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MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL

Pease Read This Bit Before Reading The Screenplay:

Thisisthe officd 'Unofficid' Monty Python And The Holy Grall

screenplay. Thisfile contains the script asit was on March 20 1974,

before filming took place. There are many minor differences from what

appears here and what ended up on the screen. Thisfile dso contains cut scenes and
lines from

thefilm.

| tried to preserve as much of the screenplay as possible but it isn't
essy to cross out a section and pencil in new didogue, in ASCII. Any
Scene or diaogue that was crossed out beginswith a"|* before

it. Anything Penciled inhasa"+", | aso put cut informetion before
penciled in.

What is interesting about a screenplay is to see what they threw out
and what "Catch Phrases’ were literdly penciled in. The reason |
keyed in thisfile was caused by me downloading current transcript
going around internet. It was an amazing job... | wouldn't want to
have attempted what he did... But it wasn't in agood script format
and | didn't like how direction was written in. Since | HAD thered
screenplay | thought... What the hell!

After This| plan to key in "Monty Python's Second FIlm" it isthe 1st
dreft of the Holy Grall. It isthe script that eventudly got
cannibdized into sketches for the 4th season of Python. It Is sl
quite different and well worth aread. Is anybody interested in

Ohyes.. | will STRESS thisfact once more... THISISA
SCREENPLAY ... So dont yell at meif alineis paraphrased in the
film... Thisiswhat was written before filming took place and it is
dill quite accurate.

Enough of this...
-Grue (09-Aug-92)

P.S. TO AHH: DON'T YOU KNOW WHO CONNIE BOOTH OR CAROL
CLEVELAND

ISA?2A2AAND DON'T YOU KNOW WHAT GRAHAM CHAPMAN SOUNDS
LIKE2A?2?2 Sorry

| just had to say that... Asthe complete and total bastard thet |
am.
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MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL

MONTY PYTHON
AND THEHOLY GRAIL

Screenplay by

JOHN CLEESE
GRAHAM CHAPMAN
TERRY GILLIAM
ERICIDLE

TERRY JONES
MICHAEL PALIN

FINAL DRAFT 20.3.74.

"MONTY PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL" Red 1 (1A) Page 1
00.01 isthefirst action frame

which is 391.00 before the first

Clear Cut, which is Scene 4

Sc Spot
No. Complete DIALOGUE No. Start End Ftge.

1 FADE IN:
Starts
00.01 TITLESON BLACK B.G.

PYTHON (MONTY) PICTURESLTD
in association with

MICHAEL WHITE

presents

FADE OUT:
FADE IN: MUSIC STARTS

MONTY PYTHON

and

THE HOLY GRAIL

then:

MOnti PythOn ik den HOlie Gralen

FADE OUT:
FADE IN:
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Written and preformed by:

GRAHAM CHAPMAN

JOHN CLEESE

ERICIDLE

TERRY GILLIAM

TERRY JONES

MICHAEL PALIN

then:

ROtern nik Akten Di

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

with

CONNIE BOOTH

CAROL CLEVELAND

NEIL INNES

BEE DUFFELL

JOHN YOUNG

RITA DAVES

then:

Wik

TITLE OUT:

TITLEIN:

Also gppearing

AVRIL STEWART

SALLY KINGHORN

then:

Al wik

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

Also aso gppearing

MARK ZYCOON ELSPETH CAMERON
MITSUKO FORSTATER SALLY JOHNSON
SANDY ROSE ROMILLY SQUIE
JONI FLNN ALISON WALKER
LORAINE WARD ANNA LANSKI
SALLY COOMBE VIVIENNE MACDONALD
YVONNE DICK DAPHNE DARLING
FIONA GORDON GLORIA GRAHAM
JUDY LAMS TRACY SNEDDON
SYLVIA TAYLOR JOYCE POLLNER
MARY ALLEN

then:

AlsD dD wik

TITLE OUT:

TITLEIN:

Camera Operator HOWARD ATHERTON
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MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL

Camera Focus JOHN WELLARD

Camera Assstant ROGER PRATT

Camera Grip RAY HALL

Chargehand Electrician TERRY HUNT
Lighting TELEFILM LIGHTING SERVICELTD
ANDREW RICHIE AND SON LTD
TECHNICOLOR

Rosturm Cameraman KENT HOUSTON
then:

Wi nOt trel ahOliday in Swveden thi yer?
TITLE OUT:

TITLEIN:

Sound Recordist GARTH MARSHALL
Sound Mixer HUGH STRAIN

Boom Swinger GODFREY KIRBY

Sound Maintenance PHILIP CHUBB

Sound Assstant ROBERT DOYLE

Dubbing Editor JOHN FOSTER

Assigtant Editors JOHN MISTER, NICK GASTER,
ALEXANDER CAMPBELL ASKEW,
BRIAN PEACHEY, DANIELLE KOCHAVI
Sound Effects IAN CRAFFORD

then:

SeethelOvei lakes

TITLE OUT:

TITLEIN:

Continuity PENNY EYLES

Accountant BRIAN BROCKWEL L
Production Secretary CHRISTINE WATT
Property Buyer BRIAN WINTERBORN
Property Master TOM RAEBURN

Property Men ROY CANNON, CHARLIE TORBETT,
MIKE KENNEDY

Catering RON HELLARD LTD
VehidesBUDGET RENT-A-CAR

then:

The WOnderful telephOne system

TITLE OUT:

TITLEIN:

Assigtant Art Director PHILIP COWLAM
Congruction Manager BILL HARMAN
Carpenters NOBBY CLARK, BOB DEVINE
Painter GRAHAM BULLOCK

Stagehand JJM N. SAVERY

Rigger ED SULLIVAN

then:
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And mani interesting furry animas

TITLEIN:

TITLE OUT:

With specid extrathanks to

Charlie Knode, Brian McNully, John Gledhill, Peter
Thompson, Sue Cable, Vaerie Charlton, Drew Mara,
Sue Smith, Charlie Coulter, lain Monaghan, Steve
Benndl, Bernard Belenger, Alpini McAlpine, Hugh
Boyle, Dave Taylor, Garry Cooper, Peter Saunders, Less
Sheppard, Vaughn Millard, Mamish Macinnes, Terry Mosaic,
Bawvn O'Beirne Randagh.

Made entirely on location in Scotland & Doune Cadtle,
Cadle Stdker, Killin, Glen Coe, Arnhdl Cadtle,
Braklim fals, Sherroffmiur.

By Python (Monty) Pictures Ltd., 20, Fitzroy Square,
London W1 England.
And completed a Twickenham Film Studios, England.

Copyright (c) 1974 Nationd Film Trustee Company Lt.

All Rights Reserved.

then:

The producers would like to thank the Forestry Commission
Doune Admissions Ltd, Keir and Cawdor Edtates, Stirling
University, and the people of Doune for their help in the
meaking of thisfilm.

The Characters and incidents portrayed and the names used
arefictitious and any smilarity to the names, characters,

or higtory of any person is entirdy accidenta and
unintentiond.

Signed RICHARD M. NIXON

Including the maestic m0O0se
TITLEIN:

TITLE OUT:

Songs

NEIL INNIS

Additiond mudc

DEWOLFE

then:

A MOOse once bit my ster ...
TITLEIN:
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TITLE OUT:

Costume Designer

HAZEL PETHING

then:

No redli! She was Karving her initids on the mOOse

with the sharpened end of an interspace tO0thbrush given
by Svenge - her brother-in-law - an Odo dentist and

gar of many Norwegian mOvies. "The HOt Hands of an Odo
Dentig", "Hllings of Passon”, "The Huge MOlars of Horst
Nordfink".

TITLE OUT:

TITLE IN:

We gpologize for thefault in the

subtitles. Those responsible have been

sacked.

then:

Mynd you, m0Ose bites Kan be pretty nasti ...

TITLE OUT:

TITLE IN:

We gpologize again for the fault in the subtitles. Those
responsible for sacking the people who have just been sacked
have been sacked.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

Production Manager JULLIAN DOYLE

Assigtant Director GERRY HARRISON

Specid Effects JOHN HORTON

Choreography

Fight Director &

Period Consultant JOHN WALKER

Make-up Artists PEARL RASHBASS, PAM LUKE
Photography JULLIAN DOYLE

Animation Assstance LUCINDA COWELL, KATE HEPBURN
MOOse Trained by TUTTE HERM SGERVORDENBROTBORDA
DISSOLVE TO:.

Lighting Cameraman TERRY BEDFORD

Specia M00se Effects OLAF PROT

M00se Costumes SIGGI CHURCHILL

DISSOLVE TO:

Designer ROY SMITH

MO0Ose Choreographed by HORST PROT ||

Miss Taylor's M0Oses by HENGST DOUGLAS-HOME
MOOse trained to mix

concrete and sign com-

plicated insurance

forms by JURGEN WIGG
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DISSOLVE TO:
Editor JOHN HACKNEY
MO0ses noses wiped by BJORN IRKESTORM-SLATER WALKER

Large mOOse on the left
half sde of the screen

in the third scene from
the end,given athorough
grounding in Latin,
Frenchand "O" Leved
Geography by BO BENN

Suggedtive posesfor the

MOOse suggested by VIC ROTTER
Antler-careby LIV THATCHER
TITLE OUT:

TITLE IN:

The directors of the firm hired to
continue the credits after the other
people had been sacked, withiit to
be known that they have just been
sacked.

The credits have been completed
in an entirely different Syle a
great expense and &t the last
minute.

FADE OUT:

TITLEON YELLOW B.G
Executive Producer

JOHN GOLDSTONE & "RALPH" The Wonder Llama
TITLE OUT:

TITLEIN:

Producer

MARK FORSTARTER

Assisted by

EARL J LLAMA

MIKE Q. LLAMA 111

SY LLAMA

MERLE Z. LLAMA 1X

TITLE OUT:

TITLEIN:

Directed by

40 SPECIALLY TRAINED
ECUADORAN MOUNTAIN LLAMAS
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6 VENEZUELAN RED LLAMAS

142 MEXICAN WHOOPING LLAMAS

14 NORTH CHILEAN GUANACQOS

(CLOSELY RELATED TO THE LLAMA)

REG LLAMA OF BRIXTON

76000 BATTERY LLAMAS

FROM "LLAMA-FRESH" FARMSLTD. NEAR PARAGUAY
and

TERRY GILLIAM AND TERRY JONES

FADE OUT:

"Monty Python and the Holy Grall”

1 EXTERIOR - CASTLE WALLS- DAY

Migt. Severa seconds of it swirling about. Slence possibly,

atmospheric music. SUPERIMPOSE "England AD 787". after afew more
seconds we hear hoofbeats in the distance. They come dowly

closer. Then out of the mist comes KING ARTHUR followed by a SERVANT
who is banging two haf coconuts together. ARTHUR raises his hand.

ARTHUR
Whoa there!

SERVANT makes noises of horses hdting, with aflourish. ARTHUR peers
through the mist. CUT TO shot from over his shoulder: castle

(e.g. Bodium) risng out of the mist. On the castle baitlements a

SOLDIER isdimly seen. He peers down.

SOLDIER
Halt! Who goes there?

ARTHUR

Itisl, Arthur, son of Uther Pendragon, from the castle of

Camdot. King of dl Britons, defeater of the Saxons, sovereign of dl
England!

Pause.

SOLDIER
Get away!

ARTHUR
| am... And thismy trusty servant, Petsy. We have ridden the
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length and breadth of the land in search of knights who will join our
court at Camelot.. | must speak with your lord and master.

SOLDIER
What? Ridden on ahorse?

ARTHUR
Yes!

SOLDIER
Y ou're using coconuts!

ARTHUR
..What?

SOLDIER

Y ou've got two empty halves of coconuts and you're banging them together.

ARTHUR (Scorrifully)
S0? We have ridden since the snows of winter
covered this land, through the kingdom of Mercea.

SOLDIER
Where did you get the coconuts?

ARTHUR
Through ... We found them.

SOLDIER
Found them? In Mercea. The coconut's tropical!

ARTHUR
What do you mean?

SOLDIER
W, thisis atemperate zone.

ARTHUR

The swalow may fly south with the sun, or the house martin or
the plover seek warmer hot lands in winter, yet these are not
strangersto our land.

SOLDIER
Are you suggesting coconuts migrate?

ARTHUR

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com
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Not at al. They could be carried.

SOLDIER
What? A swallow carrying a coconut?

| ARTHUR

| Why not?

I

| SOLDIER

[ 'l tell you why not ... because a swalow is about eight inches long and

| weighs five ounces, and you'd be lucky to find a coconut under a pound.

ARTHUR
It could grip it by the husk ...

SOLDIER

It's not a question of where he gripsit, It'sasmple matter

of weight - rétios ... A five-ounce bird could not hold a a one pound
coconut.

ARTHUR
Wi, it doesn't matter. Go and tell your master that Arthur
from the Court of Camélot is here.

A Slight pause. Swirling mist. Slence.

SOLDIER
Look! To maintain Velocity, aswalow needs to best itswings
four hundred and ninety three times every second. right?

ARTHUR
(irritated)

Pleasel!

SOLDIER
Am | right?

ARTHUR
I'm not interested.

SECOND SOLDIER
(who has loomed up on the battlements)
It could be carried by an African swallow!

FIRST SOLDIER

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com
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MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL 12

Ohyes! An African swalow maybe ... but not a European
swdlow. that's my point.

SECOND SOLDIER
Ohyes, | agreethere...

ARTHUR
(losing petience)
Will you ask your master if he wantsto join the Knights of Camelot?

FIRST SOLDIER
But then of course African swalows are non-migraory.

SECOND SOLDIER
Ohyes.

ARTHUR
raises his eyes heavenwards and nodsto PATSY. They turn and go
off into the mist.

FIRST SOLDIER
So they wouldn't be able to bring a coconut back anyway.

SECOND SOLDIER
Wait aminute! Suppose two swallows carried it together?

FIRST SOLDIER
No, they'd have to haveit on aline.

Stillness. Slence again.
2 ANIMATION/LIVE ACTION SEQUENCE - DEATH AND DEVASTATION

CUT TO Terry Gilliam's sequence of Brueghel prints. Sounds of strange
medieval music. Discordant and sparse. Wailings and groanings. The

last picture mixes through into live action. BIG CLOSE UP of contorted
face upside down. A leg fdls acrossit. Creaking noise. The bodies

lurch away from CAMERA to reved they are amongst a huge pile of
bodies on aswaying cart thet is lumbering away from CAMERA. Itis
pulled by a couple of ragged, dirty emaciated WRETCHES. Behind the
cart walks another MAN who looks dightly more prosperous, but only on
the scale of complete and utter impoverishment. He wears a black hood
and looks sinigter.

CART DRIVER
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Bring out your dead!

We follow the cart through awretched, impoverished plague-ridden
village. A few starved mongrels run about in the mud scavenging. In

the open doorway of one house perhaps we jug glimpse apair of legs
dangling from the ceiling. In another doorway an OLD WOMAN is begting
acat againg awall rather like one does with a mat. The cart passes

round a dead donkey or cow in the mud. And aMAN tiedto acartis
being hammered to degth by four NUNS with huge mallets.

CART DRIVER
Bring out your dead!

There are legs stick out of windows and doors. Two MEN are fighting in
the mud - covered from head to foot in it. Another MAN is on his hands
in knees shoveing mud into his mouth. We just caich sight of aMAN
fdling into awdl.

CART DRIVER
Bring out your dead!

LARGE MAN
Here's onel

CART DRIVER
Ninepence.

BODY
I'm not dead!

CART DRIVER
What?

LARGE MAN
Nothing... There's your ninepence.

BODY
I'm not dead!

CART DRIVER
'Ere. He says he's not dead.

LARGE MAN
Yesheis.
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BODY
I'm not!

CART DRIVER
Heisnt.

LARGE MAN
Hewill be soon. Hesvery ill.

BODY
I'm getting better!

LARGE MAN
You'renot. You'll be sone dead in afew minutes.

CART DRIVER
| can't take him like this. It's againgt regulations.

BODY
| don't want to go on the cart.

LARGE MAN
Don't be such a baby.

CART DRIVER
| can't take him.

BODY
| fed fine.

LARGE MAN
Do meafavor.

CART DRIVER
| cant.

LARGE MAN

Wi, can you hang around a couple of minutes. He won't be long.

CART DRIVER
| promised I'd be at the Robinson's. They've lost nine today.

LARGE MAN
When's your next round?

CART DRIVER
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Thursday.

BODY
| think I'll go for awalk.

LARGE MAN

Y ou're not fooling anyone you know.
(to CART DRIVER)

Isn't there anything you could do?

BODY
(gnging unrecognizably)
| fed happy... | fed happy.

The CART DRIVER looks a the LARGE MAN for amoment. Then they both do
aquick furtive look up and down the street. The CART DRIVER very

swiftly brings up aclub and hitsthe OLD MAN. (Out of shot but the

sanging stops after aloud bonk noise))

LARGE MAN
(handing over the money at last)
Thanks very much.

CART DRIVER
That'sdl right. See you on Thursday.

They turn ... Suddenly dl the village fdl to their knees, touching

fordocks etc. ARTHUR and PATSY rideinto SHOT, dightly noseto the
air, they ride through without acknowledging anybody. After they pass,
the LARGE MAN turnsto the CART DRIVER.

LARGE MAN
Who's that then?

CART DRIVER
(Grudgingly)
| dunno, Must be aking.

LARGE MAN
Why?

CART DRIVER
He haan't got shit al over him.

3EXTERIOR - DAY
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ARTHUR and PATSY riding. They stop and look. We see acadlein the
distance, and before it a PEASANT isworking away on his kneestrying
to dig up the earth with his bare hands and atwig. ARTHUR and PATSY
ride up, and stop before the PEASANT

ARTHUR
Old woman!

DENNIS
Man!

ARTHUR
Man. I'm sorry. Old man, What knight livesin thet castle over there?

DENNIS
I'm thirty-seven.

ARTHUR
What?

DENNIS:
I'm thirty-seven ... I'm not old.

ARTHUR:
Wedl - | can't just say: "Hey, Man!'

DENNIS
Wil you could say: "Dennis’

ARTHUR
| didn't know you were cdled Dennis.

DENNIS
Y ou didn't bother to find out, did you?

ARTHUR

I've said I'm sorry about the old woman, but from the behind you looked ...

