago’, it made blues stars
out of both Bloomfield and
Butterfield. Bloomfield and Gravenites
left Butterfield’s group in 1967 and
along with drummer Buddy Miles
formed the experimental group,
Electric Flag. The horn and guitar-
based blues-rock band débuted at the
Monterey Pop Festival. Leaving
Electric Flag after releasing one
disjointed studio album, A Long Time
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Comin’ (1968), Bloomfield teamed 3
with Al Kooper and Steven Stills on .\1
the pioneering, guitar-rock album, 3
Super Session (1968). Shunning the g
studio tricks of his contemporaries, d)\
Bloomfield preferred unadorned, ]
straightforward electric blues. }

Bloomfield rejoined Butterfield in {
1969 to assist their mentor Muddy 1
Waters on the appropriately titled ;
album, Fathers And Sons. Pursuing a i

solo career in the Seventies, 1
Bloomfield released several fine
albums including the heralded !
Triumwirate. Though not a particularly |
heavy drug user, Bloomfield’s output
was negatively affected by his {
substance abuse in the Seventies. His ;
final album, Living In The Fast Lane,
was released in 1980. In the last years
of his life, he taught college-level blues
courses.

CAUSE: Drug overdose. While the
usually cited drug is Valium (an empty
bottle was found in the car), some
sources claim Bloomfield overdosed
on cocaine and heroin. He was found
dead in his Mercedes, with all four
doors locked, near his home in San
Francisco. Some of his friends
suspected foul play, claiming that
Bloomfield was in great spirits at the
time.

FURTHER READING: Ward, Ed. (1983).
Michael Bloomfield: The Rise And Fall
Of An American Hero. Port Chester,
NY: Cherry Lane.

David Blue

(STUART DAVID COHEN)

Born February 18, 1941

Died December 2, 1982

Born in Providence, Rhode Island,
folk-rock singer and songwriter, Stuart
Cohen gravitated to the Greenwich
Village folk scene in the early Sixties,
garnering a strong following with his
politically charged performances.
Enthralled with the compositions of
fellow folk singer Bob Dylan, Blue
became a prolific folk-style songwriter.
But upon hearing The Beatles in 1964,
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Blue took a turn toward rock music.
Moving from guitar to organ in 1965,
he joined Country Joe & The Fish,
now as David Cohen. Formed by
McDonald and Barry Melton at
Berkeley University, the group was
leading large-scale, on-campus student
demonstrations. The ultimate, anti-
Vietnam War, anti-establishment,
hippy protest band, The Fish had a
loyal underground following that
lasted into the early Seventies. After
recording three EPs, it was the title
track of their second album, I Feel Like
I'm Fixin’ To Die (1967), that captured
the sentiment of the war protesters.
Cohen left the group after their third
album, Together (1968). Returning to a
solo career as David Blue, he released
a series of poorly received EPs and
albums before moving to stage acting
in the Seventies. In 1976, he backed
Dylan on his Rolling Thunder Revue.
Also a film actor, he appeared in
American Friend (1978).

CAUSE: He died from a heart attack
while jogging through Washington
Park in New York City.

Curt Boettcher

Born 1944

Died Fune, 1987

Producer of many Sixties surf and
psychedelic rock hits, Curt Boettcher
worked on recordings by Tommy Roe
and The Association (including the
hits ‘Along Comes Mary’ and
‘Cherish’). Along with Gary Usher, he
was involved in the studio groups
Sagittarius and The Millenium.
Boettcher also recorded a solo album
There’s An Innocent Face in 1973. As
Curt Becher he produced many artists,
and co-produced The Beach Boys’
‘Here Comes The Night’.

CAUSE: Liver complications.

Neil Bogart

(NEIL BOGATZ)

Born February 3, 1941

Died May 8, 1982
Singer-turned-record executive, Neil

BOLAN

Bogart launched his musical career in
1961 as Neil Scott, scoring a pop hit
with ‘Bobby’. Then after briefly
pursuing an acting career under the
name Wayne Roberts, he returned to
music, landing a position with the
industry trade publication Cashbox.
After heading Cameo-Parkway
Records in the mid-Sixties, Bogart
founded Buddah Records along with
Jeff Katz and Jerry Kasenetz.
Assuming production duties at the
label, Bogart oversaw dozens of
bubblegum style pop hits beginning
with The Lemon Pipers (‘Green
Tambourine’) and continuing with
Ohio Express and 1910 Fruitgum
Company. Leaving Buddah in 1974,
Bogart launched Casablanca Records,
the label dominated by Kiss and a
number of disco artists, including
Donna Summer and the outrageous
five-man band, The Village People.
During its short life Casablanca
became known for gratuitous excess
and the extravagance of parties thrown
to herald new signings and successful
records. Vast quantities of cocaine
were allegedly consumed on company
premises, drug orders being taken
daily by a girl who dashed from office
to office on roller skates. Establishing
the Casablanca film division with Peter
Gruber in 1976, Bogart scored a box-
office hit with Midnight Express.
Following the demise of disco, Bogart
and partners Peter Gruber and Jon
Peters launched Boardwalk Records in
1980, their early success coming with
the chart-topping ‘I Love Rock And
Roll’ by Joan Jett.

CAUSE: Cancer. He had been
diagnosed a year earlier. He died at the
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los
Angeles.

Marc Bolan

(MARK FELD)

Born September 30, 1947

Died September 16, 1977

The leader of the popular British rock
group T. Rex, Marc Bolan launched
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his show business career as a child
actor on the BBC television series
Orlando. As a teenage model, he took
the stage name of Toby Tyler.
Receiving his first guitar at age nine,
Bolan formed a skiffle group a year
later. Headstrong, he was expelled
from school at the age of 14. During
an extended stay in Paris in 1964,
Bolan became enthralled by black
magic, a subject which he would later
explore in his lyrics. Pursuing a
musical career, initially as Marc
Bowland, he recorded the poorly
received single “The Wizard’ (1965).
Joining the rock group John’s Children
in 1967, he quickly left to form his
own band, Tyrannosaurus Rex.
Evolving into a quirky folk duo with
drummer Steve Peregrine-Took,
Tyrannosaurus Rex found a huge
following among the new British
underground and were championed by
the influential D] John Peel. Then, in
1969, Bolan fired his partner and
shocked longtime fans by going
electric and adopting a glam-rock
image. Leading the renamed T. Rex,
Bolan became an unlikely teen-idol
and found international fame with the
breakthrough album, Electric Warrior
(1971), highlighted by the group’s
only US hit ‘Bang A Gong (Get It
On)’ (1972). Donning an androgynous
look with long corkscrew curls, feather
boas and spangled outfits, Bolan was
in the forefront of the British glitter-
rock movement alongside David
Bowie and Elton John. T. Rex’s only
rival on the UK singles charts during
the early Seventies was the more
downmarket but marginally more
successful Slade. Nevertheless T. Rex
enjoyed 11 Top 10 singles, including
four number 1s, between 1970 and
1973. Not surprisingly in view of the
disparity in taste between UK and US
rock fans, Bolan was unable to
translate his UK success into
American success, and he alienated the
US press with boastful comments and
was subsequently ignored there. Bolan
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remained a star in Britain and T. Rex
released a series of critically acclaimed ]
albums including The Slider (1972) |
and Tanx (1973). Bolan had plenty of
high profile friends with whom he was
often photographed, including David |
Bowie, Elton John and Ringo Starr. 1
The former Beatles’ drummer even |
directed a movie about the success of |
T. Rex, entitled Born To Boogie, in
which Elton was featured. With his
popularity waning by 1973, Bolan
hired a female back-up trio, which
included his future girlfriend,
American soul singer Gloria Jones
(who would give birth to his son
Rolan). Jones, who became the
group’s keyboard player a year later, |
attempted to infuse soul into the

group’s sound. Bolan became a British
tax exile in 1974, fleeing to Monte

Carlo where he suffered a heart attack
later in the year. By this time he had
developed a cocaine habit and had
alienated many of his allies. By the
mid-Seventies his popularity was

waning in England. After disbanding

T. Rex in 1975, Bolan formed a new
line-up in 1976, landing his final

British hit with ‘I Love To Boogie’
(1976). At the time of his death, Bolan
was hosting a British children’s

television programme.

CAUSE: Car crash. Leaving a London
nightclub shortly before 5 a.m., the
inebriated Bolan was a passenger in a
Mini GT. Since Bolan did not drive, |
at the wheel was his common-law wife,
Gloria Jones, who crashed the vehicle
into a roadside tree near Putney in

south west London. Following behind

in another car was Jones’ brother,
Richard, who arrived at the crash

scene within seconds. Bolan had been
crushed by the impact and died

instantly. Jones was subsequently

charged with drunk driving. Jones
recuperated from her wounds and
eventually continued her recording
career. The scarred tree has become a
shrine to Bolan.

FURTHER READING: Paytress, Mark.
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(1992). Twentieth Century Boy: The
Marc Bolan Story. London: Sidgwick &
Jackson.

Jesse Bolian
Born June 8, 1941

' Died August 24, 1994
- Second tenor of the Sixties Chicago

R&B group The Artistics, Jesse Bolian
appeared on the hit, ‘I’'m Gonna Miss
You’ (1966). Formed in 1958, The
Artistics signed with OKeh Records in
1963, before moving to Brunswick
three years later. The group disbanded
in 1974.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Tommy Bolin

Born December 4, 1950

Died December 4, 1976

Solo artist as well as a member of
Deep Purple, Zephyr and The James
Gang, the legendary Tommy Bolin

. was raised on electric blues and Fifties

rock. Although his mother was a music
teacher, Bolin never learned to read
music. After mastering the drums, he
switched to guitar at age 15.
Relocating to Boulder, Colorado, in
1968, Bolin formed a blues-rock band
called Ethereal Zephyr. After adding
David and Candy Givens to the
renamed Zephyr, the group recorded
two albums, including the Warner
Brothers release Going Back To
Colorado. Leaving Zephyr along with
bandmate Bobby Berge in early 1971,
Bolin formed a jazz-metal group called
Energy, the outfit serving as a vehicle
for Bolin’s compositions and intricate
guitar work. After a brief stint with
former Zephyr bandmates Candy and
David Givens in an oldies band called
The 4-Nikators, Bolin was out of work
for a year, during which time he
composed nearly a hundred songs.
Returning to music, Bolin played
session guitar on Billy Cobham’s jazz-
rock fusion album, Spectrum and went
on tour backing bluesman Albert
King. In August 1973, Bolin joined
The James Gang, as a replacement for

BOND

Joe Walsh. Leaving The James Gang
after recording just one album, Miami,
Bolin formed his own group, The
‘Tommy Bolin Band, and launched his
own label. After recording a solo
album and scoring a minor album-rock
hit with “Teaser’, Bolin subsequently
joined the perennial British hard-rock
Deep Purple as Ritchie Blackmore’s
replacement, appearing on the album
Come Taste The Band (1975). Purple
organist Jon Lord has stated that Bolin
was even more fluent than Blackmore
when it came to blues playing,
although Blackmore was a better all
round technical guitarist. With Bolin’s
drug use intensifying, his onstage
playing suffered to the extent where
towards the end of his Purple career
Bolin was reduced to playing
straightforward chords. When Deep
Purple disbanded, Bolin returned
briefly to his solo career but died
before re-establishing himself. His
guitar wizardry would not be fully
appreciated until years after his death.
CAUSE: He overdosed on morphine,
cocaine, Lidocaine and alcohol. Bolin
was barely breathing when he was
discovered unconscious by his
bandmates in his room at the Newport
Hotel in Miami. He was pronounced
dead on arrival at a local hospital. He
had performed the night before at the
Jai-A Lai Fronton club in Miami.
FURTHER READING: Charlesworth,
Chris. (1983). Deep Purple: The
Tllustrated Biography. London:
Omnibus.

Graham Bond

(JouN CLIFTON BOND)

Born October 28, 1937

Died May 8, 1974

A British blues-rock legend, Graham
Bond launched his professional career
in the jazz field in the late Fifties as a
saxophone player for The Don Rendell
Quintet. In 1962 Bond joined the
pioneering, British blues band, Alexis
Korner’s Blues Incorporated, as a
replacement for organist Cyril Davies.
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Davies was largely responsible for the
introduction of American blues music
into Britain. In 1963 Bond left
Korner, and with Ginger Baker and
Jack Bruce formed a jazz-R&B group,
The Graham Bond Trio. With the
addition of John McLaughlin, the
group evolved into The Graham Bond
Organisation, an R&B-flavoured
outfit. Switching from the saxophone
to the electric organ, by 1964 Bond
also experimented with a mellotron, an
early synthesizer. Though critically
acclaimed, the group had little
commercial success, scoring infrequent
hits with ‘Long Tall Shorty’ (1964)
and ‘Tammy’ (1965). Disbanding the
group in 1965, Bond left for the US
where he recorded a pair of solo
albums, Love Is The Law and The
Mighty Graham Bond. Returning to
London in late 1966, Bond formed the
group, Initiation, before joining
Ginger Baker’s underrated group,
Airforce. Selling moderately well in
Britain in 1970, the Bond compilation
album Solid Bond was an uneven
collection of Sixties tracks. In 1971
Bond formed a mystical-styled group,
Magick with his future wife Diane
Stewart. After divorcing Stewart, Bond
formed Magus, the group’s name
taken from the title of a high level
sorcerer. Bond’s later collaborative
releases with folk artists Pete Brown
and then Carolanne Pegg were met
with little interest. At the time of his
death he was becoming increasingly
obsessed by his interest in black magic
and the occult, to the extent that he
was telling friends he was the son of
noted mystic Aleister Crowley. Along
with John Mayall and Alexis Korner,
Graham Bond was a pivotal figure in
the birth of the British blues
movement of the mid-Sixties.

CAUSE: In the last year of his life,
Bond had become financially destitute.
Frustrated by his lack of success, his
drug use intensified and he suffered a
nervous breakdown. He was found
dead beneath a London subway train
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at Finsbury Park Station. Authorities
were uncertain whether he fell or
committed suicide.

FURTHER READING: Shapiro, Harry.
(1992). Graham Bond: The Mighty
Shadow. London: Guinness.

Johnny Bond

(Cyrus WHITFIELD BOND)

Born June 1, 1915

Died Fune 29, 1978

A popular country and western singer
and cowboy actor, Johnny Bond began
as a backing musician with Roy Rogers
in the film Saga Of Death Valley, one
of his dozens of film roles. After a stint
in the Jimmy Wakely Trio on Gene
Autry’s Melody Ranch programme,
Bond later formed his own band, the
Red River Roys. By the Fifties, Bond
emerged as a solo act on Gene Autry’s
Republic Records, enjoying several
novelty hits about drinking including
‘Sick, Sober And Sorry’ (1951) and
‘10 Little Bottles’ (1965). Bond’s only
crossover pop entry came in 1960 with
‘Hot Rod Lincoln’, a song revived in
the Seventies by Commander Cody
and his Lost Planet Airmen.

CAUSE: Heart attack.

Ronnie Bond

Born May 4, 1942

Died November 13, 1992

A member of the British Sixties group,
The Troggs, Ronnie Bond provided
the drums on their hits, including the
garage group classic ‘Wild Thing’, the
UK chart topping ‘With A Girl Like
You’, the frantic ‘I Can’t Control
Myself” and the ballad ‘Love Is All
Around’. A former construction
worker, he joined the band in 1964.
The group garnered greater success in
their native England than in the US.
With the group disbanding in 1969,
Bond pursued a solo career, releasing
several singles. But by 1972, Bond
reteamed with former Troggs singer
Reg Presley in a new line-up.
Following a series of unpleasant
incidents, Presley fired Bond from the
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group in the mid-Eighties. A few
months before his death, Bond had
collaborated on the R.E.M. project
Athens Forever.

CAUSE: He died after a brief,
undisclosed illness at Winchester
General Hospital in Hampshire,
England.

