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| began setting Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats to music late in 1977, partly because it is a book | remember 

with affection from my childhood and partly because | wanted to set existing verse to music. When | have written 

with lyricists in the past we have agreed together the dramatic structure, but for the most part the lyrics have been 

written to the music. So | was intrigued to see whether | could write a complete piece the other way round. 

Very luckily Old Possum contains verses that are extraordinarily musical; they have rhythms that are very much 

their own, like the ‘Rum Tum Tugger’ or ‘Old Deuteronomy’ and, although clearly they dictate to some degree the 

music that will accompany them, they are frequently of irregular and exciting metre and are very challenging to a 

composer. 

My first plans were for a concert anthology, and it was with this in mind that some of my settings were performed in 

the summer of 1980 at the Sydmonton Festival. Mrs Eliot fortunately came to the concert and brought with her 

various unpublished pieces of verse by her husband, including ‘Grizabella: the Glamour Cat.’ The musical and 

dramatic images that this created for me made me feel that there was very much more to the project than | had 

realized. In Trevor Nunn | found a collaborator with a taste for tackling theatrical problems that most people would 

consider insoluble. Together we worked out a dramatic structure for a full evening, helped by further unpublished 

Eliot material that Mrs Eliot kindly provided and by the many references to cats in the main body of his writing. The 

show, as its form emerged, gave me an exciting opportunity to compose dance music and | was fortunate to be 

guided through the unfamiliar world of choreography by someone as experienced as Gillian Lynne. 

| enjoyed working on Cats as much as on any show on which | have worked. My gratitude will be undying to 

Valerie Eliot without whose encouragement it could never have taken its present form. 

Cats opened at the New London Theatre on May 11th 1981. This folio contains most of the music from the 

London production as recorded on the Polydor double album. For reasons of space there are inevitably some 

omissions, principally the longer dance sections and the extended setting of ‘The Pekes and the Pollicles’. There 

are also some small alterations and cuts, notably in the Prologue ‘Jellicle Songs for Jellicle Cats’. 

T. S. Eliot wrote the Old Possum poems in a series of letters to his godchildren and it is almost certain that their 

parents were just as much the intended recipients of the poems as those children. | hope that the music of Cats 

achieves the sense of fun that abounds in Eliot’s verse. 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 

A Note on the Text 

Most of the poems comprising Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats (1939) have been set to music complete 

and in their originally published form; a few have been subject to a minor revision of tense or pronoun, and eight 

lines have been added to ‘The Song of the Jellicles’. However, some of our lyrics, notably ‘The Marching Song of 

the Pollicle Dogs’ and the story of ‘Grizabella’, were discovered among the unpublished writings of Eliot. The 

prologue is based on ideas and incorporates lines from another unpublished poem, entitled ‘Pollicle Dogs and 

Jellicle Cats’. ‘Memory’ includes lines from and is suggested by ‘Rhapsody on a Windy Night’, and other poems of 

the Prufrock period. All other words in the show are taken from the Collected Poems. 

TREVOR NUNN 
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Jellicle Songs for Jellicle Cats 
Music by Text by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER TREVOR NUNN and RICHARD STILGOE 
after T.S. ELIOT 
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Attacca ‘The Naming of Cats’ 
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The Naming of Cats 
: Text by Music by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT 

CHORUS (spoken in rhythm) 
Slow [¢:= 60] The 

-Nam-ing of Catsisa _ | dif - fi-cult mat-ter, It is - n't justone of your haat i-day games; You | 
* may think at first I’mas | mad as a hatter When I tell you a cat must have [three different names. First of 
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[ite you, a catneedsa | name that’s par-ticu-lar,A | name that’s pe-cu-liar, and | more dig-ni-fied, Else | 
“how can he keep up his tail per-pen-dicu-lar, Or | spread out his whis-kers, or | che-rish his pride? Of 
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Music Copyright © 1981 by The Really Useful Group Ltd. 
Text Copyright © 1939 by T.S. Eliot; this edition of the text © 1981 by Set Copyrights Ltd. 