DENNIS
What | object to isthat you automaticaly treat me like an inferior ...

ARTHUR
Wl ... | AM king.

DENNIS
Oh, very nice. King, eh! | expect you've got a paace and fine
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clothes and courtiers and plenty of food. And how dyou get that? By
exploiting the workers! By hanging on to outdated imperidist dogma

which perpetuates the socid and economic differencesin our society!
If there's EVER going to be any progress...

An OLD WOMAN appears.

OLD WOMAN
Dennig There's some lovely filth down here ... Oh! how d'you do?

ARTHUR
How dyou do, good lady ... | am Arthur, King of the Britons
... canyou tdl mewho livesin that castle?

OLD WOMAN
King of the WHO?

ARTHUR
The Britons.

OoLD WOMAN
Who are the Britons?

ARTHUR
All of usare ... we are dl Britons.

DENNIS winks at the OLD WOMAN.
..and l amyour king ....

OLD WOMAN
Ooooh! | didn't know we had aking. | thought we were an
autonomous collective ...

DENNIS
Y ourefooling yoursdlf. Wereliving in adictatorship, A
sdf-perpetuating autocracy in which the working classes ...

OoLD WOMAN
Thereyou are, bringing classinto it again ...

DENNIS
That'swhat it'sal about ... If only -

ARTHUR

Please, please good people. | amin haste. What knight livesin that castle?
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OLD WOMAN
No one live there.

ARTHUR
Wedl, who isyour lord?

OLD WOMAN
We don't have alord.

ARTHUR
What?

DENNIS
| told you, We're an anarcho-syndicaist commune, we takeit in
turnsto act as asort of executive officer for the week.

ARTHUR
Yes.

DENNIS
... But dl the decisons of that officer ...

ARTHUR
Yes, | see

DENNIS
... must be approved at a bi-weekly meeting by asmple
maority in the case of purely internd affairs.

ARTHUR
Be quiet!

DENNIS
... but atwo-thirds mgority ...

ARTHUR
Be quiet! | order you to shut up.

OLD WOMAN
Order, eh -- who does he think he is?

ARTHUR
| am your king!

OLD WOMAN
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Wel, | didn't vote for you.

ARTHUR
You don't vote for kings.

OoLD WOMAN
Wi, how did you become king, then?

ARTHUR

The Lady of the Lake, her arm clad in the purest shimmering

samite, hdd Excdibur doft from the bosom of the water to Sgnify by
Divine Providence ... that |, Arthur, wasto carry Excdibur ... That
iswhy | am your king!

I

| OLD WOMAN

| Is Frank in? Hed be able to deal with this one.

DENNIS

Look, strange women lying on their backs in ponds handing out

swords ... that's no basis for a system of government. Supreme

executive power derives from amandate from the masses, not from some
farcical agudtic ceremony.

ARTHUR
Bequiet!

DENNIS
Y ou can't expect to wield supreme executive power just 'cause
some watery tart threw asword at you!

ARTHUR
Shut up!

DENNIS

| mean, if | went around saying | was an Emperor because some
moistened bint had lobbed a scimitar at me, people would put me away!

ARTHUR
(Grabbing him by the collar)
Shut up, will you. Shut up!

DENNIS
Ah! NOW ... we see the violence inherent in the system.

ARTHUR

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com



MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL 20

Shut up!
PEOPLE (i.e. other PEASANTY) are appearing and watching.

DENNIS (cdling)
Come and see the violence inherent in the
system. Help, help, I'm being repressed!

ARTHUR
(aware that people are now coming out and watching)

Bloody peasant!
(pushes DENNIS over into mud and prepares to ride off)

DENNIS
Oh, Did you hear that! What a give-away.

ARTHUR
Come on, patsy.

They ride off.

DENNIS
(in the background as we PULL OUT)
did you see him repressing me, then? That's whet 1've been on abott ...

4 EXTERIOR - FOREST - DAY

MIX THROUGH to ARTHUR and PATSY riding through the forest. They pass
rune stones. We TRACK with them. CLOSE-UPS of their faces asthey

ride. M1X to another TRACKING SHOT of them riding through the

forest. They cometo a clearing and stop, looking ahead

intently. Their eyeslight up.

Sound FX of fight.

CUT TO their eyeine. A clearing on the other sde of which isarough
wooden foot-bridge across a stream. At the start of the bridge a
tremendous fight is going on. A huge BLACK KNIGHT in black armor, his
face totally masked in avisor, isfighting adightly smdler KNIGHT

in green armor. (Perhgps the GREEN KNIGHT's armor isidentical to the
BLACK KNIGHT's save for the color.)

CUT BACK TO ARTHUR and PATSY. They watch, growing more impressed as
they wetch thefight.

CUT BACK TO thefight. The GREEN KNIGHT lunges at the BLACK KNIGHT,
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who avoids the blow with a skillful sde-step and parry, knocking the
sword out of the GREEN KNIGHT's hand.

CUT BACK TO ARTHUR and PATSY even more impressed.

CUT BACK TO thefight. The GREEN KNIGHT has drawn out a particularly
nasty mace or spiked bal and chain, much longer than the BLACK

KNIGHT's sword.

ARTHUR narrows his eyes, wondering whether the BLACK KNIGHT will survive.
CUT BACK to thefight. The GREEN KNIGHT swings at the BLACK KNIGHT,
who ducks under the first swing, leaps over the second and starts to

close on the GREEN KNIGHT.

CUT BACK TO ARTHUR and PATSY watching like a tennis match. Sound FX of
the fight reaching a dimax. Four dmighty clangs. Then Silence.

CUT BACK to seethe GREEN KNIGHT stretched out. The BLACK KNIGHT
sheathes his sword.

ARTHUR looks a PATSY. Nods and they move forward.

CUT BACK TO the BLACK KNIGHT picking up the GREEN KNIGHT above his
head and hurling him into the river. ARTHUR and PATSY approach him.

ARTHUR
Y ou fight with the strength of many men, Sir knight.

| BLACK KNIGHT
| Who dares to chdlenge the Black Knight?

I
| ARTHUR

| I do not challenge you.
The BLACK KNIGHT garesimpassively and says nothing.

ARTHUR
| am Arthur, King of the Britons.

Hint of a pause as he waits for a reaction which doesn't come. ARTHUR
isonly dightly thrown.

... | seek the bravest and the finest knightsin al the world to join
mein my court & Camelot ...
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The BLACK KNIGHT remains silent

ARTHUR
Y ou have proved yoursdf worthy. ... Will you join me?

Slence

| ARTHUR
| A man of your strength and skill would be the chief of dl my knights...

I
| BLACK KNIGHT
| Never.

I
ARTHUR

Y ou make me sad. But so beit. Come Patsy.
As he moves, the BLACK KNIGHT barsthe way.

BLACK KNIGHT
None shall pass.

ARTHUR
What?

BLACK KNIGHT
None shall pass.

ARTHUR
| have no quarrdl with you, brave Sir knight, but | must cross this bridge.

BLACK KNIGHT
Then you shal die

ARTHUR
| command you, as King of the Britons to stand aside.

BLACK KNIGHT
| move for no man.

ARTHUR
So beit!

ARTHUR draws his sword and approaches the BLACK KNIGHT. A furious
fight now dtarts lasting about fifteen seconds a which point ARTHUR
ddiversamighty blow which completely severs the BLACK KNIGHT s left
am at the shoulder. ARTHUR steps back triumphantly.
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ARTHUR
Now stand aside worthy adversary.

BLACK KNIGHT
(Glancing & his shoulder)
'Tis but a scratch.

ARTHUR
A scratch? Y our arm's off.

BLACK KNIGHT
No, it isn't.

ARTHUR
(Pointing to the arm on ground)
Wedl, what's that then?

BLACK KNIGHT
|'ve had worse.

ARTHUR
You'realiar.

BLACK KNIGHT
Come on you pansy!

Another ten seconds furious fighting till ARTHUR chops the BLACK
KNIGHT's other arm off, aso at the shoulder. The arm plus sword, lies
on the ground.

ARTHUR

Victory ismine.

(snking to his knees)

| thank thee O Lord that in thy ...

BLACK KNIGHT
Come on then.

ARTHUR
What?

He kicks ARTHUR hard on the side of the hedmet. ARTHUR gets up ill
holding his sword. The BLACK KNIGHT comes after him kicking.

ARTHUR
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You are indeed brave Sir knight, but the fight is mine.

BLACK KNIGHT
Had enough?

ARTHUR
Y ou stupid bastard. Y ou haven't got any arms | eft.

BLACK KNIGHT
Course | have.

ARTHUR
Look!

BLACK KNIGHT
What! Just aflesh wound.
(kicks ARTHUR)

ARTHUR
Stop that.

BLACK KNIGHT
(kicking him)
Had enough ... ?

ARTHUR
I'll have your leg.

Heiskicked.

Right!

The BLACK KNIGHT kicks him again and ARTHUR chops hisleg off. The

BLACK KNIGHT kegps his baance with difficuity.

BLACK KNIGHT
I'll do you for that.

ARTHUR
Youll whét ... ?

BLACK KNIGHT
Come Here.

ARTHUR
What are you going to do. bleed on me?
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BLACK KNIGHT
I'minvinciblel

ARTHUR
You'realoony.

BLACK KNIGHT
The Black Knight always triumphs. Have & youl

ARTHUR takes hislast leg off. The BLACK KNIGHT's body lands upright.

BLACK KNIGHT
All right, wéll cal it adraw.

ARTHUR
Come, Petsy.

ARTHUR and PATSY dart to cross the bridge.

BLACK KNIGHT
Running away eh? Y ou ydlow bastard, Come back here and
take what's coming to you. I'll bite your legs off!

SEXTERIOR - DAY

A village. Sound of chanting of Latin canon, punctuated by short,

sharp cracks. It comes nearer. We seeitisaline of MONKS da
SEVENTH SEAL flagdlation scene, chanting and banging themselves on
the foreheads with wooden boards. They pass a group of villagers who

are dragging a beautiful YOUNG WOMAN dressed as awitch through the
dreets. They drag her to astrange house/ruin standing on ahill

outsde thevillage. A strange-looking knight stands outside, SIR
BEDEVERE.

HRST VILLAGER
We have found awitch. May we burn her?

ALL
A Witch! Burn her!

BEDEVERE
How do you know sheis awitch?

ALL
Shelooks like one. Y es, she does.
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BEDEVERE
Bring her forward.

They bring her forward - a beautiful YOUNG GIRL (MISSISLINGTON)
dressed up as awitch.

WITCH
| am not awitch. | am not awitch.

BEDEVERE
But you are dressed as one.

WITCH
They dressed me up likethis.

ALL
Wedidn't, we didn't!

WITCH
Thisisnot my nosg, Itisafdse one

BEDEVERE takes her nose off.

BEDEVERE
Wdl?

FIRST VILLAGER
... Wdll, we did do the nose.

BEDEVERE
The nose?

FIRST VILLAGER
And the hat. But sheis awitch.

ALL
A witch, awitch, burn her!

BEDEVERE
Did you dress her up like this?

HRST VILLAGER
..Um..Yes..no..abhit.. yes.. she hasgot awart.

BEDEVERE
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Why do you think sheisawitch?

SECOND VILLAGER
She turned me into a newt.

BEDEVERE
A newt?

SECOND VILLAGER
(After looking a himsdf for sometime)
| got better.

ALL
Burn her anyway.

BEDEVERE
Quiet! Quiet! There are ways of telling whether she isawitch.

ARTHUR and PATSY ride up & this point and watch what follows with interest

ALL
There are? Tell up. What are they, wise Sir Bedevere?

BEDEVERE
Tdl me... what do you do with witches?

ALL
Burn them.

BEDEVERE
And what do you burn, apart from witches?

FOURTH VILLAGER
... Wood?

BEDEVERE
So why do witches burn?

SECOND VILLAGER
(pianissmo)
... Because they're made of wood...?

BEDEVERE
Good.

PEASANTS giir uneasily then come round to this conclusion.
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ALL
| see. Yes, of course.

BEDEVERE
So how can wetdl if sheis made of wood?

FIRST VILLAGER

Make a bridge out of her.

BEDEVERE

Ah ... but can you not aso make bridges out of stone?
ALL

Ah.Yes, of course...um... er ...

BEDEVERE

Doeswood sink in water?

ALL

No, no, It floats. Throw her in the pond Tie weights on her. To the pond.
BEDEVERE

Wait. Wait ... tell me, what aso floats on water?

ALL

Bread? No, no, no. Apples..... gravy ... very smal rocks...
ARTHUR

A duck.

They dl turn and look a8 ARTHUR. BEDEVERE |ooks up very impressed.

BEDEVERE
Exactly. So... logicdly ...

FIRST VILLAGER
(beginning to pick up the thread)
If she ... weighs the same as a duck ... she's made of wood.

BEDEVERE
And therefore?

ALL
A witch! ... A duck! A duck! Fetch a duck.
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FOURTH VILLAGER
Hereisaduck, Sr Bedevere.

BEDEVERE
We shall use my largest scdes.

He leads them afew yardsto a very strange contraption indeed, made

of wood and rope and leather. They put the GIRL in one pan and the
duck in another. Each pan is supported by awooden stave. BEDEVERE
checks each pan then ... ARTHUR looks on with interest.

BEDEVERE
Remove the supports.

Two PEASANTS knock them away with dedge hammers. The GIRL and the
duck swing dightly but balance perfectly.

ALL
A witch! A witchl

WITCH
It'safair cop.

All
Burn her! Burn her! Let's make her into aladder.

The VILLAGERS drag the girl away, leaving ARTHUR and BEDEVERE
regarding each other admiringly.

BEDEVERE
Who are you who are so wise in the ways of science?

ARTHUR
| am Arthur, King of the Britons.

BEDEVERE
My liege ... forgive me ...

ARTHUR looks & PATSY with obvious satisfaction.
ARTHUR

Good Sir knight, will you come with me to Camelat,
and join our number at the Round Table?

BEDEVERE
My liege, | am honored.
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ARTHUR geps forward, drawing his sword, with adight hint of difficulty

ARTHUR
What isyour name?

BEDEVERE
Bedevere, my Liege.

ARTHUR
Then | dubyou ... Sir Bedevere ... Knight of the Round Table!

|6 VARIOUSMONTAGE - ANIMATION

I

| VOICE OVER

| And so King Arthur gathered his knights together ... bringing from dl the

| corners of the kingdom the strongest and bravest intheland ... To sit a

| The Round Table....

I

| Under this voice over we have a montage of shots of ARTHUR recruiting his
| Knights:

I

| 1. ARTHUR, PATSY, BEDEVERE and PAGE riding through hillside.

| MIX TO:

I

| 2. A castle. LONG SHOT of SIR GAWAIN standing outside and ARTHUR's group
| approaching and shaking hands perhaps.

I

| 3. MIX TO the group now plus SIR GAWAIN and PAGE (who is weighted down by an
| enormous quantity of luggage) riding down by a stream and gpproaching SIR

| HECTOR. ARTHUR dubs him.

I

| 4. MIX TO the group (now plus HECTOR and PAGE) approaching some group of
| buildings or whatever. In the distance SIR ROBIN is being taught the lute by

| one of hisMUSICIANS. ARTHUR cadlsand SIR ROBIN immediately reacts and

| hands the lute to his MUSICIAN and comesto join ARTHUR & CO.

I

| 5. MIX TO SIR GALAHAD surrounded by chickens. He is wearing a carperters

| apron over hisimmaculate armor and is finishing off ahen-house. We see the

| group approach and he throws off the gpron and puts down the hen-house and

| goesto join them.

I
| 6. MIX TO the group riding dong again.

I
| 7. MIX TO SIR LAUNCELOT handing aBABY to his WIFE (who has severd other
| CHILDREN hanging about) and he strides off to join ARTHUR, leaving his
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| castle, WIFE and CHILDREN. The castle (Eilean Donan) has washing hanging

| outsdeit. A red family castle. There are at least Six kids.
I

| 8. MIX TO the complete group, i.e. ARTHUR and PATSY, BEDEVERE and PAGE,
| GAWAIN and PAGE, HECTOR and PAGE, GALAHAD and PAGE, SIR ROBIN and

| sx MUSICIANS, LAUNCELOT and PAGE.
+

+6 CLOSE-UP of abook on which iswritten:
+

+ THE BOOK OF THE FILM
+

+ VOICE OVER

+ Thewise Sr Bedevere was thefirg to join King Arthur's knights ...

+ but other illustrious names were soon to follow ...
+

+ Hand turns page.

+

+VOICE OVER

+ Sr Launcelot the Brave ...

+

+ Hand turns page.

+

+ VOICE OVER

+ Sr Gaahad the Pure ...

+

+ Hand turns page.

+

+VOICE OVER

+ And Sir Robin-the-not-quite- so- pure-as-Sr-Launcelot ...
+

+ Hand turns page.

+

+ VOICE OVER

+ ... Who had nearly fought the Dragon of Agnor ...
+

+ Hand turns page.

+

+ VOICE OVER

+ ... Who had nearly stood up to to the vicious Chicken of Bristal ...

+

+ Hand turns Page.
+

+ VOICE OVER

+ ... and who had persondly wet himsdlf a the Battle of Badon Hill ...

+ the gptly named ...
+
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+ Hand turns page.

+ VOICE OVER

+ Sir Not-appearing-in-this-film.
+

+ Hand turns page.
+

+VOICE OVER

+ Together they formed band whose names and deeds were to be retold throughout
+ the centuries... The Knights of the Round Table ...

+

+ A gorillas hand snatches away the hand.
+

+ Music swdls and fades and we MIX THROUGH TO:
7 EXTERIOR - SUNSET

Fairly dose HEAD-ON SHOT of the KNIGHTS riding dong. BEDEVERE and
ARTHUR at the front of the group deep in conversation.

BEDEVERE
And that, my lord, is how we know the Earth to be banana- shaped.

ARTHUR
Thisnew learning amazes me, Sir Bedevere. Explain again how
sheep's bladders may be employed to prevent earthquakes.

BEDEVERE
OF course, my Liege...

LAUNCELOT

(he points)

Look, my liege!

They al stop and look.
ARTHUR

(with thankful reverence)
Camdlot!

CUT TO shot of amazing cadtle in the distance. [lluminated in the rays
of the setting sun.

