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The iegendary artist Carl Barks 
created Scrooge McDuck and 
chronicled many of his most 
popular adventures. In addition 
to superb storytelling and 
wonderful entertainment, he 
left behind a character who 
was not only rich in his stories, 
but one for whom the stories 
themselves were rich. 

Taking up the mantle with 
THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF SCROOGE MCDUCK, 
modern master Don Rosa 
recounts Uncle Scrooge's past 
based firmly in the continuity 
of Barks' classic Uncle Scrooge 
stories. 

This exciting saga reveals 
exactly how Scrooge McDuck 
acquired his fortune an 
became the World's Richest 
Duck. The wonderful result 
of Rosa's effort is presented 
here in the first of a two 
volume collection featuring the 
begining six chapters of the 
celebrated twelve-part Eisner 
Award-winning story! 

BOOM KIDS! • LOS AN 
WWW.BOOM-KIC 



T-" 









VOLUME ONE • BY DON ROSA 
EISNER AWARD WINNER 



The Life and Times of Scrooge McDuck 

Art & Story • Don Rosa 

Lettering & Titles • Todd Klein 

Color • Susan Daigle-Leach 

BOOM KIDS! EDITION: 

Editor • Aaron Sparrow 

Designer • Erika Terriquez 

ROSS RICHIE 
chief executive officer 

ANDREW COSBY 
chief creative officer 

MARK WAID 
editor-in-chief 

adam fortier Special Thanks To: 
vice president, Jesse Post, Lauren Kressel, Elena Garbo, 
publishing J ’ 99 

David Gerstein and Don Rosa 
CHIP MOSHER 
marketing director 

MATT GAGNON 
managing editor 

First Edition: October 2009 
10987654321 

PRINTED IN KOREA 

Walt Disney’s The Life and Times of Scrooge McDuck by Don Rosa - published by BOOM KIDS!, a division of Boom 
Entertainment, Inc. All contents © 2009 Walt Disney Company, except commentary text material © Don Rosa. All rights 
reserved. BOOM KIDS! and the BOOM KIDS! logo are trademarks of Boom Entertainment, Inc., registered in various 
countries and categories. All rights reserved. 

Office of publication: 6310 San Vicente Blvd Ste 404, Los Angeles, CA 90048. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Foreword by Don Rosa .6 

Chapter I: The Last of the Clan McDuck (Uncle Scrooge 285, April 1994).9 

Commentary on Chapter I by Don Rosa.24 

Chapter 2: The Master of the Mississippi (Uncle Scrooge 286, June 1994).27 

Commentary on Chapter 2 by Don Rosa.55 

Art Feature: The World of The Life of Scrooge, Part I .57 

Chapter 3: The Buckaroo of the Badlands (Uncle Scrooge 287, August 1994).59 

Commentary on Chapter 3 by Don Rosa.74 

Chapter 4: Raider of the Copper Hill (Uncle Scrooge 288, October 1994).77 

Commentary on Chapter 4 by Don Rosa.92 

Chapter 5: The New Laird of Castle McDuck (Uncle Scrooge 289, December 1994).95 

Commentary on Chapter 5 by Don Rosa.110 

Chapter 6: The Terror of the Transvaal (Uncle Scrooge 290, February 1995 .113 

Commentary on Chapter 6 by Don Rosa.125 

Art Feature: The World of The Life of Scrooge, Part 2.127 

All publication dates refer to the first American printing; the original covers precede each chapter. 

Cover color • Susan Daigle-Leach (US 285, 291-296), Gary Leach (US 286-290) 



FOREWORD 
£C he Life and Times of Scrooge McDuck” 

JL is a series of twelve stories that I wrote 

and drew between, roughly, mid-1991 and the 

end of 1993. These stories appeared first in the 

Disney comics published by the vast, whiz- 

bang Egmont media company, which has the 

Disney comics publishing license over most of 

the planet. Their main comic audiences are in 

Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Iceland, Germany, 

Finland, Switzerland, Portugal, Brazil, and a 

few other small areas like all of the former 

Soviet-bloc countries (excluding Brutopia), as 

well as China (where I don’t know what they 

make of Scrooge). These same stories have 

more recently been reprinted to much acclaim 

in Italy, France, Greece, the United States, and 

other places (or so I’m told). 

But what prompted me to do the series? 

Jack Chalker, a science-fiction writer, once 

devised his own version of Scrooge’s life based 

on facts found in the first 70 Carl Barks issues 

of Uncle Scrooge comics. He published this in 

a pamphlet entitled An Informal Biography of 

Scrooge McDuck. I’d read that piece and 

thought it was a great bit of storytelling and 

a loving tribute to the Old Master’s characters. 

Yet I never intended to undertake such a 

project myself until mid-1991, when the 

Disney company in the United States decided 

they would get someone to do such a series. At 

that point, my publisher, Egmont, interceded 

and volunteered me for the project, in the 

belief that Scrooge would be better served if 

someone who loved the character constructed 

the series. 

The main reason I accepted the assignment 

was just for the fun of it — the fan-boy 

challenge of taking into account every “fact” 

concerning Scrooge McDuck’s early life that 

was ever revealed in one of Carl Barks’ classic 

stories, no matter how minute or obscurely 

buried the morsel of history might have been. 

If Scrooge made a comment about his youth in 

the third balloon of the fifth panel of the sev¬ 

enth page of the second story in some comic in 

1937 — as long as it was a story written by 

Barks — that fact is mentioned somewhere in 

this series. As different a sort of idea as this 

series is in the history of Disney comic books, 

it is not intended to change the Barks Duck 

Universe or to otherwise break tradition. On 

the contrary, it is intended to reaffirm all the 

elements of all the great Scrooge stories so 

many citizens of this planet grew up on, and 

to place Scrooge’s past life into a framework 

that can continue to be fleshed out in addition¬ 

al flashback episodes by myself or any other 

writers or artists. At the same time, this version 

of Scrooge’s life is not the “official” version — 

there’s no particular reason why I (or anyone 

else) should expect other Duck writers to 

adhere to my vision of Scrooge’s history. 

As carefully and authentically as I sought to 

construct it, it was never intended to be any¬ 

thing but my personal telling of the life of 

Scrooge McDuck. 

However, in order to make the series as 

“accurate” as possible, the first thing I did was 

list all those obscure “Barksian facts” about 

Scrooge which all we Duck fans have long been 

aware of. Next, I assembled these facts into a 



timeline, then broke that timeline down into 

12 logical segments, each dealing with one 

period of Scrooge’s life as already described by 

Mr. Barks. And since, as I said, Scrooge is no 

more my property than that of any other Duck 

fan, I sent copies of this chart to noted Duck 

fans around the world for their comments and 

help. The end result is the series of stories 

collected in this book. 

What you’ll also see in this book are my 

comments on each chapter. I had already 

written “Making of” texts for an earlier 

American edition of the series, but here we 

present revised — and in some cases, 

expanded — versions of those same texts. 

These pages will seek to tell interested Duck 

fans who have far too much spare time more 

than they would ever care to know about the 

writing and drawing of this series. I’ll describe 

how each episode was mapped out and 

planned, what “Barksian facts” of Scrooge 

McDuck’s life each chapter sought to cover, 

what historical facts were interwoven into 

each tale, years covered, people involved, prob¬ 

lems arising and various and sundry other top¬ 

ics of potential boredom. I’ll walk the tightrope 

of fascinating narration over the morass of 

near-lethal tedium and seldom keep a toe-hold. 

I’ll present pages which were deleted from my 

original scripts by the editor at Egmont so you 

can see that you never knew how well-off you 

actually were. I’ll show you alternate versions 

of covers you never dreamed existed. In short, 

this will all be a classic case-study in obsessive¬ 

ness. This is the Age of Information. Too Much 

Information — more than you ever wanted! 

Send all complaints to: 

— Don Rosa 

p.s. Some readers may not know the origin 

of the D.U.C.K. dedication that can be found 

hidden in most of the splash panels of my 

stories, or on the covers I draw. If you know 

what the initials stand for, the reason they are 

included will be obvious. They stand for 

“Dedicated to Unca Carl from Keno” (my full 

name is Keno Don Rosa). Just in case you can’t 

find them, I'll tell you where they’re hidden in 

the “D.U.C.K. Spoilers” included in each chap¬ 

ter’s comments. Don’t peek first, though — you 

wouldn’t want to skip the joy of discovery, 

would you? 
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He loves it so much because he workep so 
HARVTO&ARN IT/ HE LOVES IT SO MUCH 

BECAUSE HE WORKEP JUSTAS HARP TO KBFP ITl 

|E moWS EXACTLY WHERE HE (SOT EACH COIN HE 
SO CAREFULLY HOARVSl TOGETHER, THEY TELL 

THE GTORYOFH/SUFF.,. 

...BEGINNING WITH HIS NUMBER ONE PIME, 
THE FIRST COIN HE EVER EARNEP, WHICH 
HE HAS PLACET? UMNGLYON A VELVET PILLOW/ 

3 UTHOW T?!T? HE EARN THAT 
T7IME? HOW PIP HE GET TO 

BE SO RICH? WHAT IS THE 
STORY OF HIS LIFE? 
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"P\SMlPeMS,UV7--A6Pe$OlATeA f 
Olrr^m S\t ntZAl C-CXATtZ AC. Sjc!\ I eiKI D PIBCE O'REAL ESTATE AS YE'LL FINP 

tfNYlVHFRg IN SCOTLANPl" 

orve 
ip^o&P 

OF]®? 

CUM1 

" IT VMS H£R£ TH/AT THF MIGHTY 
CLAN MAPUCK CHOSE TO BUILP ITS 
ANCESTRA L HOME / BUT THAT 
<2A6TU£ HAS BEEN A8ANP0NBP 
SINCE THE 17+h CENTURY/" 

" NOW, 00l.I?£N EAGLES NEST IN ITS LOFTKTURRETS, 
LOOK IN' OUTOE'R A LOST REALM O'OCHRE GRASS 

ANP BRACKEN /" 
»TOVW 

"ANP PTARMIGAN ANP GROUSE H\PE HERE IN THE 
HEATHER O' THE CLAN CEMETERY/" 

AYE, 
POPPA 

.Ji-M.JIMlife»S* 

'TO A 9At? SIGHT, LAP, BUT IT'S TIME YE LEARNEP 
SOMETHING O' YOUR ANCESTORS/ AFTER ALL, TIS 

THE EYE O' YOUR TENTH BIRTHPAY/ 

UT. ARE 
YE LISTENIN', 

SCROOGE Y? 

10 



lTIS A LONGTRIP FROM GLASGOW 
JUST TO BEREMINPEPOFOUR- 

FORMER GLORY/ v 

WHY HAVE YE NEVER 
BROUGHT/VIS HgRg 
B£ft?R£, PPPPA? 

ANP GLORIOUS OPR ANCESTORS WERE 
THE ON LY CLAN TOUGH ENOUGH TO 

TAME PISMAL POWNSL 

(SUICWAhO.1 

O O ‘ 
Cb HOQ, 

—' >' I « Qv_ 

®iA(L3;,' £: 
, «<a3< fei 

S040W0A<3O.MNP 
NPIV WE CAN'T AFFORP 

TO MOVE BACK?/ 

NAYl AFTER MOVING TO 
GLASGOW, WE MCPUCKS 
STARTEP OVER IN THE 

SHIPPING TRAPE,„ 

,„ANP CAPTAIN SEAFOAM MCPUCKMAPE A 
NEW FORTUNE SAILING HIS "GOLPENGOOSE" 
ON THE TRAPE ROUTE TO THE WEST IN PIES/ 

/// 

“8UT IN 1763, ONE SWINPLE M^SUE TRICKEP SEAFOAM 
WITH A CONTRACTTO PELIVER SOME HORSERAPISH TO 
JAMA ICA-THEN SCUTTLEV THE 'GOOSE'/" 

"WHEN THE SHIP SANK, SEAFOAM FORFEITED THAT 
FPRTUNS TO MCSUE, ANP ESCAPBP WITH ONLY AN 

HEIRLOOM WATCH IN HIS POCKET ANP THE 
GOLPTEETH IN HIS MOUTH/" 
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"S\RQUACKLYMCPUCK WAS GIVEN A CHESTOF 
GOLD IN RETURN FOR DEFENDIN' KINGM^BETH 

DUR\N' THE CIVIL WAR OF 1067/ " 

*bvtouackiygotcapriepaway with PROTECTS 
IT, AND ACCIDENTALLYSEALED HIMSELF INTO A WALL 

WITH HIS TREASURE'" 

moo?6L 

"FOR CENTURIES, THE CLAN SEARCHED HIGH AND LOW 
FOR SIR OUACKLY'S GOLD, BUT THEY NEVER EVEN 

FOUNDS/KQUACKLY/" 

NAY, MY BOY, WE'RE A POOR CLAN NOW/ /V\Y FATHER 
WAS A LOWLY MINER, AND MY FACTORY PAY BARELY 

. SUPPORTS YOUR MOTHER AND TWO SISTERS AND 

<&»}\{ //, 

VTI5 THE WH/SKERV/LLESY 
THEY'VE GRAZED THEIR SHEEP 
ON OUR LANDSSINCE WEMVUCKS 

WERE OH A SEE? OUT/ ^ 

CANNAE YOU READ, 
YOU OLD COOT2 

12 



LET'S BE ON OUR WAY, GCROOGBY! 
AH THINK AH HEAR YOUR MAMA 

CALLIN'/ J 

PROM WAY BACK s 
IN GLASGOW*!' 

HAR HAR! THIS HOUNC? 
COSTUME WORKS JUST AS WELL 
AS IT £7/(7 200 YEARS AGOJ A 

S ANP WHY NOTH THE 
mvucks w\il never zeccxm 
FROM THAT HUMILIATION 1 

That night, 
BACK IN 

GLASGOW,,, 

UNCLE JAKE'S 
&/GHT, 

POPPA l 

NOW, SCROOGEY! WITH YOUR UNCLE POTHOLE 
MOVE? TO AMERICA, THAT LEAVES ONLY YOUR 
rw, r,.,K -_____ - >H 

CI/?UTIll( /O/ A U AACDI1/US / 

WHAT1 RE 
YOU M/AKIN' 

POPPA ? 

A SHOESHINE KIT FOR GCROOGEY'S 
BIRTH PAY/ MAYBE IT WILLTEACH THE 
LAP TO MAKE SOMETHING O' HIM' 

SELF/ 

g/xblt/ 

MAYBE HE'LL MAKE THE \ AYE! ANP WITH EQUIPMENT 
NAMEMWUCK RESPECTABLE ) LIKE THAT, HE'LL SOMEVAY 
AGA IN l HE'S OUR CLAN'S BECOME A MIUIONAtRBl 

LAGT HOP£J 

AUT TRUTH 0E 
P KNOWN, 

FERGUS' IPEA 
TO INSPIRE SCROOGE 
WASN'T WORTH 

A P/MB1 
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not yet, poppa / tm trying, buti'm 
AFRAIPJ'M JUST NO A BUSINESSMAN TYPE/ 

HIS FIRST COIN WILL 
INSPIRE HIM T06REAT- 

IT MIGHT INSPIRE HIM TO 
BEAN BURT WITH THAT 
PIME! you KNOW HOW t 

scroogby isj 

SHUSH, LASSIES 
HERE COMES BURT 
A NOWS ^ 

oimru 

SHINE, 
MISTER? 

14 



I'LL BET TH/5 PRIEPMUCK 15 FROM THE 
MORASS OF MOVREP WHERE A WHOLE NORMAN 
AmvoNCEVOGeBVVOWN ANVHAVIO 

CRAWL HOME 8ARB FOOT' /\ 

* s s 
*\W*Sr 

ONE-HALF 
Hour later.,. 

/VgesdI kVM] 
( FIN I SHEPy ) 

1H\G GHOUL? BE A 
LESSON' LIFE 15 F/LLEC? 
WITH JOBS/*NP 
THERE'LL ALWA/5 BE 
GHARPIF6 70 CHEAT 

ME l 

WELL, I'LL BETOMcEHER 
THAN THE TOW<SHIE5, ANP 

SHARPER THAN THE 
' 5HARPIE5 - A NP I'LL MAKE 

MY MONEY SQUARE! 
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fKOM THAT PAY ON, VOUNG SCROOGE WORREV WITH A 
FERVOR ANP PERSEVERANCE NOTSEEN IN A MCPUCK 

SINCE THEGlORYPAYSOF THE CLAN/ 

IN A FEW YEARS, SCROOGE HAP SAVEP ENOUGH TO 
BUY A HORSE ANP CART/ HE STARTUP GATHERING 

FIREWOOPTOSELLTOTHEWEALTHYCITYPWELLERS.n 

...BUTSOON PISCOVEREO THAT SELLING PEAT BLOCKS 
TO THE RICH WAG EVEN MORE PROFITABLE / 

POPPA WARNEPME TO STAY A WAY ^ 
FROM HERE, BUT I CANNAE RESIST 

SEEING CASTLE M^PUCK AGAIN ' 

YOUNG SCROOGE OFTEN TRAVELLEPAS FAR 
AERANNOCHMOORTOCUTPEAT/ WERE 

THE PEATBOGS RICHER THERE? OR WAS THERE 
ANOTHER REASON FOR THE JOURNEYS? 