John ‘““Bonzo’> Bonham
(JouN HENRY BONHAM)

Born May 31, 1948

Died September 25, 1980

The drummer with the legendary
blues-metal band Led Zeppelin, John
“Bonzo” Bonham worked as a
bricklayer before launching his musical
career in a series of Birmingham,
England-based bands, beginning with
Terry and The Spiders in 1964. With
the group The Band Of Joy, Bonham
backed his future bandmate Robert
Plant. Bonham subsequently worked
on the British touring circuit backing
Tim Rose and had been invited to join
Joe Cocker’s touring band when the
offer to join Led Zeppelin came up.
Meanwhile, in 1968 guitarist Jimmy
Page of The Yardbirds was left
without a group when the other
members quit. Transforming The
Yardbirds into Led Zeppelin, he added
singer Plant, bassist John Paul Jones
and finally Bonham, though Page’s
first choice for drummer had been B.].
Wilson of Procol Harum. Led
Zeppelin was signed by Atlantic
Records, allegedly receiving a then-
unheard of advance of $200,000,
thanks to negotiations settled by their
astute manager, Peter Grant.
Releasing a self-titled début album in
1969, Zeppelin saluted their blues
roots with the inclusion of a pair of
Willie Dixon songs, ‘I Can’t Quit You
Baby’ and ‘You Shook Me’, alongside
genre-defining tracks such as ‘Dazed
And Confused’ and ‘Communication
Breakdown’. Despite lukewarm press
reviews the group ultimately set
attendance records on its US tours,
but took longer to ignite similar
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interest in England. The album Led
Zeppelin II (1969), was an international
smash, containing the group’s only US
Top 10 pop hit, “Whole Lotta Love’.
Another track, ‘Moby Dick’, featured
a 15-minute drum solo by Bonham.
An active songwriter within the group,
Bonham wrote or co-wrote
‘Communication Breakdown’, ‘D’Yer
Maker’, ‘Good Times, Bad Times’
and ‘Heartbreaker’. Mischievous and a
heavy drinker, Bonham set the
standard for hard rock drummers with
his uncanny ability to play lightly one
moment then come crashing down on
his kit with fearsome intensity the
next. The group’s untitled fourth
album in 1971 featured the AOR
classic ‘Stairway To Heaven’, the
most-played song in US radio during
the Seventies. Dominating album-rock
radio during the decade, Led Zeppelin
would spawn hundreds of imitators.
Arrested for assaulting an employee of
promoter Bill Graham at an Oakland
concert in 1977, Bonham was
convicted of battery. Also that year,
Bonham broke three ribs in an
automobile accident. After a three-year
respite from recording, Led Zeppelin
released their final studio album, In
Through The Out Door, in 1979. Led
Zeppelin’s final concerts were on a
European tour in June, during which
Bonham at one point collapsed
through ‘“‘exhaustion”.

CaAUSE: Drug and alcohol overdose.
He choked to death on his own vomit
at bandmate Jimmy Page’s English
home in Mill Lane, Windsor, after a
night of heavy drinking and drugs.
Bonham reportedly consumed a lethal
amount of vodka, dying in bed. His
friends claim that Bonham’s demise
was inevitable. The band’s North
American tour, which was to have
kicked off at the Montreal Forum on
October 17, was cancelled and the
group promptly disbanded.

FURTHER READING: Davis, Stephen.
(1985). Hammer Of The Gods. New
York: William Morrow. Lewis Dave.
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(1991). Led Zeppelin: A Celebration.
London: Omnibus.

Sonny Bono

(SALVATORE PHILLIP BONO)

Born February 16, 1935

Died Fanuary 5, 1998

The son of Sicilian immigrants, singer-
turned-politician “Sonny’’ Bono spent
years trying to succeed in music.
Working for producer Phil Spector as
a backing vocalist in the early Sixties,
Bono performed on dozens of records.
At one of the sessions Bono was
attracted to a fellow back-up singer
named Cherilyn Sarkisian LaPiere,
whom he nicknamed Cher. Divorcing
his first wife of nine years, and
marrying Cher in 1964, Bono and his
new singing partner initially recorded
as Caesar and Cleo, before settling on
a new moniker, Sonny and Cher.
Their first chart single, the million-
selling ‘I Got You Babe’ (1965),
introduced the beatnik couple to
America, and was followed by a string
of hits including ‘Baby Don’t Go’
(1965) and ‘The Beat Goes On’
(1968). Bono also scored a solo hit in
1965 with ‘Laugh At Me’. Bono wrote
his own material and also co-wrote
The Searchers’ 1964 smash ‘Needles
And Pins’. Considered out of fashion
by 1970, Sonny and Cher went from
performing in large auditoria to
becoming a lounge act. Spotted at one
of their nightclub shows by a CBS
producer, Sonny and Cher were
offered their own television show. In
the loosely scripted variety
programme, The Sonny And Cher
Comedy Hour, Bono appeared as the
self-demeaning, punch-bag recipient of
Cher’s wisecracks. The show was
cancelled in 1974 with the couple
divorcing soon after. While Cher
became a popular actress and solo
singer, Bono dropped out of music
and operated a series of restaurants.
Frustrated by the strict regulations
which impeded local businesses, Bono
successfully ran for mayor of Palm
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Springs in 1988. Setting his sights on
the national level, in 1994 Bono won a
landslide victory in the first of two
Congressional wins as a conservative
Republican.

CAUsE: Skiing accident. After leaving
the main slope at the Upper Orion
trail at the Heavenly Ski Resort near
Lake Tahoe along the Nevada and
California line, he struck a tree and
died instantly of massive blunt trauma.
An experienced skier who had
frequented the resort for 20 years,
Bono was dead for four-and-a-half
hours before his partially obscured
body was found by searchers. Earlier
in the day he had discussed the
purchase of a skiing helmet in the
wake of a similar accident which had
recently taken the life of Michael
Kennedy. Although the coroner later
ruled out drugs and alcohol as factors
in Bono’s death, Bono’s widow
blamed the accident on her husband’s
battle with prescription pain killers.
FURTHER READING: Bono, Sonny.
(1991). And the Beat Goes On. New
York: Pocket.

James Booker

(JAMES CARROLL BOOKER III)

Born December 17, 1939

Died November 8, 1983

A New Orleans boogie-woogie style
pianist whose mentor was Dave
Bartholomew, James Booker was given
a saxophone as a Christmas gift by his
mother at age nine. Receiving classical
music training until age 12, Booker
soon favoured the piano. Nicknamed
““The Piano Prince of New Orleans”
by age 11, he played the organ on a
gospel radio programme on WMRY. A
flamboyant figure, the teenage Booker
was soon pounding out rhythm and
blues in New Orleans nightclubs,
becoming the city’s first electric organ
player. Joining Joe Tex’s group in the
mid-Fifties, Booker also worked as a
session player for Fats Domino,
appearing on a number of recordings
in place of the touring Domino.
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Enrolled at Southern University,

~ Booker dropped out shortly before

graduation in 1960 to join Dee Clark’s
group. About this time, Booker lost an
eye during an altercation. After Clark

. disbanded his backing group, Booker
* pursued a solo career and scored a hit

with the instrumental ‘Gonzo’ (1960),
a song that was first rejected by Clark.
After serving two years in prison for

- heroin possession in the Seventies,

Booker worked as a session player for
Ringo Starr, Labelle, The Doobie

. Brothers and others. In the same
. league as Dr. John and Professor

Longhair, Booker inspired scores of
imitators.
CAUSE: He died of a heart attack at his

* New Orleans’ apartment, after years of
. alcohol and drug use. Booker claimed

his drug addiction began at age 10
when paramedics gave him drugs after
their ambulance struck and critically
injured him.

Dennis Boon

Born 1958

Died December 22, 1985

The guitarist of legendary,
underground alternative-rock band,
The Minutemen, Dennis Boon also
employed the stage name D. Boon.
Formed in 1980, the California-based

' Minutemen released a series of

politically charged punk-flavoured
recordings including the angry
‘Double Nickles On The Dime’. After
Boon’s death, members Mike Watt
and George Hurley disbanded The
Minutemen and formed Firehose.
CAUSE: Car crash. Driving the group’s
van through Arizona, Boon’s girlfriend
nodded off at the wheel. Boon, who
had been sleeping in the back, died
instantly. The vehicle was previously
owned by the Meat Puppets.

Henry Booth

Born 1935

Died c. 1978

Tenor for the Fifties R&B vocal group,
Hank Ballard and The Midnighters,

B

BOWDEN
Henry Booth had first joined the
group’s earlier precursor, The
Thrillers, in 1949. Formed at Dunbar
High School in Detroit, the group then
evolved into The Royals in 1950.
Spotted by Los Angeles-based
bandleader and talent scout Johnny
Otis, The Royals signed with King-
Federal in 1952, releasing several
poor-selling singles beginning with
‘Every Beat Of My Heart’ (which was
later a hit for Gladys Knight & The
Pips). With the departure of Lawson
Smith in May 1953, Alabama-native
Hank Ballard joined the group,
pushing aside Booth as lead tenor. At
first, Booth resented Ballard and cared
little for his singing. But with Ballard
at the helm, the group scored their
first hit with the Ballard co-
composition, the racy, ‘Get It’. But
their bawdy “Work With Me Annie’
(1954) catapulted the renamed
Midnighters to stardom, and spawned
several follow-up answer hits. As Hank
Ballard and The Midnighters, the
group remained popular into the early
Sixties. After leaving the group, Booth
released solo material on Deluxe
Records in 1961. A 1967 court
judgement gave Ballard legal
ownership of The Midnighters name.
CAUsE: Unknown.

Earl Bostic

Born April 25, 1913

Died Ocrober 28, 1965

Alto saxophone player and arranger
who worked with Hot Lips Page,
Lionel Hampton, and Cab Calloway,
the talented Earl Bostic formed his
own band in 1944. Signing with King
Records, Bostic landed several R&B
hits including ‘Temptation’ (1948)
and ‘Flamingo’ (1951).

CAUSE: Heart attack. He had suffered
his first heart attack in 1956, which
had sidelined him for three years.

Donald James Bowden

Born 1963
Born November 18, 1993
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Also known as Donald Dee,
songwriter and producer Donald
James Bowden

worked with Chaka Khan, Rob Base,
and SWV.

CaUSE: Long-term, undisclosed
illness.

Priscilla Bowman

Born 1928

Died Fuly 24, 1988

Kansas City-based R&B singer best
known for her hit, ‘Hands Off’ (1955),
Priscilla Bowman had previously been
a member of Jay McShann’s band,
where she shared vocal duties with
Jimmy Witherspoon.

CAUSE: Lung cancer. She died in
Kansas City.

Tommy Boyce

(SIDNEY THOMAS BOYCE)

Born September 29, 1944

Died November 24, 1994

A prolific Sixties songwriter and
performer, Tommy Boyce was best
known for his involvement with the
television supergroup, The Monkees.
A Virginia native, Boyce moved to Los
Angeles as a child, where his minister
father taught him to play the guitar.
As a songwriter, his first success came
in 1959 with the Fats Domino
recording of ‘Be My Guest’. Boyce
and singer-songwriter Curtis Lee
hooked up with producer Phil Spector
in 1961, resulting in a pair of doo-wop
styled hits for Lee, ‘Pretty Little Angel
Eyes’ and ‘Under The Moon Of
Love’. Moving to New York City and
settling into the famed Brill Building,
Boyce teamed with new partner
Bobby Hart to write hundreds of
songs including ‘Come A Little Bit
Closer’ for Jay and The Americans,
and ‘She’ By Tommy James & The
Shondells. Many of the compositions
were commissioned by
promoter/manager Don Kirshner.
Collaborating with Kirshner, Boyce
and Hart led the studio band of the
manufactured TV group, The
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Monkees. Boyce and Hart wrote The
Monkees’ theme song as well as their
hits ‘I’m Not Your Stepping Stone’,
and — based on the last notes of The
Beatles’ ‘Paperback Writer’ — the
similar ‘Last Train To Clarksville’.
Pursuing their own singing career,
Boyce and Hart scored hits with ‘I
Wonder What She’s Doing Tonight’
(1967) and ‘Alice Long (You’re Still
My Favorite Girlfriend’ (1968). In
1975, Boyce and Hart toured with
Monkees members Davy Jones and
Mickey Dolenz as a quartet. Parting
with Hart in 1976, Boyce continued
working in music, collaborating with
Meat Loaf and Iggy Pop among
others. Boyce suffered a serious brain
aneurysm in 1983, and experienced
steadily worsening health. At the time
of his death, he was about to start a
job as a deejay in Cincinnati.

CAUSE: Suicide. He shot himself in
the head at his Nashville home.
Leaving a suicide note, his body was
discovered by his wife the next
morning.

Eddie Boyd

Born November 25, 1914

Died July 13, 1994

Mississippi-born, Chicago-style blues
pianist and vocalist whose biggest hits
came with ‘Five Long Years’ (1952)
and ‘Third Degree’ (1953), Eddie
Boyd was a self-taught player.
Learning his trade in the blues clubs of
Memphis with his band the Dixie
Rhythm Boys, Boyd moved to Chicago
in 1941. Finding regular club work, he
was also a frequent session player for
Sonny Boy Williamson (#1). By 1951,
Boyd signed his first recording
contract, joining J.O.B. Records. Tired
of battling his record companies over
underpaid royalties and wanting to
escape the racial tensions in the US,
Boyd spent three decades living in
Europe.

CAUSE: Natural causes. He died in
Helsinki, Finland, having made the
country his home in 1971.
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David Box

(HArROLD DaviD BOx)

Born August 11, 1943

Died October 23, 1964

Lubbuck, Texas-based rockabilly
singer, David Box was a Buddy Holly
soundalike who briefly recorded with
Buddy Holly’s Crickets after Holly’s
death, providing the lead vocals on a
re-recording of the single, ‘Peggy Sue
Got Married’. Also heading his own
group, Box recorded for Candix and
Coed Records in the early Sixties.
CAUSE: Box and the rest of his group
perished in a plane crash while
returning home after a gig.

Jimmy Bracken

Born May 23, 1908

Died February 20, 1972

The “Jay”’ in Vee-Jay Records, Kansas
City-born Jimmy Bracken launched
the successful Chicago-based record
R&B/soul label in 1953 with his deejay
wife, Vivian Carter. The label had
evolved from their Gary, Indiana
record store, Vivian’s Record Shop.
Competing with Chess Records, Vee-
Jay had a strong roster with acts such
as the doo-wop group The Spaniels,
bluesman Jimmy Reed, and several
Chicago soul acts, Dee Clark, The
Impressions, and Gene Chandler, who
gave the label its first million-seller
with ‘Duke Of Earl’. Entering the pop
fray in the early Sixties, Vee-Jay signed
The Four Seasons and issued The
Beatles’ early material. The label
folded in 1966 due to financial
misappropriations. Carter and Bracken
later operated smaller labels such as
J.V. and Ra-Bra.

CAuUsE: Unknown. He died in
Chicago.

Louis Bradley

Born 1937

Died Fune 1991

Second tenor of the Fifties doo-wop
group, the El Dorados, best known for
their hit ‘At My Front Door’ (1955),
Louis Bradley joined the group at
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Chicago’s Englewood High School in
1952. After winning a talent contest,
the El Dorados were signed by Vee-Jay
Records in 1954.

CAUSE: Heart attack.

Tiny Bradshaw

(MYRON BRADSHAW)

Born September 23, 1905

Died November 26, 1958

Popular R&B and jazz bandleader who
backed many famous R&B acts, Tiny
Bradshaw studied psychology at
Wilberforce University before turning
to a career in music in the late
Twenties. After passing through
several groups, his last being Luis
Russell’s band, Bradshaw launched his
own orchestra in 1934, recording for
Decca Records later in the year.
Landing several long-term nightclub
residencies and touring prolifically, the
raspy-voiced Bradshaw also scored
several hits at King Records in the
early Fifties including ‘Well, Oh Well’
(1950) and the instrumental ‘Heavy
Juice’ (1953). One of Bradshaw’s
compositions, “The Train Kept a-
Rollin’’ was later popularised by The
Yardbirds, Led Zeppelin, Aerosmith
and Johnny Burnette & The Rock and
Roll Trio. Suffering with poor health,
Bradshaw retired from music in the
early Fifties. Bradshaw’s band
subsequently recorded without him
until 1958.