Musc.

CUT BACK TO ARTHUR and the group. They are al staring with fascination.
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GALAHAD
Camelot ...

LAUNCELOT
Camelot ...

GAWAIN
(at the back, to PAGE)
It's only a modd!.

ARTHUR

(turning sharply)

Sh

(to the rest)

Knights! | bid you welcome to your new home! Let usride ... to Camelot.

8INTERIOR - NIGHT

CUT TO interior of medievd hdl. A large group of armored KNIGHTS are
engaged in awell choreographed song-and-dance routine of the very
up-beat 'If they could see me now' type of fast bouncy number. The

poorer verses are made clearer by CUTTING to agroup of knights

actudly engaged in the described task while the line itsdlf is

aung. They Sng:

KNIGHTS

We're knights of the round table
We dance whene'er we're able

We do routines and chorus scenes
With footwork impeccable.

We dinewdl herein Cameot

We eat ham and jam and spam alot.

We're knights of the Round Table
Our shows are formidable

But many times

Werre given rhymes

That are quite unsingable

We're operamad in Camelot

We sng from the digphragm alat.

Booming basses. A routine where two XY LOPHONISTS play parts of
KNIGHTS armor producing a pleasing effect.

In war we're tough and able.
Quite indefatigable
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Between our quests

We sequin vests

And impersonate Clark Gable
Itsabusy lifein Camelot.

SINGLE MAN
| have to push the pram alot.

CUT BACK TO ARTHUR and BEDEVERE and COMPANY as we had |eft them.

ARTHUR
No, on second thought, let's not go to Camelot.

KNIGHTS
Right!

ARTHUR
Itisaslly place.

They sat off again dmost immediatedy they are suffused in etheredl
radiance and strange heavenly choir music. The PAGES, horsdlike, take

fright for amoment, they whinny and rattle their coconuts. ARTHUR and
the KNIGHTS fall on their knees. A holy voice booms out.

GOD
Arthur! Arthur ... King of the Britons ...

They dl prodgtrate themselves even further

Oh, don't grovd ... do get up! If theré's one thing | can't stand,
it's people grovding!!

ARTHUR and COMPANY rise.

ARTHUR
Sorry ...

GOD

And don't gpologize. Every timel try to talk to someoneit's

sorry thisand forgive me that and I'm not worthy and ... What are you
doing now?

ARTHUR
I'm averting my eyes, Lord.

GOD
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Waell, don't.
| I redlly don't know where dl this got started.
It's like those miserable psalms. they're so depressing. Now knock it off.

ARTHUR
Yes, Lord.

GOD
Right. Arthur, King of the Britons, you're Knights of the Round
Table shdl have atask to make them an example in these dark times

ARTHUR
Good idea, O Lord!

GOD
Courseit'sagood idea.

Suddenly another light glows besde GOD or possibly within the light
which is GOD a shape dowly startsto form.

Behold ... Arthur ... thisisthe Holy Grall ...
| the Sacred Cup from which Christ drank at the Last Supper ...

Theform in the bright light isjust discernible as an iridescent
chdice ... the KNIGHTS gasp.

Look well, Arthur ... for it isyour sacred task to seek this Grail.
It begins to fade. Music crescendo as both lights fade.
That isyour purpose Arthur ... the Quest for the Holy Grall ...

It isgone. All the KNIGHTS are left gasping in awe and
wonderment. They dl turn and look a& ARTHUR.

LAUNCELOT
A Blessng. A blessng from the lord.

| BEDEVERE
| Praise be to God!

I
| An awed pause, then ARTHUR ralies them.

I
| ARTHUR

| We have atask, we must waste no time! To Camelot!
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I
+ GALAHAD

+ God be praised!
Stirring music crescendo. They ride off.

CUT TO TITLES SEQUENCE Animation: "The Quest For The Holy Grail" After
titles CUT TO:

9 EXTERIOR - CASTLE - DAY

MIX THROUGH one or two shots of them on their way again, until they
approach aterrific cagtle (alittle one would do too). They advance

quite close to the cadtle and draw themsdvesinto aline. At asigna

from ARTHUR the two PAGES step forward and give a brief fanfare.

A MAN appears on the battlements. ARTHUR addresses him.

ARTHUR
Hdlo.

MAN
'‘Allo. Whoo is eet?

ARTHUR
| am King Arthur and these are the Knights of the Round
Table. Whose cadtleisthis?

MAN
Thisisthe cadtle of of my master, Guy de Loimbard.

ARTHUR

Please go and tell your master that we have been charged by God
with asacred quest, and if he will give us food and sheter for this
night he can join usin our quest for the Holy Grall.

MAN
Widl, I'll ask him, but | don't think helll be very keen. He's
aready got one, you see?

ARTHUR
What?

GALAHAD
He saysthey've dready got one!
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They are stunned.

ARTHUR
Are you sure he's got one?

MAN
Ohyes. It'svery nice
+

+ CUT TO BATTLEMENTS. THE TAUNTER (MAN) turns to some others.
+

+ MAN

+ | told him we dready got one.

+

+ They dl giggle
+

ARTHUR
Wl ... can we come up and have alook?

MAN
Of course not! You are English pigs.

ARTHUR
Wi, what are you then?

MAN
I'm French. Why do think | have this outrageous accent, you slly king.

GALAHAD
What are you doing in England?

MAN
Mind your own business

ARTHUR
If you will not show usthe Grail we shdl storm your cadtle.

Murmurs of assent.

MAN

Y ou don' frighten us, English pig-dog! Go and boil your bottoms,
son of aglly person. | blow my nose on you, so-caled Arthur-king,
you and your slly English K...kaniggets.

He puts hands to his ears and blows a raspberry.
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GALAHAD
What a strange person.

ARTHUR
Now look here, my good man!

MAN

| don't want to talk to you, no more, you empty-headed animd,

food trough wiper. | fart in your generd direction. Y ou mother was a
hamgter and your father smelt of ederberries.

GALAHAD
|s there someone el se up there we could talk to?

MAN
No. Now go away or | shal taunt you a second time.

ARTHUR
Now thisisyour last chance. I've been more than reasonab...
+

+ MAN

+ Fetchez lavache!
+

+ GUARD

+ Quoi?

+

+ MAN

+ Fetchez lavachel
+

CUT BACK TO battlements. A cow isled out of agtdl.
CUT BACK TO ARTHUR.

ARTHUR
Now that ismy find offer. If you are not prepared to agree to
my demands | shal be forced to take ... Oh Christ!

A cow comes flying over the battlements, lowing aggressively. The cow
lands on GALAHAD'S PAGE, squashing him completdly.

I
| ROBIN

| What a crud thing to do.

I
| BEDEVERE

| (Choking back tears)
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| It hadn't even been milked.

|
ARTHUR

Right! Knightsl Forward!

ARTHUR leads a charge toward the castle. Various shots of them
battling on, despite being hit by avariety of farm animds.

ARTHUR
(asthe MAN next to him is squashed by a sheep)
Knights Run away!

Midst echoing shouts of "run away" the KNIGHTS retreet to cover with
the odd cow or goose hitting them till. The KNIGHTS crouch down under
cove.

LAUNCELOT
The sodd! I'll tear them apart.

ARTHUR
(restraining LAUNCELOT from going out and having a go)
Nol

BEDEVERE
| have aplan gr.

CUT BACK TO battlements of castle. FRENCH SENTRIES suspicioudy
peering towards the English lines. Wind whidtles.

Shot of the empty scrubland or undergrowth or woodland around the
castle. Emptiness. Wind. More shots of the FRENCH SENTRIES peering
into the dusk.

| As night falls. MIX THROUGH TO night On the battlements a brazier burns or
| torches on the wall asthe SENTRIES peer into the dark. Shots of the
| woodland with fires burning where the English lines are.

During dl this the sounds of extensve carpentry have possibly been
herd, followed by slence, followed by renewed outbursts or activity.

CLOSE-UP FRENCH looking very nervous. Dawn breaking. Shot of
woodland. Nothing. Wind. Dawn il bresking. Shots of the

FRENCH. They suddenly hear something. A faintly detectable squesking
which is getting louder.

CUT TO WIDE SHOT of castle and woodland. Squeaking getting
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louder. Shot of the FRENCH TAUNTER pointing. WIDE SHOT again. The
sgueaking gets louder an enormous twenty-foot- high wooden rabbit is
wheded out of the undergrowth into the open space in front of the

castle. The ENGLISH scuttle back into the undergrowth. The rabbit has
alarge red bow tied round it and arather cruddy written labd,

which reads "Pour votres amis Francais'. The CHIEF TAUNTER looks a

it, narrowing his eyes. Then he turns and |eaves battlements.

CUT TO ARTHUR and COMPANY watching from the bushes. The main gate of
the castle opens allittle and the CHIEF TAUNTER's head sticks out,

then another Froggie head, then another. They mutter to each other in

French, look rather pleased, then rush out and start to pull the giant

rabbit in.

CUT BACK TO ARTHUR and COMPANY  behind some bushes watching.

ARTHUR
Now what happens?

BEDEVERE

Wel now, Launcdlat, Gaahad, and | wait until nightfall and

then leap out of the rabbit and take the French by surprise, not only
by surprise but totaly unarmed!

ARTHUR
Who ... Who breaks out?

BEDEVERE

Er ... We.... Launcelot, Galahad, and | ... Er ... leap out
of the rabbit and ...

LAUNCELOT covers hiseyes.

BEDEVERE
Look, if we were to build alarge wooden badger...

ARTHUR cuffs him. ARTHUR looks at the battlements. Thereisaloud
twang. Look of horror. The rabbit comes sailing over the battlements.

ARTHUR
Run away!

More shouts.

Run away!
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| SR GAWAIN

| (to his PAGE as they run away)
| 1t's only amodd!.

I

| ARTHUR

| Shi

They continue to retreat. The rabbit lands on GAWAIN'S PAGE
(who is dready weighed down by enormous quantity of luggage).

10 EXTERIOR - CASTLE WALLS- DAY

CUT TO aMAN in modern dress standing outside a castle. He speaks
graight to CAMERA in adocumentary kind of way.

SUPERIMPOSE CAPTION: A Very Famous Historian.

HISTORIAN'S SPEECH

Defest at the castle seems to have utterly

disheartened King Arthur ... The ferocity of the French taunting took
him completely by surprise and Arthur became convinced that a new
srategy was required if the quest for the Holy Grall wereto be
brought to a successful conclusion. Arthur, having consulted his
closest knights, decided that they should separate, and search for the
Grall individualy. Now, thisiswhat they did. No sooner...

A KNIGHT ridesinto shot and hacks him to the ground. He rides off.

We stay for amoment on the glade. A MIDDLE-AGED LADY inaC. &
A. twin-set emerges from the trees and looks in horror at the body of
her HUSBAND.

MRS HISTORIAN
FRANK!

CUT TO animated frame, with thewords "The Tde of Sr Robin" onit.
Pleasant pastora music. MIX THROUGH TO:
+ VOICE: "The Tde Of Sr Robin"

11 EXTERIOR - GLADE - DAY

A KNIGHT istrotting along through awooden sun-dappled glade,
followed by his trusty PAGE banging the usud half coconuts. Aswe see
them approach we hear the beautiful lilting sound of medieva music,

and see that the KNIGHT isfollowed by asmal retinue of MUSICIANS in
thirteenth-century courtly costume, one sings, and playsthe
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tambourine, one bangs at atabor (A smdl drum O.E.D.) and one plays
the pipes.

The KNIGHT looks very proud and firm as we hear the first part of the
song, but the combination of the lyrics and the large sSigns they pass,
dart to have their effect ...

SONG:

Bravely bold Sir Robin, rode forth from Camelot,
He was not afraid to die, Oh Brave Sir Robin,
He was not a dl afraid to be killed in nasty ways
Brave, brave, brave, brave Sir Robin.

Hewas not in the least bit scared to be mashed into a pulp
Or to have his eyes gouged out and his elbows broken;

To have his kneecaps split and his body burned away
And hislimbs dl hacked and mangled, brave Sir Robin.

His head smashed in, and his heart cut out,

And hisliver removed, and his bowels unplugged,
And his nogtrils raped, and his bottom burned off,
And his penis split ... and his....

ROBIN
Er, That's ... That's enough music for awhile, lads.
It Looks as though like there's dirty work afoot.

SINGERS
Brave, Sr Rab ...

ROBIN
Shut up.

They have ridden past the following dgns, dl in triplicate-
| CAMELOT 43 CERTAIN DEATH I |

| CAMELOT 43 CERTAIN DEATH | |
| CAMELOT 43 CERTAIN DEATH | |

| BEWARE GO BACK DEAD PEOPLE ONLY |
| BEWARE GO BACK DEAD PEOPLE ONLY |
| BEWARE GO BACK DEAD PEOPLE ONLY |
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12 EXTERIOR - GLADE - DAY

They now passthree KNIGHTS impaed to atree. With their feet off the
ground, with one lance through the lot of them, they are skewered up
like a barbecue.

Then they pass three KNIGHTS gtting on the ground with one enormous
axe through their skulls. They look timorous.

| Then ahuge tree is absolutely packed with MAIDENS tied to it. They dl look
| fed up. SSIR ROBIN calls out cheerfully as he passes.

I
| ROBIN

| Morning.

I
| ONE LADY

| Bye.
I

SIR ROBIN rides on alittle way with the music building up enormous
and terrifying tenson, until suddenly there sanding before himisan
enormous THREE-HEADED KNIGHT.

THREE HEADS
Hdt! Who art thou?

SINGERS
Heisbrave Sir Robin, brave Sr Rohin, who ...

ROBIN
(to SINGERYS)
Shut up. Oh, nobody redly. just passing through.

THREE HEADS
What do you want?

SINGERS
Tofight and ...

ROBIN
Shut up. Nothing redly. just to pass through, good Sir knight.

THREE HEADS

I'm afraid not.
| Thisis my bit of the forest. Find your own bit.
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ROBIN
| am aKnight of King Arthur's Round Table.
| 1 seek the Holy Grall - Stand aside and let me pass.

THREE HEADS
You are aKnight of the Round Table?

ROBIN
| am.

>From now on the THREE HEADS spesk individually.

SECOND HEAD
Shit.

FIRST HEAD
Intha case | shdl haveto kill you.

SECOND HEAD
Shdl 1?

THIRD HEAD
Oh, | don't think so.

SECOND HEAD
I'm not sure.

MIDDLE HEAD

(to FIRST)
What do | think?

LEFT HEAD

| think kill him.

I

| SECOND HEAD

[ 'm il not sure.

I

| THIRD HEAD

| All right. How many of methink | should kill him?

I
| FIRST HEAD

| I do.

I
| THIRD HEAD

| One.
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I
| SECOND HEAD

| That's not a quorum.

I

| FIRST HEAD

[ 1tisif I'm the Chairman.
I

| THIRD HEAD

| Oo, it's not.

I

| SECOND HEAD

| I'm the Chairman this week.
I

| FIRST HEAD

| You're not.

I

| SECOND HEAD

| Look, it'll makeit much smpler if | vote with me,
I

| THIRD HEAD

| Tokill him.

I

| SECOND HEAD

| Yeah.

I

| THIRD HEAD

| (tuts)

| Oh, damn.

I

| FIRST HEAD

| (to SIR ROBIN)

| Knight, | have decided to kill you.
I

| THIRD HEAD

| With one absenting.

I

| FIRST HEAD

| Knight, | have decided to kill you with one absenting.
I

| THIRD HEAD

| (to SIR ROBIN)

| Sorry about thisbut | have to befair.

I

| ROBIN

| Oh, that's dl right. So you are going to kill me with your big axe.
I
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| FIRST HEAD
| Er no, with my sword.

I
| SECOND HEAD

| Dagger.

|

| THIRD HEAD

| Mace is quicker.

I

| FIRST HEAD

| No, no, the sword, it's easier.

| THIRD HEAD
| He said axe.

I
| ROBIN

| Look, hurry up six eyes, or | shdl cut your head off.

I
| THIRD HEAD

| (to SIR ROBIN, referring to FIRST HEAD)
| For God's sake, CUT that one off, and do us all afavor.

I
| FIRST HEAD

| What do you mean?

I
| THIRD HEAD

| Yapping on dl thetime,

I
| SECOND HEAD
| You're lucky, you're nat next to him.

I
| THIRD HEAD

| What do you mean?

I
| SECOND HEAD

| You snore.

I
| THIRD HEAD

| Oo, lies. Anyway, you've got bad bregth.

I

| SECOND HEAD
| (aspirating heavily)
|1 haven't.

I
| Both THIRD and FIRST HEADS turn away dightly, making faces.
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| SECOND HEAD

| 1t's not my fault. It'swhat you both est.

I

| FIRST HEAD

| Look, stop this bitching. We've got a knight to kill.

I

| SECOND HEAD

| He's buggered off.

I

| THIRD HEAD

| So he has. He's scampered.
I

| FIRST HEAD

| That'sdl your fault.

I

| THIRD HEAD

| No, it's not.

I

| FIRST HEAD

| (swipes a himsdif)
| Take that.

I

| SECOND HEAD
| Ow.

I

| FIRST HEAD

| I'm sorry.

I

| THIRD HEAD

| 'Ere, stop it. I'll teach you.

I

| The BODY gartslaying into itsdf with sword and mace, while the HEADS
| argue and shout with pain. We PAN gently across to the MAIDENS on thelr
| tree. They are till very fed up.

I

| MAIDEN

| I suppose we're lucky he's only got three heads.

I

| LOVELY

| Chance would be afine thing.
+

+ THIRD HEAD

+ Oh! let'sbe niceto him.
+

+ FIRST HEAD

+ Oh shut up.
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+

+ ROBIN

+ Perhaps | could ...

+

+ FIRST HEAD

+ Oh! quick! get the siword out | want to cut his head off.
+

+ THIRD HEAD

+ Oh, cut your own head off.

+

+ SECOND HEAD

+Yes- dousdl afavor.

+

+ FIRST HEAD

+ What?

+

+ THIRD HEAD

+ Yagpping on dl thetime.

+

+ SECOND HEAD

+ Youre lucky, you're not next to him.

+

+ THIRD HEAD

+ What do you mean?

+

+ SECOND HEAD

+ You snore.