16 



AS LONG AG I'M HERE, X MIGHT AG WELL 
7IPY UP THE £UW CEMETERY BEFORE X 

START FOR HOME ! 

THERE'S NO GRAGG 
TO MOW, BUTX MIGHT 
HAVE TO COMB THE 
SLIME ANP PIAST THE 

1 TELL YE, I VGA GOOp \ ^ 
BET THEMcpUCK TREASURE) 
< IS BURIEP HERE! / X P^KTJH,S / 

WHGKBRVILLEGl 

KFFsGTG 
il ew> ®?07 

WHAT CAN ONE M^PUCK PO AGAINST ALL 
THOSE WHISKERYILLES?/ X"X'P BETTER 

JUST LEAVE/ 

THEY-THEY'RE PEGECRAVNG THE CLAN 
CEMETERY LOOKING FOR SlRQUACKLY'S 

GOLPJ WHAVLLXPO?/ 

LOOK! A 
HIGHLANPER! 

THEY'VE CUT ME OFFJ X GHOULP HAVE 
USTENEI7 TO POPPA ANP KEPT CLEAR O' 
—>__ PIGMAL POWNG! 

GET THAT SCAMP! HE'S 
GTEALIN1 PEAT FROM THE 

MARSH! 

17 



ye'Lt be safe here, lappie// thanks/ if theyy 
THOSE BLACK&UARVS VARS ( CAUGHTME, THEY'P HA 

NAE COOM NEAR/ V THRAGHEPME PROPER/ 

THEN TIS HI <3H TIME YE HAP A 
<3RANPTOU(U INTO THE /MAIN 

HAU- mTHYEl 

&R EAT 
HONK' IT-IT 
MUST LOOK 
JUST AS IT PIP 
THE PAY MY 
ANCESTORS 

L0FT./ 

AYE/ N090PYCOMEG NBAfR 
THE PI ACE l ESPECIALLY NOT 
THOSE CRAVEN WHI6KERVILLEG/ 

18 



the m *ouckon 
THAT TAPESTRY PlVN'T 

vo bo well! J 

THATS SIR E I PER NAPUCK, WHO WAG FELLEP PURIN'A 
gaxon siese in 94e.' hi s serfs vesertev because He 
ONLY PA l V 30 COPPER Pieces PER HOUR- FOR THE 

LOT OF THEM' 

ANP THIS IG SIR SWAMPHOLE McpUCK, WHOSEALEV 
the castle vmeeoNS in 1220 when it becametoo 
£XP&N4SI\//Z TO DPERATG A PBnPGR niJN&(=SJ)J ' 

THIS WAG once A NOBLE HOUSE, IAVL MVUCKS 
GAIL-BV FORTH IN FEAR O' NO MAN BORN O' 

mil, AH WOULPNAE GAY 
THATJ BUT AH VO WATCH OMER 
THE PLACE, ANV BAGH A WHISKER- 

\/llie HEAP NOW ANV THEN.' 

po you 
UUB HERE 

MISTER? 

-*e> 

WHY'? T HOW COULVAH BE A MAPUCRV. YOU 
A RE YOU A ) KNOW THAT YOUR POPPA ANV YOUR 

M*PUCK? i UNCLES ARE THE LAST M^PUCK 
m-xrm M\EN -BESIPESYOUJ ^ 

19 



ANPWHATO'YE, LAP? 
VVIUU YOU RESTORE THE 

CIAN TO GLORY* 

AYE! 1'VEALREAPY 
BEGUN MY FORTUNE/ 
SEE? HERB'S MY 

#1 P/MBJ A 

GOOplAP- BUT YE Wl LLNAE GAIN MUCH 
GLORY HAULING PEAT ANP SHININ' SHOES' 
THERE'S STILL A WEE PRAM O' INSPIRATION 

MISSING FROM YOUR HAGGIS! 

THAT COIN, LAP! IT'S NOT 
SCOTTISH! IS THAT THE , 
OMEN YOU'RE MISS IN' ? 

IT'S AN 
AMERICAN 

COIN,,, / 

1 COULP GOTO AMERICA,,,THE LANPOF 
OP?ORTUN\TY,,,TO SEEK MY FORTUNE! BUT- 

WHAT WOULP X P0 THERE ? 

AH WOULPNAE KNOW, LAP,,, 
BUT,,, MIGHT YOUR UNCLE 
POTHOLE NEEP A MATE ON 

s. HI G&H/ERBOAT? 

- 

YES! VLLPO IT! 
AMERICA, HERE 

X COME! 

WHAT HAVE 
YE IN MINC7, 

LAP? 

' BUT FIRST, THERE ARE 
SOME THIEVIN' WHISKERY HUES 
thatneepa sounpthrashing 

k FROM A MCPUCKJ J 

BORROW AWAY, 
LAP! IT'S YOUR 

PROPERTY/ 

X NEEPTO BORROW A SUIT OF 
ARMOR - SOME MORSE ARMOR 

AFTER ALL,YOU ARE 
THE LAST OF THE 
CLAN MCPPCK / 

LAST, BUT NOT 
LEAST/ NOT FROM 

NOWON/ 

20 
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<3\\J£M£A HANP WITH THIS 
BIAS, MATES' ITS STARTIN' 
“v V Gives __- 

moPAtts oesecmE 
WVUCK GRAVES }M SEARCH 
£p W eOLV?J// 

WHAT IS 
THAT..,?/ 

14MINVINCIBLE/# 

v/0m 

<$av! me GHOST 
O'StZQUACKlY/f 

run For , 
THE HIUS/ 

r^rtnr.iv ' • .. , \ V.:|pfov 
Vi Hi,' 

fiillllMil'*’ * ‘ 

«*XZ3fc^ 

THATgTttt 
NWVCK SPIRIT, 

Ldl?/ <300(7 
LUCKS/ 

mm 

Iwon iviy w/*y to America, 
/MISTER' BUT I'LL SB BACK 

BOMBVAYl 

21 



AH THINK THERE'S A NEW 
HOPB1THE NAME WPUCK 

WILL6HINEAGA/NJ 
WHAT P'YE 
THINK? 

WILL. SCROOGE 
POUS PROUP? 

HE WILLNAE PO WORSE THAN 
You, pie! ye Are yourself 
70 PEATH IN TH£ KING'S PANTRY' 

NAY' ifz Scrooge is to 
ACHIEVE GREATNESS, HE 
MUST WORK FOR IT' ONLY 
THEN WILL WE REGAIN 

OUR HONOR.US 

WHy PINNAE you 
SHOW HUH WHERE 
YOUR TREASURE 

WAS HIPPEN ? 

BUT REALLY,,, I PONNAE , 
THINK X LOOK AS FRIOHTENlN 
AS ALLTHAT GRAYEYARP 

fROtt THEN ON, SCROOGE BASEPHIS SHOESHINE 
TRAPE AT THE GLASGOW STOCKYARPS ( WHERE 

SHOESHINES WERE ALWAYS IN PEMANP).„ 

Opportunity soon knockep, anphe pouncepon 
A JOB OFFERING WORK AS A CABIN BOYON A 

CATTLESH!? HEAPEPFOR NEW ORLEANS 

22 



YE MIGHT NBEPMORE/ HERE ARE 
THEONIY VALUABLES THE CLAN OWNS 
-GREAT-GRANVFATHER'G G01V1EETH,,- 

,„ANV 
HIS SILVER 
ROCKET' 

WATCH! 

?IEAEE,MAL 
HOT IN FRONT 

OF THE 
CATTLE' 

TAKE CARE, 
SCROOGEY 

PEARS 

WHEN NEXT YOU 1 
GEEME, ROPPAf 1'LLBE 

A RICH MAN' A 

T. WONVER-WtLL I BE A > 
6HCCESG * OR IS THERE NOTHING 
\NA\T\NO FORME IN AMERICA* 
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The Making of 

"The Last of the Clan McDuck" 

As with other stories in this series, the 
final version is somewhat different 

from the first draft script. My origi¬ 
nal idea was to begin the story in 
400 A.D. with the siege of 
Hadrians Wall and show that 
it was a MacDuich (ancient 
Gaelic form of McDuck) that 
drove the Romans out and 
gave birth to Scotland. Then 
I continued to trace the 
McDucks through the cen¬ 
turies, further showing that a 
McDuck and his stinginess 
was present at all the great 
moments of Scot history. But 
my editor, Byron Erickson, said 
that this was not a story about the 
McDucks, but about one particular 
McDuck, and that I should stick to his 
life. He did allow me to at least make mention 
of the McDuck ancestors that Barks had 
described in order to realize my purpose of fea¬ 
turing every single “Barksian fact” that had ever 
appeared in a comic dealing with Scrooge’s life 
and ancestry. So, I eliminated the first seven 

pages of the script (all 
dealing with MacDuich/McDuck 

family history) and expanded 
the remainder to fill up the 

slack. We reproduce the 
first two pages of my 
original storyboard script 
here for your pleasure 
(or displeasure, however 
my work affects you). 

I believe it was also 
Byron who suggested that 
each episode open with a 

scrapbook page, which was 
another of his peachy ideas. 

I think that gives the stories a 
better feel of being stories of 

past events; untold tales of a great 
duck. I carry this idea through to 

chapter XI where the splash panel 
shows Matilda putting away the scrapbook 
since she has lost her faith in her big brother; 
then the splash panel of chapter XII shows no 
scrapbook elements at all, but simply shows 
what has replaced all else in Scrooge’s life at 
that point: MONEY. 

The HifreAy o* the ccah macphoh if THE 
Hisro*.y scTTutuo; ir * maodi/kh 

iff Tits SESE eu HmrtM'SjJSa 
Amp PRpva CUT THE R.omo«js iu ^oAf.b. 1 

THAT WAS OWI-Y PAePEA/ aMPortf/T, 
haokiaw rue wall iW !•»». 
If Wts A MAepuiCH uuHo Sold itiM ' 
THE 

THE«* IS LITTLE u/AlTTBM MlSTbAV Pe*. 

THE (MAKE. ACsES, luT LS4gW0 HAS 'T 

THAT IT uWS A HAAOW.H WHo HAD 
ntt Sc»TT/ffH Cewtersieu ou camples ( 

A AtAADWICH MS Aoissr T*£ FlAST EIHfr 
Of fC.TMMD IAJ 8 43/ flit* HE' 
-STOOD To PaoOlAiM 5loTlAmiD'S fclATH 
FHATHUI|TH| to imoluOE THE &IATH 'oF 

ALL EAATH WOATH of THE" Fi|?tH of fisATH.. 

...THE CLAM MoRMAEAS PEliPPO IT WAS 
SSfT m»T T» HAVE A KIM& WITH A 

LISP -* AMD cRowMCD KeMWCTH 

MALA lP|M IWSTCAD 

IM THOSE OATS SCoTlAmD was lUlHAfllTEfi 
ay fowa. feofi.es who eiDur set au>v<t 
at Ay. ; the plCTS, THE JAxoMf, THE 

AmOjlES, AMP THE SeeTS / /—*■ 

1 IM 899 ir “AS THE CLAM MACDVICH 
wHo HELPED VIK/Mfi IMVAPEAS 

t DEFEAT THE F7EA.CS P/C.TS 

THUS, THE MACPWIAHS AMD THE 
ScamoamaviamS have aee/u 

THt TAAoPjIOHS HfLffD PA'VE OUT 
THE SAxowS iaj 44^ TMoofeH SIR. 

EiPE*. ASAc-Pwich was psol£o i« 
BATTLE 

HiS SEAFf HAS Of seated him 
BECAUSE HE paid oll-V 

coAPea-F/eces pea. ihow* ; 

£3 ,e? 

kia>6 u: the yyjiSt.es 
♦ w lori iw IteiA t?F Sift. Stye 

A^ACPi/ICH m'* FAMSISP AS A spy 

r.. Because eve* twcaj ir u*as 
THAT ir<5 ^ HAOiUlCH 

who'D Am. TMe An/lots / 

IAJ RCTU&O PROTECT) •-* CAST^F 
/MA^-DVICH Pt*4.liV4 C/V/L U-AA. «»F 10 57 
kiaxs /MAcfcerrt Save s/ft aguAc-Kty macduiev 
A CM6CT FAtfM TNf SOTTISH lA^ACuMV} 

QjT <3J^AC*uX 60T 
Pfte»TtCT>NC> H'S A«-ci^aTTAca.y 

IN/ TO A U/A U_ I'TfJ 

Hi S TAEASU4.E 

U'He/'/ THC fjpkMbvS i \>vAt>eO «w6<1a4»jO uj 
Ia66t TKp AAA4V CmKiJAcreO 
Mu«A<»CH MAC-fVlC-H us He HEtO JH? \~9CJ\L 

PAT6WT ®M LOfJC* 0ou/S 

TN£ CA/<i^Stf M/£H*r HAvf off 
invasion r^ey had^t Tftg 

PftiN»r C>N» WoWtfCH S SuP • 
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The entire history of the Clan McDuck was outlined in the first draft of Rosa’s script for Chapter I, but was deleted from the final version. 



The first “Barksian fact” I use in this first 

chapter is the existence of Scrooge’s two sisters, 

Hortense and Matilda. This comes from a Duck 

Family Tree that Barks composed in the 1950s 

for his own reference. In a later chapter, you’ll 

see which sister turns out to be Donald’s 

mother. Most of the McDuck ancestors 

mentioned come from Barks’ “The Old Castle’s 

Secret,” a treasure trove of McDuck history, 

first appearing in Donald Duck Four Color 

#189. The Whiskerville clan and their hound 

come from “The Hound of the Whiskervilles” 

(what else?) in Uncle Scrooge #29. 

I regard any Scrooge tale not written by Barks 

to be apocryphal. However in Uncle Scrooge #50 

there was a story drawn by Tony Strobl which 

showed a young Scrooge earning his first dime 

by cleaning a ditchdigger’s boots. This seemed 

completely appropriate for a poor Glasgow lad, 

so I allowed a non-Barksian “fact” to direct me 

this once. There was another story in Uncle 

Scrooge #44 drawn but not written by Barks 

which also showed a scene of a young Scrooge 

shining shoes; I lifted only some of the art from 

that tale and disregarded the silly plot. 

In “The Invisible Intruder,” 

Barks revealed that 

Scrooge shined shoes 

as a boy. Rosa used the 

“fact” for his series but 

chose to disregard the 

sideburns and glasses 

when designing his version 

of young Scrooge. 

The fact that Scrooge collected and sold fire¬ 

wood to the rich city-dwellers was mentioned 

in Uncle Scrooge #21, “The King of the Golden 

River.” That story also told that Scrooge’s 

grandfather had been a miner, something I had 

written into the original version of the script. 

Scrooge’s Uncle Pothole comes from “The 

Great Steamboat Race” in Uncle Scrooge #11. 

Uncle Jake is mentioned in Donald Duck Four 

Color #367, “A Christmas for Shacktown.” 

With regard to the two McDuck family 

heirlooms, the golden dentures are from the 

untitled story in Uncle Scrooge Four Color #495 

(Uncle Scrooge #3). The heirloom watch is 

mentioned in the story of the same name in 

Uncle Scrooge #10. 

“The Magic Hourglass” (Donald Duck Four 

Color #291) is the story that implied that 

Scrooge came to America as a cabin boy on a 

cattle boat. However, I choose to ignore the 

existence of a magic hourglass as the basis for 

the McDuck fortune because, as we all know, 

Scrooge earned his money through his own 

hard work! That was a very early use of Scrooge, 

before Barks decided that Scrooge is the quin¬ 

tessential self-made-duck. There are actually 

very few Barksian “facts” that I was forced or 

chose to ignore during this series; Barks’ conti¬ 

nuity wasn’t self-conscious, but still hangs 

together quite well. I will be sure to point out 

the “false facts” that I’ve ignored as we come to 

them in these texts. 

This illustration was done for the European cover of “Last 
of the Clan McDuck.” For its American printing, the flames 

were removed from the suit of armor. Color by Egmont. 

Insane Details To Look For 
All of the coins in the nearest piles in the splash 

panel are drawn with templates, and lots of em! 