CAUSE: He passed away after suffering
two strokes.

Jacques Brel

Born April 8, 1929

Died October 9, 1978

Brussels-born singer and songwriter
who is considered the French Elvis,
Jacques Brel emigrated to Paris after
releasing a pair of singles in 1953. A
sensitive artist whose charismatic
nature enthralled French audiences,
Brel became a superstar, beginning in
1955 after scoring a hit with ‘Quand
On N’a Que L’Amour’. Enjoying a
long string of successes, Brel was a
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media sensation whose outrageous
behaviour and public statements
added to his mystique. But in 1966,
Brel announced that he would never
again perform in public. Brel is best
known overseas through the stage
production, Facques Brel Is Alive And
Well And Living In Paris; the show
premiered in New York City in 1968,
featuring 26 Brel songs translated into
English by Mort Shuman and Eric
Blau. Brel’s compositions have also
been recorded by noted acts such as
Scott Walker, David Bowie and Gene
Vincent. One of his compositions, ‘Le
Moribond’, was reworked into English
by Rod McKuen as ‘Seasons In The
Sun’; and was later a hit for Terry
Jacks.

CAUSE: Lung cancer. After he was
diagnosed with the disease in 1974, he
refused all treatment.

Jackie Brenston

Born August 14, 1927

Died December 15, 1979

A pioneering artist, Jackie Brenston
was the unlikely singer of one of rock’s
first hits. Born and raised in
Clarksdale, Mississippi, Brenston was
taught to play the saxophone in the
Forties by friend Jesse Flowers. Joining
a band led by Ike Turner, Brenston
switched to lead vocals as a
replacement for O’Neal Johnson (who
had just signed as a solo artist with
King Records). Travelling to the
Memphis Recording Studio (operated
by Sam Phillips), the group recorded
four tracks, two with lead vocals by
Turner, and two by Brenston.
Released by Chess Records in 1951,
‘Rocket 88’ was credited to Jackie
Brenston and His Delta Cats. Topping
the R&B chart, ‘Rocket 88’ (about an
Oldsmobile 88 car) is often considered
the first rock’n’roll song with its classic
2/4 time, an electric guitar in the
forefront, and standard rhythm
section. Angry at the undue attention
that Brenston was receiving, his
backing band soon abandoned him.
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Forming his own group with Sam
Phillips’ help, Brenston was unable to
maintain his popularity. Returning to
Clarksdale, Brenston later joined
Lowell Fulson’s group on saxophone.
Finding limited success in the Sixties,
Brenston drifted through a number of
bands, at one time joining Ike & Tina
Turner’s revue. Fading from the music
scene in the Seventies, Brenston later
drove a truck for a living.

CAUSE: He died from a heart attack in
a Veterans Administration hospital in
Memphis.

Ty Brian

Born 1941

Died 1967

The guitarist with the early Liverpool
rock group Rory Storm and The
Hurricanes from 1960 to 1967, Ty
Brian enjoyed little fame in spite of the
fact that Ringo Starr played with The
Hurricanes until invited to replace
Pete Best in The Beatles.

CAUSE: He collapsed on stage days
after appendectomy surgery.

Gene J. Bricker

Born c. 1941

Died 1988

Second tenor for the Pittsburgh-based,
Cornelius Harp led doo-wop group,
The Marcels, Gene J. Bricker had
previously sang with a series of local
groups. Bricker left The Marcels
several months after the release of the
group’s chart-topping reworking of the
Rodgers & Hart standard, ‘Blue
Moon’ (1961).

CAUSE: Unknown.

Shirley Brickley

Born December 9, 1944

Died October 13, 1977

The lead singer of Sixties Philadelphia
girl-group The Orlons, Shirley
Brickley formed the group as a quintet
with her junior high school classmates,
disbanding after several months. When
Len Barry of The Dovells discovered
Brickley, he insisted she reform the
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group. Now attending Overbrook
High School in Philadelphia, Brickley,

. an alto vocalist, was joined by two

other former Orlons, Rosetta
Hightower and Marlena Davis. Signed
to Cameo/Parkway Records, the trio
added a male member, baritone/bass
vocalist Steve Caldwell. With their
classic, danceable girl-group sound,
The Orlons biggest hits included “The
Wah Wahtusi’ (1962) and ‘South
Street’ (1963). Brickley also sang
back-up for labelmates, Dee Dee

. Sharp and Bobby Rydell. The Orlons

disbanded in 1966 at the height of the
British Invasion. Brickley later worked
as a bartender.

CAUSE: She was shot to death at her

* Philadelphia home. No arrests were

made.

David Briggs

Born February 29, 1944

Died November 26, 1995

A prolific record producer, Briggs is
best known for his 26-year association
with Neil Young. The Wyoming-born

. Briggs moved to California in the

Sixties, first working as a staff
producer at Bill Cosby’s

- Tetragrammaton record label, where

he worked with comedian Murray
Roman. Settling in Topanga, he

" became a focal point for local

musicians, including members of
Spirit, with whom he worked on the
critically acclaimed Twelve Dreams Of
Dr Sardonicus. An inveterate maverick,
Briggs proved the perfect foil for Neil
Young. Like the Canadian, he
maintained a guarded mystique, and
was seldom interviewed or
photographed. He appears on the back
cover of Young’s Everybody Knows This
Is Nowhere clutching a rifle. His most
successful work with Young was on

the guitar-laden albums with Crazy
Horse, most notably Everybody
Knows..., Tonight’s The Night, Zuma
and Ragged Glory. He also worked with
a number of other late
Sixties/Seventies’ acts including Tom
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Rush, Alice Cooper, Grin/Nils
Lofgren, Nicky Hopkins, Jerry
Williams, Simon Stokes and Kathy
McDonald. In his later years, he
produced Willie Nelson and was
involved with a younger generation of
performers, including Nick Cave and
Royal Trux.

CAUSE: Lung cancer. He died at his
home in San Francisco.

Lillian Briggs

(LiLLIAN BIGGS)

Born 1934

Died April 11, 1998

One-hit wonder who scored a pop hit
in 1955 with ‘I Want You To Be My
Baby’, Lillian Briggs had been
discovered by deejay/promoter Alan
Freed when she was a member of the
New York City-based Joy Cayler’s All-
Girl Orchestra.

CausE: Lung cancer.

Lee Brilleaux

(LEE GREEN)

Born 1948

Died March April 7, 1994

The lead singer, and harmonica player
for Seventies British R&B-styled band
Dr. Feelgood, Lee Brilleaux formed
the outfit in 1971 with guitarist Wilko
Johnson. Born in South Africa,
Brilleaux emerged out of the jug/skiffle
tradition. Though a popular pub-rock
group in England, Dr. Feelgood
(named after the pseudonym of
American bluesman Willie Perryman)
experienced little US success. The
group’s highest-charting British
album, Stupidity (1976), was a live
project culled from a pair of concerts
at Southend and Sheffield, England.
Brilleaux co-wrote most of the group’s
material with Johnson, and, following
Johnson’s departure in 1977, with his
replacement, John Mayo. With their
outrageous stage antics and sharp
suits, Dr. Feelgood were at the heart
of the London pub rock/new wave
movement which, in turn, gave rise to
punk-rock. After scoring its only Top
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10 British hit with ‘Milk And Alcohol’
(1979), Dr. Feelgood fell out of
fashion by the Eighties. Releasing a
poorly selling solo album, Brilleaux, in
1983, Lee Brilleaux continued forming
various incarnations of Dr. Feelgood.
Falling ill in 1993, Brilleaux
temporarily disbanded the group.
Touring with a new version of the
band at the time of his death, he was
the last remaining original member.
CAUSE: He died of throat cancer in
Canvey Island, England.

FURTHER READING: Moon, Tony.
(1997). Down By The Fetty: The Dr.
Feelgood Story. Bordon, England:
Northdown.

Dennis Brooks

(JiMm MEALEY)

Born April 1, 1942

Died 1978

Bass vocalist of the early Sixties vocal
group The Dovells, Dennis Brooks
appeared on the hits ‘Bristol Stomp’
(1961), ‘Bristol Twistin’ Annie’
(1962), and a cover of Phil
Upchurch’s instrumental hit, ‘You
Can’t Sit Down’ (1963). Brooks had
replaced original member Mark
Stevens.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Marv Brooks

Born 1946

Died February 23, 1998

A radio pioneer, Marv Brooks was
instrumental in the conception of the
oldies radio format. He introduced an
all-oldies playlist at WMOD in
Washington D.C., in September 1968.
The format grew slowly before
exploding in popularity during the
mid-Eighties.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died at his
home in Silver Spring, Maryland.

Big Bill Broonzy

(WiLLiaAM LEE CONLEY BROONZY)
Born Fune 26, 1893

Died August 15, 1958

Prolific and influential jazz/blues
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singer and guitarist who inspired many
R&B musicians, the Mississippi-born
Big Bill Broonzy was taught to play
the fiddle by an uncle at age 10.
Leaving his family of 17, Broonzy
worked as an itinerant preacher and
then joined the service, before moving
to Chicago in the late Twenties.
Abandoning his fiddle for a guitar,
Broonzy helped to usher in modern
blues, his first recordings coming at
Paramount Records in 1927. Forming
a series of combos, he recorded
prolifically throughout his life,
appearing on hundreds of sessions
with fellow blues pioneers such as
Sonny Boy Williamson (#1),
Washboard Sam, and Tampa Red.
Simultaneously pursuing a solo career,
Broonzy composed over 200 blues
including ‘Key To The Highway’.
Although immensely popular in the
Thirties with his acoustic, country-
blues, Broonzy still had to maintain a
day job. Broonzy gained added
notoriety in 1938 when he appeared at
the Spirituals to Swing concert at
Carnegie Hall. His career waning in
the US with the rise of electric blues
in the Fifties, Broonzy later emerged
as a star throughout Europe, and
especially Britain, alongside folk-blues
artists Sonny Terry and Brownie
McGhee.

CAUSE: Throat cancer.

Bill Brown

Born 1936

Died 1958

An original member of the early R&B
group The Dominoes, Bill Brown
joined the Billy Ward-managed group
in 1950. A deep bass singer, Brown
was teamed with Charlie White, Willie
Lamont and former gospel singer
Clyde McPhatter. Signed to the new
King Records subsidiary, Federal, The
Dominoes worked under the guidance
of producer Ralph Bass. With
McPhatter on lead, the group landed
on the R&B charts with their début
release, the ballad ‘Do Something For
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Me’ (1950). Two singles later, the
group would score the biggest R&B hit
of the decade with ‘Sixty Minute
Man’. With Brown’s deep, booming,
older-style voice, the song was banned
by many radio stations and considered
a novelty by others. It was especially
explicit for its time, even with its
euphemistic lyrics. After recording
‘When The Swallows Come Back To
Capistrano’ (1952), Brown and White
were fired by Ward. The pair then
joined The Checkers, a Dominoes’
copy band. The group disbanded in
1953. Brown wanted to sign with
another label, but was contractually
obligated to stay with King Records
where he formed a new Checkers
group which lasted until 1955.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Buster Brown

(WayMAN GLASCO)

Born August 14, 1911

Died January 31, 1976

Blues singer and harmonica player
whose biggest hits came with ‘Fannie
Mae’ (1960) and ‘Sugar Babe’ (1962),
Buster Brown was unknown outside
Florida and Georgia until the Sixties.
Moving to New York City in the late
Fifties, the Georgia native was
discovered by Bobby Robinson of
Fury/Fire Records. Brown later
recorded for a series of labels including
Chess.

CAUSE: Unknown. He died in
Brooklyn, New York.

Charles Brown

Born September 13, 1922

Died Fanuary 21, 1999

Born in Texas City, Texas, Charles
Brown was raised by his grandmother
following the death of his mother.
Brown took music lessons beginning at
age ten at the urging of his grandmother,
a church pianist. Graduating high
school at age 15 and earning a degree
in chemistry at Prairie View College by
age 20, Brown also played music as a
sideline during this period. After

teaching high school chemistry, Brown
took a government position as a
chemist in Arkansas. Then, after
transferring to Berkeley, he found the
position filled. Quickly finding a stint
as a pianist in the San Francisco
servicemen’s club, Brown discovered
his musical niche. Settling in Los
Angeles, Brown soon emerged as a
major figure in the rise of West Coast
R&B. Teaming with guitarist Johnny
Moore and bassist Eddie Williams in a
trio called Johnny Moore’s Three
Blazers, Brown and the group quickly
built a local fanbase. After recording
several singles at the tiny Atlas label,
the group found fame at Eddie
Messner’s Philo Records. Composed
by Brown and characterised by his
melancholy, blues piano strains and
brooding, sad vocals, ‘Drifting Blues’
was a very influential hit. Refusing to
be tied down to a single label, The
Blazers enjoyed hits with several
record companies. Featuring Brown’s
jazz-blues, elegant, ballady voice, The
Blazers dominated jukeboxes with hits
such as ‘Sunny Road’, ‘So Long’,
‘New Orleans Blues’, and his signature
piece and perennial favourite, ‘Merry
Christmas, Baby’. Leaving in 1948 to
pursue a solo career, Brown was
unhappy about the addition of Johnny
Moore’s brother, Oscar. Signing with
Eddie Messner’s new label, Aladdin
Records, Brown scored a remarkable
run of hits in 1949 including ‘Get
Yourself Another Fool’, ‘Long Time’,
and “Trouble Blues’. His hit run
continued into the Fifties with ‘Black
Night’ and ‘Seven Long Days’. Brown
suffered a career blow after suing his
label for back royalties. Leaving
Aladdin, he spent several years
working at a Cincinnati nightclub.
After decades of relative obscurity,
Brown was rediscovered after a 1991
tour with Bonnie Raitt. His album A/
My Life was nominated for a Grammy.
CAUSE: Congestive heart failure. He
died in his sleep at Summit Medical
Center in Oakland.
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Eddie Brown

Born 1941

Died August 9, 1966

Half of the California-based black
vocal duo, Joe and Eddie, Eddie
Brown had joined partner Joe Gilbert
in the early Sixties. Recording for
Capitol and GNP/Crescendo, the duo
managed little airplay with their pop-
flavoured sound.

CAUSE: Gilbert drove off the road,
killing both himself and Brown.

J.T. Brown

(JAMES THOMAS BROWN)

Born Apnil 2, 1910

Died November 24, 1969

A tenor saxophonist, J.T. Brown
gained fame backing Chicago
bluesman Elmore James, Eddie Boyd,
and Roosevelt Sykes. Brown was also a
member of a popular stage and studio
group, the Boogie Band. Brown later
collaborated with Muddy Waters, and
in 1969, Fleetwood Mac.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Romaine Brown

Bornc. 1915

Died 1987

Baritone singer and pianist of the
pioneering, Forties/Fifties Los-
Angeles-based doo-wop vocal group,
the Red Caps, the classically trained
Philadelphia-born Romaine Brown
had joined the group in 1943 as the
replacement for Beryl Booker. Signing
with Beacon Records, the (Five) Red
Caps scored hits with the Mills
brothers-styled, ‘I’'ve Learned A
Lesson I'll Never Forget’ (1943) and
‘No One Else Will Do’. Moving to
Mercury Records in 1946, the
renamed Steve Gibson and the Red
Caps landed a hit with “Wedding Bells
Are Breaking Up That Old Gang of
Mine’ (1948). Moving to RCA, the
group scored their final hit in a duet
with Damita Jo, ‘I Went To Your
Wedding’ (1952). With the break-up
of the group in 1957, Brown released a
solo single at Decca, ‘Satin Doll’. In
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1959, Brown later rejoined the Red
Caps, leaving a year later to pursue a
solo career.
CAusE: Unknown.