+

+ THIRD HEAD

+ Ooh, liesl anyway you've got bad bresth.
+

+ SECOND HEAD

+ Wl only because you don't brush my teeth ...
+

+ THIRD HEAD

+ Oh! stop bickering and let's go and have tea and biscuits.
+

+ FIRST HEAD

+ All right! All right! Well kill him first and then have tea.and biscuits.
+

+ SECOND HEAD

+Yes.

+

+ THIRD HEAD

+ Oh! not hiscuits ...
+
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+ FIRST HEAD

+ All right! All right! not biscuits - but lets kill him anyway ...

+

+ WIDE-SHOT THE 3-HEADED KNIGHT isdone.
+

+ SECOND HEAD

+ He's buggered off!

+

+ THIRD HEAD
+ S0 he hasl He's scampered.

13EXTERIOR - GLADE - DAY

Quick sequence of SIR ROBIN. The musicisjolly and bright, asif

triumphant. ROBIN isnot a dl happy with the lyrics.

SINGERS
Brave Sir Robin ran away.

ROBIN
| didn'.

SINGERS
Bravely ran awvay, awvay.

ROBIN
No, no, no.

SINGERS

When danger reared its ugly head,
He bravely turned histail and fled
Y es, Brave Sir Robin turned about
And gdlantly he chickened out
Bravely taking to his fet

He beat avery brave retreat
Bravest of the brave Sir Robin
Petrified of being dead

Soiled his pants then brave Sir Robin
Turned away and fled.

They disappear into distance.
ANIMATION: "The Tde Of Sir Gdahad"

14 EXTERIOR - STORM - FOREST - DUSK
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Asthe sorm rages we pick up GALAHAD forcing hisway through brambles
and over dippery rocks. Progressis hard. He pauses and at this
moment we hear the howling of wolves GALAHAD turns, then hurries
onward even more urgently. Another louder, closer howl isherd and
GALAHAD sumbles and fdls heavily. Though obvioudy injured he
bravely struggles forward alittle and regains his feet reacting with

pain. More louder closer howling. He grips his sword vdiantly and as
he glances around a flash of lightning reveds the slhouette of a

huge terrifying castle, perhaps looking rather derdlict. He makes up
hismind in an ingant and sumbles manfully toward it. More louder
howling. He reaches the forbidding and enormous doors of the castle
and beats on the doors with the handle of his sword, looking over his
shoulder the while. Pause. He bests again, shouting:

GALAHAD

Open. Open the doors. In the name of King Arthur. Open the doors.
|1 am Sir Galahad, aknight of the Round Table.

I

| Some suitable noises are herd inside.

I
|1 am on aquest for the Holy Grail. | seek shelter.

Some rétling chainy noises come from ingde with huge bolts being
drawn. The wolves howling is very close. Asthe door creaks open
GALAHAD gepsquickly indde. 15 INTERIOR - CASTLE - NIGHT

>From indde we see GALAHAD enter, wiping the rain from his eyes, and
turn as the door crashes behind him. GALAHAD turns to the door
reacting to the fact he is trapped.

ZOQT (OUT OF VISION)
Helol

GALAHAD turns back. We see from his POV thelovely ZOOT standing by
him smiling enchantingly and a number of equdly delectable GIRLIES

draped around in the seductively poulticed room. They look a him

amilingly and wave.

GIRLIES
Hdlo!

ZOOT
Wecome, gentle Sir knight, welcome to the Castle Anthrax.

GALAHAD
The Cadlle Anthrax?
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ZOQT Yes. It'snot avery good name, isit? But we are nice and we
shall attend to your every ... every need!

GALAHAD
Er ..
+ You are the keepers of the Holy Grail?

ZOOT
The what? But you are tired and you must rest awhile. Midget! Crapper!

MIDGET AND CRAPPER
Yes, O Zoot?

ZOOT
Prepare a bed for our guest.

MIDGET AND CRAPPER
(groveling with ddlight)
Oh thank you, Zoot, thark you, thank you.

ZOOT

Away varletesses!

(to GALAHAD)

The beds here are warm and soft and very, very big.

GALAHAD
Wdl, look er, | ...

ZOOT
Whét is your name, handsome knight?

GALAHAD
Er ... Sr Gdahad... the Chaste.

ZOOT

Mineis Zoot. Just Zoot

(she isvery close to him for amoment)
But come.

She turns away and leads him towards a door leading to a corner
leading to the bedchamber

GALAHAD
Wil Look, I'm afraid | redly ought to be....
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Z00T
Sr Galahad!!

Thereisagasp from the other GIRLS

ZOOT
Y ou would not be so ungdlant as to refuse our hospitality.

GALAHAD looks at the other GIRLS. They are clearly on the verge of
being offended.

GALAHAD
Wdll ...

ZOOT

(she moves off and GALAHAD unwillingly follows) I'm afraid our

life must seem very dull and quiet compared to yours. We are but
eightscore young blondes, dl between sixteen and nineteenand-a- hdlf,
cut off in this castle, with no one to protect us. Oooh. Itisa

londy life ... bathing ... dressing ... undressing ... making

exciting underwear.....

They reach the end of the corridor and enter the bedchamber.
ZOQT turns

ZOOT

We are just not used to handsome knights ...
(she natices him limping)

But you are wounded!

GALAHAD
No, It's nothing!

ZOOT
Y ou must see the doctorsimmediately.

(sheclgps again)

You must lie down.

She amost forces him to lie on the bed as PIGLET and WINSTON enter
the room. They are equally beautiful and dressed exaticdly. They
approach GALAHAD.

PIGLET
Wedl, what seems to be the trouble?

GALAHAD
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They're doctors?

ZOOT
They have abasc medicd training, yes. Now you must try to
rest. Dr. Wington! Dr. Piglet! Practice your art!!

WINSTON
Try toreax.

GALAHAD
No look, redly, thisisn't nescess....

PIGLET
We mug examine youl.

GALAHAD
Theré's nothing wrong with ... that.

PIGLET

(dightly irriteted)
Please ... we are doctors.

ZOOT reappears. GALAHAD triesfor one brief moment to relax. Then
there is a sharp boing from the lower part of his armor. WINSTON
glances quickly in the gppropriate direction as GALAHAD sits up and
darts getting off the bed and collecting his armor, saying:

GALAHAD
No, no, this cannot be. | am sworn to chadtity!

PIGLET
Back to your bed! At oncel

GALAHAD
I'm sorry, | must go.

GALAHAD hurries to the door and pushes through it. As he leaves the
room we CUT TO the reverse to show that heisnow in aroom full of
bathing and romping GIRLIES, al innocent, wide-eyed and

beautiful. They smile enchantingly a him as he tries to kegp waking
without being diverted by the lovely sights assaulting his

eyebals. He nods to them iffly once or twice and then hiseye

catches aparticularly sunning YOUNG LADY . He visibly gulps with
repressed emotion and cannot resist saying:
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| GALAHAD

| Good evening ... Ah, Zoot! Er ...

I

| DINGO

| No, I am Zoot's identical twin sSter, Dingo.

I

| GALAHAD

| Oh. Wdll, I'm sorry, but | must leave immediately.
I

| DINGO

| (very dramaticaly)

| No! Oh, no! Bad ... bad Zoot.

I

| GALAHAD

| Er, why?

I

| DINGO

| She has been lying again ... she told us you had promised to
| stay for ever!

I

| GALAHAD

| Oh!

+

+ GALAHAD

+ Oh ... will you excuse me?

+

+ DINGO

+ Where are you going?

+

+ GALAHAD

+ | have seen the Grail! | have seen it - herein this castle!
+

+ DINGO

+ No! Oh, no! Bad ... bad Zoot!

+

+ GALAHAD

+What isit?

+

+ DINGO

+ Bad, wicked, naughty Zoot! She has been setting fire to our beacon, which -
+ | have just remembered - isgrail-shaped ... It isnot the firgt time weve
+ had this problem.

+

+ GALAHAD

+ It'snot the red Grail?

+
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+
DINGO

Wicked wicked Zoot ... she is a bad person and she must pay the

pendty. And herein Castle Anthrax, we have but one punishment
... you must tie her down on abed ... and spank her. Come!

GIRLS
A spanking! A spanking!

DINGO
Y ou must spank her well and after you have spanked her you may
ded with her asyou like and then ... spank me.

AMAZING
And spank me!

STUNNER
And me

LOVELY
And me.

DINGO
Yes, yes, you must give us al agood spanking!

GIRLS
A spanking. A spanking. There is going to be a spanking tonight.

DINGO
And after the spanking ... the oral sex.

GALAHAD
Oh, dear! Wdll, I...

GIRLS
Theora sex ... Theord sex.

GALAHAD
Well, | suppose | could stay aBIT longer.

At this moment there isa commotion behind and SSIR LAUNCELOT and
CONCORD, possibly plus GAWAIN, burst into the bathing area with swords
drawn and form themsdaves round SSIR GALAHAD threatening the GIRLS,

LAUNCELOT
Sr Gaahad!
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GALAHAD
Oh...hdlo...

LAUNCELOT
Quick!

GALAHAD
Why?

LAUNCELOT
You arein grest peril.

DINGO
No heisn't

LAUNCELOT
Silence! Fou temptress!

GALAHAD
Well, she'sgot a point.

LAUNCELOT
WEell cover your escape!

GALAHAD
Look - I'm find

GIRLS
Sr Gaahad!

He threatens DINGO.

GALAHAD
No. Look, | can tackle thislot sngle-handed!

GIRLS
Yes, yes, let him Tackle us Sngle-handed!

LAUNCELOT
Come Sir Galahad, quickly!

GALAHAD
No, redly, | can cope. | can handle thislot easly!

DINGO
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Yes et him handle us easlly.

LAUNCELOT
No sir. Quick!

He garts pulling GALAHAD away.

GALAHAD
No, please. Please! | can defeat them! There's only ahundred.

GIRLS
He will beat us easily. We haven't a chance.

DINGO
Oh shit!

By now LAUNCELOT and CONCORDE have hustled GALAHAD out of the bathing

areaand are running through the outside door.

LAUNCELOT
We werein the nick of time. Y ou were in greet peril.

GALAHAD
(dragging his feet somewhat)
| don't think | was.

LAUNCELOT
You were, Sir Gaahad, Y ou werein terrible peril.

GALAHAD
Look, let me go back in there and face the peril?

LAUNCELOT
It'stoo perilous.

They are right outside the castle by now.

GALAHAD
Look, it's my duty as aknight to try and sample as much peril as| can.

LAUNCELOT
No, no, we mugt find the Gralil.

The thunderstorm is over. A bunch (sc) of PAGES are tethered to a

tree with more MEN waiting. Thelr tethers are untied and the PAGES
dart banging away with their coconuts. GALAHAD is swept dong with
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them as they ride off.

GALAHAD
Oh, let me go and have abit of peril?

LAUNCELOT
No. It'sunhedthy.

GALAHAD
... | Bet you're gay.

LAUNCELOT
No, I'm not.

GAWAIN or CONCORDE gives aknowing glance at LAUNCELQOT. VOICE comesin
as
they ride off.

VOICE OVER

Sr Launcelot had saved Gaahad from amost certain

temptation but they were il log, far from the god of their search

for the Holy Grail. Only Bedevere and King Arthur himsdlf, riding day
and night, had made any progress.

16 ANIMATION/LIVE ACTION

ARTHUR and BEDEVERE in the depths of adark forest with an old blind
SOOTHSAYER. Heliesin a broken down old woodsman's hut.

ARTHUR
And this"Enchanter” of whom you spesk, he has seen the grail?

The SOOTHSAYER laughs forbiddingly, adding to the general spookiness
of this encounter.

ARTHUR

Where does he live?

(he stares into the blind eyes of the OLD MAN)
Old man ... wheredoes helive ...

SOOTHSAYER
He knows of acave ... acave which no man has entered.

ARTHUR
And ... the Gral ... The Grall isthere?
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The BLIND MAN laughs again to himsdf.

SOOTHSAYER
There is much danger ... for beyond the cave lies the Gorge
of Eterna Peril which no man has ever crossed.

ARTHUR
But the Grall ... whereisthe Grail!?

SOOTHSAYER
Seek you the Bridge of Death ...

ARTHUR
The Bridge of Death? ... which leads to the Grail ?

The OLD MAN laughs snisterly and mockingly. They look down and heis
gone. They stand up. Suddenly behind themisanoise. They turn

sharply in the door of thelittle hut isa cat. It miaows and is

gone. They dowly back out of the hut. As they touch the doorposts

they just flake away into dust. The whole hut isrotten. It collapses

Spooky music. They are thoroughly shaken, and they begin to hear
noises of people moving in the forest around them. They start to back
cautioudy away from the hut, suddenly there is heavy footfdl behind
them. They turn in fear and:

Sudden CUT TO BIG CLOSE-UP of afrightening black-browed evil face.

TALL KNIGHT OF NI
Ni!

ARTHUR and BEDEVERE recoil in abject fear. PATSY rears up with coconuts.

ARTHUR
(to PATSY)

Easy ... boy, easy ...

ARTHUR peersinto the darkness.
Who are you?

SIX VOICES FROM DARKNESS
NI! ... Peng! ... Neeee ... Wom!

An extreordinary TALL KNIGHT in dl black (possbly John with Mike on
his shoulders) walks out from the dark trees. Heis extremely fierce
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and gruesome countenance. He walks towards KING ARTHUR and PATSY, who
are wazzing like mad. (Sdopian dang, meaning very scared. dmost to

the point of wetting onesdlf, e.g. before an important football match

or prior to a postering. Salopian dang meaning a beeting by the

school pragposters. Sorry about the Saopian dant to this stage

direction - Ed.)

ARTHUR

(wazzed iff)

Who are you?

TALL KNIGHT

We are the Knights Who Say "Ni"!

BEDEVERE
No! Not the Knights Who Say "Ni"!

TALL KNIGHT
The same

ARTHUR
Who are they?

TALL KNIGHT
We are the keepers of the sacred words. NI ... Peng ... and Neee
.. Wom!

BEDEVERE
Those who hear them seddom liveto tdl the tale.

TALL KNIGHT
The Knights Who Say "Ni"! demand a sacrifice.

ARTHUR

(tothe TALL KNIGHT)

Knights Who Say "Ni" ... we are but smple travelers. We seek the
Enchanter who lives beyond this wood and who ...

TALL KNIGHT
NI!

ARTHUR
(recailing)
On!

TALL KNIGHT
NIT NI
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ARTHUR
(he cowersin fear)
Oh!

TALL KNIGHT
We shdl say Ni! again to you if you do not appease us.

ARTHUR
All right! What do you want?

TALL KNIGHT
Wewant ... ashrubbery!

ARTHUR
A what?

TALL KNIGHT
Ni! Ni! Ni ... Peng ... Nee ... Wum!

The PAGES rear and snort and rattle their coconuts.

ARTHUR
All right! All right! ... No more, please. We will find you a shrubbery ...

TALL KNIGHT
Y ou must return here with a shrubbery or ese ... you shdl not pass
through thiswood dive!

ARTHUR
Thanks you, Knights Who Say Ni! You are fair and just. We will return
with a shrubbery.

TALL KNIGHT
Onethat looks nice.

ARTHUR
Of course.

TALL KNIGHT
And not too expensive.

ARTHUR
Yes...

TALL KNIGHT
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Now - go!
ARTHUR and BEDEVERE turn and ride off.

OTHER KNIGHTS
Ni! Ni!

Shouts of "Ni" and "Peng" ring behind them.

17 EXTERIOR - DAY

CUT BACK TO the HISTORIAN lying in the glade. His WIFE, who has been
kneeling beside him, rises astwo POLICE PATROLMEN enter the

gade. They bend over her HUSBAND. One takes out a notebook.

CUT TO and animated title - "The Tde of Sr Launceot”

18 INTERIOR - PRINCE'SROOM IN CASTLE - DAY

A young, quite embarrassingly unatractive PRINCE is gazing out of a
castlewindow. His FATHER stands beside him. Heis dso looking
out. The PRINCE wears along white undershirt (like a night shirt).

FATHER
Oneday, lad, dl thiswill beyours...

PRINCE
What - the curtains?

FATHER

No! Not the curtains, lad ... All that ...

(indicates the vista from the window)

al that you can see, stretched out over the hills and
valeys ... asfar as the eye can see and beyond ...
that'll be your kingdom, lad.

PRINCE
But, Mother ...

FATHER
Father, lad.

PRINCE
But, Father, | don't redly want any of that.

FATHER
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Ligen, lad, | built this kingdom up from nothing. All | had when |
started was swamp ... other kings said | was daft to build a castle on
aswamp, but | built it dl the same. ... just to show 'em. It sank

into the swamp. So | built a another one ... that sank into the
swamp. | built another one ... That fel over and THEN sank into the
swamp .... So | built another ... and that stayed up. ... And that's
what your gonna get, lad: the most powerful kingdom in thisidand.

PRINCE
But | don't want any of that, I'd rather ...

FATHER
Rather what?

PRINCE
I'd rather ... just ... Sing ...

MUSIC INTRO

FATHER
Y ou're not going to do a song while I'm here!

Music stops.

Ligten, lad, in twenty minutes you're going to be married to agirl
whose father owns the biggest tracts of open land in Britain.

PRINCE
| don't want land.

FATHER
Ligen, Alice...

PRINCE
Herbert.

FATHER
Herbert ... We built this castle on a bloody swamp, we need dl the land we
can get.

PRINCE
But | don't like her.

FATHER

Dont like her? What's wrong with her? She's beautiful
... she'srich ... she'sgot huge tracts of land ...
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PRINCE
| know ... but ... | want the girl that | marry to have.... a
certain ... specid ... something ...

MUSIC INTO FOR song.

FATHER
Cut that out!

Music cuts off doruptly.
Y ou're marrying Princess Lucky, so you'd better get used to the idea! Guards!

TWO GUARDS enter and stand to attention on either sde of the door
One of them has hiccoughs and does so throughouit.

FATHER
Make sure the Prince doesn't leave this room until | come and get him.

FIRST GUARD
Not ... to leave the room ... even if you come and get him.

FATHER
No. Until I come and get him.

SECOND GUARD
Hic.

FIRST GUARD
Until you come and get him, were not to enter the room.

FATHER
No ... You stay in the room and make sure he doesn't leave.

HRST GUARD
... and you'll come and get him.