The grand hall of McDuck castle is copied from 

the grand hall of Camelot as drawn by Hal Foster 

in an early Prince Valiant page. 

If you look closely at Sir Swamphole’s armor 

(page 17, panel 4) you can see his skull peeking 

from the helmet, as discovered by a nephew in 

“The Old Castle’s Secret.” 

Whenever Matilda appears (throughout the 

series), watch how the daisy on her hat loses one 

petal per panel. When she first appears in this 

episode, her posy is already denuded; this is 

because that sequence is a continuation from 

another story where her flower had already lost its 

petals (see “Of Ducks and Dimes and Destinies,” 

Uncle Scrooge #297). 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, cover: If you can’t find the 

hidden dedication, you’ll see it written in lines in 

one of the photos in the scrapbook. 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, splash panel: The dedica¬ 

tion is written on a wad of bills sticking from the 

money pile. 
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ILLINOIS' 

)Lou<sviu£ 
Kentucky 

HEHPH/s 
y FORTH 
'CAROLINA 

Aimm c*Eor$ia. 

23U11 

®£i>i/e ^kS 
Tr=^r~\~ '7—i 

HiV\eR|^?/\ H/U?C4U£P TO/4 SCOTS L4P 
M NA/W6P SCROC*3£ McVUCK, ANP He 
Mi /4NSVVeR£P' TAKING A JOB AS A CABIN 
BOY OU A CAT TLE BOAT, He REACHEP THE 
STYLISH STREETS OF NEW ORLEANS,,, 

,,, ANP FROM THERE WORKEP 
HIS WAY LIP THE MISSISSIPPI ON A 
PACKET RIVER BOAT, VENTURING 
PEEP INTO THE WILPANP WOOLLY 
AMERICAN HEARTLANP IN SEARCH 
OF HIS LONG LOST UNCLE, 

AN&US M£PUCK. 

II IS UNCLE'S LAST 
ff KNOWN APPRESS 
WAS LOUISVILLE, 
KENTUCKY, WHERE 
SCROOGE POCKET?ON 
A GALA MAY EVENING 
JUST AS THE RIVER 
BOOMTOWN WAS 
CELEBRATING ITS 
CENTENNIAL ANP 
GAMBLERS FRO/VI 
AROUNP THE WORLP 
WERE IN TOWN EAGERLY 
AWAITINGTHE SIXTH 
ANNUAL KZNTUCW VERB/. 
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M
l/

 

(3 UUP/ 

TRY THE SALOON IN 1HBGAL1 HOUSE AT FIRST 
ANPMAlNt BUT POWTGET YOUR POCKET PICKEP 

IN THE CRONUS! 

LTflDW 
W£WL 
ENTRANCE^ 

SOT X BET EU ISON'S FIRSTUGHT 
BULB PIPN1T TASTE SO GREAT, 

EITHER' 

1 
1 

BLOW ITOUT 
YOWR8EAK, 

McPUCKl 

TELL US AGAIN, 
POTTY! HOWMUUUY 
l£ MISSISSIPPI 

WATER? ,- 

CPARUN, X WOULUN 
TRY PRINKIN' ANY U 

T 
LESS 

FIRST X RlNSSP IT WITH 
SOIAEOTHPR WATER 
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I'M TALKIN' 
ABOUT THE 
"PRENNAN 
WHYTE”! 

OKAY, THEN I'U BET SALVAGE RlGHTS 
TO A CERTAIN RIVERBOAT ANPTHE L OCA- 
k TION OF WHERE IT SANK Y ^ 

l/VHAT, YOURS* 
BAH! NO BBT! 

XSCUSEMB„, WHAT'S 
THE "PRENNAN „ 

WHYTE”? J 

POTTY! YOU KNOW THE 1 
VOCATION OF THE "VRENNAN 

WHYTE”?! a 

■L Jfi 

/ Ikil 

A VEGENPARY RWERBOAT THATSANK THIRT/ YEARS 
AGO WHILE CARRYING 4100,000 IN GOVERNMENT 
GOLP! X WAS THE CABIN BOY ANP SOLE 

I'LL ACCEPT THAT 
AS YOUR BET, 

N\cpi\cK! 

@#%*t MYACE 
EJECTOR MUST HAVE 

STUCK OPEN !! 

NOT SO FAST, HOGG! I HAVE 
A FULL HOUSE,TOO! THREE 
ACES AUP TWO ACES ! ^ 
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YOU SVLL WON THE RIVER- 
BOAT? BUT THAT<3AM £ 

VJAC m£!t-iS-HJ££!T/ 

HOT AT ALL, LAPPIE! WE 
WERE PLAYING BY "RIVER- 
BOATCAPTAIN" RULES! 

SO THAT SAWEP-OFF RIVER RAT KNOWS THE 
LOCATION OF THE "PRENNAN WHYTE", EH ? THAT INFO 
COULPSTILL BE WORTH A HUNPREPGRANP TO A 

SMART OPERATOR LIKE J 

I'M YOUR NEPHEW, 
SCROOGE McPUCKt 

UNCLE POTHOLE! 

YOU BROUGHT ME 
LUCK, LAP! WHAT'S 

YOUR NAME ? 

jlr /w“tfY=-T-YTyTS, 'f3™T y i 
• [L $d? 

VrJ j 

f - 

<§ $ 
t 5 Jj 

I'VE COME TO AMERICA 
TO SEEK MY FORTUNE! 

FLIP MY TEXAS PECK! 
MY BROTHER FERGUS1 

BOY! 

HOW COME YOU NEVER. 
SALVAGES? THEGOLP FROM 
THE "PREMNAN WHYTE/' 

UNCLE POTHOLE T 

FOR 30 YEARS I'VE 
WISHEP I COULP 

PO THAT! 
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YOU PON'T GAY/ MAYBE 
THAT'S THE ANSWER 
I'VE BEEN WAITIN' A 
. ft?R' dB 

I S/W 4 FELLOW IN 
TOWN WHO HAG PELLETS 

THAT CLARIFY WATER! 

I'll BUY GOME O'THATSTUFF ANPPUMP IT IN THE 
. MISSISSIPPIWHERE THE "WHYTE" SANK RIGHTOFF- 
\ GhORE FROM MONKEY'S EYEBROW, KENTUCKY/ ANP 
W..---» MAYBE T,,i -_— - — - 

I'LL LOAP YOU/Z P\CE WITH 
BUCKSHOT IF YOU PON'TGET 

OFF MY BOAT/ 

I'M going, YOU 
FWZZy-£HINN£C? 

CRAWPAP! 

/i /y //Sj/l 

r SO, THE WRECK IS AT MONKEY'S EYEBROW! 
ANC7 THERE'S A NEW-R4N<$LEC7 WAY TO GEE 

, THE RIVER BOTTOM! VALUABLE KNOWLEDGE! 

HM -//THIS LOOKS PROMlGlNG! 
BUT N\YGUESS IS THIS (GUY 
MIGHT NOT BE OVERLY 

BRIGHT' 
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because in 
RETURN I'UGIVE 
YOU MY FASTEST 
RIVERBOAT— 
THE "RIVER. 

WITCH"' 

gHORTty,,// WHYGHOIA191 HEIR 
warn- you souble-cross 

W THIS M&PUCK GUY? I 
L NEVER. E VEN HEAR.EC? ■ OF'IM' 

TH/VT WOULP COME 
IN HANSY IN TH£ 
PIRATIN' BUSINESS, 

PAPPY' 

YEAH, BUT WE GOTTA LAY 
LOW' THEY GOT WANTES’ 
POSTERS UP FOR US FROM 

SOME RIVERBOATGAMBLER WANTES 
TO CUT CARPS FOR MY ENTIRE STOCK.' 
WHEN 1 REFUSES, HE HAS HIS THUGS 

STEAL EVERYTHING! 
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ANVME! 1 N EMER. 
NIAVE A CENT WITH MY 
CLARIFYING PILLS 

ANYWAY' 

OKAY, BOYS! 
I'll PAY YOU 
30 CENTS 
A PAYS 

HIRE ME, 
uncle 

pothole! 

(W?w— 

®#°M! THAT'S MFPUCK 
IN MYOIV BOAT' 1 KNEW 
ISHOUIVN'T HAVBLET 
YOUR SOYS STOP FOR. 

-_. BREAKFAST' _y 

GREAT SHARPIN' TURTLES!THERE 
GOBS FOGG NOW! WE'LL FAME TO 
v TRY TO SB AT HIM INTO THE CANAL 
\ AROUNPTHE FAUSOF THE M 

V-v_ OHIO! _ 

CANAL 

BUT SIUGGIN' 
CRACKPOTS WORKS UFA 
POWERFUL APPETITE! 

SO WHAPPAWE 
GONNA VO* 
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PILOT WOULDN'T BBA BAO 
JOB, BXOBPT THAT IT'S 

HONEST WORK' 

u/ii...,(///' ✓-> ji 

GREAT WORK, \ IT WAG EASY! B£lN<5 A RIV£R 1 3 BRRRL 6 
BLACKHBARTJ HOW OB' 

GRAVING* 

(Aoarww 
SI ZJBlb'M 5\UL 

r&Nmao a hi 
N<? 5,11 N3HWI 

#3H13€>0±nv 3W 53~MV II 
I WilsW I I T /1KIW 

7 vn zO> 
/ -.-r-73 i> O 

lisp V' 

§2$ 

OWR JOB 15 REMOVING RIVBR. GNPGG, 
/V07" FLIPPING RlVBRBOATg 
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LAP, START TAKING PE PTH REAPINGS 
LIKE 1SHOWEP YOU! WE N EEP TO 
STAY IN THE CENTER OF THE CHANNEL 

I NTH E PARK' 

THAT 
EVENING, 

YESSlR, 
UNCLE 

CAPTAIN! 

GET BACK TO WORK 
, YOULUNKHEAP/ 

WHERE?! I 
WANT HIS 

AUTOGRAPH! 
MAR K 
TWAIN. 

PILLY Dl 

YES, I SAW IT, LAP! THAT WAS 
A "GAWYPR"-- A RIVERBOAT'S 

WORST ENEMY! 

HOMINA - 
HO MIN A.., 

few 
VwWCf li 

IVHEN A FU?ATIN<E TREE GETS STUCK UPSIPE POWN 
IN THE RIVER8EP, THE CURRENT IVIUU BENP ITS BRANCHES 
POWN UNTIL THE TRUNK SUPPENLY SPRINGS BACK 

UP LIKE THAT! SCARY, EH? 

I'LL MARK ITS LOCATION ANP 
NOTIFY THE SNAG BOAT TO 

REMOVE IT! 

ANP LET ME KNOW 
\F YOU SEE LILY 

LANGTRY! I WANT 
HSR autograph, 

TOO/ 
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EARLY THE NEXT 
MORNING, SHORTLY 

AFTER THE "PILLy 
PPLLAR" ENTERS THE 
MI&HTY MISSISSIPPI 

RIVE/?,,, 

WE'RE IN LUCK, LAP' THER££ MONKEYS EYEBROW, 
ANP STILL NO SIGN OF THE "RIVER WITCH'7/ 

HO^E MUSTA 601HISSELF LOST! ^ 

RATCHET! COMETOPSIPEl 
X NEEPTPTALKTOyOU/ 

NO, HE WENT RkEHT PAST/ FULL £T£A/Vf AHEAP/ 
WE'LL RAM HIM INTO THE OPPOSITE BANK WHERE 

HE CAN'T PESTER US! 

/ RATCHET, WE'LL NEEPYPU 
TP WHIP UP ANOTHER BATCH 

OF THOSE CLEARITATIN' PILLS 
SO WE CAN FlNPTHE "PRENNAN 

WHYTE"! j 

&OOV MORNIN&, 
POTHOLE! ALL ASHORE 
THAT'S60\N& ASHORE! 

WHY, ONE TIME X SAW A FELLA 
(7IVe INTO THE MISSISSIPPI A NP 
BUST HIS HIP ON THE SURFACE! 

FOR PUMP I NO 
INTO THE 

YEP! THAT MISSISSIPPI IS SO 
MUPPY THAT FARMERS COMPLAIN 
IT'S TOO THtCK TO PRINK, BUT 

TOO THIN TO PLOW! 

S16H 

WHILE BACK ON THE 
"PILLY POLLAR' 

l v5 

mi- J-S< 

i!i®rn 
S—^T 
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WE'LL USE THE PIVING 
GEARGENERALLY USEP 

For rupper repairs/ 

W£ HAVE EVERYTHING WE 
NEEP-A BOAT. OWING 

GEAR, AN? THE LOCATION 
OF THE TREASURE l 

IN FACT, THERE'S ONLY OA/B 
THING WE HAVE THAT WE 

v 17a N'T NEEPJ. 

WHAT WOULW 
THAT BE, FRAY 

TELL? 

ALL \ f MY \NORPl THIS 
ZTY ) / WATER'S NOT SO 
oes1" f \ mvoY' i can see 
-—"—^—{THE SUNKEN RIVER- 
WHATEVER/\ BOAT FROM 
r~--—^ v H£RGI J 

MAYBE WE SHOULP CA LL 
OURSELVES 11 THE PIRTY 

POUBLE'CROSSING POOS 
Y _ _ ^—' 
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NOW I'VE LOST BOTH W BOATS 
Because of you, wpiack' vn\ 
RWNBPi Bur i'm eom(\ vo something 

I'VE WANTETP TO VO FOR TEN YBARS! 

HA, HA, HA/ 
WHAT'S THAT? 

VROP YOU POWN A 
PBBP WBLLJ 
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MEANWHILE, THERE l THAT'S THE WHOLE LOAP 
OFCLEARITATIN' PILLS! ANYTHING 

HAPPENIN' YET? 

LOOKIT, PAPPY! THE RIVER 
WATER IE GETTIN 'AG CLEAR 
AG A GIGGY'G CONSCIENCE! 

7mP IN FAST, GON, AFORE 
THE CURRENT MAKES IT 
ALL MU??/AGAIN! 

WOW! THERE'S THE SHIP¬ 
WRECK! 1 CAN SEE IT CLEAR 
AG A GHIP IN A BOTTLE! 

NO, WAIT,,, 

WHY, THAT'S THE OLP TOWN OF 
MONKEY'S EYEBROW! THE RIVERCHAN6EP 
COURSE OVER 20YEARSAGO ANI7 

HEY, YOU! 
WHAVS THE PEAL 
WITH THIS WNPER 
WATER TOWN? 

V. 

IF THIS IS WHERE THE 
TOWN \ASEPTO BE, WHERE 

WAG THE MIPPLE OF THE 
River**' 
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jyj^WWHjL-MBOWT 
SO FEET BELOW 

OL' MAH BRICKSOti'S 
farm,,, 

WHAT'S eO\H0 
oh, uncle 

POTHOie?/ 
wm 

sea THAT POOR* THIS IS NO 
WELL, IT'S THE SMOKESTACK 
OF A R/ VER.BOA T/// 

THERE Y'GO, 
LAVVYSVCKl THS 
PROOF IS IN THE 
PWVIN&l THIS WILL 

SB A SIGHT' 

YOU AIN'T JUST WHISTLIN' PIXIE.' 
LET'S OLIM8UP TO THE NEXTPECK- 

MAY8£ IT'S I7RIER.' 
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STANDSTILL SO'SlCAH 
BASH YA, YA TWeppy 
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' P>LES$ MUH SOUL! 1PONE AY-QUIRBP 
N\E A WALLER. ANV A FANCY GPU T- 
lbyelhouse' nowikincommence 

V TA RAISIN1 PK3GJ 

HERE'SThe SAFE, SOYS! JUST HELP 
MS PEELThlS PUCKOFF'N IT! 

M \NEM\NEM INEMINE/HINE/HlNE ! 

SOON,../ / AFTER PARK VIS'LL 
' PROP WPUCK ANP 

COMPANY OYERBOARP, 
A LOH& WITH A MStieNTO 

OF THEIR TRIP! 

'r£Sc$£&s%3 

AN ANCHOR?) 

ajsifljLK 

PAPPY! COME SEE! 
moor the safe 

OPEN! 
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I PREAMEP OF SETTIN<£ THfiT&OLP FOR 30 
YEARS! 7 Soblc AW IT WAS MINE FOR ONLY 

A BOUT F/VE MINUTES! 

VON'T WORRY, UNCLE POTHOLE! WE 
CAN ST ILL FINP THAT OTHER SUNKEN 

TREASURE YOUTOLPME ABOUT! 