Roy Brown

(RoY JAMES BROWN)

Born September 10, 1925

Died May 25, 1981

A pioneering New Orleans R&B blues
shouter, Brown is best known for his
composition, ‘Good Rockin’ Tonight’,
later a hit for Elvis Presley. Reared on
old-time spirituals, Brown had
despised blues music during his youth.
Moving to Los Angeles and changing
his name to Billy Hale, he entered the
boxing ring. Soon quitting over his
aversion to the sight of blood, he
returned to Louisiana. Pursuing a
career in music, Brown found
clubwork as a novelty act, a black Bing
Crosby imitator. Relocating to
Galveston, Texas, Brown gravitated
toward blues in the late Forties,
honing his soulful, gospel-based high-
pitched voice. Also a songwriter, he
offered ‘Good Rockin’ Tonight’ to
Wynonie Harris who initially turned it
down, changing his mind when he
heard Brown’s version on the radio.
But unfortunately for Brown, Harris’
remake fared better on the charts.
With his sax and piano-heavy sound,
Brown’s R&B hits continued with
‘Boogie At Midnight’ (1948), ‘Hard
Luck Blues’ (1950), and ‘Bar Room
Blues’ (1951). Blackballed by the
music industry after demanding
unpaid royalties from King Records,
Brown saw his career slump. Signing
with Imperial Records in 1957, Brown
scored his only pop hit with ‘Let The 1
Four Winds Blow’. In the Sixties,

Brown issued a series of self-produced
records on several different labels.
Touring with the Roomful Of Blues in  *
1981, Brown saw his career |
reinvigorated. I
CAUSE: Suffering a heart attack near
his home in the San Fernando Valley,
he died at nearby Pacoima Lutheran
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Memorial Hospital. He checked into
the hospital after suffering an insulin
rejection on May 23, two days before
his death.

Walter Brown

Born 1916

Died 1956

A blues-ballad styled vocalist and
pianist, Walter Brown got his start in
1941 as the featured vocalist in a band
led by Jay McShann (which also
included a young Charlie Parker on
sax). Brown provided the lead vocals
on the McShann hits, ‘Hootie Blues’,
‘Lonely Boy Blues’, and the million-
selling ‘Confessin’ The Blues’. His
career hampered by a drug habit,
Brown left McShann’s band in 1944.
Pursuing a solo career, he recorded
unsuccessfully for several top labels
including King and Capitol, and was
frequently backed on sessions by his
former associates in McShann’s group.
CAUSE: Long-term drug abuse.

Boudleaux Bryant

(D1aDORIUS BOUDLEAUX BRYANT)
Born February 13, 1920

Died Fune 25, 1987

Classically trained violinist turned
songwriter who penned dozens of hits
in the Fifties and Sixties, Boudleaux
Bryant is mostly associated with The
Everly Brothers. Marrying the former
Felice Scaduto, Bryant and his new
wife teamed up as songwriters in 1945,
their first success coming with
‘Country Boy’, a hit in 1948 for Jimmy
Dickens. Hired as staff writers at
Acuff-Rose Publishing in Nashville,
the Bryants penned hits in the Fifties
for Tony Bennett, Frankie Laine, and
Eddy Arnold. But their biggest success
came with a long and fruitful
collaboration with the youthful Everly
Brothers. Starting with ‘Bye Bye
Love’, the Bryants provided a string of
hit compositions for the country-
tinged Everlys including ‘Wake Up
Little Susie’, ‘All I Have To Do Is
Dream’, ‘Bird Dog’ and ‘Devoted To

BUCHANAN

You’. Returning to their country roots
in the late Sixties, the Bryants
provided a hit for the Osborne
Brothers with the folk gem, ‘Rocky
Top’. Bryant, who had previously
recorded several obscure singles,
joined his wife on their lone album in
1979, the British-only release, Surfin’
On A New Wawve; the project featured
eight new songs and four of their
classics including ‘Bye Bye Love’.
Boudleaux Bryant’s composition ‘Love
Hurts’ was later a hit for heavy metal
group, Nazareth. In all, Bryant
composed over 1,500 songs.

CAuUsE: Cancer. He died at the Baptist
Memorial Hospital in Knoxville,
Tennessee.

Beryl Bryden

(BERYL AUDREY BRYDEN)

Born May 11, 1920

July 14, 1998

Nicknamed the ““British Queen of the
Blues”, Beryl Bryden enjoyed a 50-
year career in music, having performed
with Ella Fitzgerald and Billie Holiday.
A former typist, the flamboyant singer
started out in the vaudeville tradition,
accompanying herself with a
washboard in the Forties. After stints
with George Webb and Chris Barber,
Bryden secured her own radio show in
1948, joined by her new backing band,
Beryl’s Backroom Boys. She scored
her début British hit in 1954 with
‘Rock Island Line’, duetting with
skiffle king Lonnie Donegan. Her
other UK hits included a cover of
Bessie Smith’s ‘Gimme A Pigfoot’
(1961) and ‘Million Dollar Secret’
(1965). Bryden’s first US tour came in
the Seventies.

CAUSE: Lymphatic cancer. She died at
St. Mary’s Hospital in London.

Bill Buchanan

Born Apnil 30, 1930

Died August 1, 1996

Half of the late Fifties novelty duo,
Buchanan and Goodman, which
scored a hit with the break-in record,
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“The Flying Saucer’, Bill Buchanan
met his partner Dickie Goodman while
working in the music department of
20th Century Fox. Using an unusual
interview style, the pair scored follow-
up hits with ‘Flying Saucer The 2nd’
(1957) and ‘Santa And The Satellite
(Parts I & II)’ (1957). Buchanan left in
1959 to pursue songwriting, and later,
production work, penning Bobby
Vee’s hit, ‘Please Don’t Ask About
Barbara’. Buchanan also teamed with
a new partner Mickey Shorr, as
Spencer and Spencer, releasing a pair
of singles in 1959.

CAuUsSE: Cancer. He died in Los
Angeles.

Roy Buchanan

Born September 23, 1939

Died August 14, 1988

Overlooked blues-rock guitar virtuoso
and much in-demand session
musician, Roy Buchanan was the son
of a conservative Pentecostal preacher
and farmer. Born in Arkansas but
raised in Pixley, California, at a young
age Buchanan was inspired by the
fervent black gospel music of tent
revivals. Receiving his first guitar at
age five and taking guitar lessons at
age seven, he soon switched his
allegiance from gospel to R&B music.
After playing in Las Vegas show bands
in 1954, Buchanan’s big break came
the following year when he joined the
Los Angeles-based Johnny Otis Revue.
Buchanan had idolised Otis’ R&B
group, and was particularly impressed
by guitar player Jimmy Nolan. A
popular Los Angeles session player,
Buchanan was soon working for
Leiber & Stoller and others. After a
brief stint as the leader of his own
group The Heartbeats, Buchanan
moved to Oklahoma and backed
rockabilly singer Dale Hawkins on the
hits, ‘My Babe’ (1958) and ‘Lifeguard
Man’ (1958). In 1960 Buchanan
joined Ronnie Hawkins’ Hawks, a
precursor of The Band (he was later
replaced by Robbie Robertson).
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Returning to session work, Buchanan
backed artists such as Freddie

Cannon, Al Jones, and Cody Brennan.

Disenchanted by the music industry,
in 1962 Buchanan moved to the
Washington DC area to raise a family.
Content with occasional club work
behind local country and blues acts,
Buchanan would sell his own self-
pressed releases at these shows.
Garnering national exposure in 1971
on the PBS programme, The Best
Unknown Guitarist In The World,
Buchanan had also turned down an
offer to join Eric Clapton’s group
Derek and The Dominos. Finally
discovered by major labels, Buchanan
later recorded for Polydor, Atlantic,
and lastly, Alligator Records. At the
peak of his career at the time of his
death, Buchanan seemed poised for
stardom.

CAUSE: Suicide. Buchanan had been
arrested for public drunkenness after a
verbal altercation with his wife. His
wife had called the police who picked
him up a few blocks from his home in
Reston, Virginia. He had been in a jail
cell at the Fairfax County (Virginia)
Adult Detention Center for 30
minutes before deputies checked on
him. He had hung himself by tying his
shirt to a window grate.

Jeff Buckley

(JEFFREY SCOTT BUCKILEY)

Born August 1, 1966

Died May 29, 1997

The son of folk-rocker Tim Buckley,
the mystical and charismatic Jeff
Buckley followed his father into music.
The younger Buckley met his father
only once at age eight, two months
before the elder Buckley’s tragic death
from a heroin overdose at aged 28,
and was instead raised by his mother,
a classically trained pianist, and his
stepfather. A sensitive singer-
songwriter who cut across various
musical styles from folk and rock to
jazz and R&B, the California-born and
raised Jeff Buckley was classically
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trained at the Los Angeles Musicians’
Institute. Moving to Manhattan, he
first made waves after performing his
father’s composition, ‘One I Was’, in
1991 at a star-studded Tim Buckley
tribute. After a brief stint in an avant-
garde band called Gods & Monsters,
Buckley went solo, becoming a regular
on the New York City folk club circuit
with his dramatic, heartfelt
performances. Rejecting several major
label record deals before signing with
Columbia, Buckley débuted in 1993
with an eclectic jazz, rock and R&B-
styled four-song, limited edition
mini-album, Live At Sine, taken from a
performance at his favourite venue, the
Sine folk club in New York City.
Following up with Grace in 1994, the
critically acclaimed album was met
with little sales, but spawned the
minor hit, ‘Last Goodbye’. Hailed as a
musical genius, Buckley came under
intense, self-doubting pressure, and
the constant comparisons with his
famous father. At the time of his
death, Buckley was recording tracks
for his follow-up album, belatedly
released in 1998 as the 2-CD set,
Sketches For My Sweetheart. The
project included both demo recordings
and ten new, Tom Verlaine-produced
studio tracks. Buckley enjoyed greater
fame in the UK than in his native
country.

CAUSE: Fully clothed, he jumped into
the Mississippi River at Memphis
Harbour in Memphis for an evening
swim. When a pair of passing boats
created a wave, he was swept under
and drowned. His body washed ashore
several days later at the base of the
city’s famed Beale Street.

Tim Buckley

(TiMmoTHY CHARLES BUCKLEY III)
Born February 14, 1947

Dued Fune 29, 1975

An influential Sixties folk-rock singer
and guitarist, Tim Buckley formed his
first band while in high school. The
folk/country group also featured
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bassist Jim Fielder (later with Blood,
Sweat & Tears) and drummer Larry
Beckett, who became an integral part
of Buckley’s success. Revered for
writing ethereal, mystical lyrics,
Buckley was discovered by Frank
Zappa’s manager Herb Cohen, and
signed to Elektra Records in 1966.
Buckley’s second album Morning Glory
(1967), utilised classical
instrumentation and was highlighted
by the title track and the utopian,
‘Goodbye And Hello’. Buckley’s
subdued articulation and lyrical
idealism differed from Dylan’s often
angry, blunt delivery. In 1970, Buckley
joined Zappa’s label Straight Records,
beginning with the album Blue
Afternoon. Moving away from folk
music in the Seventies with the poor-
selling but critically acclaimed album
Greetings From L.A., Buckley began
experimenting with vocal overdubbing,
poetry, jazz fusion, and funk rhythms.
Taking ethnomusicology courses at
UCLA, he was also attracted to
African and Southeast Asian music.
Losing his fan base with his new
sound, he became despondent.
Buckley’s last years were marked by
inconsistent and poor-selling rock-
oriented albums such as Sefronia
(1973) and Look At The Fool (1974).
Buckley was experiencing much
personal strife during this period
including a divorce and management
problems. He was planning to record a
live anthology of his hits at the time of
his death.

CAUSE: Drug overdose. He had taken
heroin, morphine, and alcohol at a
friend’s house in Santa Monica,
California. Friends had brought him
home, still alive, to his wife Judy
Buckley. He died shortly thereafter.
Allegedly, Buckley believed he was
taking cocaine. The man who supplied
the drugs, doctoral music student
Richard Keeling, was indicted on
charges of second degree murder, and
convicted of involuntary
manslaughter.
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Allen Bunn

Born September 24, 1924

Died August 21, 1977

Gospel, doo-wop, and then blues star,
Allen Bunn was born in Bailey, North
Carolina. Learning to play the guitar
in his teens, he joined a local gospel
choir at age 20, before moving to a
series of leading gospel groups
including The Gospel Four and The
Selah Jubilee Singers. By the late
Forties, Allen and fellow Selah
member Thurman Ruth left the group
to form The Jubilators. Joined by
former bandmate Eugene Mumford
and three others in 1950, the group
released both gospel and pop music
under a variety of names. As The
(Five) Larks, the quintet scored several
doo-wop hits on Apollo Records
including the gorgeous ‘My Reverie’,
‘Eyesight To The Blind’ and ‘Little
Side Car’. With the Larks disbanding
in 1952, Bunn joined another doo-
wop group, The Wheels, scoring a hit
with ‘My Heart’s Desire’ (1956).
Simultaneously pursuing a solo career,
he recorded soul music as TBunn for
Red Robin Records. Metamorphosing,
Bunn later emerged as a Chicago-
styled, electric blues singer under the
name of Tarheel Slim, initially
recording with his future wife Little
Ann as The Lovers, the duo landing a
hit in 1962 with ‘Darling It’s
Wonderful’. Leaving music for much
of the Sixties, Bunn returned to the
blues scene in the Seventies and
recorded for Trix Records.

CAUSE: Pneumonia.

Dorsey Burnette

(DORSEY BURNETTE, JR.)

Born December 28, 1932

Died August 19, 1979

The bass player in the pioneering
rockabilly group, The Rock and Roll
Trio, Dorsey Burnette was initially
attracted to the sound of Forties pop
vocalists. A tough street fighter, he
won a Golden Gloves championship in
his youth. Working as an electrician, in
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1952 Dorsey joined his younger
brother (by 15 months) Johnny, and a
neighbour, ex-boxer Paul Burlison, for
jam sessions. First joining a local
group called The Daydreamers, the
Dorsey brothers soon teamed with
Burlison as Johnny Burnette and The
Rock and Roll Trio. Dorsey played
slap-style stand-up bass behind Johnny
on lead vocals and Burlison on guitar.
After backing a white R&B artist, Doc
McQueen, the trio failed their audition
for Sam Phillips at Sun Records.
Moving to New York City in 1956,
expecting to make it big, the group
earned first place honours on the Ted
Mack Amateur Hour. Signing with
Coral Records, the group recorded a
series of stinging, underrated
rockabilly classics such as “Train Kept
A-Rollin’’ (1956). Struggling
financially, Dorsey worked as an
electrician while in New York City to
pay bills. After disbanding the group,
the Burnette brothers moved to Los
Angeles where they composed a pair of
hits for Ricky Nelson, ‘Waiting In
School’ and ‘It’s Late’. Rejected by
Nelson, ‘Tall Oak Tree’ was instead a
solo hit for Dorsey Burnette. Later
making a transition into country,
Burnette signed with Capitol Records
in 1972, landing several hits beginning
with ‘In The Spring’ and ‘Darlin’
(Don’t Come Back)’. Dorsey
Burnette’s son, Billy Burnette, was a
member of Fleetwood Mac in the
1980s.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died at his
Canoga Park, California home. He
had just signed with Elektra/Asylum
Records.