SECOND GUARD
Hic.

FATHER
That's Right.

HRST GUARD
We don't need to do anything, gpart from just siop him entering the room.
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FATHER
Leaving the room.

FIRST GUARD
Leaving theroom ... yes.

FATHER
Got it?

SECOND GUARD
Hic.

FARTHER makesto leave.

FIRST GUARD
Er..if..we..e..

FATHER
Yes?

HRST GUARD
If we...er...
(trying to remember what he was going to say)

FATHER
Look, it'ssmple. Just stay here and make sure he doesn't leave the room.

SECOND GUARD
Hic.

FATHER
Right?

FIRST GUARD
Oh, | remember ... can he.... er ... can he leave the room with us?

FATHER
(carefully)
NO .... keep himin here ... and make sure he doesnt ...

FIRST GUARD
Oh, yed well keep him in here, obvioudy. But if he had
to leave and we were with him.

FATHER
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NO ... just keep him in here.

HRST GUARD
Until you, or anyoned<se....

FATHER
No, not anyone ese - just me.

FRST GUARD
Just you ...

SECOND GUARD
Hic.

FIRST GUARD
Get back.

FATHER
Right.

FIRST GUARD
Okay. Fine. Well remain here until you get back.

FATHER
And make sure he doesn't leave.

FIRST GUARD
What?

FATHER
Make sure he doesn't leave.

FIRST GUARD
ThePrince... ?

FATHER
Yes... makesure ...

FIRST GUARD
Ohyes, of coursa! | thought you meant him!

(he paints to the other GUARD and laughs to himsdlf)
Y ou know it seemed a bit daft me havin' to guard him when hesaguard ...

FATHER
Isthat clear?
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SECOND GUARD
Hic.

FIRST GUARD
Oh, yes. That's quite clear. No problems.

FATHER pulls open the door and makes to leave the room. The GUARDS follow.

FATHER
(to the GUARDYS)
Where are you going?

HRST GUARD
We're coming with you.

FATHER
No, | want you to stay here and make sure he doesn't leave the
room until | get back.

FIRST GUARD
Oh, | see, Right.

They take up positions on either side of the door.

PRINCE
But, Father.

FATHER
Shut your noise, you, and get that suit on!

He points to awedding suit on atable or chair. FATHER throws one
last look at the BOY and turns, goes out and dams the door.

The PRINCE dumps onto window set, looking forlornly out of the
window. MUSIC INTRO to song ...

The door flies open, the music cuts off and FATHER pokes hishead in.

FATHER
And no Snging!

SECOND GUARD
Hic.

FATHER
(ashe goesout.)
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Go and have adrink of water.

FATHER dams the door again. The GUARDS take up their positions. The
SON gazes out of thewindow again ... Sghs.... thinks ... athought
grikeshim ... he gets up, crosses to his desk and scribbles a quick

note and impalesit on an arrow ... takes abow down from the wall

... and fires the arrow out of the window.

He looks wetly defiant a the GUARDS, who smile plessantly.
15 EXTERIOR - A FOREST - DAY

CUT TO the middle of the forest. SR LAUNCELOT isriding dong with a
trusty servant, CONCORDE.

LAUNCELOT
And..over..wego!

He strides over abig tree trunk ... his"horse" does run and jump ...
LAUNCELOT

(enthusadticdly)

Wél| taken, Concorde!

CONCORDE
Thank you, sir, most kind ...

LAUNCELOT
And another!

CONCORDE misses a beat.

Steady! Good ... and the last one ...

CONCORDE does the run-up with the coconuts. He does the break for the
leap ... thereisathwack. IR LAUNCELOT iswaiting for the horse to
land.

CONCORDE
Message for you, Sir.

Hefdls forward reveding the arrow with the note.

LAUNCELOT
Concorde - speak to me.
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He realizes he might be in danger and so startsto crawl off ... when
he notices the note. He takes it out and readsiit.

LAUNCELOT

(reading) "To whoever finds this note - | have been

imprisoned by my father who wishes me to marry againgt my will. Please
please please please come and rescue me. | am in the tall tower of
Swamp Castle."

SIR LAUNCELOT's eyes light up with holy inspiration.

LAUNCELOT

Atlag! A cal! A cry of distress ...

(he draws his sword, and turns to CONCORDE)

Concorde! Brave, Concorde ... you shdl not have died in vain!

CONCORDE
I'm not quite dead, gir ...

LAUNCELOT
(alittle deflated)

Oh, well ... er brave Concorde! Y ou shdl not have been fatdly
wounded in van!

CONCORDE
| think | could pull through, Sr.

LAUNCELOT
Good Concorde ... stay here and rest awhile.

He makesto legp off dramatically.

CONCORDE
| think I'll be dl right to come with you, Sr.

LAUNCELOT
| will send help, brave friend, as soon as| have
accomplished this most daring, desperate adventure in this genre.

CONCORDE
Redly, | fed fing, gr.

LAUNCELOT
Farewd |, Concorde!

CONCORDE
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It just seemsslly ... melying here.

SIR LAUNCELOT plunges off into the forest.

20 EXTERIOR - CASTLE GATEWAY - DAY

Two hanging banners one each sde of the gate with the monogram: "H & L".
TWO SENTRIES with spears ... dightly weddingly ... red ribbons on

their right spears. We can hear from inside revelry and celebration
music.

We hear LAUNCELOT'sfootsteps. The TWO SENTRIES are watching him. One
of them raises his hand.

I
| FIRST SENTRY

| Halt, friend ...
I

LAUNCELOT legpsinto SHOT with amighty cry and runs the GUARD through
and hacks him to the floor. Blood. Swashbuckling music
(perhaps). LAUNCELQOT races through into the castle screaming.

SECOND SENTRY
Hey!

He looks down at his mutilated comrade.
21 EXTERIOR - DAY
CUT TO indde of the castle grounds or courtyard.

in the sunlight beautifully dressed WEDDING GUESTS are
arriving. Converging on adoorway. A country dance in progress.

SIR LAUNCELOT rushes towards them.

CUT TO HAND-HELD CLOSE-UPS as he charges through the crowd, hacking
right and left ala Errol Hynn a al who come in hisway.

He fights hisway through the country dance. Blood. Shrieks. Bemused
looks of GUESTS - not horror so much as uncomprehending surprise.

Possbly Errol Flynn music.
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One COUNTRY DANCER isl€ft holding just a hand.

Right and left the GUESTS crumple in pools of blood as he fights his
waly through the door and into the main hdl.

22 INTERIOR - DAY

CUT TO interior of main hal. Sound of busy preparations. MEN setting
up huge hogsheads of wine. MEN putting up last minute flower
arrangements. COOK S bearing huge trays of food, pies, suckling pigs, a
swan, boar's head, etc.

The BRIDE being dressed by severd ATTENDANTS. FATHER ordering
SERVANTS around - organizing the STEWARDS €tc.

SIR LAUNCELOQT burgs through the middle of them, dashing heroicdly,
hacking, wounding and killing. Again fairly CLOSE-UP chaotic SHOTS. We
see GUESTS stagger back wounded - a COOK bites the dust, etc.

SIR LAUNCELOT eventualy reaches the aircase ... runs up it and into
asmal door.

23INTERIOR - DAY

CUT TO SIR LAUNCELOT running up spird staircase. He reaches the door
of the PRINCE's room. he flings it open.

FIRST GUARD
Ah! Now ... werenot allowed to ...

SIR LAUNCELOT runs him through, grabs his spear and stabs the other
guard who collgpsesin a hegp. Hiccoughs quietly.

SIR LAUNCELOT runs to the window and kned's down in front of the
PRINCE, averting his head.

LAUNCELOT

Oh, fair one, behold your humble servant, Sr Launcelot, from the
Court of Camelot. | have cometo takeyou ... (helooks up for the
fird time and hisvoice trails avay) away ... I'm terribly sorry ...

PRINCE
Y ou got my note!

LAUNCELOT
Wl ...yes...
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PRINCE
Y ou've come to rescue me?

LAUNCELOT
Wl ... yes... but | hadn't realized ...

PRINCE

(hiseyeslight up)

| knew that someone would come. | knew ... somewhere out there
... theremust be ...

MUSIC INTRO to song.

FATHER
(suddenly looking in the door)
Stop that!

Music cuts out.
FATHER sees SR LAUNCELOT dill knedling before his son.

FATHER
Who are you?

PRINCE
I'm ... your son ...

FATHER
Not you.

LAUNCELOT

(half standing sdf-conscioudy)
I'm ... er ... Sir Launcdot, Sr.

PRINCE
He's come to rescue me, father.

LAUNCELOT
(embarrassed)

Well, let's not jump to conclusions ...

FATHER
Did you kill dl those guards?

LAUNCELOT
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Yes... I'mvey sorry ...

FATHER
They cost fifty pounds each!

LAUNCELOT

Wil I'm redlly am most awfully sorry but | ... | can explain everything ...

PRINCE
Don't be afraid of him, Sir Launcelot. I've got arope here dl reedy ...

He throws arope out of the window whichistied to apillar in the
room. He looks rather pleased with himsdlf that he has got it dl

ready.

FATHER
You killed eight wedding guestsin al!

LAUNCELOT
Er, Wdll ... thething is.... | thought your son was aladly.

FATHER
| can understand that.

PRINCE
(haf out of the window)
Hurry, brave Sir Launcelot!

FATHER

(to his SON)

Shut up!

(to LAUNCELOQT)

You only killed the bride's father - thet'sal -

LAUNCELOT
Oh dear, | didn't redlly mean to...

FATHER
Didn't mean to? Y ou put your sword right through his heed!

LAUNCELOT
Gosh - Ishedl right?

FATHER
Y ou even kicked the bride in the chest! It's going to cost me a fortune!
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LAUNCELOT
| can explain ... | wasin thefores ... riding north from Camelot
... when | got this note.

FATHER
Camdot? Are you from Camelot?

The PRINCE's head peegps over the windowsllI.

PRINCE
Hurry!

LAUNCELOT
| am, gr. | am aKnight of King Arthur.

FATHER
'Mm ... very nice castle, Camelot ... very good pig country....

LAUNCELOT
Isit?

PRINCE (out of vison)
| am ready, Srr Launcelot.

FATHER
Do you want to come and have adrink?

LAUNCELOT
Oh ... that'sawfully nice,

PRINCE (OOV)
(loud and shill)

| am ready!

Asthey wak past the rope, the FATHER nonchdantly cuts with his
knife. There is no sound except after a pause adight squed from
very far away as the PRINCE makes contact with the ground.

LAUNCELOT
It'sjust that when I'm in this genre, | tend to get over-excited and
sart to leap around and wave my sword about ... and ...

FATHER
Oh, don't worry about thet ... Tell me ... doesn't Camelot own that
dretch of farmland up by the mountains?
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He puts his arm round LAUNCEL OT's shoulders as they go though the door.
24 INTERIOR - DAY

CUT TO the great hall. GUEST S wounded and bloody, are tending to the
dead and injured, sighs and groans, the PRINCESS in her white wedding
dressis holding her chest and coughing blood. People dabbing the

gans off her dress.

FATHER and SIR LAUNCELOT gart to walk down the grand
gaircase. Taking to each other.

One of the GUESTS notices and pointsto SIR LAUNCELOT.

GUEST
Thereheid

Asone man dl remaning able-bodied MEN look up and make for the
daircase, muttering angrily. SR LAUNCELOT grabs his sword.

FATHER
Hold it!

But it istoo lake. SIR LAUNCELOT cannot be stopped. With fearless
abandon he throws himsdlf into the CROWD and starts hacking and
dashing. He has carved quite a number up before the FATHER can stop
him and pulls him back onto the gairs. Renewed groans and cries.

FATHER

(shouting above noise)

Hold it! Please!

LAUNCELOT

Sorry! Sorry ...

(with bitter self reproach)

Thereyou See ... | just got excited again and | got carried away
... I'm ever so sorry.

(to the CROWD)

Sorry.

CROWD knedling round their wounded again. Moans etc.

GUEST
He'skilled the best man!

SECOND GUEST
(holding alimp WOMAN)

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com



MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL 76

Heskilled my auntie.

FATHER

No, please! Thisis supposed to be a happy occasion! Let's not bicker
and argue about who killed who ... We are here today to witness the
union of two young people in the joyful bond of the holy

wedlock. Unfortunately, one of them, my son Herbert, has just falen
to his degth.

Murmurs from CROWD; the BRIDE smiles with relief, coughs.

But | don't want to think I've not lost ason ... so much asgained a
daughter ...

Smattering of applause.
For, since the tragic death of her father ...

SHOUT FROM BACK
He's not quite dead!

FATHER
Since the fatal wounding of her father ...

SHOUT FROM BACK
| think He's getting better!

FATHER nods discreetly to a SOLDIER standing to one sde. The SOLDIER
dips off. FATHER's eyes watch him move round to where the voice came
from.

FATHER

For ... since her own father ... who ... when he seemed about to
recover ... suddenly felt theicy ... hand of death upon him.

A scuffle at the back.

SHOUT FROM BACK
Oh, he's died!

FATHER
| want his only daughter, from now onwards, to think of me as her old
dad ... inavery red and legdly binding sense.

Applause.

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com



MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL

And I'm sure sure ... that the merger ... er ... the union between the
Princess and the brave but dangerous Sir Launcelot of Camelot ...

LAUNCELOT
What?

Gasp from the CROWD.

CROWD
The dead Princel

Thereis CONCORDE holding "THE DEAD PRINCE" in hisams.

CONCORDE
He's not quite dead!

PRINCE
| fed much better.

FATHER
You fdl out of the Tal Tower you creep!

PRINCE
| was saved at the last minute.

FATHER
How?

PRINCE
Wwidl ... I'll tel you ...

MUSIC INTRO to song. CONCORDE stands the SON on his feet and adopts
cod "and now a number from my friend" pose.

FATHER
Not like that!

But the music doesn't sop and the CROWD gartsto sing.

CROWD
Hesgoing to tell.

FATHER
Shut up!

CROWD
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Hesgoing to tell ...

FATHER
(screaming)
Shut UP!

Asthe song darts the FATHER tries yelling at them and eventudly gives
up. SIR LAUNCELOT joins CONCORDE in the CROWD.

I

| LAUNCELOT

| We must escape. Quickly before the song.

I

| CONCORDE

| Come with me, Sr.

I
| LAUNCELOT
| You're not right for thisgenre ... | must escape more dramatically.

+

+ CONCORDE

+ Quickly, gr, come thisway!

+

+ LAUNCELOT

+ No! It'snot right for my idiom. | must escape more ... more ...
+

+ CONCORDE

+ Dramaticdly, sr?

+

+ LAUNCELOT

+ Dramdicaly.

+

CROWD

Hes going to tell

Hes going to tell

He's going to tell about his great escape.
Oh hefdl along long way

But he's here with us today

What awonderful ... escape.

CONCORDE goes. SIR LAUNCELOT runs back up the stairs, grabs a rope of
the wall and swings out over the heads of the CROWD in a swashbuckling
manner towards alarge window. He stops just short of the window and

isleft swing patheticaly back and forth.

+
+ LAUNCELOT
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+ Excuse me ... could somebody give me apush ...
+

25 EXTERIOR - A DESERTED VILLAGE - DUSK

Toothless old CRONE by the roadsde. ARTHUR and BEDEVERE and two PAGES
ride up and draw up dongside the CRONE.

ARTHUR
Is there anywhere where we could buy a shrubbery?

The OLD CRONE crosses hersalf with alook of stark terror.

CRONE
Who sent you?

ARTHUR
The Knights Who Say Ni!

CRONE

Aasagh!

(shelooks around in rear)

No! We have no shrubberies here.

BEDEVERE

Surely, there must be.

I

| ARTHUR redrains from threstening the LADY .
I

| ARTHUR

| (aside)

| 1t will be not good to argue. These Smple people are terrified of the
| Knights Who Say Ni!

I

| CRONE

| (she cowers)

| Ohhh!

I
| ARTHUR takes BEDEVERE further aside.

I
| ARTHUR

| Thereis only one way to get the information we warnt ...

I
| BEDEVERE

| Send her aletter from along way away?
I
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| ARTHUR

| Er, no ... no, we must ...

I

| BEDEVERE

| Tk to her in funny voices?
|

| ARTHUR

| (dightly crosdy)

| No ...

I

| BEDEVERE

| How about trying oursalvesto atree?

I

| ARTHUR

| (orittily)

| No. Our only hopeisto make her as afraid of us as sheis of the awful
| Knights Who Say Ni!

I

| BEDEVERE

| (sagely)
| Ah! Hit ourselves with abig rock ...

I
| He nods knowingly.

I

| ARTHUR

| (tolerantly but firmly)

| No. Nothing we do to ourselves will frighten her as much as what we can do
| to her ...

I

| BEDEVERE

| Ah!

I

| ARTHUR

| We must threaten to say "Ni"'!

I

| BEDEVERE

| (terror)

| Oh, no.

I

| They regpproach the OLD CRONE who is cowering more than ever.

|
ARTHUR

Ligten, old crone! Unless you tell us where we can buy a shrubbery, my
friend and | will ... wewill say "Ni!"

CRONE
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Do your worst!

| I have herd the Knights say "Ni"! in the night. | have herd the hideous
| Peng! and they have said "Nee-wum'! to my sster but gill | have not
| reveded ...

ARTHUR
Very wel, old crone. Since you will not assst us voluntarily
. "Ni"!

CRONE
No. Never. No shrubberies.

ARTHUR
Ni!

BEDEVERE
Nu!

ARTHUR
No. Ni! Morelikethis. "Ni"!

BEDEVERE
Ni, ni, ni!

ARTHUR
| It's not working.
You're not doing it properly. Ni!

BEDEVERE

Ni!

ARTHUR

Thet'sit. Ni! Ni!

A PASSER-BY on ahorseis observing them.

ROGER
Areyou saying "Ni" to that old woman?

ARTHUR
Erm, yes.

ROGER

Oh, what sad times are these when passing ruffians cansay "Ni" &
will to old ladies. There is a pestilence upon thisland! nothing is
sacred. Even those who arrange and design shrubberies are under
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consderable economic stress at this point in time.

ARTHUR
Did you say shrubberies?

ROGER
Y es. Shrubberies are my trade. | am a shrubber. My name is Roger the
Shrubber. | arrange, design, and sal shrubberies.

