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	“
	Nicolas Gombert (c.1495-c.1560) gets the full Hilliard treatment on the renowned ensemble's 22nd disc for ECM. The composer's fondness for seamless, ceaselessly flowing textures makes him a ideal fit with the Hilliards, who have virtually cornered the market on fluid polyphony over their long career, perfecting a smooth and sonorous singing style. Gombert also favored the darker colors of lower voices, and the Hilliards add bass Robert Macdonald to their core membership here, resulting in especially rich and full-toned performances of this gorgeous, densely woven music. The main offering is the parody Mass "Media vita in morte sumus," based on Gombert's brilliant motet of the same name, which opens the program; intertwined with the Mass movements are five other motets, ending with the Josquin tribute "Musae lovis." Although Gombert's biography is full of open questions (he may have studied with Josquin, and an unfortunate taste for boy choristers got him in hot water at least once, earning a term in the galleys), he left behind a large body of music that decisively places him in the front rank of his era, a vital link between Josquin and the High Renaissance style of Palestrina. And while his music may exemplify the intricate imitative polyphony of the early 16th century, in the hands of the Hilliards, it achieves a beauty that is timeless. EJ Johnson
	”



1 Media Vita In Morte Sumus
2 Missa Media Vita: Kyrie
3 Missa Media Vita: Gloria
4 Salve Regina (Motet)
5 Anima Mea (Motet)
6 Missa Media Vita: Credo
7 O Crux, Splendidior Cunctis (Motet)
8 Missa Media Vita: Sanctus
9 Quam Pulchra Es (Motet)
10 Missa Media Vita: Agnus Dei
11 Musae Lovis (Motet)