WHEW' HE1 PRATHER 
PROWN HIS OWN KIN 
THAN GIVE UP HIS 

TREASURE' I 

I TELL YOU, 
THERE ISN'T 
ANOTHER | 
TREASURE/ ) 

BOY, 
he's haro, 

eh? . 
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5 PUFFPANT-7 £ 
YOU WIN! GET 
MB OFF HERE! 
X’LL TALK/ 

YOU'LL SEE THE LOCATION 
MARKEPON THE CHART~ 

NBAR POSSUN1 POINTY 

SURF ENOUGH/ 
MARKS THE SPOT 

AW, PAPPY/ YOU SAIP 
WE WUZ GONNA TIB 
THOSE Mc PUCKS TO 

THAT ANCHOR/ A 

ZGETCHALC'MERE, 
YOU TROUBLEMAKERS/ 

POES ONE 
RULE OUT THE 

other? 

CROSS YOUR 
FINGERS, UNCLE 

POTHOLE/ 

WE'LL PRAGTHE RIVER 
BOTTOM WITH THATOLP 
ANCHOR. TO FINP THE 
-—. TREASURE! 

*>£*v^V 

WHAT THE SNAFFLE- 
BANGIN', BAZZAFRATIIU1, 

HOPNOOPLIN1 tf, 

A 7RBB JUST 
GROWBV UP THROUGH 

OUR BOAT! 
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you veserue a share of it, Scrooge, but 
1 NEEV IT ALL TO REFLOAT THE "C7IUY VOLLAR"! 

TELLYOU mAT, THOUGH,,, 

SELLYOU THE COLLAR" 
J RETIRE IN A FEW YEARS' 

HERE'S PART OF YOUR PAY SO FAR,,, A [ YEAH, THAT'LL 
SILVER COLLARS WHAT SAY WE ALL SEAL \ BE GREAT' 

tuc wnu a zao^'oao n i a -z 

YOU KNOW, UNCLE POTHOLE ,„ SEEMS TO ME THE 
MEMORY OF THAT APVENTURE IS WORTH MORE THAN 
anythin&thisonepollar COULP EVER BUY' I 
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Like all mcpucks, pothole ms amah of his 
. WORE?/ AFTER TUTORING SCROOGE FOR TWO 

YEARS, HE SOOTHE "PILLY POLIAR" TO THE LAP 
AT A BARGAIN PRICE... 

/ THANKS' BUT ARE YOU SURE V 
\ YOU'RE A McpUCK'Z^J 

A FOR POTHOLE, HE REVREPTO NEW ORLEANS WHERE HE 
i ENPEPHIS PAYS WRITING PIME NOVELS OF HIS 

APVENTURES. 

-f iam?a£IzcL a£t 3y 

Akm^M/\fc%Uo 

jtMoic 

SCROOGE BECAME THE N EW MASTER OF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1 ALTHOUGH BUYINGTHE "POLLAR" TOOK ALMOST EVERY CENT 

HE'PEARNEPOUTHE RIVER' BUT BUSINESS WAS BAP, FOR THE 
RIVERBOATS COULP NO LONGER COMPETE WITHTHE RA\LROAPS„. 

TAREA BREAK, RATCHET' I'M PUTTING ASHORE l 
some nut is giving away free firewoop ' 
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THIS GOLV WILL MAKE UP FOR THAT 
OTHER LOAP YOU COST US TWO 

N AH, 1 SOT A SETTER WE A l STOKE THAT 
BOILER FULL WITH PINE KNOTS ANP PITCH' 

rVi@t 

NOW I'LL THE SAFETY VALVE ' 
EVERYBOPY'LL THINK THE SO LP WAS 
8LO WEP TO BITS WITH THIS BOATL 

HEY! X JUST 
FIXE? THATl 

BY THEN WE'LL BE SAFE IN OUR HIPEOWT, 
ANP THERE WON'T BE A CLUE LEFT TO 
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(zivefteofrr, rizbpboat, slovzn to 
Pbppivcsi onegou.ePi£ t?o&Mt 

TUB OTHBfZ SALVATION! 

ANY 
LUCK? 

NOS JU6T<5ETINAHP 
bOLP ONTO YOUR 
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Ne^Rgy. PAPPYW\ll &£GO 
PROUC?Of UG FOR. 

THIS uttla 30&I 

\Urr^ 

**T'" 
U 

\ 1 

NUH-WH/ 
L-6T/V1E 

SHOWyA! 

KNOWN' you &OYG, 
I POUBT THAT/ YOU 

INAG PRO&LY fOUlBRBP 
HER BL 

IT WEHT&LICKfZ 
VN SKUNK GRBAGB, 

7001J 
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you NITWITS! you WAG 
POllBPBO BY A WHOLE 

RIVERBOAT! 

I % LOWIN' MY PEA-P\cm• 
/VtINP' THAT'S THB "pILLY 

pOLLAR"J 

G\T PO\MN, PAPPY! you 
PON'T KNOW THE 
WORST OF IT! 

OH ? WHATCOULP SB 
WORSE THAN THIS?/ 

^iSl^ (f{y> 

-•Sjjll 
_] \* ^^KL, |""|| — 
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T VeF-ClARe! 1 BIN TA THRFF STATE FAIRS,TWO 
ROVBOS, AW A PICNIC, 0WTTHAT WAS THF PANOPFST 

I ALLUGPIP WANN/1 Move 
CLOSeR TA TOWN L 

yipei we wfnt agrounp 
RI&HT IN FRONTOF The 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE J 

he'G OOl NOTHIN'CN 
\ASl<SRASlhe&OlP 

ANP GITi 

YOU'LL HAFT A VO MORE THAN JUST 
SLOW A RlVeRBOATTO SPLINTERS 
AROUNP IV\e TOMAKe A ShOGT OF 

SCROOGE M^PUCK! 
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LOCK 'EM UP-' THOSE PIRATES 
MB &UILTVOF STEAUNGGOLP, 
0E/V10ll£HlNO A RIVERBOAT WITH- 
OUT A PER/MIT, ANP PRESSING UP 

IN WOMEN'S CLOTHING I 

YEAH! HAH,„HE(SSO 
BROKE, VIE BEAGLE 
BOYS WILL NEVER. HAVE 
TO BOTHER ROBBING 

H/M AGAIN! 

HORACE GREELEY &A\P, "GO WEST, YOUNG PUCK",,, 
OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT! MAYBE I'LL BECOME 

A ROOTIN'/ TOOTIN' COWBOY! 

wfr^n 
/ / / 

SO YOUNG SCROOGE TOOK A JOB AS A FIREMAN ON THE 
► WABASH CANNONBALL, HEAPING WEST,,, BUT THAT'S 

ANOTHER STORY/ 

TO BECONTINUE!?, 
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The Making of 

"The Master of the Mississippi" 

Chapter II was one of the three long 

chapters in the series, along with 

chapters VIII and XI. The other 

chapters were 15 pages, very 

short for adventure stories and 

for the amount of material I 

had to cover in each tale. I 

cant recall now why I was 

limited to this length, but I 

do recall asking to make 

chapters VIII & XI extra long 

due to the special quality of 

the stories. As to why chapter 

II was made long, this escapes 

my memory as well. I suspect 

that after chapter I was completed, 

someone realized this series was a 

pretty special idea for a Disney comic, 

and wanted to create a special 48-page 

issue to be published in select Egmont coun¬ 

tries. This created a problem that I still haven’t 

quite figured out in that several countries which 

don’t publish long stories such as Sweden and 

Finland never printed the first two chapters of 

the series and simply began with Chapter III. I 

suspect that those editors were fooled somehow 

by the manner in which the first two chapters 

were presented to them in a 43-page unit, and 

they never realized that it wasn’t imperative 

that the first two chapters be printed together, 

or that I would have broken Chapter II apart 

into three segments if they’d asked. So, in some 

countries this was a 10-part series with a very 

puzzling opening chapter. 

Scrooge’s days on the Mississippi River were 

referred to in three different stories by Barks, 

so I knew the Mississippi would be the back¬ 

ground for his first American adventure. “The 

Great Steamboat Race,” in Uncle Scrooge #11, 

told of Scrooge’s and Horseshoe Hogg’s mod¬ 

ern-day completion of a riverboat race begun 

in 1870 by their respective uncles, Pothole 

McDuck and Porker Hogg. My story opens 

10 years after that first ill-fated race as young 

Scrooge, fresh from Scotland, arrives in 

Louisville to find his father’s brother, 

Angus. (I decided “Pothole” didn’t 

sound very Scottish and was 

obviously a nickname for a 

riverboater, a pothole being 

a round depression dug in 

the riverbed mud by the 

water currents.) 

Why Louisville? Well, 

sure, that’s where I live, 

so why not? Besides, in 

1880 it would have been 

one of the main ports on 

the Mississippi River sys¬ 

tem. And the reason for that 

was all river traffic had always 

been forced to stop at Louisville 

due to the Falls of the Ohio which 

are located here (or I should say, 

Louisville is located at the Falls). Those water¬ 

falls, the only such feature in the Mississippi 

This cover illustration for the European edition of Chapter II 
is virtually identical with the American cover, except for Uncle 
Pothole’s pipe, which doesn’t appear here. Color by Egmont. 
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system, would add an authentic bit of danger to 

the story. Of course, the Falls are actually just 

a series of rapids, not a single drop as I show in 

the story. 
The other major source for this adventure 

was Barks’ own one-and-only full tale of 

Scrooge’s early life, the untitled story which 

appears in the 1957 special Uncle Scrooge Goes 

to Disneyland. That tale told of Scrooge’s old 

riverboat days on the Dilly Dollar with his first 

mate Ratchet Gearloose (Gyro’s grandfather). 

The villains in that adventure seemed to already 

be old enemies of Scrooge: Blackheart Beagle 

and his three brawling sons, who are apparently 

the grandfather and fathers of the current 

Beagle Boys. This means that our Beagle Boys 

are a group of brothers and cousins. As to 

which are brothers and which are cousins, 

you can easily tell by family resemblances (?). 

Anyway, my story tells how Scrooge met his 

Uncle Pothole, how they came by the Dilly 

Dollar and first mate Ratchet, and their first 

encounter with Blackheart and sons. 

That Uncle Scrooge Goes to Disneyland 

adventure dealt with Scrooge beating out 

Blackheart in getting the job of transporting a 

shipment of gold to New Orleans. My tale takes 

a two-year leap ahead at one point, landing in 

the time-river immediately after Barks’ story 

when Scrooge is on his way to New Orleans 

with that very gold bullion. 

The third Barks riverboat reference that I 

use is from “The Flail of the Mermaid Queen” 

in Uncle Scrooge #68, wherein Scrooge recalls 

having earned a certain silver dollar during 

a riverboat race in 1880. My story shows 

that moment. 

And this tale concludes with Scrooge going 

to work on the “Wabash Cannonball” railroad, 

a fact mentioned in Barks’ “The Cattle King,” 

in Uncle Scrooge #69. (Barks’ story has Scrooge 

say he was the “cannon on the Wabash 

Cannonball ... but I cant figure out what 

that’s supposed to mean. But it sounds good!) 

Though the Mhbash Cannonball” never 

teally existed and was merely the name of a 

popular tune of the early 20th century, I have 

otherwise made my usual effort to base the 

story on fact. The Galt House is where the 

action really was in 19th century Louisville, 

and the Legend of the Drennan Whyte was' 
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actually a popular tall tale of the time. And 

believe it or not, the town of Monkey’s 

Eyebrow, Kentucky, actually exists! I would 

never dare make up a name that silly! But I 

must confess I did relocate it just a few miles, 

as I needed for it to be on the Mississippi River 

rather than where it’s actually located around 

the bend on (or near) the Ohio River. 

Chapters I and II of “The Life of Scrooge” were first 

published in a special supplement in Scandinavia, and 
this drawing was used as the cover. D.U.C.K. spoiler: 

That pipe is a good hiding place! 

Insane Details To Look For 
The Dilly Dollar’s smokestacks are still dam¬ 

aged in the 1882 segment of this tale, as they 

were in the Barks story that I was using as a 

springboard. Ratchet makes a reference to just 

having repaired the boilers. 

I couldnt have Scrooge’s Uncle Pothole hire 

him for 30 cents an hour as Scrooge now pays his 

nephew, as 30 cents an hour in 1880 would have 

been a handsome salary! 

All the gag references that Pothole makes to 

how muddy the Mississippi is are swiped from 

Mark Twain books. 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, covers: The dedication 

is hidden in the pattern of Uncle Pothole’s corn¬ 
cob pipe. 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, splash panel: The dedi¬ 

cation is again hidden in the pattern on the 
corncob pipe. 



The World of The Life of Scrooge 
Every country that loves Disney ducks has its own edition — or editions — of “The Life and 

Times of Scrooge McDuck.” And each country’s Disney comics publisher has tried to make its 

version unique. Sometimes this has involved commissioning new artwork from Don Rosa himself. 

Other times, it has meant asking homegrown talent to create their own covers or vignettes based on 

Rosas stories. Let’s look at a few: 

Centerfold poster from French Picsou 396 (2005), art by 

Don Rosa (reflecting “The Last of the Clan McDuck,” 

though the story wasn’t in this specific comic). 

Cover to Dutch Donald Duck Extra I I/I993, 

art by Mau Heymans (illustrating “The Last 

of the Clan McDuck”). 

Cover to Donald Duck Extra 12/1993, 

art by Michel Nadorp (illustrating “The Master 

of the Mississippi”). This drawing inspired 

Don Rosa’s own covers for the story. 

Front cover drawing and back cover vignette from Italian 

Zio Paperone 71 (1995), art by Marco Rota 
(illustrating “The Master of the Mississippi”). 
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STAY OH 
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YOU'RE H/REP' . 

OH, MY STARS 1 WE 
NEVER BEEN OH HORSE 

BACK IN MY LIFE' 

YOU'RE HI REP, l API 
ANPTHE HORSE 16 YOURS1 
Z'M MURPO MacKENZIE,.i 
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YES! AND THEY STOLE 
VINDICATOR' 

X„,I THINK SOMEBODY 
COLDCOCKEVME, BOSS' 

tffr 

IT MUST'VE BEEN THOSE ' 
( MCI/IPBR LAPS' THEY WERE 

I V ACTING SUSPICIOUS 1 

VINDICATOR WAS 
m, responsibility/ 
TiUtV GET)i H IM'fjj* * 
z ' 'BACK!!/' 

IF I LOSE THAT ANIMAL/ TM 
RUINED! I'VE GAMBLED THE 
FUTURE OF MY RANCH ON HIM1 

LEAVE \T TO ME, 
BOSS' BUCK 
MADUCK RIDES 

AGAIN' 

ATTABOY' IF ANYONE CAN TRACK 
THEM IN THE DARK, IT'S YOU' YOU'RE 
MY BEST RIPER' I'M PE PEN O' j 
-V /MS ON YOU' 

TH ER&S ONE OF TH E TRAIL■ 
HANDS-MAYBE HE CAN 

HELP ME! ^ 

X DON'T RECALLTHESE 
LITTLESHRUBSTUMPS 
NEARCAMP! T'M 

AL READY LOST! 

X SAW SOME RIDERS 1 
HEADING EAST TOWARDS 
THE BADLANDS A 

WHILE AGO! 

THE BADLANDS? 5Gu/p/c 
THAT DOESN'T SOUND 
^ ^ GOOD' ^ 

THANKS! 
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T WAS TRACKING A GRIZZLY BEAR. 
THAT HAP KILLEPSOME STEERS ON 
MY RANCH, li THE MALTESE CROSS", 

JUST EAST OF HERB l J 

I'M TRAcme 
RUSTLERSJ 
WITHOUT NWACH 

LUCK' 

HOP ON'I'LL 
GIVE YOU A LIFT! 

NO,,, ACTUALLY, 
I ALREAPY AM 

RICH S 

YOU LOOK LIKE A CITY BOY1 
PIP YOU COME WEST TO (SET 

RICH, TOO* . 

THERE'S MORE 
EXCITEMENT 
IN A CATTLE 
ROUNP-UP THAN 
IN POLITICS — 
ANP IT'S FAR 
MORERESPEC- 
* TABLE' ^ 

BAH l WHO NEE PS 
EXCITEMENT 
WHEN YOU'VE 
ear money?/ 

being Born wealthy is no accomplish¬ 
ments THAT'S WHY I BECAME A COWBOY* TO 
FINE? THE LIFE IMISSEP BY NOT BEING BORN 

POOR LIKE YOU / 

HUH? 

TO MAKE YOURSELF RICH THROUGH THE 
GLORY OF HARP WORK, WITH THE BEAT OF A 
HARPY LIFE IN YOUR VEINS -- BYGOPFREY, 

s— THATiS AN ACCOMPLISHMENT' 
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MEANWHILE/ 
SCROOGE'S 

BOSS HAS BEEN 
tracking him 
since pawn.» 
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BUCK, YOU SAVED THE FUTURE OF MY MONTANA 
RANCH' VP LIKE YOU TO TAKE OVER AS IT'S 
manager.--all 10,000 square miles 

P o 

it -Muttons/". 