BEDEVERE
(rather aggressively, to ROGER)
Ni!

ARTHUR
No. No. No!
26 EXTERIOR - GLADE - DUSK

CUT TO the gladein the forest again.

ARTHUR
Oh, Knights of Ni, here is your shrubbery. May we go now?

TALL KNIGHT
That isagood shrubbery. | like the laures particularly - But there
isone smal problem.

ARTHUR
Whet is that?

TALL KNIGHT
We are now no longer the Knights Who Say Ni!

ONE KNIGHT
Ni!

OTHERS
Sl

ONE KNIGHT
(whispers)
Sorry.

TALL KNIGHT
We are now the Knights Who Go Neeeow ... wum ... ping!

OTHERS
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Ni!

OTHERS
Ni!

ONE KNIGHT
Peng!

OTHERS
Ni!

OTHERS
Sl Sh!

TALL KNIGHT
Therefore ... we are no longer contractualy bound by any agreements
previoudy entered into by the Knights Who Say Ni!

ONE KNIGHT
Ni!

ANOTHER
Peng!

ANOTHER
Sl

TALL KNIGHT

Shut up!

(to ARTHUR)

Therefore, we mugt give you atest, a Test to satisfy the Knights who
say Neeeow ... wum ... ping!

OTHERS
(terrific chorus)
Neeeow ... wum ... ping!

ARTHUR

What isthistest, Knights of N...
(can't say it)

... Recently Knights of Ni!

KNIGHT
Ni!

TALL KNIGHT
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Firgly. You must get us another shrubbery!

OTHER KNIGHTS
(half seen)
More shrubberies! More shrubberies for the ex-Knights of Ni!

ARTHUR
Not another shrubbery -

TALL KNIGHT

When you have found the shrubbery, place the shrubbery here, beside
this shrubbery ... only dightly higher, so you get atwo-leve effect
with a path through the middle.

OTHER KNIGHTS
A path! A little path for the late Knights of Ni!

Chorus of "Ni! Ni!"

TALL KNIGHT
When you have found the shrubbery, then you must cut down the
mightiest tree in the forest ... with aherring.

OTHER KNIGHTS
Yed With aherring! With aherring! Cut down with aherring!

ARTHUR
We shdl do no such thing ... let us pass

TALL KNIGHT
Oh, please!

ARTHUR
Cut down atree with a herring? It can't be done!

OTHER KNIGHTS
(they Al recail in horror)
Oh!

TALL KNIGHT
Don't say that word.

ARTHUR
What word?

TALL KNIGHT
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| cannot tell you. Suffice to say is one of the words the Knights of
Ni! cannot hear!

ARTHUR
How can we not say the word, if you don't tell uswhét it is?

TALL KNIGHT

(cringing in fear)
Yousadit agan!

ARTHUR

What, "is'?
TALL KNIGHT
(dismissvdy)

No, no ... not "is'!

OTHER KNIGHTS
Not "is'l Not "is"!

Suddenly singing is heard from deep in the forest.

SIR ROBIN'S SINGERS
Bravely good Sir Robin was not & dl afraid To have his eyeballs skewered ...

TALL KNIGHT

(irritated)
"Is" isdl right ... You wouldn't get far not saying "Is'!

BEDEVERE

My liege, it's Sr Robin!

TALL KNIGHT

(covering his ears)

Youve sad theword again!

SIR ROBIN and his SINGERS appear in the clearing. The SSINGERS are
going on chearfully as usud and ROBIN waksin front of them,
continually embarrassed at their presence.

SINGERS
... and his kidneys burnt and his nipples skewered off ...

ROBIN holds his hand up for slence.

ARTHUR
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Sr Robin!
He shakes his hand warmly.

ROBIN
My liege! It's good to have found you again ...

TALL KNIGHT
Now he's said the word!

ARTHUR
Where are you going good Sir Robin?

ROBIN'S SINGERS

(starting up again)
He was going home ... he was giving up, He was throwing in the sponge.

ROBIN

(to SINGERS)

Shutup! No...er..no..l..er...1..er .| catanly

wan't giving up ... | was actudly looking for the grall ... er thing
.. inthisforest.

ARTHUR
NO ... it lies beyond this forest.

TALL KNIGHT
Stop saying the word!

OTHER KNIGHTS
Stop saying the word! The word we cannot hear! Theword ...

ARTHUR
(losing his patience with the fearful KNIGHTS OF "NI")
Oh, stop it!

Terrific confuson amongst the KNIGHTS OF "NI", they rall on the
ground covering their ears. The TALL KNIGHT remains standing trying to
control hisMEN.

OTHER KNIGHTS
They'redl saying theword ...

TALL KNIGHT
Stop saying it. AAAArghh! ... I'vesadit ...
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OTHER KNIGHTS
Youvesad it! Aaaaarghhh! ... Welve said it ... Were dl saying it.

ARTHUR beckons to BEDEVERE and ROBIN and they pick their way through
the helpless KNIGHTS OF "NI" and away into the forest.

27 EXTERIOR - HISTORIAN'SGLADE - DAY

We CUT TO an dmogt sublimina shot of the HISTORIAN'S WIFE being
shown into a police car, which then roars off out of the glade

| CUT BACK to the forest. The Knights of "NI" are dowly recovering. they
I get up.

| TALL KNIGHT

| Well, At least We've got ONE shrubbery.

I

| OTHER KNIGHTS

| Yes, Yes... Weve Done very Wdll ... NI!

I

| TALL KNIGHT

| Ssh! | think somebody's coming. WEII get them to give us
| another shrubbery.

I

| OTHER KNIGHTS

| Good Idea. More shrubberies. As many as possible.

I
| Perhaps we start to TRACK BACK from the scene asthey go on talking.

I

| TALL KNIGHT

| What shdl we cal oursdvesthistime?

I

| KNIGHT

| How about "The knights of Nicky-Nicky"?

I

|28 EXTERIOR - DAY

I

| A Small group of PEASANTS are being shuffled into a group formetion, & the
| apparent direction of someone behind the camera. A Few coughs asthey
| shuffle together. amoment of silence. then they burdt into pleasant

| (méllifluous) sorg.

I

| Song: When the trees do blossom full

| and dl the hills are green

| Oh! Oh! We sing
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| hey! hey! We sing

| our count....ry Song...

I

| A hail of arrow hits them and they crumple up. sound of raucous laughter OFF
| CAMERA.

I

| CUT TO Reved afiring squad of ARCHERS knedling not ten feet awvay from the
| group of SINGERS.

I

| Sitting on the throne on adaisis KING BRIAN THE WILD. He is roaring with,

| and his court is dightly shabby - bearing dl the marks of afaded

| ichness. it is a court without women, and nobody does the washing or shaves

| very well. Perhaps there is washing however on the line over the cadtle.

| KING BRIAN'S ADVISERS stand around him. Everyone bears the signs of past
| injuries (Except for BRIAN himsdif) |.E. they have an arm in ading or head

| bandaged; all the people at court, except for BRIAN have their left arm

| missing (possibly the result of some violent edict afew years back)

I

| KING BRIAN

| HA! HA! HA! HA! HA! HO! HO! HO! HO! HA! HA! HA! HA! Oh! Very good! Next!
I

| FIRST ADVISER

| (aLittle uncomfortably - perhagpshisarmisin ading obvioudy giving him

| some pain) There are no more, Sir.

I

| KING BRIAN

| (grabbing him by the collar)

| What do'you mean you filthy dog!

I

| FIRST ADVISER

| There are no more close harmony groups in the kingdom, Sir.

I

| KING BRIAN

| No more close harmony groups!!!

I

| FIRST ADVISER

| We have scoured the kingdom.

I

| KING BRIAN

| (lifting him bodily into the air and breeking his arm again dightly)

| You Miserable worm! you wretch! Y ou Waking son of adunghill keeper!

| Guards!

I

| Two Rather shabby looking GUARDS approach. (as everyone else they aso have
| their left arms missng)
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| FIRST ADVISER

| have mercy your MAJESTY!

I

| KING BRIAN

| GUARDS! Take him away and suspend him by his nogtrils from the highest tree
| in the kingdom!

I

| The Guards grab him unmercifully and drag him off. he whines piteoudy.

I

[29 EXTERIOR - DAY

I

| CUT BACK to the glade where the KNIGHTS OF NI! were. A police car roars up.
| Two PLAINCLOTHES DETECTIVE and a CONSTABLE get out, look around
| suspicioudy, perhaps knedl and examine the ground. one POLICEMAN finds

| PATSY's shoe and the other finds a strange scientific instrument that was

| hanging from BEDEVERE.

I

| They nod grimly to each other. Climb back in the car and drive off.

I

[30 EXTERIOR - DAY

I

| Back in KING BRIAN's Court. the FIRST ADVISER has been dragged off. there
| are muffled screams coming from the nearby tree. the FIRST ADVISER isbeing
| hauled up it on pulleys.

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| Your Mgesty, | can Find you a Lute player, whose music is passing Swest.

I

| KING BRIAN

| 1t's not the same, Y ou thick-headed fool!

| (KING BRIAN hits him on the back of the heed. hefdls)

| Therés no fun in killing soloistd

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| (picking himsdlf up)

| He may have afriend...

I

| KING BRIAN

| GUARDS!

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| Oh Please your majesty! Pleasel!

I
| KING BRIAN

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com



MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL 90

| Take him away and tie his kidneys to the longest hedge in the kingdom!

I
| The GUARDS drag the ADVISER roughly away.

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| No!

| (heis dragged off screaming and protesting)

I

| KING BRIAN

| (roaring at the rest of the court)

| 1 will persondly disembowel the next little bastard who tells me that there
| are no more close harmony ...

I

| At this moment we hear faintly the sound of singing. KING BRIAN stopped to
| listen. The entire COURT turns thankfully towards the mdllifluous sounds.
|

| Were the knights of the round table

| our shows are formidable

| but many times we're given rhymes

| that are quite unsingable...

I
| KING BRIAN

| Wait aminute! Five point harmony with a counter-tenor lead!

I
| Various members of the COURT sigh and breathe more easily.

I

| CREEP

| Thank goodness.

I

| KING BRIAN

| Shut up!

| (punches him right on the end of the nose and shouts to the SECOND ADVISER)
| Oy you!

I
| SECOND ADVISER

| (doubled-up, Surrounded by soldiers busy with his somach)
| Yes, Y our mgjesty?

I

| KING BRIAN

| Go and get 'em!

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| (gratefully)

| Thank you sir!

| (He staggers off with some difficulty)
|
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| GUARD

| 'ere... Wed just started taking his kidneys out.

I

| CUT TO ARTHUR,BEDEVERE,GALAHAD and LANCELOT. (Garwin,thrstam,
Hecrot)

| plus dl their pages. there areriding dong snging cheerily.
I

| KNIGHTS

| We're baby mad and Camelot

| we nurse and push the pram alot

| in war we're tough and able

| quite indefetigable

| between our quests we sequin vests

| and dress like Betty gable

|it'sa..

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| HALT!

I

| SR GALAHAD

| Who are you who dares to hdt the knights of king Arthur's round table in
| mid-verse?

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| I bring greetings from the court of king Brian.

I

| SRLANCELOT

| King Brian the wild?

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| Some cal him that, but he's camed down alot recently.

I

| SR GALAHAD

| Are those Y OUR kidneys?

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| (covering his somach)

| No no... It's nothing - just aflesh wound.

| (The KNIGHTS look at each other)

| he has herd your beautiful melody; and wishes you to come to his court, that
| he may ligten at his ease ooh!

I

| SSRLANCELOT

| You must be joking!

| (general murmur or agreement from the other KNIGHTS,)
| Go to the court of king Brian the wild and sing close harmony!
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I
| OTHER KNIGHTS

| No fear etc.

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| (inincreasing pain)

| It need not be close harmony oooh agh!

I

| SR GALAHAD

| Ah but it would get round to close harmony, wouldnt it?

I
| SECOND ADVISER

| Not necessarily ... As | say king Brian is much more relaxed than he used to
| be.

I

| SR GALAHAD

| I mean could we just stick to one line of plainsong with a bit of Sraight
| chora work?

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| Well obvioudy hed prefer abit of cose harmony arghhh!
I

| KNIGHTS

| Ah! Thereyou are!

I

| SRLAUNCELOT

| Wed end unlike the Shalott Chora Society.

I
| SECOND ADVISER
| Oh that was an accident - honestly he's so calm now ohl

I
| ARTHUR

| No we must be on our way.

I
| They dtart off.

|

| SECOND ADVISER

| (by now lying on the ground & hislast gasp but il trying to sound

| threatening) If you don't come and sing for him ... ah ... kel drive ...
| oh ... iron spikes though your heads.

I
| KNIGHTS

| Ah! That sounds more like Brian the wild!
I

| SECOND ADVISER

| (looking helplesdy & his intestines)

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com



MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL

| He ... he ... fill getsirritable occasondly.
I

| SR GALAHAD

| Like with close harmony groups.

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| Ooh ... Look if you're scared ...

I

| SRLANCELOT

| Were not SCARED!

I
| SECOND ADVISER

| (With hislast ounce of strength)

| Very wel! King Brian chalenges your to Sng before him in close harmony!
I

| ARTHUR

| A chdlenge?

I

| The KNIGHTS look at each other rather taken aback but an idedlistic glow
| suffuses KING ARTHUR's eyes as he looks heaven-wards. The other KNIGHTS ook
| a him rather fearfully.

I

| ARTHUR

| (maestically)

| 1t isachalenge. We cannot refuse.

|

| SR GALAHAD

| King Brian's afucking loony.

I

| SECOND ADVISER

| Great!

| (dies)

I

| SR GALAHAD

| Areyou dl right?

I
| CUT TO KING BRIAN thewild on his dias. he seesthe KNIGHTS enter the arena.

I
| KING BRIAN

| Ah good!

I

| CUT TO TRUMPETERS who executes arather bad fanfare full of missed notes.
| meanwhile various SHOTS of preparation.

I
| KING BRIAN settling down.
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| KNIGHTS being led up to the podium. The last of the previous close harmony

| group is being loaded onto a cart and pushed away by the cart driver from

| scene tow (Perhaps we see him being paid off)

I

| SHOT of KING BRIAN on his podium and the HERALD being untied and having his
| gag removed.

I

| SHOT of ARTHUR and KNIGHTS getting into a group on the podium still rather

| nervous.

| The fanfare comes to an end, and severa wrong notes.

I
| KING BRIAN

| (who can't wait)

| RIGHT! Carry on gentleman.

I

| HERALD

| KING BRIAN SAYS CARRY ON!
I

| ARTHUR

| (whispering) .

| All right ... two tenor lines - I'll take the base.
I

| They dl nod.

I

| One... Two... Three...

I
| Sound of Bows being drown very near by.

I

| ARTHUR looks up and frowns.

I

| CUT to reved aline of twenty ARCHERS they al have their left leg missing,
| but they DO have

| two arms.

I
| Their arrows are drawn back and point directly &t ARTHUR & CO.

|

| ARTHUR

| Hold it! Err ... King Brian!
I

| HERALD

| (Louder than ever)

| ARTHUR OF CAMELOT ADDRESSES THEE OH MIGHTY KING BRIAN!
I

| KING BRIAN

| (truculently)

| What?
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I
| ARTHUR

| What are THEY For?

| (Indicates the archers)

I

| KING BRIAN

| Them?they're... just to show you where the audience would be.
I

| ARTHUR

| Well wed prefer to do it without an audience.

I
| KING BRIAN

| Oh you've GOT to have an AUDIENCE!

I

| HERALD

| KING BRIAN THE WISE AND GOOD RULER OF THISLAND SAYSYOU'VE
GOT TO

| HAVE AN AUDIENCE!

I

| ARTHUR

| Wed rather give aprivate recitd.

I

| HERALD

| THEY SAY THEY'D RATHER GIVE A PRIVATE RECITAL! O WISE GOOD AND
JUST

| KING BRIAN AND NOT THE LEAST BIT WILD!

I

| KING BRIAN

| (to himsdif)

| Turds...

I
| HE nods to the ARCHERS who turn and hop smartly off in step.

I

| ONE-LEGGED RSM

| Left ... Left ... Left, left, left, left

| Left ... Left ... Left, left, [eft, left.

I

| They hop round behind along fence and disappear from sght
| (Fence needs to be about 7 or 9 feet high)

I

| KING BRIAN

| Right! Ready when you are.
I

| HERALD

| KING BRIAN ISREADY!
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| ARTHUR

|And ... One... Two ... Three.... Four ...

I

| They arejust about to sing when the ARCHERS, bows read and arrows points,
| peep over the top of the fence.

I
|HOLD IT!

I

| SIR GAWAIN

| (Snging)

| We're

I

| Quick flash of ARCHERS sensed to fire, one tires to hold his shot back but
| fails and fires hisarrows by accident in the air.

I

| Quick flash of FIRST ADVISER who is hanging by his nodtrils fromthe
| highest tree in the kingdom, moaning, getting hit by the arrow.

I

| KING BRIAN

| Whet isit now?

I
| ARTHUR

| We're not entirely happy with the acoustics.

I

| HERALD

| THEY'RE NOT ENTIRELY HAPPY WITH...
I

| KING BRIAN

| (impatiently)

| Oh Sod the acoudticd Get on with the sSinging!

I
| HERALD

| KING BRIAN SAY S SOD THE ACOUSTICS!

I

| ARTHUR

| In that case we shdll just have to perform esawhere.

| (turnsto his knights and begins to usher them off)

I

| HERALD

| THEY SAY IN THAT CASE THEY SHALL HAVE TO PERFORM ELSEWHERE, O
RICH,

| FAMOUS AND EXTREMELY CALM KING!

I

| KING BRIAN

| (getting very angry and dribbling dightly)

| NO! you've GOT to sing on the target are - er - convert ... er ... thing ...
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I
| HERALD

| KING BRIAN HAS STUMBLED OVER HISWORDS! WHAT A WONDERFULLY
| HUMAN INCIDENT.

I

| KING BRIAN

| Don't editoridize!

I

| HERALD

| SORRY, KING.

I
| KING BRIAN

| Come on you bastards! Sing close harmony!

I

| KING BRIAN snaps his finders and the ARCHERS rise above the fence without
| any pretense it concedlment - fitting arrows into their bows.