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. 
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no-tice a cat in pro - | found me-di - ta- tion, The | rea- son,I tell you, is | al - ways the same: His 

of the of the | thought, mind is en-gaged in a | rapt con-tem-pla-tion Of the | thought, 
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thought of his pee His in -| eff-a-ble eff- a-ble 

- ef-fa -ble | Deep and in| scru-ta-ble | sin-gu-lar | name. | | 

The Invitation to the Jellicle Ball 

Jellicle Cats come out tonight, When Old Deuteronomy just before dawn, 
Jellicle Cats come one come all: Through a silence you feel you can cut with a knife, 
The Jellicle Moon is shining bright — Announces the cat who can now be reborn 
Jellicles come to the Jellicle Ball. And come back to a different Jellicle life. 

Jellicle Cats meet once a year For waiting up there is the Heaviside Layer, 
At the Jellicle Ball where we all rejoice, Full of wonders one Jellicle only will see, 
And the Jellicle leader will soon appear And Jellicles ask, because Jellicles dare: 
And make what is known as the Jellicle choice — Who will it be? Who will it be? 
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The Old Gumbie Cat 
Text by 

T.S. ELIOT 
Music by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 

Legato (a Glenn Miller flavour) [e = 104] 
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on whom now give three cheers, — us 
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The Rum Tum Tugger 
Music by Text by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT 

} = 120 
le ] CHORUS 

Rum Tum Tug - ger is a Cur-i- ous Cat: If you of-ferme  phea-sant I’d ra-ther have grouse. 

Rum Tum Tug - ger is_a_ ter- ri- ble bore: When you let me in, then I wantto be out; 

If you put me in a _ house I would muchpre-fer a flat, 

al- wayson the wrong side of e- ver-y door, 

put me in a flat then I’d_ ra-therhave a house. If you set me on a mouse _ then I 

soon as I’m at home, then I’d_ like to get a - bout. I like to lie in the 

eee ee ee ee ee ee oe 
Cfo. ae Saat rh —_ 

Music Copyright © 1980 by The Really Useful Group Ltd. 

Text Copyright © 1939 by T.S. Eliot; this edition of the text © 1980 by Set Copyrights Ltd. 

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. 
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“Bustopher Jones: the Cat about Town 

Text by 
Music by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT 

Dignified [ ¢ = 104] 
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Bus - to-pher Jones not skin and bones, In fact he’s re - mar ka-bly fat. 
cat we all greet_ as he walksdownthe street_ In his coat of fas - ti di-ous_ black:_ 

e  does-n’t haunt pubs,__ he has eight or nine clubs, __ For 
No  com-mon place mou- sers have such well-cut trou-sers__ Or 
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~Mungojerrie and Rumpelteazer 

Music by Text by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT 
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Old Deuteronomy 
Music by Text by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT 
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The Awetull Battle of the Pekes 

and the Pollicles 

OF THE AWEFULL BATTLE 

OF THE PEKES AND THE POLLICLES 

Together with some Account 

of the Participation 

of the Pugs and the Poms, and 

the Intervention of the Great Rumpuscat 

The Pekes and the Pollicles, everyone knows, 

Are proud and implacable passionate foes; 

It is always the same, wherever one goes. 

And the Pugs and the Poms, although most people say 

That they do not like fighting, yet once in a way, 

They will now and again join in to the fray 

And they 

Bark bark bark bark 

Bark bark BARK BARK 

Until you can hear them all over the Park. 

Now on the occasion of which I shall speak 

Almost nothing had happened for nearly a week 

(And that’s a long time for a Pol or a Peke). 

The big Police Dog was away from his beat — 

I don’t know the reason, but most people think 

He’( slipped into the Wellington Arms for a drink — 

And no one at all was about on the street 

When a Peke and a Pollicle happened to meet. 

They did not advance, or exactly retreat, 

But they glared at each other, and scraped their hind feet, 

And started to 

Bark bark bark bark 

Bark bark BARK BARK 

Until you could hear them all over the Park. 

Now the Peke, although people may say what they please, 

Is no British Dog, but a Heathen Chinese. 

And so all the Pekes, when they heard the uproar, 

Some came to the window, some came to the door; 

There were surely a dozen, more likely a score. 

And together they started to grumble and wheeze 

In their huffery-snuffery Heathen Chinese. 

But a terrible din is what Pollicles like, 

For your Pollicle Dog is a dour Yorkshire tyke. 

There are dogs out of every nation, 

The Irish, the Welsh and the Dane; 

The Russian, the Dutch, the Dalmatian, 

And even from China and Spain; 

The Poodle, the Pom, the Alsatian 

And the mastiff who walks on a chain. 