SURE, MR. MCKENZIE, BUTONLY 
FOR A FEW YEARS' SOMEPAY VM 

HEAPING WEST IN TO THE ROCKY MOUN 
TAINS TO SEEK MY PEST/NY/ 

MY FRIENP, 1 FEAR YOU'LL LEARN THAT GREAT MEN 
LEAP LONELY LIVES' REMEMBER, WEALTH IS 
MORE THAN A PILE OF CASH— IT'S THE GLORY OF 

THANKS, BUT WITH YOUR GIFT OF 
GAB, YOU SHOULPGO BACK INTO 

BULLY FOR 
YOU, SIRl 

POLITICS' ._ —MAYBE I { 

(TX—)) 
WILL' ) 

GIPPYAP, HORTENSE' 
WE'RE OFF TO 
GLOREEEEEl M 

BULLY FOR 
BOTH 
OF USl 
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TO BE CONTINUED... 
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The Making of 

The Buckaroo of the Badlands 
// 

I often use this episode as an example of 

what I put myself up against with this 

series. The subject is Scrooges life as a 
cowpuncher in the last days of the 

Old Frontier. I needed to begin 

the tale with Scrooge being a 
greenhorn, finding a reason to 

want to become a cowboy, 

learn to be a cowboy, have 
some adventure as a cowboy, 

then end with the suggestion 

that his cowboy days will not 

last long. I also had a list of 
“Barksian factoids” that needed 

to be mentioned in the course of 
the plot — for that matter, I also 

needed a plot that would span a 

year or so — and I had to put in the 
usual amount of gags and whatnot to 
make it all supposedly interesting. I always 

joke that a super-hero comic would take an 
entire maxi-series of 12 22-page issues to tell this 
one story, but I had to get it done, start to finish, 

in 15 pages! 
This chapter is based on comments Scrooge makes 

of his past life in the very first issue of Uncle Scrooge 

Four Color #386, where he tells of fighting in the 

“cattle wars of the old frontier” and punching cows in 

Montana in 1882, as well as having “gummed up the 

James Gang” in some early adventure. This story must 
take place in early 1882, as Jesse was in Boot Hill by 
spring of that year. 

I also tossed in a few of the McViper Clan, a family 

of western outlaws who gave Scrooge trouble in vari¬ 

ous Barks stories such as in Uncle Scrooge #56 and 69. 
Their sons pop up to harass Scrooge in Chapter XI. 

The Norwegian Donald Duck editor asked me to 
make some gag reference to Barks’ famous “square 
egg” story; that tale is incredibly famous to 

HovJ did You 
MAKG ALL THIS 
MONEY, UNCA 
SCR006B - 
IN THE 
BANKING 
BUSIN ESS: 

iHfl. 

BANKING 7 (SNORTl ^ 
1 MADE IT ON THE SEAS 

'AND IN THE. MINES, AND' 
IN THE CATTLE WARS 
OE THE OLD FRONTIER! 
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Rosa gleaned the facts he needed to construct his 
biography of Scrooge from these kinds of scenes in Barks 

stories. This panel is from "Only a Poor Old Man." 

Europeans; something like Americans regard 

the story of... uh... well, actually, Barks’ 
Ducks are so popular in Europe that 

there’s nothing in Auierican pop 

culture that’s comparable. But this 

reference is where I really goofed! 

In the original version of this 

story as printed throughout 

Europe, the old gent that 

Scrooge meets on the train was 

supposed to be Rhutt Betler, 

the “Professah from 

Bummin’ham” himself. That 

version went through numerous 

editors and translators and was 

published throughout Europe 

before one Swedish reader wrote 

me to point out that the Old Vicuna 

Hunter in “Lost in the Amdes” told of 

Prof. Betler “passing into the long sleep.” 

Oops! I realized that I remembered that bit, 

but ever since I first read the story as a kid, for some 

insane reason I’d always thought the hunter had been 

referring to a second visitor to Plain Awful, after Prof. 

Betler, though I can’t see why I ever assumed that. So, 

I reworded the American version to make the old gent 

on the train into whomever it was who bought the 

square eggs from the “padre in Cuzco” to whom the 

Hunter tells of selling the dead man’s square eggs. 

But what’s the point of having Scrooge meet him? 

Furthermore, it was later pointed out to me that 

whether this was the professah or not, nobody knew 

about the square chickens — the eggs were simply 

found on the ground in Plain Awful. Anyone might 

assume there must be square chickens laying square 

eggs in the square land, but the valley-people still 

weren’t “raising” them. Well, I just plain-awful 

screwed up — for neither the first nor last time. 

Hopefully, all the above concerns have been 

answered in the revised text in this edition. If not, 
well.... sob! 

As always, I try to mix plenty of actual history and 

locations into the story to give it the feel of authentic¬ 

ity. The cattle trails and Badlands are all right where 

they should be, and Scrooge’s boss, Murdo 

MacKenzie, was the actual cattle baron of Montana. 

As a matter of fact, after I finished this story I hap¬ 

pened to be watching the movie Silverado, and 

noticed that the Montana cattle baron in that film 

was named Murdo MacKendrick”; they changed his 

name, I suppose, because they made him a villain. 

Scrooge at this point in his life is still far from the 

Scrooge we know. He still lacks confidence and 

knowledge. But when my research told me of another 



famous American who was in the Montana-Dakota 

Territories at this same time, I knew it would be an 

absolute natural to have him become one of Scrooge’s 

mentors and teach him the true values in life! The 

dialogue you read in the story is quoted and para¬ 

phrased from T.R.’s books and speeches (he hated 

being called “Teddy,” thank you). Yes, perhaps he and 

Murdo didn’t actually have little black noses or three- 

fingered hands, but I never met the gentlemen, so I 

can’t say for sure. 

Anyone who doesn’t recognize a prize Angus bull 

named “Vindicator” doesn’t know their Jimmy 

Stewart westerns (The Rare Breed). 

This was one of the instances where my editor, 

Byron Erickson, rejected virtually an entire script, and 

this chapter is a complete rewrite. The original version 

had too many dopey gags about Scrooge writing 

home of his exploits in learning the ways of the Old 

West. I had Scrooge fooled by the McVipers into buy¬ 

ing buffalo, thinking they were some sorta Western- 

style hybrid cattle; I wanted to show that Scrooge was 

a greenhorn, but this made him look too stupid. And 

the way Scrooge finally scared off the McVipers was 

exactly the same as how he chased off the 

Whiskervilles just two chapters earlier! Byron was 

right, as usual, and though I wouldn’t say the rewrite 

was one of the better chapters in the series, it’s still a 

far cry better than the first version. There are a few 

pages from the original script reprinted here to show 

you with what you were nearly inflicted. 

Insane Details To Look For 
I’m not sure myself, but I think the address on the 

letter on page 62 is the only place in the series that I 

managed to show Scrooge’s parents’ names. And some 
readers thought that the return address in the splash- 

panel which says “Fonebone Hotel’’ was a reference to 

a character in Jeff Smith’s “Bone’’ strip, but I assume 

Jeff and I both got that name from the old Don Martin 

cartoons in Mad magazine. At least I did. 

Page 65 shows a scene of the Dakota Badlands. All of 

the landscape shown is authentic, though it would cer¬ 

tainly never occur in one spot, as 1 drew it. However, 

they colored it too drab in the original printing. I 

believe the rock and soil colors of the Badlands are 

rather striking. 

Also on that page I have a dinosaur skull that I origi¬ 

nally referred to as a “duck-billed dinosaur.’’ Of course, 

duck-billed dinosaurs did not have ferocious-looking 

teeth like that, so the reference has been changed for 

this edition. 

I frequendy hide li’l Mickey Mouse appearances or 

shapes in my stories, just to be mischievous. You’ll see 

one on page 70, panel 4, in the cactus. 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, cover: The dedication is in 

pebbles on the rock on which Scrooge is standing, but 

some of the printed issues are cropped so that the let¬ 

ters are nearly cut off. 
D.U.C.K. SPOILER, splash panel: This isn’t hard 

to find, though it’s sorta hidden by the dark coloring. 

It’s carved into the pistol grip. 
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Chapter III went through a major rewrite before Rosa 

settled on his final script. These rejected pages should 

give you a hint as to what the first version was like. 
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HILE STILL A MERE TEENAGER, SCROOGE 
"BUCK" MCPUCK gEC/WE ONE OF THE BEST 

OWPUNCHERS WORKING FOR MURPO 
M^KENZIE, THE CATTLE KING OF THE 

MONTANA TERRITORY. 

BUT THE “SEA OF ORASS" WHICH SPAWNEP 
THEC/ime BOOM WAS BeiN<3 PIV/PEP 

INTO HOMESTEAPS, ANP THE BRA OF THE 
CATTLE BARON \NAS FAOlNG FAST. 

GOSH, BOSS,,, THE RE'S 
MORE A' THET PANOEP 8AZ8EO 

WIRE EVER' DAYl 

AYE l IT'S TIME I GAVE WPANP 
MOVEO MY HERO BACK TO TEXAS! 

TO BETTER TELL BUCK WHEN HE OETS 
BACK! 1 SENT HIM TO CUT SOME ILLEGAL 
FENCE SO WE COULOMOVE THE HERO 

-v OUT! _ 
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HAR HAR' YOU WON'T 8E ABLE TA ©ROW 
ANYTHIN' ON TH£T ROCKY GROUNP KCB?TIN 

BUSTERS' 
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ANP NOW YOU SAY THAT 
All THE SILVER ANP &OLP 
IN THE WEST HAS ALRBAPY 

BEEN FOUHPL 

JUST BE £LAP YOU’RE 
HOTMARCUS 

PALY' 

1 CONVINCEPSOME BIO SHOTS TO BUY 
\HTO THE ANACONPA SILVER MINE WITH/ME, 
ANP WHAT PIP I FINP? COPPER' TONS 

OF COPPER l 
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ELECTRISICKYI THEY W)REV POWNTOWN BUTTE WITH IT 
ju$T LIKE TOM EPISON WIREP NEW YORK A FEW YEARS 

AGO' NOW WE HAME ELECTRIC LIGHT FOR THREE 
HOURS EVERY NIGHT' 

1 WONPER WHAT THIS 
ELECTRISICKY WIRE IS 
MAPS OF* PROBABLY 

SILVER ORGOLPJ 

WITH MY LUCK, IT'LL 

COPPER! THEY \ WHAT/HAKES Y MAYBE THEY HAVE SOME- 
NEEPSO MUCH, ) THIS ELEC- ( BOPYAROUNP BACK 
THE PRICE IS l TRISICKY? A RUBBING A BUNCH OF 
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I SENT MOST ALL MY PAY HOME TO 
SCOTLANP TO SUPPORT MY MA ANP PA 
ANP SISTERS' 1 maPTO RAISE 

SOME CASH - FAST' 

MAY SB ICAN HELP YOU OUTl HAVE YOU 
SOTAHYTH\W5 TO SELL -CHEAP* 

MAYBE ITS TIME TO SELL A FAMILY 
HEIRLOOM! WOT MY SILVER WATCH, 
BUT THE PARN TEETH ALWAYS BITE 

MB WHEN I'M RICPINO HORTENSEl 

NO, NOT THE 
HORSE I JUST 
THE TEETHJ 

LOOK, SLICK, I'M NOT 
INTERESTED UNLESS THE 
REST OF THE HORSE 
COMES ATTACHE?J 

IT SETS MESSY, 
. YOU KNOW// 
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So the young Scrooge became a prospector! the 
SAVE op SEAFOAM M£ PUCK'S GOLD TEETH GAVE HI/VI 

ENOUGH /MONEY TO SWAN ENTIRE OUTFIT OF TOOLS AND 
LUMBER AND ORE CARTS. 

SINCEA MINER OWNEP ANY LANP HE WORKEP ON FOR AS 
LONG AS HE LIVBPON THE SITE, SCROOGE BUILT A PORTABLE 

HOMESTEADER'S SHACK WHICH COULD BE MOVED FROM SPOT TO SPOT. 

ttE HAD HELP LEARNINGA80UT RWERBQATG 
TI AND CATTLE, BUT HE HAPTO LEARH 
PROSPECTING A LON6J HIS SKILL WAS AS 

BAP AS HIS LUCK. 

m THE ANACONDA 
HILL MINE THRIVE?.' IT 
BECAME THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST COPPER 
Ml HE, ANPWAS NICK¬ 
NAMED " THE RICHEST 

HILL ON EARTHl" 

THE /MONTHS PASSED, THE SEASONS CHANGER 
BUT SCROOGE Mc DUCK'S PREAM WOULD NOT 

BE BURNEPOR FROZEN FROM HIS HEART. 

ANACONDA HILL 
COPPER WORKS 

MO STRANGER TO HARP WORK, THE LAP KEPT MOVING ONI 
HE KNEW THAT UN PER THAT SCRUBBY LANP LAY ONE - 

IRP OF THE WORLD'S COPPER, ANP HE HOPED THAT ONE 
PAY HIS LABORS WOULD PAYOFF. 

Then, 
one 

DAY,,, 

'SCUSE ME, SONNYl IS THET THE 
ANACONDA HILL COPPER WORKS 
—^ UP THAR?     

-Of 

YESSIR, THAT'S HER l ITS FRUSTRATING THAT 

7HmfiCOP?B* UNPE=R THAT HILL ANP go LITTLE OUT HERE > 

JUST STICK TO IT, SON, AND 
SOMEDAY YOU'LL HIT PAYDIRT 

FATHER! STOP TALKING 
TO THAT GRUBBY WORK- 
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JOHNNY, I WAS 
ONCE A “ORUSSy 
wonmm" root 

PRIVER, TAKE 
US mo BUTTE I LET 

MY HUSBAUP STAY 
HERE AUPSLUM 

IF HE WISHES! 

MY SOU JOHN HAS A PROBLEM THAT A \ YOU USEP 
STOUT HORSEWHIP WOULP FIX,,, ) TO BE A 

I'M SCROOeE MCPUCK, 
AUPOUB PAY JIM &ONNA 
HIT THE MOTHER LOPE, 

TOOl 

X PON'TSEE HOW! JUPOIW BY THEM 
ORE STREAKS, YOU1 RE PI<S<5IN<3 IN THE 
WRONG PlRECTION! ANPYOU SWING 

THAT PICK LIKE A SCHOOLMARA/U 

I SUPPOSE 
YOU COULP VO 
BETTER, YOU 
OLP COOT?! 

FOR TWO CENTS J'P &IT POWU 
IN THET HOUE ANPSHOW YOU 

A THIN<5 OR.THREE/ 
WHIPPERSUAPPER! 
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SURE' PEOPLE EVERY- 
WHERE ARE GRANP1 KlNP 
ANOGENFROUSTOA FAULT' 

FRlENPUy FOLK6 
HEREABOUTS-' 

THAT ANO A NICKEL WILL GET ME 
A CUP O'-HEYi WHERE'RE WE 

GOING? 

HUSH UP 
ANP C'MONl 

fiWAV 

1 

So 
What? 

TvicnTiHN?rTtKKn 
CIRCUIT COUI 

USER 
Nooges 
CWtWl 

YOUR HONOR, WE NEEP A RUUNGi THIS 
MAN HAS A HOMESTEAPON LANP WHERE 
THE ANACONPA COPPER VEIN IS ONLY 

FIVE FEET PEEP1 

30 THE "LAW OF APEX" OF 1049 SAYS THAT WHO¬ 
EVER OWNS LANP WHERE AN ORE VEIN IS CLOSEST 

TOTHE SURFACE OWNS THE ENTIRE VEIN.' 

SCROOGE McPUCK OWNS THE 
\ • > ANACONPA COPPER MINE/// 
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1BBSB BLECTR\€ICKY W\RE£ PO MAKE 
LOISA UBW THIN<3£ POSSIBLE J 

YOUR KINP/ANP 
OeNeROUS FRIENPSARE 

ON THE MOVES 

WB'LL see ABOLfT 
ThATJ 

^5^ 
>i | _ / 1 ^ ^—r“rr—T— 
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C'MON, MEN! WE GOTTA ROUST 
McPUCKOUTTAThERE TO S 

VOIP HIS CLAIM! 

J GLUTS 
EFFECTIVE 
IMMEPIATELY! 