I

| HERALD

| KING BRIAN CALLS THEM BASTARDS AND DEMANDS TO HEAD CLOSE
| HARMONY! WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT?

I

| KING BRIAN

| I said don't.

I

| HERALD

| Sorry, King.

I

| KING BRIAN

| Right! On the count of three ... one...

I

| HERALD

| THE KING'S SAID ONE!

I

| KING BRIAN

| Two!

I

| HERALD

| THE KING'S SAID TWO! THEY'VE ONLY GOT ONE LEFT!
I

| We hear the sound of bows being drawn back. Tenson mounts. the KNIGHTS
| al look pretty grim. The end is clearly pretty near.

I

| KING BRIAN

| (face in a paroxysm of blood-lust)

| Threel

I
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| HERALD
| THREE!

I
| Sound in the distance of beautiful close harmony singing

I
| "Bravely, good sir robin was not at dl afraid...”

I

| CUT TO see SIR ROBIN and his MINSTREL S approaching from round a corner of
| the castle. SIR ROBIN walks afew feet in from of the them looking rather

| embarrassed.

I
| KING BRIAN

| (turning to the sound)
| FANTASTIC!

I
| CUT BACK TO ROBIN'SMINSTRELS

I
| "To have his eyeballs skewered and hiskidneys ... argh!”

I
| They are suddenly pin-cushioned with arrows.

I
| KING BRIAN

| HAT HA! HA! HA! HO! HO! HO! HO! Oh bloody marvelous!
I

| ROBIN turns and looks at the decimated remains of his MINSTRELS, surprised
| but relieved.

I

| ARTHUR

| Sr Robin! thisway!

I

| ARTHUR leadsis MEN off the platform and they are joined by their PAGES and
| make good their escape.

I

| KING BRIAN

| HA! HA! HA! HA! HA! HA! HO! HO! HO! HO!

|

| HERALD

| KING BRIAN'S SHOT THE WRONG GROUP!

I

| KING BRIAN

| Shut up!

I

| HE swings his sword and dices the HERALD'S head off.

I

| HERALD'SHEAD

| (asit rollsaway)
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| PRESS FREEDOM INFRINGED!
I

28 EXTERIOR - BEYOND FOREST - DAY - ANIMATION

Shots of ARTHUR etc. Riding out of the forest. They leave the forest
and they meet LAUNCELOT and GALAHAD.

VOICE OVER

And so Arthur and Bedevere and Sir Robin set out on their search to
find the Enchanter of whom the old man had spoken in scene
twenty-four. Beyond the forest they met Launcelot and Galahad, and
there was much rgoicing.

29 EXTERIOR - ANOTHER LANDSCAPE - DAY - ANIMATION

VOICE OVER
In the frozen land of Nador, they were forced to eat Robin's minstrels
... And there was much rgoicing ... A year passed ...

MONTAGE of shots of the KNIGHTS,

Autumn changed into Winter ... Winter changed into Spring ... Spring
changed back into Autumn and Autumn gave Winter and Spring amiss and
went sraight on into Summer ... Until oneday ...

30 EXTERIOR - WASTES - DAY

The KNIGHTS are riding along the top of aridge. The country iswild
and inhospitable. Suddenly some of them seefire in the disance and

ride towards it. Asthey approach they see an impressve WIZARD figure
griding around conjuring up fire from the ground and causing various
bushes and branches to burst into flame,

ARTHUR
What manner of man are you that can conjure up fire without flint or tinder?

TIM
| am an enchanter.

ARTHUR looks & BEDEVERE.

ARTHUR
By what name are you known?

TIM
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There are some who cdl me Tim?

ARTHUR
Greetings Tim the Enchanter!

TIM
Greetings King Arthur.

ARTHUR
Y ou know my name?

TIM

| do.

(does another fire trick)
Y ou seek the Holy Gral.

ARTHUR

That isour quest. Y ou know much thet is hidden O Tim.

TIM
(does another fire trick)
Quite.

Ripple of applause from the KNIGHTS.

ARTHUR

Y es we seek the Holy Grall.
(dearsthroat very quietly)

Our quest isto find the Holy Grall.

ONE OR TWO KNIGHTS
Yesitis

ARTHUR
And so we're looking for it.

KNIGHTS
Yes, we are.

BEDEVERE
We have been for sometime.

KNIGHTS
Yes

ROBIN
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Months.

ARTHUR
Yes... and obvioudy any helpwe get is ... isvery ... hdpful.

GALAHAD
Do you know whereit ...

TIM does another fire trick.

ALL OTHER KNIGHTS
Sssshl

ARTHUR

Fine... well er ... we mustn't take up anymore of your time ... |
don't suppose ... sorry to sort of keep on about it ... you haven't by
any chance ... aaah ... any ideawhereone might find ... a.... aaa

TIM
What?

ARTHUR
A G.g.4..

TIM
A Grall?

They dl jump dightly and look about gpprehengvely.

ARTHUR
Er...yes... | think so.

ALL OTHER KNIGHTS
Yes.

TIM
Yes.

KNIGHTS
Fine

ROBIN
Splendid!

OTHERS
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Y es, marvelous.

TIM looks thoughtful and they al stand around allittle. Then TIM produces
another firetrick producing severd different colors.

ARTHUR
Look, you're a busy man ...

TIM
Yes, | can help you with your guest.

Sight pause.

ALL OTHER KNIGHTS
Thank you. Y es, thank you very much.

TIM

To the north there lies a cave, the cave of Caerbannog, wherein,
carved in mystic runes, upon the very living rock, the last words of
Olfin Bedwere of Rheged ...

There isathunderclap and awind starts. They KNIGHTS get nervous.

TIM
... make plain the last resting place of the most Holy Grall.

ARTHUR
How shdl wefind this cave, O Tim?

TIM
Follow!

The KNIGHTS register delight and whed round on themselves.

But follow only if you are men of vaor. For the entrance to this cave
is guarded by amongter, a cresture so foul and crud that no man yet
has fought with it and lived. Bones of full fifty men lie srewn about
itslar ... therefore sweet knights if you may doubt your strength or
courage come no further, for desth awaits you dl with nasty pointy
teeth.

+

+ ARTHUR
+ What an eccentric performance!
+
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31 EXTERIOR - DAY

CUT TO impressive rock face with cavesin it. The KNIGHTS are 'riding’
towardsit. A foreboding atmosphere supervenes. TIM givesasignd for
quietness. ARTHUR shushes the 'horses.

ARTHUR
Shhh!

The PAGES decrease the amount of noise they are making with the
coconuts for afew seconds. Then there isa burst of noise from them

induding whinnying.

BEDEVERE
(to ARTHUR)
They're nervous, sre.

ARTHUR
Then we'd best leave them here and carry on on foot.

TIM takes agrange look at them. They walk on leaving the PAGES
behind. After afew more drides TIM hdts them with asign.

TIM
Behold the Cave of Caerbannog!

CUT TO shot of cave. Bones littered around. The KNIGHTS get the wind
up partidly. A little dry ice, glowing green can be seen a the

entrance. Suddenly we become aware of total slence. Any noisesthe
KNIGHTS make sound very exaggerated. They unsheathe their swords.

ARTHUR
Keep me covered.

Stir among KNIGHTS.

BEDEVERE
What with?

ARTHUR
Just keep me covered.

TIM
Too late.

ARTHUR
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What?

TIM
Thereheid

They dl turn,, and see alarge white RABBIT lollop afew yards out of
the cave. Accompanied by terrifying chord and jarring metallic monster
noise.

ARTHUR
Where?

TIM
There.

ARTHUR
Behind the rabbit?

TIM
It isthe rabbhit.

ARTHUR
.. You silly sod.

TIM
What?

ARTHUR
You got us al worked up.

BEDEVERE
You cretin!

TIM
That isnot an ordinary rabbit ... 'tis the most foul crud and
bad-tempered thing you ever set eyes on.

ROBIN
You tit. | soiled my armor | was so scared!

TIM
That rabbit's got avicious streak. It'sakiller!

GALAHAD

| Oh, fuck off.
+ Get stuffed.
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TIM
Hell do you up atreat mate!

GALAHAD
Oh yesh?

ROBIN
| You turd!
+ Mangy scots git!

TIM
Look. I'm warning you.

ROBIN
Wheat's he do? Nibble your bum?

TIM
W, It'sgot huge ... very sharp ... it can jump a... look at the bones.

ARTHUR
Go on, Bors, chop its head off.

BORS
Right. Silly little bleeder. One rabhit slew coming up.

TIM
Look!

AsTIM pointsthey al spin round to see the RABBIT legp at BORS
throat with an gppalling scream. From a distance of about twenty feet
thereisatin opening noise, acry from BORS. A quick CLOSE-UP of a
savage RABBIT hiting through tin and BORS heed flies off. The RABBIT
legps back to the mouth of the cave and sitsthere looking in the
KNIGHTS direction and growling menacingly.

ARTHUR
Je...sus Christ!

TIM
| warned you!

ROBIN
| doneit again.

TIM
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Did I tell you? Did you listen to me? Oh no, no, you knew better
didn't you? No, it'sjust an ordinary rabbit isn't it. The names you
cdled me. Well, don't say | didn't tell you.

ARTHUR
Oh, shut up.

TIM

(quietly)
It'sawaysthe same ... if I've said it once.

ARTHUR
Charge!

Ty dl charge with swords drawn towards the RABBIT. A tremendous
twenty second fight with Peckinpahish shots and borrowing heavily aso
on the Kung Fu and karate-type films ensues, in which some four
KNIGHTS are comprehengvely killed.

Run away! Run away!

ALL KNIGHTS

(teking up cry)
Run away! Run away!

They run down from the cave and hide, regrouping behind some
rocks. TIM, some way away, is pointing a them and laughing
derisvely.

TIM
Hahaha Hahaha

ARTHUR
Who did we lose?

LAUNCELOT
Sir Gawain.

GALAHAD
Ector.

ARTHUR

And Bors. Five.
+

+ GALAHAD
+ Threg, dr!
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+
ARTHUR

Three. Well, well not risk another frontal assault. That rabbit's dynamite.

ROBIN
Would it help to confuse him if we ran away more.

ARTHUR
Shut up. Go and change your armor.

ROBIN leaves, waking strangely.

GALAHAD
Let ustaunt it. It may become so crossthat it will make amistake.

ARTHUR
Like what?

GALAHAD cannot find a suitable answer to this.

GALAHAD
Do we have any bows?

ARTHUR
No.

LAUNCELOT
We have the Holy Hand Grenade.

ROBIN
The what?

ARTHUR
The Holy Hand Grenade of Antioch. Tis one of the sacred relics
Brother Maynard aways carries with him.

ALL
Yes. Of course.

ARTHUR
(shouting)
Bring up the Holy Hand Grenade!

Slight pause. Then from the area where the HORSES are, asmdl group
of MONKS process forward towards the KNIGHTS, the leading MONK bearing
and ornate golden reliquary, and the accompanying MONKSS chanting and
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waving incense. They reach the KNIGHTS. The hand grenade is suffused
with the holy glow.

ARTHUR takesit. Pause

ARTHUR
How doesit ... er ...

LAUNCELOT
| know not.

ARTHUR
Conault the Book of Armaments.

BROTHER MAYNARD
Armaments Chapter Two Verses Nine to Twenty One.

ANOTHER MONK

(reading from bible)

And S. Attilaraised his hand grenade up on high saying "O Lord bless
this thy hand grenade that with it thou mayest blow thine enemiesto
tiny hits, in thy mercy. "and the Lord did grin and people did feast
upon the lambs and doths and carp and anchovies and orang-utans and
breakfast ceredls and fruit bats and...

BROTHER MAYNARD
Skip a bit brother ...

ANOTHER MONK

... Er ... oh, yes ... and the Lord spake, saying, "First shalt thou

take out the Holy Pin, then shat thou count to three, no more, no

less. Three shdlt be the number thou shalt count, and the number of

the counting shat be three. Four shdt thou not count, neither count
thou two, excepting that thou then proceed to three. Five isright

out. Once the number three, being the third number, be reached, then
lobbest thou thy Holy Hand Grenade of Antioch towards thou foe, who
being naughty in my sght, shal snuff it.

ARTHUR
Right.

He pulls Pin out. The MONK blesses the grenade as ...
ARTHUR

(quietly)
One, two
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|, three...
+, five...
+

+ GALAHAD

+ Three, gr!
+

+ ARTHUR

+ Three.
+

ARTHUR throws the grenade a the RABBIT. There is an explosion and
cheering from the KNIGHTS.

ALL KNIGHTS
Praise be to the lord. Huzzah!

32INTERIOR - CAVE - DAY

MIX THROUGH TO the KNIGHTS entering the cave. It isalarge cave and
asthey walk ingdeit we see in the darkness at the Sde of the cave
afearsome looking CREATURE which watches them with some surprise as
they walk to some writing carved on the back of the cave wdl. The
KNIGHTS are accompanied by BROTHER MAYNARD.

ARTHUR
Therel Look!

BEDEVERE
Wheét does it say?

GALAHAD
Whét language isthis?

BEDEVERE
Brother Maynard, you are a scholar.

BROTHER MAYNARD
ItisAramaicl

GALAHAD
Of course. Joseph of Aramatheal

ALL
Of course.

ARTHUR
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What does it say?

BROTHER MAYNARD
It reads ... "Here may be found the last words of Joseph of Aramathea.”

Excitement.

"He who is vaorous and pure of heart may find the Holy Grail in the
aaaaarrrrrrggghhh...”

ARTHUR
What?

BROTHER MAYNARD
"The Aaaaarrrrrrggghhh...”

BEDEVERE
Wheat's that?

BROTHER MAYNARD
He must have died while carving it.

BEDEVERE
Oh, come on.

BROTHER MAYNARD
That'swhat it says.

ARTHUR

(miming)

But if he was dying, he wouldn't bother to carve
"Aasaarrrrrrggghhh”. Hed just say it.

BROTHER MAYNARD
It's down there carved in stone.

GALAHAD
Perhaps he was dictating.

ARTHUR
Shut up. Isthat dl it says?

BROTHER MAYNARD
That'sdl. "Aaaaarrrrrggghhh’.

ARTHUR
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"Aaaaarrrrrrggghhh.

BEDEVERE
Do you think he meant the Camargue?

GALAHAD
Where's that?

BEDEVERE
France, | think.

LAUNCELOT
Isn't there a St. Aasaaarrrrrrggghhh's in Cornwal 1?

ARTHUR
No, that's Saint |ves.

A muffled roar is heard.

I

| ROBIN

| Hey!

I

| BEDEVERE

| No, that's in Herefordshire.

I
| ROBIN

| (more urgently)
| No... HEY!!!

I

| LAUNCELOT

| "Aaaaarrrrrrggghbh ... "
I

| ROBIN

| No! "Hey"! issurprise and darm!
+

+ BEDEVERE

+ Oooooh!

+

+ LAUNCELOT

+ No "Aaaaarrrrrrggghhh ... ™ at the back of the throat.
+

+ BEDEVERE

+ No! "Oooooh!" in surprise and darm!
+

He indicated the entrance of the cave. They dl turn and look. There
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in the opening is a huge, unpleasant, fairly wel drawn cartoon
beast.

ARTHUR
Oh!
GALAHAD
My God!

LAUNCELOT
Whet isit?

BEDEVERE
| know! | know! | Know!

ARTHUR
What?

BEDEVERE

It'sthe... oh ...

(snaps his fingers as he tries to remember)
itsthe... it'son the tip of my tongue ...

Another hideous roar.
That'sit!

ARTHUR
What?

BEDEVERE
It's The Legendary Black Beast of Aaasarrrrrrggghhhl

I
| At that moment thereisayell and a scream OUT OF VISION. ARTHUR turns,

I

| ARTHUR

| Who was that?

I

| HECTOR

| (from back of group; northern and helpful)
| 1t was Sir Allf.

I
| ARTHUR

| I didnt know we had a Sir Alf.
I

| HECTOR

| He was feeding it bread.
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I
| ARTHUR

| (shouting back)

| Well, that was a very dlly thing to do. Now the rest of you stand
| well back from the BLACK BEAST of Aasaarrrrrrggghhh!

I

| HECTOR

| Aasaarrrrrrggghhhl

I

| ROBIN

| Look out.

I

| The animation MONSTER starts lumbering towards them. The KNIGHTS retreat
| into the darkness of the cave.

I
| GAWAIN

| (asthey run)

| It's only a cartoon.
I

| ARTHUR

| Sh!

They run off. Darkness. The MONSTER Iumbering through on animation.

+ VOICE OVER

+ Asthe horrendous Black Beast lunged forward, escape for Arthur and his
+ knights seemed hopeless, when, suddenly ... the animator suffered afatal

+ heart attack.

+

+ ANIMATOR

+ Aaasagh!

+

+VOICE OVER

+ The cartoon peril was no more ... The Quest for Holy Grail could continue.

ANIMATED SEQUENCE. L eads through to the group reappearing and seeing a
distant opening to the cave. They reach the opening. It is day.
33EXTERIOR - DAY

The KNIGHTS emerge from the mouth of the cave to find themsdvesin a
breathtaking, barren landscape. Glencoe. They are hdf they way up the

dde of amountain. They rest afew seconds and get their breath
back.

I
| GALAHAD

Get any book for freeon:  www.Abika.com



MONTY PYTHON AND THEHOLY GRAIL 114

| Look!

I

+ GALAHAD

+ Thereitid

+

+ ARTHUR

+ The Bridge of Dezth!

+

+ ROBIN

+ (to himsdlf)

+ Oh! Grezt ...

I

| They look and see on the Side of the mountain there isa sort of milestone

| which bears the words: "Aaaaarrrrrrggghhh! 5 miles' and an arrow.

I

| ARTHUR

| God be praised. This must be the gorge of which the old man spoke in scene
| twenty-four.

I

| The KNIGHTS st off dong and rather perilous track edging aong

| the side of the mountain. GALAHAD is leading.

I

| MIX THROUGH they are climbing higher. The path gets more and more dippery
| and dangerous. They reach another milestone which says. "Aaaaarrrrrrggghhh!
| 4 miles’ and an arrow, and "Ni! 82 miles' and an arrow pointing in the

| opposite direction. They go on. It is dangerous and difficult. Tensonin

| their faces.