Johnny Burnette

Born March 25, 1934

Died August 1, 1964

The lead singer in the Memphis-based
rockabilly group, Johnny Burnette and
The Rock and Roll Trio, Burnette
showed an interest in music after his
mother bought him an inexpensive
acoustic guitar at age five. While his
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older brother, Dorsey, was fighting in
the ring, Johnny was a star athlete in
high school. After a disastrous cross-
country job search after graduating
from high school, Johnny set aside his
musical dreams, and followed Dorsey
into the boxing ring. Returning to
music, Johnny was joined by Dorsey,
and neighbour, Paul Burlison in 1952
to form a rockabilly group, Johnny
Burnette and the Rock and Roll Trio.
Also working as a solo act, Johnny
performed on a local radio show on
KWEM. Rejected by Sun Records, the
trio moved to New York where at
Coral Records, they recorded a series
of rockabilly classics including “Train
Kept a Rollin’’ (1956). With a fill-in
member, the trio appeared in Alan
Freed’s low budget film, Rock Rock
Rock (1956) in which they performed
‘Lonesome Train’. After disbanding
the group, the Burnette brothers
moved to Los Angeles, working as
songwriters for Ricky Nelson. Johnny
Burnette signed with Liberty/Freedom
Records as a solo artist, breaking
through with the rockabilly-styled hits,
‘Dreamin’’ (1960) and ‘You’re
Sixteen’ (1960). While his chart run
quickly ended in the US, Burnette
managed a few more British hits in the
early Sixties. Shortly before his death,
he formed his own label, Magic Lamp
Records. Burnette’s son, Rocky
Burnette scored a Top 10 hit in 1980
with a rockabilly-flavoured single,
“Tired Of Toein’ The Line’.

CAUSE: He drowned in a boating
accident near Clear Lake, California.
He was fishing in a small, unlit boat at
dusk and was rammed by a larger
craft.

Cliff Burton

(CLIFFORD LEE BURTON)

Born February 10, 1962

Died July 27, 1986

The bass player for the thrash-metal
band, Metallica, Cliff Burton was
trained in classical music, dividing his
time in junior college between classical

BURTON

piano and heavy metal guitar. Around
1980, Burton joined a hard-rock group
called Vicious Hatred with future
Faith No More guitarist Jim Martin.
By the early Eighties, Burton joined
San Francisco heavy metal band,
Trauma. But when Metallica’s first
bassist, Ron McGovney, quit the band
in 1982, the group’s drummer Lars
Ulrich (a transplanted Dane), pleaded
with Burton to quit Trauma and join
his group. After discovering that
Burton would not join because he was
unwilling to move to Los Angeles, the
entire group relocated to San
Francisco. Burton then reluctantly
joined Metallica in late 1982. With his
formal training, Burton applied his
knowledge of chords and harmony
structure to the group’s music.
Somewhat of a character, Burton’s
retro, bell-bottom jeans, Deadhead-
like style of clothing were in striking
contrast to the rest of the group. With
James Hetfield on vocals and guitar,
and Kirk Hammett on guitar,
Metallica’s début LP, Kill °Em All, was
released in 1983 on a small
independent label, Megaforce, whose
owner had discovered the group from
a bootleg copy of their demo tape.
Highlighted by tracks such as ‘Seek
And Destroy’ and ‘Whiplash’, the
album would define the emerging
speed-metal genre. Garnering a large
underground following, Metallica
would move further away from speed-
metal with each successive release.
Their second album, Ride The
Lightning, was highlighted by their first
commercially oriented song, ‘Fade To
Black’. But even with the strong sales
of their third album, Master Of Puppets
(1986), and an opening slot on an
Ozzy Osbourne tour, the group was
still unable to land radio or MTV
airplay.

CAUSE: In September of 1986,
Metallica began their first headlining
European tour. The group had
finished a concert in Stockholm and
was headed for a date in Copenhagen,
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Denmark. Burton was killed instantly
when the group’s bus spun around and
landed on its side on icy roads near the
town of Ljumgbye in southern
Sweden. Burton had been sleeping in
an upper bunk by a window. When the
window buckled, he fell out and the
bus landed on top of him. The British
driver and the eight other passengers
were also hurt. Most severely injured
were Ulrich and the group’s manager,
Bob Schneider. The second half of the
tour was postponed. The band, which
continues to tour heavily, now travels
in its own private aeroplane.

FURTHER READING: Crocker, Chris.
(1993). Metallica: The Frayed Ends of
Metal. New York: St. Martin’s Press.

Billy Butler

Born 1925

Died March 20, 1991

Jazz and R&B guitarist who provided
the classic solo on Bill Doggett’s hit
‘Honky Tonk’, Bill Butler had first
improvised the opening chords of the
song while performing on stage in
western Ohio. Forming his own group
in the late Sixties, Butler released five
albums on Prestige Records. Later a
much in-demand session player in
New York City, he worked with Dinah
Washington and Dizzie Gillespie.
CAUSE: Heart attack. He died at his
home in Teaneck, New Jersey.

Floyd Butler

Born 1942

Died April 29, 1990

The co-leader of the pop-soul band,
Friends Of Distinction, Floyd Butler
formed the quartet with Harry Elston,
the pair first meeting in a San Diego
public housing project at age five.
Lifelong friends, Butler and Elston
attended the same high school and
college, before they both entered the
service. After their discharges, both
Butler and Elston settled in Los
Angeles, where they continued their
college education and part-time music
pursuits. They first formed The
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Hi-Fi’s, an R&B group that also
included Marilyn McCoo and
Lamonte McLemore. The group was
befriended by Ray Charles who hired
the band as an opening act, and then
produced their only single (released as
by The Vocals). After the group
disbanded, McCoo and McLore
formed The Fifth Dimension. But
while Butler first took a job at the
Urban League, he soon rejoined
Elston in a group called The Friends
Of Distinction. Financially supported
by former football star Jim Brown, the
group landed a recording contract with
RCA Records. Their début hit came in
1969 with a million-selling remake of
the Hugh Masekela instrumental,
‘Grazing In The Grass’, featuring
newly written lyrics by Harry Elston.
With RCA taking the group in an R&B
direction, their follow-up single ‘Going
In Circles’ was their second million-
seller. Another smash hit came in 1970
with, ‘Love Or Let Me Be Lonely’.
After experiencing several personnel
changes, the group fell out of
popularity and disbanded in 1975.
CAUSE: Heart attack.

Paul Butterfield

Born December 17, 1942

Died May 4, 1987

A white, Jewish, blues singer-
songwriter, Paul Butterfield was raised
in Chicago’s south side in a
predominately black neighbourhood,
where in the late Fifties he discovered
the city’s bustling blues scene.
Befriended by Muddy Waters in 1958,
Butterfield was occasionally permitted
to share the stage with his musical
mentor. While studying the classical
flute at the University of Chicago,
Butterfield was instead drawn to the
blues harmonica, with “harp’ master
Little Walter soon becoming his tutor.
Forming The Paul Butterfield Blues
Band in 1963, he was joined by college
friend Elvin Bishop (later of ‘Fooled
Around And Fell In Love’ fame) and
guitarist Mike Bloomfield. Butterfield
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garnered national exposure when
members of his group were heckled by
folk purists as they backed Bob Dylan
at the début of his controversial
electric concert at the Newport Folk
Festival. Signing with Elektra Records
in 1965, Butterfield’s group combined
Chicago-style blues with hard rock on
their classic début release, The Paul
Burterfield Blues Band, the album
highlighted by ‘Born In Chicago’.
Introducing blues music and its black
originators to white America,
Butterfield recorded seven albums for
Elektra, and appeared at Woodstock in
1969. Though a master harmonica
player, Butterfield was only an average
singer. In 1969 Butterfield and former
bandmate Mike Bloomfield joined
their mentor, Muddy Waters, on the
album, Fathers And Sons. Moving to
Woodstock, New York, in the early
Seventies, Butterfield formed a folkier-
styled group, The Better Days,
releasing several moderately successful
albums for Bearsville Records. In the
late-Seventies, Butterfield teamed up
with Levon Helm in The All Stars,
and then with Rick Danko in The
Danko-Butterfield Band. After coming
down with peritonitis (a digestive
disorder) in 1981, Butterfield was
unable to record or publicly perform
for several years. He was stricken while
recording the album, North South. He
subsequently underwent several
operations. Returning to the stage in
1987, Butterfield toured with The
Allman Brothers and Santana.

CAUSE: He died of intestinal maladies
after years of alcohol and drug abuse.
He was found dead in the kitchen of
his North Hollywood apartment by his
manager.

Glen Buxton

Born November 10, 1947

Died October 19, 1997

The original lead guitarist and
keyboardist for theatrical rocker Alice
Cooper in the early Seventies, Glen
Buxton provided some of the most

BYRON

identifiable guitar licks in hard rock.
Born in Akron, Ohio, but raised in
Phoenix, Buxton formed The Spiders
in 1965 with several of his high school
classmates. Featuring singer Vincent
Furnier on lead vocals, the group
scored a local smash hit with ‘Don’t
Blow Your Mind’. With Furnier
changing his name to Alice Cooper,
the group moved to Los Angeles where
they were discovered by Frank Zappa
and signed to his Straight label.
Initially heckled by California
audiences, they returned to Detroit for
a period and finally relocated to the
New York area. Signing with Warner
Brothers in 1971, the group unleashed
a string of grinding, guitar-driven
hard-rock anthems including
‘Eighteen’, ‘School’s Out’, ‘Elected’
and ‘No More Mr. Nice Guy’. The
Alice Cooper group became best
known for their macabre stage act
which incorporated live snakes, a
guillotine and a full-size electric chair.
Buxton was drinking heavily by the
mid-Seventies and the touring band
had to be augmented by a session
guitarist who also played on their
seventh album Muscle Of Love.
Experiencing problems with his record
company, Cooper fired the entire band
in 1974 (several members, minus
Buxton, formed the offshoot group
Billion Dollar Babies). After
attempting suicide and losing his home
to the IRS, Buxton moved to an Iowa
farm in 1990 where he performed in
local bands and gave music lessons.
CAUSE: Long-term abuse of drugs and
alcohol causing general ill health and
breakdown of immune systems.
FURTHER READING: Cooper, Alice.
(1996). The Last Tempration Of Alice
Cooper. New York: Marvel
Entertainment.

David Byron

Born January 29, 1947

Died February 28, 1985

The vocalist and founding member of
the perennial hard-rock group, Uriah
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Heep, David Byron began his
professional career in 1965 as the
singer for the popular British pub
band, Spice. In 1970, Byron and
guitarist Mick Box left Spice to form
Uriah Heep. Singing in a lusty, hard-
rock fashion, Byron hit the stage in
bare-chested flashy costumes. Signing
with Mercury Records, Uriah Heep’s
breakthrough album, Salisbury (1971),
was highlighted by its orchestral, 16-
minute title track. Though garnering
little airplay, the group proved that
success could be gained by marathon
touring, initially as an opening act for
Deep Purple, Vanilla Fudge and T.
Rex. Uriah Heep landed its first
million-seller in 1972 with Demons
And Wizards which featured their only
Top 40 hit, ‘Easy Livin’’. Leaving
Mercury in 1973, the group signed
with Warner Brothers, their label
déburt album Sweer Freedom
highlighted by the track, ‘Stealin’’.
After much internal squabbling, Byron
left the group (most sources claim he
was fired) in July, 1976, his last Uriah
Heep album coming with High And
Mighty. Releasing his first solo album,
Take No Prisoners, on Mercury, Byron
was backed by Box and other Uriah
Heep alumni. After joining the heavy
metal group Rough Diamond in 1977,
Byron returned to a solo career,
releasing the albums This Day And Age
(1980) and On The Rocks (1982).
CAUSE: A heart attack brought on by
long-term, excessive drug and alcohol
abuse.

C

Tommy Caldwell

Born November 9, 1949

Died April 28, 1980

The bass player for the Southern-rock
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group, The Marshall Tucker Band,
Tommy Caldwell picked up the guitar
at age 10, taught to play by his country
musician father, and older brother,
Toy Caldwell. Two years later,
Tommy switched to the electric bass.
After a stint in the US Marines in the
late Sixties, Tommy Caldwell joined
his brother’s group, Toy Factory. But
since that group already had a bass
player, Toy and Tommy alternated on
lead guitar. When Toy Factory evolved
into The Marshall Tucker Band in
1972, Tommy switched to bass.
Signing with Capricorn Records, the
group released a self-titled album,
highlighted by acoustic guitar hit,
‘Can’t You See’, the song featuring the
flute playing of Jerry Eubanks. With
little fanfare, the group hit the road for
a long series of one-nighters, initially
opening up for labelmates and fellow
Southern-rockers, The Allman
Brothers Band. A strict technique bass
player, Caldwell later experimented
with jazz stylings. Throughout the
decade, The Marshall Tucker Band
churned out a series of gold and
platinum certified albums, including
Searchin’ For A Rainbow (1975), which
was highlighted by ‘Fire On The
Mountain’, and Carolina Dreams
(1977), which included their biggest
hit, ‘Heard It In A Lovesong’. Their
final Capricorn album came in 1978
with Together Forever. Switching to
Warner Brothers in 1979, the group
recorded a pair of poorly received,
jazz-flavoured albums, including Tenth
(1980) which was released shortly
before Caldwell’s death. A scratch
golfer, Caldwell was a member of the
Professional Golfers’ Association.
CAUSE: Tommy Caldwell died five
days after sustaining injuries suffered
in an auto accident in Spartanburg,
South Carolina, on April 23. He hit a
stalled car and his vehicle, a Toyota
Landcruiser, rolled over. Caldwell’s
other brother, Tim, had died in a
separate car crash a month earlier.
FURTHER READING: Smith, Michael B.
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(1997). Carolina Dreams: The Musical
Legacy Of Upstate South Carolina.
Beverly Hills, CA: Marshall Tucker
Ent.

Toy Caldwell

(Toy TALMADGE CALDWELL, JR.)

Born 1948

Died February 25, 1993

Guitarist, principal songwriter and
lead singer of the Southern-rock band,
The Marshall Tucker Band, Toy
Caldwell was born into a musical
family in Spartansburg, South
Carolina, his father a veteran of local
country music groups. During his late
teens, Toy Caldwell occasionally
performed with his father at square
dances. Forming his first rock group in
1965, The Rants were a British
Invasion cover band. The group
disbanded in 1967 when Caldwell and
the rest of the group were drafted.
Returning home in April 1969 after
being injured in Vietnam, Toy
Caldwell had to relearn how to play
his Les Paul guitar. Forming Toy
Factory, he was soon joined by his
brother Tommy. The group was soon
opening up for Wet Willie, who
recommended them to Phil Walden of
Capricorn Records. Evolving into The
Marshall Tucker Band, the group
débuted with The Marshall Tucker
Band (1973), the album highlighted by
the acoustic guitar hit, ‘Can’t You
See’. A string of consistently selling
albums followed including, Searchin’
For A Rainbow (1975), which included
the hit, ‘Fire On The Mountain’, and
Carolina Dreams (1977), which
featured ‘Heard It In A Lovesong’.
Also a session player, Toy Caldwell
worked with Elvin Bishop, Waylon
Jennings, and Hank Williams, Jr.
Playing with his thumb instead of a
pick, Caldwell was a melodic guitar
player who had absorbed some of his
father’s Southern influences. Toy
Caldwell left the Marshall Tucker
Band in 1985 after the death of his
brother (see above) in an automobile

CALIFORNIA
accident. Pursuing a solo career, he
was completing his second album at
the time of his death.

Causk: Caldwell suffered from chronic
bronchitis and was ill with the flu. He
saw a doctor the day before his death,
but succumbed to acute respiratory
failure at his Spartanburg home. The
Spartanburg County coroner later
ruled that Caldwell’s death was
cocaine related. Caldwell had been
scheduled to perform at a fund-raiser
for a Ronnie Van Zant memorial park
on the day of his death.

FURTHER READING: Smith, Michael B.
(1997). Carolina Dreams: The Musical
Legacy Of Upstate South Carolina.
Beverly Hills, CA: Marshall Tucker
Ent.

Roy Calhoun

(RoyAaLSTON CALHOUN)

Born c. 1936

Died 1970

First tenor and occasional songwriter
of the Fifties doo-wop group, Lee
Andrews and The Hearts, Roy
Calhoun enjoyed several hits at Chess
Records including ‘Long Lonely
Nights’ (1957) and “Teardrops’
(1958). Managed by Philadelphia
deejay Kae Williams, The Hearts
initially recorded for a pair of local
labels, Rainbow, and then, Gotham
Records.