COME ANP GET ME, BOYS 1 I'M HOLEPUP IN 
THE MAIP& PANTRY, THIRP POOR PAST THE 
, BILL/ARP PARLOR/ _1 

WIPE YOUR 
FEET IN THE 

FOYERS ^ 
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WHICH POOR pip HE SAY? 
I THINK I FOUNtP THE 
-. BATHROOM L J 

inpoor pummel 
SAY/THIS /s ^ 

-v SWANK.' jm 

Meanwhile, howarp 
HAS PILEP THE 

TUPGE ANP HIS LAW 
BOOKS ONTO A WAGON. 

1 fOUNP IT' X 
-v FOUNP IT.' 

THE " LAW OF 
„ APEX"? ^ 

AT THATMOMENT, SEVERAL POZEN OF BUTTE'S 
i MEANEST MINERS, COWPOKES, TANNERS, 

WAPPIES, ANP VARIOUS ANP SUNPRY NE'ER-PO 
WELLS ARE LEARNING THEY'RE NO MATCH FOR 
THE LAST OF CLAN M^PUCK,,, 

,/ NOT WHEN 
HE'S MAC?' 

V —^ a ic ~£Wr r ' /'/ 

V t+xs _ Ay 
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4(pvuacsom pynamitb 
WILL GST HIM OFF HIS 
_ HOMBSTBACPJ .—^ 

T £TIU- HAVE owe HUT LBFTl A 
MAN'S OLiTHOUSB 16 HIS CAST/S. 

&e<SOH£t 

I'M THE ONLY(BUY LEFT&TANPIN&J I CLAIM THIS AS 
/My HOMBSTBAO, ANC? I CLAIM THIS COPPEP VEIN 
-- -- AS MY,,, __*S~ 

STAY AWAKE! THAT'S 
All the watbrj 

? SINCE he's The ONLY HOMeSTEAPBft 
STILL CONSCIOUS, I DECLARE 
SCROOGB MCPUCK TO BE THE 

i OWNER OF TH IS HOMeSTFAPJ 

* 

s 

\' ;;1 
y — | 
(£ __ - 

>M.Au vyyy 

l/ vV 

PN ,/X ^ 
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ANP BY THIS HERE "LAWOF 
APEX", 1 RULE THAT HE IS THE 
RIGHTFUL OWNER OF THE 
ANACONPA COPPER VEIN' 

HEY, WHAT ABOUT 
ME? I'M AWAKE 

TOO' 

TUT' l'M RICH ENOUGH' IT'LL 
PO MY SON JOHN SOME GOOP 
TO INHERIT A BIT LESS t-' 
« UNEARNED WEALTH' ) 

turnout 
IflUJlHlpW, 

CkiiH CH/ 

you WERE /AN 
ANACONPA OWNER? 
BUT you MAPETHIS 

POSS/BLE' 

1 THINK I'VE FINALLY GOT A 
TOEHOLPON MYPREAM, ANP 
I'M NOT LeTTIN<S GO'THANKS/ 
MR. PALY, BUT NO THANKS' 

GOOD BOYJ 
LET'SGO INTO 
TOWN ANC? FILE 
THE PROPER 

PAPERS' 

1 
,A\ K 

s 
<r jL 
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BUT IT LOOKS 
luce your f/wily 

weevs youi 
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ONE WEEK 
LATER 

SCROOGE 
6TANPSON THE 
PECK OF A 
STEAMSHIP 
LEAHING NEW 
YORK HARBOR, 
BOUNP FOR THE 
6REEN HILLS 
OF SCOTLANPJ 

BUT I'M NOT PONE YET7 THE WORLP'S FULL 
OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR A PUCK WHO C/AN 
THINK QUICKER ANP JUMP FASTER THAN THE 
NE)CT <3Uy~ ANP JW CAININO EXPERIENCE! 

THIS YOWN<S CO WNTRy IS A (3000 EXAMPLE /„ 
WHERE A POOR GLASGOW CAP CAN ALMOST 

/ YESSlR ~ THEY OUGHTA PUT UP A MONUMENT HERE 
l SOMEPLACE/ A STATUS TO WELCOME ALL THE 
\ PEOPLE SEEKINGA CHANCE TO SWCCEEP ON THEIR 

ANP THEy COWLPCALL 
IT THE "STATUE OF 
OPPORTUNITY'^ ,//OR 
“SOWARE PEALS"./ 

v //,OR,// "A PECENT 
t SHOT".' ...or 
K SOMETHING! ^ 

yESS/R — THAT'S 
SOMETHING VO 

LIKE TO SEEL 

-fQQOQQCiQQOQOQQOQOOQQ 

MWM 

TO BE CONTINUE!?... 
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The Making of 

"Raider of the Copper Hill" 

This chapter is based on two com¬ 

ments that Carl Barks buried in 

two of the earliest issues of Uncle 

Scrooge. In Four Color #386 

(Uncle Scrooge #1, “Only a Poor 

Old Man”), Scrooge says that 

he became a prospector in 

Montana subsequent to his 

career as a cowpoke. I even 

recreate (a euphemism for 

“copy”) two panels from that 

issues flashback. And in the 

untitled “horseradish story” in 

Four Color #493 (Uncle Scrooge 

#3) Scrooge almost loses his for¬ 

tune because he cant produce a 

family heirloom, his multi-great grand¬ 

father “Seafoam” McDuck’s gold 

dentures. And why not? Because he “sold the gold 

for enough money to buy a prospector’s outfit.” 

Here, that story is told. 

As with all these stories of Scrooge’s early years, I 

don’t begin writing until I’ve done extensive 

research into the history and geography of the set¬ 

ting. As my days of doing the Ducks go along, one 

thing that my research has proven to me is that the 

best possible ideas for plots came from actual his¬ 

tory! Some of these tales seem to be laying right in 

the history books waiting so pleadingly to be told 

that I often don’t feel like I should get much credit 

for it. So it was with this adventure. 

Sor ro poked around, 
A/VO I KNEW THAT UNDER. 
TEAT ^SCRUBBY (BRASS WAS rjwi 
ONE-TN/RO OE TUB WORLD'S 
KNOWN COPPER ' " ■ 

7'-T¥~t-^—:-31 

Roso “recreated” this panel from Barks' 
“Only a Poor Old Man” when telling the story 

of Scrooge’s days as a copper miner. 

I have woven my tale around the 

founding of the famous (real life) 

Anaconda Copper Mine, “the 

Richest Hill on Earth,” and its 

true-life owner John Daly. As I 

researched the stories of min¬ 

ing in the old days of the wild 

west, I stumbled onto the 

amazing account of how a 

rival of Daly’s had discovered 

and claimed a tiny vein of 

copper near the Anaconda 

and then laid claim to Daly’s 

holdings by right of an obscure 

1849 statute called the “Law of 

Apex” that said that whomever 

owns any part of a vein of ore nearest 

the surface therefore owns the entire vein, 

no matter where or how far or deep it 

runs. There’s my story! What high mellerdrammer! 

This was the perfect situation to place the young 

and callow Scrooge into, and then teach him that 

he won’t be able to retain success until he earns it 

wholly of his own hard work. And that won’t be 

for another 13 years yet. 

Another bit of the Barks Universe I’ve woven 

into this tale is John Rockerduck. Barks created 

this rival billionaire and used him in one single 

story— “Boat Buster” — in Walt Disney’s Comics 

and Stories #235. We Americans heard nothing 

more about John Rockerduck, but for reasons 

unknown, the Italian Disney comic writers latched 

onto Rockerduck and made him a major character 

in the Italian Duck Universe. In my story I try to 

show Rockerduck as being quite different from 

Scrooge (and Flintheart Glomgold, for that matter) 

in that he inherited all his wealth rather than 

worked for it, like Scrooge and Flinty. I also make 

John a few years younger than Scrooge so that I 

can further insult him by having his own father, 

Howard Rockerduck, be one of the long line of 

mentors from whom Scrooge gains advice in the 

course of my series. Why use “Howard” for the 

name of the wise old prospector who teaches the 

youngster all the angles? Ever see the movie 

Treasure of the Sierra Madre? 
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in 

Insane Details To Look For 

I had already created and used Howard 
Rockerduck in a previous tale, even though 
it had been shelved and was not printed until 
four years later. See “Of Ducks and Dimes 
and Destinies” (Uncle Scrooge #297), and 
you’ll see another special place Howard has in 
Scrooge’s life. 

I’m not supposed to mention years in the 
scripts, but readers can pinpoint the stories by 
the events, such as the building of the Statue 
of Liberty. But I did sneak a calendar with the 
date showing into page 76, panel 7. 

As to why I’m not supposed to mention in 
which year each story takes place — well, that 
goes back to the time-line of Scrooge’s life I 
came up with when I first planned this series. 
In order to make all the Barks “facts” fit with 
the historical references he included, I needed 
to have Scrooge born in 1867. Here’s that 
above-mentioned time-line and the years each 
chapter covers: 

Chapter I — 1867-1880 — Scrooge’s birth 
to his leaving for America 

Chapter II — 1880-1882 —Worker, then 
Skipper, on a Mississippi riverboat 

Chapter III — 1882-1883 — Cowpoke on 
the Texas-Montana trail 

Chapter IV — 1883-1885 — Copper 
prospector in Montana 

Chapter V — 1885 — Returns to Scotland 
to save McDuck castle 

Chapter VI — 1886-1889 — Gold prospec¬ 
tor in the Transvaal Gold Rush 

* • * 

Imm ,. H is; 
.■/'A.!' 

Another slightly different cover done for the European 

publication of “The Life of Scrooge” series. 

Color by Egmont. 

THE SUPER-ZOW GASOLINE 
I MAKE IN MV REFINERIES 
IS THE MOST POWERFUL 
GASOLINE IN THE WORLD, 
AND VOU KNOW IT, 

BAH! MV 
REFINERIES 
GIVE SUCH GAS 

AWAV FOR WEED 

Chapter VII — 1889-1896 — Gold 
prospector in the U.S.A. and Australia 

Chapter VIII — 1896-1897 — Sour-dough 
in the Yukon, and at last, PAYDIRT! 

Chapter IX — 1898-1902 — Canadian 
businessman, then returns to Scotland 

Chapter X — 1902 — Moves with his sis¬ 
ters to Duckburg, builds Money Bin 

Chapter XI — 1902-1930 — Builds a 
world-wide empire and becomes the World’s 
Richest Duck 

Chapter XII — 1947 — Skip ahead to a 
memorable Christmas Day... 

MOUSE SPOTTER GUIDE: You can find 
a kayoed Mickey in the carnage scene after 
the brawl. 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, cover: The dedication 
is in the lower part of the horse’s mane. 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, splash panel: Look in 
the light-bulb filament. John D. Rockerduck appeared in only one 

Barks story — "Boat Buster” in 1961. 
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VOW'T WORRy, MAl WE'LLSOOW 
BE INSIVE1HE CASTLE COURT- 

YARVL 

HURRY, SCROOeEYt YE KNOW WHAT 1H' 
LEOEWVS SAY ABOOT TH'PBMON HOUNP 

O' VISMAL POWNSIJ 

,\\ J 
J k / 

l \i 

AS WELL1 

1 HOPE POPPA AWV UNCLE AYEL AN' VORg WEE 
JAKE ARE STILL THERE HOLUINC J SISTER HORTENSE 
OFF THE WHISKERSLLESJ 
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"NOTICE: PUBLICSALE"PISMALPOWNS ANP ALL 
STRUCTURES THEREON TO BE SOLO 8YTHE CROIVN FOR 

NON PAYMENTOF TAXES i OFFICE OF THE COUNTY 

yipel IT'S THAT HALF-PINT 
TERROR AGAIN l 

YOU ANP THE REST O' YORE RUNT 
CLAN CAN GO JOOMP IN A PEAT 
l BOG! 

YE HEAR?MY Pop?At GIT 
OOT OR AH'Li. WHACK YE 
silly as loons • > 

RUN FOR YER LIFE! ROCK 
SALT AH CAN TAKE, BOOT 

NOT HER' 
if OO! NOW 

Ye've Vo on iti 

./ u 

C ^-ZL- 

A-: - 

■ 

> ' ' 

H r 

ad 

HELLO, HOmNSEl 
HOW ARE YOU? 

N' \ 1' i IPTTTT 
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AH'M SOO GLAV YE'RE V THAT'S A CINCH NOW, 
HOME, SCROOGEYS WE Mf DUCKS ) POPPAS 1 HAP A cream 
MOOST STICK TOGETHER IN J CHEESE SANPWICH IN 

THIS CRISIS' MY POCKETS 

AYE, FERGUS,,, 
/FI CAN CATCH 

HORTENSES 

JAKE, you TAKE TH' 
WOMEN BACK TO TOWNS 
THERE'LL BE “TROUBLE 

HERE, NO POOTJ 

■Ltuirn g$S 

CAUTIONS l 
PEATBOG I 
'PTf 

FROM WHOSE SWE O' THE SC AH PINNAE KNOW, BOOT AH 
CLAN POES HORTENSE GIT J HOPE SHE VOESNAE PASS IT 

HER TEMPER* ON TO HER B/AIRNi 

ur/>z^ 

THERE'S ONLY JAKE AMP ME LEFT NOW, LAPS WE FINALLY 
FELL SO FAR BEHINP IN THE PAYMENTS THAT WE'RE ABOUT 
TO LOSE THE LANPS ANP TO THE WHISKERVILLES , 

I'M AFRAIP1 WAS A WASHOUT IN THE 
RlVERBOAT, RAILROAP, ANP CATTLE BUSINESS, 
POPPA, BUT I CAME OUT OF PROSPECTING , 

WITH SOMETHINGS 

FROM WHATTMA SA\P, THIS BANK PRAFT WILL 
JUST PAY OFF OUR TAXES S I'LL BE FLAT 

BROKE AGAINS 

EXCEPT FOR MY FIRSTP/MES WW YE'VE SAVEP OUR 
>Siqh'~ MAYBE SOMEPAY IT WILL fell ANCESTRAL CASTLE, 
INSPIREMETOACCOMPLISH LAPS THAT'S SOOMTHIN' 

SOMETHING/ /TV' -.’A GRAND / GRAND i 
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Me, /VKPUCK, ANP THIS IS 
THE SHERIFF, COME V TOSS 
V BOOT ON VORE BAR.,, 

WHEREVER IT BE/ ,-- 

ARGUS 
WHISKER 

, VlLUEii 

FERGUS AI^PUCK, I, SHERIFF FENTON WH/SKERWUE, 
SERVE YOU NOTICE TO VACATE THE PREMISES./ PLEASE 

POINT TO YORE EAR SO THAT AH MIGHT TOSS YOU UPON ITi 

WE HAVE TILL TOMORROW T' PAY THE WES, 
ANPMySONSCROOGEXHASCOME HOME 

WITH THE MONEY./ 

THERE'S NO SUCH THING /AS GHOSTS, 
EITHER / BUT THE SIGHT OF ONE TURNEP 
YOUR HAIR WHITE /ASSNOW SIX YEARS 

5t-TV-_r-m AGOl , i ^ 

HOW,,, HOW 
po you KNOW 

OF THAT?/ 

THAT WAS YOU?J 
WHY, T—X OUGHT A 

THE PHONY GHOSTOFSIRQUACKLY WASMYPOING./ 
I LL NEVER FORGET HOW YOU COWARDLY WHISKER- 

VJLLES FLEPUKE HARES THROUGH THE HEA1HBRI 
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Y'CANNAE PCHHAT, Y'TWIT! 
DUELING IS ILLEGAL' A ND 
THAT WASNAE EVEN YORE 

WHAT ?! 'sSpufier'-1 
ACcemoM challenge! 

AS AH THOUGHT! M^VUCRS 
ARE LIARS AHO COWARPS 

AS WELL AS TIGHTWADS 1 

&L\ARS AND 
COWARDS INDEED'! 

_ =2=4 < V 

Wf r^"T l 

'*«&**■jkr 

. 
1 

1 nf 

DURlN' TH' FIGHT, YOU GIT THAT 
BANK DRAFTJ THEY'LL NEVER 
BE ABLE TGITA REPLACEMENT/' 
>r^ IN TIME1 

WHAT ARE YE OOP 
TA, ARGUS? 

Wrrrr?/'' 

IN THE CASTLE [ FASTEN ME IN TIGHT, POPPA, BUT DON'T WANDER 
ARMORY,,, / OFF! I'D HATE TO HAVE TO WALK BACK TO TOWN IN 

THIS SETUP AFTER X LICK THAT WHISKERVILLE ! 

DONNAE WORRY, 
LAD! AH WOULDNAE 
MISS THIS FOR 
ALLTH' SCONES 

IN GLASGOW! 

E=3=-- . 