And to those that are frisky and frollical 

Let my meaning be perfectly plain: 

That my name it is Little Tom Pollicle — 

And you’d better not do it again. 

And his braw Scottish cousins are snappers and biters, 

And every dog-jack of them notable fighters; 

And so they stepped out, with their pipers in order, 

‘Playing When the Blue Bonnets Came Over the Border. 

Then the Pugs and the Poms held no longer aloof, 

But some from the balcony, some from the roof, 

Joined in 

To the din 

With a 

Bark bark bark bark 

Bark bark BARK BARK 

Until you could hear them all over the Park. 

Now when these bold heroes together assembled, 

The traffic all stopped, and the Underground trembled, 

And some of the neighbours were so much afraid 

That they started to ring up the Fire Brigade. 

When suddenly, up from a small basement flat, 

Why who should stalk out but the GREAT RUMPUSCAT. 

His eyes were like fireballs fearfully blazing, 

He gave a great yawn, and his jaws were amazing; 

And when he looked out through the bars of the area, 

You never saw anything fiercer or hairier. 

And what with the glare of his eyes and his yawning, 

The Pekes and the Pollicles quickly took warning. 

He looked at the sky and he gave a great leap — 

And they every last one of them scattered like sheep. 

And when the Police Dog returned to his beat, 

There wasn’t a single one left in the street. 

Text Copyright © 1939 by T.S. Eliot; this edition of the text © 1981 by Set Copyrights Ltd. 
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Text by 
T.S. ELIOT 

Music by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 

[¢-= 104] 
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Music by 
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Text by 

T.S. ELIOT 
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Was Gri - za - bel la, the Gla - mour Cat! 

The Moments of Happiness 

The moments of happiness . . . 

We had the experience but missed the meaning, 

And approach to the meaning restores the experience 

In a different form, beyond any meaning 

We can assign to happiness. . . 

... the past experience revived in the meaning 

Is not the experience of one life only 

But of many generations — not forgetting 

Something that is probably quite ineffable . . . 

(from T.S. Eliot ‘The Dry Salvages’ in Four Quartets) 
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Gus: the Theatre Cat 
Music by Text by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT 
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Macavity: the Mystery Cat 

Music by Text by 
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT 
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Music Copyright © 1981 by The Really Useful Group Ltd. 
Text Copyright © 1939 by T.S. Eliot; this edition of the text © 1981 by Set Copyrights Ltd. 

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. 
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ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 
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Music Copyright © 1981 by The Really Useful Group Ltd. 
Text Copyright © 1981 by Trevor Nunn/Set Copyrights Ltd. 

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. 
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Heaviside Layer 
Music by Text by 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT 

Grandly [ J = 104] 
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Music Copyright © 1981 by The Really Useful Group Ltd. 
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Albums from Faber Music 

PIANO 

Captain Corelli's Mandolin Richard Harris 

ISBN 0-571-52092-8 

Cats (easy piano selection) Andrew Lloyd Webber 

ISBN 0-571-50831-6 

Children’s Album arranged by Daniel Scott 

ISBN 0-571-51103-1 

The Faber Book of Showstoppers arranged by Alan Gout 

ISBN 0-571-51063-9 

The Faber Book of TV Themes arranged by Alan Gout 

ISBN 0-571-51753-6 

Great Film and TV Themes Carl Davis 

ISBN 0-571-51740-4 

Jane Austen's World arranged by Richard Harris 

ISBN 0-571-51793-5 

Shakespeare’s World arranged by Richard Harris 

ISBN 0-571-51907-5 

The Snowman (easy piano suite) Howard Blake 

ISBN 0-571-58044-0 
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NB: 
From the first-night reviews: 

“A triumphant piece of musical theatre ... A magnificent marriage of words, 
music, dancing, design and direction... Cats is among the most exhilarating 
and innovative musicals ever staged.” 

Derek Jewell, The Sunday Times 

- “Magical... the talk of the town.” 

Douglas Orgill, The Daily Express 

“Brilliantly imaginative show . . . Quite unique among musicals.” 

Arthur Thirkell, The Daily Mirror 

“Marvellous... The stuff showbiz is made of.” 

Jack Tinker, The. Daily Mail 

“Smash hits don’t come more smash than this one.” 

Sheridan Morley, Punch 

ISBN 0-571-50650- 
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