CAUSE: He died in an apartment fire.

Randy California

(RANDOLPH CRAIG WOLFE)

Born February 20, 1951

Died Fanuary 2, 1997

A talented guitarist, Los Angeles born
and raised Randy California was
exposed to rock music during his early
teens at his uncle Ed Pearl’s Ash
Grove nightclub, where he was also
permitted to jam with the likes of
Mance Lipscomb, Sleepy John Estes
and Lightnin’ Hopkins. Forming a
jazz-fusion group, the Red Roosters,
California was joined by keyboardist
John Locke and his soon-to-be
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stepfather, drummer Ed Cassidy.
Moving to New York and joining
Jimmy James And The Blue Flames,
California received his stage name
from the group’s then-unknown
bandleader, Jimi Hendrix. Returning
to Los Angeles, Randy California
reteamed with Locke, Cassidy, and
two more ex-Red Roosters, to form
Spirits Rebellious. Placing former
bluegrass musician Jay Ferguson at the
helm as lead singer, the group
shortened its name to Spirit. Their
first three albums Spiritz, The Family
That Plays Together and Clear were
highly accomplished works that
brought the group critical acclaim for
their jazzy experimentation. Creative
tensions would eventually sunder the
unit but not before they issued their
masterpiece — Twelve Dreams Of Dr
Sardonicus. This album revealed
California at the peak of his powers,
composing the ecological anthem
‘Nature’s Way’, among others.
Ferguson and Andes subsequently
formed Jo Jo Gunne, who enjoyed
chart success with ‘Run Run Run’.
Meanwhile, California entered a dark
period, first falling from a horse and
sustaining serious injuries, after which
he released the flawed Kaprain Kopter
And The Fabulous Twirlybirds (1972),
with Hendrix bassist Noel Redding
and drummer Les Sampson. A move
to London almost ended in premature
death when Randy threw himself off
London’s Waterloo Bridge into the
River Thames. He subsequently
reactivated Spirit, entering another
fascinating phase with the double
album Spirir Of °76, followed by the
sometimes enigmatic Farther Along
and Future Games. A previously
doomed project Journey Through
Potatoland was exhumed from the
vaults and re-recorded in 1981. The
following year, California released a
solo album, Euro American. In 1984,
the original Spirit regrouped for The
Thirteenth Dream, but the old invention
was lacking. Further releases, included
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Raprure In Chamber (1989), Tent Of
Miracles (1990) and Live At La
Paloma, which succeeded in keeping
the band’s name alive. Sony’s
remastering of the group’s early
catalogue elicited favourable reviews
and indicated a renewed interest in the
band’s classic period, prompting hopes
of a resurgence in popularity.

CAUSE: He drowned while swimming
with his 12-year-old son, Quinn, near
Molokai, Hawaii. Caught in a riptide,
California was lost at sea. Authorities
called off their search after one day
due to bad weather. His body was
never found.

Cab Calloway

(CaBELL CALLOWAY III)

Born December 25, 1907

Died November 18, 1995

Legendary zoot-suited jazz performer
whose career was reignited in the
Eighties by his performance of
‘Minnie The Moocher’ in the film The
Blues Brothers, the Rochester, New
York-born Cab Calloway broke into
showbusiness in his late teens via his
older sister Blanch, who helped him
get a part in a “The Plantation Days”
touring revue. Gigging in Chicago
with Louis Armstrong in the mid-
Twenties, Calloway built upon
Armstrong’s scat vocal delivery,
forming his own band in 1929. An
immediate sensation, Calloway won a
residency at Harlem’s famed Cotton
Club in 1931 after the departure of
Duke Ellington. Appearing in many
films and touring extensively for the
next few decades, Calloway enjoyed a
long hit run in the Thirties and
Forties that included ‘The Scat Song’,
‘The Jumpin’ Jive’ and ‘The Great
Lie’. Also hitting the stage, he joined
productions of Porgy And Bess and an
all-black Broadway revue of Hello,
Dolly!

CAUsE: Suffering a stroke on June 12,
1995, he did not recover. He died

in a nursing home in Hockessin,
Delaware.
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Robert Calvert

Born 1944

Died August 14, 1988

South African-born poet, and
sometimes vocalist, Robert Calvert
was from 1970-73 a member of
Hawkwind, the British psychedelic
space-rock group, who became as
famous for their alternative lifestyle as
their music. The group’s biggest hit
came with the Calvert-penned single
‘Silver Machine’ (1972), a new version
of the song in which Calvert’s vocals
had been overdubbed. Calvert rejoined
Hawkwind in 1977, before launching a
solo career in the Eighties with a pair
of album releases.

CAUSE: Heart attack.

John Campbell

Born Fanuary 20, 1952

Died June 13, 1993

Southern blues guitarist and singer
who employed voodoo imagery in his
stage shows, John Campbell first
recorded in 1988 before teaming with
guitarist Alexander Kennedy. Signing
with Elektra Records in 1991,
Campbell released his first of two
albums at the label, One Believer, the
project recorded with Robert Cray’s
former backing band.

CAUSE: Heart disease. He died in his
sleep at his home in New York City.

Jerry Capehart

(JERRY NEIL CAPEHART)

Born August 22, 1928

Died Fune 7, 1998

Based in Nashville, producer and
songwriter Jerry Capehart is best
known as the catalyst behind
rockabilly singer Eddie Cochran. First
meeting Cochran in a music store,
Capehart became his manager from
1955-59. Helping Cochran sign with
Liberty Records, Capehart co-wrote a
number of his songs, including the
rock standards ‘Summertime Blues’
and ‘C’mon Everbody’. Capehart and
Cochran split shortly before Cochran’s
untimely death in a road accident in
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England in 1960. Capehart later
managed Glen Campbell and
entertainer Frank Gorshen. He also
composed ‘Beautiful Brown Eyes’, a
hit for both Rosemary Clooney and
Jimmy Wakely, and ‘Turn Around,
Look At Me’, a hit for both Glen
Campbell and The Vogues.

CAUSE: Brain cancer; he had been
diagnosed a month before his death.
He died in Nashville.

Leonard ‘“Chick’’ Carbo
(LEONARD “‘CHICK”’ CARBO)

Born December 28, 1927

Died August 18, 1998

Leader of the Fifties, New Orleans-
based doo-wop vocal group The
Spiders, baritone-vocalist Leonard
“Chick” Carbo formed the group in
1947 as a gospel quartet called The
Zion Harmonizers. Adding brother
Hayward “Chuck’ Carbo, the renamed
Delta Southernaires signed with
Imperial Records in 1953. But with
Imperial refusing to record the group as
a gospel act, The Southernaires
recorded as a secular doo-wop group
under the pseudonym The Spiders.
After being outed by a local deejay, the
group was banned from singing in its
home Baptist church. One of the few
successful doo-wop vocal groups to
emerge from the Crescent City, The
Spiders enjoyed airplay with hits such
as ‘I Didn’t Want To Do It’ (1954),
‘'m Slippin’’ (1954), and ‘Witchcraft’
(1955). Oddly, the group did not have
a following in its hometown, but was
popular on tours with artists such as
Ray Charles and The Drifters. After
The Spiders disbanded in 1957 from
lack of success, Chick Carbo recorded
for Revue Records in the Sixties. The
Spiders remain a favourite among vocal
group collectors.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Jake Carey
(JacoB CAREY)
Born September 9, 1926
Died December 10, 1997
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The bass vocalist and eldest member
of the early doo-wop group, The
Flamingos, Virginia-native Jake Carey
moved to Chicago in 1950 along with
his cousin Zeke Carey. There the
cousins joined the choir at a local
Black Jewish synagogue. Forming The
Swallows (not the more famous
Baltimore group) in 1951 with Johnny
Carter and Paul Wilson, the group
installed Earl Lewis as their lead
singer. Renamed The (Five)
Flamingos in 1952 after the addition
of Sollie McElroy as their new lead
singer, the group recorded a series of
much sought after singles on the
Chance, Parrot and Checker labels.
Providing some of the most elegant
harmonies in the doo-wop genre, The
Flamingos scored a series of regional
hits with ‘If I Can’t Have You’ and the
marvellous ‘Golden Teardrops’. The
Flamingos finally reached the national
R&B charts in 1956 with the Nate
Nelson-penned, T’ll Be Home’, the
song also hitting the pop charts via a
cover version by Pat Boone. Moving to
New York and recording on Decca,
and then End, the group entered the
second phase of its career, landing a
major smash in 1959 with the
romantic standard, ‘I Only Have Eyes
For You’. Carey continued a version
of The Flamingos into the Nineties.
CAUSE: Heart attack. He died at his
home in Lanham, Maryland.
FURTHER READING: Pruter, Robert.
(1996). Doowop: The Chicago Scene.
Urbana, IL.: University of Illinois Press.

John Carnegie

Born 1934

Died 1979

Original tenor vocalist of the early
Fifties Dominoes’ copy group The
Checkers, John Carnegie provided the
lead on their single ‘Night’s Curtains’.
Signed with King-Federal Records, the
group released a series of non-charting
singles. Carnegie was drafted in early
1953 and forced to leave the group.
CAUSE: Unknown.
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Karen Carpenter

(KAREN ANNE CARPENTER)

Born March 2, 1950

Died February 4, 1983

Drummer and vocalist of the soft-rock
duo, The Carpenters, Karen
Carpenter was born and raised in
suburban New Haven, Connecticut. A
boisterous tomboy in her teen years,
Karen initially studied piano before
switching to drums. Moving to
Downey, California, in 1964, Karen
played drums in her high school band.
By 1967, she had joined her brother
Richard, and Wes Jacobs, in a jazz
combo called The Richard Carpenter
Trio. The group soon evolved into a
soft Top 40 covers group, Spectrum,
playing Los Angeles nightclubs.
During this period both Karen and
Richard attended Cal State University.
Pared down to a duo in 1969 following
Jacobs’ departure for The Detroit
Symphony, the renamed Carpenters
were discovered by trumpeter Herb
Alpert and signed to his A&M Record
label. Their début album, Offering,
released later in the year, featured a
cover of The Beatles’ “Ticket To Ride’
and would be their only commercial
failure. Utilising top-notch
songwriters, The Carpenters scored a
string of light-rock, soft-spoken hits
beginning with ‘Close To You’ (1970),
and continuing with ‘We’ve Only Just
Begun’ (1970), ‘Rainy Days And
Mondays’ (1971), ‘Sing’ (1973), and
“Top Of The World’ (1973). With
their blend of unpretentious harmonies
and heartfelt lyrics, The Carpenters
were considered very unhip.
Constantly on the road from 1970
with their Vegas-style act, both Karen
and Richard Carpenter were in ill
health by late 1975. With Karen’s
weight down to 80 pounds, a tour had
to be cancelled. Richard, meanwhile,
had become addicted to a prescription
drug, Quaalude. With disco on the rise
in the late Seventies, The Carpenters
saw their fame diminish. In 1979
Karen began working on a solo album
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with producer Phil Ramone. After
abandoning the project, Karen married
in 1989 but the relationship didn’t
last, and she rejoined Richard on their
comeback album, Made In America,
landing a final hit with “Touch Me
When We’re Dancing’ (1981). With
her health in decline, Karen Carpenter
spent little time in the studio during
the early Eighties. Her solo album was
finally released posthumously in 1996.
CAUSE: Anorexia nervosa. Following
her divorce, Karen Carpenter had
been living with her mother in
Downey, California. There she was
found unconscious and transported
to the city’s Community Hospital.
Initially, the cause of death was

listed as a heart attack. Karen’s
health had been declining since

1975 as a result of a heavy touring
schedule. The excessive media
coverage surrounding the
circumstances of her death focused
attention on the eating disorder,
anorexia nervosa. A CBS television
movie, The Karen Carpenter Story
(1989), presented an accurate
portrayal of her long-term illness.
FURTHER READING: Garcia, Ronald.
(1994). Close To You: The Story of
Richard & Karen Carpenter. Glendale,
CA: Good Reading Co. Coleman,
Ray. (1994). The Carpenters: The
Untold Story. London: Boxtree.

Eric Carr

(PAauL CARAVELLO)

Born Fuly 12, 1950

Died November 24, 1991

The drummer for perennial, fire-
breathing hard-rock group, Kiss,
Brooklyn-born and raised Eric Carr
was a veteran of several New York City
and East Coast bar bands from the late
Sixties, passing through such groups as
Flasher and Mother Nature Father
Time. Carr joined Kiss in 1980 as a
replacement for the group’s original
drummer, Peter Criss, who left to
pursue a solo career. Teaming with
Kiss founders Gene Simmons, Paul

Stanley and Ace Frehley, Carr (in fox
make-up) first appeared with the band
at a New York City performance at the
Palladium on July 25, 1980. Carr
recorded eight albums with the group,
beginning with an uncharacteristic
concept album Music From The Elder
(1981), written for a planned, but
unreleased film of the same name. Carr
also helped to produce that album
which contained the unlikely Kiss
ballad, “World Without Heroes’.
Switching to Mercury Records, and
finding a new audience with the
inception of MTV, Kiss reprised the
confident, rocking sound of their early
years on their 1983 comeback album
Lick It Up. A video for ‘Lick It Up’
featured the group’s first-ever make-up
free appearance. Riding a new crest in
heavy metal popularity, Kiss enjoyed a
string of album-rock hits in the 1980s
with ‘Heaven’s On Fire’ (1984), ‘Tears
Are Falling’ (1985), and ‘Reason To
Live’ (1987). Carr’s last album with
Kiss came in 1990 with Hot In The
Shade. Also a session player, Carr
worked with Gary Moore, Black
Sabbath and Alice Cooper.

CAUsE: Complications from cancer of
the heart and lungs. Ultimately, he
died of a cerebral haemorrhage in New
York City’s Bellevue hospital while in
a coma. He had undergone open-heart
surgery in April, 1991.

Leroy Carr

Born March 27, 1905

Died April 29, 1935

An influential self-taught Nashville-born
blues pianist, Leroy Carr teamed with
Scapper Blackwell in Indianapolis to
form the most popular blues duo of the
late Twenties and early Thirties. Signing
with Vocalion Records in 1928, Carr
was joined by Blackwell on a string of
melancholy blues standards including
‘Blues Before Sunrise’, ‘Hurry Down
Sunshine’ and his signature picce, ‘How
Long, How Long Blues’.

CAUSE: An alcoholic, he drank himself
to death.
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Robert Carr John Cascella
Born c. 1938 Born April 29, 1947

Died May 18, 1993

Member of the New York City-based
R&B duo Robert & Johnny, with
Johnny Mitchell. The pair scored a
minor hit in 1958 with “‘We Belong
Together’.

CAUSE: Unknown.

Johnny Carroll

(JoHN LEwis CARROLL)

Born October 23, 1937

Died February 18, 1995

A rockabilly artist, Johnny Carroll
scored a pair of minor hits in the late
Fifties with ‘Crazy Lovin’’ and ‘Wild
Women’, and appeared in the film
Rock Baby, Rock It. The Fort Worth,
Texas-native’s best work is compiled
on the Bear Family Records release,
Rock Baby, Rock It: 1955-1960.
CAUSE: He died from complications
from a liver transplant in Godley, Texas.

Vivian Carter

Born March 25, 1921

Died June 12, 1989

The “Vee” of Vee-Jay Records,
Mississippi-born Vivian Carter
launched the successful Chicago-based
record R&B/soul label in 1953 with
husband, Jimmy Bracken. The label
had evolved from their Gary, Indiana
record store, Vivian’s Record Shop.
Staying on top of the city’s blues and
R&B scene, Carter was also employed
as a deejay at the time. A quick
success, Vee-Jay’s roster included
Jimmy Reed, The Spaniels, Gene
Chandler, Dee Clark, and The
Impressions. Taking a pop approach
in the early Sixties, Vee-Jay signed the
Four Seasons, and issued The Beatles’
early material when Capitol had
refused. The label folded in 1966 due
to a series of financial misappropriations.
Carter and Bracken subsequently
operated a pair of smaller labels, J.V.
and Ra-Bra. Carter later operated a
radio station in Gary, Indiana.