20UNDSJ FOR THE FOORSTTIME SINCE THE 
PAYS a THE HOUND, AN ARMORED M^DUCK 
FIGHTS FOR CLAN HONOR ON CLAN SOIL L } 

\JER\IY, WHAT A NIGHT1 s-S 
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4J* 

My REFLEXES ARE HONEP FROM 
FIGHTING KBBLB0AT PIRATES ON 
THE MISSISSIPPI ANP RUSTLERS 

ON THE CHISHOLM TRAIL ' 

W/y '<7 

/ BUFFALO BILL HIMSBLF 
TAUGHT ME HOWTO KNIFE'FIGHT 

INJUN STYLE,,, 

m. 

I ^jM%\ 

1L 
7J 

'Wwv 

/ANP AFTER THE LAST MATCH 
1 HAP WITH SITTING BULL AT THE 
WILP WEST SHOW, HE STOPPECP 

yS/TT/N& FOR A MONTH' 

SniFF, 
,4/iifF 

3,snff 

WHAT AYR r 
VO\N', LAP? 

HE PINNAE COOM 
PAST HERE, SONi 

THE BLACKFEET 
INPIANS TAUGHT ME 
TO HUNT PRAIRIE . 

WEASELS BY V 
^ £C&NTI 

fTT 
. 

7 ■ 

L-4— 

A T/ji/S/ #P 

SO EITHER A RAT ( ,„OR IT'S CHOCK FULL 
CRAWLEP INTO THAT LAST 

"r 
1. 
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COME BACK HERE, you COWARP'I'M 
&ONNA POO-EAR VOUR POO EARS! 

T /iiUL t p 

3ft V-^.¥ 

NOW AH HAVE YOU! THE MCPUCKSARE HEREBY 
PRIVEN FROM PI6MAL POWNS ONCE AUPfOR ALU 

IVH-AT TH£~i /A BATTLE¬ 
MENT! WHERE PIP HE- 

BY1HE SAINTS! 
WHO-'? NAYl ; 

A£VS?/ 

HAHAHAL VICTORYl MCPUCK6 
TRIUMPHANT UNTIL THE*- 

MjM ^WWW'WWWuu 

101 



WH-WHAT HAPPEN EP? 
I-I'/H IN THEMOAT' 

WOW! HES 
BEEN BLOWN 
TO C\NPER$J 

THI5 ARMOR. \S 
WEkSHINO /ME POM 
LIKE AN /ANCHOR, 
BUTI~I£AN'T , 

UNRA^TEN IT/ 

^_ V- ; 

fj 01-3-ft 
^ - v= * -»7 *1 /- 

/AH'/VI THE ONE WHO HANPEP YOUR 
BWORP BACK TO YE! BOOT NEVER /WN£? 

THAT- W£ H\OOST HURRY ' 

HURRy-? \ 
WHERE 
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the tribunal of the \ oh, my stars anvgartersl ) ° £ 
MCPUCK£, OF COURSE! ) NOW I'VE <$ONE ANVPONE «r/ V±> 

VTC>TRY TO FIGURE THIS 
OUT/ 

f WHATS THE MEANING OF THIS, SIR QUACK LY? CAN'T 
V you see vie're oh ihe back nine? 

A A \ 
14-th HOLE, 

AH NEEP YOUR HELP' THIS WPS 
NOT PUE HERE FOR PEC APES! 
SOOMTH IN'S GONE BEASTLY WRONG J 

VERY WELL ' I'M /A HALLO, ANYONE OOP 
TRILLION STROKES POWN ANY THERE' SENT? TPOON THE 

WAYl WE'LL CHECK THE T BOOK OF McpUCK! 
BOOK' 

<d> 

■ 'N- 

IT'S BLOOPY HARP TO SWINO A 
PRIVER IN T HIS ARMOR, BUT LOCKER. 
RENTALS AT THECLOOBHOUSE ARE 
A SHILLING A CENTURY' 

HAH' HERE'S THE RUB' IT SAYS 
yOU INTERFERED WITH EARTHLY 

EVENTS, QUACKLY! 

JOOST 
A WEE 
BIT! 

HE SAID 
He HANDED 
MYSWORP 

BACK TO 
ME l 

IF HE HADNAE POOT THAT IRON SWORD BACK IN 
THE LAPS HANP, THE LIGHTNING WOULD'VE STRUCK 
THEOASTLE INSTEAD, DISTRACTING THEWHISKERVILLE! 
SCROOGE WOULD HAVE P/SARMEP HIM AND WON 

THE DUEL ANYWAY! 

103 



^ HE'S UNWORTHY' 
LOOK AT THE FOOLISH 

MISTAKES H E'S MAOE,,, 
LI KB LOSING H IS RIVERBOAT 

v IN A PIRATE AMBUSH J 

AN? THE LAP ALMOST SEIZE? THATCOPPER MINE 
THROUGH A LEGAL LOOPHOLEl HE'S A COMMON THIEF] 

NEEPI REMIN?YE, SEA FOAM FORFEITS? THOSE TEETH, 
BOOT NEVER GAVE THEM TO THE NEW OWNER L AN? WHO 
WAS IT SIR ROAST, WHOA7E HIMSELF HERE WHILE 

RAIPING WILLIAM THE LION'S PANTRY? 
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BOOT LOOKi THE EXPLOITS' THE QUESTS' TREASURE! 
FAME! WEALTH BEYONP MEASURE ! THE LAP WILL 

. SEOO/V1E THE WORLP'S SHEA TESTAPVEN TURER. / 

JI6<3ERSJ ITS/WS 
I'LL BECOME THE 
CHEAPEST, STINGIEST, 
MOST MISERLY, 
TURNIP- SQUEE2IN6EST. 
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WE CAN PUT HIAt BACK, BUT HE \ ANP THE 
STILL /MOOSTSAVE HIMSELF FROM J OVERPUE ROOK 
THE MOAT. IF HEPOBSNAE, jL FINE' OUCH ' 

HOW?HOW 
CAN HE BE 

GAVEP? 
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i told you i chasec? 
YOUR COWARDLY SON AWAY. 
M*PUCK/ AND YOU HAC7 
865 T 86 <SONe BY MORNIN'J / 

WHAT? OF COURSE IT'S A 
WET NIGHT O UTS\P£ ' 
PONNAE WORRY ABOUT 
TRIVIALITIES AS LONG AS IVH 
HAVE THAT BANK DRAFT 1 

N'NO, ARGUS--! PINNAE 
MEAN THAT KIMP OF 

*v "NIGHT"/ A 

Back inside the castle, 
THE WHISKBWILLES 

ARE PREPARING TO PBPART, 
LEAVING FERGUS TO SEARCH 
IN WAIN FOR HIS SON,,, 

• vL] /I 
1H ijf 

m 
- ^ .~-~n 'Fn' Htt- 

< 1IF7 Y 
v> (v- 

JLW. X" J JIL-/ 

■ s< V 
(Y ^ 1 

ir \ 

ms 
Nr1 1 el 

NOT UNTIL YOU 
HANDOVER MY 
BANK DRAFT/ 

WORRIED A BOOT YE I BOOT 
NOW THAT YOU1 RE SAFE, 
. WE'LL BE OFFL 

\vVS'-< 
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’ STEALTHS BANK? 
AH PONNAE KNOW, 
ARGUS —'THAT'S A 

BIG BANK.' 

LISTEN, FENTON ~ IF WE 
CANNAE STEAL THE BANK 
PR AFT, WHAT'S THE NEXT 

BEST THING? 

"UMlVV 

NOBOPyt SCROOGE IS THE LAST 
OF THE CLAN McpuCKl 

WHAT THE SAM HILL'S GOING 
ON HERE ? ^GulplS IF I PIPN'T 
KNOW BETTER, VP THINK THIS 

"■—v PLACE WAS,,, ^ 
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AS PAWN COMES 70 
PISMAL POWNS, 

THE NEW LAIRPOF 
CASTLE MepucK 
SURVEYS THE 
POMAlN OF HIS 
ANCESTORS. 

AH THOUGHTAH'P FINPYEOOP HERE, 
LAP! THE TAXES ARE ALL PA I POOP, WITH 

SOOM IN APVANCE! OUR LANP IS SAFE* 

w . ■ m 
1 ZT!\m J 

THEN I'LL BB LEAVING AGAIN, 
POP?A! SOMEHOW, I PEEL MORE 

SURE THAN EVER THAT I'M PESTINEP 
FOR GREATNESS! 1 WON'T FAIL 

FOREVER' 

OF COURSE NOT, LAP1 
YE'LL P\NP THE GOLp AT 
THE ENPO' THE RAINBOW 

THAT!S A THOUGHT, 
POPPA! eOLPL LIKE 
IN TH IS NEW PA WN ON 

niCMA i r)/->uuKi£ / 

IT'S AN OMEN' > SOOT PO Y' THINK YE'LL FlNCP 
I'LL BECOME AGOLPk ANY? SO FAR FATE HAS SPOILEP 
* PROSPECTOR! /C EVERY CHANCE YE'VE HAP FOR SOOCCESSl 

H U T—, j 
f 
L 

Sid 
r 
t E_ j 

lTT 

I'LL TRY ANP TRY AGAIN! I WON'T 
EVER GIVE UP! LOOK OUT ACROSS THE 

MOOR~ THERE'S ANOTHER OMEN l . 

■I'Orl/ss, 

ANPI'LL REMEMBER IT, 
POPPA! THERE'S ALWAYS 

ANOTHER RAINBOWJ 
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The Making of 

"The New Laird of Castle McDuck" 

This chapter was partly designed to 

solve one of the very few prob¬ 

lems I had with Carl Barks’ own 

“Scroogian facts” as revealed in 

the backgrounds of his many 

classic tales of the old tycoon. 

Namely, how could Scrooge 

have been born into a poor 

family (as told in “King of 

the Golden River” in Uncle 

Scrooge #22) and yet be the 

heir of a magnificent ances¬ 

tral castle (as shown in “The 

Old Castle’s Secret” in Donald 

Duck Four Color #189)? I laid 

the groundwork for addressing 

this paradox in my first chapter, and 

following my carefully constructed 

framework for the series, I knew I would deal 

with the matter in Chapter V. As the story shows, 

the McDucks were chased from the castle by the 

This is Rosa’s first version of the cover for Chapter V. 
The final version became much more dramatic 

with just a few changes. Color by Egmont. 

no 

Hound of the Whiskervilles. They 

retained ownership of the estate and 

the entire clan continued paying 

the taxes through the centuries, 

though they refused to sell and 

were too afraid to move back. 

But how did I know 

Scrooge was in Scotland in 

1885? By this quote from 

Barks’ “The Money Well” 

in Uncle Scrooge #21: “I paid 

only one dollar for these 

glasses in Scotland in 1885.” 

So, here we see Scrooge’s first 

use of his famous pince-nez 

specs, though he won’t use them 

constantly for another 17 years. 

As often happens to this old-movie 

buff, I had an idea for this chapter that would be 

similar to a movie I once saw. But it had been 20 

years or more since I’d seen this film which had 

been strangely absent from any local station or 

cable or satellite TV or videotape or laser disc, 

even though I’d long sought to add it to my col¬ 

lection. It was a classic 1946 British fantasy with 

David Niven titled A Matter of Life o r Death, 

also known in America as Stairway to Heaven. 

Now I was especially anxious to see the film, in 

case it might give me some ideas in how to 

handle the plot I’d already decided on. I contact¬ 

ed movie critic Roger Ebert on CompuServe and 

he told me that the rights to the film had been 

purchased decades earlier by someone wanting to 

remake it, however they never had and the movie 

was nonetheless locked away from mortal eyes for 

any foreseeable future. Drat! But I hopped into 

cyberspace and sent out pleas around the globe 

for anyone who might supply me with a copy of 

the movie. Sure enough, in no time I received a 

tape from Canada since only the American rights 

had been tied up. I don’t think the movie gave 

me any useful hints for my story, but I treasure 

the addition to my film library nonetheless! If not 

for Scrooge, I wouldn’t have gone searching for 

this lost classic! 



My texts for the earlier chapters tell 

where I gleaned such Barks characters as the 

Whiskervilles, Capt. “Seafoam” McDuck, and 

Sirs Quackly, Swamphole, Roast, and Eider 

McDuck. One other McDuck I used here, 

the fella with the plumed bonnet, is “Matey” 

McDuck from Barks’ “Back to Long Ago” 

in Uncle Scrooge #16. 

I don’t know about you, but I liked this 

chapter! I thought I always did a better job 

on the chapters that took place all on one day 

such as episodes V and IX, when I wasn’t over¬ 

burdened with covering too many facts and too 

many years in the limited space. 

This historic panel showing the first-ever glimpse of Castle 

McDuck is from Barks' “The Old Castle’s Secret.” 

Insane Details To Look For 

Check the signature on the cashier’s check 

in the splash panel. Also notice that’s an 1885 

style golf ball there (in case it looked odd). 

Notice all the Whiskervilles still have the 

white hair Scrooge gave them six years earlier. 

In the final panel I didn’t want to worry 

about how rainbows really worked since I 

wanted to “achieve an effect”; but now it 

looks too stupid, with the sun below the rain¬ 

bow rather than above it, and the rainbow’s 

ends not being equidistant from the viewer. 

Oh, well... there’s always another rainbow. 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, cover: Look at the 

branches of the distant windblown tree in the 

center of the cover. 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, splash panel: The 

dedication is in the putter head. Look at it at 

a sharp angle. But careful! Not too sharp or 

you’ll chip past the hole! 

Rosa’s “Letter from Home” brought Scrooge and his nephews back to castle McDuck for more adventures — and a 

family reunion of sorts. This is the splash page from its first American publication in US 342. Color by Susan Daigle-Leach. 
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tr 

GOlVl THAT'S WHAT YOUNG SCROOGE MWUCK HAG 
pecipep will pave his roapto riches/ but little 

POES THE SCOTS LAP KNOW THAT THE ROAP IS PESTINEP 
TO LEAP HlMTHROUGH MANYFAR-OFF LANPS ANP 
APVENTURES BEFORE HE'LL FINP HIS RAINBOW'S ENP. 

ONE PARTICULAR FORK ON THAT ROAP 
STRETCHES PEEP INTO AFRICA " INTO THE 

TRANSVAAL! GOLP HAP BEEN PISCOVEREPON 
VmWAlERSRANP RtPGE, SO SCROOOE HAS 
SAILEP TO CAPETOWN TO JOIN THE 

GOLPRUSH TO "THE RANP," 

r 

AHL THERE'S KIMBERLEY! I'M 
OYER HALFWAY TO THE RANP.' 

After long pays of 
i JOUNOINO/ALONOTHe 

RUGGEPTRAIL IN A / 
BULLOCK CART.,, / 

ANP THERE'S THE FAMOUS PIAMONPMINB. STILL 
A-BOOMING! IT'S THE BIGGESTMAN-MAPE HOLE0N 
EARTH, WITH HUNPREPS OF MINERS ON TINY CLAIMS 

PIGGING STRAIGHT POWNJ 

BAHL TOO MUCH HUBBUB' TOO MANY 
PEOPLEi I'LL FINP A HOLE THAT BIG FILLEP 

WITH GOLtP.,, ANP ALL M!N£' 
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YOU VlP&Rl TRYING \ NOl 1 JUST WANTEP A COLP ) 
D STEAL PIAMONPS J PRINK ANP1 THOUGHT THEY ( 
AGAIhl, EH? 
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1 tfrllsXWs, 11 

wMtr'W' 

Tipprrtf' 
flpp 

I'P BETTER UNTIE THE BE/AST 
NOW' BUT HOW'P YOU GET SO 
TANGlEV UP? TRYING TO 

LASSO 
HUMPH' 

BR,.,YESL THAT'S A 
WATER BUFFALO' IT'S 
TOUGH TO ROPB THEM 

WHEN THEY'RE ,,,UH,n 
SWIMMING UN PER WATER I 

U///Z 

IT'S F^R PROSPECTING 
IN THE JOHANNESBURG 
GOLPF/ELPSl SPENT EVERY 
PENN/I MAPON THIS 

HM„, IT SO HAPPENS THAT 
DAY APVISERS IN KI/MBER- 
iev suggested i Move 

Utf/, 

VBSSIR, SOMEDAY I'LL SB A RICH 
THE VNO PUCKS I MANS AFTER All, VUE LEARNED 
-- .. _ -WAy, HAT NIGHT; AS 

CAMPON THE 
AFRICAN 
FRONTIER,,! 