I
| Asthey are climbing, BEDEVERE turnsto ROBIN and ARTHUR.

I

| BEDEVERE

| We musgt find the bridge ... the Bridge of Desth ...

I

| ROBIN

| (to himsdif)

| Oh, great!

I

| BEDEVERE

| The Bridge is guarded by a bridgekeeper, who asks each traveler three
| questions. And he who answers the three questions can cross in safety.

I
| ROBIN

| (werily)
| And if you get a question wrong?

I
| BEDEVERE
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| You are cast into the Gorge of Eternd Peil.

I
|34 EXTERIOR - DAY

I

| CUT TO them druggling dong. Perhgps downhill now. It is growing misty.
| SR LAUNCELOQOT stops them and points. They peer.

I

| CUT TO seeinthe mig ... aweird bridge with mist swirling up from the
| gorge below. We cannot see the other side.

I

| Beside the bridge an OLD MAN stands, he isthe blind soothsayer they met
| eerlier in the forest.

I

| ARTHUR

| (to BEDEVERE)

| HE's the Keeper of the Bridge. It's the old man.

I

| BEDEVERE

| (swalowing hard)

| Who's going to answer the questions?

I

| ARTHUR

| You go, Robin, and God be with you.

I

| ROBIN

| (looking round wildly)

| Er ... 1 tell you whét -

| (lowering voice)

| Why doesn't Launcelot go?

I

| ARTHUR

| (consdering a moment)

| Very well ... Sr Launcelot. Brave Sir Launcelot. Thisisthe Bridge of
| Degth ...

I

| LAUNCELOT

| Oh, yessr ... | will take it single-handed.

| (drawing his sword)

[ 1Twill ...

I
| ARTHUR regrans him.

I

| ARTHUR

| No, hang on. All we want is for you to approach the old man and he will ask
| you three questions. Answer those question as best you can, and we will

| watch ... and pray.
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I

| LAUNCELOT

| Yes my liege...

I

| ARTHUR

| Good luck, brave Sir Launcelot! Be careful ...
I

| They shake hands, Arthur's eyes moisten. LAUNCELOT approaches the Bridge of
| Degth.

I

| ARTHUR

| Listen to the questions.

+

+ BEDEVERE

+ Look! It's the old man from scene 24 - what's he Doing here?
+

+ ARTHUR

+ He isthe keeper of the Bridge. He asks each traveler five questions ...
+

+ GALAHAD

+ Three questions.

+

+ ARTHUR

+ Three questions ... he who answers the five questions
+

+ GALAHAD

+ Three questions.

+

+ ARTHUR

+ Three questions, may crossin safety.

+

+ ROBIN

+ (werily)

+ And if you get a question wrong?

+

+ ARTHUR

+ You are cast into the Gorge of Eterna Peril.
+

+ ROBIN

+ Oh ... wacho!

+

+ GALAHAD

+ Who's going to answer the questions?

+

+ ARTHUR

+ Sir Robin, Brave Sir Robin you go.
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+

+ ROBIN

+ Hey! I've got agresat ideal Why doesn't Launcelot go?
+

+ LAUNCELOT

+Yes Let me | will teke it Sngle-handed ...

+ | will makefeint to the north-east ...

+

+ ARTHUR

+ No, hang on! Just answer the five questions ...
+

+ GALAHAD

+ Three questions ...
+

+ ARTHUR

+ Three questions ... And we shall waich ... and pray.
+

+ LAUNCELOT

+ | understand, my liege.
+

+ ARTHUR

+ Good luck, brave Sir Launcelot ... God be with you.
+

+ LAUNCELOT APPROACHES THE BRIDGEKEEPER.
+

BRIDGEKEEPER
Stop!

SIR LAUNCELOT gops. The KNIGHTS watch anxioudy. ARTHUR sniffs briefly
and glances momentarily down at SIR ROBIN's lower armor.

BRIDGEKEEPER

Who approaches the Bridge of Desth
Must answver me

These questions three!

Ere the other Side he see.

LAUNCELOT
Ask me the questions, Bridgekeeper. | am not afraid.

BRIDGEKEEPER
What isyour name?

LAUNCELOT
My nameis Sr Launcelot.
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BRIDGEKEEPER
What isyour quest?

LAUNCELOT
Tofind the Holy Gral.

BRIDGEKEEPER
What is your favorite color?

LAUNCELOT
Blue

BRIDGEKEEPER
Right. Off you go.

SIR LAUNCELOT runs across into the mist. The bridge perhaps disappears
into the mist and we cannot see the other sde. ARTHUR and SIR ROBIN
exchange glances. ROBIN breathes agreat Sgh of relief.

ROBIN
That's easy!

BRIDGEKEEPER

Stop!

Who approacheth the Bridge of Death
Must answver me

These questions three!

Ere the other side he seel

ROBIN
Ask me the questions, Bridgekeeper. | am not afraid.

BRIDGEKEEPER
What isyour name?

ROBIN
My nameis Sir Robin of Camelat!

BRIDGEKEEPER
What is your quest?

ROBIN
To seck the Grall!

BRIDGEKEEPER
Wheat isthe capitd of Assyria?
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ROBIN
(indignently)
| don't know that!

Heisimmediately hurled by some unseen force over the edge of the precipice.

ROBIN
Aasaarrrrrrggghhh!

35 EXTERIOR - DAY

CUT TO SIR LAUNCELOQOT who isonly just arriving on the other Sde. He
looks back across the invisible chasm. Dimly in the distance he hears:

GAWAIN (OUT OF VISION)
Sr Gawain of Camndat!

BRIDGEKEEPER (OOV)
What is your quest?

GAWAIN (O0V)

To seek the Holy Grall.

I

| BRIDGEKEEPER (OQV)

| What goes: black white ... black white ... black white?

I

| GAWAIN (O0V)

| Oh, er ... Babylon! er ... Aaasarrrrrrggghhh!

I

| SSIR LAUNCELOT stands on the other side of the bridge. In the distance we
| hear theritual of questions and then a scream and thud, suddenly a hand
| lands on LAUNCELOT's shoulder.

I

| POLICEMAN (VOICE OVER)

| dust want to ask you some questions, Sir.

I

| LAUNCELQT turns and reects. Heisled away.

I
|36 EXTERIOR - LAKE - DAY
I

| CUT TO ARTHUR, GALAHAD and BEDEVERE struggling towards the lake.

I
| BEDEVERE

| (to ARTHUR)
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| How did you know how many wing-beats a swalow needs to maintain velocity?
I

| ARTHUR

| Oh ... when you're king you know dl those things.

+

+ BRIDGEKEEPER

+ What is your favorite color?

+

+ GAWAIN

+ Blue ... No yelloooooww!
+

+ ARTHUR and BEDEVERE step forward.

+

+ BRIDGEKEEPER

+What is your name?

+

+ ARTHUR

+ It is Arthur, King of the Britons.

+

+ BRIDGEKEEPER

+ What is your quest?

+

+ ARTHUR

+ To seek the Holy Grail.

+

+ BRIDGEKEEPER

+ What isthe air-speed velocity of an unladen swallow?
+

+ ARTHUR

+ What do you mean? An African or European swalow?
+

+ BRIDGEKEEPER

+ Er ... | don't know that ... Aaaaarrrrrrggghhh!
+

+ BRIDGEKEEPER is cast into the gorge.

+

+ BEDEVERE

+ How do you know so much about swallows?
+

+ ARTHUR

+ Wil you have to know these things when you're aking, you know.
+

Suddenly they appear at water's edge. They look across the water. A
huge expanse disgppearing into the mist. How can they cross?
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Suddenly the air isfilled with ethered music, and out of the migt
gppears awonderful barge slently and dowly drifting towards them.

They gaze in wonder. The mysterious boat comes to where they are
ganding. Asif bewitched, they find themsdalves drawing closer
| to the boat. Asthey are about to step in, aragged figure looks up at them.

I
| BOATKEEPER

| (heisthe same as the BRIDGEK EEPER and the SOOTHSAY ER)

| He who would cross the Sea of Fate

| must answer me

| these questions twenty-eight.

I

| He fixes them with a baeful eye, ARTHUR and BEDEV ERE exchange glances, then
| turn, with minds made up, pick him up bodily and throw him in the water.

| They dimb into the boat and the boat moves off into the mist

I
| FADE OUT

I
|37 ANIMATION

| A wondrous journey in animation carries them across the lake.

I

[MIX TO

38EXTERIOR - DAY

The boat carries them across amagicd lake. They land and get out of
the boat, their faces suffused with heavenly radiance, and fal to

their knees.

Crescendo on music.

ARTHUR
God be praised! The deaths of many find knights have this day been avenged.

Music swells. They bend their headsin prayer, before the castle for
which they have searched for so long. Suddenly a voice comes from the
battlements.

Music cuts dead.

FROG

Haha Helo!' Smdly English K...niggets ... and Monseur Arthur King,
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who has the brain of a duck, you know.
The KNIGHTS look up.

FROG
We French persons outwit you a second time, perfidious English
mousedropping hoarders ... how you say: "Begorrah!”

ARTHUR stands and shouts.

ARTHUR

How dare you profane this place with your presence! | command you, in
the name of the Knights of Camelot, open the door to the Sacred

Cadtle, to which God himsdf has guided ud (he turnsto the KNIGHTS)
Come.

ARTHUR and the KNIGHTS advance towards the castle.

FROG

How you English say: | one more time, mac, | unclog my nose towards
you, sons of awindow-dresser, so, you think you could out-clever us
French fellows with your slly knees-bent cregping about advancing
behavior. (blows araspberry) | wave my private parts at your

aunties, you brightly-colored, medy-templed, cranberry-smdling,
electric donkey-bottom biters.

By thistime ARTHUR and BEDEVERE and GALAHAD have reached the
door. ARTHUR bangs on the door.

ARTHUR
In the name of the Lord, we demand entrance to this sacred castle.

Jeering from the baitlements.

FROG

No chance, English bed-wetting types. We burst our pimples at you, and
cal your door-opening request aslly thing. Y ou tiny-brained wipers

of other peopl€e's bottoms!

French laughter

ARTHUR
If you do not open these doors, we will take this castle by force ...

A bucket of dopsland on ARTHUR. Hetriesto retain his dignity.
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ARTHUR
In the name of God ... and the glory of our ...

Another bucket of what can only be described as human ordure hits ARTHUR.

.. Right!
(to the KNIGHTS)
That settlesit!

They turn and walk away. French jeering follows them.

FROG

Yes, depart alot at thistime, and cut the approaching any more or we
fire arrows into the tops of your heads and make castanets of your
testicles dready.

ARTHUR
(to KNIGHTS)
Walk away. Just ignore them.

ARTHUR, BEDEVERE and GALAHAD walk off. A smdl hail of chickens,
watercress, badgers and mattresses follows them. But they are on their
dignity asthey try to talk nonchdantly asthey wak away into the

trees.

FROG

And now remain gone, illegitimate-faced bugger-folk! And, if you think
you got a nasty time this taunting, you ain't heard nothing yet, dappy
k...niggets, and A. King Esquire.

| CUT BACK TO the drenched BRIDGEKEEPER/SOOTHSAY ER beside the lake He
| ises up into SHOT.

I

| BRIDGEKEEPER

| He would cross the sea of fate,

| Must answer me these questions

| Twenty-eight.

I

| CUT TO see heistaking to two PLAIN-CLOTHES POLICEMEN and two
CONSTABLES.

I
| INSPECTOR

| All right, put him in the van.

I
| THE BRIDGEKEEPER isled away and put into a police van.
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CUT BACK TO ARTHUR till walking away. French taunts il audiblein
the distance.

FRENCH
Y ou couldn't catch clap in abrothe, slly English K...niggets ...

ARTHUR
(to BEDEVERE)
We shdl attack at once.

BEDEVERE

Yes, my liege.
(heturns)
Stand by for attack!!

CUT TO enormous army forming up. Trebuchets, rows of PPIKEMEN, sege
towers, pennants flying, shouts of "Stand by for attack!" Traditiona

amy build-up shots. The shouts echo across the ranks of the army. We

See various groups reacting, and stirring themsdavesin readiness.

ARTHUR
Who are they?

BEDEVERE
Oh, just some friendd!

We end up back with ARTHUR. He seems satified that the ARMY is ready.

PANNING down the serried ranks, pikes ready, pennants flapping in the
wind. Some of the horses whinny nervoudy, and rattle their coconuts.

ARTHUR issatisfied at last. He addresses the castle.

ARTHUR

French persons! Today the blood of many vdiant knights shall bee
avenged. In the name of God, we shal not stop our fight until each
one of you lies dead and the Grail returns to those whom God has
chosen.

ARTHUR lowers hisvisor, turnsto have alast look & ARMY,, then:
CHARGE!

The mighty ARMY charges. Thundering noise of feet. Clatter of
coconuts. Shouts etc.
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The charge towards the castle.

Suddenly thereisawail of asrenand a couple of police cars roar

round in front of the charging ARMY and the POLICE legp out and stop

them. TWO POLICEMAN and the HISTORIAN'S WIFE. Black Marias skid up
behind them.

The ARMY hadlts.
HISTORIAN'S WIFE
They're the ones, I'm sure.

INSPECTOR END OF FILM
Grab 'em!

The POLICE grab ARTHUR and bundle him into the maria

SIR BEDEVERE isled off with a blanket over his head. They are bundled
into the black maria and the van drives off.

Therest of the ARMY stand around looking at aloss.
INSPECTOR END OF FILM

(picks up megaphone)

All right! Clear off! Go on!

A few reaction shots of the ARMY not quite sure what to do.

INSPECTOR END OF FILM
Move dong. There's nothing to see! Kegp moving!

Suddenly he notices the cameras.

Asthe black maria drives away QUICK SHOT through window of al the
KNIGHTS huddled inside.

INSPECTOR END OF FILM

(to Camera)

All right, put that away sonny.

Hewaks over to it and puts his hand over the lens.

The film runs out through the gate and the projector shines on the screen.
Thereisablank screen for some fifteen seconds.

I
| Suddenly jazzy music. Animated titles. (A new film completely free
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| with the Monty Python film.)

I

I

| "THE CREDITS'

I

| Four of five minute film (mainly animated) about the credits, i.e. it
| includes the actud credits for the film but is redly eaborate.

I

I

| THE END

+

+ Sushy organ music sarts and the housdights in the cinema come on ...
+ organ music continues as the audience leave.

GRAHAM CHAPMAN PLAYED: KING ARTHUR. HICCOUGHING GUARD,
THREE-HEADED KNIGHT

JOHN CLEESE PLAYED: SECOND SOLDIER WITH A KEEN INTEREST IN
BIRDS,

LARGE MAN WITH DEAD BODY, BLACK KNIGHT, MR NEWT (A VILLAGE
BLACKSMITH

INTERESTED IN BURNING WITCHES), A QUITE EXTRAORDINARILY RUDE
FRENCHMAN, TIM THE WIZARD, SIR LAUNCELOT

TERRY GILLIAM PLAYED: PATSY (ARTHUR'S TRUSTY STEED), THE GREEN
KNIGHT

SOOTHSAYER, BRIDGEKEEPER, SIR GAWAIN (THE FIRST TO BE KILLED BY
THE

RABBIT)

ERIC IDLE PLAYED: THE DEAD COLLECTOR, MR BINT (A VILLAGE NEER-DO
-WELL VERY KEEN ON BURNING WITCHES), SIR ROBIN, THE GUARD WHO
DOESN'T

HICCOUGH BUT TRIESTO GET THINGS STRAIGHT, CONCORDE (SIR
LAUNCELOT'S

TRUSTY STEED), ROGER THE SHRUBBER (A SHRUBBER), BROTHER
MAYNARD

NEIL INNESPLAYED: THE FIRST SELF-DESTRUCTIVE MONK, ROBIN'S LEAST

FAVORITE MINSTREL, THE PAGE CRUSHED BY A RABBIT, THE OWNER OF A
DUCK
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TERRY JONES PLAYED: DENNISS MOTHER, SIR BEDEVERE, THREE-HEADED
KNIGHT, PRINCE HERBERT

MICHAEL PALIN PLAYED: 1ST SOLDIER WITH A KEEN INTEREST IN BIRDS,
DENNIS, MR DUCK (A VILLAGE CARPENTER WHO ISALMOST KEENER
THAN ANYONE

ELSE TO BURN WITCHES), THREE-HEADED KNIGHT, SSR GALAHAD, KING
OF SWAMP

CASTLE, BROTHER MAYNARD'S ROOMMATE

CONNIE BOOTH PLAYED: THE WITCH
CAROL CLEVELAND PLAYED: ZOOT AND DINGO
BEE DUFFELL PLAYED: OLD CRONE TO WHOM KING ARTHUR SAID "NI!"

JOHN YOUNG PLAYED: THE DEAD BODY THAT CLAIMSIT ISN'T, AND THE
HISTORIAN WHO ISN'T AJP. TAYLOR AT ALL

RITA DAVIESPLAYED: THE HISTORIAN WHO ISN'T A.JP. TAYLOR
(HONESTLY)'S WIFE

SALLY KINGHORN PLAYED: EITHER WINSTON OR PIGLET

AVRIL STEWART PLAYED: EITHER PIGLET OR WINSTON

PYTHON (MONTY) PICTURESLTD
Registered Address. 20 Fitzroy Square, London W1P6BB
Registered Number 1138069 England

August 5th, 1974.
Dear Mike,

The Censor's representative, Tony Kerpel, came along to Friday's
screening a Twinkenham and he gave up his opinion of the film's
probable certificate.

He thinks the film will be AA, but it would be possible, given some
didogue cuts, to make the film an A rating, which would increase the
audience. (AA is 14 and over, and A is5-14).

For an'A" we would have to:

Lose as may shitsas possible
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Take Jesus Chrigt out, if possble

Loose"| fart in your generd direction”

Lose"the oral sex"

Lose"oh, fuck off"

Lose "We make castanets out of your testicles'

| would like to get back to the Censor and agree to lose the shits,
take the odd Jesus Christ out and lose Oh fuck off, but to retain
‘fart in your generd direction’, ‘castanets of your testicles and
‘oral sex’ and ask him for an'A’ rating on that bagis.

Please let me know as soon as possible your attitude to this.

Yours Sncerdly,

Mark Forstater
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