CAUSE: Unknown.
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Died November 14, 1992
Keyboard and accordion player for | f
mainstream, midwest rocker, John |
(Cougar) Mellencamp, John Cascella
won a New York City accordion
playing contest at age 11. After
mastering a series of instruments !
during his teen years, he studied jazz |
with Phil Woods. Switching to rockin
the mid-Seventies, he joined the Faith '
Band, appearing on two albums,
Rock’n’Romance and Face To Face. The
Faith Band’s sole hit came in 1978
with ‘Dancin’ Shoes’. Leaving the
group in 1979, Cascella worked as a
session player and film scorer, before 4
launching his own production |
company, Cascella Music Productions.
Joining John Mellencamp’s band in
1984, Cascella was slowly weaned
away from the keyboard to the
accordion. On Mellencamp’s 1987 hit,
‘Paper And Fire’, Cascella’s frenetic
accordion was coupled in a fierce
exchange with the fiddle of Lisa
Germano. Cascella also appeared on
the Mellencamp hits, ‘Small Town’,
‘Rain On The Scarecrow’, ‘R.0.C.K.
In The USA.’, and ‘Lonely OI’ Night’.
As a session player, Cascella also
worked with Sue Medley, Kim Carnes
and Ronna Reeves.

CAUSE: Traffic accident. He died while
driving home after watching the
Evander Holyfield/Riddick Bowe
heavyweight World Championship.
His car veered off the road into a
cornfield in central Indiana. The car
was later discovered by a passing
motorist.

Leonard ‘“Baby Doo’’ Caston
(LEONARD CASTON, SR.)

Born June 2, 1917

Died August 22, 1987

A prolific Mississippi-born, Chicago-
based blues pianist and guitarist,
Leonard “Baby Doo’” Caston was
taught to play guitar by his cousin
Alan Weathersby. After teaching
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himself to play piano, Caston headed
north to Chicago in 1936, first gaining
fame in 1939 after teaming with
former boxer Willie Dixon. The two
formed The Five Breezes, a popular
club band around Chicago. But with
Dixon imprisoned as a conscientious
objector in 1941, Caston formed a
new group, the Rhythm Rascals Trio.
As part of the war effort, Caston and
The Rhythm Rascals Trio joined a
USO tour, teamed with Alberta
Hunter. Returning to Chicago in
1945, Caston joined Willie Dixon and
Bernardo Dennis (later replaced by
Ollie Crawford) in the legendary, Big
Three Trio. Recording for several
labels including Bullet and Columbia,
the group landed its sole hit with “You
Sure Look Good To Me’ (1948). After
the group disbanded, Caston was a
much in-demand session player. Also
pursuing a solo career, Caston released
on album on Hot Shot Records.
CAUSE: Heart disease. He died at the
Hennepin County Medical Center in
Minneapolis.

William Cathey

Born 1937

Died Fanuary 17, 1970

Member of Billy Stewart’s band,
William Cathey appeared on the
singer’s several Sixties R&B hits
including, ‘I Do Love You’ and a
frenetic cover of George Gershwin’s
‘Summertime’.

CAUSE: Car crash. Experiencing brake
problems, the new car that Stewart
and the group were riding struck a
bridge abutment and plunged into a
river.

Danny Cedrone

Born 1921

Died June 18, 1954

A session guitarist who provided the
solo on Bill Haley and The Comets’
groundbreaking hit ‘Rock Around The
Clock,” Danny Cedrone had
previously performed on several Bill
Haley and The Saddlemen releases.

CHANDLER
Cedrone was also a member of The
Esquire Boys.

CAUSE: He fell down a flight of stairs
while in Philadelphia.

Chas Chandler

(BRYAN JAMES CHANDLER)

Born December 18, 1938

Died Fuly 17, 1996

A native of Tyneside in north-east
England, Chas Chandler was the bass
player in The Animals though he
would find greater fame as the
manager and producer of Jimi
Hendrix. In the early Sixties, Chandler
joined the Newcastle jazz-blues trio
The Alan Price Combo, led by
keyboard player Price. When the
charismatic Eric Burdon was brought
on board in 1963 as lead vocalist, the
group evolved into The Animals. The
group’s début studio album, The
Animals, spawned the international hit,
‘House Of The Rising Sun’. Featuring
Price’s bluesy organ riffs and Burdon’s
soaring vocal lead, the song —
reportedly recorded live in the studio
in just 20 minutes — was initially
considered far too long for a single by
both the group’s producer and record
company, but it rapidly rose to
number 1 in both the US and UK. A
first wave British Invasion group, The
Animals enjoyed a string of hits with
‘We Gotta Get Out Of This Place’
(1965), a cover of Sam Cooke’s ‘Bring
It On Home To Me’ (1965), ‘It’s My
Life’ (1965), and ‘Don’t Bring Me
Down’ (1966). But with members
squabbling and abusing drugs, The
Animals began disintegrating.
Following Chandler’s departure in
1967, the group was subsequently
known as Eric Burdon and The
Animals. Setting his sights on rock
management, Chandler discovered
Jimi Hendrix playing in a bar in New
York’s Greenwhich Village. Taking the
unknown virtuoso guitarist to
England, Chandler teamed Hendrix
with two British musicians, Noel
Redding and Mitch Mitchell, to form
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The Jimi Hendrix Experience.
Chandler also produced the first two
Hendrix albums, Are You Experienced?
and Axis: Bold As Love. Following
Hendrix’s untimely death, Chandler
then managed the Wolverhampton,
England-based Slade, who enjoyed a
string of UK hits in the early
Seventies. Over the years, the original
Animals attempted a number of ill-
fated reconciliations. Brief reunions in
1968 and 1977 fared poorly due to
battling egos. In 1982, a reconstituted
group minus Burdon began touring as
The Animals. Chandler, who hadn’t
played the bass in almost two decades,
had to relearn the instrument. A 1983
reunion album and tour ended with
onstage physical brawls. Chandler sold
most of his musical interests in 1982
and returned to the north eastern
coastal town of Cullercoats, semi-
retired from music. Although
outspoken, Chandler was a much
respected and loved figure in the UK
music industry. His last project was
the building of a large rock venue in
Newcastle.

CAUSE: Heart attack.

FURTHER READING: Burdon, Eric.
(1986). I Used To Be An Animal.
Boston: Faber and Faber. Blackford,
Andy. (1986). Wild Animals: The Story
Of The Animals. London: Sidgwick &
Jackson.

Kermit Chandler

Born October 27, 1945

Died February 22, 1981

Guitarist of the early Sixties soul
group, The Sheppards, Kermit
Chandler later worked as a session
player, playing guitar on recordings for
The Dells and Gene Chandler.

CAUSE: Unknown. He had been ill for
some time.

Herman ‘‘Sunny’’ Chaney
Born February 16, 1939

Died January 29, 1989

Lead singer of the Fifties doo-wop
group The Jaguars, Herman ‘‘Sunny”
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Chaney was born and raised in Dallas,
Texas. Moving to Los Angeles as a
teenager, Chaney formed a vocal doo-
wop quartet with classmates from the
choir at Freemont High School. First
calling themselves The Miracles, then
The Shadows, the group settled on
The Jaguars. A then-rare interracial
group, they featured Chaney on lead
vocals, and included tenor Val Poliuto,
baritone Manuel Chavez and bass
vocalist Charlie Middleton. Signed to
R-Dell Records, The Jaguars scored
their only national hit in 1956 with an
updated version of the Jerome Kern
composition, “The Way You Look
Tonight’, recorded in 1936 by Fred
Astaire. After spending a year as The
Velvetones, The Jaguars scored a
double-sided regional hit with ‘Look
Into My Eyes’/“Thinking Of You’
(1959), joined by new bass vocalist,
Richard Berry. The group disbanded
shortly thereafter and Chaney entered
the military. Chaney worked with a
number of other R&B vocal groups in
the Fifties and Sixties including The
Robins, The Coasters, and Don
Julian’s Larks. Drafted in 1966,
Chaney left music for several years.
Later reuniting The Jaguars of the
oldies circuit, Chaney retired in the
early Eighties, blind from diabetes.
The group reunited for a time in 1987.
CAuUsE: Complications from diabetes.
He died in Culver City, California.

Andy Chapin

Born February 7, 1952

Died December 31, 1985

A member of a latter version of
Steppenwolf in the mid-Seventies,
Andy Chapin was later a keyboard
player in Ricky Nelson’s back-up
group, The Stone Canyon Band.
CAUSE: He died of burns and smoke
inhalation resulting from an on-board
fire in the passenger compartment of a
DC-3 plane, near Dekalb, Texas. Also
killed were Ricky Nelson and six
others. The plane was en route from
Guttersville, Alabama to Dallas for




() alde a e x—rare

-

CHAPIN

" half-time festivities at the Cotton

Bowl. His widow Lisa Jane Chapin,
later sued two aviation companies for
wrongful death.

Harry Chapin

(HARRY FORSTER CHAPIN)

Born December 7, 1942

Died Fuly 16, 1981

A popular folk-rock singer, songwriter
and charity worker, Harry Chapin was
born and raised in Greenwich Village.
Encouraged by his father Jim, a
drummer for both Tommy Dorsey and

: Woody Herman, the younger Chapin

began on the trumpet before switching
to the guitar. In 1964 Chapin joined a
group with his father and brothers

" Steve and Tom, called The Chapin

Family, releasing one album, Chapin
Music. But while training in the Air
Force Academy, Chapin was drawn to
folk music. After a stint as an
architecture major at Cornell
University, Chapin left to work in film,
producing the Academy Award
nominee, and New York Film Festival
winner, Legendary Champions (1969).
Signing with Elektra Records in 1972,
the folk-rock styled Chapin scored a
pair of Top 10 singles “Taxi’ (1972)
and ‘Cat’s In The Cradle’ (1974),
both melancholy story songs.
Embraced as a folk troubadour,
Chapin enjoyed hit albums such as
Heads & Tails (1972) and Verities And
Balderdash (1974). Turning his
attention to the stage, Chapin wrote
and starred in the 1975 Broadway
musical, The Night That Made America
Famous, the production earning two
Tony nominations. Remaining a
popular concert draw but landing little
airplay in the late Seventies, Chapin
reaped a pair of gold-certified albums,
Greatest Story: Live (1976) and Dance
Band On The Titanic. Signing to
Boardwalk Records in 1980, Chapin
landed his final Top 40 hit with a
sequel to his 1972 hit ‘Taxi’, which
was appropriately titled ‘Sequel’. A
political activist, much of Chapin’s

CHARLES
energy and income went to causes
such as human rights and arts funding.
He was also an active member of
President Jimmy Carter’s commission
on world hunger.

CAUSE: He died in an auto accident on
a six-lane Long Island Expressway
bridge near Jericho, New York, en
route to New York City. Chapin’s
1975 Volkswagon Rabbit was struck
from the rear by a longbed truck. The
truck’s driver pulled Chapin out of the
blazing car. The coroner originally
ruled that Chapin died of a heart
attack but changed the cause to
massive blood loss. It was not certain
whether Chapin had a heart attack
before or after the crash. Chapin was
driving on a suspended driver’s
licence. Later that day, Chapin was
scheduled to have given a free concert
at Long Island’s Eisenhower Park. Not
knowing of the singer’s fate, thousands
of fans showed up expecting a
performance.

FURTHER READING: Coan, Peter M.
(1990). Taxi: The Harry Chapin Story.
New York: Carol.

Charlie Charles

(HUGH GLENN MORTIMER CHARLES)
Born 1945

Died September 5, 1990

Drummer for the British rock group,
Ian Dury & The Blockheads, the
Guyana-born Charlie Charles
emigrated to England in 1959. After
serving in the British Army for six
years, he formed a touring rock band
in 1970 called No Sweat. Returning to
London in 1972, he passed through a
series of rock bands and worked as a
session drummer behind acts such as
Lulu, Elkie Brooks and Arthur Conley.
Joining a group called Loving
Awareness in 1975, Charles recorded
the critically acclaimed album Loving
Awareness the following year. In 1977,
Charles was a founding member of [an
Dury & The Blockheads, the group
achieved instant fame with their début
album, New Boots And Panties.
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Garnering little airplay in the US
except for ‘Sex And Drugs And Rock
And Roll’ and ‘Hit Me With Your
Rhythm Stick’, The Blockheads were
major British stars with hits such as
“What A Waste’, ‘Reasons To Be
Cheerful’, and ‘I Want To Be
Straight’. Charles also pursued several
side projects including his own group,
Multi Pleasure Music, for which he
also sang lead vocals.

CAUSE: Cancer. He died in London.

Mark Charron

Born 1944

Died Fune 17, 1994

Songwriter who penned hits for the
Partridge Family, Bill Anderson, and
the Vogues, Mark Charron also wrote
the B.]. Thomas hits ‘Billy And Sue’
and ‘Mama’.

CAuske: Unknown. He died in
Nashville.

Bill Chase

Born 1934

Died August 9, 1974

Leader and trumpeter of the jazz-rock
group, Chase, Bill Chase studied
trumpet at the Berklee College of
Music in the mid-Fifties. After a
several-year stint in Woody Herman’s
group in the early Sixties, Chase joined
The Thundering Herd. Forming a
nine-man group in 1970 called Chase,
he attracted the attention of Epic
Records. A pioneering jazz-rock fusion
band, Chase recorded three albums,
Chase (1971), Ennea (1972), and Pure
Music (1974). The group’s only Top
40 single came in 1971 with ‘Get It
On’. Follow-up releases, ‘So Many
People’ (1971), and a song recorded
by Rod Stewart in 1969, ‘Handbags
And Gladrags’ (1971), were only
minor hits.

CAUSE: Bill Chase died in an
aeroplane crash in a Jackson,
Mississippi, soybean field en route
from Chicago. The accident also killed
three backing members of his
revamped band: drummer Walt Clark,
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guitarist John Emma, and organ player
Wally Yohn. Both pilots of the twin-
engine Comanche also perished. The
five other members of Chase were not
on board.

Brandon Chase

(ALAN GARY ZEKLEY)

Born January 4, 1943

Died Fune 26, 1996

Songwriter who penned The Grass
Roots’ hits, ‘Sooner Or Later’ and
‘Wait A Million Years’, Brandon
Chase was also a member of the rock
group, Yellow Balloon.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died at his
home in Marina del Rey, California.

Clifton Chenier

Born Fune 25, 1925

Died December 12, 1987

Self-taught, Grammy-winning,
accordion player nicknamed the King
of Zydeco, Clifton Chenier had been
in the forefront of the genre since the
early Fifties, releasing his début single
in 1954, ‘Clifton Blues’. Signing with
Specialty Records the following year,
he recorded his finest work, the tracks
compiled on the album, Bayou Boogie.
With his squeezebox accordion, the
gritty-voiced Chenier, became a star in
the Seventies in the US, and then
across Europe. He retired from music
in the early Eighties.

CAusE: Kidney failure and
complications from diabetes. He died at
Lafayette General Hospital in Louisiana.