THE IBSSONS ALONG 

I'VE LEARNED TO BE AMBITIOUS,TO FIGHT 1 
ADVERSITY/ ANPTO REVEl IN HARD INORKl 

BUT MORE IMPORTANT, A RICH ’49ER 
TAUGHT ME PROSPECTtNGS 
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PERHARS I CAN 
REPAYYOUR KINPNESS 
BY TEACH \NG YOU A 

LESSON AS WELL-' 

you? YOU'RE NOOLPER 
THAN I' 8ESIPES, J 
ALWAYS LEARN FROM MY 

F THANKS' IT'S SO NICE TO 
F\NP A FRIBNP IN SUOH 

YOU TURNIN' I'LL ^ 
STAND WATCH FOR 

PROWLING LIONS'1 A REMOTE ANP FEARSOME 
WILPERNESSJ 

YESSIR, MR. MCPUCK" 1 PO HAVE A 
LESSON TO TEACH YOU ABOUT LIFE! TOO 
SAP YOU WON'T EVER BE ABLE TO m 

^ , THANK MEL 

AH, THAT WAS A GRAND 
SLEEP' IT WAS EASY TO RELAX 

KNOWING YOU WERE WA1CH' 
— IN GOUT FOR,n i 

SO, ASA NEW 
PAWN RISES 

OVER THE / 
VELP,„ 

HEYl HE'S GONGl l-l'M 
ALL ALONE, ABANPONEP IN 
THF MIDDLE OF AFRICAL 

THAT AFRIKANER-HE STOLE MY OART' HE 
STOLE MY GEAR! Yl PESl HE EVEN STOLE 
»-- THE CAMPFIRE' _ 

S\))\////ft; 

I SAVED HIS LIFE AND SHARED 
MY FOOD WITH HIM, AND 7HtS IS 
HOW HE REPAYS ME l WHAT Am A 
^ VIPER' ^ _ 
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WHEREVER 130, THERE ARE 
BLACKGUARDS WHO WANT TO 
STEAL THEIR FORTUNE RATHER 
THAN WORK 

FOR ITJ 

EVEN SO, THERE WAS NO MISTAKING THE INTENT OF CROOKS 
LIKE THE BEAGLE BOVS WITH THEIR CORNY MASKS' THEY 

WERE VILLAINS ANV PROUP OF ITJ 

CH^^————1———————— I. ■ ■■!!■■» ■ ———■ ■■ !■ I 

BUT FOR HI S SHEER TREACHERY, THAT AFRIKANER ) 
K\0 IS THf= \A/OR<T C/'r>tJUOQf=L T'l/P J=\/J=C? AAf~T> < 

He TAUGHT ME A LESSON, ALL RIGHTl 
SOMEHOWMANAGETOLIVE THROUGH 

ONE IN RETURN! NAMELY,,, 

PoV 
t f, 

' t-i'l 
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ONETIME IN MOMH6 I TWRN6P 10,000 
STAMPEPINO LON&HORNSJ COMPARE? TO 
v WA7; YOU'RE NOT SO MUCH.' - - 

0*5 

CM! 

ANP you'Re NO WORSE THAN a charging bison, 
SPIKE-NOSEi ITS JUST THAT YOUR HORNS ARE FRONT 

ANP RACK INSTEAP OF LEFT ANP RIGHTS 
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THAT VARMINT THAT'S SHAPED LIKE A 
TELEGRAPH POLE WILL COMB IN HANDY/ 

BAH/ 1 CAN'T GO RlPING AROUND ON ONE 
OF THEM STRIPEDY RUNT HORSES J J NEEO 

SOMETHING TO MATCH MY MOOD/ 
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,,'t//s/yss. 

YBBHAW/wck 
M*PUCK RtPB£A6AtNl 

FIRST MASTER OF THE MISSISSIPPI l 
THEN 8UCKAROOOFTHE BAPLANPS1 

NOW I'M THE TERROR OF TUB 
TRANSVAAL' 

GlPPY,API I’LL SHOW 
THE HOTTENTOTS HOW 

JOHANNESBURG! LOCATE? \N THE SEMFPESERT OF 
SJ THE TRANSVAAL FRONTIER, IT'£ INPlSTINGUISHABLE 
FROM SIMILAR TOWNS IN 7HE AMERICAN WEST' BUT 
THIS AFRICAN BOOMTOWN SOON EXPERIENCES 
SOMETHING NEVER SEEN ON THE WILPEST PAY 
AT THE O. K. CORRAL 

HAH l THERE'S N\V CART l FIRST OFF, X NEEP 
TO GET SOMETHING OUT OF MY BAGS J 

WHERE'S THE CHICKEN- 
HEART WHO LEFT THIS 

OART HERE? 

HE SAIL? HE WAS GOING 
TO THE PUB TO FIND A 
BUYER FOR THAT CART 

ANP GEAR' ^ 
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BLIMEY* SO AFTER YOU 
SAVED THE BLOKE'S LIFE, 
THE FILTHY BEGGAR TRIED 

TO STFA L YOUR. CA RT ? 

YESSIR! MINE IS AS THE 
Strength of ten because 

k MY HEART IS PURE i 

YOU'RE FULL OF PURE 
SOMETHING, ALL RIGHT! 

Ffi££ 
luncm 
today- 
'/i. PR leg 

T NO, IT'S YOUR WORST NIGH TMA R£, you FILL YOUR HANDJ VT^Af II 9 m/A9/ ff $%Zsn f%J~/ /UU1 fNU' 

OOOP, LOW-POWN, BACK-STABBING, P/RTY- 
PE*UN<3 SO-AND-SO! 

SCROOGE* I'M SO GLAD YOU'RE ALL RIGHT! X 
WASA8PUCTEO BY A BAND OF WARRIORS WITH 

m/a NASTY SPEARS* 1 SWEAR IT* 

I TOLO YOU X LEARN FROM EXPERIENCEi 
1 WON'T TRUST YOU TWICE' FROM NOW ON, 

X WON'T TRUST ANYBODY ONCE ' 

m 
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HH.i/ SOUTH Of1 TH£ 
LIMPOPO, ACTUALLY' 

WHATEVER! 1'M 
PRESSING CHARGES 

AGAIUST THIS t 
* 8USHWACKER' } 

ARE YOU THE LAW 
WBSTOF THE PECOS ‘ 
AROUNP THESE PARTS? 
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I'LL GET YOU FOR THf£, M^PUCKJ 
SOME PAY I'LL BE SOMEBODY, AND 
I'LL E/AT LITTLE NOBOPIBS LIKE YOU 

YOU'LL NEVER BB SOMEBODY, SONNY' NO 
MATTER HOW MUCH MONEY YOU MIGHT MAKE, 
IT WON'T MBAN SHUCKS UNLBSS YOU MAKE 
\tsquare- the way j plan toj 

But scroogb m^puck never mapb hi$ fortune 
IN THE AFRICAN GOLPFIBLPS, EVEN THOUGH HE 

TOILEP THERE FOR THREE LONG YEARS. 

THE TRANSVAAL ORB WAS TOO LOW-GRAPE FDR A 
LONE MINER TO EXPLOIT-TONS OF IT NEEOEO TO 

BE MINED ANP PROCBSSBPTO EXTRACT A SINGLEOUNCE 

LS A RESULT, ONLY RANPLORPS ALRBAPY WEALTHY FROM 
A THE KIMBERLEY PWMON17MINE COULD AFFORD THE 
WORKERS ANP EQUIPMENT NECESSARY TO MAKE A PROFIT 

MININ6 GOLD ON THE RAND. 

IN ALLY IT CAME TIME FOR YOUNG SCROOGE TO 
PACK UP ANP MOVE ON, TO AGAIN SET OUT ON 

A QUEST FOR THE BNP OF HIS RAINBOW. 

ilAiMUMt* H/rsssjHU/,, 

,,JHE BEAGLE BOYS 
OF THE MISSISSIPPI,,, 

,,ViE WH/SKERV/LLES 
OF SCOTLAND,,, 

., THE Mc VIPERS 
OF THE WILPWEST,, 

HE FELT HE WAS PESTINED TO BEAGREATMAH, ANP LIKE OTHER GREAT MEN, HE HAP 
ALRBAPY STARTED ACQUIRING H15 SHARE OF ENEMIES ON THE RATH TO THAT PEST IN Y.,, 

U//7 i 

**ZnT"& .Aqk, .J, ,\W/- 
i..ANP ONE FMETIOIlARiy 
NASTY AFRIKANER NAMEP 
FUNTHBAFTGL0M6OLPJ 
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The Making of 

"The Terror of the Transvaal" 

My original title for this chapter 

was “The Prey of the Transvaal 

Viper,” but Byron nixed that on the 

grounds that he thought my 

other titles seemed to be posi¬ 

tive references to Scrooge 

rather than a negative refer¬ 

ence to him as a victim. 

So I went with “Terror of 

the Transvaal.” 

In part V, I show young 

Scrooge finally deciding that 

the treasure at the end of his 

rainbow is to be gold, and he 

has launched his career as an 

Argonaut. My temptation was great 

to leap directly to Scrooges glory days 

in the Yukon Gold Rush, and how he 

finally hit pay dirt on White Agony Creek, 

as we all know from Barks’ “Back to the Klondike.” 

However, also buried in obscure comments in other 

tales, Barks stated that Scrooge was involved in 

numerous other gold rushes before the Yukon, 

so I had to patiently deal with those stories first. 

Besides, that helped show that Scrooge’s final suc¬ 

cess did not come easily or quickly; he had many 

years of hard knocks ahead of him. 

In “The Loony Lunar Gold Rush” in Uncle 

Scrooge #49, Scrooge brags that he “jounced to 

the African Rand in a bullock cart.” Therefore, 

this chapter deals with the young Scot’s years in 

the gold rush in the Transvaal, which would place 

it in 1886-1889. 

Now, I know we’ve seen various 

European Duck stories telling 

of how Scrooge and Flintheart 

Glomgold were partners in 

the Yukon, or that Glomgold 

lives in Duckburg and sits 

beside Scrooge at the 

“Millionaires’ Club”; but we 

Barks fans all know 

that in the Master’s stories, 

Scrooge’s “evil twin” lives in 

South Africa. And knowing 

that this chapter would be set 

in that region, how could I 

resist having Scrooge encounter 

“Flinty” in the days before either of 

them had a dollar (or rand) to their 

name? Yet notice that Scrooge never 

learns Flintheart’s name, since his African 

rival is unknown and unrecognized by him in their 

later “first” meeting in “The Second Richest Duck” 

in Uncle Scrooge #15. On the other hand, we have 

no indication that Flintheart doesn’t already know 

Scrooge in that tale; in fact, the cool manner in 

which Flintheart receives Scrooge could be inferred 

as a sign that Flintheart knew who he was, and 

knew he was on his way to Africa, having met him 

on the ship coming over. 

The only other Barksian reference I could think 

of to stick in this chapter was in showing the 

“Kaffir de Gaffir” gold mine which Scrooge and 

Flintheart fight over in “So Far and No Safari” in 

Uncle Scrooge #61. 

The gold rush 
IS STALLED 
BY LACK OR 

TRANSPORTA T/OA/Z 

I RAN TO TME YUKON 
1 GOLD FIELDS AFOOTJ 

I JOUNCED TO THE 
AFRICAN RAND IN 
A BULLOCK CARTi 

Even off-hand references to Scrooge’s past were 

incorporated into Rosa’s Scrooge biography. This one is 

from Barks’ “The Loony Lunar Gold Rush.” 

The original Glomgold story (“The Second 

Richest Duck”) has long been one of my very 

favorite Scrooge adventures, even though it’s not as 

good a tale as many others. But if you love the 

Scrooge character, then what could be more excit¬ 

ing than the story in which he meets his “evil 

twin”? I see Flintheart as a match for Scrooge (his 

youthful inspiration) in every way: they both start¬ 

ed from nothing and made their fortunes by “being 

sharper than the sharpies and smarter than the 

smarties,” but the difference is that Flintheart didn’t 

“make it square.” He’s dishonest and perhaps 

downright murderous (as opposed to the Beagle 

Boys, who are more good-natured baddies). 
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Insane Details To Look For 

Does anyone want to tell me that water buffalo don’t 

come from Africa? Yes, but I found they were imported 

from Asia to work the mines in the Transvaal. 

I know that for Disney-style animals, mine are pretty 

lousy. But then, I try for a more realistic look anyway. 

For the critters in this story, I didn’t look to Ward 

Kimball for reference, but to Burne Hogarth. 
You can see Scrooge getting his shootin’ irons out of 

his old trunk that appears throughout the series. I plan 

to use that trunk again in future stories, perhaps to 

introduce new stories set in Scrooge’s past. 

The movie buff in me speaks out again in the first 

panel of page 119 where I have a disembodied voice¬ 
over singing the theme from High Noon as Scrooge 

stalks down the street. The satire “Hah, Noon” back in 

the old MAD comic was in my head as I drew this. 

“Fill your hand!” says Scrooge to Flintheart. 
Recognize that? John Wayne in True Grit. Speaking of 

movie references, I believe that’s John Qualen in the 

role of the barfly on that same page. 

But maybe I’m more realistic (or obsessive?) than 

those western-movie makers? Count the shots as 

Scrooge empties his two six-shooters at Flintheart. 

Then he actually has to stop to reload. What a con¬ 

cept for a western story! 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, cover: Look in the left 

horn of the critter in the lower right. Also, if you 

look just below the right horn, though it’s almost 

cropped off, you’ll see a mouse-sized Mickey in the 

crowd of varmints. (There’s also a puzzled looking 

dinosaur in there if you search.) 

D.U.C.K. SPOILER, splash panel: It’s written 

on the bedroll on top of Scrooge’s cart in the 

top photo. 

An unused cover Rosa drew for a German album reprinting Chapter VI. 

D.U.C.K. spoiler: He forgot to put a dedication on the cover showing Scrooge riding a giraffe. Color by Egmont. 
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The World of The Life of Scrooge 
Dutch publisher Gei'llustreerde Pers (formerly known as Oberon) printed “The Life and Times of 

Scrooge McDuck” out of order! It’s true: local editors received chapter three first and for various 

reasons, had no choice but to publish it before chapters one and two. Still, Holland had nothing on 

Sweden — where chapters one and two weren’t included in the initial run of the series at all. They 

finally made their Swedish debut in a 1997 collected edition. 

Cover to Donald Duck Extra 211994, 
art by Michel Nadorp (illustrating 

“Raider of the Copper Hill”). 

Front cover drawing and back cover vignette from 
Italian Zio Paperone 74 (1995), art by Marco Rota 

(illustrating “The New Laird of Castle McDuck”). 

Cover to Brazilian 40 Anos da Revista Tio Patinhas / 
(2003), art by Carlos Mota (illustrating “Terror of the 

Transvaal,” although some elements are derived from the 
Carl Barks oil painting “Always Another Rainbow”). 

Cover to Dutch Donald Duck Extra 7/1993, art by 
Mau Heymans (illustrating “The Buckaroo of the 

Badlands”: see page 55 to compare this issue's cover date 
with the Dutch cover dates for chapters one and two). 
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ABSOLUTELY 
NO ZOMBIES! 





Don Rosa is an American 
comic book writer and 
illustrator best known for 
his stories about Scrooge 
McDuck, Donald Duck and 
other Disney characters. 
He was born in Louisville, 
Kentucky. His most famous 
work is THE LIFE AND 
TIMES OF SCROOGE 
MCDUCK, which was out of 
print... until now! 

Rosa's body of work has 
won him a great deal of 
recognition in the industry, 
including nominations for the 
Comics' Buyer's Guide Award 
for Favorite Writer in 1997, 
1998, and 1999. 

In 1995 he was awarded 
the Eisner Award for "Best 
Serialized Story" for THE 
LIFE AND TIMES OF 
SCROOGE MCDUCK Rosa 
was also nominated for the 
2007 Harvey Awards in five 
categories (more than any 
other creator for that year) 
for Uncle Scrooge comics: 
Best Writer, Best Artist, Best 
Cartoonist, Best Cover Artist, 
and Special Award for Humor 
in Comics. 



OPT 1 
"[A] witty, tightly plotted story about a plucky young a**.* ..,mg 

from scratch and amassing a fortune while he loses his soul by 

degrees... Rosa crams every chapter of his serial with wordplay, 

historical nuggets, throwaway sight gags and references to his 

favorite old movies." 
— DOUGLAS WOLK 

WASHINGTON POST 

Winner of the coveted Eisner Award, Don Rosa’s THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF SCROOGE MCDUCK is an epic achievement in graphic storytelling. 

From his humble beginnings as a young shoeshine boy to the height of his 

financial achievements, the story of Scrooge McDuck is presented here in the 

first of a two volume collection, with commentary by Don Rosa, original cover 

galleries, and more. This deluxe hardcover collects the first six chapters of the 

celebrated twelve-part Eisner Award-winning series! 

lifetimesofscrOOdonr 

lifetimesofscrOOdonr 

lifetimesofscrOOdonr 