Leonard Chess

(LAzER SHMUEL CHEZ)

Born March 12, 1917

Died October 16, 1969

A Soviet-Jewish immigrant, Leonard
Chess had settled in Chicago’s
predominantly black South side in
1928. By the mid-Forties, Leonard
and his younger brother Phil operated
several nightclubs including their
flagship venue, The Macomba, which
booked blues and jazz acts. Unable to
fully stock their jukeboxes with jazz
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and blues records, the Chess brothers
were forced to start their own label,
Aristocrat Records, in 1947, landing
their first major hit in 1948 with
Muddy Waters’ groundbreaking ‘(I
Feel Like) Going Home’. In order to
concentrate on the growing record
company, Leonard Chess abdicated
control of the nightclubs to his brother
Phil. In 1950, the Chess brothers
landed their first hit on their renamed
Chess label with the Gene Ammons
release, ‘My Foolish Heart’. Largely
ignorant about blues music, L.eonard
Chess hired blues bassist Willie Dixon
as the house musical director, and
within a few years, Chess had emerged
as the country’s leading blues label, its
roster boasting stars such as Muddy
Waters, Howlin’ Wolf and Little
Walter. By 1955, Chess expanded into
rock’n’roll with a pair of trailblazing,
electric guitar-rooted artists, Bo
Diddley and Chuck Berry. With blues
falling out of popularity in the black
community, Chess Records
experienced a downturn in the late
Fifties. Hiring former King-Federal
Records producer Ralph Bass and
songwriter and A&R-man Billy Davis
in the early Sixties, Chess emerged as
a soul-based label with new signings,
Etta James, Billy Stewart, and The
Dells. With the rise of blues among
white college students in the late
Sixties, Chess experienced a boom
with much of its early material
repackaged on LPs, but with the sale
of Chess to General Recorded Tape
(GRT) in 1969, the label lost its focus.
After Leonard Chess’ death later that
year, his son Marshall was named
president. Chess was closed in 1975,
with MCA Records acquiring the
25,000 title Chess catalogue ten years
later.

CAUSE: Heart attack. He died in
Chicago.

Bobby Chouinard
Born 1954
Died March 8, 1997

-

CHRISTIAN
A prolific drummer, Massachusetts-
born Bobby Chouinard launched his
professional career in his mid-teens,
joining a series of groups before
landing in a neo-rockabilly band led by
Robert Gordon. Later joining Billy
Squier’s hard rock group in the late
Seventies, Chouinard appeared on the
hard-rock anthems ‘Everybody Wants
You’, ‘In The Dark’, and “The Stroke’.
A popular session player, Chouinard
also worked with Cher, Peter Wolf,
Chuck Berry, Alice Cooper, and Ted
Nugent. Chouinard was later a
member of Duke and The Drivers,
and in the second line-up of the rock
group TKO.
CAUSE: Massive heart attack. He died
in New York City.

Arlester ‘“‘Dyke’’ Christian
Born June 13, 1943

Died March 1971

Rhythm and blues performer who
headed the late Sixties group Dyke &
The Blazers, Arlester “Dyke”’
Christian was born in Brooklyn, but
raised in Niagara Falls and Buffalo.
After dropping out of high school, he
began hanging around nightclub
musicians. Although an inexperienced
bassist, in 1960 Christian joined a
local quartet called Carl LaRue and
His Crew. At first, the musically inept
Christian played only a small part in
the LaRue’s keyboard-heavy band.
Becoming a big draw in northwestern
New York state with their gritty soul
and danceable R&B sound, the
youthful group caught the attention of
The O’Jays in 1964. Soon, Carl LaRue
and His Crew toured with The O’Jays
as both their backing group and as a
separate, opening act. But after
relocating to Phoenix in 1965, Carl
LaRue and His Crew disintegrated.
Then along with former bandmate
Alvester Jacobs, Christian formed his
own band, Dyke and The Blazers. A
hard-edged soul outfit, the group
scored its first hit with the self-penned,
gritty but sensual, soul classic, ‘Funky
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Broadway, Pt. 1 & 2’°. Featuring
Christian on bass and lead vocals, the
single was first released by the tiny
Artco Records. Reissued on the larger
Art Laboe’s Original Sound label in
early 1967, it hit the national charts,
though it was eclipsed by Wilson
Pickett’s gritty cover version. The first
chart hit to include the word “funky”
in its title, the song was banned by a
number of radio stations. After losing
most of his backing group over a
financial dispute, Christian returned to
Buffalo where he formed a new version
of The Blazers. The group’s chart-run
continued with the Christian-penned,
hard-R&B hits ‘We Got More Soul’
(1969), ‘Let A Woman Be A Woman -
Let A Man Be A Man’ (1969), ‘Uhh’
(1970) and ‘Runaway People’ (1970).
But with new money problems,
Christian was abandoned by his new
group. In early 1971, Christian was set
to record again with Barry White as
the producer.

CAUSE: He was shot to death outside a
bar in Phoenix, in a dangerous part of
town. The perpetrator was set free
after a jury ruled that he had acted in
self-defence.

Charlie Christian

Born July 29, 1916

Died March 2, 1942

Revolutionary jazz guitarist who
popularised the electric guitar in that
field, Texas-born Charlie Christian
mastered several instruments in his
teens including the trumpet, piano,
bass, and guitar. Making Oklahoma
City his home in the Thirties,
Christian initially played a mixture of
Texas blues and jazz. After stints in his
brother’s band, The Jolly Jugglers, and
then The Anna Mae Winburn Band,
Christian formed his own quartet in
1937. Discovered playing the guitar in
a pool hall by Count Basie’s guitarist,
Eddie Durham, Christian received a
series of lessons. Recommended by
producer John Hammond, Christian
joined the Benny Goodman Orchestra
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in 1939, after outplaying the
bandleader in an impromptu on-stage
contest. Often joined in the studio by
jazz masters such as Cootie Williams

|

|

and Count Basie, Christian made only |

a limited number of recordings
including his co-composition, ‘Flying
Home’ and ‘Solo Flight’. With his
unmatched, improvised guitar solos,
Christian would expand the role of the
guitar in jazz music. Diagnosed with
tuberculosis in 1941, he was confined
to Bellevue Hospital in New York.
CAUSE: Succumbing to tuberculosis,
he died at the Seaview Sanitorium in
Staten Island. Benny Goodman paid
all of his medical bills.

Miss Christine

(CHRISTINE FRKA)

Born 1950

Died November 5, 1972

Member of Frank Zappa protégé rock

group and groupie quintet, The GTOs °

(short for, among other things, Girls
Together Outrageously), “Miss
Christine” was a native of San Pedro,
California. The GTOs emerged out of
a small circle of young women who
cavorted with visiting rock stars in Los
Angeles. The GTOs toured with
Zappa and his Mothers Of Invention
as stage dancers, and recorded a sole
album, the Zappa produced Permanent
Damage, before disbanding in late
1969. Miss Christine also appeared on
the cover of Zappa’s LP, Hot Rats, and
frequently baby-sat Zappa’s daughter
Moon Unit. She also dated both Todd
Rundgren and Albert Grossman and
was name-checked in The Flying
Burrito Brothers’ ‘Christine’s Tune
(Devil In Disguise)’. Fellow GTOs
member ‘“Miss Pamela’ (Pamela
Miller) later wrote the groupie
autobiography, I’m With The Band,
under her married name, Pamela Des
Barres.

CAUSE: She overdosed in a Boston
hotel room on prescription painkillers
that she was taking following
treatment to repair her curved spine.



CHUDD

Lew Chudd

(LEwis R. CHUDD)

Born July 1, 1911

Died Fune 15, 1998

The founder of Imperial Records,
Toronto-born Lew Chudd broke into
the music industry as a promotions
man in the Thirties, hyping the big
bands of the day. Joining NBC radio
by the mid-Thirties, Chudd developed
a popular radio programme starring
Benny Goodman. Promoted to the
head of NBC’s Los Angeles Bureau,
Chudd also worked for the Office of
War Information where he produced
Armed Forces Radio programmes.
After launching and then selling
Crown Records in the mid-Forties, he
established the pioneering Los
Angeles-based R&B label Imperial
Records, originally targeting folk and
Mexican music. Soon embracing R&B
and rock’n’roll, Imperial was
responsible for the rise of Little
Richard, Fats Domino, Smiley Lewis
and Ricky Nelson. With intuitive
producers and A&R men such as
Henri Rene and Al Young, Imperial
was a dominant player in the Fifties.
Chudd also ran a satellite operation in
New Orleans, with producer Dave
Bartholomew overseeing sessions at
the tiny J&M studio. Eventually
crowded out by the major labels,
Chudd sold Imperial to Liberty
Records in 1963, and retired from
music.

CAUSE: Heart failure. He died in Los
Angeles.

Eugene Church

Born January 23, 1938

Died April 16, 1993

A talented singer who had successes in
both the doo-wop and soul fields,
Eugene Church was raised in St.
Louis. Relocating to Los Angeles,
Church became enthralled by vocal
harmony groups such as The Clovers
and The Drifters. Meeting his idol,
singer and songwriter Jesse Belvin at a
recording session for Church’s cousin

CHURCHILL

Mel Williams, Church and Belvin
immediately struck up a friendship.
Forming the studio group The
Cliques, Church and Belvin enjoyed a
doo-wop hit with ‘Girl Of My Dreams’
(1956). Often in collaboration with
Belvin, Church wrote or appeared on
dozens of hits in the late Fifties, many
of them at clandestine sessions for
competing labels under a variety of
names. Blessed with good looks and a
smooth baritone voice, Church also
pursued a solo career beginning in
1957. Backed by Jessie Bevin and
Turks members Alex and Gaynell
Hodge, Church scored his first solo hit
with ‘Open Up Your Heart’ (1957) on
Specialty Records. Aided by Bobby
Day in signing with Class Records,
Church scored his first crossover hit
with ‘Pretty Girls Everywhere’ (1958)
as Eugene Church & the Fellows. A
follow-up release, the thematically
similar ‘Miami’ (1959), hit the R&B
charts. Signing with King Records in
1961, Church released several singles,
most noteworthy was ‘Mind Your
Own Business’ (1961). But
unfortunately for Church, Syd
Nathan’s King label was experiencing
a decline during this period. Church
last recorded for the World Pacific
label in 1967. Leaving music in 1970,
he became wealthy operating a chain
of hair salons. Inspired by Lou Rawls,
he returned to music in 1981 and
recorded gospel music on his own
Church label. Church toured on the
oldies circuit until shortly before his
death.

CAUSE: AIDS-related cancer. He died
in Los Angeles.

Savannah Churchill
(SAVANNAH VALENTINE)

Born August 21, 1920

Died Apnil 19, 1974

Trained as a violinist, the Louisiana-
born Savannah Churchill was forced
into a singing career to support her
children after the car-crash death of
her husband in 1941. After recording
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CLARK |

with Benny Carter in 1942, she toured
with Nat “King’’ Cole and Hoagy
Carmichael. Pursuing a solo career,
she adopted an early R&B vocal style
with her deep voice, scoring several
hits including ‘Daddy Daddy’ (1945),
the smash, ‘I Want To Be Loved By
You’ (1947), and ‘Time Out For
Tears’ (1948). Severely injured in a
bizarre theatre accident in 1956 when
a drunken man fell on top of her from
a balcony, Churchill suffered a broken
pelvis. While hospitalised, she was
diagnosed with cancer. By the time she
returned to the stage in the late Fifties,
her torch ballad style had fallen out of
vogue.

CAUSE: Pneumonia.

John Cipollina

Born August 24, 1943

Died May 29, 1989

Prolific studio musician and founding
member of early ‘“San Francisco
Sound’ band Quicksilver Messenger
Service, John Cipollina was a former
child virtuoso, trained on the piano
since age two. Moving to classical
guitar in his teens, his allegiance
switched to rock’n’roll guitar at age 16
after hearing Mickey & Sylvia’s guitar-
oriented hit, ‘Love Is Strange’. Living
on a houseboat in coastal Sausalito,
California, Cipollina formed a pair of
local Top 40 covers groups in 1960,
Penetrator, and then, The Deacons.
The Deacons took a psychedelic turn
in 1964 when Cipollina hired a
popular local singer Dino Valenti.
Practising heavily with the then-
unnamed group, Valenti was jailed on
a drug charge before the group had
made its stage début. Influenced by a
pioneering San Francisco rock troupe
The Charlatans, the renamed
Quicksilver Messenger Service came to
define the new sub-genre of ‘““acid
rock”. Playing self-designed guitars,
Cipollina employed complex, rhythm-
heavy arrangements within a hard-rock
framework. Hitting the stage in late
1965, QMS was an immediate
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sensation, soon playing alongside
Jefferson Airplane, Big Brother & The
Holding Company, and an early
version of The Grateful Dead.
Rejecting offers from several major
labels, the anti-establishment QMS
was already making plenty of money
and feared losing artistic freedom.
Finally signing with Capitol Records,
QMS remained an outlaw group.
Although landing hit albums with
Quicksilver Messenger Service (1968)
and Happy Trails (1969), the group
managed little radio airplay. Cipollina
left QMS in 1970 during the sessions
for Fust For Love after a dispute with
the returning Dino Valenti. From this
album, the group would score its
biggest hit with ‘Fresh Air’. In all,
Cipollina played on five QMS albums
as well as on a mid-Seventies reunion.
Intending to produce an album for Jim
Murray, Cipollina instead turned the
sessions into his new band,
Copperhead. But after signing a
lucrative deal with Columbia Records
in 1973, the group disbanded after one
album. Cipollina later joined Terry &
The Pirates, Raven, and the Welsh
group Man who were heavily

influenced by QMS. Plagued with
health problems, Cipollina would

often perform in a wheelchair.
Cipollina’s brother, Mario, is the bass
player in Huey Lewis & the News.
CAUSE: Chronic Asthma. Diagnosed
with emphysema in 1988, Cipollina

was hospitalised for several months.

His condition was aggravated by his
heavy smoking and by his

performances in cigarette-smoke filled
venues. He often performed

wheelchair bound or on crutches. He ¢
died in San Francisco’s Marin General |
Hospital after being admitted for a
severe asthma attack.

Dee Clark

(DELECTAS CLARK, JR.)

Born November 7, 1938

Died December 7, 1990

Chicago pop and rhythm & blues




CLARK

tenor vocalist Delectas “Dee’ Clark
was born in Blytheville, Arkansas, but
moved to Chicago at age three.
Teaming at age 13 with Sammy
McGrier and Ronny Strong in 1951,
Clark joined a juba trio called The
Hambone Kids. Backed by The Red
Saunders Orchestra, The Hambone
Kids scored a novelty hit with
‘Hambone’, which was based on a
rhyming children’s game and consisted
of slapping out a rhythm on their
thighs, sides and mouths. The song
inspired a dance, and a new
‘““Hambone”’ beat later popularised as
the ““‘Bo Diddley beat”. While
attending Chicago’s Marshall High,
Clark joined a vocal group which
evolved into The Kool Gents, the
name taken from the nickname of local
deejay Herb Kent who aided the
group. Clark was the group’s chief
(uncredited) songwriter, and later on,
shared lead vocal duties. The Kool
Gents recorded for Vee-Jay Records,
and scored a minor hit as The
Delegates with a novelty number, “The
Convention’. Clark went solo in 1957,
scoring his first hit in 1958 with the
self-penned, ‘Nobody But You’. He
followed with ‘Just Keep It Up’
(1959), his first pop-crossover hit,
‘Hey Little Girl’ (1960), and a Doris
Troy composition, ‘How About That’
(1960). Returning to Vee-Jay, he
scored several hits including the gut
wrenching smash ‘Raindrops’ (1961).
Leaving Vee-Jay, Clark focused on
songwriting, co-writing the Dovells’
hit, ‘You Can’t Sit Down’ (1963). He
also recorded on Constellation
Records (where Gene Chandler was a
labelmate) scoring moderate R&B hits
with ‘Warm Summer Breezes’ (1964)
and “TCB’ (1965). With Constellation
closing in 1966, Clark would drift
from label to label. At the time of his
death, he was planning to record an
album with his brother.

CAUSE: He suffered a heart attack at a
Knights Inn motel in Smyrna,
Georgia. His death could not have

CLARK

come at a more tragic time since he
had successfully fought back from a
debilitating heart attack in July of
1987. Although warned not to perform
by his doctors, he did so anyway. A the
time of his death, he was on his way to
California to appear on the syndicated
television programme, Star Search.

Gene Clark

(HAROLD EUGENE CLARK)

Born November 17, 1944

Died May 24, 1991

Composer, singer and co-founder of
the pioneering Californian group, The
Byrds, Clark was born in Bonner
Springs, Kansas, and raised in Tipton,
Missouri. After playing in several local
groups, Clark was discovered by
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